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HYALURONIC ACID-EYALURONIDASE
IN REIATIONSHIP TO THE RHEUMATIC DISEASES
Rheumatic fever ranks among our most important
chronic diseases, About 2.5 per cent of the total number
of patients admitted to general hospitals in this country
have rheumatic fever, and in children's hospitals the rate
is 56 per cent (1). Cardiac involvement probably strikes

95 per cent of those afflicted with rheumatic fevers

Rheumatic fever is most common in children from
five to fifteen years. It has been reported (2) that
during this age period rheumatic fever with heart dieease
is the leading cause of death in the United 8tates, and at
ages 15 to 24 it is second only to tuberculosis. Rheumatic
heart disease is serious in the fact that it is particularly
a disease of youth, crippling and killing many children and
adults. Research is under way on many phases of this

disease, the cause of which is still unknown.

In the following treatise the hyaluronic acid-hyalur-
onidase system -will be presented as a possible mechanism for
the production of the rheumatic mesenchymal diseases, Which
include rheumatic fever, rheumatoid arthritis, periarteritis nodosa,

lupus erythematosis, nephritis, etc.
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