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The discovery of the Rh factorl and its relationship
to congenital hemolytic disease and intra-group transfu-

2 have attracted much attention in a rela-

sion reactions
tively short period of time. The interest has not bteen
confined to the medical practitioner nor the written
discussions to scientific publications. In many peri-
odicals intended for the general public, papers with
varying degrees of scientific accuracy have appeared.
These often have been responsible for considerable dis-
tress on the part of many women who have read them3.
Eecause of this, hemolytic disease of the new-born has
assumed an importance altogether - out of proportion to
its low incidence.4

Althomgh the discovery of the Rh factor has an-
swered a few questions, it has in turn brought forth
many new problems which are still unsolved3’5. One of
these problems concerns antitody production and associ-
ated with it,~a disturbing phenomenom occasionally en-
countered, namely, the anamnestic reaction.

The anamnestic reaction, also known as the Hektoen
phenomenom, may be defined as ™an increase or reappear-
ance of Immune antibodies already produced in the sys-
tem on the injection of a non-specific antigen."6 This
reaction is not a new discovery, nor is it limited to
the Rh system. Dieudonne in 1906 showed that the in-
Jection of sodium cinnamic acid into typhoid-immunized
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