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INTRODUCTION:

Since 1945, when Moldovsky and his coworkers first
reported a lowering of the clotting and bleeding time in
patients receiving penicillin, considerable interest has
been shown in the effect of antiblotics and other drugs
on coagulation of blood and particularly the implied
possibility in this and later reports that the use of
certain drugs have increased the occurrance of thrombotic
phenomena.

Dr., Alton Ochsner in an address before the Internat-
ional Society of Surgery in New Orleans in 1949, stated,
"The incidence of thrombo-embolism in the past two years
may be explained in one of two ways. The increase may be
more apparent than real, in that diagnosis is more frequent,
and because of the increased interest in the condition.
It is probably more real than apparent, for at the New
Orleans Charity Hospital where the condition has been
studied for many years, it is questionable that many
cases were missed",

He continued, "An explanation of the increase in
recent years may be a result of the routine use of anti-
biotics in treatment of most, if not all, hospital patients,
as a shortening of coagulation time may occur favoring
venous thrombosis",

In a letter to the editor of the J.A.M.A. in 1950
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