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I. Introduction

For many years it has been noted that coronary athero-
sclerosis was much more pronounced in males than in females,
This difference was adequately demonstrated by Ackerman and
White's autopsy findings in which they compared 600 consecu-
tive male hearts with 600 consecutive female hearts and found
that in comparable age groups there was a great deal more athero-
sclerosis in the coronary arteries of males than of females,

This difference has stismlated considerable interest
because if the factor which produces this difference could be
isolated a possible therapeutic aid in the treatment of coro-
nary heart disease might be forthcoming,

In this paper data has been collected from the litera-
ture which demonstrates, both from animal experimentation and
clinical observation on human subjects, that estrogen may be
this factor which protects the coronary arteries of pre-

menopausal women.
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