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INTRODUCTION

Congenital anomalies of the gastro-intestinal tract are
frequently the cause of umderlying factor in obstruction. Except
in some conditions such as intra-abdominal herniae, duplications,
and Meckel's diverticula, a larger vercentage of signs and symptoms
are present in the newborn than any other period of life,

I. CONGENITAL ANOMALIES OF THE ESOPHAGUS

Empryology - Etiology

The embryonic digestive tube consists of an internal tube of
entoderm which becomes the epithelial lining and an investing layer
of mesoderm that forms connective tissue, muscle, and serosa,

In the #mm, embryo the esophagus is a laterally flattened
epithelial tube having a well-defined dorso-ventral cleft as a
lumen, In older embryos the size of the lumen becomes not only
relatively, but actually lessened in size. By the time the 20mm,
stage 1s reached there are numerous "vacuoles" in the esophageal
epithelium so that it appears to have several lumina noted by
Schultze (1) in 1897. The presence of these vacuoles has been
demonstrated by others (Ereuter 1905) who also concluded that the
lumen became temporarily occluded at about this stage, but Forssner
(1907), Schridde, (1) (1908) and others have failed to find any
evidence that the lumen is ever occluded. However, Jordan and

Eindred (2) show sections in their text of the occluded lumen, but
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