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INTRODUCTION

The clinical use of prostigmine (neostigmine) as a
dlagnostic test of pregnancy has appeared in the medical
Journals relatively recently. In thls paper I shall re-
port the findings in all the avallable artiecles and also
present my suggestions of a new clinlical proeedure in-
volving the use of prostigmine in the dlagnosls of early
pregnancy before other sligns and symptoms of the con-

dition present themselves.

HISTORY OF PROSTIGMINE

Prostigmine 1s a synthetic alkaloid belonging to
the physostigmine group of drugs and 1s simlilar to but
ten times as strong as ganeserine which 1s derived from
the calabar bean. Prostigmine was first introduced in-
to therapeutics in 1931 for 1ts stimulant action on the
intestinal tract and four years later 1t was found to be
effective '1n the symptomatic therapy of myasthenla
gravis (Goodman and Gilfman},.

CHEMISTRY AND PREPARATION OF PROSTIGMINE
The drug 1s avallable only in the form of its

methylsulfate or bromide salt (Hoffmann-La Roche).
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