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Getting to know you

When you design a course how much 
consideration do you give to the cost
of and easy access to textbooks, 
online platforms, and other course 
materials?

Pollev.com/philipsmith657



Getting to know you

My students sometimes share 
course related work with wider 
communities beyond the 
classroom.

Pollev.com/philipsmith657



Still getting to know you

What would be your dream 
course to design and teach?

Pollev.com/philipsmith657



Today's Session

Process
Play along!

• Explore how OER might work 
for you.

Hear our story
• The tale of creating and 

teaching a World History OER 
textbook.

Goals
Learn OER

•Participants will be able to identify what 
Open and Affordable materials are and 
how they can be applied in 
diverse settings.

Engage students
•Participants will be able to identify 
strategies for using OER to cultivate 
inclusive student engagement.



Our Story
Constanze and John share what inspired the project...

https://dc.etsu.edu/
etsu-oer/13/

https://dc.etsu.edu/etsu-oer/13/
https://dc.etsu.edu/etsu-oer/13/


Play along! 

Identify one or more resources assigned in your courses 
(real or dream) that you are not satisfied with. 

What course materials would you need to replace or 
supplement the lacking resources? Think about the 
content as well as the format (podcasts, videos, 
textbook, etc.).



Play along! Search for an OER.

Mason OER Metafinder
Searches mostly everything but can be overwhelming.

OASIS / MERLOT / OER Commons
Similar sites that searches many OERs with different 
interfaces.

Textbooks - Try Open Textbook Library.
Images - Try OpenVerse.

https://oer.deepwebaccess.com/oer/desktop/en/search.html
https://oasis.geneseo.edu/
https://merlot.org/merlot/
https://www.oercommons.org/
http://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/
https://openverse.org/?referrer=creativecommons.org


Constanze and John share some stories and insights on design, 
accessibility, copyright, platforms...

https://dc.etsu.edu/
etsu-oer/13/

Our Story

https://dc.etsu.edu/etsu-oer/13/
https://dc.etsu.edu/etsu-oer/13/


Logos, Creative Commons, Trademark Policy

Copyright: Sharing OER
When you find materials online, keep a lookout for 
Creative Commons licenses and Public Domain. If they 
appear, you can upload them to your class site.

https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads/
https://creativecommons.org/policies




Copyright: Sharing OER
If you don't see the Creative Commons licenses or Public 
Domain, you can always link to the resource. 

Logos, Creative Commons, Trademark Policy

https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads/
https://creativecommons.org/policies


Copyright: Publishing Your OER

Use Creative Commons Choose a License to help you 
with wording.

CC BY is usually the recommended license.

https://creativecommons.org/choose/
https://creativecommons.org/choose/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Copyright: Remixing OER
Using OER in your creation is a little trickier. You need to 
think if you have a "Bowl of Fruit" versus a "Smoothie".

Smoothie, josephvm, Pixabay License

Fruit, 27707, Pixabay License

https://pixabay.com/photos/milkshake-drink-glass-strawberry-3287788/
https://pixabay.com/users/josephvm-289221/
https://pixabay.com/service/terms/
https://pixabay.com/photos/fruit-fruit-bowl-food-bowl-healthy-970853/
https://pixabay.com/users/27707-27707/
https://pixabay.com/service/terms/


Fruit, 27707, Pixabay License

https://pixabay.com/photos/fruit-fruit-bowl-food-bowl-healthy-970853/
https://pixabay.com/users/27707-27707/
https://pixabay.com/service/terms/


Smoothie, josephvm, Pixabay License
License Compatibility Chart,CC Wiki, CC BY 4.0

https://pixabay.com/photos/milkshake-drink-glass-strawberry-3287788/
https://pixabay.com/users/josephvm-289221/
https://pixabay.com/service/terms/
https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Copyright

Best Practices for Attribution

Include the Title, Author, Source, License.

University of North Georgia Press has great examples of 
attribution.

https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/best_practices_for_attribution
https://ung.edu/university-press/books/textbooks-and-oers.php


Copyright

If your resources are not under a Creative Commons license 
or Public Domain, you can consider Fair Use or requesting 
permission.

I am creating an Open Educational Resource that will be 
uploaded to [website]. I am requesting a non-exclusive, 
perpetual license to use the images listed below. I would 
include the following copyright notice under the image (or 
whatever copyright statement you request to appear).

https://copyright.columbia.edu/basics/fair-use.html


Play along: Copyright

What concerns do you have about copyright?

Stressed, BedexpStock , Pixabay License

https://pixabay.com/users/bedexpstock-6161331/
https://pixabay.com/service/terms/


Play along: Are the materials you found 
accessible?

Accessibility best-practices:
•Accessibility as a spectrum
• Student and person centered
•Universal Design for Learning (UDL) as a mindset



Accessibility Checker Tools

BC Open Textbook Accessibility Toolkit provides 
information on evaluating and creating open textbooks, 
including a checklist for accessibility.

Accessibility Module outlines how to evaluate and 
create accessible video, images, course materials, and 
textbooks.

Web Accessibility Evaluation Tool analyzes websites to 
determine if they meet accessibility guidelines.

https://opentextbc.ca/accessibilitytoolkit/
http://www.openwa.org/module-9/
http://wave.webaim.org/


Publishing

Talk to your library. They may have an institutional 
repository for you to publish your materials.

If that is not an option, free tools are available:
MERLOT has Content Builder
OER Commons has Open Author

You can upload the materials anywhere you feel 
comfortable. Make sure you add it to MERLOT and OER 
Commons and other OER repositories.

https://info.merlot.org/merlothelp/Content_Builder_Welcome.htm
https://www.oercommons.org/authoring-overview


Engage Students

Open Educational…

•Resources AND Practices

• “What you teach with” and “how you teach”

• “The set of pedagogical practices that include engaging 
students in content creation and making learning 
accessible is known as open pedagogy.” (Elder)
•Content creation, also curation, adaptation, remixing



Our Story: Open Pedagogy
Constanze and John share example activities like the 
timeline and cover design contest...





Example of Student Permission Slip
I grant [publisher] the non-exclusive right to:
• distribute my project ("the Work") over the Internet and make it part of [OER or publishing platform].
• migrate or convert it, without altering the content, to any medium or format for preservation and/or continued 
distribution.

I agree that [publisher] may keep more than one copy of this submission for the purposes of security, backup, and 
preservation. I understand that once a Work is deposited in [OER or publishing platform], it may not be removed.

By signing the form, I, the author, declare that:
• I have the full power and authority to make this agreement;
• this submission is my own original Work;
• the Work does not infringe any copyright, nor violate any proprietary rights, to the best of my knowledge;
• in the event of a dispute over copyright to material contained in this Work, I accept full responsibility for any breach of 
copyright that distributing these files or metadata may entail.

You, as the author, retain copyright to the Work uploaded into [OER or publishing platform]. In addition, you have options to
control how others can view and use your Work. Please check the option that you prefer:
_____ Default – You own the copyright and others must contact you to reuse your Work.
_____ Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 License – You own the copyright and you license your work under a Creative 
Commons Attribution 4.0 license. This license lets others distribute, remix, tweak, and build upon your work, even 
commercially, as long as they credit you for the original creation. If you prefer a different Creative Commons license, please 
state your preference:



Diverse applications

•What might this look like in your discipline and classes?
• World History: OER Textbook timeline example
• Composition: Collections of student essays
• STEM related: Student generated study guides, writing 

practice test questions
• Have students write alt tags for pictures
• Discuss: Share other examples
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