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INTRODUCTION

Peterson (1) reports that in the original description of the
disease called glandular fever published in the late nineteenth
century, Pfeiffer mentioned enlargement of the liver as one of the
physical findings and shortly thereafter, Smapper and co-workers
first described jaundice in patients with infectious monomucleosis.
Since that time, a considerable amount of investigation has been
recorded in the literature concerning the liver in infectious mono-
nucleosis and numerous significant aspects have been revealed.

The subject is of special interest becsuse the disease is common,
although a large number of cases go unrecognized or are passed off
as an upper respiratory tract infection, "the flu", or some other
condition, and the high incidence of hepatic dysfunction present
some time in the course of the illness. These features in turn,
bring forth two important problems. Firstly, those cases which
present themselves with jaundice and clinical and laboratory
evidence of impaired liver function offer a diagnostic problem
involving a wide variety of diseases, notably infectious hepatitis.
Secondly, such cases cause difficulty in therapy and management,
If an incorrect diegnosis is made and improper therapy instituted
of if inddequate therapy is used even in the correctly diagnosed
case, prolonged and unnecessary debility results. A similar,
perhaps more difficult problem in therapeutics arises in the

.
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