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THE CALVERT SCIENTIFIC EXPLORING EXPEDITION, 1896-7.

Equipped at the vequest and expense of Albert F. Calvert, Esq., F.R.G.S., London, for the purpose of
Ezploring the remaining blanks of Australia.

MEMBERS OF THE EXPEDITION :

L A Wells . .. Leader.
C. F. Wells 5 . Second in Command.
G. A. Keartland x ... Naturalist and representing Botany.
G. L. Jones ... ... Mineralogist and Photographer.
James Trainor = ... Cook and Assistant.
Bejah ... Afghan in charge of camels.
Said Ameer ... b ... Assistant (Afghan) camel-driver.
EqQuipmMENT :
20 camels. < TOREN SPECIAL Cof7
6 pairs of 25-gallon water kegs. »

1 pair of 5-gallon water kegs.
Stores, instruments, ete.
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May 11 to 22, 1896.—Engaged in Adelaide with Mr. A. T. Magarey, agent for Mr. Calvert, in
forming the party and making necessary arrangements for stores, equipment, etc., so that an immediate
start may be made, it being already late in the year to take advantage of the cool season.

Saturday, May 23.—Messrs. C. F. Wells, G. A. Keartland, G. L. Jones, Bejah, and myself left
the city for Port Adelaide to take our passages by the s.s. “ Waroonga ” for Geraldton.

Sunday, May 24.—We steamed out of Port Adelaide at daylight.

Thureday, May 28.—Arrived at Albany at 1 a.m. and finding I should have but little time at
my disposal in Perth if I continued my journey by sea, I decided to take rail from there, and rejoin the
boat at Fremantle.

Friday, May 29.—Travelled through the night, and arrived at Perth about 11 am. During the
afternoon the Premier of Western Australia, Sir John Forrest, granted me an interview, and arranged
that I should call upon him to-morrow.

Saturday, May 30.—Again waited on the Premier, who has granted several concessions,
supplying me with information and advice in connection with his memorable trip across the Continent
in 1874.

Mr. Brooking, the Deputy Surveyor General, also supplied me with plans of all settlements
fringing the unexplored country in Western Australia.

Monday, June 1.—Mr. Jones and Mr. Keartland arrived at Fremantle.

Tuesday, June 2.—-This morning I called on the Deputy Surveyor General, and obtained at his
office all plans and information likely to be of service to me. Proceeded by rail to Fremantle, and left by
s.s. “ Waroonga,” at 1 p.m., for Geraldton.

Wednesday, June 3.—We reached Geraldton at 10 a.m. this morning. Arranged with Messrs.
Burns, Philp, & Co. to act as our agents. Finding there would be delay in getting our goods despatched
to Mullewa, owing to the block at the goods shed, I decided that Mr. C. F. Wells should remain and
await Trainor’s arrival from Adelaide, whilst the remainder of the party accompanied me to Mullewa,
where I purpose purchasing camels for the Expedition.
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Thursday, June 4.—Barometer at 9 a.m., at sea-level, 29-25.
Proceeded by rail to Mullewa.

During the afternoon I inspected some thirty-five (35) camels of Messrs. Faiz and Taigh Mahome
and consider them the most miserable-looking, weedy brutes I have ever seen. They are small and very
poor, and it would take forty (40) of them to carry our loading as far as Cue.

The Afghan in charge informed me that these were a fair sample of the Company’s camels, and
also that there might be another caravan down from Cue in a week’s time.

Friday, June 5—Mr. Hoare, at present representing Faiz and Taigh Mahomet at Geraldton,
arrived, and informed e that some other camels would probably be down on the 8th inst., and asked me
to select some from those now in the yards. He stated that they looked poor because they were
‘“moulting ”—a term I never before heard applied to a camel. However, I refused to select any unless I
could see twenty (20) sufficiently good for my requirements.

Saturday, June 6.—Hearing last evening that Messrs. Jules Gascard & Co. had goo:l camels on
the Cue road, and within 80 miles of Mullewa, I interviewed Mr. Gascard, and arranged to go up by
coach and inspect them on the road. I alsoreceived an offer, in writing, for the choice of twenty (20)
from the caravan.

To-day I learned that the larger and better-conditioned of Faiz and Taigh Mahomet’s camels had
been sent to trade between Cueand Lawlers, and I thereby inferred that the culls were kept back for my
selection.

Travelled by coach and five horses to Chain Pump. Having inspected the camels on the road,
and feeling thoroughly satisfied with their appearance, I decided to await the return coach for Mullewa.

Sunday, June 7.—At Chain Pump awaiting coach.

Monday, June 8.—Returned per mail coach to Mullewa. Found C. F. Wells had arrived from
Geeraldton, bringing with him Trainor, who had come direct from Adelaide.

Tuesday, June 9.—Waiting the arrival of Gascard’s camels.

Wednesday, June 10.—Formed a camp about one mile East of township, to facilitate arrangement
of loading, etc.

Waiting arrival of camels; they came in at 10 p.m.

Thursday, June 11 —Purchased 19 pack-camels and one riding-camel, 14 pack saddles,and 20 bells
and straps. Sent Bejah in charge, accompanied by another Afghan.

Friday, June 12.—To-day we were all employed preparing and packing loading, in equal weights.
It is my intention to make our start for Cue to-morrow.

Saturday, June 13.—-We loaded our camels for the first time, packing 14 of them, which are
averaging over 500lbs. weight apiece. The six camels we are riding are also each carrying about 1001bs. of
goods. We shall have a good road to follow for the first three hundred (300) miles, and by the time we
reach the Lake Way Goldfield shall have lightened the loading considerably.

Getting off camp at 1 p.m., we travelled for about ten miles to a well on the Cue road.

Sunday, June 14.—Travelled about 13 miles, camping on poor feed. The country is excessively
dry, and the feed very scarce.

Monday, June 15.—We were stringing out of camp at 9 a.m. this morning, and made fairly good
headway, doing 17 miles for the day. Our camp is on a patch of good saltbush, which provides fine feed
for our hungry animals. Up to the present we have been travelling over a very poor class of undulating
country of generally shallow, reddish soil over granulite, with quartz outcropping in places on the rises,
and a little granite. The vegetation consists chiefly of dense thickets of low mulga, casuarina, dwarf
tea-tree, heath, native poplar, and dwarf mallee. Patches of good red soil occur in the flats, studded with
salmon gum and large mallee.

Tuesday, June 16.—Continued our journey at 9 a.m. this morning. Passed a good many mulga
(acacia) thickets, and a few patches of saltbush, along the banks of a creek, with some nice pools of fresh
water. There are numerous wells of generally fresh water, from three to 10 miles apart, all along the
road. Camped on an open flat with fair pasture, after travelling about 18 miles.

Wednesday, June 17.—Still following a good road we passed Gabyon Station at eight miles, and
reached Chain Pump at 3 p.m., having done 18 miles for the day.

The feed is good here; so as some of the camels are low in condition, and all are carrying heavy
loads, I have decided, for their benefit, to rest here to-morrow.

Thursday, June 18.—Messrs. Keartland and Jones left camp early this morning, in quest of
bird-life and botanical specimens.

Friday, June 19.—The camels are looking all the better for their day’s rest here, the feed being
good, with abundance of herbage. )

Starting at 9 a.m. we followed along the telegraph line, passing ““ Pindathoona Wells” at 13 miles,
and at 16 miles, camping at a nice pool of water on the road. There is excellent bush and herbage here
for the camels. The country passed over to-day was of a much better character than any seen hitherto.
It showed good brown loam undulations with open mulga (acacia), and was fairly clothed with saltbush
and a variety of soft herbage.

Saturday, June 20.—Following the road along the telegraph line for the whole day’s stage
(20 miles), we camped near “ Gulearo’” Well and Pool.
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Passed over good mulga pastoral country to-day.

Sunday, June 21.—At 845 a.m. we were again on the move, passing “ Gulearo Pool,” a fine, long
hole of water; Mr. Keartland, walking on ahead and carrying his gun on the qui vive for birds or game,
followed the telegraph line. At 16 miles we passed ““ White Water Well.”” As the feed was poor here,
we went on to “Jupp’s Well”’ (three miles further), where we camped, having done 19 miles for the day.
The water is excellent, but feed is rather scarce.

There is no noticeable change in the country, which is gently undulating with granite or
granulite outcropping on the rises. The soil is good but densely clothed with mulga (acacia) of various
kinds. There is little herbage or grass. We passed some cork trees to-day.

Monday, June 22.---Cloudy morning. A few drops of rain have fallen.

Although all the camels had water last evening they look very hollow this morning, evidencing the
poor nature of the feed around this spot.

Starting at 845 a.m. we followed the electric line for four miles and then took the track to the left,
passing “ Wheelarra Well ” at nine miles. As there was fair feed here I decided to camp and allow our
poor ‘“ ships of the desert” a little more time to fill themselves.

Tuesday, June 23.—Starting at 850 a.m. and taking the dray track from ¢ Wheelarra” we passed
through some nice open flats. Then following the telegraph line we passed “ Bullara Spring” at seven
miles, and at ecight miles again cut the dray track. At 14 miles we passed “ Woolgerong ”’ public house
obtaining there some useful information about the road to Cue, and at 15 miles, “ Old Woolgerong,”
where there is an enormous granite outerop or hill. The tracks split liere, the left hand one going via
“Coodardy ” to ‘“ Nannine,” and the right hand one to Cue. Following the latter for five miles we cut the
telegraph line, and a mile and a-half farther on we camped at a well, which is at the foot of one of those
enormous outcrops of granite before mentioned. There is fair feed here, but care must be exercised to
avoid the poison plant (Gastrolobium), which grows around the granite. The caravan travelled for day
about 15 miles.

Wednesday, June 24.—A drizzling rain was falling as we packed this morning, but it cleared off
during the day.

Started at 845, and travelled through some excellent saltbush flats, open mulga, and other good
acacias and currant bushes, passing a shallow clay-pan at four miles, a well with excellent feed at seven
miles, two (2) large clay-pans at 11 miles, and another well, on our left, at 15 miles. One mile further
on we reached an accommodation house and dairy farm combined. Taking the left-hand track for two
miles we camped at a large water-hole, which is one mile Westerly from ‘ Cuddingwarra’ mining town.

Travelled for day, 18 miles.

Thursday, June 25.—At 850 a.m. we resumed our journey. We passed the township at one
mile, and reached Cue at eight miles. Failing to find sufficient feed for the camels, I travelled for two
and a-half miles along the Nannine road, and North-Easterly from the township.

Travelled for day, 13 mailes.

Friday, June 26.—Engaged in camp most of the day altering loading to suit the different camels
Arranged for the disposal of some unnecessary equipment and stores.

Mr. Keartland and Mr. Jones went to Cue to take some photographs.

Saturday, June 27.—I had anticipated getting an experienced camel-driver at Mullewa, but,
finding this impossible, have decided to take a second Afghan instead. This will necessitate some re-
arrangement of the stores, and permit a reduction in weight.

Sunday, June 28.—In camp.

Monday, June 29.—Packed the camels, and, with Mr. C. F. Wells in charge, the caravan and
members of the party start:d for Lake Way, which was discovered by me in 1892, and where there is now
a township and goldfield. This is known as the * East Murchison District.”” It is astonishing how
quickly the country becomes developed when gold is known to exist. It was on 6th April, 1892, that I
returned to Naunine after discovering the auriferous country to the Eastward, where nothing but vast
sand plains were supposed to exist. I was eagerly questioned regarding the country, and very shortly
after prospectors set out and followed my tracks. At several of my discoveries of that year (notably
Mount Sir Samuel, Lake Darl6t, and Lake Way) there are now townships and goldfields.

Leaving Cue at 10 a.m. I overtook the caravan, and we reached Jack’s Well at 2 p.m. Here we
were gratified to find a beautiful lake of fresh water a mile or two in extent, and abundance of fine
herbage. There was from six to eight feet of water in the lake, which is fringed with tea-tree. This is not a
permanent water, but the result of recent, exceptionally heavy rains. We camped here to allow the
camels the benefit of the good feed.

Travelled for day, 12 miles.

Barometer at Cue Post Office at 9 a.m. to-day 28'50, and 1,580 feet above sea-level from setting at
Geraldton.

Tuesday, June 30.—Leaving the lake at 9115 a.m., and following now a new track for Lake Way,
generally bearing East and East-North-East, we first passed over some open, limestone country with fair
feed and a few large mallee trees, and theu some level, chocolate soil with thickets of mulga. At ten (10)
miles passed a well called “ Mungatabubba’ with fairly open patches, and further on again met with
mulga thickets. At 15 miles we came upon a splendid open flat with most luxuriant growth of herbage
and everlasting flowers.

There is every evidence of splendid rains having fallen in this locality.
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Wednesday, July 1.—The camels looked well this morning, and if our good fortune with respect
to feed continues, I hope to find a great improveient in their condition on arrival at Lake Way.

Getting a start at 9 a.m. we first travelled two and a-half miles over nice open flats with grass and
herbage, and then entered level country of good chocolate soil clothed with dense mulga and thickets,
with grassy patches, geranium, and other herbage in places. Noted some beautiful everlasting flowers of
various hues amidst the mulga.

At 16 miles we reached the top of a granulite or sandstonerise thickly clothed with mulga, jam-
wood (acacia), tea-tree, mallee, grevillia, and undergrowth of poor quality, but no feed. At 18 miles
camped on Eastern side of rise of some fair saltbush and herbage—the first good feed met with since
early morning.

Thursday, July 2.—Started this morning at 845 a.m. passing over some open, grassy, and mulga
flats, and at eight and a half miles we saw “ Mogul Well.” From here the country 1s open with scattered
gums (eucalyptus), mulga, saltbush, grass, and herbage. At 10 miles we passed another well in a large
clay-pan which was full of water. From here onward the country is more open, with nice saltbush flats,
patches of samphire, mulga thickets, tea-tree, and low bushes.

Camped on fair pasture at 2:30 p.m., having travelled about 14 miles for day.

I find that it will be necessary, owing to heavy loads and condition of the camels, to proceed by
short stages until our work of exploring commences, when a depdt will be formed, and the poorer animals
spelled until their condition improves.

Friday, July 3.—Light showers falling at intervals-to-day. Leaving at 8'30 a.m., we passed by
“ Yarrabubba Well”” at one mile, where there is a hut and man in charge of native shepherds and sheep;
then followed mulga thickets, open saltbush, granulite ridges, and outcrops of granite. At 10 miles we
reached * Wellbundinun Well,” where, in 1892, I formed my depdt (Elder Expedition), preparatory to
exploring the East Murchison country.

Passing “ Nanadie Well” (Mr. Townsend’s furthest outside water) at 13 miles, we camped, at 14
miles, at a small dam on the track. Some heavy showers fell just before camping. Here we overtook a
rather fine lot of Faiz and Taigh Mahomet’s camels, en route for Lake Way township with loading.

Saturday, July 4 —Showery all day. There is good feed here, and I have decided to spell until
Monday morning.

Sunday, July 5.—In camp. Light showers falling at intervals, but beyond replenishing the feed
they can do but little good.

Monday, July 6.—After striking camp and saddling the camels rain came on, and it looked so
threatening that, expecting a wet day, I ordered the Afghans to let the camels go. However, after a few
light showers it all passed off, although the wind was still strong from the North-West.

Tuesday, July 7.—Resumed our marchat 8:50 a.m., and travelled Easterly through country of fairly
level, chocolate soil, with mulga thickets and open flats, silver grass and mulga grass, occasional quartz
outcrops, and ridges of granulite. Passed “ Ghondamile Soak” (dry) at five miles, then came more
mulga and excellent herbage, and at 11 miles good, red, sandy soil, porcupine and good herbage, grevillia,
a little mallee, mulga, and wattle-bush (acacia).

At 16 miles sand-ridges appeared. At 18 miles, at the Western foot of a low granulite ridge, we
camped in a mulga thicket with porcupine and good herbage.

Wednesday, July 8.—Showery morning. Starting at 830 a.m. and travelling North-East and
North through mulga, we reached *“ Bubba-ngundi Creek ” at six miles. We found a well had been sunk
here in its bed, since my previous exploration of 1892 as a member of the Elder Scientific Expedition.
From the well we followed up a branch creek bearing about East. The herbage here was most prolific,
being knee-deep in places. At 10 miles from camp left creek, travelling North-East and North over open
mulga and grass country, and gradually ascending until we reached the summit of a range of sandstone
with quartz and ironstone outcrops at 16 miles. Then North-East and Easterly over stony country until
20 miles had been traversed. At this point we found the first feed met with since leaving the creek this
morning.

_There are some large quartz blows or outcrops on the North side of the dray-track which we are
following.

Thursday, July 9.—A shower of rain fell at 6 a.m. Travelling Easterly for three miles, we
struck a creek trending in a Northerly direction, where a large valley is noticeable. At the crossing are
several large kurrajong trees and some shallow stony water-holes. Soakages (though not perma,ﬁnent
ones) are to be found in sandy places further down the channel. Continuing on through rather dense
mulga and occasional open grassy water-courses we agam entered open, sandy, porcupine country, showing

some low, red sand-ridges, and wooded with wattle-bush, a few pi revilli us)
mallee, banksia, and low bushes. Bifesugrevitia, bloodwood, (encalypinad

' lAt 2:30 p.m,, having travelled 14 miles, we camped in a thicket of mulga with little herbage. The
?:%1: head was not promising for camel-feed, nothing but porcupine and low scattered bushes being
isible.

Tracks of aborigines, going Northward, were seen to-day in the sandy country.
Friday, July 10.—This morning,
a dew nor rain, the camels’ backs being p
over desert porcupine country, with occ
outcrops covering a big !
water from here we cros

for the first time for a considerable period, we have had neither
er_fectly dr_y. Following the dray track at 8'15 a.m. we travelled
as1qnal thickets of mulga, for six miles to some large granite
area of ground, with a good soakage at foot and shallow rock holes. Taking
sed several granulite ridges, also sandstone and quartzite clothed with mulga,
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jamwood (acacia), and cork trees and grass on the flats. At nine miles we passed a sandy soakage in a
creek, and at 12 miles a fair saltbush flat. From here on the mulga is dense and large, with patches of
porcupine and mallee. Soil, a red loam, and sandy where porcupine is seen.

At 18 miles camped on inferior camel feed, having seen nothing good for the last six miles.

Saturday, July 11.—Fine morning. Some of the camels did fairly well last night, but the
poorer ones look hollow, the feed being scattered.

The country crossed for the last two or three days is very stony in places, consequently some of
them are tender-footed.

Beginning the day’s journey at 810 a.m., and travelling the same class of country, we reached a
granite knob or bluff at five miles. The porcupine flats about here have some fine large bloodwoods
(eucalyptus) scattered over them. We noted very good green herbage at 11 miles, and at 18 miles
camped in a mulga water-course with soft herbage.

Sunday, July 12.—A heavy frost was experienced last night. Several of the camels are lame this
morning, owing to the many sharp, loose stones on the ground’s surface.

Packing some of our riding camels in place of others, and walking ourselves, we got a start at
825 a.m., and are now following the foot of a large range in an Easterly or North-Easterly direction.
The track is very stony, and not at all suited for camels. Walking in front of the caravan, we cleared
the stones off as best we could for nine miles, to the bluff end of the range, which is on my ronte of 1892
(Elder Expedition). This point was named after myself by the South Australian branch of the Royal
Geographical Society. It is about 2,100 feet above the sea level, 200 feet above its base, and 400 feet in
elevation from Lake Way, which is but four miles Easterly from here. Rounding the point of the range,
we bore Northerly until we struck a wide gum (eucalyptus) watercourse, with excellent camel feed. We
saw nice large gums here, also beefwood, acacia, currant bush, willow, tea-tree and mulga on cither side ;
also patches of saltbush and splendid grass and herbage.

Owing to the stony nature of the country our progress was greatly retarded, and, although we
travelled till late, we only compassed 15 miles for the day.

Monday, July 13.—Resuming our journey at 840 a.m., and still travelling Northerly, we crossed
the creek again, and at three (3) miles reached a beautiful chain of fresh-water lagoons-—shallow, so far
as I could ascertain, and only filled after exceptional rains.

When overflowing, these lagoons empty into Lake Way, which is salt. They appear to have been
dry for many years at some time or other, as there are belts of mulga, low bushes, and saltbush growing

in their beds. We formed a camp on the furthest North-Western shore, on a patch of rather poor feed.
Travelled for day about 3% miles.

Tuesday, July 14.—During the morning some natives came to camp, bringing « lad with them who
could speak broken English. Up to the present time, and since leaving Geraldton, I have been unable to
get a native of any value to us. All the useful ones are employed by prospectors and teamsters. This
boy appears anxious to go with us, and I will take him. He says his name 1s “ Wyndham.”

Observed for true meridian and latitude. Found latitude 26deg. 38min. 41sec. South at camp,

and variation of compass 2deg. 32min. West, the true bearing from Mt. Wells to camp being North 8deg.
40min. Bast.

Wednesday, July 15.—Mr. Jones went to the natives’ camp and measured and photographed
some of the natives; and Mr. Keartland was successful in getting some specimens of birds and botanical
collections.

Cut up and salted sheep and repaired saddles.

Observed with another sextant and mean of four (4) stars, gave latitude 26deg. 38min. 30sec.
South.

Thursday, July 16.—The camels are not faring well on this camp, and I am disappointed at not
getting better feed for them. We shall now require all our strength, as, for the future, it will all be
cross-country work, with probably heavy loads of water to carry.

Giving our last correspondence, for some months at least, to “ Dadu,” an Afghan friend of Bejah,
who is returning from the township to Cue, we packed up and left this camp, travelling Easterly round
the edge of the lagoons for five (5) miles to some really good feed, and on country free from stones. Made
a camp here, and, accompanied by Mr. Jones, I started out to examine the country on ahead, and to
ascertain whether there is any water to be found in the vicinity of Mt. Cleaver (Elder Expedition).

Leaving camp at 1°15 p.m., we travelled on a truebearing of North 69deg. East for six (6) miles, then
altered our course to North 49deg. kast for some stony hills showing in the distance, with Mt. Cleaver
in the background.

Passed for first eight (8) miles over open, level, loamy soil, clothed with mulga (acacia), excellent
herbage, and patches of saltbush and abundance of grass. Then followed sand ridges and porcupine, and
a few bloodwoods and bushes. Reaching the stony hills at 11 miles from camp, we noted granite out-
croppings to the North-East, and a small creek about half a-mile distant, fringed with gums (E. redunca).
This tortuous channel can be traced by the bright green foliage from Mt. Cleaver, where it has its source.
Mt. Wells bears from here from true meridian North 223deg. East. Going over to the creek we found
some nice little water-holes, sandy soakages, and rocky beds in the channel.

Following up the creek for two (2) miles over rocky country (granulite) with mulga and jam-wood
(acacia), we camped for the night on a small patch of herbage for the camels.

Travelled for day 19 miles.
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1 R {1 i 1 11 sandy water-hol
Friday, July 17.—We followed up the creek for one mile, seeing several sma . holes,
then bra,;zli"{i oizfl tyor Mt. Cleaver, whichpwe reached at about three (3) m}les. From the simmit the view to
the Northward was chiefly sandridges and porcupine, with low mulga ridges to the North-East. Bearing
from here to Mt. Wells North 222deg. East. I o .
Leaving the hill, we proceeded to the North side of the range, which is aboutone (1) mile long, with
an East Zz‘(rlmv%’eslt trend. II)T‘inding no water here, we travelled round the Eastern end, and thence Southerly

. . A
down a small gum creek, where there are several small water-holes, at one of which is a tree marked |, 96

and, close by, two (2) old pack camel-saddles. Feeling confident we shall find more waters on ahead when
we start with the full party, I decided to return to our camp of last night and thence to rejoin main

party.
Travelled for day 25 miles.

Saturday, July 18.—Camels have greatly improved in appearance here.

Packed up and started at 9 a.m., bearing North 64deg. East, and at about ten (10) miles reached the
small stony hill visited on the 16th inst. Then bearing North 69deg. East for three (3) miles we struck the
small gum creek coming from the Eastern end of Mt. Cleaver Range, and trending South-Westerly.
Found several small water-holes here and camped, having done 13 miles for the day. These *mall creeks
empty their waters into Lake Way.

Sunday, July 19.—Continuing on true bearing of North 69deg. East, we crossed some more
small gum creeks trending South-Westerly, reaching a granulite, mulga-clothed ridge (very stony travel-
ling) at six miles, and a similar one at eight miles. Then followed open porcupine, sandy soil, and a
little mulga and mallee (eucalyptus). At two (2) miles we reached the edge of the mulga and grasé, the
country gently rising for the next three (3) miles, when, at thirteen (13) miles, we camped near two (2)
remarkable, round-topped hills of flints (Rose Hills). These hills I noted on my exploration trip (Elder
Expedition) in 1892, my route passing a few miles to the Southward. Surrounding this spot ar¥ some
nice open saltbush flats and dry claypans. I camped here, deeming it unwise to leave a certamty, in
the shape of good feed, simply to accomplish a few extra miles of travel.

The place is alive with numerous small birds, such as finches and sh#1l and cockatoo parrots, all
making themselves very busy amongst the grass seeds.

Monday, July 20.—Still bearing North 69deg. East true. We left camp at 745 a.m., and
crossing a stony brook bearing Southerly, travelled over open saltbush flats for two (2) miles, then over
low mulga ridges or rises with quartz and ironstone rubble on surface. Met with mulga thickets, patches
of porcupine, a few beefwoods, corkwoods, and mallee. Watercourses (small) all bearing Southward.

At two (2) miles altered bearing to North 88deg. East, and followed this courss for two miles to the
foot of a low mulga range bearing North and South. Finding a patch of good herbage, we camped here,
having travelled 14 miles. During the evening I walked on for three miles and noted ahiad another
range, which I had crossed in 1892, on my return trip to Nannine.

Tuesday, July 21.—Started at 740 a.m., still bearing North 88deg. East, passing, at two (2)
miles, a quartz or quartzite outerop about one mile to Southward, then got into fairly open mulga (acacia
aneura) country, with grass in abundance, but of a generally inferior quality. At seven and a-half miles
came upon a shallow watercourse, trending Southerly. Reached the range at nine miles. It is of
granuliite formation and mulga-clothed in parts.

After some difficulty we found a spot at which to attempt an ascent, with a view to crogsing, and
thereby saving a long round. Managing to get to the top, we found it very stony thgrs, but were
fortunate enough to discover a good pad, which, a long time ago, had evidently bien cleared of the stones
by natives, who had piled them up on either side. We followed this across the rangs, which iy flat-
topped, for about half a-mile, when we saw some thousands of finches flying from a gorge. Here we
found a large rock-hole, with a sandy soakage, at the foot of a waterfall, which is 30ft. high. A small
creek runs out from the gorge to a flat on the Eastern side of the range.

We camped in the gorge about ten (10) chains down from the water, having travellyd ten (10) miles for
the day. I have called this place ‘“ Ballimore,” after the birthplace of Lady Hawker, wife of the late Hon.
G. C. Hawker, of South Australia. The water isin a difficult spotto find. I passed close by it without
observation in 1892. We noted fresh tracks of emus and kangaroos.

Latitude 26deg. 24min. 40sec. South.

Wednesday, July 22.—The native, “ Wyndham,” bolted durin i i

1 / ay, ) _ 4 g the night or early morning,
taking his clothing, boots, and blanket with him. We were not sorry to lose him, as he tgrned outga
useless, lazy rascal, and would only have proved an encumbrance later on.

We filled three (3) pairs of water-kegs here, and, watering the camels, we left this welcome spotat 840
a.m. Bearing North 65deg. East, we passed over broken granulite rises for two (2) miles, having crossed at
one (1) and t'wo (2) miles, two (2) fairly large watercourses, with a few cork trees and coar=e grass, trending
Southerly.  Then followed sandy country, open porcupine, desert gums (eucalyptus endesmioides), and
some bloodwoods and wattle-bush (acacia). Mulga thickets also occurred. There are small forests of

the desert gums, which are large, and look healthy. The green foliage of ti
pleasant to look upon. Crossed occasional ridges of sand El parts. g eaches gilie Doodrpods oo

At sixteen (16) miles we camped in a clump of desert gums, with a few wattle bushes only for the

camels. Noticed a good many tracks of emus to-day, and close to camp are recently-made tracks of

natives.

Thursday, July 23 —Now bearing North
many fresh tracks of natives for 31

' 54deg. East over porcupine and sandridges. Passed
miles, then the character of the country changed to low
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limestone ridges, with black oak (caswarina) teatree, saltbush. and herbage. In my opinion, water
would be found at no great depth hereabouts by sinking. At five miles we reached the top of a ridge of
sandstone and slate, with East and West strike; and at six (6) miles, at foot of same, is a dry lagoon,
the Easternedge of which we just cleared. It lies between two (2) mulgaridges, and is about one (1) mile in
extent, with good saltbush, vetch, and herbage on its edges, and sandy soil and mulga surrounding it.
This lagoon has the appearance of being fresh, except that samphire is growing around it ; so, probably, it

goes salt before drying. Continuing on, we crossed a large watercourse coming into the lagoon from the
South-South-East, with belts of tea-tree on either side.

At 10 miles reached the top of another slatey mulga-clothed ridge. From here we had a good
view of the lagoon just passed. Seeing some green gum-trees ahead, and nearly on our course, I decided
to visit them and look for water. Reaching this spot at 1 p.m. (having travelled 11 miles), we found a
beautiful little glen (Lorna Glen) between two (2) of the low mulga ridges, a wide shallow watercourse
coming in from the Northward. Some magnificent large white gums studded its banks, and on either
side were mulga, jamwood, beefwood, cork-tree, tea-tree, prickly acacia, and currant bushes. Grass and
herbage grow along the watercourse.

Formed a camp, and started down the channel in search of water, bearing Southerly for half a
mile, where another shallow watercourse junctions with this one, and then gradually trending round to
the Westward. Further down, the gum-trees, many of which are young, form a pretty avenue. We
came upon large slabs of honeycomb limestone (travertine) in the channel, and saw many familiar birds

—magpies, minahs, crows, shepherds’ companions, cockatoos, and ring-neck parrots, mulga parrots, finches
mud-larks, and butcher birds.

At 1} miles some blue cranes rose as we approached the end of a narrow lagoon, which we found
contained perfectly fresh water. This lagoon is two (2) miles from camp, and is from four (4) to ten (10)
chains wide, and about half (3) a mile long. We disturbed some black cormorants as we walked along its
edge. Probably the surface water dries here during the summer months, but, from the large quantities of
travertine limestone, I have no doubt as to the permanency of water at shallow depths. Belts of tea-tree
fringe the lagoon, which, when overflowing, empties into the other that we passed by this morning. 1
have called this water ¢ Lindsay Gordon Lagoon,” after Australia’s poet.

Highly satisfied with our success, we retraced our steps to camp, where I marked a fine gum tree
on West side %‘3%_‘3;; inside a diamond blaze. At this glen there is a very pleasing contrast between the

beautiful green of these large gum trees and the sombre tint of the mulga, which clothes the adjacent
ridges.

Latitude at camp, by observation, 26deg. 13min. 10sec. South.
Smokes, doubtless of natives, were seen from camp in a South-Easterly direction.

Friday, July 24.—We experienced a cold night and frosty morning.

Sent all camels down to the lagoon to drink, and starting from camp at 9-30 a.m. on North 65deg.
East course passed, for first five (5) miles, over fairly open country, with grass, saltbush, ete.

Noted some nice beefwood trees on low ground, and some shallow watercourses trending in a
South-Westerly direction towards the lagoon. Then, for the rest of the day, thickets of mulga alternated
with grass country. Atnine (9) miles we came upon a small patch of saltbush (giant), and ahead, very
stony, rising country approaching a rough-looking range. Fearing a stony camp, without feed beyond
this, we turned out at 2 p.m. A prominent bluff point or headland, at South-East end of a table range,
lay to the North-West, about two (2) miles from camp. My cousinand self walked over tothisand ascended
it, but could not get a good view, the range in front of us being much higher.

During the day we crossed many fresh tracks of natives.

Saturday, July 25.--The camels were dissatisfied with the feed,and made off during the night,
but Bejah soon tracked them up, and we got a good start at 8 a.m.

Continuing on same course, we reached the ranges at two miles; they are of rough sandstone and
quartzitecaps. Crossedthe first top atthree (3) miles, and struck the head of a watercourse, the direction
of which was on our bearing; its winding channel was almost hidden by some splendid kangaroo and
other grasses. There is a prominent high bluff point about half-a-mile on our right, which I have named
¢ Sierra.” H

Following down the watercourse we were surprised to see some fairly recent cattle tracks, evidently
those of cattle which had strayed from settlements at the head of the Murchison River during the last
rains. At five (5) miles we passed the highest point of a belt of broken hills about one (1) mile to our
left; these are in a valley between the ranges. Here we noticed some clay-pans and dry lagoons.
Crossed another topat seven (7) miles, and found progress difficult. Cleared off some of the stones,
breaking mulga and following in places old pads of kangaroos. There are several watercourses here bearing
to the North. We did not get clear of this range* until we had travelled about twelve (12) miles, when
we descended to grassy plains and mulga, with outcrops of sandstones, and several shallow watercourses,
trending Easterly. The ranges just crossed were striking East-South-East and West-North-West, and,
in my opinion, divide the water-shed of the Murchison from the country lying to the Eastward of this.

Noticing the green tints of the tops of some gum trees on our left, I felt certain there must be
water in the creek, and I therefore asked my cousin to cross over to the nearest point to ascertain whether
it was so, whilst I continued on our course with the caravan, cutting a large gum creek at sixteen (16) miles.
Here I met my cousin following down the channel. He reported plenty of water in holes all along its
course. We camped here on a nice water-hole at 4 p.m,, ela,teé1 atour good fortune, as we had been
hoping to find some good water on this side of the rough range crossed to-day.

* I have called this range ** Princess Range,” in honour of her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales.
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There are some splendid gum trees (E. redunca) and red mulga fringing the channel, which hag
i 1 d time.

the appearance of running strongly in floo ' o . B
i -hole. This must bs an indication of
i ick he shell of a small tortoise at this water-ho s ' _ n o
p 1Be]tahagstiielivph;r;enzt far distant. The channel of this creek is about fifty (50) yards.w]de’ with g,
E:;g?ll)?(ll i:1V clay. This I have named “Charles Wells Creek,” after Mr. C. F. Wells, second in commang

of the expedition.

i k, continuing our course
Yunday, July 26.—Leaving the water-hole at 9 a.m., we crossed the cr;e- :
of the l‘a?;fcnftfawydavs ?{’or two (2) miles, when the,cilanllilel tt(;olI{Ea lé)ng iv:ge?giltét(}llswguth';&:}s)t col;:z:; ?1? :ﬁe
i could see it again bending to the North-East, sor . =

(I)\Tfoirl'tit(s)indie I;:](;Sgsgs‘fed of low, mulgga-clothed ridges of sharp stones, Laltered our: olur i t;((l) h ortél 1 00;](;9;., Eust,
travelling over open mulga and saltbush country with some nice claypans, the low ri Afgtes _0’l tam 8 O'Iie and
slate lying on our left. We saw some old wurlies (natives) as we travelle_d along.} tlg,, Lt )"I}Il].e&f-we
found another gum creek coming into this one from the North-West, with rough c 111111 r_}l'lou ?]l. 11 side,
Here we found a splendid, long water-hole,* with ten (10) feet of yellowish water in stiff y O;V clay, a gzood
clay bottom, and steep banks. When full this hole would hold 15 tjeet of water. Home months nlm tdhave
elapsed since it was filled, the grass and herbage along the banks being almost dry. There iz ag 'd.]Jllll ance
of good saltbush in the creek valley, and as last night’s camp was a poor one for feed, I decided to camp
here, having travelled but ten (10) miles for the day.

During the afternoon I walked on a bearing of 65deg. magnetic ovirr ridg ¢ of exeredingly hard,
rectangular, sharp, sandstones and slates, all fairly open. At three (3) niles from the top of one of
one of these ridges, I could see the creek at camp coming from a cous1derablg distane ‘to horth-\Ves.t.
A prominent table-top hill at the Western end of a range or table-land biars #orth ]70) Eaat, true. This
hill, which is ahout 15 or 20 miles distant, I have called “Mount Alexandra,” after Hc:r lwya] Inglm'v,s. the
Princess of Wales, and the end of the range or table-land, * Federation Head_land’ (th range is pro-
bably identical with the * Carglew Range” of the Elder Expedition). The Prinesss Rangs is apparently
in the same line, the prominent table-hill being between the two. The gap tornu (1_ Lt wasin thesi two
ranges I have called “ Kingston Pass,” after the Hon. C. C. Kingston, Premier of Sonth Australia, who
has taken a prominent part in the present Federal Council. I crossed over towards thy vrek on which
we camped yesterday, with a view of finding an easier route for the camels to-murriw ; having heen
successful, I returned to camp at 5 p.m., after walking seven miles over rough country.

Federation Headland. Mt. Alexandra. Kingston Pass. Princess Range.

View from near Camp, July 26th (about 20 miles distant),

Monday, July 27 —Travelled South-Easterly along the creek for half-a- mile, when it m aches the
valley of the larger one found on the 25th inst., and splits up into severa) channels. Then skirted the
valley along the edge of the rough country I had seen yesterday, bearing North 80deg. East for three (3)
miles, then North 50deg. East for two (2) miles, where the creek, which junections with the larger one, i mpties
into a salt lagoon about one (1) mile wide here, with shallow water, anq hard, rocky sandstone outerops in
its bed. On the North are very rough sandstone and slate ridges, and sand ridges on tha South, At

four (4) miles on this course the lagoon was so close to the rocky stone ridges that we were forced to leaws
its shore and cross the latter.,

' Now bearing North 20deg. East and crossing broken ridges. We noted that the lagoon smptied
nto a salt lake on our right, where sand ridges were bordering its shores, At four (4) miles we struck

the junction of two more creeks, fringed with beautifyl gum ftrees (E. redunca). One of these creeks
comes in from the West, and the other from the North. Wost (330deg.). There is capital camel feed here,

good herbage and saltbush, so we camped, at eleven (11) miles for th
went up the channel to the North-West, and at 13 miles he found ;
in his opinion, will last for a month or more, Walking Easter]

some high sand hills which grow good herbage, T came to 5 large salt lake (Lake Rudall)—the same one

we noticedf this(;norn_ilng—quite dry. The bearing along its edge was North 50deg. East. T should say
1t is quite four (4) miles wide and eight (8) or ten (10) miles long. There g table-t tl
South-Eastern side, and sand hills border its shores, ¢ S O (g o e

Return_ing to camp, I noticed fresh footprints of a native an
creek, where it empties its waters into g samphire flat and the

d threedogs. In the sandy bed of the
gumtrees terminate, were several nice

* Frederick Water.
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soakages of fresh water. A number of crested bronzewing pigeons were flying around here, filling the
air with the well-known sound of their wiry wings. Mr. Keartland reports having seeu a domestic cat
yesterday, and there are several tracks of these animals here. It would be natural to assume that the
whole of these unknown parts of Western Australia is inhabited by them, for during the trip of the
Elder Expedition across the Victoria Desert in 1891 I, myself, saw a domestic cat, and at Frazer Range
we were informed that the outside natives captured and devoured a great many.

+Latitude by observation, 25deg. 58min. 2sec. South.
Tuesday, July 28.-—Cold night, frosty morning.

At 820 am. we continued our travels, now bearing North 50deg. East true, over open mulga
flats and sandstone and slate outcrops. Crossed another gum creek at three (3) miles, with a nice waterhole
on our left, where we saw some ducks, and at four (4) miles anotherchannel, both coming from the North-
West, and another a little further on, coming from the North, all trending towards the salt lake.

From here I could see Mount Hosken (J. Forrest, 1874), bearing North 92deg. East. Altered
course to North 80deg. East, and, crossing more rough sandstone, slate ridges, and gullies, met with
another gum creek at three (3) miles, with a North and South trend, and at nine (9) milesanother, trending
South and apparently coming from the North-West.

Continuing on the same course over broken sandstone country and hillocks, some very red in
appearance, a great deal of bare ironstone rubble ground, and some clay-pans, a little inferior mulga, and
poor saltbush. Camped at 4 p.m., at thirteen (13) miles on this bearing and seventeen (17) miles for the

day. Very poor food here for the camels. T made a mistake in not camping at the last creek crossed,
but it is easy to be wise now!

Walked to a hill about one (1) mile North-East of the camp, which is capped with hard flint,
Bearings from here to Mount Hosken, North 118deg. East, and to Mount Moore, which is also visible,
North 6deg. East. I could not see Lake Augusta from this hill.

Wednesday, July 29.—The camels made off during the night. Getting them all packed at 840
a.m. and attempting a start, we noticed one of our best pack camels trembling in the hind quarters, and,
thinking he had hurt himself whilst rising (his load being heavy), we removed his pack to anather
animal. However, shortly after starting, heé lay down and would not rise again. Almost immediately
afterwards another was affected in the same manner. We then knew they had been poisoned. I had all
the packs removed, and leaving Bejah and the remainder of the party here to attend the sick ones,
myself, my cousin, and Mr. Jones started with 18 camels for Lake Augusta or Mt. Moore, in the hope of

finding food and water in that vicinity, as it was my intention to form my first dep6t hereabouts, if
practicable.

Getting a fresh start at 10-30 a.m., and bearing North 10deg. East for Mt. Moore, we passed over
miserable flats of clay with slate rises and quartz crystal, and destitute of all vegetation except dead
mulga and bushes. At six (6) miles hillocks of decomposed slate with alittle mallee occurred. From here
are visible the red sandridges surrounding Lake Augusta, and the Timperley Range is very conspicuous.
Mt. Hosken, at it most Southern end, is a peculiar hill, the summit b:ing a peak of red and white.
Reaching the sandridges, and ascending one, I saw Lake Augusta close by, to the East. It resembled a
large claypan, very shallow and perfectly dry. The sandridges were also very drought-stricken in
appearance, the only feed b2ing a little wattle-bush. This was very disappointing, and we had now but
little hope of finding feed or water at Mt. Moore. When Sir John Forrest discovered this lake in 1874 it
was teeming with wild fowl (ducks and swans) and presented the appearance of being deep, and there
was plenty of water near Mt. Moore in holes. Taking the camels to the Northern side of the sandridges,

we camped at the entrance to the lake of (2) two shallow watercourses, where there is but little feed, having
travelled fourteen (14) miles from the rest of the party.

My cousin and self started at 4 p.m. for Mt. Moore, Mr. Jones remaining in charge of the camp
and camels. After riding about five (5) miles we found Sir John Forrest’s camp and his marked tree,

also a small pile of stones erected by him on Mt. Moore. The country here was exceedingly dry and
parched.

Returned to camp at 7 p.m. and found the camels had made off, and we had twice to go after
them in the dark. It was 10 p.m. before our day’s work was finished. Travelled 24 miles for day.

Thursday, July 30.—Feeling anxious about the poisoned camels, I made an early start, and
rejoined the others at noon. I found the poor beasts not much improved, being still in pain. Bejah had
given them a mixture of warm water and soap, without the desired effect. We at once dosed each of
them with a bottle of castor-oil and hot water, and administered an injection of soap and water with a
gun-barrel, a course: successfully adopted by Colonel Warburton in similar circumstances. The oil and
injection, together with a good rolling about, have had the desired effect; although they are still unable
to rise, I believe the animals are much improved. One is almost paralysed in the hind quarters, whilst
the other has lost the use of his fore legs. Where these two camels were found feeding yesterday
morning, Mr. Keartland has discovered a plant which we believe to have been the cause of the trouble.
It is small and almost leafless, with several shoots from the main stem, and generally about twelve (12)
inches high ; when broken a sticky, milky fluid is seen. In place of leaves, it has a small fringe, and is
very green when all other herbage is dry, and consequently inviting in appearance to a hungry camel.

When food is plentiful, camels do not usually eat food strange to them.

Friday, July 31.—This morning one of the camels managed to rise, but is too weak to travel,
whilst the other is still improving. Messrs. Keartland and Jones, with Bejah, remained here with the
invalids, whilst Mr. C. F. Wells, Trainor, and Said Ameer accompanied me with the caravan. Following
our outward pad for four (4) miles, we reached thelast gum creek (the Brockman) crossed on the 28th inst.,
and proceeding up the channel for half-a-mile, we came upon a splendid water-hole (Harry Johnston
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A F 30 chains long and up to a chain wide, with from (B) wight to (1ii) ten £
z:'Vjtf\l})]ctlllbf?Hlt cg.pable of ho%diug fl’I())LIl (12) twelve to (15) fifteen fuet of water. It hasa clay and sundgtone
bottom, and is shaded by some beautiful white.barked gum trees (E. redunca), their green fuliage affording ,
pleasant relief to the eye. On the flats are some large beefwood trys, and re: ds or rughes
water's edge. This is an excellent water, and,

vet of wat,rat Pressnt,

KToW near the

if not permanent, it will luut for monthy; anq | fimd
confident, if it dries, that water can be found at shallow depths by sinking in its hed.
Having decided to make this our depét, I walked down the tortuous channgl of {he creek to jtg
mouth, where it empties into a salt lagoon, which apparently leads to another salt Jake.
the green gum trees end; the wate

At thrge (3) miles
s are to he seen on the
Generally bearing Houth,

We found a little feed
camp, having walkeq

r-holes are brackish, and but a fiw dead treg
banks of the creel. i

There was a variety of ducks on the water-hole, and we bagged fourtssn (14) teal and widgon,
and four (4) pigeons.

Saturday, August 1.— With (2) two riding-camels I sta “iNe rou
ducks from Trainor to our mates. On arrival found everything progressing well, and in a fw minute;

we had the second camel on his legs. He soon went down, however, but PErsavering we got him up

again, walked him about on a claypan for some time, and then left him #tanding, feeding on 201ne
herbage which his kind attendants had walkeq long distances to collect.

rted for the othgr camp, takings

At 2 pm. we packed up and started for depdt, Bejah driving the worst animal iy the rear. We
managed to get all in before dark.
Trainor and Said A meer bagged six (6) more ducks, and report more waterholes up the ereck. I have
“LAW.”
marked a white gum tree here 1 within a diamond blaze. It is on the Eastern bank of thueresk
1-8-9
and i;?cing West, about three (3) chains South of the water-hole, th
South.

Sunday, August 2.—Having found sufficient feed for the camels about her,
them all a week's spell, after which it is my intention to start on a flving trip to th.

C., and into the centre of the Great Sandy Desert, the oh; i
Y get my party and impedimenta through to the F; \ » and map jn, by differint routes,
as much as possible of the Intervening country. - During my absence Mr. C. . Walls will tak charge
here and return to ope of the gum creels crossed last weel, camping wherever he (, “m& best for fimd, to
recuperate the camels he wi]] have in his care. ’
Last evening was cloud

_ Yy and threatening, an
18 very cloudy, and g strong E,

d a few dro
asterly wind is blowin

Ps of rain fell during the night. To-day
-half miles down ths crawk, go

. se showing mange wers clipped
self at Take Way was fired beh; 4 o

behind tha shoulder.
he camp during the p;
the mess.

Wednesday, August 5.—A fine
for some game. T,

Y, apparently extending some gjyx

siuil}is (()lf e]inu e%gi. \V(;a f.m}]]nd the beld of this lake 1,400 feet above sea leve] Returning v?g }?i(vlv ami?){

at the ducks, an agged eight (8) tea » one (1) wid 1 ' p

e having war2gd e (10)( ) one (1) widgeon, and a diver, for three shots, We returned very
Thursday, August 6.— i

variation being 15mjp. West. 46 the magnetic
Making préparation for my proposed flying trip to the North and North-East,

Repairing came] saddles. Haq several camels dresgeq with tar and

Friday, August 7.y Jones and celf went
returning at 9 P-m. with ten (10) qyeks.
close enough to shoot them

Latitude at camp, 25de

Saturday
and left untj] pf

g- 55min. 49sec. South.

» August 8. — 0 i
3 dz afyu:n Omin?nt all camels to depét for water, algo two (2) pairs of kegs to be filled
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Plotting work and preparing plans for proposed trip.
A few drops of rain fell during the afternoon.

Sunday, August 9.—A cold night and slight dew.

We are all enjoying a quiet day in camp, everything being in readiness for to-morrow. This will
be our last day together for some weeks, but we all hope to meet again next month, after a successful trip
into the desert. T anticipate beingable to travel over five hundred (500) miles before returning, if no
waters are discovered.

Monday, Adugust 10.—A few drops of rain fell during the night and again this morning.

Packing all the camels, we left camp. Mr. C. F. Wells, in charge of thirteen (13) camels,
accompanied by Mr. Keartland, Trainor, and Said Ameer, with all stores and equipment, started on a
return journey to one of the several gum creeks crossed on the 27th and 28th ult., where we had noted
fair feed, with instructions to move about from place to place, if necessary, until my return, so that the
camels will always be on good feed.

Mr. Jones, Bejah, and myself, with seven (7) camels, three (3) pairs of 25-gallon kegs, and six
weeks’ supplies, proceeded up the creek to the water-hole, where the camels had their final drink, and we
topped up our kegs. Travelling Easterly along our former pad, we passed the poison camp at four (4)
miles, then bearing North 87deg. East over stony mulga-clothed undulations, with some nice patches of
Mitchell grass, we reached the Timperley Range; and, passing through a rough gap and generally bearing
North 120deg. East, we reached a small clump of bloodwood (encalyptus) trees in a valley, with a shallow
watercourse trending South-Westerly. As there was a little half-dry herbage and the spot was free from
stones, I decided at 4 p.m. to camp for the night, having travelled four (4) miles on the latter course and
sixteen (16) for the day. The Timperley Range is a succession of table-tops, with bluff points and escarp-
ments of hard sandstone overlying limestone. It is chiefly clothed with mulga. Mt. Hosken, which
forms a capital landmark, bears from camp North 261deg. East. Another similar range lies four (4)
miles Easterly from here, with a conspicuous table hill, which bears North 130deg. East.

Tuesday, August 11.-—Getting a good start this morning, we travelled up the valley bearing North
36deg. East, and at three (3) miles crossed some low mulga-crowned ridges, which apparently connect the
two ranges mentioned yesterday. Continued on same course over generally level, open, mulga country
with good soil and, for the most part, stony surface and fair grass. At nine (9) miles we saw
a clump of green trees ahead, and found them to be bloodwoods in a wide shallow watercourse, trending
North or North-West, and apparently ceasing here. There were corellas, galahs, and crested bronzewing
pigeons; the latter were feeding on the seeds of the prickly acacia, of which there is a small but very
luxuriant. patch. Believing that water was not far distant, I spent an hour in search, but, without success.
Having travelled about one (1) mile North, here I again continued on my former course of North
36deg. East, and almost immediately we saw a dark column of smoke about one (1) mile South-Easterly.
No doubt this was caused by a native, but whether as a signal to notify our presence to others or
otherwise, T cannot say. Emu and kangaroo tracks are very numerous in this locality, and several of the
latter, red in colour, were seen in the mulga. Still crossing open mulga ridges or flats, fairly grassed,
but for the most part very stony, we noted the presence of finches, doves, and parrots. At sixteen (16)
miles on our left was an isolated, round, mulga-clothed hill in a valley, with ridges of sandstone to the
Northward. These latter extend Easterly, and Sir John Forrest must have passed through them during
his exploration in 1874, as we are now nearing Mt. Bates on his route.

At twenty (20) miles, seeing no hope of anything better than some mulga and a few bushes, we
camped on stony ground. Another smoke was visible from camp a few miles to Eastward. One of the
camels is rather footsore, but I hope it is nothing serious.

Latitude at camp, 25deg. 45min. 14sec. Barometer, at 4 p.m., 28:'20. Thermometer, 75deg.

Both yesterday and to-day we saw, along our traverse, a great deal of the dreaded poison plant
before described.

Wednesday, August 12.—Altered our course and bore North 90deg. East for two (2) miles, when
we struck the large brook mentioned by Sir John Forrest as trending North-Easterly. Following the
channel, which was not well-defined, being a succession of rocky water-holes (dry) with intersecting bLelts
of bloodwoods, we travelled on a general bearing of North 45deg. East, noting in places some large
tea-tree, clay conglomerate, and limestone outcrops. At two (2) miles we found a nice hole of water,
which will last a month in its present condition, and, when full, several months. A rather remarkable
hill, probably Mt. Bates, is exactly due North of this water, and about three (3) miles off. Passed, at
five and a-half (5}) miles, another similar hole of water with tea-tree on its banks. Seeing no marked
tiee, I continued on for two and a-half (2) miles further, the channel gradually becoming salt; and,
finding myself in the vicinity of a samphire marsh, I decided to return to the last water seen. Just
before my decision I had noticed a smoke on the creek, and going quietly towards it I saw a native and
his gin. They were so busily employed hollowing a piece of wood into a dish that they did not see me
approach. However, their dingo was on the alert, so, when within fifty (50) yards, I called and
endeavoured to persuade them to stay, but without avail, as they bolted off into the mulga scrub, the gin
in the rear, calling wildly to her gallant spouse. They left all their implements of war, which we deemed
it best to leave undisturbed.

On our way back to the water-hole, and whilst passing through a belt of mulga, we suddenly
came face to face with four (4) young warriors running our trail. They also bolted into the mulga, but,
dismounting and calling to them, I persuaded them to halt, and we exchanged greetings. They returned
with us to the water-hole, where I found the tree (corkbark) marked by Sir John Forrest in 1874,
during his memorable trip across the Colony to the overland telegraph line in South Australia. It is in
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» and maypk

way e » creek, close by the waterhole ed oq t1
y @ tion on the North side of the creek, - 18
most wonderful preservation L,:.\_\ Mount Bates bears North :-'7""-"lcg

North 22deg, H;l}g[

)

F. ked the South-West side
! North-East side of the tree 59, I marked the South

i is pther prominent table-top hill bears
and i  two (2) miles distant. Another pro B s Jetap e Nory e
E“Stf_dn%(jstat)ﬁf t:r;:](m)lm-]f (33) miles distant, whilst a similar i!:.li at T}rl N I.lla- rn end of rungq
- lea ]“1'"14]' ‘2: Eam't‘ These hills and ranges are chiefly clothed u||T 1 r‘mll_ -,,.I:_ :r-t I,....r ;, ,,',},t ). While
s | (:1‘1.'1 )L;I’:r lhé Ii:nr(' two of the natives t]i-‘iiil’l“'i“"_"l; and an 1“‘“I -.lt' I g“. Il ufn With three (3)
I-W{Ls }]H-S) nt]i::cv jli"vilud us to keep. They then bolted off into some mulga, w ur:-.r €y sat down gy
ot b 3 .t}'r ough the bushes. The gms were small, weedy-looking women, ex, ovely afraid, gng
peel‘ﬁif}_ e ;IS ]h:* ﬁ to foot  Their teeth chattered when they attenpted to speak. \\‘,- .L.-.-.I.[-‘.L,,.,I them
t.r?:;i illnfilf“;;:iu;a and giving them some food, intimated that 1l;«-’\]u.-|1|ul j-rllu rl:--ulll.l.y.\:||. Jlir'h xid
w1 a8 1t ECe, § b~ - x = t 2 1 their new « r'oss ¢ men O s
: 0 escape, and looking very funny in th . howevey
sters. They ran off, glad to escape, and looking ver e wbirta, they bt o 2ien howerer,
ilgli.e:]t,t g0 easily put l-ff"f, and, quickly stripping the gins of thi .-.lef. : .H-J. v 1 rl I|r_}|r .]._']m back again,
ossibl with a hope of getting further gifts. Giving them some l..m-i_.m. hiefs, T cls ared them gl out of
g;;?;) f};r tlﬁﬂ night. They knew no English, and the only word I found useful, from memory of the
language of the Murchison tribe, was * bubba,” which means water
{ f y 8o ), 2hdeo [y T -
I make the latitude here, by sextant and stars (two North and two Soutl ), 25deg. 42min. 57800,
South.
.li q ]

Thursday, August 13.—The nn.I-ive:w camped s_-Iusn_t.- us last night, -lflifl h'\' » (2 . f.ill'lln came to
accompany us this morning, but on ascertaining the direction we were !.-:I.m:_- t J'. CRRT Iulu-...-l- ‘ y .'l];il'|||.|,|{l
and wished, evidently, to explain to us that there was no water in that direction I'hey tried hitrd to
induce me to alter our course ; to go first East and then North-West. After a companying us for six (6)
‘ miles, they left us, being evidently on the boundary of their country,

Leaving camp at 740 a.m. and travelling North 20deg. Bast, we passed the table-top hill noteq
| yesterday at three and a half (31) miles, going thence North-East ove red sandridges, und porcupine and
| saltbush’ flats. At eight (8) miles we ascended 8 high sandridge to obtain o v iew, and we re surprised t.
see a large salt lake* on our lett and several sali pans on our right, extending towards the sidt marsh mey,
tioned by Sir John Forrest, Took following bearings from here: Mag.— Mt Bates, North 216deg
East. ‘Hill passed at three and a-half (33) miles, North 227deg. East. T'wo conspicuons hills at North.
East end of lake, North 40deg. East, These latter I have called The * Keartland Hills," ufier Mr. G. A,
Keartland, Naturalist of this Expedition,

Now beuring North 4H=fl:g, East. We travelled for five (5) miles along this high sandridee, the
lake close by being hidden from view, Slightly altering our course to North 40deg, East, we crossed the
sandridge at a low spot and followed the showe of the lake for three (3) miles to 1ts most North. East
point, where the Keartland Hills were one (1) mile on our left. From this point I noticed » very remarkable
ﬁat-topped hill (Mt. Archie) with sheer face at either end, bearing North Mdeg. East mag. and about
twelve (12) miles distant. On the shores of the lake we saw gypsum mounds and the desert oak
(Casuarina decaisneana).

At eighteen (18) miles from camp we crossed a stony flat, and at twenty two (22
mulga and porecupine-clothed range of clay rock, which trends in a North. W, )
or range of tal.;l-.--tuphills about eight (8) miles distant, We camped on the North side of this low
ﬂ range on poor camel feed, having seen nope other for the Jugt

|

: ¢ ‘ six (6) miles, Near imp I disturbed two
(2) lowans, but, with the exception of one (1) eaglehawk, we SaW no other sign of bird life after the

. Noted uurr;l._irmgs and native popls
Latitude at camp, 2-5:1cg. 28min, 21 gec. South,

) miles a low

st direction towards a belt

natives left ug this mornin s during the day

Frr'c?a_y, August 14—We were up before daybreak this morning, thus getting an early start. For
the fv.‘hole distance continued same courge (North 4deg. East) over sandridges, some of them very steep,
bearing West-North-West and East-South.East. i I

T a . 2 Ara o 3 1 Fovwer

These ridges are L.]‘f‘lﬂlt([ With a few stunted desert gums (eucalyptus endesmioidesy and blo woods,
Some wattle bushes (acacia), native poplars, quandongs, and g fay currijong trees in the flats, There
was nothing to prove that natives had ever heey in this countpy . '
the shape of two (2) crows and an eaglehawl;, -

At 2 p-m. the camels were slmwing signs of
to encounter, ang three (3) of the number were
decided to camp on a few quondongs and
better. ?\'e noted, as we travelled along, a fey low mulga-clothed riq
stone.  From the tops of the highest sandridges gt camp we ha
nothing but req sandridges being visible for many mileg ‘

. Travelled for day nineteen (19) miles,

16min, 19sec, South,

and the only signs of bird life were in

distress, owing to the number of sandridges they had
; "ﬂ]‘l'_\'ill_'.{' over f:””“m \n'i;{'lf (water and l.":,’-“- ete.), so I
ative poplars, for there seemed no prospect of getting anything
ges of sandstone overlying lime-
1, in all efil‘w-Tr--n.-_ a most wretched view,

Barometer, g 4 Pan., 2862.  Tatitude at camp, 25deg.

Saturday, August 15— We
and soon attempted to male off,

were obliged to tie the camels up last night, as they were dissatisfied,

We rot o q at 790 P 1 .
country ag “E‘;* t'II(CE:LIE;Z!‘:’iI-':Id;'t;"‘;;t;g[ 1{:.-.“1111 tm-‘]dh”g still on Same course gyer the same class of wretched
: A L Jonuerday, the pic 568 generally tpa 1i 2 I : 3 and
In places, irregy]; aki . ‘688 sloxe ° o rending 20deg. North-West but steep, and,
of E:Iav rock i!.]i;;‘flr:vli];]l}nfni’l.jrl- _rPT“'!-!I{Ih;s h]‘?“- At six (6) miles weo "T"'F:l"’ a low, mulga-clothed ridge
ridges“a.ga,in . ’At fo.ur!‘en.‘-ll 1(]‘:;} Alinfi,e;u;(nwlirmg N“ﬂ'h‘“'u” and South- Eagt but we soon entered sand-
gl - : a1 = = passed some more of thes A= : ted
In the 'S : 3 o : - Nese mulgy, ges close by, and here noted,
30d3; %’1::; ]FI::“ Stg?? O sandridges I""‘?”DH“L’ lower ang less ip num}::- f‘r*f‘;;']; l| . I' i:i\l. ”;‘u re to North

a distant smpke seen, pm?r.tiﬂ} a native’s fire, which Sprang un '|I'm wt in front of us. A
e — e } ;
Lake Buchangy T
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%arge valley now on our left, trending East and West and about two (2) miles wide, is conspicuous from
here.

At twenty and a half (203) miles for the day we camped in the valley in a small belt of desert
gum trees, a small, rocky, bluff-like point, being about three (3) miles distant and due North of camp
This valley is 1,450 feet above sea level, and there are large quantities of limestone rock on the surface
in parts covered with sand, the vegetation being chiefly wattle-bush (acacia) and porcupine.

There are two (2) varieties of small, wallaby-like animals to be seen about this locality. One
species is brown in colour, with straight hair and tail; the other, lighter in colour, larger, and with a
curled tail.

Barometer, at camp at 4 p.m., 28:68.

Latitude at camp, 25deg. 2min. 19sec. South.

Until to-day neither tracks nor any signs of natives had been met with since we parted with the
Mt. Bates tribe, and I believe that the intervening country we have just passed over divides separate
tribes.

The valley has the appearance of being a favourable spot for sinking for water supplies.

Sunday, August 16.—Resuming our journey, and still on the same course, we crossed the valley
at three (3) miles, and here noticed a small, narrow, salt lagoon close onour right, with flats of samphire
a small watercourse emptying into it from the East. Continuing on over gradually rising limestone
country, we reached a high point at six (6) miles; mallee (eucalyptus), porcupine, and clay-pans here. A
eight (8) miles a dark-looking range (Hutton Range) was visible on our course, about twelve (12) or
fourteen (14) miles in advance.

Continuing our march over low gravelly ridges with mulga, and low sandridges with limestone in
the flats, porcupine everywhere, and scattered wattle-bush (acacia), we reached, at twelve (12) miles,
dense thickets of mulga (acacia aneura) about one (1) mile South-West of the highest point of the
range, which is of clay-rock, capped with quartzite and conglomerate, and mulga clothed.

Mr. Jones remained in camp whilst Bejah joined me in a search for water. We found the range
flat on top, with escarpments on either side. After walking about five (5) miles, we returned to camp
unsuccessful, although we saw fresh tracks of some kangaroos. However, we were fortunate in finding a
low spot or saddle, by means of which we shall be able to get the caravan through the range to-morrow.
From the summit another low range or ridge, with a bluff end facing Eastand bearing about North-East,
is visible, and this must be in the vicinity of *“ Buzzoe’s Grave,” on Mr. Ernest Giles’ route from the
Murchison to the Musgrave Range. This range is about 1,800 feet above sea level, but insignificant in
elevation above its own base.

Latitude at camp by observation with sextant, 24deg. 46min. 39sec. South.

Monday, August 17.—Now bearing North 52deg. East, we crossed over the low saddle of the range
which trends North-West and South-East, and at five (5) miles reached a valley on the North side, where
the vegetation was very green, evidencing some recent rain. There are some nice bloodwoods here, also
native poplars, herbage, and the usual grass and porcupine. This valley forms a watercourse along the
foot of the range and falls towards the North-West. We saw large numbers of shell parrots and finches,
all flying in a South-Easterly direction. As it was early in the day, I concluded they must be going to
water, so determined to form a camp here and make a further search. Leaving Bejah in camp, Mr. Jones
and I travelled on a bearing of North 130deg. East mag., crossing the range in a gap at five (5) miles,
and thence on to a nice belt of bloodwoods in a flat, which we reached at eight (8) miles. ~Here a mulga
creek, trending Westerly from the range, emptied itself. Birds coming from the direction of camp
continued to fly over our heads for the whole distance, but the further we travelled the fewer we saw.
Followmng the creek up to the range, we saw several places, now dry, where natives had been getting
water, and also old encampments, but the creek was as dry as a limekiln, and split up into various small
channels, as we entered the range. Concluding that we had been travelling on a “ wild-goose chase,” we
crossed over the range and returned to camp, finding en route some excellent green herbage (parakylia
and water-bush). Gathering a large quantity, we tied it on our camels and took it to camp. Inmy
opinion, the water must be somewhere to the North-West, and the birds seen this morning were, in all
probability, leaving it and flying out to some favourite feeding-ground.

Bejah reported, ““Plenty poison plant at camp,” and had been busying himself in pulling and
burning all he could find. Consequently we tied the camels up and fed them with what Mr. Jones and
myself had gathered.

Travelled for day twenty-three (23) miles.

Tuesday, August 18.—This morning I walked down the valley in search of water, but found none,
although I saw some doves and a kingfisher. Returning to camp, we packed the camels and moved to the
spet where we found the green herbage yesterday. This rest on good soft herbage, containing a large
percentage of moisture, will, I hope, enable us to push on for a considerable time without encroaching on
our water supply in the kegs. Three of the camels appear very thirsty, being unaccustomed to do without
a drink for more than a day or two. Saw a distant smoke bearing North 110deg. East mag. There are
a number of finches and some doves flying about among the herbage and, I fancy, extracting moisture
sufficient for their requirements. Some beautiful everlasting flowers—dark purple pea, and small, thick
clusters of white, sweet-smelling blossom resembling snowballs—are scattered over this valley.

During the afternoon Bejah and myself walked about the range, but returned, after a six miles’

tramp, without finding water. We saw plenty of poison plant, which, in every instance, was on stony
or gravelly ground.

This evening we gathered several hundred weight of herbage, as I purpose again tying the camels
up at night.




16

Latitude at camp, 24deg. 44min. 44sec. South

Wednesday, August 19.—As the days are becoming much warmer towards .-;fr..,.mmn’
‘mi yon getting away earlier in the morning. .
detenmslled‘ l.l?oln :.’fl'.ttul?l: 1-[-.1\" hearing North 4ldeg. East, over gravelly slopes of Imn[-_r,_a and POrcuping
ﬂ.lf'l.‘i] at six (?[' UGk, Y A -lt" Til"lh on our 1'|n_f}”, we noted i lorest of !_.”.::'_ ij -
good going for camels for the first seven Ilmh_:». AL gt () coes, o8 ot pround B
(eucalyptus), with beautiful, green foliage s waterbush, parakylia, and wildflowers —an ingjeqes
uxuriant i rowth, was of herbage such as waterbush, parakylia, : bl i ation thas
i;ull“]'m; 1]-295:1“:'--':& rain here a few months since. At nine () miles r]l'] "ufl point seen o the 164
irllstlje\v;::; vi§i¥.l(-_ with a mulga-clothed hill or ridge -.In Jtl's .L'l;[ ..,'-}-.:::':.l. lrrlh;i].l{.- '|\f:‘!;".f\“'—'“.".h'i"f\b“u angd
ning Southward, empties itself among the bloodwoods -*"i P }. . e oY We have jyg
— ed# Altered course to North 7deg. East, and, steering direct for the ".f‘lﬂ point, we reacheq jt 1 five
{(:go)bfnil;as on this bearing, I make this point the position of _\Ilr.‘ll-,rn-r-f:“i -I:‘lh-[-.ﬁ |.I !u! ” ' Grave, and of
the small creck or watercourse at which he obtained & scanty -"l"{l'g‘-,‘ ”-I I:l i ]I. "_ ‘l'““f”fT of Ih."
bluff was also noticeable the low, }Iitl’k ridge some 1111'*‘_-‘ to '}l"‘ -il_"_‘:-'f‘ 2 v l”v.r 1 |-;[..-l~b-\ ) 4 ."-IIT-J“I .l' on hig
map. From his desuripti'.)l_.l of this spot, I :ll_-l uot ;_mn‘illauh- tinding water here unless Our arrival ghoylg
happen a few days after rain : so I was not l]].‘-’{izlllﬂ.llli'tt'{-. ‘ | |
Continuing our Jjourney, and now stru!-,: North :E’l«]---.: E‘.'.l.‘\T‘_ we _lﬁl“.ml.mlm':}.l ;.;;:.Th.‘r i
similar in description to the I:lst_—a sin;sh-‘ low hill on m::.' f:;x.-.:.T. snin'il 1'].1} -T"'! i'l':' -”If'”ll' “’: -*‘“' *rilll'fftupx,
capped with quartzite, to the West, We then t'u:_'ull‘uT--h*'l sandric ;z-; |l\|\ ri.lll-; -.I‘ .r.l._l.\,‘,j.. ats ; in}d
travelling until, at 44 miles, the escarpments tu_r!m “«-nt_ bore off to t 1 est and South-West, A4 six
miles we reached a prominent hill (Mt, Madley) in the ridge, where we found some good, green herbage
80 I decided to camp, rather than risk going further,

I Ilare

Vegetat j’.'Il

From the top of the hill, which is 1,750 feet above H"il-]f'\'l".] and 200 foet .:}u-\-' a valliv imimg iate]
to the North, similar mulga-clothed ridges or low ranges are visible to the Wostw ardd, uln')ut ten (10)
miles distant, with helts of mulga, porcupine and sandridges covering the 8 PiLee -.:,:._-r\'.-mug_ To the
North-West nothing is visible for g considerable distance but sandridges and porcupine, whilst to the
North-North-East is another low range, to which [ purpose proceeding to-morrow.

Fresh footprints of natives are to be soen here on the sandridges. Smokes w ere also seen to the
North-East und East-South-East.

Travelled for day 20 miles,
Latitude by sextant, 24deg. 30min. 59see. South,

Thursday, August 20 —The camels did well 1ast night.  Moving ofy eamp at 6:15 a,m
North 26deg. East over jumbled sandhills ang ridges, with dense porcupine in the flats, occasional wattle.
bushes (acacia), dwarf tea-tree, a fow I:]Oruf\.\'nmls,ilvm-rt gums, and cuy rajong, we travelled for nine miles,
when we reached the low range seen Yesterday, which is of elay-rock, rubble, or conglomernte, with low
éscarpments on its Southern side, and extending East, and clothed with mulga (acaeia) Seeing some
fresh footprints of natives, we wasted some time, éntailing a logs of two (2) or three (8) miles, in
endeavouring, unsuccessfully, to track them, in the hope of finding water Saw one small rock-hole (dry).

Continued on Same course for seven (7) miles further, and camped still in o wretehed wilderness
of sandridges, on some half-dozen wattle-bushes for the camels.  From the

camp I could see the same ridge we had crossed at nine
five (5) miles off.

Travelled for day nineteen (19) miles,

Latitude at camp, 24deg, 19min. South
T am feeling_ anxious gver failure with regard t0 water dicnys Ties; M thai nppsisicrnisons hems are
anything but cheering. We are 00W about a huy Ired ] s volty (L) mibis . frvimi il and one
hundr.ed and thirty (130) miles from Fornust's WRIEr af Mount Hates With s terri bl sdretel of desert
sandhnllg to face should we attempt a retury Howeror, [ have | aleni; Wi of giving up hopw wet,
though it js most disheartening work pushing om s afler diy witl » ' o Yob taat
seeing some likely spot for seareh, ' ; ke

Friday, August 21.—Making a very early start, we r

_ L : mumid oyr
Saliglndg?s and dense porcupine everywhere. There g viry littls tmiuer of any description. A few
wattles of a long, whipstick variety with very few leavim, MO wtunfed Q| gums, and bloadwoods,

OCCaSi nal ¢ j g t y A P i S f d ﬂ;rf te - UINEs e I)()r(} 1 ,i" Wi 1 8¢ 8 i :

(o) l ul.a on rees nd a S‘ ecles o W a-tn 1. I ] 1 7 |l SO0 ] 3t ”“ t""l (i')
ﬁve 5 feet hlgh, presellts a (la.zzllng W}ll‘i;eﬂess a]l(l resenlbl 'n tl f t ﬁ ](l\ : “ ‘] ‘| l‘l i
most(tz ing to my eyes. ’ €N, ] 1 tla N 5 8 0O .i ¥ corn ] ﬁﬂd

, and h-.-:ring

top of n large currnjong at
(9) miles lying to the South-East, and about

aulicipation. vet unrealised, of

Journg vV on same bearing. TLow

» @ smoke 1o
and 8 a.m., T feel confident that we must be app 8e exactly o

a practice we have adopted sine
Journeyat-the rate of 2{ miles P
rests our riding camels,

b D our bearin._-; and, us il ‘was hetwasn 7 a.m.

G roac 1ng {hs ViCinity uf s water. Wi are all on foot,
¢ llea"“fg depot. We usually walp the firmt nine (9) milem of our day's
er hour; this helps to break the mMonotony of travelling, and, in addition,

noives i 5 100 @ Somep e .21 ot (60) yards below me, several
and tried to male them understang I mea,’n%l};o lt)ewo (2) children, Calling to the m, I held my hands up

tsm'lpte (e cnsted.  One, ratfer bold-looking, stopped. any picking gy, e 1UrTorstritken, and a general
© Intention of throwing it, but a¢ that momept Bejah’s tUrba.necf;head, followed by the head of a camel,

4ppeared behind e, and on i
(gin) bringing up the rear. 18 brethron, o "r. markably fat lubra
. N er before sevn white man or camel,

'8 T wag wearing to protect my eyes
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Immediately North of their camping place—viz., a few holes in the sand and some #mouldering
pieces of dead mulga, in a slight hollow where there are a few mulga trees—we found, under a tall tea-tree,
20 feet high, a well or hole which has been scraped out in a crude fashion by the natives. It is about ten
(10) feet deep, wide at the surface, and running at the bottom to barely room for a large man to stand in.
To prevent the loose sand from running into the shaft, the sides were dabbed with decayed vegetation,
which accumulates in these drift wells. I noticed a small drain on the surface, for the purpose of
conducting rain water from the natural hollow into the well, and of course came to the conclusion that it
must be only a soakage supply. We spent two (2) hours in enlarging the holes, and found a very hard
rock in the bottom, on which we could not make any impression. Result—about half a gallon of dirty
water. There is no landmark in the vicinity, and the spot might be passed within two (2) chains without
observation. Computed latitude, 24deg. 14min. 30sec.

Beyond the first sandridge to the North is a wattle-bush flat, half-a-mile wide, with limestone out-
cropping. Again disappointed, we continned our march at 10 a.m.,, still crossing countless sandridges,
and at nine (9) miles from our last night’s camp we reached another of those clay-rock ridges, extending
East and West, with escarpments on the South side. Here we found that the Northern part of this
outcrop was buried in obscurity, the sandridges having completely hidden it. Others of a similar
description, but all insignificant, are to be seen to the North-West.

About a quarter of a mile West of our courseare three (3) small rock-holes (dry), where there is a
prominent point. Well-beaten native pads lead from a small thicket of mulga on the South to the rock-
holes. Still pushing on, we reached another similar outcrop at 17 miles, escarpments also showing on
South side, and covered with sandridges on the North. Altered course here; now bearing North ldeg.
East, over open porcupine plains almost destitute of timber, the sandridges being lower and further
apart. Travelled seven (7) miles on this course without seeing a vestage in the shape of camel fodder ;
then we found a small patch of waterbush (pollickia zeylanica) on top of a sandridge. Caumped in a small
clump of mulga, having pushed on for twenty-four (24) miles, in spite of our loss of tiine at the native
well.

Whilst I took some observations for latitude at camp, Mr. Jones and Bejah went to the locality
of the waterbush and collected all they could see (about three (3) cwt.). This they carried to camp for
the camels, which were tied up, as usual, for the night.

Latitude 24deg. Omin. 7sec. South.

I saw here, in the mulga, a pair of most beautiful parrots; and, from Mr. Keartiand’s description,
I conclude they are “ Princess Alexandra ™ species.

My eyes are very painful to-night, as also are Bejah’s. This I attribute to the white glare of the
porcupine.

The daily strain is telling on the camels, and the outlook is anything but pleasant. The country is
almost destitute of feed for them, and, deprived of water as well, we cannot hope to sustain the position
much longer. However, I have exercised the strictest economy with the water with which we started
from depdt, and we still have over five kegs full, not having yet used one keg. As long as I consider the
camels can do without water I shall push on; but when forced to encroach on the kegs I must go no
further, and, should the worst confront us, I believe, with the various patches of feed I have noted since
starting, we can get back again with some, if not all, of the camels.

Saturday, August 22.-—Rising at 4 a.m., we hal a capital start; and, taking same course as last
evening, we found travelling much improved, the sandridges being less in number, the flats moreeven, and
the porcupine less dense. At six (6) miles we reached a high sandridge, which we found was covering a
ridge or hill of clay rock, stony on North side, with cap of quartzite. A small watercourse joined others,
trending North-Westerly for one (1) mile to a valley of bloodwoods, wattle (acacia), native plum, good
herbage, and porcupine. This valley extends North-Easterly, and is the first good feed we have seen for
some days. Continuing our course, we crossed the valley in three (3) miles. Then, gradually ascending,
with a few sandridges on either side of us, we reached, at fifteen (15) miles, the top of another clay-rock
hill, capped with quartzite. This point, about fifteen hundred (1,500) feet above sea-level and three
hundred (300) feet in elevation above the valley noted at six (6) miles, is the highest crossed for some
distance. It has a flat top, and some mulga and a tall species of wattle (acacia) crown its summit. On
the North side are low escarpments and a cave with several remarkable blow-holes through its roof. I
have named this hill after the faithful Bejah, who has proved himself a splendid fellow and an excellent
camelman. To the North-West and about three (3) miles distant is another prominent top. The view
from here is most discouraging. High red sandridges are visible for miles to the North-West and North-
Bast.

Proceeding to a porcupine flat on the North side of the hill, where several small water channels
empty themselves, we found a little feed for our small number of camels, and, the weather being
decidedly warm, I determined to camp at 1 p.m., fearing to go further lest the camels should fare poorly.

Travelled for day 16 miles. Noticed during the day several recent tracks of natives going
Northerly.

Latitude at camp, 23deg. 46min. 1lsec. South.

After forming camp, we discovered a quantity of poison plant. We gathered and burnt all we
could see, and shepherded the camels, tying them up for the night. Mr. Ernest Giles, our well-known
and daring explorer, in reference to this plant, which had previously paralysed several of his camels, says
in his notes that he dreaded it as the deadly upas tree. I hope we shall see no more of its kind.

My eyes are becoming worse, and it is with great difficulty that I am able to observe for
latitude. Water is far too precious a commodity to be used for bathing them.
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really good well of water, slightly saline, but good to drink. We sauk through sand for six (6) feet, and
then through rubble sandstone for two (2) feet, and the water rose about three (3) feet during the afternoon.
I need hardly say how delighted we all were at our good fortune. I felt very thankful to be relieved from
the anxiety of the last four (4) days. This wateris almost in the heart of the desert, and midway between
our depdt and Joanna Spring, on Colonel Warburton’s route. I have called it < Midway Well” We
stayed here for the remainder of the day. The camels enjoyed themselves immensely, and we indulged in
the rare luxury of a bath, after fourteen (14) days without a wash of any description.

During the afternoon I fired a shot at a pigeon, breaking its legs, but it got away. It afterwards
appeared to me a cruel return to perhaps the identical bird that led us to this haven of rest. For we
should most certainly have passed it by but for the bird. In fact, it could easily be passed at a distance
of 11;}11'ee (3) chains without observation. But “ man’s hand is ever slow to spare and ever ready to
strike.”

At the well there is a large mound of earth and débris, apparently the accumulation of many years,
and caused by the natives through the removal of rubbish and silt from the hole. From the hundreds of
old camping places on the surrounding sandridges, I am of the opinion that this is a permanent water and
a summer resort of the aborigines. However, the well has not been in use for a long period.

Owing to the weakness of my eyes, T had difficulty in using the sextant. I make the latitude
23deg. 23min. South and the computed longitude 123deg. 59min. East.

Wednesday, Augqust 26.—~Having had such excellent good fortune yesterday, I decided to begin to
day mapping the country to the South-West, thence travelling Southerly to depét. It will be further to
return this way, but my mission is to map in all blank spaces, and not merely to make a bee-line through
the country. However, owing to our late start from Adelaide, no delay must occur, and I must get the
main party and impedimenta through to this well before the season advances and the heat becomes
greater. As it is, the heavily-laden camels will find it a stiff task to tackle again the terrible extent of
sandridges we bave crossed between here and depdt.

Wautered camels and made a start at 830 a.m., bearing North 246deg. East, with the intention of
travelling about this course to Mr. Ernest Giles’ route, and thence Southerly for depot. We crossed
over a wretched desert country for the whole day, the sandridges in places being one hundred (100) feet
high. Saw no camel feed, but plenty of poison plant, until, at fourteen (14) miles, we camped on a few
wattle bushes and native poplars. The day was very hot. Tied camels up for the night.

Thursday, August 27 -~—Started at 5:30 a.m. and still on same course; travelled over a jumble of
sandridges for four (4) miles, when I noted a valley in front of us with small saline flats and tea-tree.
Half-a-mile further on and half-a-mile to the right appeared another saline flat or claypan, to which we
proceeded. Seeing two (2) corella parrots and some pigeons, we made a search and found a well filled
with débris, but with water near the surface, which was very brackish and bitter. There were flocks of
shell parrots flying over us, and going from East to West. There must be a good water not far distant,
but it is impossible to say whether the birds are going to or from water. From a high sandridge I could
see a lagoon (apparently salt) a few miles distant, and bearing North 305deg. East. There is abundance
of limestone here, and good camel feed. Numbers of quandong (or native peach trees) abound, bearing the
most luxuriant frait I have ever seen. Some of the peaches are as large as egg-plums. From one (1)
tree we almost filled a 501b. flour-bag, without by any means stripping it of all its fruit. We are now
really crossing a valley of low sandridges and limestone outcrops, wooded with mallee, wattle bushes,
grevillia, tea-tree, and porcupine, which appears to grow anywhere. At seven (7) miles we crossed a
shallow samphire and saltbush lead trending in the direction of the lagoon. More high, red sandridges
at nine (9) miles. At twelve (12) miles we found another open flat of samphire and saltbush a
half-mile on our right (North-West), with a larger valley in front of us. Finding good camel feed, I
decided to camp at 11 a.m. in a belt of tea-tree. There is quandong here ulso, and a large species of dark
wattle (acacia).

Latitude at camp, 23deg. 31min. 20sec. South.

Friday, August 28.—Allowed the camels tofeed at 3-30 a.m., and, breakfasting, we again pushed on.
Following same course, we crossed the valley, which shows gypsum and limestone, at two (2) miles,
noticing mallee (eucalyptus), tea-tree, quandong with excellent fruit, grevillia, and a little coarse grass.
We then toiled over sandridges and through porcupine for the remainder of the day. For the first
ten (10) miles the ridges were very high, some over one hundred (100) feet, and crowned with loose, red
drift. We saw no feed for the last fifteen (15) miles, and camped at twenty-two (22) miles on a few
wattle bushes for the camels.

At fourteen (14) miles I was surprised to see a very remarkable dome or cone-shaped hill (Cromer
Cone) of sandstone, standing alone a few miles to tbe North-West; and also a small peak at the end of a
low range, which is partly covered by sandridges. From camp another low range, about fifteen (15)
miles distant, bears North 305deg. East.

We have seen neither smokes nor tracks of natives for a week—a sure sign that there are not any
in the country at present, as they are continually burning the country wherever they are located.

Saturday, August 29.—Started at 640 a.m.; still on same bearing, crossing same arid and
desolate-looking country. At five (5) miles, from the summit of a high sandridge, noticed hills and
ranges in front of us. Almost due West was a bluft or headland at the end of a bold-looking hill in a
long range (Runton Range), with three (3) conspicuous detached hills to the West-South-West. There
is a very distant point bearing North 235deg. East, with a smaller range intercepting us.

Altered our course to North 237deg. East, and travelling eleven (11) wmiles on this course, we
reached a small dry claypan at foot of range before noted. There was some nice young green buckbush
around the claypan, so we took advantage of it and camped early.
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We found no feed until we got right und«r the range itself, which we reached at 4 p.mn., having travelled
twenty-four (24) miles for the day. Here we found excellent soft, green herbage, and formed our camp
one (1) wmile North-West from the point of observation from yesterday’s camp.

This range (Calvert Range), which is about thirteen (13) miles direct from the salt lake visited
this morning, is five hundred (500) feet higher in elevation, although now only one hundred and thirty
(130) feet above its visible base. It is of sandstone, capped with quartzite rock.

Monday, August 31.—Mr. Jones and I walked about two (2) miles on foot last evening, following up
a rough creek into the range, and then climbing to the summit, but we found no water. Finding the
herbage so luxuriant, though small in extent, I decided to camp here to-day and give the weary camels a
rest. After brealifast Mr. Jones accompanied me to the North-West in search of water. Following the
foot of the range we noticed, at about one (1) mile, some green trees on the cliffs. They turned out to
be small, white gums, growing from the crevices in the cliff rocks, without any visible soil. Theseare the
first gum trees of this species (eucalyptus redunca) seen since we left depot. We were disappointed in
finding no water here, but noticed some finches and cockatoos ten (10) chains further along the range
at the foot of which were two (2) more small gum trees. Here I found a cave, and seeing finches fly out
as I approached, we went in and found a soakage of fresh water resting in shallow basins on slabs of
sandstone rock, some of which are very large and weigh many tons. Whilst Mr. Jones took some
photographs and made copies of native rock-drawings, I ascended the range and took bearings to fix the
positions of several of the prominent points seen on the 29th inst. Also noted from here a range
about twenty-five (25) miles to the North-West, with another about midway. Along the range to the
North-West a very prominent bold headland, with sheer face, is visible, about four (4) miles distant.
This I have named “ Russell Headland,” after Mr. J. G. Russell, Commissioner of Taxes and Insolvencv
for South Australia.

Albert Caves. Skeleton Pass. Russell Headland.

+ Native Encampment

View showing North-Eastern Side of the Calvert Range. (Vide Aug. 3l1st.)
From 8. W. the range isalmost hidden by sand ridges eztending to summit.

Returning to camp, we arranged for Bejah to bring the camels round to the cave for the water
of which we found but a limited supply, getting only about six (6) gallons apiece for the thirsty animals
The soakage comes from the range through the enormous slabs of sandstone, and resting in the shallow
basins until it overflows, disappears in rocky ground at the foot of the range. The supply is small, and
may not last for longer than two or three (2 or 3) months after rain. I marked one of the two gum trees at
LAW.
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the entrance of the cave thus:— inside diamond blaze. The range, which I have named after

the promoter of this expedition, is partially mulga-clothed, and is scarcely visible from the South side
being hidden by drift sandridges, which extend to its summit.

Bejah returned to camp with the camels whilst Mr. Jones and I walked along the range towards
the bold headland to get a photograph of it. At one (1) mile we passed a gap or pass extending through
the range to the Southward. Here we noted the “ficus” growing from the rocks, and near the entrance
found an old native encampment. We were surprised to find here the skeleton of a human being, in a
hollow scraped out in the sand, with old dry boughs pushed into the ground, presumably to form a
shade. The bones and skull were bleached, the latter being perfect except for one (1) missing tooth,
which we found afterwards. I suppose this to be the skeleton of an aboriginal, but it is the first instance
.n which I have known natives to leave their dead without burial of some kind. It is possible that, the
water failing, the natives may have been compelled to go away, leaving an invalid behind. Mr. Jones
took possession of the skull for scientific purposes. We returned to camp, having walked eleven (11)
miles to-day, in spite of the loose sand, which makes walling difficult. We saw two (2) kangaroos this
afternoon, but were unable to get a shot at them.

Found latitude, by observation at camp, 23deg. 58min. 55sec. South.

Tuesday, Sept. 1.—The camels having improved vastly in appearance whilst on the good feed, we
made a start at 6:30 a.m., following North-Westerly along the foot of the range to the gap scen yesterday
which I have named ¢ Skeleton Pass,” and bearing thence North 246deg. East over sandridges and

porcupine, with a few sandstone outcrops. We cleared the range at five (5) mile® from camp, and at
eleven (11) miles passed close by another mulga-clothed hill on our right. Then came jumbles of
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limestone. Flats of bloodwoods (eucalyptus), poplar, and mulga thickets occurred. At two aud a half
(23) miles I took a round of bearings. A prominent hill lay nearly due East in a range seen last evening.
I have called this “Mt. Sir Gerard,” after Sir Gerard Smith, Governor of Western Australia. At three
(3) miles we crossed a bloodwood watercourse trending North-Easterly, with good kangaroo grass along
its course. Passed through a valley for another line of hills; at six (6) miles met with a watercourse
trending North-East. From here the blue-topped hill, visible from the vicinity of yesterday’s camp, lay to
the South-South-East; this is, probably, Mt. Moore, on Sir John Forrest’s route. Crossed another line of
hills at eight (8) miles, and altering our course here to North 190deg. East, entered a mulga valley of fair
pasture, extending Westerly and carrying bunch and mulga grasses, patches of kangaroo grass, a little
porcupine, bloodwoods, beefwoods, and a little mallee. Noted a few red sandhills on our West. At eleven
(11) miles we were gently ascending over similar country, but: with more porcupine, which appears to
thrive anywhere, till, at eighteen (18) miles, we reached a low range of hills extending towards * Stanley
Bluff,” in the Parker Ranges of Sir John Forrest. From this point Stanley Bluff lies to the North-
West, another high, prominent hill (Mt. Sir James) bearing South-Westerly. Altered course to North
180deg. East (due South) and passed over a valley with nice flats of good loam, well-grassed and timbered
with mulga (acacia aneura) and bloodwoods. Camped at 1 p.m. on some dry herbage, at the foot of a
large, low Lill, having travelled twenty-one (21) miles for the day. Since passing a point at eleven (11)
miles on yesterday’s traverse the country travelled over may be termed fair pasture, with good patches.

Saw numerous tracks of natives and kangaroos throughout the day, but no water was found, nor
were any likely places for search noticed.

Tatitude at camp, 25deg. 26min. 41sec. South.

Mondey, Sept. 7.—Started at 530 a.m. Continuing the last course of yesterday’s traverse, we
passed on through the valley, which, notwithstanding some porcupine, was well grassed and mulga-clad
for three (3) miles. Then came limestone outcroppings, and sandy country with porcupine, mallee, and
belts of mulga. At four (4) miles on our East was a fine clump of large bloodwoods. At six (6) miles
was a stony ridge, with a prominent hill to the Eastward, about eight (8) miles distant, and another
prominent top to the Westward, in a range, and from ten (10) to twelve (12) miles distant. Then, on a
course through mulga thickets and patches of grass and porcupine, we came to a range (Lee Steere Range)
about three hundred (300) feet high, trending East and West. We crossed tops at nine (9) and ten (10)
miles, with a gum creek between the two lines of hills trending Easterly and then North-Easterly, and
finally emptying itseif into a large valley. The range is of clay-rock, and we noticed some small quartz
outcrops. It is chiefly clad with mulga, the most Southern portion being greatest in elevation where we
crossed it. Continuing the same course, we immediately descended into the large valley, which has good
stock grass and mulga, and, from thirteen (13) to fifteen (15) miles, open saltbush and samphire flats,
with a little Mitchell grass. These flats form a watercourse trending towards the East. In this valley
we saw quartz, ironstone, and a little slate; and, in my opinion, this vicinity is worthy of the notice of
prospectors. Travelled next through poor porcupine country, sighting. at sixteen (16) miles, a hill which
I take to be Mt. Moore, as it tallies in appearance with the description of that mount. Passed then over
rather poor country, with very dense thickets of mulga, tall wattle (acacia), beefwood, a little saltbush,
grass, and porcupine. A few limestone rises are noticeable here. At twenty-one (21) miles a small range
occurs, one (1) to two (2) miles distant to the Westward. The country then gradually rose, as, indeed,
it had done since leaving the large valley, till at twenty-two (22) miles we found ourselves baulked, for
the time, by its sudden fall to the South, causing cliffs twenty (20) to thirty (30) feet high, of decomposed
clay (red and white), with a little mallee and mulga on the plateau. Descending to the head of a water-
course, which we followed South for two (2) miles, we camped, at 3 p.m., on poor feed for the camels,
having travelled twenty-four (24)) miles for the day. Experienced a hot North-East wind and cloudy
sky. Saw many fresh tracks of natives, emus, and kangaroos during the day, but they all managed to
keep out of sight.

To the North-West is a high hill in a range about four miles (4) distant, and North-Easterly,
about six (6) miles off, is another prominent hill, apparently in the same line of range. There are
numerous small clay pans here, a few sandhills, porcupine, and a little saltbush and mulga.

Tuesday, Sept. 8.—The camels fared badly last night, and, getting off camp very early, we con-
tinued on same course, passing over low slatey ranges with a little quartz, ironstone, fair flats, and
watercourses of Mitchell grass, saltbush, herbage and a little mulga. At six (6) miles we rejoiced to
again see the bright green foliage of a gum creek, which was coming in on our Western side, and trending
in the direction of our route. Here we found a large water-hole, with about two (2) feet of water in it.
The camels drank greedily, whilst we washed our tanned and dirty faces and hands. Slightly altering
our course here, and bearing North 175deg. East, we followed down the channel banks, and suddenly
came upon the thirteen (13) camels that I had left in iy cousin’s charge when parting from the main
Lody last month. They were all looking well, some quite fat, and nearly all signs of mange had goue.
Bejah was so delighted at seeing them that he left the poor brutes he was leading and ran off to the
others, talking toand playing with them in a most excited manner. No doubt to him it was thenext best
thing to meeting a countryman. Continuing on down the creek, wesoonsaw. in the distance, two figures
approaching us. They were my cousin and Saic_l Ameer, coming on t}lell' _usual morning round to muster
their charge. For some time they did not notice our approach, mistaking our camels for theirs. My
cousin seemed so overcome by our sudden appearance tbat he comple’u.ely lost his voice for the time being,
and, giving Mr. Jones and myself a hearty grip, he moved on to Bejah, to whom he first spoke. He
afterwards told me, when conducting us to his camp, that he had never before experienced the same
feeling, and attributed it to the sudden meeting, and his anxiety for our welfare for the past fortnight, as
he had expected us back within three weeks.

We reached the camp, which is on the creek, at (8) miles from last night's camp. We were
fortunate in striking the identical creek upon which they had formed their Spelling Camp. I had taken
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Tuesday, Sept. 15.—A nice cool morning after last night’s storm. Packed camels after giving
them a drink, and left that camping-spot for the desert at 740 a.m. We travelled Kasterly along mny
old pad for four (4) miles, and then on a bearing of North 75deg. East to avoid going through the
Timperley Range, the North-Eastern end of which we passed at sixteen (16) miles, the route being good.
We then entered good mulga and grass country, and belts of large bloodwoods where watercourses empty
themselves. At twenty-two (22) wmiles we reached a belt of bloodwoods with a patch of good prickly
acacia and salt-bush—a spot I had passed through on my former trip on August 11th, when I made an
unsuccessful search for water. We again saw the crested bronzewing pigeon here, and I am now of the
opinion that they come to feed on the seeds of the Acacia.

Camped at this spot at 4 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 16. —Continuing on same course at 7 a.m. we struck, at seven (7) miles, the
large brook or watercourse mentioned by Sir John Forrest during his travels. Here it was trending
from the South-South- West and slightly bending to the North-East. Following the channel for two (2)
miles we found another nice water-hole. It had water sufficient to last about a fortnight, and there were
thousands of the chestnut-eared finch, or diamond sparrows, making themselves very busy at the water.
At four (4) miles we struck my pad of Aug. 12th, then passing the hole, which is now dry, South of
Mt. Bates, we continued on to Sir John Forrest’s camp and marked tree, which we reached after
travelling about nine (9) miles along the channel. There is still a little water, but it is thick and dirty.
Some of the camels, however, seemed to drink freely of it.

There is a low, granulite range along the South-East side of this watercourse and a few miles off
with outcrops of similar formation close to it in places. Another watercourse, coming in from the South
junctions close by this spot. There is good feed along the creek—saltbush, mulga, and kangaroo grass.

Travelled for day, sixteen (16) miles.

Thursday, Sept. 17.—Tried all camels at the water ; some of them drank a little. Got a start at
740 a.m., following the old pad for fifteen (15) miles. Camped on the edge of the salt lake at 1 p.m.
After leaving the Mt. Bates water we were overtaken by three (3) natives, two (2) of whom I had
previously become acquainted with last month. They followed us for six miles,and then left after we had
given them some handkerchiefs. Mr. Jones bartered with them for a belt and head-dress.

Friday, Sept. 18.—Experienced a cold night. Started at 650 a.m. and followed my pad for
thirteen (13) miles, camping at 1 p.m. on some good native poplar and wattle-bush. The camels require
to become accustomed to eating the former, which is very hot, resembling mustard, but when green with
seed-pods, as at present, it is a capital substitute for water. I purpose dividing the next two days’ stages
between here and a good wattle-bush flat, which I hope will suit the camels. My late experience of the
country between here and Midway Well, coupled with my knowledge of all the spots where camel feed is
to be found, will give me an immense advantage this trip. Our loading is very heavy for this wretched
sandridge country, and to-morrow evening I purpose giving the camels seventy (70) oreighty (80) gallons
of the water, lessening the loads of those that need it most.

Late in the evening the camels began to string off towards Mount Bates, so all were brought back
and tied up for the night.

A little dry bunch grass is noticeable here, in the flats, where fires have taken place.

Saturday, Sept. 19.—Started at 550 a.m. A nice breeze which sprang up at 8 a.m. enabled us to
get along very well until noon, when it became hot, and, owing to the nature of the sandridges, we had

difficulty in getting the camels along. It was decidedly hot at 1 p.m. and I determined to camp at
fifteen (15) miles.

The necessity of crossing so many of these terrible sandridges, has considerably altered the con-
dition of some of the camels, in spite of their long spell at Dep6t.

Gave all camels three (3) gallons of water apiece; this will reduce our loading by six hundred
(600) 1bs.

Sunday, Sept. 20.—At 530 a.m. formed in line and our serpentine pad was winding over the sand-
ridges. At eleven (11) miles bore off to the North slightly, toavoid some mulga-clad ridges. Entering
the valley noted 15th August, I found travelling better, and at 11 am. camped at fifteen (15) miles, as it
had become very hot. Good wattle-bush and native poplar feed here. Saw smokes, apparently of natives,

due East and not far distant. Crested bronzewing pigeons were seen at four (4) miles this morning,
flying Eastward.

Monday, Sept. 21.—Started at 530 a.m. and following my old pad, travelled sixteen (16) miles to
some fair wattle-bush, poplar and short buckbush, which was reached at 11-30 a.m. It became very hot
at this time, but our journey was accomplishel during the cool part of the day. At seven (7) miles
pigeons were again seen, and also fresh tracks of several natives. To search for water here, in such
country, would be like “ hunting for a needle in a hay-stack.” Birds, such as pigeons, cockatoos, crows,
and even finches, travel eight (8), ten (10) and even more miles from it at this time of year. And there
are no watercourses or ¢ nspicuous hills to suggest the likelihood of finding the precious fluid either. The
outlook is anything but cheering ; in every direction these awful sandridges to encounter, with but small
hope of finding water in quantities sufficient to be of value to us. Every day lost now seems for our
patient life-preservers another day’s waiting for water, whilst the supply in our kegs is steadily diminishing.
In such country as this the only safe course to pursue is to go ahead until water is found, without loss of
time or encroachment on one’s scant supply. Anywhere in this wilderness water may easily be passed
unseen, within a few chains; and even when discovered it is generally a waste of precious time to work
the majority of the wells found in this country, as they are more often than not valueless, and like the
evil “ will-o’-the-wisp,” luring on to destruction those who look to them for salvation.
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ce thl‘ough

80
a consideration. b tracting water from the ruots of the bloog
; ours extracting w i i he bloodw

My ol Mr.e{(emie; osg:;t :gnf;fld out whether s%ﬁicil ll'ﬂd‘COlll‘(l1 b "btili’n}ed to save a“xﬁgg’sé
ife, i without a drink. Although armed with spade and axe, neither of which a Jogt
hrrlf;ﬁlsv«})ll‘il(vlvﬁ)r: ll(i)ls{t)lslzg have, they found it hard work, the roots being ab -lut.two (2) fus t ul{dergl'Ound
and difficult to find. They were not very successful, only procuring altog"l‘t “ll abiut half a wineglassfy)
of fluid, whilst they drank a much greater quantity from the kegs to enable them to continug work. (
the return of Mr. Keartland and myself from a ramble after _bxrd-, my ciusin zi;ud.h? thu.ught that in
reading * The Aborigines Water Quest ” they had probably missed woms important injunction, and that
perhaps the tap root should be manipulated. For my own part Tam of opinion that beyond the coastal
districts in Southern latitudes, where a perishing man might be #ucis --tul. \\'{th lm_tlh e ronts, there would
be little chance elsewhere, and the exertion of delving would caus thi rmlmtl-?} of more moisture from g
man’s body than he could pass through his gullet from the ront of a tres. Thieory is good  sometimes,

but practical knowledge is better.

Thursday, Sept. 24.—-Started at 545 a.m. Followed my camal-pad for wne (1) mile, where it
angles to the Northward, then altered course to North 42di-g. East, ati [ hopnd to el Lutter travelling
in this direction and so avoid some of those terrible sandridges and lumpy prrcupius flats crosssd on our
previous trip. Crossed low, gravelly, mulga-clad rises of clay-riek fi -.rma.ti--n, lll_ltllllutl- ne with some low
sandridges intervening, a few belts of mulga, and largw, upim pireuping fluts with scattprnd grevillia and
a few poplars. At thirteen (13) miles we suddenly cams upon a nativie w ell at the Harth toat of a sand-
ridge. There was nothing striking in apprarance hera ti indicafis thit pressnee of water, and we almost
missed seeing the well, although it was but a chain to the Juorth-West. [t is about twelve (12) feet
deep, wide at surface, and about eightern (18) inches at the buttum. Ulimling diwn I pushad a broken
spear through drift sand and found, at three (3) feet, a hard roak bistlam, with wbout vighteen inches
of wet drift sand. As the water would rise and maisten tha sand for about o foot, I considered it would,
in all probability, be but a poor supply, and if we loat a day in sinking & wamrkubli: well—a aspurse neces-
sary in order to cope with the drift—we might, after all, misi with a diswppointment.  There was no
feed for the camels at this spot, and I fesl quite confident that Midway Well, found on August 25, will
prove up to expectations; so I consider it would be unwize ta risk the liss of a day under the nxisting
conditions.

which are very luxuriant h

Continued on until, at eighteen (18) miles, we claare thu sandrifiges, which gave place to mulga.
clad ridges and open porcupine. At twenty-two (22) miles, with still nathing in the shape of feed for
the camels, encountered a higher gravelly ridge, stemingly the samo ma thit crssses] by me further to the
West last month. As we had travelled for nine (9) hours, and tho simels had lwen twenty (20) hours
without a bite, I determined to camp on the South-West #ide of this ridgs. W found a niss patch of
fairly green herbage amongst some grevillia and blaodwands, whers an insignifiesnt watersourse pmpties
itself from the ridge, and camped here, having plodded along for Eweniy-thriw (23) miles to-day. One
often sces small patches sufficient ouly for two (2) or thrim (3) vamuls, but it is very difficult to find
enough for twenty (20) hungry ones. )

Friday, Sept. 25.-——The camels fed well last evening, though tind up to insurs an rarly start as
usual. At 545 a.m. we altered our course, bearing now dun North, and vromsird a firw salndri(lges with
s\fabtlebush and ‘patches of buckbush. At thris (3) wmilew pagsad the highest of thess mulga-clad
r;dges trenc}mg Bast and West, with some escarpments on its Hsuthern side. 'Then again came sand-
ridges, until, at twelve (12) miles, we chanced upon a patch wf wattls bush and green buckbush
(roly-poly). Here the sand underneath the surface was quite damp, evidenring a thunderstorm at 00

dista. n
aéslol.li;:_t; Knowing the nature of the country ahead T would not pass this pateh of feed, so camped

Saturday, Sept. 26.—Continued same i '

] ’ o " course as yesterday, starting at 420 a.m. At two (2 i

rl?ecorl(éssedda (t:lay-rock ridge with escarpments on South side, rubbly L-p?r and open pircupine. Ot
pad at seven (7) miles we followed it for the rest of the day, camping in the valley noted by e

on 22nd August, having travelled from t i 4
partly dry, but still there is fair feed fon; th:eclzxtriflglr U TR (@ e =

Mr. Keartland was successful in i
L L shooting an Alexa itting very warf®
now, but fair Easterly winds have favoured us %or the pas?tfell\')armt' Thdlays are getting Y&y

We gave the camels eighty- i i ’
Midway Well on the 28th insp four (84) gallons of water, this evening, and 1 now hope to re

Sunday, Sept. 27.—Started

. g 11,
and shall soon get into sand-hills ot of the valley at 415 am. Travelling now direct for he 75

again.  Crossed a ridge of clay-rock extending Morth-West and South-
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East, at ei(giht (8) miles, and then, for the rest of the day, numerous sandridges.
and quite destitute of camel feed.

At 2 p.m. we were compelled, at twenty-three (23) miles, to halt where there was not a sign of
herbage, as the heat was great and the camels were tired out, having fasted eighteen (18) hours since
they were tied up last might.

Latitude at camp, 23deg. 32min. 45sec. South.

Country all very open

Monday, Sept. 28.—At 545 am. Mr. C. F. Wells in charge of caravan and part F
Midway Well, whilst Mr.J ones accompanied me with our riding-ca%nels and two (2) wzliter-)l;asgt: llt)(:a(;,rifr(l);
North 283deg. East to examine a well and a lagoon both seen by us on our former traverse on August
97th. Travelling same cl.ass of wretched country for eighteen (18) miles we struck our old pad leading
South-Westerly. Followmg same for one and a half (13) miles we reached the well at noon but
tasting 1t, I found it very bitter and saline, and quite unfit for the camels.

Noting the small samphire flat on the edge of which the well is situated, and seeing that water had
been running from its surface into the shaft, I conjectured that probably this accounted for its present
state. Taking a spade I had with me I began to throw out the wet silt, sinking the hole seven (7) feet
from the surface, five (5) feet long, and three and a half (3%) feet wide. Suddenly my spade struck
soft sandstone rock. and feeling to see whether it was the same all over, I found a hole at one end, into
which I pushed the spade 2ft. 6in. deep, down to its bottom. I again pushed the spade through the silt,
upon which I had been standing and loosened it a little. Immediately a hissing sound took place,
accompanied by a jet of water from the bottom. Catching some in a quart-pot we found it fresh.
Setting to work again, I cleaned out the small hole, finding it thirty (30) inches deep, eighteen (18)
inches long and nine (9) inches wide, and smooth like a granite rock-hole. 'The water, clear as crystal
though holding a very little finest red drift sand, was coming in through a crevice at the bottom; if left
alone it filled the rock-hole in a quarter of an hour, and it rose eighteen inches in the large hole which
before contained the bad water. This is, apparently, a splendid spring, but the water, rising over the
level of the sandstone rock, mixes with the soil and becomes saline and soaks away. We consider this a
great find, for it gives us a feeling of safety should Midway Well not prove up to expectations after my
cousin’s arrival there with his eighteen (18) camels to water.

Scooping a hole in the sand, and placing an oil-sheet therein, we watered the camels with ahalf ()
gallon billy-can, and then had a wash ourselves, the first our faces had been treated to since the 17th inst.

The small samphire flat, on the Northern edge of which the well is situated, is partly bare, circular
about two hundred (200) yards across, and surrounded by some tea-tree, quondong, and acacias. High
sandridges are close by, on the East, and gypsum is near the well. On the West 1s a low sand-bar or
ridge, and just beyond this a flat or lead of samphire and a dark species of acacia, trending on a bearing
of North 285deg. East, magnetic, towards the lagoon before mentioned, which we came to inspect.
Following on this bearing for three and a half (3;) miles and then bearing North 300 deg. East mag.
for two (2) miles, we reached the lagoon and found it dry and saline. We camped between the entrance
of this lead to the lagoon and another crossed on August 28th, which comes in from the South-East. The
lagoon has sandridges on the North shore which extend along the lead up to the well and constitute the
best method of finding this water. There were, near the well, no trees large enough to mark. Another
lead comes into the lagoon from the South, and all the country to the East and South, for some miles, is
samphire marsh and gypsum mounds with acacia (dark wattle.)

Travelled for day 25 miles.
Latitude at camp 23deg. 26min. 5 7sec. South.

Tuesday, Sept. 29 —Getting off camp at 540 a.m. we returned to the well, which I have named
“Surprise Well.” We found four and a half (43) feet of water in it. Having mixed with the saline
earth in its banks the water registered, this morning, one quarter of an ounce (}oz.) of salt per gallon,
but if taken direct from the spring in the soft, sandstone rock it is quite fresh. Yesterday, whilst having
the well baled out and the rock exposed, I noticed two (2) hollows on its surface the size of a man’s foot,
and 1t appeared to me as though they had been worn there through the natives standing to get the water
from the small rock-hole. No doubt this water, as also Midway Well, has been used by natives for very
many years. When at, the latter place we noticed hundreds of very old camping spots on all the sand-
ridges in the vicinity, and the accumulation of débris which had been removed from the well from time to
time had formed a large mound. Owing to the scarcity of game and other food around these waters of
the desert they are never frequented by the natives for a lengthy period—not more than a week or two at
most, and then by but small numbers, unless for some special ceremony when a large number collect, but
only for a short time as they could not find food for many days. After giving the camels another driuk,
we travelled direct for Midway Well, making twenty-three (23) miles for the day. We found my cousin
had arrived safely, yesterday, and formed camp near the well. All the camels had been watered and the
supply of water, which registers only about half (3) an ounce of salt per gallon, is good.

A number of crested bronzewing pigeons and shell parrots, and a few galahs and corella parrots,
are now coming to water at this well. It is astonishing how soon all the desert birds discover when a
well is in use.

Wednesday, Sept. 30.—Spent the day washing and repairing clothing, etc.

LAW.
Marked a tree four (4) chains South from well, 4

A high sand-hill is East-North-East from the well and distant s quarter (}) of a mile,and between
the two is a tall clump of green tea-tree.

_s
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cold, the temperature almost at freezing-noin atii
ru.]l.!,' Nn]'lll-l‘."ssl |1|-]"rj n]rni.,.._ ’I.'.J'dll\' at ’I”"‘&i. “'hil.\r
AR " ])-In_ “‘
y the

Just now the mornings are very |
the days are exceptionally hot if the wind (gene
thermometer registered 95deg. in the shade.

The pack camels will spell here on the water
around the well until T return.

and the fair acacia (wattle-bugh
8h) and qyy
2 herbagp
Thursday, Oct. 1.— Preparing for trip to Nort hward during the morning.

Mr. O. F. Wells in charge I left camp at 2 p.m. with Bejah and two (2) camels

eaving i : ; . . -

(14) gaI]’luns 0;’5 water in bags and 5-;:311011.1.:9;.:5 and l'IIL’}lf:.“‘I. l|:l:\'.~' II‘{Lthn‘I!.\' So "'I'li]'[-ml I “m: ::1-,;.!1,twl

to travel eighty (80) miles North, should failure to find water, or other causes, render jf necessary, “Pared
Bearing North 351deg. East, passe_d through r;.ir" “-ut.#]:--inl.-tll in \'il”r.j- for first two o Bt

then over most wretched country: nothing but s;uniru]‘gum. porcupine, a few desert gumg p -lm-w'

tea-tree. Camped, at eight (8) wiles, on a small patch of \\-;11.-.:‘-1:1_1511 on tthv top of a high su.n‘?;-hm

From camp is visible a peculiar, low, round sandstone out-crop (Winnecke Rock) distang fout (4 .)r‘f{"z'

(5) miles.

- r o x - o ro o { 2 H -\ T e
From the time of leaving the well, when the heat was 98deg. in the shade, crossing the sandrid
was very hot and frying work. ey

Friduay, Oct. 2.—Started at 445 a.m., after lrl_i ing the -';n‘u--ls g0 to enable them to get 5 little foq
during the early morning. Now bearing North 356 deg. East. We travelled on this course (;U\]
twenty-two (22) miles, camping at 12:30 p.m. when it became too I._ul to face the sandridges, ,'[,h“-"q Inr
is most depressing. Wretched red sandridges stretch in all directions, and porcupine, intersperse iiimt
a few desert gums and dwarf tea-tree shrubs, is everywhere. So far we have seen no o xme) .ff’\l'll . 1th
leaving camp this morning., At eighteen (18) miles we passed a low, sandstone outerop about half 5 llz??
on our right. In the flats, for the whole day, we saw sandstone rubble and a fow low bars of H:ml‘l_‘?_-f‘-
running at right angles to, and under, the sandridges. Stone

The outlook here is most discouraging, and I am afraid that this class of country extends for son,
distance. From here some very high sandridges are visible to the Westward, about five (5) miles 1“'\?'”"‘[.
Saw at camp two (2) pigeons and two (2) galahs, flying Westward, o

Latitude at camp, 22deg. 57min. 6sec. South.

We find the necessity for being on an allowance of this brackish water. in such weather, very

trying. We can barely manage to put up with it.

Saturday, Oect. 3.—Breakfast at 3-15 a.m.. afterwards bearing North 200 deg. Bast for some hih

sandridges seen yesterday. Ascended two very high ridees at five (5) milos and six (6) miles
respectively, but only to meet with the same horrible outlook and no indication of \\.|I'.v1' Siw ;I'I:_'
mulga-clothed ridges to the West and North-West, two (2) or three (3) miles distant -u;-l :«I;lmr‘wl
glaring red sandridges in all directions.  Altered course, now bea ring North 55deg. B. over .,--m‘hi‘].',:
and poreupine, with clumps of tall tea-tree in the flats or troughs between the s n.-lr!']'."‘-\- i‘:l"'lll four

(4) to five (5) mihra:-: on this course we saw some good wattle-bush (meacin) - the first feed seen sines
Iem:lng our companions. Then altering course to North 355deg. East we travelled on for i‘nnrlf-h r;|i1e.e
again n country destitute of feed. Low mulga-clad sandstone ridges were visible to the Eastward -1iufnlltl
six (6) m{lvs distant, and another crowned with drift sand, two i'_j.; miles to North-Eaust . .\In.rv -‘rlluriuu
red sa.udf'ldgt.‘s to the North. From this point I noted a gully to the West with |Ii Tt"l—l‘l'-'!' ‘lni 1'rth(-;'
;{I‘E!’.‘l:l fn_lluge ‘w'lnch_I took to be wattle-bush, This. together with the discovers ,,|"H,,,“.. Very .:].] native
::4(;1;1% }]-urstt \rlsrigo"m the H:m-I_v_ ﬂumr and gn:in_g in the direction of the folinge, determined me to proceed
7 {l - LlLu Frfrm] Ammp. Bearing I\nrﬂ! 250deg. Bast we camped, at one and o half (1) miles on the
Still.lrti] 9’ .-«r{ ”‘ t‘f_].L’.'””?‘- We had but IEHI" breeze during the morning, and it is now oppressively hot
:am‘in ?lgmltfi'l{i;f{; E“]1 Smlgéhinn']. after going a couple of hundred yvards picked up the tracks, which were
aasei:t f;’.llms (PF:F:I;.F;};:;M) :i.]tll{ElI“;:‘:f' -t!];.mi with difficulty, for half ( Ly a mile, we eame to a small ¢lump of
bark removed from the 't.. I;._( .1:,.(.. that uI"“_]HL every tree had had, at some time or other, & ee. of
& runk—no doubt to make a dish or * e lamin ' for L pUrposes arryig
watar aad food. r “eoolamin™ for the purposes of carryiy

To the st ) ! . .

i ik t}}:; ;?;‘f-,:-‘::.;?j,n“{:ﬁ]‘l' low flat with tea-tree, and a very small, bare flat was also visible to Bejah
made straight for thr‘\ flat .‘:,] 1_'.‘]"5‘(}'“:- I went ﬁ-( the tea-tree, regardless of tracks, whilst Bejah evidently
made for tll.lﬁ}.t -‘illi'!t- Wllli%t I (.;][1 '](‘ reached before I 1“.1. but .-ir"'iln_: some finches on its .\‘HI'I]I side he
camping-place, T]'liss w:;,u-r i;m O\fl‘l‘ld the water on the South side, which is one (1) mile W.S.W. of our
sandstone rock g few feet 'frn I"t;“!.t-tly fresh and soft. Tt is in a small well (Separation Well), in Sf.'ﬂ
patch of half-green sl 1|1I he surface. No other stone is visible in the vicinity., There is a nice
quantity of W:ijttlz.?-hm;;]l : ’”'ll‘ls.r.” ;V..—[H?li\‘ or buckbush) immediatelv around the well for a few chaios, also 8
encampments, which (:;1:.1 i ;,_.l.tiv.]tr} of the former is no doubt owing to the numbers of old nalive
water and feea together RCF'ITH. ‘T-(t" ).? the l'.hfwm'm] that is I."i“i«' about in wll directions. The discovery of
our packs and camels over ;’(\r 't"‘ give us fresh energy, and we at once returned to camp and brought
small one, only large enou ;]1 ¢ B hmlg our thirsty animals we soon had the hole forked, as it was but3
feet from the .Sll'f'fa_(_'(g a,]u]gt_h(, Unfl.t‘m\' us to get g billy-can to the bottom of it. The rock was four (4)
could see the water 'C”[Il.in r 3 t;‘-‘l\?l'.!-i _h“’v'.' apparent ]_\' sunk three (3) or four (4) feet T]]l'!l”?—:h Ihl?- 5
consisting of small hones If:.,r]—u 1-1'(31?1 or under the rock, after removing about three (3) feet of débrih
wells, when not in use, T i]&:’;‘anf-! ‘11 oy {-]"Am""";l vegetation, which is to be found in all these natif
growth of tea-tree is stunted whil }tpfi; i tmmediately around this well, and also at Midway Well, ¢
that the water would be found whzra 1tlII-;ther o it s tall and greener, which might lead one to Sul.pﬁi
fact that the sand or soil is much -'iila;ﬂoiegm"ﬂh 18 most prolific. But this may be accounted for by §

T at the wells than where the larger timber exists.
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Although the. water is green at present we each drank
very thirsty after being on allowance of the brackish water.

A large number of crested and bronzewin
shell parrots are coming here to water; this i
sixteen (16) pigeons.

Travelled for day, with camels, eighteen (18) miles.

I make the latitude of this spot, 22deg. 5lmin. ldsec. South,
123deg. 52min. It is now my intention to return to depit at Midway Well
the rest of the party through to this water. We will then continue our cour
can see that there must be no delay, owing to the lateness of the season. In so terrible a country as
this, where glaring red sandridges, all trending almost at right angles to our course, present themse}l’ves
to the view in every quarter, and where camel feed and water are scarce and the heat of the sand is
intense, it is extremely difficult to proceed at this time of the year. The position of Joanna Spring is
now about one hundred and ninety (190) miles from here, and with care and an ordinary run of Iguck
I expect to get all camels and impedimenta through with safety.

a considerable quantity of it, as we were

g pigeons and a fair number of galahs, and flocks of
nduces me to believe in its permanency. We bagged

and East longitude about
and bring the caravan and
se for Joanna Spring, and T

Sunday, Oct. 4. —Let camels go to feed until 7 a.m. this morning, and starting at 8 a.m., bearin
North 170deg. East, we crossed our zigzag route of yesterday morning at seven (7) miles. Then
bearing South-Easterly we cut our outward pads again, and camped at eighteen (18) miles without feed
which, however, we did not expect to find.

To-day was very trying and cloudy, and this evening a closeness prevails. Innumerable small
insects and ants are swarming around us and giving us a lively time.

Monday, Oct. 5.-—Selecting the best route for the caravan to take when it came up we proceeded
direct for depot, which we reached at twenty (20) miles. Found all well and the camels much improved
for the rest they have had.

The well hasbeen freely used, and the supply of water appears, as at first, undiminished.
The variation of the needle, here, 4lmin. 20sec. East.

During my absence the seed of the date palm has been planted at, and around, the well, and where
the tall tea-tree grows to the East-North-East. I believe these spots are favourable for planting.

Tuesday, Oct. 6.—I purpose giving the two (2) camels used by Bejah and self a rest here, to-day.
Occupied in plotting and preparing for a start to-morrow. Had all kegs freshly filled with water. A

large number of pigeons have been shot during the party’s stay here, and we shall not now require all the
tinned meat we have in stock.

Wednesday, Oct. 7.—Started at 6:40 a.m. Taking all kegs and bags full of water we travelled
eighteen miles, and camped at 2:30 p.m. The weather was excessively hot and trying, especially whilst
crossing the sandridges after 11 a.m.

During the evening walked about a mile East of camp toan outcrop or bar of sandstone, with
ironstone cap, extending North and South, the sandridges crossing it.

Found native soakage well (dry), also bank and small drain for conserving the water. Discovered
a little herbage beyond this spot, walking in all three miles.

Thursday, Oct. 8.—This morning we left at 420 a.m., following chiefly along my pad till my
camping-place of the 2nd inst. was reached, then bearing North 327deg. East we reached the
well at 1:30 p.m., at twenty (20) miles. The sandridges were steep and numerous, and owing to this
and the heat of the afternoon the camels kept breaking their nose-lines during the latter part of the
stage. The sand becomes so hot after 11 a.m. that the poor brutes can barely endure walking over it.

During the afternoon we cleaned out the well, removing all the accumulated rubbish, chipping off
some of the soft sandstone rock at bottom and enlarging the hole, the well being then about ten (10) feet
deep. We found we had a well of most delicious fresh water of excellent supply coming in from the
sandstone near the bottom; the good quality renders it a great boon to us. The water in the last well
(Midway Well) is good for domestic use, but contains half an ounce of salt to the gallon, and is not,
therefore, desirable for travelling on when one is on a daily allowance.

There are sandstone elevations from four (4) to six (6) miles East and West from this spot, which
probably dip towards it, forming a basin.

If not, as I think, of a permanent character, this well has a large supply for a considerable
length of time after rainfall.

Friday, Oct. 9—We have now managed to water all the camels, and fill all kegs with fresh supply
(300 gallons), and the well still justifies our good opinion of it. It rose to its original height during the
night, and this morning it showed five (5) feet of water and a holding capacity of two hundred (200)
gallons. The feed is good here, and, as I anticipate some difficulty in this respect when we continue our
travels, I purpose giving the camels to-day and to-morrow on it.

Marked the only tea-tree growing in this little patch—which is about (2) chains North of the
LAW.
5

Again observed for latitude (mean) 22deg. 51min. 14sec.

well—

Saturday, Oct. 10.—To-day the weather is working up for a thunderstorm. Ea_‘rly this morning I
walked Northward for two (2) miles, to find the easiest route for the camels when leaving here.
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at this little oasis. Birds have been flocking hege
le as robbing a hen-roost.
only three (8) wells of value hitherto dise,

We have been feasting on pigeons 1 gregy

numbers for water, and shooting is as simp
These welcome little spots around the :
this wretched country, truly oases, and the only P
suited for camels surround each of the waters tu:l e
his weary “ships of the desert 7 with water 4}11 {.],m'f
realises the value of water. In Australia its absence 18
the explorer has to encounter.
The seed of the date-palm has
ady for a start, to morrow. ‘ ,
e My cousin and Mr. Jones will leave us, herc: .fqr i tr’l[l‘; t.tll Ih-_-r }{:I-[-Ill-.\\l..-.»:-tl._ and we hope to i
eventually, somewhere in the vieinity of Joanna I&prm;‘{. i jri':;tjllrl,i,ln |:'- Iilntmu\; :1‘13_[: ;j.lnu-.,; the flats -
trouchs between the sandridges, gl_'lu__‘ra_-]l.\' bearing ‘I\m} !‘_1 o f-']"’.'_ _t.sll.hl n Ill .“” 1 300deg, Ragt for
eigh?v (80) miles, or even one hundred (100) should my cousin l.tlllhlll 1111}1 _ ;u:;:: ) '_t.” 20 80 f:u'._and they
in a North-Easterly direction to cut t]!c route I purpose taking, a ]nlitllil [-”-I.'\ ; '|}_“I h_,'”‘\, {4.“} s
of Joanna Spring. I anticipate reaching this point 1n about {}\}v‘\e” ( .L‘I\ s, \l\ i _~,I1 My cousin, taking jniy
consideration that the first eighty (80) or one hundred {.].UIIIJI m: e8 .;11 be ¢ ....-l- vy him withont erossing
the sandridges, estimates that he will arrive at that point 1n & ;Ul-ltl ='-11| l.w-: { "-L; flu.\-::'__ 1In the event of
not cutting our tracks, where he expects, he will continue on ‘\IE ‘-'il”'l\]:mv } II[I.".“.L“- . ?'illlhu;.{'t“ find this,
they will continue on, without loss of time, for t}_m Fitzroy, in al “I.l i.—llllnlf - "'-“"'{'_" 'h"f“-‘t"m. Bop
the event of finding Joanna Spring or any waters in that vicinity l|1|<_\l;\l : W .l.lll‘ éi!_h.l .--1-_'51;1| for us, but oply
solong as their supplies of food will permit. They will take “”j'."_'. (¢ ) camels, sixty (60) gallony of nd
in two (2) pairs of kegs and their filled water-bags; also provisions for a month and 1ng“ sqiomet
with necessary plans, etc.

4 vered g
aces of rest for man and beast. Herbage and Ele'l
ghort distances, thus enabling the travellep y lt{&he'a
and it is on such occasions as these th:tl'esh

one

frequently the only danger of importance h
al

been freely planted around the well, to-day, and everything

nade

We are leaving a pair of ration cases here, and have buried 501bs, of tingeq
meat near the marked tree at camp.

Sunday, Oct. 11.—We experienced thunderstorms all round us last night, but ounly a few drops
of rain fell here. I am hoping that some of the showers fell to the Northward,

Each party started from well at 7°15 a.m., Charles on a bearing of North 290deg. East, whilst
our course was North 356deg. E.

For the first eight (8) miles the sandridges were numerous, with loose sandy flats, dense porcupine
desert gums, fair wattlebush and patches of waterbush occurring, ;nlni travertine lunestone outeropping in
places. Noted sandstone outcropping three (3) or four (4) miles distant to East and crossed some in the
flats. 'Then followed wider flats until, at fourteen (14) miles, we reached a higher elevation of sand over
lying sandstone, the higher points of the latter being one (1) mile to Eastward. (Read bearing North
313deg. Bast to a remarkable hillock of sandstone (Thring Rock) about four (4) miles distant.) We
ca.mped at this I_millt n a I‘Illﬂgil, belt. To the North is a rather wide poreupine flat which will be of
service to-morrow. Very poor feed here,

Monday, Oect. 12. —Started at 4'45 a.m. Following same course we crossed the flat at three and a
half (81) miles, then more sandridges and porcupine. At seven (7) miles sighted a small but conspicuous
hill to Eastward, one (1) mile distant, and South of that again another rise. 1 have named the hill after
Mr. Stephen King, of the South Australian Survey Department, who was a member of John MecDouall
Stuart’s Expedition across the Continent. Noticed outerops  of sandstone half a mile to West,
Proceeding to them I found some very small rock-holes which were dry,  From this elevation I saw a dry
glT‘lt lake about three (3) miles to the North-West, situated in a valley which apparently extended some
distance to the Eastward, the valley appeared to be dark and low with vegetation. Confinuing on over
numerous and rather steep sandridges we passed a patch of slate outcropping with a little loose quarta
and prickly acacia bushes, which are rare in this country, The slate and quartz were also a gurprise to
me. At ten (10) miles we reached the edge of the valley, and here saw good wattle-bush (acacia) tea-
tree, mallee, quondong and porcupine, Many ridges and blows of travertine limestone were visible here.
In the same ‘7?111.‘-‘-}5 at twelve (12) miles, we crossed a shallow watereourse trending towards the lagoonf
also gypseous soil and outerops.  Enormous clumps of porcupine oceurred here and onward.

At fifteen (15) miles we reached the North side of the valley which is about 1,150 feet above sea
level, the sandstone outerops, from which the lake was seen, having an elevation of two hundred and fifty
(250) feet. In the flats, on either side of this valley, are large ant-hills up to eight (8) feet high. Being
afraid to pass this feed T determined to camp here at 11-15 -.r.m. I : |

5 4 am of opinion that water would be found in this vallev i Jderate denths,  Saw some Crows
here and, just before entering the valley, tracks of nat mh: “"';3.-“ iw'-l:} ““l‘["i::i:‘Il]|P]lfl|_li:|.lliill'i'll-:"'s are visible
to the North of camp, and from the summit of one of these, a mile from camp, the lake was plainly
visible, bea.rmg_ North 245deg. East, and about two (2) miles d..l-d'ml I have H‘I!tl“ d it after Mr. W. P
A}IIIEII c.:f Adelaide, v.vho was a member of Stuart’s famous Ex}lu-‘nliti.un. :';1 1.\\':: (2 miles from camp:
w l_zlel {)] ha[-lq fval.ued mm search of water, I could see high red sandridges in all directions for 8
considerable distance, and about two (2) miles west, some sandstone outerops. Travertine

exists, also, on this side of the valley,

Laitude by observation, 20deg. 24min, 48sec. South, at camp

The same disheartening outlook e
look upon existed here hefore this terrib

verywhere! Although there is no doubt that something fairer 0
le sand hid it from view.
Tuesday, Oct. 13.—We turned out at ¢
; , . 18, at 2:30
at 415 am. The whole of to-day’s journe
passed some small hillocks of sandstone

. - . : ark
a.m., and were crossing the first sandridge, In Tl}f d we
¥ was over high, h}n'lq-t sandridges. At three (:3} mi e];:ast-
» and another outerop visible at (8) miles, about a mile t
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ward. At fourteen (14) miles, at the summit of a very high sandridge, 1 d .
of herbage (half-green waterbush), and, fearing to go beyond this, I cgamgsdca,ltmll(iea.mu?on AR

During the afternoon I found the track of an emu, going in an E.N.E. directi i I
recent, I followed it. It kept a direct line, and I tracked it %or §even 7 miles; gll'(l;z(szflllogn’aagg(’)dasniltn:vb:;
of sandridges, until I began to feel the heat; it being just beyond noon when T left camp. Seeing no
indication of water, and noting that the track was still making the same course, I gave up the searchgant
returned to camp, feeling excessively dry and thoroughly disgusted, as I had cherished great hof)e o
finding water. Iam told, however, that these birds will travel great distances without a drink. and thio
one may have been on a record-breaking expedition. It was 5 pm. when [ got back and I fels
thoroughly exhausted after that fourteen (14) miles’ walk in such climate and country. Be;ja.h had alsd
found the track 'Of this bird, and had run it in the opposite direction, for some distance, without success
He says—*1I think this fellow all the same camel; no see water, no want.”

A sandstone outerop is visible from camp, three (3) miles Easterly.

Wednesday, Oct. 14.—Rose and started at the same hour as yesterday, on same course. At two
(2) miles we encountered sandridges overlying sandstone and rubble ironstone. After that the flats were
wider and the sandridges lower, though high to the Eastward with outcrops of sandstone visible. At
9) miles a bare ridge of sandstone was visible about two (2) miles to Eastward, and from it some
small, shallow watercourses proceeded, emptying into tea-tree flats, which we crossed. At ten (10) miles
we met with travertine limestone, wattle-bush and cork trees. As the opportunity was thus offered me of
camping on this feed and making a search for water, the locality appearing favourable, I decided to take it.
At noon saw smokes visible to the North-West, the first we have seen for the last hundred and fifty (150)
miles, although old footprints and burnt country have been seen frequentlv. As we are now within 140
miles of Joanna Spring, I am hoping that these natives belong to that ceuntry, and that we may make
friends with them. It became excessively hot at noon to-day, and the camels sought shelter immediately
on our arrival here, at 915 a.m., preferring to go hungry until the evening, although they were, as usual,
tied up last night. Ifind that our only hope of getting our loading through this wretched wilderness is by
very early starts and by camping before noon.

Latitude by “ Pavonis,” 22deg. 4min. 27sec. South.

Bejah and self walked ten (10) miles this afternoon, in various directions, in search of water. We
saw some very old footprints of natives, and places where bark dishes had been cut from trees. Found
one (1) dry well in some tea-tree South-East of camp, and although we were .unsuccessful, I feel confident
water exists, at present, not far distant. We saw several finches whilst out, and this evening a galah
parrot flew over the camp to the Westward, returning again from whence it came within a quarter of an
hour. It was getting late and we were too tired out to go in further search to the West, where I believe
the water is, and all our search work must be done, if possible, without interfering with our progress
Northwards, so 1 cannot afford to wait here after daylight to-morrow.

Thursday, Oct. 15.—Leaving camp in the dark at 4:10 a.m., we still pursued the same course over
rather abrupt sandridges at first, then over wider flats and less elevated ridges. Noted numerous outcrops
of sandstone, and ironstone rubble and nodular limestone in the lower gullies, and, at fifteen (15) miles,
sandstone and hillocks immediately on on our West, with a conspicuous belt of tea-tree down a valley to
the Eastward. We saw some pigeons as we passed here, and after getting a mile further on galahs were
seen flying in the direction of the tea-tree belt, which I regret I did not visit, overtaking the caravan later.
Smokes were visible to the West and East-South-East.

At fifteen (15) miles we camped at 10-20 a.m., it being then too hot to take the camels further-
The feed here is very poor. A small sandstone ridge lies one (1) mile to the Eastward, with a mulga
thicket at foot. We camped at a few desert gum trees, after clearing the porcupine, as we so frequently
have to do. One cannot move without coming into contact with this aggravating grass, predominating
and flourishing alike on flat or ridge of stone or sand. One may wonder why such an enormous area
should be covered with so useless a growth, but on reflection it can be seen that this vast and dreary
wilderness would be a most barren desert but for the porcupine; for it impedes the drifts of sands, and
affords the only shelter for the game or vermin which are the source of supply for the heathens who
inhabit this inhospitable region, and without which they could not possibly subsist.

At nightfall the solitude of the surroundings is broken by the chirping of myriads of crickets,
which find shelter from an over-powering sun uuder these wiry bunches.

We divided eighty (80) gallons of water amongst the camels, this evening: they look very miserable
and could not possibly carry their loads of water much further.

Latitude, 21deg. 51min. 51sec. South, by observation.

Friday Oct. 16.—Last evening we experienced great difficulty with the camels whilst dividing the
water. I allowed seven (7) of them one and a half (1) buckets apiece, and the remamning ten (10) one
bucket each. They fairly rushed the camp for it, becoming almost unmanageable.

We were up at 2 a.m., getting away on the same course at 4am. We are now crossing gravelly
undulations with green bloodwoods in the gullies or sh_a.llow watercourses, which 1mmed1a,tely'empty
themselves into sandy, porcupine flats. Every few miles high sandridges divide or rather cover this class
of country.

At 8 a.m. the weather became very close and sultry, but a North wind sprang up at 10 a.m. and
caused a slight improvement, although at times, and always when crossing the sanc}rldges, it was very trying;
the camels refused to travel and gave us no end of trouble. At thirteen (13) miles I noted in front of us
a low valley, and decided to push on to it in the hope of ﬁndu}g some feed for the poor brutes. We
Passed a low, bare, sandstone hill half a mile on our West with sandridges almost {o its summit, at
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Reached the edge of the valley at 17 miles, and here founq SOMme wat],
| g :

fifteen (15) miles. ds of which were dry.

(a (,b 1, little "a' O 13.!' th(: see
LACIA }lnd 28 ]J.tt}l., native P p ¥ % . 3 r, . Snrine i P
)“‘e ar 5“11 ver one ililll{]]'t‘d (1““; H”l(_‘b' tl'tl]ﬂ |l'hlu||n! ‘. [ I“l_, ¥ nU]ll at llh_‘.'l_'] t l[;lzv ll .
e W i ' t 1 NUrth‘\"ll (} At Sixh'l'n ( ]'.'.’ ““]l'.“' W I"tl:\'.'il_'lf an lilll ene nl:{ T
. i o S0 the L . X
Si.hll(]ndgen are dr]l e can see to

i S pren;
( et deep in sund and apparently qpy Soe nt of
5 i in a tea-tree flat, ten (10) feet deep in | ydry. Sawpp
natives, and a native well in a t:.a..tr; O i thav gok & dHDE: Sy
ireons and crows, but am at a loss to B y geb . .
pigeo | sk for these waters 18 most i‘l}lél‘l.‘ﬂ[ﬂ;_f_ and only BeFVes .
alki t on foot to look for § : i >irg: and ouly serves ty 1y
Walking abou : it would be an utter impossibility to indye a0
i 1 he heat of the day it would be : y ’ uce camels, ayer 1
one’s thirst, and during the heat of the daj Siog tha Bot sand o
they were ﬁ,t for the extra work entailed in search, to face : :
s Some thunderstorms are working up this evening. _
» camels did at all well, last evening, owing to (3 ———
Saturday Oct. 17—None of the ('_d.tll'( lhlllhxlI ‘ m the 15th seems Iuh}mu» been of litl1 il.\}L '.]Emt hea,
and the small quantity of water we gave them ( arly morning, they refuse to nass o ot b 1 then,
The days are now so frightfully hot that, during the early e b ¥ Pass a shade of 4
kind, and when the caravan halts they all huddle up together, trying to stand in one anothey s shade, |
fm] i?:uust give up day-travelling and endeavour to push on by moonlight,
e':! ! - . . .
Qur position has now become most serious owing to the intense heat, the sandridges, ynq need of
* POSILIC g
both food and water. |
; . Jecided to walk back to the well (about a mile) which we
Arranging to start to-night, I decide L 4 b we paggeq
1 try i inh’s help, to deepen it. We worked hard for an hour or more, but f; :
yesterday and try, with Bejah’s help, to deepe i Whe e o may; ot &
dry, though with damp sand on very hard rock bottom. i 1{\? -'“-“\lf“ [ s I saw a very gay
voiume of sm{)ke, a.ppa.rcnti\' not far distant, rising to the North-West @ I-...:lei it noon Jutl.-u:]jn;_“u
push on at night, after our Teturn ; but soon found oursclves amongst very high and steep sandridges o
: ; 1 1 5 1] | 3 -il i Fye 3 ) = -
the tops of which desert gum-trees were growing. At nine (9) mn.' 8 we found a freshly burnt patch of
porcupine and tracks of natives. While running these I h.'.tr| to walk many times up and down g single
sandridge—the natives had evidently been tracking wallabies and rats. The natives' tracks were gomg
Easter]?. and consequently brought us a little nearer our camp than where we first found .1|,‘.m_ By this
time it was nearly dark, and having run f_lu‘ t_mr_ks for about four (4) miles I_'I.-.-:-[.-cl, at 6 P, 10" sturg
for camp. Tt took us from that time until midnight to reach the camp, o distance of geven (7) miles
Staggering over hot sand, parched with thirst, I became "\lll:lll"1.l"i_ and !.u]_v able to manage u quarter fo
a half mile at a time, sinking down at the top of each h':“l-'i?'ll'l'."' in i half st upor, .-u!-I falling mto a slee
each time only to jump up again with a start and urge Bejah to rouse }nllu‘.--..j I'he tops of the ridges
becoming cooler as the night advanced, we ““!".';“"'“.‘_' |u|!_]+-ul our c¢lothes off .|_w} ]n:ll:‘ml‘ the cool sand
over our burning skins. On approaching the signal fires from camp we were foreed to lie down aguin,
and Bejah seemed to collapse. We called for relief and the others were soon around us, tending us both,
and domg everything to relieve our suffering. Mr. Keartlund is kindness itself, and Trainor seems
unable to do enough for us. As we were unable to move for some hours our start was delayed unt
morning. We walked quite twenty (20) miles sinee noon on this exploit

bugl

Sunday, Oct. 18.—At 8 a.m. started for the spot where I left off tracking last evening, and
having the benefit of a South-Basterly breeze, continued the journey until 11 wimn., reaching the position
at seven (7) miles. Travelling on a bearing of North d30deg. East for two (2) miles, we avoided steep
sandridges, getting through some samphire marshes. Then, working round on to our former line of
traverse, camped under some desert gum trees, which are fairly large here

Resting until 3 p.m., Bejah and I again set out with two (2) camels, one of us riding whilst the
other led the poor animals in order to get them along over the sand.  Picking up the natives' track, we
followed it with difficulty, owing to the manner in which it twisted and turned about. and crossed and
re-crossed other tracks.  Tracking him to camp in a porcupine and tea-tree flat hetween the ridges, we
saw several of the natives, who had not perceived us. Putting the camels down I called to them, but
thl‘;‘_Y all made off over the first sandridges to the North of their camp, although I tried all my powers

of persuasion to prevail on them to stuy.  There were about a dozen in all, men, women and children.

Searching about we found a well in drift sand, about twelve (12) foet deep. 1 pushed the cleaning
rod of my Winchester over two (2) feet into the wet drift below water level, We were unable to
get our camels a drink, having no appliances, so returned to camp with the news of our discovery. Our
last hope of getting out of this horrible fix depended on the discovery of water, and T had felt very
doubtful whether any of us would be alive » week hence.  For the last three (3) days the camels had
refused to eat a morsel, and the terrible heat was gradually becoming worse ‘

Monday, Oct. 19—We started at daylight an
miles North-East and about h bl
well on the 11th inst.

; We at once set to work, finding the well
sides. Removing several tons of sand from around
permit, we lowered into the bottom a box made

1
14 3 1 moved over to the well, about one and a }|:|'1f {lﬁ)
alf () a mile East of the line of traverse pursued by me since leaving the

difficult to cope with owing to the drift sand and loose
the top, and digging it out first as far as ,;Iafl"-‘" :::u
i from two (2) ratio ases, and e same time sec
the sides of the well above with spars of desert gum u.ml}t::.-:.)l rl-..:r.lh:-lli: ]II. ‘-\l|“g:...l.‘“ t“]-:- hiad it finished, but
the drift wasg St'ﬂ‘l Coming in at the b““t{'m, where there was also xnr{ ‘-J"llll‘l‘-InI]-' rock Hf:t'lll“ﬂf—.’ the reSE
of the day at bit]l"gv we secured about thil’t_}" (30) I)lIl!I‘\'t'T\“flf‘ ‘W'lft'!" \I i:'.i we "'I.il" to the camels a' f
p-m.  We were then obliged to tie them down to ke e  the well | =4 ontinue taking

: : A *¢p them from the well. I purpose to ¢
the water as long as it comes 1, or until we get sufficient I'.n-lil.:l- ._-ul;n:h_ S
To help us with the drift Mr. Kea

g J rtland made a secon: - g . nailed a bag to for
bottom ; this box is now fitted inside the larger ;]udjb i o om witigh ke mailed 8 DAY

m the

With the exception of thejr 8
yesterday morning. [ noticed

s - y ‘Ni
pears the natives left all their Ili'lilll_}:illg_{':-i at camp when they bolt

amongst their imple 1upas#

ments a Iriv['v of -‘.h.“'lwna--] steel or iron fixec
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axe, a large quantity .of different varieties of acacia seeds, and a preparati

and ready for cooking. There was also a dish of berries resegb%i)n lon of these m:
these, I notice, grow on small bushes around here. This species was ea
during their hardships in 1878.

Latitude at this spot, 21deg. 29min. 40sec. South.

ade into a paste
g small melons, with hairy rind;
ten by Colonel Warburton’s party

Tuesday, Oct. 20.—We were at the well at daylight, having first sent t}
sandridge and out of sight of the well on the chance of finding fe%d,rs sent the camels beyond the first

e Ound h Supply Of W ater decreasing C‘Onsiderably a-nd b y noon ha.d ODI V 1 1

VV ‘ ! t' e A DG Obta.med elghteen
]8 bucketS, bIlnglng bhe g g 4 ) 0 ; the Bll then lEfused

1(0 y)ield more tha«n bhlee (3) gall @ N ( ) :

During the morning Said Ameer, who was looking after the camels. came over
description of the movements of two (2) native spies, who had watched us and had taken a geiglil gﬁxeya
Said Ameer was W}thm fifty (_50) yards of them, and whilst one was craning his neck to see over thé
sandridge and occa,smnally turning and making gestures to his companion, he perceived Said and leavin
his spears bolted for his life, although Said called to them and held up his hands. 2

Giving the camels all the water we had collected from this well, which I have named ¢ Sahara,” I
decided to resume our journey at 8 p.m., travelling by moonlight. I find it will be utterly impossible to

get the camels along during the time the sun is in view.

I have marked a tea-tree “ L.A.W. /6” about five (5) chains East of the well. There are several large
ant-hills, up to ten (10) and twelve (12) feet high, near by, and the well is on the South side of a
sandridge with a small tea-tree close by it. Other small, scattered tea-tree and coarse species of acacia are
also in the flat. The dry seed-stalks of the porcupine are as much as seven (7) feet high here, showing
that a good rainfall occurs in this latitude sometimes; when—to quote Lindsay Gordon—

Broken up fountain heads dash on
Dry deserts with long pent up passion.

Wednesday, Oct. 21.—The small allowance of water to which we were forced to limit the camels
last evening was like a drop in the ocean to the half-starved looking, famishing brutes. They rushed the
kegs, and gave us an hour’s work in dividing the spoil fairly. We have sufficient water in the kegs, for
our own use, for ten (10) days, but if we find it impossible to get the camels along without water I must
give a little of it to those most exhausted. When they have no feed they cannot go so long without
water.

We left the well, which had given us false hopes, in a sweltering heat at 8 p.m. Slightly altering
our course and bearing due North we passed over the same desolate sandridge and porcupine country
for the first eight (8) miles, then over wider flats and lower ridges. Then came open gravelly undulations,
very dense porcupine and occasional sandridges for the remainder of the journey.

Camped at 4 a.m., having travelled twenty-one (21) miles during the night. The air became
much cooler towards midnight, thunderstorms occurring to the North and North-East.

No feed here for camels, except inferior dry acacia and coarse herbage.

Thursday. Oct. 22.—The camels were still in the same wretched plight as we moved off, last
evening, at 6'45 p.m. on the same bearing. We crossed three (3) small sandridges in the first four (4)
miles, the country following consisting entirely of gravelly undulations with sandstone outcrops, dense
porcupine everywhere and, in the flats and gullies, desert gums, low, broad-leaf wattle-bush (a new
species to me), tall tea-tree and a tree about thirty (30) feet high, which I take to be the Leichardt tree.
At six (6) and nine (9) miles we crossed two (2) small, shallow watercourses trending North-West and
West respectively; and at fifteen (15) miles sandstone ridges (low) half a mile to the East. At sixteen
(16) miles we again entered high, sandridge country, and camped at seventeen (17) miles, after our
moonlight walk, at 140 a.m. Finding a little broad-leaf wattle here, which the camels were biting at as
we went along, I did not like passing 1t.

Latitude by observation, 20deg. 56min. 46sec. South.

A number of smokes are visible from camp to-day to the North-West and North.

We have still sixty (60) miles to travel before reaching the latitude of Joanna Spring, and I am
afraid it is sandhill country from here, as we are now in close proximity to Colonel Warburton’s
route.

The weather continues very hot and trying, and it is over a fortnight since we experienced a cool
day.

Friday, Oct. 23.—We started at 7 p.m., last evening, on the same course. It is still moonlight.

We crossed innumerable sandridges, dense porcupine, a little broad-leaf wattle, and another very coarse
species which the camels will not eat, and which is, of course, most abundant.

At eight (8) miles we chanced upona patch of half-green herbage (water-bush) on sandridges, and
I decideq to camp at 11 p.m., having found a fresh native foot-print.

The camels, feeding only for a short time, then made off to the North-East. They are really

unable to eat, and look most wretched. We are now, again, in a most critical position. My cousin’s
riding camel (Mahdi) has become so weak from want of nourishment and water that I am giving him a
bucket of water from our scanty supply, now about thirty (30) gallons.
bucket on the 18th inst, '

This camel also had an extra
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h tracks of two (2) natives, I started, with Bejah, to rup them

This morning, finding the fres the number of times the tracks went up and down an

found it most difficult work owing to

i ; this, com .
and forwards over the ridges; ) back at having, by “ome mean
X alinost back at camp, having, S or other, yy,
and a half (23) hours we found ourselves . Madey

! ) ) t out again, this time taking Said Amser with us, and after ty, (.
imstaki- cﬁ'frfer ;eShc(;lrflgefltpglf Zeﬁagge camp. Seeing a blackfellow T ran for him, but for WO (2)
1o_ursie ll;zaft ilugéharge of five (5) children, He could not under‘s’tm'ld English and T did not know i
i:rlp[:laove although the words “ Wilarra” (moon) and « Burrna” (sand) wire familiar to me, resembliyg
t%gglal;g{lage Ofgthe Murchison tribe at Morarie Station. I also gathersd that the wor] « Napa” Wean;

water.
At this spot, in a miser

d ba,c]v We
bined with the stifling heat, greatly fatigued us, ang aftgat"‘gs
(

nd he wag 5

able drift-sand gully or trough bi tv;reentxl---.l lszL_lfléh-i(}g.-silwe found 3 Soakage

: - ing in the bottom, but the drift only allowed ahout gn 1m0
. ten (10) feet deep, with water showing in . ‘bout an ine|
gf nwzlt)g: toveczalll' (it,s )surface. pPuslling a stick into the sand 1 found the bittom at wight (8) inches iy oné

place and eighteen inches in another.

i t four (4) miles, is a sandstone outcrop, and thepe ;
To the North-East of the well, distant abou . ndgt P, and there is
no other feature to indicate the position of this spot. W return d to camps at 2:30 p.n,, haVng walkeq

eight (8) miles in search.

Gathering some of the greenest parts of the herbagi (wuter-bus‘h) wa rarried it to th famishing
camels, some of which were in groups under .the desert gum trs, whilis tha gthers, too exhansted
follow the shade, were exposed to the broiling sun. Only two ( 2) -_f tham would make any attempt at
eating, the others apparently being unable to swallow. The iand ia frightfully hot to-day.

Saturday, Oct. 24.—Last evening, at 8 p.m., we continusd on thy sxnmen urs yvhich took us West
and within fifteen (15) chains of the well, at one and a half (13) milew.  ¥We lind dlﬂlcl'llt‘-' m getting two
(2) of the camels this distance; they lay down rep: atedly, s a# a last resource, I devided to camp and
test the well.

We all turned in and camped close together, thinking it possilile that natives might be about
At 10 o’clock Mr. Keartland roused me with the intimation that hi: eculd hear, te the Eastward, natives
talking. Shortly afterwards we heard them coming towards us, and jumping up I went to my saddle
getting in place of my Winchester a revolver, which I Ly tid within my shirt. T also got ready some
shirts and coloured handkerchiefs, and then waited. ©wming i the tup of the =and ridge nwarest to us
they all appeared to call in one voice, “ Yarra 1 T replind likewiss, when thety repeated the call, which T
believe means “ Come.” Thinking they mwant to be frisndly, I wenl «vir, in the moimlight, and met
eleven of the ugliest looking savages imaginable. Thry varh narvied twi (2) wadidies, whilst the elder of
the group had in addition a shield; his forehead wa# paintad white, and hit winr on his head a plume of
white feathers. I commenced to pat the shouldire of thit natives, while they nxamined me and made a
most horrible noise with their tongues and lips (an ixclamatiin of watemishmint). M r. Koartland joined
me, bringing his trusty gun, at which the natives looked askanss. Trainnr hrrught up woms tinned meat,
and Bejah and Said Ameer also put in an appraranee. “ Napa’ bering the only useful word of their
language with which I was acquainted, I endiavoursd to ixplain our nwed of wuier and the direction in
which we were going. Two of the younger men, pointing HNorth-Weat and ¥orth, said something about
water, and touching their feet, I think were willingto gis with us, when sudilenly the i hinf apoke to them
in an authoritative voice, and we could not persuade them tosay any more un the subject. We did
everything in our power to cultivate a friendly rulationship with them, assuming fictitious names, and
indulging in a general laugh.

. Giving the chief a sign that we were sliepy, I pointad to our camp, whereupon, ¢n a sign from
him, t}ley all threw down their waddies, and he his shirld, and walked off towards the well. We
returning to camp, were soon asleep.

At daylight we went over to the well, where, lying undsr a tem-tree, I eounted thirty (30) spears
which were not here yesterday. The old men, women, and children wrrs all gons, and, as we approached
last night, there was no fire visible. There i no duubt that thess warriors were lying in ambush and
waiting to defend their water. The natives then svids ntly decided to comi svir and make friends with
us. Yesterday I presented the lame man with a handkerchief and a knifa,

Seeing two (2) of the natives on top of di o holding up my
hands, and they were all soon around us aguiﬁ. a distant wandridge, I ralled to them, holding up )

We !'Inmedia,tely set to work at the well, digeing it out afresh, and securing the sides with logs
and. po_rcupllne, next making a “paddock” in thegbgott%m with stakes and bru «h, z’fnd an abundance of
porcupie [f)aced at the back. A Dbottomless bucket was them sunk in the centre of the paddock o
Eﬁ;ﬁ;}t)merrh(_)rce&l n al,ll around its sides until we had a hed of this grass of ths same depth as the
el ‘lsﬁ?l ectually coped with the drift sand, and when the bucket rcame full of water three

ckets were filled, and the water was then again allowed to accumulate.

The well made at the rate of two (2) buckets per hour, and by 10 p.m. we had secured twenty-five

(25) buckets, which were given to the famishi whic
we poured down their throats with a qug;lts.g)ltiltg brutes. Two of them could not awallow the water,

Sunday, Oct. 25.—We continued at th
p-m., when we had secured altogether sixty-
camels, having worked the well for thirty-six
the country being destitute of feed and the te

e well the whole of last night, then again to-day until 10.30
five (65) buckets of water, sixty of which we gave ?Dtge
(36) consecutive hours to obtain this quanﬁt."- Owing g
rrible heat-wave we are experiencing, the poor animals has
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not benefited to the extent they otherwise should, and I am afr

: aid two ]
much further; the relief has come to late for them. or three of them will not travel

So far I have managed to get all camels and e
latitude, but as so much depends on our flight n
abandoned

quipment within fifty (50) miles of Joanna Springs
0w, a considerable quantity of our goods must be

Yesterday the natives all disappeared returning whilst we were at the camp havi

i . ’ t o

drank a considerable quantity of the water we had collected, and taking all the spears,p clg‘l"];lgofs wig‘h};i{
our knowledge. I had hoped they would come on with us and take us to a good water.

I have named this water “Adverse Well”; the computed latitude is 20d i
longitude, 123deg. 49min. East. P 18 eg. 48min. South,
Monday, Oct. 26.—We left all the tents, most of the tools provision boxes, one (1 ir of

’ A 3 y , ; t .
kegs, Mr. Keartland’s collecting boxes, and small firearms and other articles which we Cz(m)d%agi > ovlv;atu F(I;r
the present, also all personal property, taking only bare necessaries. All these things we have stacked
together and covered with a tarpaulin about fifteen (15) chains South-West of the well. I felt this step
to be absolutely necessary, as otherwise we should get nothing through this fiery furnace. Mr. Keartland

has still his collection and that of Mr. Jones, with the exception of stones which are very heavy and
I think, not very valuable. ]

We continued our flight last night at 11-30 p.m., pursuing the same course and encountering most
terrible, high, and abrupt sandridges crowned with loose drift. After going up one hundred (100) feet
we were often unable to get over them, and were forced to follow along for a better crossing-place.
Travelling as we were by night the best places were not discernible, and at one time I thought we should
be unable to get the camels over them. ~Mr. Keartland counted sixty-five (65) of these ridges in eight
(8) miles ; they covered a wide area, and the troughs between them were very narrow.

Camped at 5 a.m., at nine (9) miles, with little or no feed.

Ants are very troublesome here. One of our best pack camels fell dead on the summit of a sand-
ridge as we came along last night. He was one of the two we poured the water into; I attribute his
death to urinic poisoning or inflammation.

Tuesday, Oct. 27— Last evening Bejah informed me that six (6) of the camels were very bad, and
would neither eat nor chew the cud. This, combined with the increasing number of frowning, abrupt
sandridges presented to our view, made our position more critical than ever, and our present prospects,
with only the remaining animals to carry us along, are anything but alluring. The finding of Joanna
Spring I also consider uncertain in such country. I feel the present position most acutely, for after
crossing so many miles of such terrible country safely and getting all equipment and camels so faritis a
cruel blow to me to be obliged to abandon outfit and collections now. Mr. Keartland, who has displayed
so much energy in attending to his duties must also feel it hard to part with all his treasures, but Lindsay
Gordon says :—

With adverse fate we best can cope
‘When all we prize has fled ;

And where there’s little left to hope,
There’s little left to dread.

Leaving everything at camp, stacked in a heap and covered with a tarpaulin, we packed six (6)
camels lightly with water-kegs, provisions, and absolute necessaries, the sick camels carrying nothing, and
got away at midnight, travelling for the most part on foot. Without any change in the character of the
country we moved slowly along until 540 a.m., when we reached a small patch of wattle-bush, the first
of this species seen for a considerable distance, and the best feed met with for the last one hunQred (100)
miles. We therefore camped, at 10 miles, to allow any camels that would do so to feed, before it became
too hot.

The sick camels all came along, and if I could now find good water and feed, their lives might yet
be saved.

I felt confident, when parting from my cousin on the 11th inst., of getting all through safely.
Now, since my own experience, I am in doubt as to his welfare and that of Mr. Jones.

Latitude at camnp, 20deg. 30min. 15sec. South.

Wednesday, Oct. 28.—We made an 1130 p.m. start. On the same bearing we got better travelling
at from three (3) to six (6) miles, with rubble rises and porcupine, wider flats with desert gums, Leichardt
trees, coarse acacia, and porcupine everywhere. In some of the flats there were a few small patches of
dry grass. “

At 5'30 a.m. we camped, at fourteen (14) miles, on low, broad-leaf wattle bush and a little inferior
herbage. The camels have all come along, so far.

Thursday, Oct. 29.—W aiting for the moon to rise last night, we managed to get away at 1 a.m.
The sandridges did not improve, but were broken in places, and the flats, towards the latter end
of the journey, were wider, though progress still continued to be slow owing to t}le density of the
porcupine and the coarse acacia scrub. We saw a little mallee and, at 8 a.m, having done fourteen
(14) miles camped on a flat of broad-leaf wattle and Leichardt trees, the leaves of which the camels eat,

i fairly green.
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broke his nose-line and lay down, delaying us, so finally ag to

‘di Mahdi) continuall
Riding camel (Mahdi) ua'ly les travelling. Two others went down several tipgg but
’ e

be abandoned. He managed three (3) mi
managed to get them along.

We are now within two (2) miles of the compute
hereabouts to indicate its position---no birds, such as galas,
shell parrots have been seen flying in various directions.

As soon as day broke we set alight to the flats as we travelled along, as a signal to my cousiy

should he be in the neighbourhood.

. i ing about due East f
Friday, Oct. 30.—At 10 am. yesterday I noticed a smoke bearing abou rom camp, |
th,’uking?itt r?light be from my cousin’s signals I gave Mr. Keartland instructions to kee  signals pgodi];g

dridge half a mile North of camp, and at once started off towards it, tafing 1o firearmg

high .
fml;;)({n(?nl;ghali"ag pint of cold tea in a small bottle. Firing the country as I procerded I noticed severa]

, apparently in the same neighbourhood, an.i then concluded that they must be from natives’
%:‘}ela(: SI{IO\}:ZTkeEPfor fogr (4) hours quite twe!ve (12) miles, and at 2 p.m. I fult I should not pe :ﬁige;)
get back if T went further. The heat was terrific, and the fires ¥ome miles in advance. Even if T reached
them I should find but the tracks of natives; these it would be necessary to run to water, whicl mogt,
probably would be some miles off again. I felt quite exhausted, with snarcely energy enough to make
the effort of returning. Retracing my steps as best I could I hardly remember how I got back to camy
Many times, at the semblance of a shade: I sank to the ground with asinging sensation in the ears, gOiné
off into a stupid doze only to jump up with a start and push on again. In the flats of denge porcupine
and coarse acacia scrub the atmosphere was like the heat from an oven. On ome occasion, when rising
from the ground I noticed my own boot tracks and found I was going tha wrong way. Pulling my shirt
hat, and compass off, I carried them rolled up under my arm and, on reaching the last high sandridge, at
7 p.m., I saw Mr. Keartland’s signal fire. Getting on top of the ridge at another spot I could see tle
camp fire and hear voices, but was unable, through w:eaknes--, to call for asgigtance.  After lying on top
of the ridge for some time I set alight to some porcupine to attract attention, and afterwards got Wifﬁlill
a quarter of a mile of the camp, where I was met by Mr. Krartland and Fail Amisr with relief. Poor
Bejah, who was not well and was resting when I #tarted, had attempted to follow me up,
but had returned very ill. I saw his tracks seven (7) mile# out a# [ was rturning. After almost
a whole night's travelling a twenty-four (24) miles walk in #uch a country and rlimate is sufficient to
kill a salamander.

We are in a most awful position, now, our camels dying fur want ol water, if which we have
about thirty-five (35) gallons left, and we about 125 milns from thi Fitzray River. T have talked our
position over with Mr. Keartland and Trainor, and they agres that it would be buttar to give two (2) of
the best camels a bucket of water apiece to assist them in carrying the kisgs, anil try to push through to
the river on a shorter allowance ourselves, rather than waste timw in further ssarrh for Joanna Spring
which may be ten (10) or twenty (20) miles on either side of us. Thers um no ramels fit to ride a mile
by day, and even if there were it would be impossible to gut them to travel wm ariount of the heat and
burning sand.

d latitude of Joanna Spring, but there ; .
pigeons, or finches, though Smslllsfilozﬁl:uf
0

Colonel Warburton, with reference to his exploration through this desert, mentions cool days at
the end of October and the beginning of November, whilst wer have lwen wesks without a change. He
also makes the following reference to his black-boy, who did a similar walk t4 ming in search of water, on
5th November, 1873 :— ’

“The lad (‘ C,harley’) had actually walked about twenty (20) milea afier all the fatigue of
thetpr(’avmus night’s travelling. He had run up a larg party of natives and gane to their
water.”

To show the difficulties to be contended with at this perind of the vear L te the followi
extracts from Colonel Warburton’s journal :— b o HRT  dnote Hlo RN

«“1873.

. “Oct. 1. Camp 93. Our great disadvantage liis in by ing unabls to make extensive search
in our front for want of camels, or to travel by day on account wf the h at, which utterly
prostrates them. When we move we cannot see; when wi stop wit i:anniit srarch.

“Oct 10. If the camels were equal to travelling in the d v mi hen there
would be the hope of water, but nothing can be seengat nilg;ht,ﬂy TRpumght ghtion, and Sigh e

“Oct. 22. The heat is now sv fierce that neither ) i ithout
an abundant supply of water. e nor our camig/Rgnlld live long witho

“Nov. 12. Camp 110. We find no appearance of change i y either we
3uppose ourselves more to the West_wqrd t.hP;I;l we are, or --l-g thl.n }11-12.41021;nttl:':3, Oa:l.ilovel‘ is lad
kown more to the Eastward than it is. The error is most prabably mine, as it is difficult to

eep the longitude quite correct after travelling so many months un a.'g--ucrzn'l Westerly course.”
Postponed starting until to-night.

Latitude at Camp, 20deg. 6min. 30sec. South.

Another camel is just dying, close by ; this is the third we have lost

Saturday, October 31 —Leaving a pair of empty | .
extract we started at 8'15 p.m., now without a mOOIE) ayniegsgw?ngfg 0£f£)2é%e§a%‘§§tﬂour —

The sand ridges are showing gaps and becomin

firmer.  Travelled about fifteen (15) miles and camped o S e g, Gl S

on poor feed as usual.
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The time now is a most anxious one for me; I cannot rest b da i ing i
. ‘ Hep y and feel th -
the dark very trying. Walking ahead, stumbling over bushes and po)ltcupine ea,ndecililngl}ll)gntmgeuuig kY
sand ridges when feeling weak is quite enough without mental worry. , 2’ 4

Sunday, Nev. 1.—Slightly altering our course and now bearing Nor
our nightly march at 6-45 p.m., and found the sand ridges more jumble%, in(:rg;sglf?igl.nlf};fﬁe :»;e axs(siurq:ﬁ
drift tops. Some of the flats were wide, but carried dense lumpy porcupine also Leichardt trees dW1 ]
ums, coarse acacia, and scrub of various kinds. Having no moon we experienced much difficult tl; ese}rl'
out the night, as we were unable to see the ascent or descent of the sand ridges travelling was ({an e
The camels were continually breaking their nose-lines and so impeding our progress g gerous.

Camped, at 2'15 am., having travelled fifteen (15) miles. Saw several smokes
far off. At the present time we have but a five day’s supply of water in the kegs, andba‘lilt gﬂa acgg?e:‘lznﬁz
very bad. Indeed I may have to abandon any one of them at any moment as we travel along at night
If we could only get out of these dreadful sand rollers there would be hope of getting along, but ot%er:
wise even water is of little value to us now. ’

Mnnday, Nov. 2.—Altering our course again to North 23deg. East, at 7 p-m. we were fairly under
way, travelling over the same dreadful country. Towards midnight we found the burnt flats well cleared
of the porcupine; this greatly assisted our progress.

Travelled sixteen (16) miles, camping at 2:30 a.m. on a little wattle-bush and some Leichardt
trees for the camels. Some of the camels began to feed in the early morning, which happened to be
unusually cool.

Latitude by “ Canopus ” 19deg. 30min. 17sec. South.

We are now within eighty (80) miles of the river, and should push through in four or five nights
if the camels will hold out. Our water supply is very short and the heat increases daily, to-day being
most trying. One cannot sleep after 7 a.m. owing to the heat and the small, yellow bees which crawl
over one’s face and arms and into one’s nose and ears. Ants are also very busy.

My eyes are painfully sore, and Mr. Keartland is troubled in the same way. I attribute this to
our restricted diet—tea without sugar or milk and damper, with occasionally a little meat extract mixed
in our tea.

Tuesday, Nov. 3.—On the same line we continued our weary plodding at 6:45 p.m. last evening,
after a wretchedly hot and trying day, followed by one even more unbearable, which has completely
prostrated us all. 'We crossed over a little gravel undulation and then again over sandridges which
continued up to 1 a.m., when, at fifteen (15) miles, I rode iny camel into a shallow, native well which I did
not see in the dark. Thinking we might find water by daylight I camped. There is a low sandstone
depression here and a few wattle bushes.

We dropped two (2) more camels as we came along, being unable to induce them to come any
further.

We were all astirat daybreak, but found nothing but several dry holes. Some pigeons and finches
visited us during the morning—an evidence that water is not far off, but in what direction and where ?
None of us can walk far now by day, and even if any one of us could go in search, water from our
scanty stock would be required for his use. For my own part, at present I cannot walk one hundred
yards in the heat without feeling exhausted.

Wednesday, Nov. 4 —Six p.m. again found us moving off, still over sandridges, some very abrupt,
but towards the latter end of the journey they became lower, and the flats wider. Lelghardt trees,
acacia scrub, and a few ant-hills occurred. I had great difficulty in keeping awake all night, and felt
very weak and ill; my throat, too, was horribly parched.

We camped at 230 a.m. on a wide porcupine flat with some Leichardt trees and dwarf
broad-leaf wattle-bush.

We travelled d uring the night 16 miles.

M . . . . . .ll
Looking Northward the ridges in the distance appear very low, and the flats much wider. A hi
with a small klglol) at its West end bears North 8deg. East, and is about five (5) miles distant. I hope
to get a more encouraging view to-morrow if our camels are allowed to carry us on another day.

Since leaving the latitude of Joanna Spring myself and Bejah have ridden thrqugh each night uu.till
2 a.m. without shirts or hats. We got many scratches on the body from the acacia scrub, which, with
the leaves burnt off, we could not see at night.

Thursday, Nov. 5.—With a 7 p.m. start and a great improvement in the travelling, we passed
outerops at eith{er ls\irge of us at four (4?) miles, and small hlillocks of sandstone amongst the sa,n(;'ld%{:s
throughout the night. The flats being wide and burnt a§51sted us grea,tlly, as did al=o a strox.lgt or ﬁ;;
West wind. We continued on until 430 a.mn., camping just at daylight ina large, swampy, teu- reef t
resembling a watercourse. It extends some distance to the Eastward and is half-a-mile wide. d']':‘(llle ee(:l
is very poor here. After lying down for two (2) hours I walked Northward: to tl}e ﬁra'thsan Il get 1a,u
was greeted with the sight of several conspicuous hills. A remarkable-looking 1,1111 wit ng:_zr(}en y l?
double top bears West-South-Westerly, but it is not shown on Mr. _\Alex. Forrest’s mzﬁ). o 'lgF 1 peat
with a flat-topped hill I take to be « Mount Tuckfield ” in the St. George Range oi:‘9 dr. ex. orfles.,
bearing North™ 78deg. East, whilst a hill I take to be “ Mount Fenton ” bears North 94 egl; East anbo li
distant about five (5) or six (6) miles. If this be correct I should pass, on my present elarmgia, ou
four (4) miles to the West of this hill instead of one (1) mile West as was my intention, w 11eln Sltqpfling
my course from Lake Way. That this is the hill there is but little doubt, and I feel thoroughly satisfie




dition, of a hill near Take Way, 1 shoulq },4,,

whilst ou the Elder Hxpe hundred (700) miles traverse.

- revious fixin A
that, frow my p & f my reckoning in a seven

been only three (3) miles out o

View showing Mt. Tuckfield in St. George Range and Mt. Fenton in foreground.
(From near Camp, Nov, 25th.)

We travelled for nine and a half (93) hours last night, and vevineid twinty-tw't (22) miles.

The camels are very bad, many of them making a p=uliar nwise in th* throat, and all of them
have their tails matted with a gluey, urinic matter. I managed, after =s=iing six (6) rorkatoos, to walk
two (2) miles up the flat in search of water, but found it as much as I @ruld do to gt back again, after a
fruitless search. We are about twenty-seven (27) milsx frism the river niw, and havi® not sufficient water
left to last out to-morrow. I have hope of clearing the dmsert viuntry sarly tr-nizht, and of getting
better travelling.

Friday, Nov. 6—1 detained the caravan last evening, before starting, whilk: ends avourir}g to
observe for latitude to ascertain our exact distance from the river, but was unable ta grt an altitude,
owing to the cloudy sky.

We got away at 7-15 p.m., slightly altering our courze ti giriks tae wiresl bend in the Fitzroy
River and are now bearing North 35deg. East. Wi crassed limmse wundridges and wide flats of acacia

scrub, tall tea-tree and samphire flats, and marshes. At four (4) milvs we elearid the last sandridge when
the cooler atmosphere was at once noticeable, and wii cauld smell the lang trapical grass, although it was
too dark to seeit. I noticed a species of eucalyptus resembling a bastard bluidwiiod, alsi the bauhinia or
bean-tree. The country was undulating, with patches of fair pusturs, but a great deal of porcupine,
through which we had to travel for almost a whole night.

Selecting a star about the required bearing I instructed Bujah tu wteer in that direction for an
hour and then call me for another bearing, while I rode in the rear and had a sl

'About midnight I again went in advance. At 3'30 am. a durk flew from thi dry grass, but it
was still too dark to see anything. At 4 a.m. I noticed soms dark-l siking tibjeits on our right, and

thought they were cattle; then we heard a bellow from a bullock, and | wuld then sée a mob stringing
slowly along, and feeling certain they must be coming from water, I vallpd to those in the rear of our
party.

We continued on, now following cattle-pads, and at 5 a.m. it bycams light, and on either side of
our course we saw lagoons abundantly supplied with water. Taking tha oni on our right, we camped on

its banks after ten (10) hours travelling, having taken the poor cumils over twenty-five (25) miles of
country. :

The camels have now had a bucket of water o 11 & : i bout
. ece 1 J : shepherding them a
half-a-mile to the Northward, on some bushes, piecejignd Saidgimeer iwzshaph g

The lagoon is a pleasant sight, and teems with wildfowl.

This evening we moved on for two-and-a-half (21 : iver ing
: . ! X 3) miles North, and crossed the river, camp
before dark on its North side. There is a little fair feéd 2l?ere for thg Icalmz‘ln.. b

After our experiences of the last two (2) ; C i 1 Great
. . months, the Fitzroy River was a pleasing sight. *
was our delight on secing such a hody of crystal-clear water in a wide (r:ha,nnel pof saugd and shingle
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haded with a fringe of magnificent paper-bark trees (Cajeput), gum-tre

:mpical vegetation. The river teems with fish and wildfowl Jofp mazn_g varieti?e:’ a{)x?(llullfﬁnb(i?c})s,og?l?;f Sﬁggi
come to water from the wel]-grasspd plains. This beautiful sheet of water aéfords a strikin conhgst t
the dreary five hun_dred (500) l'mles of wilderness, with its burning sands, scanty shade aﬁd reéa,ribuo
waters, threugh which we have just passed, the borders of which are but twenty (20) mile:s distgut -

My only anxiety now is for my cousin Charles and Mr. Jones.

Although unsuccessful in getting the whole of my equipment thr
Keartland and Jones’ collections and five (5) camels, now thit flkgow thshlllgltlgll‘le'
climate, I feel that we did well to get through at all; and had the start from Adelaide been in Februar
or March, as I w1she(_1,_ mste?,d of May, I believe we could have brought all through safely; and evei
under prevailing conditions, 1f we had found feed for our patient anmimals we should not l{a,ve suffered

such reverses. I ha\_'e always held and expressed the opinion that February would be the most suitable
month to leave Adelaide on such an undertaking.

and losing Messrs.
of the country and

Saturday, Nov. 7.—The feed is pretty good here,and the camels are now allowed to drink as they
please. They are very wealk ; two are very bad indeed. This morning I walked North-Westerly, getting
clear of the river flats in about three (3) miles, where I reached some low ironstone rises and knobs, at
foot of which is a nice lagoon of water with numerous wild-fowl. “Mount Tuckfield ” is conspicuous to
the South-East, “ Mount James” to the South-West, and ‘“ Mount Abbott” to the. North-West.

Mr. Keartland shot a kangaroo—a peculiar species which has a nail, resembling a toe-nail, at the
end of its tail.

Sunday, Nov. 8—Packing the camels we started for the lagoon seen by me yesterday. The flats
of flooded ground were hard and uneven, and we had difficulty in getting the weaker camels along. After
going half-a-mile one of the camels lay down; after repeated efforts we got him on his legs again, but
only for a few minutes, so were compelled to leave him for a while. I noticed that several of them, since
drinking water, have some affection of the loins. Probably the kidneys are affected; they eat little and
do not chew the cud.

On account of the state of the camels, we camped on reaching the lagoon. During the evening
Bejah returned, bringing in the sick one.

We saw here native companions, cranes, ibis, ducks, spoonbills, turkeys, pelicans, waders,and other
water-birds. I managed to bag another kangaroo as we came along, this morning.

Monday, Nov. 9.—Leaving the lagoon at 7 a.m., we travelled North for one (1) mile to a creek,
and crossing this we struck the track leading from Derby to the Crossing. It was quite a treat to find a
road after so much rough, cross-country travelling. We managed to get all the camels along for ten (10)
miles to another large, deep lagoon on the side of the road, which is practically permanent. Here we
found the mail contractor (Mr. Flinders), camping during the heat of the day. He was on his way to
the Telegraph Station beyond the Crossing. I scribbled a telegraph message on to the President of the
South Australian Branch of the Royal Geographical Society (Mr. Simpson Newland), informing him of
my arrival on the Fitzroy River, and intimating my intention of telegraphing detail through Mr. A. T.
Magarey (agent for Mr. Calvert) in a few days. I also sent a message to Mr. Scott, in charge of the
Fitzroy Telegraph Station, asking him to send me word by natives whether my cousin and Mr. Jones had
arrived there, or, if not, any news he might have of them or their whereabouts.

Tuesday, Nov. 10.-- Leaving camp at 6 a.m. we left the main track, taking one to the right which
leads to Noonkanbah Station on the banks of the river, which we reached at four (4) miles. Mr. Judd,
who was in charge, received us kindly. We were unable to get any rations here. Owing to the heat and
the weak state of the camels I purpose resuming travel to-night.

Wednesday. Nov. 11.—We left Noonkanbah at 7 p.m.; following a faint track_by moonlight for
six (6) miles, again cut the main track, which we followed four (4) miles, reaching Poison Camp Wat'er-
hole in a billabong along the side of the road. We managed to get the camels along fairly well, Bejah
walking Lehind led the worst two.

Should my cousin not be in the Fitaroy or at the Telegraph Station he may have found Joanna
Spring, and in that case would camp there for a week or ten days aw§utmg our arrival. I tolgl him, if
successful in finding water there, not, in any case, to stay longer than I}ls provisions would permit, but to
continue on to the Fitzroy, as we might not find the Spring, or something else might happen to prevent us
turning up.

Thursday, Nov. 12.—Left Poison Camp at 6 p.m, following the track. There were hundreds
of whistling ducks feeding out on the dry grass flats.

We reached Quanbun at 2 am. Mr. Rose, one of the proprietors, was up to wmeet us, and
showed us a camping-place where we turned in until 8 a.m. '

This morning I plotted my traverse from Lake Way to Joanna Spring latitude, and began a full
report of proceedings to Mr. A. T. Magarey, which I finished after tea. . .

Mr. Rose has kindly volunteered to send a black-boy on horseback to the Fitzroy Telegraph Station
to catch the mail, which is waiting for me until the 14th inst., and goes back to Derby by ajnother route.

I am glad of the chance of rest, and indeed it would be as much as I could accomplish to get there
n time to send my report by mail.

Friday, Nov. 13.—1 sent my report by Mr. Rose’s boy this morning, and a short telegraph message

to Mr. Magarey. One of the camels is still very ill, and does not chew the cud—a bad sign after so long.
The other s%ck gne is improving, but none of them are doing very well, the feed being poor, the herbage
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all dry, and top feed scarce. No rain has fallen here since March last, and the season is considereq abad

one. . ' |
Saturday, Nov 14.—The worst of the sick camels died this morning; he has had everything
possible done for him by Bejah, but was too far gone to recover.

) ) n ¢ journey for the Telegraph Station, so that I can telegraph
M .To-n%ghtn:v b_.%;lgtbson}?:;epeotllllmjed Wit{l letters and telegrams, anc} I regret to learn that nolli di]frs'
fagm(z{)ilsin.ag:e to hand, also that telegrams have been despatched to Perth and elsewhere
2hemf§ct that two (2) of 1;1y party have been lost. I feel annoyed that this should have bee

will, perhaps, create unnecessary alarm.

Sunday, Nov. 15.-—At 9 p.m. last evening a native messenger arrived from the Telegl‘aph Station

) i he non-arrival of our friends, and also a pes
ams from Mr. Magarey concerning t ¢ L sage of
ggﬁgrzi\lﬁtﬂoﬂﬁ and sympathy in one from Sir John Forrest, Premier of Western Australia.

in’s absence most acutely, and cannot think 'what has happened, unless he has founq
water itfe;)erl ge}z’trc O.‘Ils;:xlma Spring, and spelled some time. It 1s alsf) probable that they may be on the
Southern side of the river; the flats are severa:l m}leq wide, and numex.oqucreekT and .b1llabongs exist all
along its course. The road on the Northern 51dells, in places, som# miles from the main channe], At the
present time I feel I can do nothing towards finding them. These camels are almost useless now for day-
travelling in the desert, and even if I had strong ones little could be done at this time of the year,
especially beyond a distance of eighty (80) miles out from here, except at night, and then we could e
nothing.

Mr. Magarey telegraphs to take water back along my track. Bejah s of opimop that one of thege
animals could carry full kegs, and another half-full kegs of water by. night-travelling, but doubts if,
without water and feed, they will do four days, viz. :—two out from the river and two back. I believe we
can find feed twenty (20) miles out from the river on the grass country, and could go further from there,

I am starting Mr. Keartland, with Trainor and Said Ameer, for the Telegraph Station with the
worst five (5) of the camels, and instructions to find feed for thum and to riply as well as possible to
telegraph messages from Adelaide.

announciug
n dOlle’ as it

This morning I left Quanbun with Bejah and Said, taking #ix () of the best camels and a
fortnight’s rations. We travelled back along the track for threw (3) hours, when it beiame too hot to
proceed further till evening, when we reached Poison Camp, having travelled twenty (20) miles.

Monday, Nov. 16.—Reached Noonkanbah at 10am. W= list the iwmils go on the river bank
until 3 p.m., then crossed the river, and followed along the flats for seven (7) miles, camping on a large
water hole in a billabong, where there were some beautiful flowering water-liliva. Wi found a patch of
fair camel-feed here.

A hut (“ Kallaida ”) lies to the South-East, about onst and a half (1)) milis distant ; and a few
miles beyond is the St. George Range, which appsars viry roiky and rough.

Tuesday, Nov. 17.—Having filled our kegs, we travatled W.R. W, fu wy halting-place of the 6th
inst., and thence along our incoming route, losing time in sndeavouring to run the old tracks. This we
found most difficult, owing to the long grass, hard clayny nature of the soil, and recent slight thunder-
storms which have occurred for the past six (6) weeks In various dirertions. At & p-m. I found a small
pool of water, which T must have passed close by on ths morning of thu 6th inst., as it was too dark at
that time to see anything. Camped here, having travellsd about ten (10) milex.  Owing to the uneven
nature of the country and the loads of water the camels can only travel at a snail's pace.

Wednesday, Nov. 18.—Following as near as possible thit incoming route ws waw our old tracks
several times in the porcupine.

Camped at 2 p.m. on some fair bushes for the camels, which wers completely done up, being weak
and only able, with their heavy loads, to travel slowly over tha porcupine.

Thm.-sda‘y, No.v. 19. —Getting away very warly we raoached the sdgzie of the sandridges or desert
proper at nine (9) miles, and centinued on uniil 1.20 p.m,, evintually finding my camping-place of the
Sth inst., which we first passed by, losing nearly two (2) hours in lookiug for the tracks, until I found 2
spot where we had crossed a sandridge. There would be little hance of finding the water here even if
we left some, so, as the camels were completely done and totally unfit to travel further back over the
Zzﬁgglggﬁsbg t(iz?gxisg to return to our camping-place of the 5th inst.—a spot at the Wastern end of a
: Travelled fifteen (15) miles, and let the camels lie unde
tgagL-Snundl?r th]e kegs to protect them from white ants, and shaded them from the rays of the sun with

Tee boug 1s We put a pole between the kegs, to which we tied some ])I'UViSions,. leaving a note for
vy coustn n case he should ever reach the spot. The track is so obliterated by drift sand and thunder-

storms that it is almost certain they could i
3 . : Al not follow it. I raid thy ingi is water buck Was
only interfering with the recovery of the best of the c:;meln. B

At .5 P-m., having got rid of the water, we travelled on the return journcy five miles, to a patch of
e coming out, as there wus not a bite where the water was left.

Friday, Nov. 20.—Starting early we travel
to the lagoon where I previously halted on the m

Travelled in all eighteen (18) miles.

r some shade until the evening.  We placed

feed se

led until noon, then, resting, went on during the evening
orning of the 6th inst.
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Saturday, Nov. 21.—Travelled to Noonkanbah Station, 12 miles,
e Fitzroy Police Camp, who informed me of his unsuccessful examinatio
side of the River.

Hearing of a native who is reported to know the country to the Southward (‘“ Pinndann ”

X . . . country)
. considerable distance, I a.u‘angeq to camp here to-night and accompan Ty - -
fl(l)iex?ds trying to reach Joanna Spring with horses and natives to aid in the seﬁ,.cf;_ rooper Pilmer, who

Her.e I met Trooper Pilmer, of
n, with trackers, of the Southern

Sunday, Nov. 22 —Awaiting the arrival of the native, who is at present engaged somewhere on
this run. . . .
Instructed Bejah, with Said Ameer, to travel slowl

d return to the Telegraph Station y with the eamels, camping on the best feed for
them, and T :

Monday, Nov. 23.-—The native arrived at 1 pm. With four (4) picked horses from the police
mob, and the native, we started during the afternoon, and crossing the river travelled thirteen (13) miles
to my camping place of the 17th inst.

Tuesday, Nov. 24—We started at 540 a.m. and found that the native was unable to discover my old
tracks. He took us to a Spring, *“ Kammamarra,” (Pilmer Spring) which we reached at fifteen (15)
miles. It is about oneand a half (1}) miles East of my route of the night of Nov. 5th, and is a
permanent water in limestone rock, on a slight elevation of very dark soil, clothed with = perfect mat of
soft, spl‘iugy grass.

We rested here until the cool of the evening, and then travelled South-Easterly to a soakage well
lere we found fresh tracks of natives but little water. Unable to get a drink for the horses the nativé
then spoke of another to the North-North-West which we reached at two (2) miles. It is in a belt of
dense wattle and tea-tree, with a samphire marsh on its Western side. It resembles * Kammamarra,”
and is called by the native “ Kullajoda ” (Nicholson Spring). The water is slightly brackish, charged
with soda and about six (6) feet from the surface, with nodular limestone in the holes at bottom.

Travelled for day twenty-one (%1) miles.

. The native states that he does not know the country South of this, but the country East and
North-East is his country.

Wednesday, Nov. 25.-—Returning to the soakage well seen last evening, which is about due West
of Mt. Fenton distant about one and a half (1) miles we picked up the tracks of natives and followed
them. Bearing South-Easterly for four (4) miles we found their camp of last night at a spot where
there was no water. The fire was still burning, and in the distance, up a flat between sandridges, we saw
a lubra and child and gave chase, suddenly losing sight of them however.

Having passed the spot where they were last seen we returned, the boy then running their tracks
and finding them in a clump of porcupine completely hidden from view by loose tussocks, which the old
lady had pulled up and pushed over her back. She was almost blind, so the trooper decided to take the
child, who was only about nine (9) years of age. She walked in advance of us in a South-Westerly direc-
tion for four (4) miles to a poor soakage well without supply for our horses. The boy could understand
her, and said she belonged to his tribe and did not know the country any further South. However, still
keeping her prisoner, we travelled West-North-West to a well called “ Karraga” where Trooper Pilmer
had arrested a number of natives, last year, for cattle-killing, reaching it at four (4) miles.

Camping at this spot we commenced to dig the well out with a native “ coolamin ”’ and a bucket
It was a trying job in the heat, and Trooper Pilmer and the boy did most of the work, as T was too weak
to keep at it long. The water was reached at twelve (12) feet, but owing to the drift which came up
from the bottom with the water we were unable, although we worked till dark, to get more than half a
bucket for each horse. We had no implements with which to cope with the drift, otherwise I believe we
should have got a good supply, as I am of the opinion this is a spring covered up by the sandridges.

Travelled for day about sixteen (16) miles.

. Thursday, Nov. 26.—We got about a bucket of water apiece for the horses, this morning, and
lettmg the native child go, we left “ Karraga” travelling due South for a smoke seen last evening. At
five (5) miles, from a low, stony ridge, a conspicuous pyramid hill was visible to the East-South-East
about four (4) miles distant. Continuing on through dense porcupine and scrub of coarse acacia we
found it difficult work for the horses; the going was very loose for them, and they became greatly
distressed. At nine (9) miles we found some shallow, dry clay-pans, and a quarter of a mile Eastward,
a small, native catchment, holding in all only about fifty (50) gallons of dirty water. We camped here
till noon. One of the horses rolled in the hole” and made the water very thick. Although we tried
boiling it and mixing ashes with it we were unable to clear it. From here smokes were visible to the
South-South-West, and a conspicuous bluff point or headland (Scott Headland) of some table hills lies
to the South-West. Travelling to the latter we reached the highest point, where we climbed to the
swnmit and could see that the smokes were a considerable distance off—fully fifteen (15) miles from the
bluff. Mr. Pilmer thought it would be too risky to attempt finding a water in that direction, the horses
being in low condition and about done up. I was of the opinion, when we left the river, that without the
assistance of natives to show us water in easy stages we should not get ver{ far. In such country, and
under such climatic conditions it is sufficient for an animal to travel direct from water to water,
without having to go miles in search of a drink. We returned to the clay-pan where there is enough
water, or rather clay and water, to last the horses and ourselves to-night and to-morrow morning.

BFriday, Nov. 27.—Trooper Pilmer has decided that his horses are not fit to ride in further search
of water, and intends to retreat to the river.
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Travelled direct to “Kullajoda” Spring, which we reached at fifteen (15) mileg, T

horses knocked up before we got clear of the sand ridges. WO of th,
‘We_ experienced a thunderstorm, and about fifteen (15) points of rain fell, giving us

for the night. I brought no rug, sharing one with the Trooper, s0 we had a steamy night, 2 wet gy

Saturday, Nov. 28.—Pursuing a course of North 37deg. East, we travelled direct for .
Cattle Station, reaching same at twenty-two (22) m_1les. We found Mr. Mills, who was in II](a‘Halda
the hut, and he received us very kindly. Trooper Nicholson and black-trackers also aived dc arge at
evening from an inspection down the river. uring the

Mr. John Collins, of the Oscar Range Station, was camped about two miles from }
came over to see me. He informed me that he had been in the district since 1882 andl:?l'e’ and
experience October and November were the hottest and most trying months for stock. In Dmm hig
thunderstorms frequently occur, and the rainy season generally sets in about the end of the - ecembyey

Sunday, Nov. 29.—As the horses were knogked up we were unable to travel
Noonkanbah to-day, which we reached at nine (9) miles.

Monday, Nov. 30.—Travelled, en route for the Crossing, to “Seven-mile Billabong,”
(17) miles. :

A thunderstorm occurred at 8 p.m. and lasted over an hour, but not much rain fell. W
miserable night, having but one rug between us, the steam from which was more than 1 couled Sant a
after 3 a.m., so I turned out and lit a fire. tolerate

flll'thel- th an

seventeey

Tuesday, Dec. 1.—Travelled to Quanbun Station, seven (7) miles, and thence to

the river, twelve (12) miles further, making (19) miles for the day. & Waterhole in

Wednesday, Dec. 2.—Travelled to Crossing, ten (10) miles, and thence to Telegraph ;
(8) miles, which we reached at 1 p.m. graph Station,

Telegraphed result of search to Mr. A, T. Magarey. Mr. Keartland informed
Buchanan’s arrival from Kimberley for the purpose of further siearch. Sent mrzgsen;lgr OfftM.r' u
Buchanan informing him of my return. i

eight

Mr. Buchanan arrived from Gogo Cattle Station during the afternoon.

Thursday, Dec. 3.—Received telegraphic message from Mr. Magarey intimating a wish that I
should join Mr. Buchanan. As requested I waited for further messages from Mr. Magarey whilst Mr
Buchanan returned to Gogo to prepare for a start. ’ '
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SEARCH EXPEDITION.

MEMBERS :

Messrs. N. Buchanan and L. A. Wells.
George (native).
Bejah (Afghan).

EqQuipMENT :

Eight Camels.
Two pairs of Water Kegs.

1896.

Friday, Dec. 4-—Left Telegraph Station near crossing on Upper Fitzroy River, and travelled to
“Gogo” Cattle Station to rejoin Mr. Buchanan. Travelled seven (7) miles.

Saturday, Dec. 5.—Inspected camels, selecting four (4) of the fittest of my animals, which are not
much improved yet, as there 1s no herbage here and the feed is inferior.

Preparing for a start to-morrow. Mr. Livingstone, manager of this run, has been most kind to
my men during their stay here, for the purpose of spelling the camels, whilst I was absent.

Instructed Trainor and Said Ameer to return with the seven (7) remaining camels to Mr.
Keartland, who 1s at the Telegraph Station, and whom I have empowered to act during my absence.

Sunday, Dec. 6.—Leaving “ Gogo” at 11:30 a.m., we travelled to the crossing, which we reached at
three (3) miles. Here we found the river in flood. Heavy thunderstorms, no doubt, have taken place in
the King Leopold Ranges, as it was running at the rate of six (6) miles an hour. We spent some
time attempting to cross. I got my riding camel into five (5) feet of water, and he refused to go another
yard, the current being too strong. Mr. Buchanan then sent his black boy in with a pole to some teatree
i the channel, and he found deep water there, just beyond where I attempted to force my camel.
Finding thut the water was falling, Mr. Buchanan thought 1t advisable to camp on the banks of the river
until morning, in the hope that it may be possible to cross to-morrow, .as the river rises and falls very
quickly.

Monday, Dec. 7—The water having fallen but one (1) foot during the night, we decided not to
wait longer, but to follow along the South side as best we could. Owing to a big sweep of the channel
to Southward, and numerous creeks and billabongs, the distance is further, and the progress more
difficult, than following the track on the Northern side.

Camped at twenty (20) miles, after a halt of two (2) hours during the middle of the day.

Tuesday, Dec. 8.—Followed along flats adjacent to the Fitzroy, halting for three (3) hours during
the middle of the day, and camping at twenty-four (24) miles. We experienced some difficulty with the
camels belonging to me, as they are still weak. Mr. Buchanan’s riding camels, on the other hand, are fresh.

 Wednesday, Dec. 9.—Travelled to crossing opposite “Noonkanbah Station,” camping at 19
miles. The camels, owing to the heat, gave more trouble to-day, and we find it will be impossible for the
future, during the hottest days, to travel them after 10 a.m.

Thursday, Dec. 10.—We walked across the stream here tothe station, and although the water
was but four (4) feet deep, the current was strong. .

. The mail arrived shortly after we crossed, and my correspondence, the first I have received since
}Ei}vlng the South, included Ietters from Mr. A.T. Magarey, agent for Mr. Calvert; also letters from
riends.

Sent on to Mr. Keartland mail-bag containing letters for other members of the Expedition.

.. Iriday, Dec. 11.—Travelled to “Kallaida” Cattle Station, eleven (11) miles. Camped with Mr.
Mills, from whom we obtained a few supplies.
. Satwrday, Dec. 1 2.—Starting for “ Kullajoda” Spring, near Mt. Fenton, we travelled twelve (12)
miles, camping at 11'40 a.m., when it became very hot, and quite unfit for the camels to travel.
Sunday, Dec. 1 3.—Continuing our journey at 6:20 a.m., we travelled to the spring, reaching it at
ten (10) miles.
N, e, T 'ing,” about two
. Made a well to fill water kegs and sent the camels to water at Kammamarra Spring,” a ‘
(2) miles distant, the sup;lr; here %eiug limited, as we have not opened up the spring to a greater depth.

thunderstorm last evening, about one-third of an inch

Monday, Dec. 14.—We experienced a heavy We were compelled to

of rain falling. Tt is still showery this morning, and the ground is slippery.
€epen the well to get sufticient water for our kegs.
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Tuesday, Dec. 15.—Another heavy thunderstorm this morning, and three‘qlla»rters @) of i
of rain fell, delaying our start until 740 a.m. on for fourteen (14) milks, we reached ¢
ing i i n for fourteen , We reache
found 1;1:, rag;lsléilfgaﬁldarﬁggft)t;Sr?ﬁi‘éxzzt (31111;)81?3: The camels felt the heat from th: € smal] g,
during the last three miles. ' '
The rain had extended thus far, filling the small native catchment, whic, however
a few days, on account of the intense heat.

. . : 189deg. East. It is, apparently, 41,
We noted, this afternoon, a smoke bearlug North g. E 7, about tp,
locality ase (ill?e eseen whilst myself and Trooper Pilmer were here with horses. € Same

sand very Much

» W.lu last Only

. 16 —Getting a start at 540 a.m., and travelling in the directjon of th,
seen vez;fgziilagé ?)g,css;g a dome-sghaped hill at two (2) wiles, about fifty (50) feet high‘z :;%1;?
remarkable feature of sandstone formation—and at four (4) miles a bluff point on oyr left. Thig ;g -
of a range of broken sandstone, flat on top. ' .
At thirteen (13) miles we saw some recent footprints of three (3) natives. Camped a litge Surther
in advance at 3-30 a.m., the heat being too severe to admit of proceeding further to-day.

About 4 pm. Mr. Buchanan’s native boy, George, saw two (2) dingoes (native dogs) on the |y,
sandridge crossed. Going with him, along our camel pad, to the other side of the ridge, we found the
tracks of two (2) natives, who had followed our pad. They had crawled on hands and feet almost to th,
summit of the ridge and, evidently seeing us, had bolted off into some coarse .acacla scrub. W tracked
them for some distance, finding some green leaves they had dropped from their girdles ag they ran,

Returning to camp, arranged with Mr. Buchanan to run the tracks to-morrow, in the hope of
finding good water for us to fall back on in case of need.

Thursday, Dec. 17.—At 540 a.m., having packed the camels, commenced running the tracks of the
two (2) natives. Generally bearing South-Easterly, and after travelling about one and-a-half (11) miles,
we found their deserted camp, and a rock-hole containing suflicient water to enable us to give the camels 5
a small drink apiece. Finding a considerable quantity of sand or silt in the hole, we decided to Jet the
camels go on a little feed around the spot, and to dig the rock-hole out._ Smklug about seven (7) feet, we
found a rock bottom twelve (12) feet from the surface. When full, this hole will hold L600 gallons of
water. It is in hard sandstone, the surface of the rock only being visible in the flat, which is between
low sandridges. Its position is latitude South 19deg. 8min. (approximate) and East longitude 124deg.
26min. (approximate).

To-day is oppressively hot.

Just after sunset the native boy, *“ George,” noticed a native making slowly towards the well, under
cover of some bushes in the flat. He was evidently endeavouring to reach the rock-hole without our
knowledge. George induced him to stay whilst I went and met him. He appeared exhausted and
suffering from thirst, having evidently come some distance, expecting to find his friends here, but, seeing
us, was afraid to come to the water. Unable to endure further trav: lling, he had waited until dusk, in
hope of getting a drink unperceived. Taking him to the rock-hole I showed him that it was empty. At
camp he drank a very considerable quantity of water from the kegs; we also fed him. George did not
understand a word of his language, but knowing that the word * Napa” meant water, I ascertained that
he could take us to the South-West from here. Mr. Buchanan was anxious to handcutf him and chain
him up, in case he should bolt during the night, but I was afraid that if we did so he would tell the next

natives we came in contact with, and perhaps scare themn away, so interfering with our chance of getting
information from the tribe further South,

Friday, Dec. 18.—The native slept close by me last, night, and seemed pleased at the prospect of
accompanying us.

Leaving the rock-hole (“ Tallingurr ) at 6 a.m., the native, now acting as guide, we travelled ona
general bearing of North 252deg. East for ten (10) milvs, reaching a soakage well, in drift sand, fifteen
(15) feet deep, with but little water m the bottom. Thy shaft is small, running to almest nothing at the
bottom. Even if there is a supply here it would take two (2) days’ hard work to make the well
serviceable. ’

Camped under a Leichardt tree close by, at 10-30 a.in.

: The sun is now almost overpowering, and
the camels, directly they are let loose, try to find shade, for whi

ch they fight. .

Tl_le native points in a Southerly direction, and says there is another water called ‘“ Ngowallarra’
not far dlstaut., and one closer still called Dillawuddi.” “This well he calls “"Tanndulla,” the approximate
latitude of which is 19deg. 10min. 30sec, South, and East longitude, 124deg. 15min.

' There is nothing here for the camels except a few Leichardt trevs, the leaves of which they will eat
if very hungry. J

Satuwrday, Dec. 19.—The camels were in line at ¢ : i inti bearing of

. ¥ a.m., our guide first pointing on a bearing
North 160deg, East, and, afterwards North 202deg. East for fo{n‘ (2‘4)1 neliles t(I)) a roc%c-hole, which e
found dry. This, he informed us, wag Dillawuddi” He then altered his course to North 160deg.

E&Sty al}d at seven (7) miles on this bearing he gave me a sign to keep quiet. We were then a quarter IOf
who were making prouress as best they could over the

i i : ly lying down, owing to the heat. Crossing a rather high
sandridge, we surprised a, native boy about fifteen (15) years of agg. he was alone and asleep in a wurley

almost on the highest point of the sandrid ith hi ; jes of
3 ge. He had with him some ( ups—the only species
dog these desert natives possess. Undoubted]y the boy was at 1thisS(Zimee isl(l)ll%,(;e}]) fIr)om his friends or tribe

for reason of one of their tribal customs. Seg; : afraid,
. - eing the other fel] app d not the least
and was highly amused at the camels and oyr &ipeara,uce hf gZ‘l’lVe‘;V;tl'h us, he appeare
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s water, ¢ Ngowallarra,” is appavently a strong soakage or a s
gg;th side of the sandridge. There are some tall, broad-leaved
which grow at “ Kammamarra}” and “ Kullajoda
0 B this  Welcome Water.” As the well was in drift sand, we were unable ig i ;
ﬁ,‘ﬁeg‘lobl; £ it without the loss: of another day, so we baled out the water with a c;ﬁa%;gggtozl:: ?tnga,;la];eta
o0 Sle and managed to obtain three (3) buckets apiece for the camels by midnight.  Found ver eli?tlg
i for the camels, except some creeping weeds growing around the well, which we gathexyed and
gave them. . . .
§ 1 make the latitude of this water 19deg. 13min. 26sec. S, and longitude 124deg. 15min. E

pring in a small natural depression
wattle trees growing here, similar

on the ]
Springs, as before described. I have

to numbers

Sunday, Dec. 20.—Made our start again at 6 o’clock, taking with us both i i
genel‘ally North 160deg. Eajst. The weather was exce':qsively tryinggfmm quite early ﬁgﬁig?iidbﬁi?g
B chanan’s cawmels tlquw himself downz fully a d,c,)zen times. After crossing a rather wide, cork-bark flat
we reached another native well called “ Waddru” (Escape Well), at twelve (12) miles. Little or no feed’
here. .

During the afternoon Bejah and self dug out the well, which is twelve (12) feet deep, wi
ope side and & drift sand bottom. We found it most exhausting work at this ‘Eimq)a of day, Ii);hgl}gga?ﬁ,igg
nost unbearable, and we only secured two _(2) buckets of dirty water, the dvift sand being unworkable
githout timber, of Which there was none suitable in the vicinity. It would take two (2) days to obtain
sufficient water for camels and kegs, although I believe there is a good supply at bottom.

I make the latitude of this place 19deg. 8lmin. 5sec. South and approximate longitude, 124deg.
19min. East.

Monday, Dec. 21.---Mr. Buchanan’s camels made off during the night, and, as they were not brought
back until 9 a.m., when it was too hot to attempt travelling, we were obliged to postpone our start for
another water spoken of by the natives, until evening. I took the elder of the two (2) natives to point
ont from here the direction of other waters. He points for two (2) waters, called “ Kunnditch” and
«Punana,” about South-BEast, and North 220deg. East for another called ““ Kullga-ngunn-ngunn”’ or
“Kullgana,” but 1 could not ascertain the probable distances, being, as yet, unable to make myself
understood by him. Before noon I saw the elder of the natives walk from camp towards some bushes,
and as he appeared to be hunting for lizards among the porcupine, I did not pay much heed to his doings.
The younger boy, shortly afterwards, also walked leisurely out of camp in the same direction, and then,
noticing that the other was nowhere in sight, I walked after him and found that his mate had decamped.
I'was, fortunately, just in time, and, getting up to him by pretext, I took possession of him and brought
him back to camp. Mr. Buchanan was very anxious to chain him up at once, which we did, securing him
by the leg to a came]-saddle. Unless we have with us a native acquainted with the country, who can take
us to waters, we are, at this time of year, almost powerless. Water for the camels is now absolutely
necessary every two (2) or three (3) days, more especially with the scanty and dry feed to be found in
such wretched country.

At 620 p.m. we started on a bearing of North 220deg. East, the native being chained and riding
with Bejah on his camel. Travelled about five (5) miles, when the boy said the water was close on our
left. Accordingly turned down a flat for a few chains and came to two (2) large circular holes about
thirty (30) feet in diameter, with water only a few inches down in the sand at the bottom. At one of
these a few rushes were growing, and at, and in, the other some more of the tall broad-leaved wattle trees.
The holes are but a few paces apart. As it was too dark to do anything until morning, we camped at
I pm. The native name of this water is *“ Kullga-ngunn-ngunn.” #

Tuesday, Dec. 22.—Early this morning, when the camels were brought to camp, we found that two
(2) of mine were poisoned, the symptons being similar to those affecting t‘he two (2) that were poisoned
near Take Augusta. Mixing seven (7) packets of Epsom salts for each animal, we drenched them. One
of them was apparently too far gone, as, although the salts had effect, he died in great agony at noon.
The other is able to rise, but it is effected in the hind quarters, and will be unable to travel for a day or
two. This is a most serious loss, as we can ill-afford it. For the last week all the animals have been,
necessarily, lightly packed, owing to the heat and the nature of the country.

. The water here is situated on the North-West side of a high point of_sa,ndridge, on which is grow-
ing a small young Leichardt tree. There are several large specimens of this tree to the South-West of
the water, a' few chains distance, and beyond a low sandridge. The foliage of these trees is the best that
[have seen in the desert; probably their roots find their way to the water. o
This is a ver d . in one hole it appears quite fresh, whilst in the other only s ightly
brackish, The supbl,)lgyoseen‘:: tsgr’y lgl;c?d, but diﬁiculi{) to ggt at, owing to the drift sand. 'The natives
appear to have used these wells for very many years. The sand has been removed from time to tm;e,
leaving these two large holes thirty (30) feet across at the top, but sloping down to a few feet ailttd he

om, which is about ten (10) feet from the surface. ~Having scooped out the bottom, we soon 3 'ta
8904 pool of water, and, after giving the camels all they could drink and filling our kegs, 1t maintained its
original level.

The native poin . East for a wat .
280deg. East for I;‘Eott}felf()v§%130h23}?élecins < Nanntho,” and which is, he says, not fa,l,‘ distant. To the
Southwarg, however, he points in several directions, and repeats the word * szn;ar; -
The nati < camp to-day with a handcuff, to which 1s attach
Ebout, hree (%t;;z;aszli%gea}:fgzd ftfsflzljda;rl;?lit(ltﬁ?s leg.P Just ){)efore dark he made a pretext for goll}]lg
out of @mp, and when: Ltoldifim kot ot goover a sandridge, he stooped quickly and picking up 3
end of the chain made abolt forit. Being half-way up the ridge before I started in pursuit he had a goo

er called “ Yernich ” or “ Yerniakka,” and North

» « Disaster Water.”

B
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and seemed to be in no way inconvenienced by the chain. Finding myself about done w;
Zgivl?ilitggﬁi)on him, I was just giving'{lp the chase as hope;lﬁss when ElL]d'ealdb 1%11811’ catehing themct}lllaiu
brought him to the ground with considerable force, and Ih ?aptun’a( : um before h’e; could get Anlothe,
start. Taking him back to camp, he first threw himself on Buc laﬁlﬂln s >0y,ft Georg‘e,. and then ly, "
Bejah, being evidently of opinion that his last hour had come. owever, after chaining him up we r
prised him by giving him his supper.

Wednesday, Dec. 23 —VYesterday we kept the cgm}els in an opposite direction to that in
two were poisoned, but this morning one of Buchanan’s is also affected, and we are therefore ¢o
stay here to-day.

Moved camp to the Leichardt trees Southward of the well, where we drenched the camel,and giq Al
possible to effect a recovery. .

6 p.m.—Buchanan’s camel has been in great agony all day, and the salts have had
neither has an injection of hot water and soap. My own camel is slowly recovering.

Thursday, Dec. 24.—About a quarter of an inch fell during the night, and early this mornin,
weather was cool, and it was windy. Mr. Buchanan’s camel died at 4 p.m. to-day. When the
ceased breathing the native said to me “ Purrunng,” meaning, I suppose, that it was dead.

which the
wpelled

no effect

g the
ﬂ.nima]

Friday, Dec. 25.—Leaving two (2) pack _saddles and. one pair of water kegs here, we departed
from this unfortunate spot at 7 a.m., with our six (6) remaming camels, twenty (20) gallons of Water,
and as light equipment as possible. Travelled on a bearing of Nortp 220deg. East for the water pointed
out by the native. Crossed innumerable sandridges, some very high, and the usual desola,te-looking
country until 1015 a.m., when it became too hot to travel further. We camped on a flat of Leichardt
grees, partly destroyed by fire.

Distance travelled seven (7) miles.
Amongst these desert sands the heat is almost unbearable by day at this time of the year.

The native boy, chained by the arm and tied to my riding camel, tried to alter our course very

considerably after we had travelled five (5) miles. He now points North-Easterly for the water called
“Yerniakka.”

Saturday, Dec. 26.—We were delayed this morning by a thunderstorm, but very little rain fell
Getting a start at 8 a.m., now bearing North 230deg. East, we travelled for seven (7) miles, and by
accident came to a native bough shade (““ Bungur ”’) on a sandridge, at seven (7) miles, with a dry soakags
at foot. The native boy then said that place was “ Yerniakka,” and wheun I questioned him as to why
he pointed elsewhere last evening, he got out of the difficulty by explaining that there were two (2)
(““ Kutharra ’) waters of that name.

Continuing on until we had made ten (10) miles, we decided to camp until the cooler part of the
afternoon. The native walked the whole distance, and we have kept him without a drink, in the hope that
he will take us to water. He tried all manner of devices to get loose, pulling back on his chain and
staggering for most of the morning. He now declares he knows the country no further, and, pointing any
direction in the South, he cries the one word “ Kammarra.”

Resuming our march at 420 pm., again bearing North 220deg. East for tive (5) miles, we struck
my pad of the 1st November, followed during our flight 'for the Fitzroy River.

The boy, pointing Southerly along the old pad, asked me if there was not water in that direction,
I feel sure, now, that he does not know this country, and that we are beyond his boundary. He was
famishing for water, so we decided to give him a drink and camp for the night at 7 p.m. Nothing but
Leichardt trees for the camels. The boy fairly broke down this evening, erying and repeating the word
“ Kammarra,”” and pointing Southerly. This word, in my opinion, means the name of another tribe of
natives.
) Up to the present we have been unsuccessful in gaining any information of the whereabout of our
friends. The two (2) natives, whom we have had with us, know nothing of them, although they both
knew that I had passed through their country last month.

Sunday, Dec. 27.—We are now about twenty-two (22) miles from the last water, “ Kullga-nguno-
ngunn,” and have barely two (2) gallons of water remaining in our kegs. The distance is not great, but
with the heat and the character of the country to be crossed, it will be as much as we can accomplish.
Leaving camp at 745 a.m., we at first tried to follow my old camel pad to the camping place of Ist Novem-
ber, but, even with Buchanan’s native boy «“ George” tracking, we were forced to abandon the idea and start

direct for the water. We managed to keep the camels going until 1 pm., and at eleven (11) miles Were
forced to camp until evening.

Finishing the last of the water (about half (%) a pint apiece), we started again at 515 pm- and
followed our out-going tracks until dark, then, by b%ea,ringS, continuing on in painful monotony until
within about four (4) miles of ** Kullga-ngunn-ngunn ” when my riding camel dropped on his fore-knees on
the summit of & sandridge. The poor animal was completely exhausted. Bejah assisting me, We
managed to get him on his legs again after half-an-hour’s perseverance ; but, after going a hundred yards,
he again lay down, so I left him there with his saddle and walked r,nysel’f, leading the native on L
chain. We got along, stumbling over porcupine, for two (2) miles further, then I felt that I could not
go anothe? _v.ard'. Tlle boy, also, continually implored me to stop and sleep’( « Tummbo”). As there was
so much sinilarity in the natural features of the country, it was probable that we might pass the water il
the dark. We therefore hobbled the camels and let them go at 10 p.m., and lay down oursel ves amongst
the porcupine, thoroughly exhausted and all very parched and much in,need of water.

Shortly after we lqy down, I noticed a small, dark cloud rising to the Eastward, and he;qing
thunder, I fancied there might be a chance of rain, but Mr. Buchanan said he had been too often decelv®
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. nics by dry thunderstorms. However, making a hole in t}

. 0 . : ops fallj g .
;hfie‘t sseconds’ leaving sufficient water m my sheet for a smail drink apiege‘th?nglggeE?slsgi%ro::srtélg in

. in
m.v hfe.

fonday, Dec. 28.—As soon as it beqame daylight we were
J(‘)I;)l:Ll; d;/ were soon tracked up by Bejah and George.

lslgg"tt;gvelled about one (1) mile.

Packing up, We reached the well at two (2) miles. Watering two (2) of the
it for the spot where my riding camel was left last night, taking watelg i?or h;mc?gletlﬁ:a
Mr. Buchanan and myself stayed to water the others and cook something to eat.

Owing to the drift sand, we are unable to sink the well more than a few incl b
( must content ourselves by emptying the pool as it fills, making three (3) buc(iileetss 1')3(};(13“11(‘)?: ¥ Ilezgelai
fident that by spending a day or two in labour over the well we should find a large supply. '

Bejah returned at 2 p.m. with the camel. He is very weak and will be unable to travel £ da
o two.  One of Buchanan’s is also very bad and unfit to pack, and the remaining four (4) are Oll;lfﬁt t.y)
attempt another trip out from here. At this time of year, together with many other disadvantages, the
most serious of which is the almest total absence of food for the poor brutes, it is almost impossible to do

anything with camels by day. We find we are in a condition too crippled to do 1nore than retreat to the
river ; in fact it would be madness to attempt anything else.

By dark we had given the six (6) camels as much water as they could drink.

astir and after the camels, which bei
i b , bein
They were making direct for the water ang

Bejah at once
kegs; whilst

an
con

Tuesday, Dec. 29— We are obliged to stay here to-day to rest the camels, although there is but
little for them to eat.

Watered them all again during the evening. The longer we stay here the more danger there is of
getting them poisoned.

The latitude by observation, I make 19deg. 32min. 48sec. South; approximate longitude,
124deg. 17min. East.

Wednesday, Dec. 30.—Packed camels and started on return journey to river, Bejah and myself
walking and leading our animals over the sandridges, afraid as yet to attempt riding them.

Travelled via “ Waddru,” camping on pad to “ Ngowallarra,” making eight (8) miles for day.

Thursday, Dec. 31.—Starting at 6 a.m., we pushed on to “Ngowallarra” Well. The day was
exceptionally hot. from early morning. We attempted riding, but found our camels would not reach the
well unless we dismounted, the sandridges being too steep and trying for the famine-stricken brutes.

Reached the well at 10-30 a.m., where we found sufficient water in a small claypan close by to
satisfy the camels. The well has fallen in during our absence and is now filled with sand.

1897.

Friday, Jan. 1.—There being no feed at “Ngowallarra,” we were obliged to continue on to-day,
although the camels, in their present condition, would have benefited by a day’s rest. Now travelling
direct for « Tallingurr” rock-hole, we made a start at 6 a.m. My camel is still unfit to be ridden; I
fond difficulty in getting him along, even by leading him. From sunrise we experienced a suffocating
heat, and I found the eight (8) miles walk over the sand as much as I could stand. Camped at 10 a.m.,
as usual, on poor feed—a species of stunted, broad-leaved wattle bush (acacia) and a few Leichardt
trees.

Saturday, Jan. 2.—Continuing on same course, Bejah and self riding and walking in turn and still
leading the weakest camel, we reached  Tallingurr” at 10 a.m., and found that since we were last here
there had been a good thunderstorm. The rock-hole we had cleansed out was full of delicious water, and
there was abundance of young green grass on the flat, which the camels eat eagerly. '

.. Making the native boy a few presents, I liberated him and told him he might go if he wished
Bejah is under the impression that he will stay with us and accompany us to the river, but I am doubtful
of this, for we are now on the boundary of his country.

Sunday, Jan. 3.—The native boy slept by the fire last night, but this morning he had fled.
ed direct for the claypan found in November by myself

Lea Q “« Q 1 : 11
ving © Tallingurilia e o gl We found sufficient water for the camels, and also

and Trooper Pilmer, reaching it at twelve (12) miles.
a little feed.

3 travelled direct to the spot where I left
B el e miles. Taking the kegs we
Here we got

Menday, Jan. 4—Now bearing North 10 > )
water in a pair of kegs on the 19th November. We reached it at nine (9) mtl
then travelled four and a-half miles further, reaching *Kammamarra Spring ™ at ?Oon'
for the camels the first good feed since leaving “ Kallaida” Cattle Station last month.

Tuesday, Jan. 5.—Getting away early and now clear of the sandridges and porcupine, we travelled

to “Kallaida,” a istance of about twenty-two (22) miles.

Wednesday, Jan. 6. —Travelled between river flats and spurs from the St.
ground and numerous billabongs.

Camped at fifteen (15) miles.

Thursday, Jan. 7.—Travelled ahout twenty €0)
fmptying into the Fitzroy River.

George Range to avoid
floodeq

miles, camping on the bank of a large creek
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Friday Jan. 8—Travelled to Christmas Creek, crossing at the same point as on our outw
Did twenty (20) miles for day.

Saturday, Jan. 9.—Reached Mt. Campbell (“ Gogo” Cattle Station), and were kindly -
Mr. Livingstone, who expressed sympathy for us in our disappointment. by
A terrific storm occurred during the night, lasting about an hour; four inches of rain fe]).

Travelled fifteen (15) miles for day.
Sunday, Jan. 10.—Owing to the rain and the boggy nature of the country, we were unable 4
move to-day. 0

Monday, Jan. 11.—With difficulty, and after bogging the camels in attempting to cross a er k
managed to reach the Telegraph Station at seven (7) miles. eek, we

Sent lengthy report of our trip and adventures to Adelaide.

ard trip,

The rainy season having set in, it will be impossible to move from here for some weeks; put e
camels will now improve in condition, as feed will come on fast.
From Jan. 12 to Feb. 20—Camped at Telegraph Station, Upper Fitzroy. In constant telegraphic

communication with Mr. A. 1. Magarey. During this time twenty (20) inches of rain fell, the country
being in a state of flood. The camels have all become in excellent order, and are fit to encounter the

desert,

From Feb. 21 to March 14.—Having telegraphed my readiness and wish to again continue the
search for our friends, I was detained by advice from Adelaide to the effect that it was considered probzt{)fe
that our friends had been in the vicinity of the Oakover, and advising me not to start until Mr. Rudall’s
return, when it was expected that the mystery of their whereabouts would be cleared up.

Monday, March 15.—As Mr. Rudall has returned unsuccessful, I have decided to continue the
search.,

Tuesday, March 16.—-Preparing for further search for our friends.

The camels are all in good condition, with the exception of one animal that has been unwell for
some time. He appears to have been slightly poisoned.




SEARCH EXPEDITION.

From Telegraph Stution, Upper Fitzroy.

MEMBERS :
Messrs. L. A. Wells and G. A. Keartland

James Trainor.

Bejah Belooch (Afghan).
Sandy (native).

Dick (native).

EQuIiPMENT :
Ten camels.
Two pairs of water kegs.

1897.

Wednesday, March 17 —Left the Telegraph Station at noon, accompanied by Mr. Keartland
Trainor, Bejah, Said Ameer, and a native boy, “ Sandy,” and travelled to the Police Station, five (5) miles
distant, where we crossed the Fitzroy River. On arrival I found that the police and trackers had left for
the “Oscar Range” Station, the scene of a murder, and about six (6) miles distant. A notorious
outlaw named ‘ Pigeon,” who was at one time a black tracker, had, with his gang, shot and speared a
white man named Thomas Jasper, a man I had met in Queensland in 1885. This is the fourth white
man this native has murdered. Equipped with firearms, he has been at large about two (2) years.

Thursday, March 18.—The trooper not having returned, I was unable to get a tracker from him,
so have arranged for a native boy called “ Dick ” to accompany us, with the hope that by having the two
for company to one another they may stay with us after we leave the river.

A messenger has returned from the scene of the murder, and states that the police have shot four
(4) of “ Pigeon’s ” gang, but that “ Pigeon” himself escaped, with a Winchester rifle.

Friday, March 19.—Tiuft Police Camp. Passing Blythe’s Cattle Station and following a track
keeping out from the river, we cut the main road to Derby at nine (9) miles, and followed same for seven
(7) miles, camping on the bank of the River.

Saturday, March 20.—Travelled to *“ Quanbun” Station, distance fifteen (15) miles. The weather
is still very hot, and the camwls as yut are rather soft after their long spell.

Sunday, March 21.—Waiting arrival of telegraphic messages from Mr. A. T. Magarey, in
accordance with his wishes.

During the evening a native and his gin arrived with the expected messages.

. Monday, March 22.—Sent the native messenger on return journey to the Telegraph Station with
replies te telegrams. Left “ Quanbun” at 7 a.m., travelling along the road for 17 miles, and camping ata
small bluebush swamp.

Tuesday, March 23.—Travelled for thirteen (13) miles and reached “Noonkanbah” Station. Here
L wrote letters to Adcock Bros., Derby, and to Faiz and Tagh Mahomet, of Geraldton, arranging for Said
Ameer to return to Geraldton, via Derby. I also sent a telegram to Mr. A. T. Magarey, asking him to
arange for payment of wages due to Said Ameer, whom I shall not require, and am, therefore,
sending back to Greraldton.

fro0 MShortly after our arrival here a native messengexé from Upggt'LiV’
m Mr. Rose, to the effect that Mr. Gregory, of ** Gregory’s mon, :
natives at his station that two (2) white I%lel{ were seen beyond Mt. Arthur some time ago ll)]y detslelzrt
natives, and these reported that one (1) white man and one (1) camel were then alive, and the other
White man and one (1) camel were dead ; also that the surviving white man had killed and eaten G‘? native.
Sent' telegraph message to Adelaide to this effect, and have now decided to proceed at once to Gregorys
tation to investigate the report.
b Wednesday, March 24.—We experienced some difficulty in
auks were steep and the cutting was damaged by the floods. Having
en travelled to « Kallaida” hut and saw Mr. Mills, who gave me
fegory’s Station in order to avoid billabongs and flooded ground.

Travelled eight (8) miles from “ Noonkanbah.” .
r flats for twelve (12) miles, and

Thursday, March 95—Travelled along open plains and rive
Tested during t}ile mi‘éﬁc]é of the 1('13,;; under a,ngeuormous baobab tree, the first T have seen. The trunk

erynga Station brought a letter
* had brought news from the

in crossing the river this morning; the
lost two (2) hours in crossing, we
directions for the best route to
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afforded good shade for us all. Continued on dl_n~ing the afternoon and camped, at twenty (20) miles, for
the day, at a small stockyard on the bank of a billabong.

) i i tches of porcup; )
Friday, March 26.—Continued on over low sandstone ridges and pa , poreupine, noti
many large b?é.oba;b trees. Passing through a fence at ten (10) miles we entered “ Myada” Run, restin ’
at fifteen (15) miles, at a large lagoon. Resuming our journey during the afternoon, we passed abounaa,ry
rider’s hut, camping near the head station at twenty-two (22) miles.

Saturday, March 27.—Called at the station for directions, and travelled to Gregory’s Station (17
miles). .

) The native who brought the news regarding the whites seen by desert natives is absent at Derby,
but Mr. Gregory informs me he expects him back daily. I questioned other natives here, and they
corroborate * Peter’s” statement, but say they have only h?ard it through him. As there are no natives
here who know the desert country or could speak to the natives there, Mr. Gregory, strongly advises me
to await the return of Peter, who will be able to accompany me.

Sunday, March 28.—At Gregory’s Station, getting all possible information from natives here,

Monday, March 29.—The native, « Peter,” returned from Derby during the afternoon. He states
that he was amongst the first tribe of desert natives beyond Mt. Arthur (during the wet weather), from
whence he came, as a child, with his mother, and that the desert natives told h.m} about the white men,
but he did not learn where they were last seen. He says !;he white man living was at a water called
“ Ngowallarra.” This water, no doubt, is the identical one visited by Buchanan an.d myself in I_)ECember,
during our search, and T am doubtful of the veracity of the report. I believe the natives were
referring to myself and Buchanan as the two (2) white imen seen by them. Peter seems very- hazy
regarding that part of the statement which dealt with the killing of a native and the death of a white
man.

Tuesday, March 30—Making a start from Gregory’s Station at 8 a.m., and taking with us the
native, “ Peter,” and two (2) friends to accompany him on his return, we travelled up Nerrima Creek
for ten (10) miles, camping on a good water-hole. There are many large, baobab trees here ; we measured
one, and the circumference of the trunk was sixty (60) feet.

Wednesday, March 31.-—Generally following along the channel of the creek, which is very crooked.
Passed some fair water-holes, camping about three (3) miles from Mt. Arthur, which lies to the South-
West of camp.

Travelled twenty (20) miles for day. Mr. Keartland was fortunate enough to bag a brace of
turkeys just before camping.

Thursday, April 1.—Continued on up the channel. At five (5) miles we came to some springs,
one of which is very fresh, and there are some peculiar-looking trees growing in close proximity to the
water and around the springs, where the soil is very black and spongy, and covered with a thick mat of
springy grass. The water is slightly warm, and the springs are a little above the level of the
surrounding country. I believe these waters are artesian. They are situated about five (5) or six (6)
miles to the South-East of Mount Arthur, and I believe the first white man to visit them was Mr. John
Collins, of the “Oscar Range” Station, after whom I have named them.

This would be an excellent spot at which to plant the seeds of the date palm, but we have none
to spare, as I purpose planting what few I have further afield. Finding we would lose time in waiting
to fill our kegs here, I returned one (1) mile to the last fresh water-hole seen as we came along, gave all
the camels water, and made another start. Travelling about South from the springs for four (4) miles,
we rested during the hottest part of the day. During the afternoon we continued on for nine (9) miles,
Peter acting as pilot, arriving at a native well at 5:50 p.m.

_ Travelled eighteen (18) miles for day. Mt. Arthur bears from here about North 350deg. East.
I believe this well would give a good supply if dug out, but at present we are not in need of water.

Friday, April 2—For the first mile Peter took us on a bearing of North 200deg. East to a small
claypan which the natives had been scooping out at some time or other. Watered camels here, then
bearing North 146deg. East, we travelled for seven (7) miles, reaching two remarkable hills, one with a

crown at the top and the other flat-topped. Peter calls this place “Joal Joal” (Craven Ord Hill). Mt.
Tuckfield (A. Forrest) bears 75deg. East.

Now bearing on the same course for a group of flat-topped hills, which we reached at four and a
half (43) miles from “ Joal Joal.” Rested here during the heat, the sandridges being still very hot and
trying for the camels. This range, which is of desert sandstone, extends East-South-East for about two
(2) miles. Continuing our course until 6 p.m., we reached the end of a range of detached sandstone hillocks,

feed here poor and scanty for the camels. Travelled six (6) miles for the afternoon, or eighteen and
a-half (18%) miles for the day.

) After'da,rk we notich a fire on a high elevation bearing South-Easterly, probably the result Qf
natives burning the porcupine, a daily occurrence with all these natives of the Great Sandy Desert. It
enables them to track game more readily, and reduces the area of shelter for the porcupine wallabies.

Saturday, April 3—The camels did badly here and tried to make off during the night.

S:tarted at 6:20 a.m., now bearing for fire seen last evening North 130deg. East for one and a-half
(13) miles through .hillocks of sandstone and sandridges, when a smoke rose on a bearing of North
154deg. East. Alteymg our course for this, we travelled for three and a-half (31) miles, when Peter,
from a sandridge, said he could see some natives about a mile in advance, coming in “our direction.

— Keeping_the camels out of sight behind the sandridge, we waited until the natives had come
within half-a-mile of us. Peter took off his clothes and, with his mates, went to meet them, I told him
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:n that we were friendly, and were looking for our frj :
gﬁeezaallaélxl'lidge and went to meet them. E Tends. At a signal from Peter, we crossed

Peter, acting as interpreter, questioned them, and found th
Jite men. I recognise one of these, of which there are four (4)
Xative Mr. Buchanan and self made the acequaintance of af « Tallin

“«Waddru Well” Througt i
. away from us at hrough Peter I explained tha
;igompany me Southwards to the next tribe, that I would not molest mfyvgifmttﬁg IEZt(;v(ei) ggdtht?lla‘nt t?

2) white men who were lost; that if 1
anted to find two ( 08t; that 1f they would acceiy . ;
ho had before been with me, and another, whom he says is “ Mabu,” which e S

agreed to g0 with us. They state that they are at present camped at Tallillgu;'nr%i}ns good or quiet, have

Travelling due South, we cut the old camel pad of December and Jan

« Tallingurr,” which we reaqhed at three (3) miles, having travelled e; .
;01uunber of older natives at this water, also women and ch%ldren, eight (8) miles for day. There were

I decided to camp, and allow the camels totake advantage of a little i

to get, in the mea}’1t1me, some more information from these nat?ves. They :ﬁazﬁZ?iﬁgeﬁ?zzguﬁgg
to “Ngowallarra ™ since I was last there, and have heard nothing of the report that any other whites had
been there. They also affirm that no white men, except my party and my search”expedition with lz?r
Buchanan, have ever ,been th‘rough their country, but that several parties of whites had passed by the heail
of «Jurgurra Creek,” travelling in the direction of Le Grange Bay. I made these inquiries ’gecause f
Mr. Isdale’s statement to the effect that he had travelled from Mt. Dockrell, in the Kim%erley District t(;
Joanna Spring, and @hence to the Oakover. On inquiry on the Fitzroy River, I ascertained that Isé.ulé
and party, after leaving Mt. Dockrell, called at Fossil Downs Station, on the Margaret River, and were
afterwards camped between the St. George Range and the Fitzroy, eventually turning up on ,the coast a
little below Le Grange Bay. I think Mr. Isdale must have mistak

. ) ] en Joanna Spring for some ot} b
a considerable distance from it. In a letter of his to Mr. John Collins, whichpI retz;d, and in wllltieghwaMerI.‘
Isdale gives a description of the country, he says that the sandridges are all running North and South.

The true bearing of all these sandridges is 20deg. above West and below East between here and i)
Spring.

€y knew nothing of the death of any
youug men and a boy, as the identjcal
gurr Rock Water,” and who afterwards

uary last, and followed same

Sunday, April 4 —Having watered all the camels, I allowed Peter and his mates to return to their
country, sending a note with them to Mr. Gregory. With our new acquaintances, we left the rock-hole
for “ Tanndulla Well” In some of the flats I noted a fine species of soft grass growing amongst the
porcupine. We reached the well at 11 a.m., at ten (10) miles, resting the camels until the afternoon;
travelled then on to ¢ Dillawuddi Rock-hole,” reaching it at four (4) miles. We found it about half-full

of water, containing in all about 200 gallons. Camped here, on a little good feed around the water and
old native encampments.

Travelled for day fourteen (14) miles.

Monday, April 5—Making a start at 625 a.m., we travelled direct for “ Ngowallarra Well,”
reaching it at seven (7) miles, at 10 a.m. Apparently no one has been here since Mr. Buchanan and I
left in January last. I am now ronvinced that the report circulated by the natives was in reference to our
visit. I marked a Leichardt tree four (4) chains West of the well “L.A.W.,, 8” The latitude I make
19deg. 18min. 26sec. South.

Tuesday, April 6.—The camels did fairly well on the little feed around the water.

Leaving a pair of impty rases here, we started at 6:50 a.m. for “Waddru Well,” reaching it, at
twelve (12) miles, at noon. Resting for two (2) hours, we allowed the camels to feed on a little soft
herbage around the water. I believe permanent water will be found here by deepening this well and
timbering it, the drift sand being very troublesome at the bottom. Travelled five (5) miles during the
afternoon, and reached “Kulga-ngunn-ngunn.” Noticed that the flats were low, and the limestone
outcropping, before reaching this spot.

Travelled for day seventeen (17) miles. Found camp and well as we had left them last January.

Marked a tree about eight (8) chains West of well, at camp, “L.A.W.,, 7.’ This is one of several
specimens of fine Leichardt trees to which I have previously referred. The latitude of previous
observation is 19deg. 32min. 48sec. South.

If we can manage to avoid the poison plant, the camels will do well on some soft herbage and
grass on a small space around the water. |

Wednesday, April 7.—Cleaned out the hole, watered all camels, and filled kegs. anted dat
stones in th:ezwij ’(2) Il’;zrlgz excgiz,tions made by the natives. This is undoubtedly a goi{dlwgaser‘,' a;ndt ﬁs
apparently of a permanent nature. As far as we can judge, the rainfall has beep V}?"Y hlgl ¢ ﬁ' mgh e
wet season whilst we were on the river, and I think not more than two or three inches have Ia ?n_ here- |

ese natives point on a bearing of North 205deg. East for «Yerniakka,” another water over which we
were puzzled on our last Search Expedition.

Thursday, April 8. —Starting early over innumerable sandridges and porcupine, we reached the h

Wazer, a rock-hole, at six (6) miles. The natives state that they do not know th: ?ugtsrgu &nylﬁil;;gf; Zg
ey, and are anxious to go West.,, Portraigiiy Bygeh i(ime smo‘};gﬂla\. blgll; relllninding’them of the
em I was going that d asked whether they would come Wi : ;
Promised toyy Eghawgk. laThev;? A :vrelaver, seemed somewhat disinclined to accompany me, and on our starting

they walked in the rear, instead of in advance as before.

Bearing North 175deg. East, we travelled for six (6) miles,
Dg our march, crossing countless ri

camping for two (2) hours, then

t‘esumi dges Of Sa.]_ld ani hulanCkS’ our Old frielldS the desert gums
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becoming numerous as we advanced, and Leichardt trees appeared in the flats, We tray elled P
miles further, and camped at 19 miles for the day.

Latitude 19deg. 49min. 48sec. South.

; ril 9—Continued on same bearing for one and a-half (13) miles, whey We ca,
some refgl(ﬁz_y%bﬁfnt patches of porcupine, and shortly afterwards to a fresh track of 2 native goiuén ?ntz
North-West direction. The two (2) native boys immediately ran off along the traclgs whilst e cros
over a sandridge.  Here Sandy saw a gin creeping under a bush. She Was very frightened, and S oy
had to pull her out by the leg. I said “Napa” to her, whereupon she pointed _SOUtll-Easterley for t,
water. We started with her in this direction, Sandy leading her by the arm unti] he saw another gjy, &
a sandridge, whom he immediately made off after. The other one then attempted to get AWAY, and T o
obliged to run her down with my camel, Shg then took us to the water whl_ch was a mile ang a-half o
this course. There were two (2) old women in camp, il,lld they set up a wail as we approached, cryiy
“Mabu.” This is a soakage well called “Tchundurtu ” by th.e natives. There ig very little water iy o
s0 it is of no use to us. Trying to explain to one of the old gins that I wanted watey for the camels, gho
pointed in several directions, one of which was about South-South-West, and called 1t “Kalunngglop D
On my telling her that one of them must come and show us the water, they both disc

0 ! overed that they
were footsore. I noticed that one of them wore a peculiar-leoking pair of shoes made from bark,

(?)

: We
then told the young gin whom we had captured that she must come with us.  She protesteqd, erying, ang
p(])?l?ti l?g oulte&y Cangeihaped piece of bark, in which there was a dead child. Tt wag bound roupg With
strips of bark and she was evidently carrying it about with her. Howerver, the old lady gave her 5 piece

of her mind, and she then prepared for the Journey. This did not take many seconds, ;
over fastidious about her wardrobe, which consisted of a yam stick. Sandy walking with
just started when we heard a call, and saw the two (2) native boys' running towards us, accompanied by
another rather tall and well-built native. They ha,d tracked him up and brought him to us for an
introduction. He informed me that his hame was Lirmi,” and that he wag ¢ Mabp,” and I told him i
wanted water. The old gins said something to hlll.l, wglereupou. he suggested going Sputh-East, but I
struck out for  Kalunngalong,” believing from the direction that it would be Joanna Sprmg.. Telling the

’

“ Yellingageidi,” but explaining that this was no good for camels, I induced them to go on.
North 205deg. East for Kalunngalong,” we crossed over high drift sandridges and narrow
(4) miles, resting for two (2) hours during the middle of the day.

In endeavouring to find out what sort of a water we were now going to, the natives from the
Northern tribe, whom we could better understand, explained, on inquiry from « Lirmi,” that it was a
spring water, “Tcharramarra.” Two (2) more natives followed us up ‘and were peeping at us over a

Now bearing
flats for four

and standing in any shade they could
» we crossed over wretched country, consisting of high and steep sandridges,
desert gums, and porcupine, for the whole distance.

The camels knocked up, and we were compelled to divide t}
others. Wae reached a valley, in the lowest part of which are g
ti-tree. These flats are called Kalunngalong, ”” on the Southern
water in a large hole, with shelving limestone sides and a pool
miles since halting, or nineteen (19) miles for the day. The nativ
a short distance to the Eastward some natives are camped at anot}
pan, surrounded by samphire, immediately on the East of this bea

18 under a shelf of limestone and is but a small hole which one w
the natives « Griinng,” were two (2) more natives with two (2) women and two (2) children. This water

ingy grass similar to that seen at other springs to
a mile to the Eastward of ¢ Biggarong.” Searching
horse dung or anything else to indicate that whites
had ever been here; byt about ten (10) chainsg South-Easterly from « Biggarong  is a large Leichardt
e outline of a diamond in shape, as though the tree
_ ove - There is little doubt jp my mind but that this is Joanna
Spring. Probably this is the tree where Colonel Warburton camped during his distress in 1873.
I have been careful not to question the na,

L 2 b tives about dead white men before we got to this water
being afraid of scaring them; however Will do so to-morrgy. Sent all the natives, including the boys
from the Northern tribe, to camp at “ Griinng ” for the night, telling them to come back for breakfast.
By observation, I ind the latit

ude here 20deg. 4mj - 56sec.
124deg. 7min. East. The rainfall has been light iglere 1, ey
herbage.

e load of one animal amongst the
me samphire flats with loose earth and
side of which, at dusk, we came to a
in the centre, having travelled nine 9)
es call this water ¢ Biggarong,” and say
er water. There is a miniature clay-
utiful water. At the other water, which

uth, the approximate longitude being
i the grass is quite dry, but there is a little green

- b ey Ung a piece of tweed, t t pattern of a pair of
trousers my c‘?u§1n hfi;d t_aken with him whf}n he left meg. V‘I;itholft a,sleﬁfg quleleest?(’)(f;(s3 II)atook hold of the
tweed, when' Llrml_ said « Pu'rrunng white fellow pointing in g Westerly direction’. The other natives
repeated this, la.ugh‘l‘ng, I which T Jomned, so that they should pot, be suspicious. I asked if there was
onet Whlftie ma.ndeaigi ( tUntltl W;}}lllte fellolw PUTUNDE ) when th ey all replied “Kutharra purrunng,” holdii]g
UP two fingers. Pointing to the gun they said « p . a ; : ¢ the
sun had killed them. They then trieq v ara white feliow Purrunng,” thus informing me tha

o explain something by passing their hands over their legs, arms,
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coks. From wl}at I could understand, they were tryin -

Tfndgcbg],ile and 110t111}:1gt113ut 1bones rgm}iug. I believe wg arge:. g’net){?el ?:'lilzlrlgl?t’«:atlﬁe%rolseg{e been.. dead for a

o T i they hve perished lng g Even L ey e 0 Ui o pou

jave survived such a ternible summer in the heat of this frightful wilderness From wl a;eiv an 111013

from these natives, iy are atior O water called “Kaddawich.” ! can gather
This morning, in accordance with my agreement, T gave a tomahaw

patives who had accompanied me from the Northern tribes and had f

k and a knife to the two (?)
romised. They are anxious to return to theirown country and do not see

ulfilled their mission as they

R ea pparently speaking but little of their language. " quite at home amonget these
« Tirmi” and another of this tribe have offered to show :
a tomahawk and knife for their services. Refelepaluen, il 1 have promised them

Mr. Keartlaud shot a hawk and four (4) pigeons, giving the former 3
areatly taken with the gun. Although they ll)lucked :mdgrms%ed the();ll;l;:;]- to the natives, who appeared
o Py

eat it, for one of my boys discovered it after they had gone to camp for the ﬁlgel{twere L

I have arranged with the two natives of this tribe, “ Kammarrg » ] : .
fast, as we makeour start to-morrow. ' tocome to camp at daylight for

I marked a Leichardt tree about eight (8) chains South-East of the water « LAW.,9”

Mr. Keartland and myself, in endeavouring to remove the bark and y PG ee w
supposed had been blazed, found the whole of the old growth decayed witﬁ?l(lll;{; ::)(;O:nflr(;ml'ﬂleehleﬁ]“e
inside the tree, which afterwards fell down. T felt dis sty g

: appointed. as I had hoped to et some conclusi
proof that this tree had been marked many years ago. The natives point Elast-SoSth-East for ;%gtslllzi
water, which I understand is not far distant, but is only a soakage in sand. This may also have been o
of the waters visited by Colonel Warburton. h

break

Sundey, April 11.—As the natives did not put in an appearance this morni : s
over to the camp at Griinng and found that they had all deca}r}ped last night. ’i‘hils]gi; E?silzl?sl;%go‘ﬁftlﬁfd
I cannot understz.tnd why they have done so. It is possible that the shooting last evening scared t‘het;g{
or they were afraid, for some reason, to take us to the spot. The latter, I fancy, was the cause, for they,
appeal'ed greatly taken with the gun. Last evening before leaving us, four (4) of them, the two’ who had
accompanied us thus far from the North and the two who were to have gone on with us to-day, came to
me and putting their hands on my shqulders kept repeating something in a sympathetic tone, v'vl'lich I was
at a loss to understand. I almf)st wish now that I had broken my promise and chained one of these
fellows up to make sure of a guide. However, as it is, we must do the best we can for ourselves, for 1
see little prospect of getting near any others.

I have now determined to give the camels the benefit of another day here, hoping that the natives
may come back to us.

Mr. Keartland and Bijah are keeping the larder well supplied with bronzewing and crested pigeons
and galahs.

Monday, April 12.—Having watered the camels and filled the kegs three parts full, we left the
spring at 745 a.m., bearing North 265dug. East. We crossed high country, which extends North-East
and South-West, but the sandridges covering all, still keep their bearing of North 290deg. East. Looking
back, at five (5) miles, I noticed that the spring valley has high country on all sides, the sandridges
nsing higher and higher as one leaves the water.

After ten (10) milew travelling, we rested during the hottest part of the day, having previously
seen a smoke to the South-West, apparently not far distant.

During the afternoon we travilled seven (7) miles, camping at seventeen (17) miles for the day, on
miserable fesxd for the camels.

Latitude, 20deg. 6min. 56zec. South.

We kept a sharp look-out in the hope of finding some old tracks of natives which might lead us
to the dead men.

Tuesday, April 13.—Now bearing North 270deg. East, we travelled for nine (9) miles without
finding any tracks, although we had passed over my route of October last, where there was a pad made
by fifteen (15) camels, without seeing it. Rain and drift sand have completely hidden 1t.

Ascending a high sandridge, I saw a smoke bearing North 137deg. East, and altering our course
for this, we travelled four (4) miles, camping at midday under some desert gums for two (2)_ hours;
then resuming at 2 a.m., we travelled for five (5) miles further, and came upon the fresh footprints of a
native going in our direction. Wi followed these tracks for anple, when it began to get }ate, fo I
determined to camp, fearing to get too close to the camp of the natives and thus, perhaps, sc.a'rmgIt 1en;
off. They might also hear the camel bells if we were too near. Whilst we were busy .unpacl\mg, sen
Sandy to run the tracks for three or four sandridges further m advance, with instructions not to go too
far, but to see if there was a native camp anywhere in our vicinity. - 2 U .

Sandy retur ited, and said that the camp was close ahead, and that he ha seen two
) blackfel'loézta;l&?dilg (tai‘x}(l)uegxlgfesome women and children sitting under a tree. Thinking they might

discover our presence before we could get to them in the morning, I decided to walk over with Bejah and

the two (2) natives, Sandy and Dick, and take one of them. We walked about a mile,lallld lsti?t?dzvg;el;
d me they were in the next flat. We crept up to near the top of the sandridge, and, looking I

y i i the heads of some others, which Sandy
could see two blackfellows, about fifteen (15) chains dféaﬁﬁéi?ngotifes 1a.nd show themselves on the sand-

for the skin of the boys wearing clothes was dark
d skin. Waiting a few seconds, Bejah and myself

%id he thought were women. I made the boys strip
ridge ard call out. I saw the natives were puzzled,
aud shiny, whilst the wild natives have a lighter-coloure
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showed ourselves, whereupon several women and children, panic-stricken, fled for the next sandrid , aim
seven men, armed to the teeth with speers, boomerangs, and waddies, came out into the open and threw
out a challenge, calling “ Yarra,” “ Yarra.” Bejah suggested going beyck for.Mr. Kea_rtla,nd and Tr.
whilst the two boys said, “ Look out boss, him sulky fellow. Te.lhng Bejah that if we ran away noy
they would come after us with spears, I began an approach, with Bejah about two (2) chains behing me,

and the boys bringing up the rear.

Bejah was very excited, calling to me not to get too close to them, as their spears were shipped
As we approached the natives became more excited, yelling furiously, but when I got within a hundreq
yards they began to retreat backwards, still shaking their spears. Then I called to them in a pacific
manner “Mabuy,” “ Mabu,” and holding up my hand they. halted for a ‘moment, and one of them stood
his ground whilst the others still retreated. Going up to him I patted him on the back, and taking hold
of his spears made him put them on the ground. The others then approached, but would not put their
weapons down until I took hold of them and made thel}l do 80. They then began to ﬁeel. my arms, and
catching hold of my rifle made a most horrible sound with their tongues and rattled their lips in astonish.
ment. Bejah was most excited, and kept calling to me not to let them get too close, as I should not be
able to shoot them. I had difficulty in keeping him quiet, and was afraid he would shoot me, as his gun
was full cock. Three (3) of the natives attempted to get on terms with him, but he kept them off with
the muzzle of the gun,

Seeing two (2) plates, a quart-pot, tomahawk, a piece of iron and clothing, I pointed to them and
said “purrunng whitefellow,” to which they assented. ~Asking them for water, they pointed to a well
and invited me to go down it. I told them I had come from “ Biggarong,” which they all repeated,
laughing. I asked them about dead white men, but at that they grew sulky, and pushmg me gently,
said “Bah! Bah!” This, which I understand, meant “Go,” they afterwards did repeatedly. I tried to
persuade them to come over to our camp for food (“ Myi”), but they declined, and were only anxious for
me to go away. They would not talk about our friends, although I am certain they know of their
whereabouts. I was at a loss to know what to do. To have taken one of these fellows would have
meant, in all probability, a struggle and the use of firearms, which I felt loth to have recourse to without
proof that a murder had been committed. Determining to leave them on friendly terms, I made up my
mind to return to camp and come over in the morning and to further investigate, as it was then nearly
dusk. Not risking leaving in their possession the evidence I saw, I made my boys pick up the various
things we recognised as ours. When Dick picked up the tomahawk the natives demurred, but I told them
it was ours and belonged to ‘ purrunng whitefellow.” After we had got a hundred yards from them
they began to call out something I could not understand, but on turning round and facing them they
ceased, and merely watched us until we got over the sandridge. From the spot where I first saw these
natives I picked up a geological sketch map of the Colony, which was presented to me at Cue, and which I
had given my cousin for his guidance. It has some pencil memoranda in my writing. This plan was
lying near an old wurley which had been used by the natives some months since. There were no tracks
of any description about the spot, and the map must have been there for some considerable time.
Returning to camp, we surprised Mr. Keartland and Trainor by relating our adventures and showing
what we had found. Tied camels up for night and kept watch all night in turn, one white and one
black at a time. This is the first time I have considered it necessary to watch, but I felt we were not
quite safe with these fellows.

ainor,

Wednesday, April 14.—Yesterday one of the natives encountered showed me a wound in his arm
as though a hole had been made right through it. He said something about ‘ whitefellow,” and pointed
to the wound. In my opinion he has either shot himself with a stolen revolver or else has been fired at.

Packing the camels at daylight we went over to the well and instituted a thorough search. The
well is a poor soakage and would only contain water for a little while after rain. There were no signs of
whites having been here; no tree marked or camel dung lying about the flat. We found quantities of
hoop-iron from water kegs, a pack bag in the fork of a tree containing some hobble-rings, and an old felt
hat, pieces of clothing, etc., which we recognised as the property of my cousin and Mr. Jones, pieces of
iron from riding-saddle and a portion of a rib from between the barrels of a gun. This latter is new,
and, I think, taken from a new gun I had lent Mr. Jones for the trip.

I marked a Leichardt tree, where we found the pack bag, about fifteen (15) chains North-East of
the well, “L.A.W., 10.”

Thinking matters over, I have come to the conclusion that there has been foul play. The
desertion of the Joanna Spring natives, the meeting with these warlike fellows, and the evidence of the
goods in their possession, several of which articles I can swear to as being part of my cousin’s outfit,
together with the hole through the arm of the native, and the unwillingness of them all to discuss the
matter with me, all point in favour of such a supposition.

Having spent half the morning in fruitless search, I decided to travel direct for Joanna Spring,
the camels being in need of water. Bearing North 57deg. East* we travelled 11 miles, camping on
poor feed as usual.

Thursday, April 15.—Continuing on the same course, we cut our outward pad at five (5) miles,
and following the same Easterly for 44 miles we reached Joanna Spring. I found, placed on a clump of
porcupine, right on our camel pad, two (2) boomerangs. These had evidently been placed there by a
native after we had left on the 12th inst. There may be a meaning in this.

Friday, April 16.—Yesterday, on arrival, the camels drank a great quantity of the water, which is

Eerfectly fresh, though hard for washing, without reducing the level. There is any quantity of water
ere.

* On this bearing, at six (6) miles from the well, we passed a quart ileS 5 i 3 3
discovered six (6) weeks later by myself and Sub-Inspectoll)‘aOrd. quarter of a mileSouth.East of the dead bodies of our friends. 'They were
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On a sand ridge:‘to the Eastw’?.rd of the water, I discovered under tw .
e mgenens €)oot bl g S ey v @
there, With 2 VieW OF KOFb I at the endy, wroges Of white ants. They were each about ightoes (18
inches long, flat, and rounded o fah S ‘i?l s, with a hole at one end.  Thege are used in conng lt' =
some of the mystic cer;imomes v ‘t e nai 1ves, ﬁnd I have been before informed by the natives t‘;f t1011 gt
must not see them. : &y w}e;re tumouts y marked, and most, if not all, were of different tterna w?rx?en
ranged in appeara,ncg ron} ? oud.x;few tt);’er}frold ones.  The two separate bundles sugé):st thes.idea tl?i’
they belong to members o hv.voh (i eren film.l ies. L ascertained that, as in other parts, they are di dl d
into f0Ur () f%muhes' o 1Sc d1V1810n o marriggs laws are guided. T took posses,siouyof i IVIlef
the best made implements. anl y says they are used in connection with the initiation of you i g Od
that one of these is used for each young man during the ceremony. He says the older g bﬁf, o e, A
pelong 1o the old men. Apparently these are kgzpt sacred as a record, and for e Il;oax;e}ars
ceremonies. I hope the loss of those I have taken will not mean anyt o ese

: hing serious to the desert natives
Leaving Joanna Spring at 6:50 a.m., we followed our pad of i i
campingeat ing Joanua Spring at 65 pad of the 12th inst. for seventeen (17) miles,

Saturday, April 17.—In the hope of finding some old tracks of nati i

| us to the spot Where our friends have perished, I started with Bejah a,ndag;‘lll(:?yo:otzzﬁxsﬁ:e}; 1:1:23 Zglllllllirle?g
this neighbourhood.  We travelled South-South-West for two (2) miles when we saw numbers of ﬂgcks
of small finches flying to the North-North-East, thence one (1) mile Easterly, where we found some old
tracks of a native which I left Sandy to run, Bejph and I travelling in the direction the birds were flyin
viz., North-Easterly for five (5) miles without success, although I feel sure there is a water inyth;gé
direction not far distant. Making a detour‘ we returned to camp in five (5) miles, Sandy returning shortl
afterwards, having followed the tracks a mile or two and then losin 3 J

. . g them as they became too old.
Travelled for this morning thirteen (13) miles.

Left camp during the afternoon with the whole of the party. We are now bearing North 32de
East, keeping a sharp look-out for water and making the n 5

: ative boys keep watch for old tracks. W
assed over rather low flats at fiva (5) miles and noted some sandstoneeeg)utcrops. At sevenc(7s) mile:
Sandy ran some old tracks to a native soakage well twelve (12) feet deep, but not at all promising as

regards water, and with not a bite in the vicinity for the camels. Travelled from here due North through
wretched country--mallee, porcupine, and desert gums—for three (3) miles, when we found a few Leichardt
trees, so I decided to camp, having travelled ten (10) miles, or twenty-three (23) miles for the day.

The only smokes siten #ince our last adventure with the natives were some which rose to-day, far
distant to the North- West.

This evening we #aw some rockatoos flying South-South-West. I feel sure we passed a good water
about five (5) miles back.

It is my intention to procerd Morth-Westerly in the direction of smokes seen, in the slight hope of
meeting with natives; but I ferl that I loat my chance in not securing oune of those we met, at any hazard,
If unsuccessful to-morrow I will travel direct for Jurgurra Creek and follow it down to the Fitzroy River.
going thence to Derby with the viow of getting horses with which to arrest some of the natives, and
compel them to take u# to the spot which I feel confident 1s within a few miles of the well where we found

the articles in possiszion of thii natives. There will be no chance of getting near any, now, without the
aid of a horse.

Sunday, April 18.—MNow bearing North 330deg. East over most wretched steep andred sandridges, |I
desert gums, and pircupine. [Ieuted at 11 miles and continued on during the afternoon, but at sixteen
(16) miles for the day we wure compulled to camp on a burnt flat where there were a few bushes. The '
day was intensely hot and the camels were knocked up. Being very thirsty they attempted to clear out
this evening, so we wure compelled to tie them up for the night. No animal could endure much of this
class of country, alnost distitute of feed as it is. We found the sandriges very bad for the whole day’s |
travel.

Monday, April 19.—Making a very narly start and pursuing the same course, we found travelling a
little improved. At seven (7) miles we met with cork-bark and tea-tree in the flats, and finches flying
NNE. My camel was almost done up here, and I was compelled to take him to the rear of the caravan
giving Bejah directions from thers.

The tea-tree flats continued on for two (2) miles, when we came on some qlﬂ wurleys on a sand
ridge, and crossing over found by accident a native well, which looked very promising, so T decided to
stop and give it a trial. By noon we had a well twelve (12) feet deep of excell_ent water and a,ppa,r'entl_v
alarge and permanent supply, with drift sand at the top, and soft sandstone, in which the water 1s, at
bottom. The camels drank about seventy (70) buckets of water, and the supply does not ia\/})pwl
affected. There is wome soft grass similar to that growing at the Springs near Mount Fenton and Mount
Arthur. This is a most fortunate find for us, for through the sudden collapse of the camels I fear we

should have heen compelled tir abandon some of them before reaching Jurgurra Creek had we not found
Water.

Marked a T.eichardt tree ten (10) chains North-West of the well “« L.AW., 11, and blazed another 1
to the South-West.

q isi i ince last summer. Mr. {

Tuesday, April 20.— Natives have evidenily not visited this spot since mer. ]
Keartland a,ndyBeiilln baggid a numbar of pigeons this morning. It 1s most remarka.bletlllow ql.llllce]d)é ;)}x;ig:
find out where water is to be had. On our arrival yesterday there was no wats}' éxearer tlg.ll blf:}nseel(l et |
from the surface, and the hole was almost filled with silt and quite dry. Ng 1T ;s Wer% ol 1%
here. To-day we have numbers of pigeons, finches, and a few doves. I believe these birds a A

.
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crows and can either sée or smell the smokes of the natives’ (who must always be on Water)

thereby guided. From here some high sand hills are conspicuous to the West-North-Wegt abb{]tand are
mile distant, and a bearing to the most Northern and apparently the highest of a group of thy, %ne (1)
hills reads North 280deg. magnetic. ~These hills appear to be about twelve (12) mileg dista l;?f ston
bearing to the Northern portion of a low range reads North 305deg. East mag., t - The

: § ; : hirteen (13 1
distant, These are the best landmarks for finding this water, which I have named ““ Rescue Well” eg

It has been too cloudy to observe for latitude here.

Wednesday, April 21.—The camels are much improved and fresher. Got an early
bearing North 307deg. East. Travelling is much better. Tea-tree flats occurred between the sand 1 oot
for two miles, but no desert gums. Came upon a fe_w Leichardt tn:ees and _coarse acacia scrub, Spy
native camping places and dry clay Loles at eleven miles, and at thirteen miles reached the low mpge
seen yesterday. This is composed of sandstone hillocks partly capped with ironstone and clotheq with
porcupine.  Altered bearing here to North 342deg. E.  Gradually descending we passed some mgpe
hillocks on either side, of which one to the Eastward 1s conspicuous from the North, having three E»
bushes or trees on its summit. Travelled nine (9) miles on this latter course, or twenty-two (22) miles
for the day. No feed, as usual.

start, Now

Thursday, April 22.—Travelled on same course this morning. Reached at three (3) miles a high
point where are sandstone hillocks capped with ironstone and partly covered with drift sand, and at eight
(8) miles lowest valley. Then followed desert gums, also ant-hills, porcupine, coarse scrub of acacia, and
patches of grass, all very dry for the time of year. At seven (7) miles we came upon recently-made tracks
of natives, and at fifteen (15) miles another high point, a sandridge, where there was an old wurley and
soakage well. Then followed undulating desert gum country, a few low sandridges, coarse acacia and
cork tree flats. Camped at twenty-two (22) miles and tied camels up at night.

Friday, April 23—We were off camp at 5 a.m. this morning, = Ascended at three (3) miles a low
tableland with valleys on either side of us clothed with desert gums and porcupine, and then crossed the
left-hand valley and at five (5) miles reached a broken tableland full of water-channels and creeks, and in
endeavouring to get through these we lost a lot of time. Broken hills and conspicuous ranges extend for
some miles to the East-South-East, and an apparently high tableland stretches away towards the North-
West with a valley between it and us. We are now on the watershed of Jurgurra Creek. Numbers of
small gum creeks bear North-Westerly. At ten (10) miles rested in a valley for two (2) hours. At
thirteen (13) miles reached “ Goorda Tower” (W.A. Survey Department), and at fourteen and a half
(14}) miles the main channel of the creek, which we followed down camping at twenty (20) miles for the

day, the camels getting a drink and some good feed. It was a great relief to get clear of those wretched
sandridges.

Saturday, April 24—Bearing North-North-East we crossed the creek twice when it bore off to the
Eastward. Continuing our course we passed *“Babrongan Tower,” an isolated hill with perpendicular
walls and capped with a large square top. It forms a curious and conspicuous feature. At fourteen (14)

miles altered course to E.N.E., and at seven (7) miles crossed the creek and camped on open grass
plains.

Sunday, April 25-—Following creek over fair pastoral country we saw cattle, the property of Mr.
John Collins of Roebuck Downs.

Camped at twenty (20) miles.

Monday, April 26—Passed some cattle yards at four miles on Roebuck Downs Station which
was deserted. At fifteen (15) miles reached the River flats, camping on a billabong.

Tuesday, April 27.—Crossing numbers of billabongs, and also the Fitzroy River, we reached Mount
Anderson Station, where we struck the main road to Derby, travelling thence to Liverynga Station.

Travelled eighteen (18) miles for day.

Wednesday April 28.—Travelled to “ Yeeda Cattle Station”

making twenty-five (25) miles for
day. Mr. Keartland had been very busy amongst the birds since rea mng ] (25)

ching the good country.

Thursday, April 29.—Travelled twenty (20) miles,

i iles from Derby at
« Mayall's Well forming camp five (5) miles from Derby

Mosquitoes are here night and day giving us a lively time.

Friday, April 30—Proceeded to Derby, five (5) miles. P i d returned to
“Mayall’s Well.” Travelled ten (10) miles fc};r day. Pl g flciocedSauppia on

From May 1 to May 8—Engaged in Derb i ivi s and
arranging to form another sear oo erby forwarding and receiving telegraph message

il uglfexpgditkin with camels and horses, as without the latter for the plgipose
he natives and forcing them to st i ished we
S T g 0 show us the spot where our friends have perish

Eventually arranged for police assistance with black trackers and horses.

We are at present the guests of Mr. Craven Ord Sub-i i ’
. . , Sub- . House, Govern
ment Resident. These gentlemen, together with o g Sy iy

thers in Derby, have been most hospitable.
Sunday, May 9.—S.8. “ Australind ” arrived from Singapore.

Saw Messrs. Keartland and Trainor off to Adelaid
vouchers, and details of expenditure to date to deliver to I%Ilre’AM’Il“

Keartland taking letters of advice,
Magarey.
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Wednesday, M ay 12.
camels have been spelling.

e ——
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o Station ﬁ]f(i._(kgg;ogllilfe[;ecmr Ord and myself Jeft Derby, and driving by road reached
i Station at fifty . |
Liverynga
:  May 11.—Travelled vid Mount Anderson to (irem s Stati 1
b Trogptis%ai?éholsoyn and black trackers; algo police from Derby Eﬁril\‘rid, tation, where we were joined
y

—Bejah and Sandy arrived wity the camels frop Upper Liverynga where (b
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SEARCH EXPEDITION.

From Gregory’s Station, Fitzroy River.

MEMBERS:

L. A. Wells.
Sub.-Inspector Ord.
Trooper Nicholson.
Bejah (Afghan).

Sandy (Native).

Ned and Bob (Trackers).

EQuipMENT:

10 camels and 4 horses.
2 pairs of water kegs.
Provisions for 6 weeks.

Thursday, May 13, 1897 —Making preparation for start. Inquiring into various rumours about two
(2) white men who were reported to have been in close proximity to this neighbourhood. Investigation
proves these reports to be without foundation.

Priday, May 14.—Started Bejah up Nerrima Creek. I myself accompanied Sub-Inspector Ord,
three (3) troopers and four (4) trackers in pursuit of some natives who were wanted for killing stock.
Travelled South-West for eight (8) miles, thence S.S.W. for thirteen (13) miles, reaching an open, grassy
and samphire flat. Here we found two (2) springs about half a mile apart, the largest where we camped

is called by natives ““Yallagudyne.” We found a very large encampment here but the natives had all
left during the last day or two.

Saturday, May 15.—Passed the smaller spring at half-a-mile, then went East for two (2)
miles to a remarkable-looking hill; thence EN.E. for four (4) miles to a high flat-topped hill, thence
North-East to a native well, and E.N.E. to a large water-hole in Nerrima Creek, eight (8) miles from the
flat-topped hill. We then travelled five (5) miles up the creek and camped.

Sunday, May 16.—Following up the Creek we overtook Bejah with the camels at two (2) miles,
then all travelling together we reached Collins Springs at seven (7) miles. Cleaned out spring, watered
camels and horses and filled kegs.

Monday, May 17.—Mr. Ord started off two (2) troopers and two (2) trackers to endeavour to
arrest natives wanted, who are supposed to be between here and the River. Our party left the Spring at
8 a.m., bearing North 162deg. East. We travelled twenty-three (23) miles camping at a low range
previously visited.

Gave the horses six (6) buckets of water from the kegs.

Tuesday, May 18 —Continuing on same course we passed the range of detached sandstone hillocks
at six (6) miles, reaching my route of Nov. 4th last at nine (9) miles. This spot was indicated as one
where white men and camels were seen. Made an exhaustive search here without finding the reported
spot. Finding natives’ tracks and seeing smokes Mr. Ord and a tracker endeavoured to overtake natives,
but without success.

Gave the horses nine (9) buckets of water from the kegs.

Wednesday, May 19.-—Now bearing North 150deg. East we travelled 11 miles, cutting my old pad
‘between “ Tallingurr” and “ Tanndulla” and following pad for two (2) miles to Tanndulla, thence for four
(4) miles to “ Dillawuddi,” which was dry.

Travelled seventeen 17 miles for day. Gave horses eight (8) buckets of water from the kegs,
having but one bucket remaining.

Thursday, May 20—Making a daylight start we reached “ Ngowallarra” at 8 a.m., Nicholson and
myself working at the well all the morning. We put one of the two ration cases left here by me on April
6th in the hole, and digging out the drift sand got it down to ten (10) feet from the original surface,
forcing porcupine and grass at its back to keep back the drift. It was then making three (3) buckets an
hour. Spent the rest of the day until 10 p.m. watering the camels, giving them three (3) buckets apiece

Travelled seven (7) miles for day.

Friday, May 21.—Travelled vié “ Waddru” to Kullga-ngunn-ngunn,” seventeen (17) miles.
Dug the well out, and found that the water supply had not decreased. Watered the horses.
Saturday, May 22.—It will be necessary to rest camels and horses here to-day.

Watered camels and filled kegs. One camel is sick this evening, but does not show the same
symptoms as those which were poisoned here last December.
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Sunday, May 23.— FOllOWIDg Iny camel pa,d, we pa,ssed “
. oteen (19) miles. The sick camel is better, and is feedi
ﬁigt'mt smolke to the South-South-East.

Yerniakka ” at six

6) mi i
ug this eveuing. From( e

“Yerniakka " T noted

Monday, May 24-~Started }Seja,h with the camels, accompanied by Sl ”»
tor Joanna Spring. Taking Ned’s horse, I accompanied Mr.p Ord, N{cﬁ?ﬁii,alzﬁdths éﬁcher Bged’
North 1 52d€;g- East in the'ldlrect}lon wlle}-e smokes were seen yesterday, we traveiled over wrg;tched derslgi
andridges for ten (10) wiles, when _smoke began'to r1se 1n several directions, one, which we made for
*mmediately on our bearmg.l Gettlng clos.e to it, Bob crawled up a sandridge to “look out.” and,
eturning, rep_orted two (2) natives some dlstance_ East along the ridge, which we followed down, and.
crossing over it, galloped down upon them, but discovered they were two (2) gins, the elder alm’ost z;
dwarf about thirty (30) years of age, and the other a young gi

n, and d-loolki i
e frightened at first, but the younger soon recovered, good-looking for a native. They

: 1 1 nd, in answer to our inquiri }
the course we were taking for a water called “ Djillill,” thirteen (13) miles from our gauxillll)ese’ufdo ntl(t)gg (1)11;

it. Here we §urprised a w1zal"d or doctor rejoicing in the name of “Yallamerri "’ :
T:z\ugh wurley with a spear, shaking it at Bob, who covered him with his rifle, Znil- woﬁllfl 11111:\1713(16(1)-23 olfui
gor Mr. Ord, who called to him to desist. There were also four (4) small boys at the water. The “ wise
man’’ could not _undeljsta.nd'the horses, and was trembling with fear. Searching the carﬁp we found
several pieces of iron, including a large piece of a part of the bow of a camel riding saddle. It was
slmrpened at one el_ld, evidently for use as an axe. QlleStiOlling the native about this, he said “Purrunng
whitefellow,” pointing South-Westerly. Noting smokes a few miles W.N.W., we took the wise man gins
and children in that direction. The old fellow pleaded lameness, but being prodded occasionally w,ith a
spear, he soon forgot he was lame. He was most anxious to go for a number of smokes where he pointed
saying “J ibir,” and counting ten (10) on his fingers; but as we did not want ten (10) more natives, we
made him go for a smgl.e snloke. bearing N. 280 deg. East for four (4) miles, where we found a nat’ive
whom, with “ Yallamerri's” assistance, we enticed to come up to us. He was a bold-looking customer,
and walked round the horsew in astonishment, making peculiar noises with his tongue and lipsj
Tnforming them they must come on with us to Joanna Spring (Biggarong), they both pleaded lameness,
aftewards pointing Northwards in the direction of the smokes, saying Biggarong was there. Finding we
were to have trouble, Mr. Ord handcuffed them together. Sending the gins and children back to
«Djillill,” T rode in advance, lwaring North 247 deg. East, whilst Mr. Ord and Nicholson drove the
natives after me, having to jostle them to make them follow up. After travelling eight (8) miles, they
ran up behind me and decided I was going in the right direction. ’

Reached the Spring at ten (10) milss and found that Bejah’s party had arrived.

Travelled for day twenty-seven (27) miles. We chained the natives to the tree I had previously
warked here. They had wisited this trite ¥ince I had marked it, and cutall the lettering off. The younger
native, whose name is “ Pallarri,” says « Wanndanni” had done this, meamng the women. Being a
descendant of Adan I suppiss we must excuse him.  We found the Spring in the same condition as on
our last visit, the supply bring abundant. Hundreds of birds are now coming here to water.

This heing the birthday of Hor Majesty the Queen, we drank her health in whiskey.

The natives are fautimid Lo thee tree by means of chains padlocked round their necks, and their
legs are fastened with hand#uffs. They have a break of bushes and some firewood, the nights being cold
now. I was very anxious and cmuld nat rest, fearing the natives would get away. In the middle of the
night I noticed a flicker of light and could sie from behind my saddle where T was sleeping their dark
eyes by the scanty firelight. For a long while I watched them trying to get the chain over their heads.
Twice I called Mr. Ord; the swnd time he was annoyed and administered a little chastisement to Master
«Yallamerri,” telling them both to ¢ lummbo.”

Tuesday, May 25.—Ww bagged thirteen (13) galahs and six (6) pigeons this morning.

Spilled the camels here to-day, and filled kegs. During the afternoon M. Ord and myself, each
with a tracker, vircled around the Spring for some miles, to ascertain whether any other of the natives
had come in, acting as spine; hut we rould see no signs of them.

Wi shall havi difficulty in inducing these natives to conduct us to the spot where our comrades
have perished. They say that two (2) are dead and that t.he sun killed them, but they profe?is 1g1110r3,;11ce
regarding ths lucality, and state that the women and children had found the remains an tﬁ e(111 11)(;
goods. They ar# anxious to gi» North-West to some smokes where they say other -}latlvesl a,(tie. No dou y
they are afraid and naturally think we are in quest of the equpment our friends &a , and ca:mlo
understand our coming after the bodies or bones of dead men. To-morrow, Wednesday, we purpose
travelling Westward.

Wednesday, May 26.—Teft Joanna Spring at 7:30 a.m., Bejah 1n advanlsre. vz)lt'g ta?tﬁalﬁtieg],oﬁléi
following my old pad Wasterly, then the two natives handenfted tog'etdhetll", andt' 1S wlhere A
the trackers and myself bringing up the rear. We frequently aske 11613 na ;}s;e A v e
were, hut they were silent on this subject. We heard the elder patlve te 1;1;_; ey : ti’l’l o direc?.ion
whispers. They were very eager to go North, and eventually said the deleu.( 111§ne;ve:te I e
I could not stand this for it would not agree with statergents madt? by tg& }]:al tlZd e e eomihe
fifteecn (15) wmiles we reachud the top of an unusually high pand ridgo ?lu-ilsoawhere c;t%er natives were,
natives. Thuy pointed eagerly for Joanna Spring or_other plwce.s, at.ﬁ n;thin(v O L T
but on my suggesting the whereabouta of the dead white men they sal gtbing DO wake i o
most exaél»eral,ting, and Mr. Ord losing patience, cantered q,ftfer them, al; hooi e i Dok gl Whem:
his legs by a chignon (the style in which they dress the hair in these par 2 8 o e
both back. < Pallarri” angrily exclaimed * wah ” at this treatment, al;d W 1?1:er aqlittle moral suasion,
whereupon ¢ Pallarri” threw himself on the sand, partly draggmg

o

———
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« i” trembling and becoming afraid that his time had g,rrlved, tl’l’rn(‘ed. to me and eagerly gpg.
hiz aﬁlxlla;grgfsrin a Southgrly direction exc_laimed « Pllrl‘l'l’l’lng whitefellow. ‘Pal‘}arrl ” ‘jumpigg up%)[t’ll:ég
started off at a Chinaman’s trot, exclaiming ‘“Bah! bab! which I suppose means ““Go quickly.” Whistliny
to Bejah we gave him a sign to wheel round, and driving the natives, we followed them for three (St
when it was getting late, so we decided to camp for the night. Our la.st. course was North. 145(1% Fast
After the natives were chained up and fed and made comfortable I explal}led“tllat if they did not take g
to the dead men they would get neither food, water, nor fire. They replied “ Mabu, mabu.” Ag T feed
them and have so far not hurt them they sa,y‘I. am good, but they have a wholesome dread of Nicholsoy
the chain, and handcuffs, and look with suspicion upon Mr. Ord. )

Thursday, May 27.—After we had packed and mgunted this. morning, the natives, when loosened
again attempted to plead their ignorance, but upon Nlchqlson dismounting they ran off on the samé
bearing, exclaiming “Bah ! bah ” At two (2) miles on this course they l}a,lted on a high sandridge anq
had a conversation together. Urging them on they then turned South-Westerly for one and-a-half 1)
miles, when we came to a recently burnt patch of porcupine. Yallameri then hgld his hand up, and
moving his fingers about said « Purrunng whitefellow.” Urging them forward again they ran along wity
their “Bah! bah!” Immediately in front of us was a high point of §a,ndr1dge with a low saddle to the
West. Being on my camel this morning I had a better view, and seeing a rope hanging from a smy]
desert gum tree on the ridge, I drew Sub-inspector Ord 8 attention to it. The natlvgs,’nqw at the foot of
the ridge, exclaimed in one awed breath “Wah !wah!” I couldthen see my cousin’s iron-grey beard,
and we were at last at the scene of their terrible death, with its horrible surroundings :—

‘Where Nature is sombre and sear,
Midst Solitude’s silent embrace;

In reflection—pray pardon a tear
For the heroes who died in this place.

Dismounting, Mr. Ord and myself went to my cousin, whilst Nicholson and Bejah went where they
saw some remnants of the camp equipment and found the body of Mr. G. L. Jones, which was partly
covered with drift sand. Where Charles Wells lay, half-clothed and dried like a mummy, we found
nothing but a rug, a piece of rope hanging from a tree, and some old straps hanging to some burnt bushes,
which held the brass eyelets of a fly that had either been rifled by the natives or burnt by a fire which
had been within a few feet of his body. Where Mr. Jones lay and near his head was a note-book with a
piece of paper fastened outside it by an elastic band. It was addressed to his father and mother. On
suggesting to Sub-Inspector Ord that we should not open the note, he pointed out that in his official
capacity it was imperative that he should see the contents. Besides the note might give us something to
act upon out here. Amongst a heap of remnants of their equipment we also found a satchel containing
a box of medicines, a prayer book, leather pouch, Mr. Jones’ compass, and journal, which was kept from
the time of their departure from Separation Well until they returned to that water. He stated in his
journal that they had gone W.N.W. for five (5) days, after separating from the main party, then travel-
ling a short distance N.E., and that both himself and Charles had felt the heat terribly and were both
unwell. They then returned to the well, after an absence of nine (9) days, rested at the water five (5)
days, and then started to follow our tracks Northward. Afterwards one of their camels died, which
obliged them to walk a great deal and they became very weak and exhausted by the intense heat. When
writing he says that two (2) days previously he attempted to follow their camels, which had strayed, but
after walking half a mile he felt too weak to go further and returned with difficulty. Charles Wells, he
then said was very ill indeed. There was, at that time, but about two (2) quarts of water remaining to
them, and he did not think they could last long after that was finished.

The natives have rifled the spot of everything that would be of any service to them. They have
by some means cut up and removed the whole of the iron from the riding saddle, and taken all the hoops
from both pairs of water-kegs, firearms, etc. Although we made a careful search we could not find any
writing left by my cousin, nor his journal, plans, sextant, compass, artificial horizon or star charts, etc.,
and, with the exception of the map I picked up at the well six (6) miles South-West of this spot, we have
not seen a sign of any of these articles amongst the different natives I have met with.

Looking at my cousin as he lay on the sand with features perfect and outstretched open hand, I
recalled the time we last parted when I felt his hard, strong grip. I little thought then that this would
be our next meeting ! I remember we spent a lively evening, our last together, at Separation Well, when

both he and Mr. Jones were joking freely, hopeful and full of life. The lines of his favorite poet, Adam
Lindsay Gordon, occur to me—

With the pistol clenched in his failing hand,

With the death mists spread o’er his fading eyes,
He saw the sun go down on the sand,

And he slept and never saw it rise.

God grant that whenever, soon or late,
Our course is run and our goal is reached,
‘We may meet our fate as steady and straight
As he whose bones on yon desert bleached.

b ﬂTgcllls sp(()lt i_s s;i( (6) miles North-glasterly from the well where we encountered natives in April last,
with ri goods 1n their possession, and my camel pad from that i within a
quarter of a mile to the South-East of the scene. d place to Joanna Spring passes

Sub-inspector Ord has taken char
ready for removal to Derby.

Leaving this melancholy spot we followed my old pad en voute for Joanna Spring, during the

afternoon, travelling seven (7) miles, and camped for the night. The natives are well fed, but still
prisoners.

ge of all articles found here, and the bodies are sewn up in sheets
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The following is a copy taken from Mr. G. L. Jones Official Journal :—
1896.
« October 11.—Bearings, 290deg. 21 mil .
«16 miles. & % mules, 205deg. 9} miles, 298de,0.14 miles, 290deg,

« Started away from well with Mr. Charles
« about three (3) weeks, travelling down flats had
«well for two miles when quartzite grit and ferru
«(8) miles. Camped on a little wattle-bush.

;ua'kilng three (3) camels and provisions for
airly good travelling, ground rising from
gHous oceurs and it outerops again at eight

Ants and flies Very numerous.

“ QOct. 12.—Bearings, 290deg. 6 miles, 295deg. 10 miles, 290deg. 15 miles.
y sa,v; l??flf geaaﬁ?fgézgoog;a; ;l?oﬁlzet:gtg )ciﬁ:ssﬁcﬁcfsfﬁglllﬁ;l?id left camp at 5:30. At 21
vttt and. quartaite betag e e, bout 100 fee
« 2rested pigeons. Travertine occurs twice in 3;‘3&;‘?&&% growing in valley. Saw three (3)
st 0 TS D g Rl Sk, shost cne (1) mile bread an ten (10) o |

) amped at South end of lak tl i
«fairly good feed for the camels. Th c LKe as there 18 9
“t:;),l;t]yesg s nels e lake has an awful appearance—one shining surface of

Bar. 29deg. 00. Lake surface 1250 feet above sea-level ”’

“QOct. 13.—Leaving lake at daybreak we followed up valley wi ine li

. s ) p valley with travertine 1
“and clay-pans. Passed over sandridge into similar country, gne big clay-p;iew;;nhest;:zii b}ﬁ::
« growing round it, and from the number of old fires thisis a, much-frequented spot by the na,tigves.
“.Ca,mped under bloodwood tree. Ninteen (19) miles. Numbers of finches about. Gomg J
“out in search of water [ came across a watercourse, and followed it down through ironstone {
«then white and grey sandstone. Saw large lake about tw ?

miles
table-bopped and has bluff ends.
100 feet in a quarter of a mile, |

0 (2) wmil 1
“and found Mr. Charles had seen lake from top of samdridge.’g gl sieumed to camp

“Qct. 14—Mr. Charles followed the watercourse down while T led camels direct to lake
“ Although we saw hundreds of finches, no sign of water. Came to lake which extends
“North-East and South-West. The lake (1,100 feet) is about three-quarters of a mile wide and
“extends as far as we could see, bending about like a big river, surface coated with white saline
“ matter and has the appearance of running strongly at times to North-East, as the surface is
“all eddies where utones occur; there is a hole on South-West side while surface comes up level
“on the other. Leaving this place we crossed several ridges and camped under tea-tree at 12-30.

|
“The heat is intenst. At 5 p.m. loaded up again to see if we could find any feed for the

“camels. After going two (2) miles camped near some desert gums, not a bite of feed, gave

“camels a bucket of water each. We are both feeling rather weak. The days are frightfully

“hot after 11 a.m. Twenty-one (21) miles.

“ Oct. 15.—(Detail accidentally omitted, but can be supplied by Mr. J. W. Jones.) I
“ Oct. 16.—Bearings 2 miles 42deg., 1 mile 120deg., 8 miles 42deg. l

“Were rather late in starting, as camels had gone some distance from camp. After |I |
“travelling two (2) miles on 42deg., Mr. Charles turned down a valley to look for water; traver-
“tine on surface in placim. Crossed a clay-pan and camped among some acacia, the camels
“seeking shelter at once framn the merciless sun. Started again at 7 p.m., and travelled for
“eight (8) miles, when we came to some salt lakes, which camels refused to face, so we camped. l

“No feed for cainels.
| “I am feeling very ill, and Mr. Charles is far from well.”

f “Qet. 17.—Started at 530 a.m., after giving camels some water. Spent some time in search
«“of water, on account of seeing galahs and pigeons about. Travertine limestone occurs
“mounds hers, and immense ant-hills up to ten (10) feet high are dotted all over the flats.
“Campad at 10-30, after going ten (10) miles. Started again at 10 pm., and travelled till
“2 a.n. twinty (20) miles.”
“Qct. 18.—Started at sunrise, and after six (6) miles stopped for breakfast amongst some
“desert gums. After a fresh start, proceeded for three (3) miles, when we camped for day
“among wome tea-trie. Starting again at 7 pm, struck lake at two (2) miles, and followed it
“down to 12, doing in all 12} miles, or 213 for day.” J
i ing si i in shade for the
“ Oct. 19—Struck our outgoing pad, and after going six (6) miles, qa,mped in shade
“day. Started at sundown; v%e trgv%lled all through the night, and arrived at the native well
“just after sunrise.” " P
t we rigged a shade an
| “Oct. 20—Cleaned out well and watered camelis, and after breakfas 1a sha
“/had a cfew hours sleep. Immense numbers of birds appear to water here, arriving just a
l “sunrise and again about an hour before sunset.

| « Oct. 21.—Made a bough shade and got things soug around camp.  Found piece of niive

“boomerang amid old camp fires.” i

“Kore.—Heights can be obtained from accompanying book readings. Barometers agree nearly a3 to I

“readings. The heights entered in this book are from my small one. G. L. Jowus!
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Friday, May 28 —Travelling eight (8) miles this morning,
camped to allow our horses to recruit,

we returned to Joanng Spring, and

Saturday, May 29.—-Myself, Mr. Ord, and two (2) trackers, wi§h “ Yz'tl]a,merri ” as guide, starteq
in a South-Easterly direction to try and find “ Bundir Water,” of which natives had previously informeq
me. Yallamerri explains that that water is at present dead—* Bundir purrunng napa.” But we coulq
not make him understand that we merely wanted to see the place.  After going eight (8) miles, the
whole distance having recently been burnt, he told us the waters round about were al] dead anq oy
springs—« Waddji tcharramarra, "—that the ouly Spring water was far away East-South-East, and it
would take three (3) sleeps to reach the 8pots.

Returning to Joanna Spring we
to the Westward, but not in the
which, in my opinion, must there
per day,

questioned the natives, and they said there was an
ir country. They also knew nothin

other spring ¢,
fore be a, considerable distance from

g of a water calleq “Lambeena,,”
here. ‘Travelled sixteen (16) mileg

Sunday, May 30.—Started on

return journey, travelling twenty (20) miles alon
pad. The natives we h

ave taken as far as this for our own safety. They both fairly
morning, when the irecti i hem. And crying “Sunndai”
great lameness. However, forcing them along for fourteen wiles, they then forgot thei
¢ Yallamerri” caught six (6) bandicoots amongst the clumps of porcupine grass.

Monday, May 31.—Presenting the natives with iknives, handkerchiefs, some food and water
liberated them, telling them they could go back again to “Djillill ”; they sto

and watched us out of sight.  We travelled direct to < Kullga-ngunn-n
the well.

g our old came]
broke down thig
they pretendeq
T ailments, anq

, we
od on the first saudridge

gunn,” finding plenty of water n
Travelled for day eighteen (18) miles.

Tuesday, June 1.—Travelled to
camped here a night during our last visit.

Wednesday, June 2.—Passed « Dillawuddi ” anq « Tanndulla,’
(4) miles, camping at a dry soakage well. Travelled 15 miles.
Thwrsday, June 3.—Now be
at same at nineteen (19) miles.
Sub-inspector Ord, who
assistance I have been en

“ Ngowallarra,” seventeen miles. Found some natives haq
Watered the horses at the well.

’ thence North-North-Eust for four

aring 347deg. East we travelled dir

I have named this remarkable-looking feature « Craven Ord Hill,” after
has been a kind frienq and companion to

ne, and through whoge valuable
abled to rescue the bodies of our comrades from this cruel desert.
Friday, June 4.—Travelleq direct to Collins Springs, eighteen (18) miles for day. This is a
beautiful water, and apparently wholesome.

ect for “Joal-joal Hill,” arriving

Saturday, June 5.—Followed course of Nerrima Creek

for seventeen (17) miles, and camped on
good feed South of a large waterhole.

Sunday, June 6.—Followed N
distance beyond Gregory’s Station.

Travelled eighteen (18) miles.

Monday, June 7.—Travelled to ynga Station, fourteen miles.
McLarty, who gave us a kind reception, and expressed his pleasnve at Jo
successful, and his regrets that the Expedition had I

Tuesday, June 8.—Travelled via Mount Anderson to Liverynga Station .
manager, was absent from the lattor place.

Wednesday, June 9.-—Travelled to “ Yeeda C
Mr. Clifton.

errima Creek to its junction with the Fitzroy, camping a short

Upper Liver Here we met Mr.

arning that we had at last been
had so melancholy an ending.

Mr. Hutton, the general
attle Station,’

" spending the night with the manager,

Thursday, June, 10.—Reached Derby ana telegry,
from which places I received many messages of cop
Colonel Phillips thanking him for the valuable i

Inspector Ord has kindly invited me to be his guest whilst

whole of the arralgements necessary in connection with th
comrades to Adelaide,

phed result of Expedition to Adelaide and Perth,

I also telegraphed to
dered me by the Fitzroy police. Sub-
remaining here. He has also undertaken tle
€ attention and shipping of the remains of our

By Authority: War, ALFRED W;ATSON,

Government ?riuter, Perth.-
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