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PRECEPTORSHIP TRAINING IN MEDICAL EDUCATION

Preceptorship, from the Latin word "praeceptor™ meaning
teacher, training has played an important part in the education
of medical men since the beginning of the profession., It 1s not
difficult to vision the earliest students of the art of healing
getting their training from their predeecessors by word of mouth
and observation long before any means of formal education or even
writing was in common use. Flexner (1), in his report to the
Carnegle Foundation, tells us of early medical education. He
convenlently divided the history of medical ecducation in the United
States 1into three eras; the pPreseptorship, the didaectiec school, and
the school of scientific discipline.

The preceptorship or apprentiseship system of medical
education was 3till very much in vogue during the 17th and 18th
century in this country. Under this system the future physiclan
was indentured to some reputable practitlioner at an early age.

Here his service "was successively manial, pharmaceutical, and
professional™. Pirst he ran errands for his preceptor and washed
his bottles. Later he was permitted to mix drugs -nd spread
plasters, When he was considered qualified he was finally permitted
to take an active part in his preceptor's dally practice,-----
"sleeding his patients, pulling their teeth, and obeying a hurried
summons at night® These students saw disease, but were only able
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