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INTRODUCTION

It is the purpose of this paper to draw added attention to
an electrolyte abnormality commonly seen in surgical patients,
namely, an alkalosis characterized bys

a, elevation of the serum bicarbonate

be diminution of the serum potassium

c. diminution of the 'serum chloride with
normal or increased output of chloride
in the urine in spite of low serum
values,

Any surgical patient subject to excessive electrolyte de-
ficiencies, regardless of etiology, may be a candidate for this
metabolic abnormality.

Recent investigations have drawn particular attention to
the importance of the potassium ion in electrolyte balance, and
more specifically, its role in alkalosise. Since the low potassium
syndrome is so of'ten observed in surgical patients, this paper
is written for an analysis of the great accumulation of literature

on this subject. To obtain this purpose, current articles and

medical journals were reviewed.
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