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INTRODUCTION

The proper evaluation of the electrocardiogram
as an aid to diagnosis of heart disease in the aged has
been confused by a lack of generally accepted limits
for normal values. Part of this problem has been
derived from the debate on certain changes which have
been considered as reflections of only the aging process
per se. With these uncertainties it becomes appearant
the value of kmowing what changes occur within the heart
anatomically and functiornally which need not be con-
sidered swfficiently pathological to warrant the diagnosis
of heart disease; and how, if at all, these changes
are reflected by the electrocardiogram. As a corollary
to this concept is the value of tabulating the numbers
of clinical and electrocardiographic changes in the
aged, thus establishing the relationship of each to

itself and to each other,
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