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Review of Domestic and International Literature on Nursing Care
for Cancer Survivors in the Diagnostic Phase

Kokoro Nagashima1> Yuko Kawasaki®”

Abstract

[Purpose] This study aimed to clarify elements of nursing care, related to notification, treatment selection, and
decision-making, of cancer survivors in the diagnostic phase, and to obtain suggestions for future issues in nursing

care.

[Methods] We searched articles published between 2012 and July 2022 in Ichushi, Cumulative Index to Nursing
and Allied Health Literature, and MEDLINE Complete. Since the target literature could not be found using the key
terms “cancer survivors” and “diagnosis phase,” the keywords “cancer,” “notification,” “treatment selection,” and

“decision-making” were utilized. A total of 23 literature articles were analyzed.

[Results] The articles identified in the literature were mainly qualitative studies and more than half of the articles
involved patients with breast cancer. Previous international studies that examined nursing care focused on
differences in sex, age, disease phase, and surrounding environment. Meanwhile, Japanese literature focused on the
entire process of the diagnostic phase. [Understanding patient uncertainty with empathy], [information provision],
and [decision-making support] were identified as elements of nursing care for cancer survivors in the diagnostic

phase.

[Conclusion] In nursing care for cancer survivors in the diagnostic phase, investigations on information provision,
including the use of websites, and nursing care were suggested as topics for future studies. In Japan, it was
recommended that studies, systems, and education aimed at providing effective nursing care to cancer survivors in

the diagnosis phase should be examined.

Key Words: Diagnostic phase, Cancer patients, Nursing care
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