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INTRODUCTION

Numerous reports have now accwmulated in the literature
concerning the satisfactory employment of low-dosage x-ray irradi-
ation to the pituitlhry and ovaries in the treatment of sterility
due to amenorrhea and certain other functional menstrual dis-
orders., Although beneficial in some cases, estrogenic and
gonadotropic therapy alone has not proved to be the answer to
the reestablishment of regmlarity of the menses in the treatment
of sterility. The use of x-ray irradiation to the pituitary and
ovaries has been shbwn to produce much better results in these
cases.,

Halberstaedter (1) in 1905 called attention to the fact that
roentgen rays have a selective action on the ovary. Clinically,
Van de Velde (2) reported in 1915 the return of normal ovarian
function after the Bpplication of small doses of x-rays over the
ovaries. Rongy (3) in 1924 was the first man in this country to
describe the benefieial effects upon secondary amenorrhea and
sterility from x-ray stimulation of the pituitary and ovaries.
Rubin (4) and Hirsch (5) in 1926 reported good results in the
treatment of depressed ovarian function and sterility with these

methodse
YODE OF ACTION

It is still a point for debate just how irradiation works

to correct these fumctional menstrual disorders and subsequently
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