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INTRGDUCTION

Serving an externship in a local hospital,

I first learned of the methods used for testing
bacterlal sensitivity to the antiblotics. The thought
occurred as to whether or not this leboratory procedure
could be adapted to use in the office of the practicing
physiclian, who does not have the readlly available
facilitlies of a hospital laboratory.

In order to learn more about the tests them-
selves, the literature was consulted. To gain some
background in the principles involved led to a survey
of assay methods, from which the bacterial sensitivity
tests were derived. This in turn led to a review of
the investigatlions which resulted 1n the phenomenon of
antibioslis and the concept of esgential metabolites,

Because of the voluminous amount of avallable
literature on these subjects, no attempt 1s made to
glve a complete review, Rather, this theslis 1is a
brief review of the investigations and dilscoveries
which have been instrumental in the dewelopment of
methods for testing for bacterial sensitivity to the
antiblotics, and the question of whether the bacterial
sensitivity tests can be an office orocedure or not 1s

answered.,
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