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The name ®progeria" historically was given to posterity by
Hastings Gilford (1) at the suggestion of two colleagues, Mr.
James Rhoades and Professor Arthur Sidgwick, although Gilford's
report is not the first in literature of this rare malady. In
his paper are presented three cases, two of which had previously
been presented to the Royal Society of Medicine and Surgery in
London, one by Jonathan Hutehinson (2) in 1886 and the other, by
Gilford (3), himself. However, progeria as we know it today
became a clinical entity through the initiative of the latter.
The first report in American literature was by Rand (4) in 1904
but it was not of a typical progeria.

Progeria, as an etymologist could readily tell, comes from
the Greek prefix ®%pro" meaning "before® or, more liberally, "to
come prior in position or chronologically® and the Greek base
"geron® meaning "old man." Hence, progeria, or premature aging
which is pathological as opposed to that more often thought of
as being a normal process.,

The disease process is a rare and peculiar combination of
dwarfism and premature senility of unknown etiology. There have
been to date, as near as can be ascertained without study of
relatively recent foreign medical publications, twenty-two cases
reported in the literature (Cooke-5).

liberally speaking it is recognized that the rate of physi~-
cal body development is inconstant; grossly we observe this

daily in noticing both patients and associates socially. It is
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