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The increasing frequency of the diagnosis of endometriosis
has made a major problem of the high sterility rate found consist-
ently in this disease. The dearth of pregnancies is a calamity in
this group of women, the majority of whom are in the childbearing
age, and whose disease may be a product of our society. Meigs (1)
states the real reason for the frequency of endometriosis is that
the endometrioma are not tumors, but represent abnormal physiology
due to late marriage and delayed and infrequent childbearing.

Endometriosis may be defined as the occurrence and growth of
endometrium in organs and tissues other than the uterus. This
ectopic endametrial tissue undergoes the same cyclic histological
change as the endametrium of the uterus, and shows decidual reac-
tion with pregnancy. ®Often endometriosis is first recognized
when a search is being made for a waman's failure to conceive..."
(2). Bland (3) reports sterility in 40-50% of all cases. In his
review, Ranney (4) finds absolute sterility in 20-70% and relative
sterility in 50-90% of cases. Table 1 is based on the reports of
sterility by various authors and also indicates their percentage
of conservative surgery and its result as to pregnancy. Truly con-
servative surgery necessarily indicates preservation of the repro-
ductive capacity and will be used in that sense herein. Many
authors use the term to indicate conservation of ovarian tissue,
with or without hysterectomy. Their statistics have had to be de-

leted. Another factor which must be taken into consideration in
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