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PREFACE 

The large landowners of the south are a group of vital 

importance to the study of nineteenth-century New Zealand. 

Throughout the colonial period they played a heavily 

disproportionate role in the country 1 s politics, commerce, 

developing agriculture and society. The aim of this thesis 

is to subject a small section of the large landowning group 

to detailed analysis. It is an attempt to study a part, 

to make 11 useful and accurate" statements and generalisations, 

and so throw light upon the whole, as has been suggested by 

W.H. Oliver in his paper, Towards a New History. 

The part chosen was lowlands Ashburton county. 

Ashburton county is a particularly convenient sub-region, 

as its political borders have remained unchanged since its 

first creation as a county. This provides an unusual 

stability~ and a firm base for statistics. In addition, 

the county has recently been the subject of a detailed and 

scholarly history by the late W.H. Scatter, which enabled 

this thesis to proceed from an already well-_prepared field. 

Ashburton county was also, in many respects, a "typical" 

southern· ~ounty· in the nineties, with a matured economic and 

·social pattern common throughout the lowlands areas of the 
. . 

South Island and south-eastern North Island. 

Once the county had been decided upon as the most 

convenient sub-region, it was decided to detach the high 

country half, thus leaving only the foothills_and plains, or 

lowlands half of Ashburton. It was thought preferable to 

confine the study to as homogeneous an area as possible, and 

although the high country runholders were in all respects 
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the social equa·ls and friends of the lowlands estate owners, 

their problems and way of life differed considerably on 

many points. 

In this way, then, a small sub-region was selected. 

The study would be of the forty-five or so families who 

lived on the big free-hold estates. They comprised the 

small social "elite" in a county with a population of about 

11,000. Some pains have been taken to stress the fact that 

this small group was only the tip of the rural iceberg. The 

large landowners were a small, vital part of a much wider 

society of farmers, township-dwellers, and landless 

laboure:.'::'s. As well as looking- at the private lives of the 

large landowners, their antecedents, careers, estates, 

finances, and life styles, attempts have been made to tie 

them in with the wider picture. Wealthy landowners were as 

important a part of the local community as they·were-of the 

metropolitan, colonial, and imperial communities. This 

aspect of their functions has seldom been investigated. 

Problems of terminology emerged. It was difficult to 

decide upon a simple name for the group. They were not 

11 squatters 11 , and the term "high farmers" could apply to many 

other landowners in.the county. As well, the term lacked 

broader social connotations. It was not uncommon at the 

time for the group to be called 11 a landed aristocracy", or 

even 11 democracy's fiend" (Otago Daily Times, 23 July 1891), 

but this was mere rhetoric. Finally, the word "gentry" was 

decided upon. Many of the lan.downers originated in the 

British gentry, and in financial resources, occupations, and 

11 eth' " lC 1 the large landowners of the county were comparable 

with the typical English squire: 
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11 a self-centred country gentleman with a dilettante 
interest in the arts, a shrewd interest in 
agriculture, and an enthusiasm for field sports such 
as coursing ••.• Although (he) travelled on the 
Continent and made expeditions to London from time 
to time, his real interests were bound up with (his) 
neighbourhood, his family, friends, and dependants." 

This description (Mitchell, R.J., and Leys, M.D.R., A 

History of the English People, Loridon 1967, p.483) could be 

given, without alteration, to the landowners of Ashburton. 

If the particularly 11 English 11 connotations of the word are 

thought unacceptable, then precedents for the wider use of 

11 gentry" can be found in a variety of societies, ranging from 

the ante-bellum southern states of the U.S.A. to imperial 

China. Finally,.the word was used in New Zealand at the time, 

although not exclusively. Scatter writes that 

"Squatters, large landowners, and commercial magnates 
were spoken of as 'gentry'. • •• Conditions changed 
but the old terminology persisted." . 

(Scotter, W.H., A History of Canterbury, Vol.III, pp.476-

77). It was formalised in Burke's Genealogical and Heraldic 

History of.the Colonial Gentry, which sought to integrate the 

new colonial upper-classes with the old-established British 

social pattern. Since the 'nineties, modern historians in 

New Zealand have tentatively used the word. L.C. Webb, for 

example, wrote: 

nExtensive pastoralism ••• gave Canterbury- its landed 
gentry." 

(Hight, Sir James, and Straubel, C.R., A History of 

Canterbury, Ch.Ch. 1957, p.233). The term is convenient: 

specific, and does not necessarily imply an acceptance of 

the 11 British 11 aspect of the large landowning group. 

The treatment has been largely literary. The gentry 

group was very small, and a statistical approach was 

impossible 1 as the material did not exist. The result is a 
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thesis wh±.ch is ::;-erhaps too 11 impressionistic 11 , with many 

gaps of information, or inadequate and incomplete sources. 

The nearest approach to systematic study consisted cif 

combing newspaper files, particularly the Ashburton Guardian, 

which proved to be an invaluable source •. Many other literary 

sources were found, including the biographical records held 

by the Canterbury Museum, a good deal of correspondence, 

journals and other such private papers, held by Ashburton 

families or by libraries, Lands an<;l Deeds Departmentrecords, 

and many others. Reference was frequently made to .secondary 

material written by descendants of gentry families; this 

material is not always reliable, but is a useful indication 

of attitudes transmitted in families. Because of the nature 

of the sources, the text too often lapses into becoming a 

mere catalogue. It was difficult to tabulate much, information, 

however, as the fragmentary and incomplete nature of the 

sources prevented this approacha 
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CHAPTER I 

THE COUNTY SETTING 

I. THE PHYSICAL SETTING 

The Ashburton County, one of the largest counties in 

New Zealand, sprawls inland from the Canterbury Bight in the 

east to the summits of the Southern Alps, some seventy miles 

inland. To the north it is bounded by the mile-wide bed of 

the Rakaia river and, forty miles to the south, by the 

Rangitata. The lowlands area, roughly forty miles by forty 

miles, or about the size of the English county of Wiltshire, 

embraces three main regions. The first is a belt of 

mountains and downlands descending from the first range 

along the western border of the area. This belt of land, 

about five _miles wide, was largely forested when the f irs·t 

colonists arriied, and in the 'nineties much of this was 

still intact, as it is today. Two or three small milling 

villages, for example, Alford Forest and Staveley, were by" 

the 1 nineties becoming market and service centres for the 

surrounding countryside, and pools of labour for the estates4 

Where there was no forest there were extensive sheep runs, 

largely leasehold, and still covered with the yellow and 

g~_lden tussock grasses which give the h:i.gh country its own 

peculiar beauty. 

Below this belt of hills were the broad plains. 

Originally built up of gravel scoured from the inland 

mountains by glaciation, they had since been overlain with 

finer soils by the Ashburton and Hinds rivers, both fed by 

fan-like tributary systems. These plains, appearing of a 

perfect flatness upon first glance 1 were in reality slightly 
I 
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undulatinq, marked by long slopes rising from the secondary 

rivers to stony high interfluves, varied by small low knolls 

and scarps, and often lined with retreating_ series of old 

river terraces. The soils covering these plains were 

generally neither poor nor good,.with considerable local 

variation. Favoured places, such as Methven, Flemington, 

and Wakanui, possessed heavy, deep soils of silt loam, while 

other areas, such as Ealing and Acton, consisted of poor, 

light, often stony land. Water was often.a problem, 

particularly in the lighter, higher lands •. :The main rivers, 

usually broad shingle beds with a few streams braiding 

across them, but running bank~to-bank after rains, were fed 

by small tributaries, creeks,. and marshes, which watered the 

low~r, more fertile lands, but left the interfluves 
. 

literally high and dry. 

The third sub-region comprised coastal swamps. I?anked up 

behind lines of dunes and sea cliffs, their soils were 

potentially the richest in the county, but required much 

draining. Before drainage this was a lush region of 

murky waterways, dark, tropical-looking vegetation, and 

raucous birdlife. By the 'nineties this had for the most 

pa·rt been done and the land converted to a more fertile 

version of the plains further inland. The dunes were 

stabilised with plantings, and the coastal lagoons lined 

wi t.h holiday cottages. Only the grey shingle cliffs which 

mark the end of the land, and the lonely, steep beaches 

below them had remained untouched, and provided the 

colonists with names such as "Longbeach", "Lowcliff" and 

11 Seafield 11 • · 

The resources of the whole lowlands area were almost 

exclusively favourable to farming. By the 'nineties most 



3 

of the economically millable timber in the foothills was 

gone, and the hundreds of miles of planatations lining the 

plains existed primarily for shelter and aesthetics. Mineral 

resources were insignificant despite abortive diamond rushes, 

and were limited to deposits of tin at Mt Somers and Alford 

Forest, limestone, and fine china clay. The land, on the 

other hand, was a powerful enticement to settlement first by 

run-holders and then by farmers. It was flat, open, 

sufficiently fertile, covered in native grasses and only 

an occasional tree, easily accessible, completely free of 

any native population, and ·avai.lable on leasehold for almost 

nominal rents. Such considerations, characteristic of vast 

areas of the South Island, invited rapid settlement. In 

1853 the runs of Ashburton began to be allotted, mostly to 

the land-hungry gentry of. Christchurch, and in 1854 the 

first stations were es_tablished, the first freehold 

sections being taken up in 1857. By 1896 the land-exploiting 

basis of the county was revealed by the statistics of that 
·. 1 

year: 880,000 sheep, 11,000 people. 

By the 'nineties the physical ~ppearance of the county 

was as firmly established as its economic structure had 

been by the end of the 1850s. The landscape of today, indeed, 

is little different from the landscape then, except in the 

poorest areas. There are now fewer people in the rural areas 

of the county (a fact not commonly realised) •2 The effect on 

the landscape of this pop~lation had been considerable, 

transforming open grassland into sub-divided farmlands, ·with 

1 AJHR l896, h'-23, p- 774 

2 In 1896 there were 10,820 people in the county, outside of 
the single borough, compared with 10,450 in 1950. Figures frcm Scotter, 
W.H., History of Canterbury, Vol.III, Christchurch 1965, pp.490-491. 



a horizon of "continuous forest": 3 630,000 acres wer~ 

cultivated in 1896 - a not substantially smaller ~rea than 

the 713,000 acres cultivated in 1950. Over 1,000 miles of 

water-races watered stock on 586,000 acres. 4 Irrigation 

works were beginning and European trees, planted on a very 

large scale by private land-owners and the Ashburton County 

council, often alongside water-races, provided "six hundred 

5 miles of grateful·shade for man and beast". Men had made 

the ~ountryside assume an eighteenth-century English 

6 appearance, covered with tidy farms and estates, and 

intersected with white roads, lined .with gorse hedgerows. A 

local newspaper7 reported that: 

. 11 

3 Stewart, P.D., Landscape Evolution in the Ashburton Plains, 
1850-1950 1

; M.A. Thesis, Univer.sity of Canterbury, l~:f68, . 
describei this process. 

4 New Zealand Year Book, 1896, p.515. 

5 Canterbury Times, 16 June 1883, p.17. 

6 The "corn countries" of England still ·retained their older 
appearance well into the nineteenth century, and can be 
compared with Ashburton county - another "corn country". 
William Cobbett, in Rural Rides (183aj describes them thus: 
"every inch of land is appropriated-by the rich. No hedges, 
no ditches, no commons, no grassy lanes; a country divided 
into great farms; a few trees surround the great farm-house. 
All the rest is bare of trees; and the wretched labourer 
has not a stick of wood, and has no place for a pig or cow 
to graze, or even to lie down upon." (quoted in Sambrook, 
G.A. (ed.), English Life in the Nineteenth Century, London 
1942, p.36}. 

The English countryside in the eighteenth century, before 
enclosure, was different from the subdivided, closely 
hedged, and wooded landscape of the nineteenth century. 
Away from the pareterres of the great country houses the 
countryside was open, generally unfenced, treeless, under
cultivated, and with many rough edges. By the late nineteenth 
century, large areas of England (in Yorkshire, the south-west, 
and the Welsh and Scottish marches) were less "English" in 
appearance than Ashburton county's lowlands had become. 

7 Ashburton Guardian, 2 November 1894~ 
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"Strangers coming here from the Old Country say the 
county is now like a slice from one of the so1.1t--h.P:i--·r, · 
counties of England, with its nice roads, fine 
homesteads, and well defined and cultivated paddocks." 

The climate of Canterbury was thought 
8 

"well-suited to Europeans. It resem_bles that of 
Great Britain, but on the plains is far more equable . 
..• The climate, as a whole, is splendidly healthy, 
bracing, and most enjoyable." 

The Ashburton county generally deserved such compliments; 

the main failing in the weather was its variability from one 

year to another, and wide temperature fluctuations, but in 

comparison with areas such as Australia and South Africa, it 

was thought regular and reliable. The force of the hot, dry 

norwester had been tempered by the planting of trees, and 

although heavy frosts and snowfalls were common in winter, 

especially in the inner parts of the county, they were usually 

followed by bright, clear sunny days. The rainfall of 25-40 

inches was quite adequate when supplemented by water-races 

for stock, and the low humidity made for a comfortable climate. 

It was this generally beneficent climate that enabled not 

particularly good soils to produce an average profit per acre 

as large as the whole yield per acre in Victoria and Tasmania -

the most favoured Australian colonies. 9 

Communications with the rest of the country were, after 

the rivers had been bridged, excellen·t and easy. In the 

north, what was called the "Great South Road", crossed the 

Rakaia on a bridge over a mile long, where gatekeepers 

collected tolls for the White family, local landowners. 10 

8 NZYB, 1896, p.515. 
9 Canterbury, Its Resources and Progress,_ ~~r~stchurch, 1889 ,,r.,,,:s,i,1, 

i...,,,,..fil..•,..,.-,r('l) 

10 White,· W., 1'Records of an Old Pioneer';/1939, in the 
Canterbury Museum Library, gives cletails of the construction, 
~aintenance and operation of this Gridge and its tolls by 
the White family. 



Inland, a secondary connection with the north was the Upper 

Rakaia Ferry. To the South, the Great South Road crossed 

the Rangitata on another long bridge near Eal'ing, where the 

wrights enjoyed similar toll rights as those of the Whites 

at Rakaia. Further inland the A.rundel.·Bridge, built in 1872 

11 to replace Du Moulin's Ford, provided another link. Inns 

and accommodation-houses catered for the needs of thirsty 

travellers across the "drouthy" plains.· 

The South ··Isiand main trunk railway bisected the county, 

linking it with the seaports at Timaru and ·Lyttelton. Within 

the county, communications were well-developed. Roads were 

well-formed, 12 and complemented the railway system. Branching 

off from the main trunk at Rakaia was the Rakaia-Ashburton 

Forks District Railway, which ran inland to Methven and 

carried the wool and grain·from the north-west of the county 

to the seaport of Lyttel ton. The south-west was .similarly 

served by the Mount Somers Railway; which ran inland from 

Tinwald to the village.at Mount Somers. The gaps in the 

railway system were filled in by fleets of drays, owned by 

the great landowners, or by contractors who hired them out to 

~1e small farmers. These ponderous carts were in constant 

motion through the county, laden with bales, and hauled by 

oxen or traction engines. Passenger transport, for those 

who could not afford private carriages, was provided by 

horse-drawn coaches, .which also carried the mails, such as 

11 Gillespie, O.A.; South Canterbury, Timaru, 1958, p.233. 

12 Those who lived in the county a little after the 'nineties 
remember the lesser country roads as being not unlike 
English lanes; they were usually tracks of white earth or 
shingle, flanked by long grassy verges, and overshadowed 
by very high gorse and hawthorn hedges and occasional 
belts of trees. I am indebted particularly to Mrs J.R. 
Branch, of Red Park, near Mayfield, for her verbal picture 
of th~ countryside in the years at the beginning of this 
century. 
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Tisch's Mail Coach, which ran daily from Alford Forest to 

springburn, leaving the Forest at 7 a.m., and arriving at 

Springburn in time for the Ashburton train. 13 

Dotted across this pleasant rural landscape were 

numerous small townships or villages and the one town, 

Ashburton. Every several miles was a township, with its 

school, church, hotel, blacksmith's shop, flour mill, and 

its cluster of cottages with perhaps one or two larger houses 

for the more substantial citizens. All the buildings would 

be built of wood or whitewashed cob, and sheltered by trees. 

Some of these townships have since disappeared, for "This 

was the era of the towns and villages _as local centres for 

social arid business life, and as reservoirs of labour for 

the estates. 1114 The advent of the motor-car, and the break-up 

of the estates, enabling the former labourer to live on his 

own small farm, or in Ashburton, sealed"tpe doom of most of 

these villages. Some, such as Methven, absorbed the others, 

and grew proportionately larger. In the 'nineties, however, 

most supported populations of only two or three hundreds 

around a nucleus of clustered buildings. Methven in 1892 

contained only 102 people. A correspondent wrote of Staveley· 

village in 1896, 15 

"we pass a number of pretty cottages with gardens, 
cosi looking little farmsteads, and the Manse, and 
schoolhouse, and notice some very fair crops of oats 
not quite ripe enough yet for the reaper. At Staveley 
there is a townhall recently completed, a store, which 
is also the local post-office, and from opposite which, 
at the junction of the cross roads,· there is a pretty 
view of the hills and bush, with Mount Somers in the 
distance. In another direction, on the road to the 
bush, there are several nice looking homesteads; the 

13 This mail coach was regularly advertised in the.Ashburton 
Guardian throughout the 1890s. 

14 Scatter, C,:,..nf.u,b ... v•v , p .125. 

15- Guardian~ 20 February, 1896. 



8 

residence of Mr Sharplin, with its pretty verandah 
and green veneti~n~. ~9ing a very noticeable feature 
of the landscape." 

Rakaia, with its courthouse and other public buildings, 

its. ambitious street plan, and its population of some 400, 

was an example of the larger township. It had been described, 

16 eleven years earlier, by a newspaper columnist who wrote, 

11 Healthy and vigorous is the young town of Rakaia, and 
evidently it is expected to be one of the principal 
agricultural centres of the future." 

He mentioned 

"the fine, large wooden wool and grain store . . • (and} 
the fine large goods shed bordering the railway and the 
large stores of some of the best known of the Ashburton 
firms (are) established up and down the township ••• 
Next in importance to the larger arterial provisions 
(are) the two principal hotels of the township ..• We 
also have two saddlers, a firm of auctioneers, a dining 
establishment, and a firm of barristers and solicitors 
..• Two bakers, two bootmakers, two blacksmiths, and a 
n1illiner' s ··establishment complete the list ·. . .. There is 
a handsome Episcopalian church (as well as Presbyterian 
services in the schoolroom, and Wesleyan services in the 
Library Hall). I must not omit to mention the particularly· 
handsome Town Hall ••. In addition to this palatial abode 
we have now a Police Court. 

Sauntering around the township one can observe how 
the villa residences of the officials and representatives 
of the different firms are rising in the surrounding 
allotments." 

The writer then took a quick look at the estates of the 

surrounding gentry: 

16 

"In the neighbourhood of Rakaia are some extensive 
properties devoted to agricultural and sheep farming, 
and notably that of Acton Station ••• an estate which 
comprises 22,500 acres of rich freehold land, and 1,000 
of leasehold, on which were pastured 32,000 · sheep- last 
season, exclusive of the lambs, the number of which 
was 8,000. On this estate there are 110 miles of gorse 
fencing and the number of acres that will be devoted to 
wheat for the coming season will be 4,000. This is 
really a splendid estate .•• " 

"Another fine estate is that of Mr E.S. Coster (Somerton}, 
of 5,000 acres of freehold, upon which he has erected a 
handsome mansion, the gardens surrounding which present a 
picture gratifying to anyone who consid.ers the New Zealand 

Lyttelton Times, 15 July 1879, p.5. 
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climate, with all its faults, one for which all lovers 
of sweet-scented, bright-tinted flowers and lucious 
fruits ought to .be grateful. Mr D .G ,, Holmes · (of 
Holmes lee), Mr C. N. Mackie (of Lavington) , and M.r 
Leonard White {of Langley), are some of the other large 
landowners in the neighbourhood of this place, though my 
space will not allow me at present to attempt any 
description of their estates." 

This picture was repeated, with variations, throughout 

the county. Tinwald, with a population of 538 in 1892, was 

another larger centre, and there were several to equal 

staveley, now extinct, or virtually extinct, and often 

leaving only their names on maps to puzzle travellers -

usually English or Scottish names such as Dromore, Sherwood, 

Cairnbrae, Hinds, or Willowby. 

The centre of this wide countryside was the borough of 

Ashburton. This was the only town, and in 1890 contained 

about 2,000 people. With the three suburbs, this 

population rose to about 4,ooo. 17 In 1879, the population 

of the borough proper had been 1,200 , and throughout the 

depressed years of the 'eighties it had continued to grow 

steadily. 18 This growth was increasingly being based upon 

commerce and light industry. By the 'nineties the county, 

on the other hand, had almost reached a demographic plateau 

which adjustments in the landholding pattern failed to alter. 

The borough, by contrast, has shown constant growth. 

Differences between town and country must not, however, 

be exaggerated. Ashburton borough was the site of the 

county council offices, as well as the town hall, and wa~ 

not only the administrative, commercial, and cultural heart 

of the county, but was also the place where many people from 

the land chose·to retire. Furthermore, the professional 

17 Scatter, C!-::.,J'fo,(,1_1~y_ , p .125. 

18 Ibid.1 p. 49 3. 
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people and the merchants of the borough often mingled on 

terms of social equality with the landed gentry of the 

county. Ashburton borough was certainly not devoid of large 

colonial mansions. 

The borough was claimed to be "a well-built town, with 

extensive and beautiful recreation-grounds and gardens. 1119 

It was 

"a considerable town, and plantations of poplars and 
bluegums greatly enhance its appearance •••. it is ·a 
gas-lit town with spacious streets lined by shops, 
public buildings, hotels, churches, schools, a theatre 
and public library; the public health and convenience 
have been judiciously provided for by the dedication 
of pleasant reserves and wooded parks, while tall 
chimney stacks proclaim it the seat of numerous 
industries. 11 20 . . 

The town centred upon Baring Square, which was grassed 

and planted with trees, and "The Hub", the solid-looking 
-

commercial centre, built of brick and stone, with neo-

classical or Italianate facades. From these extended the 

usual colonial gridiron street pattern, ending in broad 

avenues and the willow-lined banks of the Ashburton river, 

where the very poor huddled in a shantytown. The central 

.area measured a mile square, and comprised the borough. 

Beyond this, and contiguous to.it, were small suburbs. It 

was a place on which it was claimed "a good deal of money 

and forethought has been expended in enhancing the natural 

features of (the town). 1121 It included an extensive public 

domain, with two lakes, thickly planted around with 

ornamental trees, shady walks, rustic bridges, and pleasant 

19 ~, 1896, p.5'.-:Z-:J. 

20 Picturesque Atlas, p.t31. 

21 James's Guide to Ashburton, 1894, (no place of publishing 
indicated} p.19. 
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open greens for cricket and other sports. Nearby was the 

Hospital - a "somewhat pretentious building viewed from 

outside, and is constructed partly of brick and partly of 

the white and easily-worked building stone obtained from 

22 Ht Somers;" Similarly constructed public buildings 

included the police court, the County Council Building, the 

post office, and the public library and Borough Council 

Building. 

The grain trade centred in "West Street, on the western 

side of the Railway", which was 11 dev9ted almost entirely to 

Grain Stores, which are both large and nurnerOJS and well 

. . f . t' 1123 worth a v1s1t o inspec ion. There were several hotels, 

ranging from glorified grog shops to the Somerset, where "a 

grand mountain view can be obtained from the roomy balconies." 

In the Somerset, which had fifty bedrooms, the well-to-do 

could hire private suites of apartments and private drawing 

and dining-rooms, and stroll about in the late Victorian 

magnificence of ornate public rooms. 

Religion, in a society at least formally religiou~ was 

catered for by a range of churches, from the "handsome and 

substantial Roman Catholic Chapel dpwn to the less pretentious 

meeting houses. 1124 The Roman an.d English churches were both 

built in stone, in the usual ponderous style. Less 

pretentious buildings were the five banks, the two breweries,

the cordial factory, three flourrnills, gasworks, ironworks, 

brickworks, and the large new woollen mills at Arlington -

"a very flourishing concern. 1125 To get about the town, one 

22 Ibid., p.21. 
23 Ibid, p. 21. 
24 Ibid., p. 23. 
25 Ibid., p .19, 
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could hire hackney cabs (whose regulations called for them 

to travel at least six miles an hour), private carriages 

at Scott's Bazaar (with coachmen in livery thrown in) or, 

for the more humble, "borough stage carriages" (an early 

form of public transport). Two newspapers, the .Guardian, 

and the Mai~, competed with the county newspapers - the 

Advertisers of Rakaia, Alford Forest, and Mt Somers - and 

the big Christchurch papers, and provided a small printing 

26 incl.ustry. Two volunteer fire brigades protected property. 

Behind the facade of this bourgeois little town, where 

"the villas of its merchants are numerous, handsome and are 

27 surrounded by tasteful grounds", surrounded by its 

extensive countryside, all was not quite as it seemed. A 

long, tenacious depression had gripped New Zealand throughout 

the 'eighties, and continued well into the 'nineties. The 

year 1894 was judged one of the worst of the depression, a 

year in which poor harvests, the lowest wheat price in the 

nineteenth century, and below-average quality wool clips, 

combined to make the farming and trading community 

"decidedly demoralized 11 • 28 By 1896, the worst was over; 

?Ut for many the period had been long and grim. Many 

businesses had failed in Ashburton and llthe number of suicides 

shocked Ashburton especially. 1129 For many years, "Ashburton 

30 ... suffered severely." It was not, however, the upper and 

26 Ibid.- this information is scattered through the booklet, 
some in the form of advertisements. 

27 Canterbury Times, 11 September 1890; p.34. 

28 Ibid, 1 March 1892, p.32. 

29 Scatter, Confab,4y , p. 6 7. 

30 Ibid., p.68. 
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middle groups which were hardest hit by the depression, 
~.ho 

but the lower classes~were profoundly affecte~. Aah~urton 

continued to grow and profits remained, except in times of 

panic, adequate. But this was only poss,:ible. at the cost of 

lowered wages for working people, which in turn was possible 

only because of the. high level of unemployment - worse in 

the provinces of Otago, Canterbury and Marlborough because 

of the seasonal demands of the wheat industry, and because 

most of the assisted immigrants of the .'seventies had come 

to the southern provinces. As wages declined, more and more 

of the lower classes, formerly described in such terms as 

"sturdy limbed", or "tidy, decent people 11 , 31 were reduced to 

destitution, or took to the roads as swaggers. Conditions 

of employment for those who remained became poorer and 

poorer. The Labour Acts of 1873, 1875 and 1881 offered some 

remedies, but "the administration of these Acts was a 

pitiful farce. 1132 The 'nineties opened with reports of the 

Sweating Commission. They revealed conditions shocking to 

many in the rniddle-classes,,with wages almost at starvation 

level, and· offered evidence that the working-classes were 

being harshly treated. Throughout the 'nineties poverty 

remained endemic, mitigated only slowly by the long haul 

back to prosperity and the first steps in labour legislation. 

The social institutions of the county indicated 

differences between groups. The volunteer system, for 

example, provided for military training of all males between 

n 

32 
33 

See, for example, Lady Barker's description of a hamlet 
(probably Greendale) in the Malvern Hills, in the 
prosperous 1860s. Lady Barker, Station Life in New· 
Zealand, London, 18 8 3, p. Ill • 

Scotter, C,:,;,fcef?..,,f'IJ , p. 7 3. 
Col. G.A. McLean Buckley of Lagrnhor, for example; mounted, armed, 
equipped and transported a complete detach.Il'Bnt of men frcm his estate. 
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the ages of 18 and 60. It was never, however; strictly 

enforced, and membership was effectively limited to those 

who could afford the time and equipment. There was, in 

fact, a social prestige associated with membership. As a 

rule, the rank and file were drawn from the farming and 

mercantile groups, while the officer ranks were filled by 

the well-to-do gentry. In times of crisis, as was shown 

during the Boer War, the gentry would donate some of their 

best horses, contribute arms and regalia, 33 and the officers 

of the local forces would be lionised in the ballrooms of 

county society. 34 The county supported three units; the 

Ashburton Squadron of the Canterbury Yeomanry Cavalry (the 

most prestigious), the Ashburton Rifle Volunteers, and the. 

Ashburton Guards. The members of these units were always

from the "establishment" - ianded gentry, "cockatoos" of 

some standing, and the bourgeoisie of the town - and this 

fact tended to underline the social divisions of the county. 

Education was similarly selective. Primary education 

was by now free and compulsory - although often poorly 

. d d. 1 t 35 supervise an incomp e e. But secondary education was 

neither, for 36 

33 Col. G.A. McLean Buckley of Lagmhor, for example; mounted, 
armed, equipped and transported a complete detachment of 
men from his estate. 

34 A good general account of the volunteer system in southern 
Canterbury can be found in Gillespie, op.cit., pp.415-17, 
419,422. In addition, the lavish entertainment of Boer 
War officers by the gentry is chronicled in a novel, based 
on her own experiences of county society, by Edith 
Lyttleton, of Rokeby. This novel was written under the 
pseudonym of G.B. Lancaster, Promenade, 

, Sydney & London, 1938, pp.462-66. 
35 .A.doption of the compulsory education clause was still inccmplete in the 

county in the 1890s. 'Ihe Cyclopedia, pp.7YC- Z-C-5', listed only eight primary 
schools in the county - at Fairton, Hinds, I.ongbeach, Methven, Mt Sauers, 
Rokeby, Southburn, and .Ashburton, {two) - and thi~ was still a very 

i~adequate provision. 
36 Sutch, ·w.B., ·The Quest for Security in New Zealand, Wellington, 1966 1 P· 94. 
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"post-primary schooling was regarded as the preserve 
of the wealthier groups and the gentry." 

Ashburton High School, established in 1881, with fees of 

b3.3,0 per term (with·an extra Iil.1.0 for music) , 37 made 

secondary education accessible to the middle classes of the 

town, and the more prosperous of the farmers of the county. 

But when the industrial or rural workers' wages were reckoned 

in terms of shillings a week, it was hopelessly expensive 

for the lower groups. On the other hand, it was too cheap 

for the gentry, whose sons and (increasingly) daughters were 

usually sent to private schools in Christchurch or elsewhere. 

So it was in all aspects of county life - a general 

division sustained not by entrenched privilege, but by a 

combination of money, family, and the more subtle hierarchical 

influences of rural society. In this, Ashburton county was 

by no means exceptional in New Zealand, and can in fact be 

seen as very much an "average" county of the southern part of 

the colony. Comparisons with four other southern.counties 

of roughly the same area illustrate this. The relative 

economic dominance of the gentry can be indicated, for 

example, by looking at the proportion of all the sheep held 

in flocks of over four thousand in these counties. Figure 1 

shows that, in this respect, Ashburton county lies. somewhere 

between the most gentry-dominated county of Mackenzie, where 

89% of all sheep in the county were held in very large flocks, 

and the least "oligarchic 11 county of Selwyn, where the 

proportion was only 53%. Ashburton seems even less gentry

dominated when it is noted that the figures for Selwyn were 

distorted by the presence of a good deal of very small-scale 

agriculture and farming on the fringes of the Christchurch 

urban area. 

37 F'ees advertised in the Guardian throughout 1890. 
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E'ig·ure 2 rectifies this picture slightly by showing 

Ashburton in lowest place; Vincent county; with an imposing 

average of 35,000 sheep in each of the flocks held by great 

landowners, far outranks Ashburton and Selwyn counties, 

where the gentry flocks averaged only 11,000 or 12,000 

sheep respectively. Figure 3 restores Ashburton to a more 

average position, with a population density of 4.3 per 

square mile, compared with the great gentry-dominated sheep

walks of Vincent and Mackenzie, and the fragmented farming 

areas in Selwyn, with a population density almost three 

times greater than that of Ashburton county. Imbalances 

within populations are also a valuable indicator of gentry 

dominance, for where males disproportionately out-number 

females, then there was a a proportionate lack of small 
{).II 

farms, and~engrossing of labour by great estates. Figure 4 

shows that Ashburton was again average, with a population 

imbalance of 55% male, 45% female in 1896, compared with 

52%/48% in Selwyn, and a heavy imbalance of 63%/37% in 

Vincent. E'igure 5 shows Ashburton as having an average of 

78 sheep per head of population, while Mackenzie had an. 

average of no fewer than 313 sheep per head, which reveals 

a "sheep before men" society, dominated by large landholdings. 

Sel·wyn has a mere 24 sheep per head, which indicates far 

more small holding than the other counties. 

Figure 6 is -rather more of an anomaly, and shows that 

.:..shburton was an uriusually intensively cultivated county, 

with an average of 57 acres of land cultivated per head of 

?0 pulation, _compared with 52 and 49 in Wai'taki and Mackenzie, 

a. low 23 in Vincent, and a sparse 15 in Selwyn. The very 

high figure for Ashburton mainly reflects natural advantages 
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for agriculture in the county. While enormous acreages of 

wheat were common on great estates, many small farmers in 

the county planted a few acres of wheat, oats or turnips 

every season. Fragmentation of holdings was responsible for 

the low average in fertile Selwyn, while the lack of land 

suitable for intensive cultivation in Vincent and Mackenzie 

prevented the landowners in those counties from supplementing 

their great sheep flocks with cropping. 

Ashburton county, then, appeared to be a typical, or at 

least average southern county in the 'nineties. Together 

with Waitaki county, it occupied a middle status in terms of 

human geography; it was neither overwhelmingly dominated by 

the great landowners, as were Vincent and Mackenzie, nor was it 

a county in which considerable fragmentation of holdings had 

occurred to place the gentry•s·do:mihance in a far more 

equivocal position, as in Selwyn. It was neither a 

particular "aristocratic", nor a particularly "democratic" 

southern county. It had its closest affinities with Waitaki 

county, and probably Ashley, coastal Marlborough, Levels and 

Geraldine, Clutha, and southern Southland. More unchallengably 

"aristocratic" counties could be found in the Arouri,· southern 

Marlborough, Waipara, and the inland counties of Otago and 

Southland. The "cockatoos" were more numerous and influential 

by comparison in Selwyn although internal differences, as 

between genteel Malvern Hills, and fragmented Marshland and 

Halswell must be noted. Also in the counties of Nelson, and 

the Otago littoral. All the criteria used in the above 

tables are, however, economic, rather than.social. It remains 

to be seen how much variation from county to county there was 

in social terms; even the most "democratic" areas in the South 
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Island (always excluding the West Coast) had their sprinkling 

38 of gentry¥ who undoubtedly exercised far more influence 

than mere numbers would suggest. 

Nevertheless, Ashburton county was, to all intents and 

purposes, an average southern county, and against this 

physical background it is now possible to look at its social 

composition in a more detailed manner. 

II. THE SOCIAL PYRAMID IN THE COUNTRYSIDE 

In the 'nineties, while there were only 45 or so estates 

(grazing some two-thirds of all the sheep in the county) , 

there were several hundred small farms (supporting the 

remaining one-third of the flocks). In terms of population 

the gentry were very much in the minority; they numbered a 

mere couple of hundred or-so, while below them the broad 

class of sma11 farmers included nearly 3,000 people and, 

below them again, the landless poor, the great majority of 

the population, numbered about 5,000. Somewhere about the 

r.1iddle ·of this pyramid were the other 3,000 or so persons in 

the county - the suburban Ashburton dwellers, and the 

villagers.. In terms of percentage, the gentry represented 

about 2% of the,population, the 11 cockatoos" 25%, 39 the 

38 Even the Marshland district, in Selwyn, where landholdings 
were very fragmented, supported the King family in their 
English-style manor house of Bunqood, and the Dalgety 
family in their white mansion surrounded by lakes an~ 
fountains at Waitikiri. Other big houses topped knolls 
at Hillcrest and Bracken Hill. 

39 The term, "cockatoo 11 , used to describe small farmers, 
originated in Australia. It usually had derogatory or 
condescending overtones, and i·n the 1 nineties, some 
professed to believe that it was passing out of use (e.g. 
E.G. Wright, Guardian, 2 January 1891) to be replaced by 
the more neutral words of -11 farmer" or "yeoman". In fact 
it remained common usage, and became abbreviated to the 
the modern "cockie". Reference was often being made in 
the 1 nineties to "the ordinary cockatoo 11 as distinct from 
the large landowner (e.g. letter to editor by 11 Bystander 11 , 

Press, 5 January 1891). -----
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J.and'ess poor 45%, and the town and village dwellers the 

remaining percentage of about 18%. Rural society thus 

presented in numerical terms a 11 pyramid 11 social structure. 40 

40 Precise figures for the occupations and dwellings of the 
people of the county in the period are difficult to come 
by. However, rough calculations, as follow, can give a 
useful general picture. 
(a) The population of the county in 1896 was 10,820, and 
in the same year there were 712 sheep owners (AJHR 1896)/-'23) 
One can take the number of sheep owners to approxTmate 
the number of landholdings sufficient to comprise a farm 
which could by any stretch of the imagination be called 
self-supporting. 
(b) Defining an estate to be a holding (freehold) or over 
2,500 acres or over a value of hlS,000, which would produce 
an annual income of over Iil,000; I found in A Return of 
the Freeholders of New Zealand, Wellington, 1884,~ol~ings 
which could thus be termed "estates". By 1896, small p,iss,n, 
alterations amongst the components of this number had 
occurred, but there is no reason to believe that the 
number of estates had either increased or decreased sign
ificantly. This conclusion is supported by the analysis of 
sheep figures, which also give a distinct group of about 45 
properties supporting over 4,000 sheep - another base line 
for the definition of an "estate 11 • 

(c) Therefore there were about 45 estates, and 665 small 
farms in 1896. 
(d) Included in the county were suburbs of Ashburton (1,214 
pop.) and villages (inc~ Tinwald 538, Rakaia 400). 
Altogether these would include about 3,000 persons 
involved in services, industries, etc., or dependents of 
those persons (bearing in mind that the bulk of the 
population of villages were landless labourers, dependent 
on seasonal or permanent work on local estates). This 
leaves about 7,800 persons in the county either on or 
dependent directly upon the land. 
(e) In 1896, there were 356,658 adults in New Zealand, and 
a total population of 743,214 (NZYB 1896, pp.4 & 84). The 
average family unit was 4 (although Lhere is every reason 
to believe it lower in the South Island, with a slower 
growth rate than the North, and in southern rural districts, 
where there was a good deal of unmarried labour). 
(f) This means that the 665 small farms were inhabited by 
families totalling about 2,700 people, leaving about 5,100. 
(g) The 45 estates were inhabited by families 
totalling about 200 people, l2aving about 4,900. 
(h) These 4,900 persons were the servants, labourers, and 
dependants of the estates and larger farms. Many would be 
only seasonal or casual labourers, and would have ·comprised 
the great majority of the owners of very small rural holdings 
revealed by the 1882 survey. They were further augmented 
in harvest and planting seasons by swaggers and other non
resident labour from outside the county. 
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.?::-.~,'}_l_I::.~2) S11m,in-g the p3roontago of flockormers 
·:-Jc_;;::;c:::w i:-1.g f0uo:r than 4,000 sheep ·in Ashburton 
county~ in 1895- and 1952. 

92,,7% ·1a95 -· 

98Q3% 1952 

OR: in 1895, 7o3% of .flockowners possessed over. 
4~000 sheep. 

in 195211 only 1.,7% or flockqmiers possessed 
over 4-, 000 sheep., · '. _ 

.· ·-···-

-~;,_tnn:i:? l!t: Showing the percentage of sheep· held in 
:floc1rn larger than 4,000 __ i_n. Ashburton county, in 
1895 and 1952.. · 

[ '66% --..-· - 1895'· 
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Further analysis of figures provides interesting details. 

The only comprehensive list of all freehold lands in New 

zealand was compiled in 1882, in the so-called 0 Doomsday 

sook 1142 of that year. Analysis of all the freehold properties 

of over one acre in Ashburton county of that year provides 

another illustration of the social pyramid. There were 1,704 

properties in all, and of these about half were smaller than 

20 acres. This latter group of properties roughly corresponds 

to the lowest stratum of rural society.· With the exception 

of properties held by well-to-do villagers and townspeople, 

which would account for some of these farmlets, most of these 

units of land were village sections and very small farms, 

providing cottage sites and a few acres of farmland for 

families who would be almost totally dependent on employment 

on the local estates and bigger farms. Above them (see · 

Figure 7} are succeeding layers of farms, the pyramid showing 

some fluctuations, but eventually tapering off from a solid 

group of 229 properties of between 20 and 100 acres, where 

many of the farmers would have been dependent on seasonal 

or occasional work on estates, to a small group of "gentry" 

estates immediately above it. 

Figure 8 underlines this picture by analysing flock 

ownership in the county in 1895. Most noticeable is the. 

fact that only 152 farmers owned flocks of fewer than 100 

sheep. This implies that the great majority of the cJwners 

of very small propert'ies were unable to graze stock efficiently 

and so cannot be classed as "farmers" but rather approach the 

category of ."landless labourer". Above this level, the 

42 The ·"Doomsday Book" is more properly entitled Return of 
the Freeholders of New Zealand, 1882, Government 

;:,,;,-J-,,r 1 W2llington 1884. 



pyramid is satisfactorily smooth. The biggest single group 

of flocks was from J.l)(J to 500 sheep, and there were 311 of 

these. Flocks from 2,000 to 4,000 sheep numbered only 29, 

and this number represents once again the group of prosperous 

big farmers. The gentry with 52 flocks of over 4,000 (this 

total includes several high country flocks) are agtln a 

distinct bloc at the top of the pyramid. 

In passing, fruitful comparisons with the farming 

pyramid of mid twentieth-century Ashburton county can be made. 

Figure 9 shows that the percentage of flock owners possessing 

over 4,000 sheep has declined considerably, from 7.3% in 

1895, to a. mere 1.7% in 1950. In addition, the percentage 

of all the sheep in the county owned by this upper group has 

declined from the imposing 66% of 1895 to a low 13% in 1950, 

as is shown in :Pigure 10. Such figures show that the social 

pyramid of the mid-twentieth century was, as is tobe 

expected, far less extreme than that of the late nineteenth 

century. The picture that emerges of Ashburton county in the 

'nineties is one of a handful of great grain and sheep growing 

estate.s "flanked by a small army of peasant farmers." So 

long as gentry dominance endured "the surfeit of labour was 

forced into the exploitation of marginal staples, struggling 

secondary industries, or subsistenc.e agriculture on land 

unsuited to wool growing" 43 To many of the poor and the 

aspiring small farmers, the gentry seemed a block to mobility, 

and a check to the satisfactory embourgeoisement of society. 

To the gentry, as a feminine one of their numberwrote, 44 

43 Horsfield, I.W.,''The Struggle for Economic Viability11
, M.A. 

Thesis, Victoria UniversityafWellington, 1960, pp.lUO, 250e 

4 4 Lancaster, Promenade 1 p.15Z. 
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"The small man is a danger. How can any hand-to
::::outh settler establish first-class breeds of sheep 
and cattle as we can, said the English county 
gentlemen, conscious of their.duty to New Zealand, 
of new county families already opening eyes and 
mouths with infant cries. 11 

But the picture was riot so simple, and it is necessary 

to look at the composition of the "lower orders 11 which made 

up 98% of the county's population before proceeding to study 

the small gentry group with its disproportionate prominence. 

1. The Cockatoos 

Within the "cockatoo" class there existed a very wide 

range of life-·styles, as has been suggested by the figures 

above. Some deserved the conventional description given 

them by historians who say, "most small-holders were 

condemned to lives of continuous grind trying to make their 

farms provide a bare living. 1145 Such writers pom: out that 

the great estates produced most of the exports for sale 

abroad, in spite of the fact that 

"The small farmers made.up the bulk of the farming 
population4 Life for them was a great struggle for 
existence on semi-subsistence farms growing vegetables, 
potatoes, possibly cereals, with (in the South Island) 
a few grazing animals. The farms in many cases did not 
provide enough good or income to keep the farmer and 
his family. It was quite common for the men, certainly 
the single men, to be working part of the time 
elsewhere. 11 46 

This picture was undoubtedly justified in many cases. 

Others, were described by the Ashburton correspondent of the 

Canterbury Times in a series of twenty articles in 1887 on 

"the men of the plains". They had worked frugally and 

diligently to build up substantial farms, prosperous and 

45. Stone, R.C.J., Economic Development 1870-1890, AuAla,,d, i'lP,p.2v. 

4l ~Ibid, 1 p.24. 
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offering a modest competence to the families living on them. 

Of such a broad class it is difficult to make general

isations. Those who have made such an attempt have often 

fallen into the errors of partial vision. The liberal 

tradition has sided with Sir George Grey, always a fervent 

opponent of the southern "aristocracy". He saw only the 

wretched inhabitants of the small leased :Earmlets at such 

olaces as the village settlements of Chertsey, South Rakaia, 

Dromore, Alford Forest, and Hfnds, where ·the irnpover.:i:shed 

inhabitants could only coax a ragged few rows of wheat to 

grow, abng with one or two emaciated animals ranging a 

paddock and "having to maintain themselves by working in the 

neighbourhood", as mere "serfs for the large proprietors 11 • 47 

Others have seen only taose who could afford entries in the 

·cyclopaedia, which paints a delusively rosy picture of a 

. 2rosperous, content yeomanry. Such tones could even be lent 

to colour the picture of the very poor smallholders. In 1893, for 

example, a cheerful article "in the Guardian described the 

·.;il.lage settlers at Alford Forest, each of whom owned his 

t.\•:2nty acres with "A few sheep, with wool and lambs therefrom, 

'i good milking cow or two, and a useful brood mare ••. " 

Casual work was obtainable on the local estates, such as 

Alford, Winterslow, and Singletree. 48 

But in 1891, the local gentry in another part of the 

~ounty, near South Rakaia, had seen fit to patronize and 

.:orward a petition from the poor- smallholders of the local 

•:illage settlement asking for rent relief. The crude, unsteady 

:1and of one of their number wrote 49 

·17 

·l 8 
Scot ter, Cccl?fc,../:)w·y , p. 10 8. 

Guardian, 15 February 1893. 

The Ha11 Pa,pers, Library of the General Assembly, Wellington, 
--·- r ( j - · ~- J.- I ,J ,, ,.-: -,- I, I""' 
-1. •• • ~ :,· ref<!.] Q,;;. ,(;'7. ,e,..__j :-a ..),,# t1F)lJ tft.u'I-:, : -;- J '"'~ oft,, 
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"To Sir J. Hall Hon. Member for Elesmere we the 
undersined Village: S2t.tl2::::-s do ask and pray that you 
will present our petion to the proper plase for 
Consideration their is eight families living on 128 
acars and paying 10 shillings per acre which we 
consider to be an opressive rent work being not to be 
had in this district at the present time we cannot 
See how we are to live if we put in a Crop it Costs 
one pound ten Shillings per acare before we get it to 
market our yield not being very good it is a poor 
prospect for to.live on we hope by sending this. pettion 
that you as Hon gentilman will See your way to reducing 
our rent to Something reasonabl:! ..• we Consider it 
almost impossible for us to live." 

This petition was "Sined" by men wi:th names such as 

James Foley, Thomas Irvine (shown by an X), James Wilks, 

Thomas Ives, and so on. The copper-plate writing of E.S. Coster 

of Somerton, and the elegant signatures of other gentry, such 

as W.McN. Lyttelton of Rokeby and W.L. Allan of Acton endorsed 

this petition. It is not known whether relief was obtained or 
·, 

not, but the letter certainly substantiates the claims of 

liberals that·the existing distribution of land condemned 

many to great poverty. 

But it was possble to rise, with hard work and luck, 

and attain a modest prosperity. Such a career was that of 

50 Samuel Scott, who 

"had started with thirty acres, and had added 130 
acres from the Wakanui estate. He had kept himself 
going by building sod houses and walls, and had done 
without machinery until the previous year because he 
could not afford it. He was still living in his first 
sod-house, much added to and improved." 

Above such men again were those who not only possessed 

this sort of sturdy independence, hard-won, but also enjoyed 

some of the fruits of affluence. Such men were the ones who 

bought or rented farms of several hundred acres, together 

with a comfortable farmstead and establishment. One large 

landed proprietor put "The Grange 11 farm on his estate up for 

a new lease in 1893. This property of 725 acres was advertised 

50 Canterbury Time~, 28 July 1889. 
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as having "a Dwelling House of seven rooms erected on the 

~roperty; also commodious Stable, Loose Boxes, Harness Rooms 

and Loft overhead, with Implement Shed attached which could 

be used as a shearing shed; Cow Shed and other buildings, also 

sheep Yards. 11 The rental was to be :Ei325 per annum for the 

first three years, and thereafter b3l0 per annum. 51 The size 

of this rental is a good indication of the income the farm 

would bring in to its tenant, and at such a time. 

An example of a successful cockatoo family, working its 

way up to affluence, is that of Thomas and Ann Hayman. This 

couple arrived in Canterbury in 1865 with no money, and worked 

for over a decade on C. Dampier-Crossley 1 s Mt Grey estate. 

In this time, they saved and borrowed enough capital to 

enable them to move in 18T7 to "Ashfield Farm", near Willowby, 

in Ashburton county. They eventually replaced the sod and thatched 

cottage on the farm with a com.~odious two-storeyed house with 

eight rooms, and surrounded this with grounds, and a large 

orchard of apple, plum and cherry trees. They studded their 

farm with plantations, and hedged it with gorse. At the 

farmstead they possessed a_large stable with a loft for farm 

help, a dairy and an implement shed. They grazed sheep mostly, 

but also grew oats and some wheat.,· They took an active part 

in the local community, based on church and school. 

"Centred aro?nd Willowby Methodist church was a virile 

religious and social life1152 overlooked by ·the Anglican 

gentry. The Haymans kept a four-wheeled waggonette of patriarchal 

dimensions, and drove their brood twice to church every Sunday. 

51 Guardian, 26 January 1893. 

52 Hayman, B.F., The Hayman Family, Waimate, 1964, p.23. 



1. COLDSTREAM. The garden front of Col.J.Studholme's 
country homestead near Hinda. This front of the 
thirty-two roomed house overlooks the sunken 
garden and ornamental water. 

( J.J.AoStudholme) 
2. COLDSTREAM. View from the verandah of the garden 

front showing paxt of the sunken garden. Cottage 
on right was the first homestead, used in the 
period as a guest house. Young Studholmes on the 
la,;m. c. 1900. 
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( J~J.A.Studholme) 
3. MEREVALE. The Studholme family's town. house,. set 

in thi:rty acres of grounds near Christchurch. 
Leased to F. de Cartaret Malet of Clarewell for 
most of the 1890s. 

( 
4. P.. COUNTRY HOUSE DRAiYHfG ROOM. 

in Ka.kahu homes taad, . on one of 
family 1 s lesser estateag 

J.J.A.Studholme) 
A drawing room 
the Studholme 



~. I • 

'!'.41 ~,. :-;- ~.:, 
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( J.J~A.Studholme) 
5 .. AN EQUESTRIAN, FAMILY PORTRAIT. A gathering of the 

Studholme family at M.Studholme•s South Canterbury 
estate of· Te Waimata in the 1890s. J. Studholme I 
seated in the carriage on left, M.Studholme in the 
phaeton. on right, various Studholme ladies on 
horseback and in the carriage. 

6. HIGH FARMDTG. 
great paddocks 

( Jo J. A. Sto.dholme ) 
A ploughman at work in one of the 
of the Coldstream estate~ 



( P.A.B:.Richards) 
7 • A PATRIARCHAL GROUP. The Ballantynes of Thirlstane 

in the 1890s, taken in a drawing room of their 
Timaru house. From left to right: W.Bal1antyne, 
Catherine Gould, J.Ballantyne, Christina Baliantyne, 
John Ballantyne, Mrs John Ballantyne, T.Ballantyne, 
.Alice Ballantyne, Ellan Ballantyne, Elizabeth 
Ballantyne. 

( Mrs J.V.Jacobson) 
80 TRE MORROW FAMILY. The· family of-D.Morrow 

gathered on the croquet lawn in front of the east 
frontage of Montalto homestead. Group includes 
the governess and tutor on left. 
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Afterwards came tea and dinner at the farmhouse, and numerous 

visitors, where 11 'rom was always the genial host, at his 

best carving the large roast, entertaining the regular 

twenty or more around the table at Sunday dinners 
.. 

They enjoyed the district's annual picnic at Peel Forest, and were 

enthusiastic participants in their church choral music. Their 

daily tasks were lightened by the help of an Irish couple 

they employed, the woman to help Ann in the house, and the 

man to work with Tom and the sons in the fields. 

· Tom Hayman was a laconic, equable man, who once said 

when a ram which had just cost him ten guineas killed itself, 

"Howsumever, there 'tis. Let be how shalt." His wife was a 

"capable" woman, "sewing and baking, washing and· mending for 

her family, teaching Sunday School with a baby on her knee, 

catering for a table at the annual tea meetings for church and 

school. 1154 . They were seldom short of a few pounds, and 

regularly fed and housed swaggers overnight, or found work 

for them to do around the farm. 

The upbringing and subsequent careers of their children 

is an index of their position. After a sketchy education, 

the Hayman boys worked on the home farm, and would also go 

out contracting; ploughing, reaping, chaff cutting, and 

stripping grass seed. Some were permitted to stay at school 

and advance, if they were so inclined. One became a teacher, 

and then a JP in a Maori district in the North Island. 

Another became a pro~perous farmer in a large way in South 

Canterbury, built himself a large brick house in 1901, and 

53 Ibid., p.24. 

5 4 . Ibid., p. 25. 
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became prominent in local affairs. Another became an 

architect, while a second began as a small farmer, and ended 

up as a manager of stations and farm properties for the 

salvation Army in Australia. While one son took over 

"Ashfield" from his parents, another became a machinery 

salesman, one established a catering business in Ashburton, 

and the last began as a stock buyer, and ended up as a 

station manager in the North Island. Some of them married 

the daughters of the local school teacher. 

The Hayman daughters found work for themselves. around 

the house, until marriage. The first married a Timaru 

architect, the second married a grocer, who subsequently 

became a tea and coffee merchant in Ashburton. The third wed 

a well-off Ashburton cockatoo farmer, while the fourth 

advanced to studies at Canterbury College and married a 

Methodist minister, and the fifth married a school-master. 

The husband of the sixth was a local farmer, who subsequently 

became a JP, and the seventh and last daughter married a 

farmer in South Canterbury who eventually acquired a- small 

55 run. 

Other farmers even attained wealth, and some could 

afford to compete with the gentry in their life-style. 

Time, and the consolidation of their wealth, together with 

the acquisition of such badges of affluence as green baize 

doors and tennis lawns,·would eventually sanction the 

admission of some of these families into the gentry - families 

such as those of P. Drummond of "Lauriston", and H.J. Harrison 

of 11 Hatfield Lodge", But in the meantime, they could only 

55 Ibi~, this information, together with much of the above, 
is scattered throughout the text of this family history. 
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aspire, and concentrate on the improvement and good farming 

, of their properties, to wnicn tney often gave imposing 

names. An example was W. Aitken's "Bellevue", 1,100 acres 

of good freehold land; it included a large weatherboard house 

"consisting of drawing room, dining room, a comfortable 

kitchen and'·nine or ten bedrooms, with another similar 

h . t t f 'ht 1156 S 650 f estate ouse JUS ou o sig • ome acres o the 

farm were cropped, mostly in wheat, in one typical year, and 

100 £urther acres plougfied for turnips, and another 150 

fallow. ,Small belts of trees were plcmted between the 

paddocks of the farm. Near the homestead were a stable 

measuring 66 feet by 23 feet, a granary and ·storehouse, and 

a water storage tank. In addition "mechanisation was well 

advanced ..• and comprised: broadcast sowers, reapers and 

binders, McSherrys drills, double and treble furrow ploughs, 

and 15 57 draught horses." 

The large farmers also frequently demonstrated 

an impressive mastery of farming on a large scale, and 

sometimes surprisingly intensive. In 1894, D. Brick, who 

owned the 399 acre "Urrall Farm", together with 11 Tara 11 , 

another 400 acre farm nearby, and a farm near Kaiapoi, sold 

off his Ashburton stock,as part of a programme of consolidation 

of his holdings. The sale list reveals the high pitch of his 

_stock raising. It included 500 3/4 bred two-tooth ewes, 

56 Stewart, 11 Landscape Evolution'; p.42. 
5 7 Ibid., p. 4 3. 

58 Ibid., p.43. 

59 Guardian, 16 January 1893. 
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1,soo first and second cross two-tooth ewes, 450 3/4 bred 

four-tooths, 400 first cross four-tooths, 2,~00 prime fat 

two-tooth cross-bred wethers, 1,700 prime fat two-tooth 

cross-bred mixed sexes, 600 second cross lambs, 25 halfbred 

60 two-tooth ewes, and 30 halfbred two-tooth rams. 

Such farming, with its corresponding profitability, 

enabled the most successful of the yeoman farmers to occupy 

an ambivalent status between the gentry and the less successful 

farmers. By the 'nineties, the "minimum economic flock" 

suggested by Horsfield was considerably lower than the 3,000 

sheep needed before 1882. Higher yields, cross-breeding, 

and cropping meant that it was possible ·for a flock of 1,000 

sheep to provide income well above "subsistence" leve1. 61 

Some; to all intents and purposes, were indistinguishable in 

life style from the gentry. One such was W.B. Denshire, who 

possessed a 2,000 acre farm at Wakanui. Born at Baston 

Rectory, Lincolnshire, the son of the Rev. w.c. Denshire, and 

educated at Marlborough Grammar School and Marlborough 

College, his antecedents were more impeccable than those of 

several families accepted as gentry. He had married in 

Nelson a daughter of J.R. Dodson, a farmer mayor of that 

city. Denshire maintained the "countyn life-style, and "takes 

a keen interest in sporting generally and has been well known as 

62 an owner of thoroughbreds." 

But the Denshires were in the minority. In general, 

the rich farmer was cast in a rather less elevated mould.

Joseph Batty was more typical. The son of a prosperous 

60 

61 

62 

Ibid, 24 March 1894. 
,/ /I 

Horsfield, "CcaYJ,,,,,;c V,:ab;/,':J I po.rnM. 

Cyclopedia , f· ~33. 
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Yorkshire farmer, Batty had been employed on first arriving 

in Canterbury on the Westerfield estate, and then on 

o. Cameron's Springfield estat~. From his savings he had 

bought a threshing mill, and later another, and then a 

combine. By 1883, he had been able to rent a farm on an 

estate, and was doing considerable contract work. He 

finally rented "Craigielea Farm 11 of 1,350 acres, built himself 

a two-storeyed farmhouse,.and ran 3,5000 sheep on his 

63 · property. Such men were generally content to gain wealth, 

and seem to have had little thought for social aspirations, 

unless pushed by ambitious wives. 

Within the cockatoo class there was, then, considerable 

mobility, and life for many was certainly no endless drudge. 

For those who could spare a shilling or two there were 

abundant entertainments. Frequent companies of strolling 

players visited the country townships, such·as the "Cockatoo 

Variety" with a programme of "Mystery, Fun and Mirth 11 •
64 

For those of a more sober frame of mind there were popular 

lectures, often illustrated by the magic lantern and "oxy

ether lime-light", such as was offered by Messrs G.R. Hart 

and S.H. Seager from Christchurch in May, 1894 when they 

were to65 

"give their celebrated lecture on 'Old Canterbury' 
By the aid of the oxy-ether light and a powerful 
lantern Messrs Hart and Seager a.re enabled to 
reproduce valuable pictures and photos of the state 
of things existing in the good old days of the 
Canterbury settlement ..• " 

Touring drama groups offered regular theatre, if often 

of melodramatic standards, such as that presented by the 

6 3 ,,,,... f, - r · b v' h '' b Macdonald, vie ,011.::.7 o-f t..-Mfe" IASJ' u"uyi;ya ;es-, Canter ury Museum 
Library, card B225, Joseph Batty. 

6£1 Graham, G.W., & Chapple, L.J.B., Ellesmere County, ChCh,1965. 

65 Guardian, 10 May 1894. 
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o'Orsay Ogden Company which opened its Ashburton season in 

Juty, 1890 with a performance of "Bleak House 11 •
66 Amateur 

theatricals and concerts were often given in town halls and 

schools. In March, 1890, for example, in the South Rakaia 

Town Hall, "the Dixon brothers, Mr Boulnois 11 , and others 

performed a pianoforte duet and several farces. 67 For a 

shilling in 1896 one could attend a Social Tea and Song 

service in the Primitive Church, and hear ".Miss Sears 11 singing 

solos,· duets, and quartets from "The Messiah 11 ,. "Elijah 11 , and 

so on. In June, 1892, the Waterton district prepared to have 

a "tea, concert and ball in aid of the Library". It was 

quite common for such festivities to be mounted for some 

useful or charitable purpose, and they offered opportunities 

for large-scale social mingling. For the Waterton affair68 

"The young ladies of the distiict are arranging for 
the tea tables in their usual excellent style, and 
altogether, with fine weather, there should be a large 
gathering." 

Mutual Improvement and Social Clubs in such townships as 

Rakaia and Ruapuna provided a chance for regular contact 

between farmers and the more active minds amongst the landless 

groups, and mounted programmes of "improving" lectures and 

social evenings. Added to such amusements were sports, from 

poaching game on the local estate, to riding behind the gentry 

(if one could afford the horse and trappings) on a hunt. 

The daily concerns and preoccupations of these people 

were their farms, their families, death, birth, schooling, 

66 Ibid, 30 July 1890. 

67 Ibid, 31 March 1890. 

68 Ibid, 7 June 1892. 
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religion and gossip. If they were literate, they expressed 

· these concerns in long rambling letters, written in an 

uncertain hand, and with a vigorous disregard for conventions 

of spelling. One April a small farmers wife from near 

waterton shared her preoccupations when she wrote 69 

"I was pleased to hear you have some neighbours ther 
about it is so nice to have someone to go too if you 
are wanting anything I am so glad you like the place 
I hope the school is b~gan that will be such a good 
thing for you I supose your 2 oldest could go now I 
hope Dear friend y·ou will get booth post Office and 
Church it is very nice to have good books to read at 
home but one does want.to go to Church sometimes to 
hear the word of God preached. I think it is such at 
help heavenward as we want bread for our bodies so we 
w~nt food for our souls." 

Many farmers bore a burden of problems. Some were _sensational, 

and resulted more in a rapid flurry of gossip than sustained 

discomfort. Such an incident occurred in 1891, when the son 

of a well-to-do farmer near Rakaia allegedly raped one of his 

father's servant girls after a dance. 70 But while such 

incidents might ruin a family's respectability for a while, 

a much more insidious threat was that of financial ruin. 

Reliable figures to show the financial position of small 

farmers are difficult to come by. It is certain that, beyond 

the fluctuations of weather and markets, the greatest single 

bogey hanging over the yeoman farmer was the old problem of 

rural indebtedness to creditor merchants and firms in the 

towns, or, in the case of Ashburton county, often to the 

local gentry. The gentry themselves often had to wrestle with 

mortgages, but enjoyed bank or stock and station agency 

assistance, while for many small farmers, with little 

collateral, and no friends in high places, they were often a 

69 Letter written by H.J. Edge, at Watert.on, 31 April 1897, 
copy in Canterbury Museum Library. 

70 Guardian, 1 July 1891. 
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perpetual burden. An example can be seen in one small 

property which was freeholded originally in 1871 by a farmer, 

sold to another in 1878, when it·was mortgaged by the new 

owner to a local landowner, L. Kennaway (called "gentleman" 

in the records). In 1881, the farmer managed to discharge 

the mortgage, but only to re-mortgage it in the next year to 

another landowner, J.C. Helmore (also called 11 gentleman 11 ). 

In 1896 1 the farmer sold the property to another small man, 

who was able to discharge the mortgage (it is interesting- to 

notice the differentiation in the official records between 

"J.C. Helmore, Esqre", and the farmer, called simply "Mr 

Henry Wright") • 71 

Those farmers who. did not possess freehold farms, but 

instead rented farms from the gentry, or government, merely 

si:.ilisti tuted problems of rent-raising for problems of 

mortg.aging. In 1890, for example, one farmer, Edward 

McAnulty, who rented a farm from M. Friedlander on the Dundas 

estate, found himself unable to raise the year's rent. Then, 

under a clause in the tenancy agreemeni, he had to abandon 

the farm at the end of the financial year, and leave behind 

the crop "then in stack, upon the land, as security for the 

rent." By this means, he appears to have lost all the fruit 

of his year's cropping to his landlora. 72 

But the picture was not one of unredeemed troubles, as 

has already been pointed out. The larger the farm, the 

greater the ability to cope, and the well-to-do man with 

eight or nine hundred acres could afford to be genial as he 

presided over barons of beef at his dinner table. One 

historian has recently concluded that the gradual spread of 

71 Records of the Lands & Deeds Registry, Christchurch. This 
.property was Crown Grant K/89. 

72 9ua~.dj.:.~!:2. 17 ,July l89CL 
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innovations occurred through all levels of the rural 

hierarchy, and the small farmers gradually "were able to 

embrace these new developments 11 to their profit. 73 Another 

historian cites one farm as being typical of the cockatoo 

properties of the period, with 6 horses, 10 cows, a bull, 

25 sheep for domestic consumption, 2 sows, and poultry. 

Income was earned from 125 acres of crop (wheat, turnips, 

barley and peas) and five head of cattle of clover pastures, 

together with the sale of sheepskins, eggs. vegetables, 

farrows of swine, calves, and butter, giving a gross annual 

return of b743. Expenses included such items as extra 

labour at harvest, a ploughman, threshing, horse feed, 

blacksmithing~ loan of machinery, road rates,. and seed - a 

total outlay of b251. On top of this, a rent of ±1200 was 

paid to the landlord family (probably the Griggs of Longbeach), 

leaving a net annual profit to the farmer and his wife of 

:S293. 74 

· This is by no means a picture of grinding poverty -

indeed a clear income of I:i290 was equal to that of any men 

who enjoyed a "superior" rank in life, such as many of the 

clergy, and salaried public se~vants. That the average, 

middle farmer in the county was managing to cope, and even win 

some success, was asserted in a report given by the 11 Yeoman 11 ,. 

the regular farming reporter in the Weekly Press, who was, 

it must be noted, prone to optimism. In 1891, in his 

"Ashburton Farm Notes", he wrote that 

11 The 'prevailing depression' has been a pretty general 
topic of conversation for several years past; but my 
own impression is that there has not been much real 
cause to complain of the general state of affairs in 

7 3 S i,L ; r I ' . ,, 4 8 tewart, oncts·ceipe 1=..v'1J v<-r,or. 1 p. _ . 

7 tl chapter 7~ 
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the Ashburton district, for there are many signs of 
improvements going on, on the various farms 
th~oughout the county, and I venture to state that, 
take them as a whole, our farmers are making a bit of 
clear headway year after year. Many of them used to 
ride into Ashburton on market days in drays, but these 
slow travelling vehicles have in most cases given 
place to buggies and well-got-up light spring carts, 
drawn by well-conditioned, quick-stepping horses. 
Many of the old cob houses have given way to roomy, 
well-built and comfortably furnished dwellings; good 
stables and good granaries have, in numbers of instances, 
been built, and in travelling round and through the 
farming districts one sees plenty of evidence, that, 
in spite of all drawbacks, plodding industry is having 
its sure and certain effect, and the farms are coming 
out a bit to the good year after year. They are a hard
working, thrifty class, and may good seasons and good 
prices keep them company for a few years. 11 75 

Most of the farmers were "quiet, plodding, hard working, 

unostentatious, 11 or 11 steady, careful, hardworking men 11 •
76 

They farmed for long hours under the Canterbury sun, freeholded 

ti:eir fe,.,,1 acres of land, reared their numerous offspring, 

- poached and hunted, and ofi occasion, rose to declare the rights 

of nurnbers as above those of propert~y7. They \Vere parochial 

in outlook, and if interested in religion, earnest, narrow, 

and dog~atic - many adhered to the less genteel sects such as 

c,!ethodism, and Roman Catholicism. Some of them enjoyed a 

well-to-do life-style. It was contained in the gabled two

storeyed farm houses such as J. Carters 1 "Grove Farm" near 

rn• ld 77 d h I ~inwa , an J. Coe ranes 11 nice 11 villa-style homestead, 

set in its pleasant grounds, on the side of a stream near 

f' 1 • 78 ~'1aKa.nui • Many more managed to win a steady prosperity 

and, at the bottom of the farming hierarchy, even the very 

75 Weekly Press, 1 April 1891, p.23. 

76 Canterbury Times, 8 July .1887, and 18 April 1889. 

77 Bayliss, E.R., Tinwald - A Canterbury Plains Settlement, 
Timaru,1970. This book contains useful descriptions of life 
amongst the cockatoo class around Tinwald, with particular 
descriptions of nGrove Farm". 

78 Weekly Press, 8 May 1891, p.24. 
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poor did not entirely lack opportunities to improve their 

position, given favourable circumstances. 

2. The Landless Poor. 

Little has been written about the landless poor, in 

spite of the fact that they were the largest single group in 

most rural distr·icts of the South Island, and '\vhole regiments 

of men" were employed by such properties as "the magnificent 

estates of Longbeach, Lagmhor, 1179 and the many others in the 

county. This is not altogether surprising. Many, if not 

most of the common labourers of the county were illiterate, 

products of an age which had only recently passeq. in which 

education was neither free nor compulsory. Even since the 

creation of a free primary education system, many had 

succeeded in partially or wholly evading its net, and in the 

'nineties there were still many parents who preferred to keep 

their children at home, or restrict attendance in order to 

use their labour. Consequently, while the cockatoo has taken 

his place in his -0ountry's literature, the workers and 

servants that outnumbered him have passed into obscurity. 

And what. has been written of the landless workers has been 

limited to remarks or anecdotes dealing with their quaint and 

comical ways, written from a "gentrocentic" viewpoint. 80 Or, 

at the other extreme, by political speakers or writers of the 

time who chose to portray them as a great discontented and 

oppressed servile class, c13.mouring for land and independence, 

held down by low wages, and thirsting for the "bursting up" 

79 Canterbury Times, 11 September 1890, p.34. 

80 A good example of this is found in Promenade, 
pp.417-18,with its description of ."Robertson" with his 
"rusty beard'', quaint views about weddings, and predilection 
for "dirge-like coronachs 11 • 
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of the g-reat estates. The anecdotal attitude towards the 
. 

workers is probably an accurate reflection of the feelings 

of most landowners for their 11 people". And at least one 

landowner, A.E. Peache of Mt Somers Station, thought "the 

best 11 ·workers 11 are. quite satisfied", and "a few agitators 

here are making a great noise, but the wages are too good 

to leave much room for complaint. 1181 

In the face of such conscious or unconscious part.iality 

on all sides, the paucity of factual written information, and 

the wide range of people embraced by the category "landless 

poor", it is once again difficult to make generalisations when 

discussing them. The status and condition of the landless 

worker in lowlands Ashburton varied from person to person, 

locality to locality, and period to period. 'I1he prosperous 

cockatoo who hired two or three workers on his farm tended 

naturally to fraternize with them, shared their labour, and 

dealt with. them on a roughly egalitarian basis. The great 

landed proprietor who employed much larger labour forces, 

and for whom the workers were handled by an overseer, 

naturally knew his labourers less well - but once again 

there were variations. 

Certainly, workers were expected to earn their bread. 

Ploughmen, for example, (nearly every farm of over 100 acres 

employed at least one ploughman) 82 spent a fifteen-hour 

81 Gray, C., Quiet with the Hills, Christchurch, 1970, 
pp.99-100. This book is a collation of Peache's papers. 
(!.,_1ofd,'c,,1s· given in this text were written by Pe ache. 

82 Thompson, B .J .G., ''The Canterbury Farm Labouren1 Dispute'.' 
1907-8, M.A. Thesis1 Canterbury University, 

1967, p.9. 
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working day from 5.30 a.rn. to 8.30 p.m., in the paddocks, 

and tending their teams. For such hours, workers received 

83 wages ranging from about f:!25 to f:!50 per annum. Seasonal 

and casual workers lived an even more rigorous and insecure 

existence. The biggest demands for such labour were in 

the threshing season, beginning in January, when travelling 

mills, each employing a dozen men or so, and usually owned 

by large farmers or millowners, travelled the dusty hedge

lined roads of the county, and provided a great deal of 

(temporarily) lucrative employment. In summer also the 

shearing and harvesting seasons began, and for a few months 

there ·was an enormous demand for cheap labour. This was 

filled by men who spent the rest of the year in a precarious 

combination of odd jobs, where they could be found, living 

off savings accumulated from the previous season, or in 

penury. Most workers tried to get employment with farmers 

rather than on the estates of the gentry, in spite of the 

.fact that "the evidence does not support the impressions 

current among farm labourers that wages on small farms were 

better than on large ones. 11 Accommodation on small farms was 

certainly better than that on estates, as were food and 

general living conditions, and workers were "often treated as 

84 one of the family" by small farmers. 

The effects of their uncertain labour on the workers 

themselves was variable and in many cases must remain unknown. 

83 

84 

It is interesting to note that such wages, even when 
translated into terms of modern currency, still appear 
v~ry small. The pound of the 'nineties must be multiplied 
by about 25 to give the dollar of the mid-1970s. This 
means that labourers were earning sums equivalent to only 
$600 to $1,200 a year. In the 'nineties, a landed 
gentleman with only a small estate would be making at least 
$25,000 a year in modern terms, virtually tax free. 

JU fl 

Thompson., Grrn lG<be:>h/',J, p. 10. 
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There were many of the landless poor who passed through their 

life without leaving any public mark. One such man, who 

had occupied the comparatively secure position of carpenter 

on G.A • .McLean Buckley's Lagmhor estate, left on his death 

only a few meagre possessions, as recorded by Buckley's 

manager for the Deputy Official Assignee in Ashburton: 85 

11 1 wooden Box containing 
sundry clothing 
carpet bag 
Silver _hun~in9 watch (John Hislop Dunedin No.75465) 
Cash 17/- in silver 
Banknotes, receipt for payment of funeral expenses 

including certificate of purchase of plot is also sent 
you, also Key of Box." 

Their attitudes to life and work must remain unknown. 

But election meetings showed that many workers were resentful, 

or ar~bitious, and longed for the chance to establish their 

own small farm. They complained of the evil of an nold-

worldn system of agriculture, where the many seemed to toil 

for the profit of the few. Chances to improve their lot, 

and rise into the smallholding class of farmers were not 

entirely lacking. Often benevolently-motivated landed 

proprietors would assist deserving labourers_ in setting 

themselves up on a_ farm bought or rented from the estate. 

Such a case, possibly exceptional, occurred when J. Cathcart' 

Wason of Corwar sold a farmlet outright to one "John Spring 

of Barrhill Laborer" in 1896. 86 Other labourers were lucky 

enough to gain other forms of assistance, ~uch as Smith, 

who had been errployed on E.H. Dobson's Ilesworth estate at 

85 This letter dated 12 September, is contained in the 
Lagmhor Letter Book in the possession of Mr J. Blair, 
Lagmhor, No.1 R.D. Ashburton. 

86 From information provided by the Lands & Deeds Registry, 
Christchurch, 17 October 1973. The transfer of title on 
this small rural lot was made on 12 October 1896. 
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10/- a week, and who had drawn a section in the Cheviot 

ballot of 1894, 87 and thus gained independence from the 

\vhims of employers. For many· of the restless there appears 

to have been some chance for the fulfilment of their 

ambitions, even if only by migrating to the North Island 

to break in a bush farm. 

There were compensations to working as a farm labourer. 

Many workers were housed by the master, fed by him, and 

some felt security and an attachment to the estate and 

family. There was also ample opportunity on the estates 

for higher abilities to be rewarded. The foreman and 

overseer, often with complete day-today charge of the 

·estate, along with the blacksmith and wheelwright, the 

head shepherd and the coachman, the cooks, domestics and 

nurses, all enjoyed varying pmd tions of respect and 

authority, both over their fellow employees and in the 

eyes of their employers. On stations such as Longbeach and 

Langley, there existed an esprit de corps, where all strove 

to get in a good crop and were all equally proud of their 

success. The workers' lives moved in time with the station 

bell, the rhythm of working gangs in the fields under the 

direction of the overseer, and the performance of regular, 

familiar tasks with tools provided for them. Many must 

have been placid cogs in the agricultural factory of the 

great estate. 

It was certainly in the interests of the large landowners 

to believe so. To a certain extent, many seem to have 

believed their society had taken a step back into time, 

towards a simpler, romanticised, less compl.icated age, 

87 Cresswell, D., The Story of Cheviot, Christchurch, 1951. 
pp.141-2. 
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already an anachronism in Europe. Ashburton landowners, 

such as one scion of the Hart family of Winchmore estate, 

who wrote of Canterbury as "one of the most romantic 

schemes of colonization that perhaps was ever projected in 
88 · ' modern times", could afford to believe this. But in 

the 'nineties, the present caught up with the county. The 

reformed franchise, the Labour strikes and disputes of 1890, 

and the "bad change in Government, the Radical Party 

having come into power, which is a bad thing for property1189 

complained of by one Ashburton landed gentleman, along with 

the new social legislation of the period, all seemed to 

amount to a "liberal revolution". Although modern scholarship 

tends to underrate this process, it seemed dramatic to the 

men of the time. Certainly expectations for the landless 

poor ~ust -have risen considerablyo The early 'nineties 

were years of some suspense., when the "old order" and lhe 

old relationships appeared to be in a state of dissolution 

and readjustment. 

3. The Notables. 

Syrnpotomatic of this social flux was the apparent 

growth of an 11 alternative oligarchy", formed by the fusion 

of prominent and rising elements in both rural and urban 

communities in the county. The steady growth of Ashburton 

t·om1 had led to the concentration of a good deal of wealth 

there, shared by merchants, rusinessmen, and representatives 

of the professions. The parallel intensification of 

settlement of the plains had in addition created the group 

88 Hart, G.R., Stray Leaves From the Early History of 
Canterbury, Christchurch, 1887, p.50. 

8 9 Gray, Q1,'d f/,ll.r- 7 p. 9 6. 
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of prosperous cockatoo farmers, Neither group enjoyed the 

prestige, the leisure, the homogeneity, or the "manner born" 

characteristic of most of the gentry. The apparent 

existence of a "land monopoly" by the gentry, with its 

attendant domination of most local government, colonial 

representation, justiceships of the peace, and strong 

connections with the metropolis, seems to have led to the 

creation and development of new "bourgeois" institutions. 

The gentry, entrenched securely behind its nearly 

endogamous marriage circle, and living an urbane.life-style 

between town and country houses, was a difficult group to 

enter, unless the aspirant possessed very great wealth, 

as did the nevus homo 1 D. Cameron. This meant that the rich 

farmer, the successful merchant, and the leading lawyer·or 

doctor, allied to form a secondary elite group, which ran in 

tandem with the gentry, filling in the gaps left by the 

county families, and creating its own alternative 

institutions. 

~ 'I'he gentry generally engrossed the higher politics of 

the county - parliamentary representation in Wellington was 

almost invariably a gentry perquisite, as was the chairmanship 

of the county council, a good deal of its membership, and 

the leadership of the road boards. This left considerable 

90 room for a group of notables, however. They tended to 

90 The term "notable". is a tentative suggestion, rather than 
a proven fact. There was a large group of well-to-do Men 
in the borough and county who played prominent roles, but 
who were clearly distinct from the closed society of the 
large landowners. They seem to have had a good deal of 
contact with one another, and the columns of the Guardian 
give the impression that these well-to-do families formed 
a coherent group immediately below the "gentry". More 
numerous, and less distinctive than-the gentry, they do not 
seem to have been aware of themselves as a group, but would 
probably have called themselves simply "the successful 11 , or 
the "well-to-do". I suggest the term "notables" for them 
as an indication of the wider, and active role they played 
in local affairs. 
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~onopolise the school committees, and participated in the 

road boards along with the gentry. In addition, an 

increasing number of county councillors were notables, and 

the borough council, whose importance grew with the years, 

was an unassailable notable stronghold. They also developed 

social bodies for their own benefit, and the doings of 

these bourgeois groups seldom were impinged.upon by the gentry, 

as is shown by lists of membership and patrons. Bastions 

of the notables were the Orange Lodge, the Caledonian 

society, Freemasonry, and various sporting clubs. The

Horticultural Society was another. such group, and the 

Volunteer Fire Brigade was organised under notable auspices. 

Names such as those of A. Orr, J. Bland, H.A. Gates, J.& T. 

Sealy, T. Bullock, R. Friedlander, W.H. Rule, and the like 

figured large in local affairs. An increasing number 

possessed justiceships of the peace, such as D. Thomas, 

A. Harrison, D. Williamson, W.G. Rees, and several others. 

An example of a notable par excellence was G.W. Leadley. 

He came from a farming family that had originated in 

Yorkshire, and his father farmed in the $elwyn county. 

Leadley had married a Prebbleton farmer's daughter in 1881, 

and bought "Valverde Farm" near Wakanui. He rapidly 

became ore of the most prominent farmers and notables in the 

county through his participation in county politics (as a 

county councillor, and member of the Wakanui road board), a~ 

a militant prohibitionist and leader of that movement in 

Ashburton, and as the president of the,Farmers' Union. 

Leadley was a tough, energetic, hard-headed man, who wrote 

once of a Department of Agriculture inspector as a "whiskey-· 

soaking crawler", and who was an aggressive Primitive 
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As the decade advanced, there is some evidence of 

increasing cooperation between notables and gentry. As 

early as 1894, for instance, three eminent members of the 

gentry worked on a basis of ·equality with prominent 

notables to organise a new society, the Ashburton Polo 

Club. This body, which one would expect to be very much a 

gentry preserve, in fact mingled land~d magnate with man 

of business or medicine in an unusual way. J.C.N. Grigg of 

Longbeach was patron, G.A. McLean Buckley of Lagmhor and 

R.W. Hart of Winchmore were vice-presidents, and all the 

92 other officers, including the president, were notables. 

Perhaps the essentially egalitarian nature of such sports 

encouraged a mingling not otherwise common. Hunting was 

also an important means of intercourse between the gentry 

and other prominent groups, and large landowners often 

acted as patrons of other sporting clubs, even if they did 

not participate actively. 

But for the most part, a clear-cut distinction still 

remained at the end of the period. It was underlined by 

the strengthening of such 11 notable" institutions as the 

Ashburton Club, which in 1891 moved into new buildings - a 

"two-story building, with a strong hint of the Gothic in its 

style of architecture 11 • 93 Set in landscaped grounds, with 

an "Italianate" portico, the rooms of this building were 

designed specifically for use by 11 merchants", and "big 

farmers", and the like. It included such facilities as a 

91 Guardian, 20 February 1919. 

92 /b:d. , 9 February, 1894. 

93 Ibid., 11 February 1891. 
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"commercial room" in addition to the more usual reading,-room, 

library, billiards room, card and chess room, "bar parlour", 

and lecture room. In addition, a room was provided for the 

"ladies 11 of the farmers to relax while their husbands 

conducted their business about the borough. 

Notable families, even in the depressed 'nineties, 

increasingly enjoyed the trappings of wealth and ease which 

had previously been limited to the gentry. Ostentatious 

display became common - best shown by architecture. No 

Ashburton merchants possessed town houses in Christchurch, 

but many erected costly residences around the borough, and_ 

surrounded them with extensive ornamental grounds, lakes, 

tennis and croquet courts, peacocks, and the other badges of 

wealth. Such a house was built in 1893 by a prominent 

- medical prati tioner, who also owned a small farm. His 

residence was considered "a handsome two storeyed brick· 

building with outbuildings and stables". It was vaguely 

classical on the outside, but rendered in rich brick fir~d 

at Longbeach, contained fourteen rooms, and its front door 

11 ,,vhich opens into a fine roomy hall, is made of real 

English oak. 1194 

In these substantial houses the notables began to 

emulate the good life, as glimpsed in the big country 

homesteads and town houses\1 of the .gentry, or as read about 
. 1· ' 

in "Home 11 papers and·· magaif~~s :J They held garden parties. 

One took place in 1892 in the grounds of the vicarage of 

St Stephen's Anglican Church, the vicar of which was a 

93 Ibid., 11 February 1891. 

94 Ibid., 8 November 1893. The man in question was Dr Leahy, 
whose initials, antecedents, and subsequent career are 
uncertain. 
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member of notable rather than gentry society. No gentry 

family, except the Coxes, whose status was ambivalent 

anyway, attended this function, the guests all being 

wealthy town families or large farmers of the better sort. 95 

This was in spite of the fact that the parish embraced country

side up to the foothills. At another time, a local 

newspaper spoke of the prospect of a garden party "to be 

held at .Mr John Orr 1 s residence tomorrow afternoon." It 

went on to say that "sedate matrons, matter-of-fact fathers, 

with a lot of merry swains and maidens,· are longing for a 

bright sunny day. 11 The party was successful, and took place 

at the Orr's large house 11 Hakatere", situated a little 

way out in the countryside. Amongst its planlations, 

shrubberies and lawns the families of_ the notable_s played 

quoits, cricket, tennis, croquet, supped on strawberries and 

cream, or simply strolled about in th~ shade. 96 

Even more ado was made over weddings, with their form and 

display. One took place in 1892, between A.J. Tyrell-Baxter, 

prominent Ashburton printer, and Miss .Mary Campbell Boyle, 

at the Presbyterian Church. Here "the presents were 

numerous, and some exceedingly chaste and valuable." The 

report of this affair in the local newspaper was appended 

with a list of people present, with painstaking details of 

- h . 97 t.eir dress. Such snobbery was rampant in the 'nineties, 

and gained a fillip when the gentry occasionally lent 

further ton to notables' proceedings, as occurred at another 

wedding in 1890. On this occasion the manager of the Hart 

family's estates, Matthew Stitt, was marrying a .Miss Kidd, 

95 Ibid., 14 January 1892. 

96 Ibid., 4 December 1895. 

97 Ibid., 27 Februari 1892. 



47 

from a prominent merchant family in the borough. The Harts 

turned out in force to patronize this wedding, and their 

gifts headed the list detailed in the newspaper. Mrs Hart 

gave a silver teapot, Mrs Robert Hart a ubutter dish in 

silver and oak - very chaste", Mrs Arthur Hart silver jam 

spoons, and Mrs Charles Hart a gold bracelet for the bride. 

"Mrs Dr Leahy" vied with them in presenting a silver epergne, 

and a long list of merchant and professional, and some large 

farming families followed in the newspaper report. 98 

The other major source of status in 'nineties society 

was "travel", particularly to the fountain-heads of culture 

and polish, England and Europe, in that order. The trip 

"Home" imparted some of the glamour of that far land to 

those who made it, and while the gentry often lived an 

almost commuter existence between Britain and New Zealand, 

notable families departed for their once~in-a-lifetime 

pilgrimage with considerable pomp and circumstance . 

.Ashburton matrons and patrons joined the prosperous 

bourgeoisie that thronged the second saloons of the Ne\17 

Zealand Steamship Company's Liners, gawked at Tower Bridge 

and Windsor 1 and bought porcelain and paintings to add to 

the clutter in their suburban "villas 11 • Their departures 

were diligently reported in the local press, together, often, 

with their send-offs. In 1892 a party at the Tinwald Hotel 

farewelled the Gates family of "Grove Farm" as they prepared 

to leave for a tour of Europe. 99 In another year, a typical 

entry read, 11 Mr and Mrs Thomas Wilson, of Beach Farm, 

Wakanui, left this morning for Christchurch, en route for 

98 Ibid., 19 December, 1890. 

99 Ibid., 7 May 1892. 
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the old country, where they intend to spend the English 

11 100 ,... h · f summer. ;.:,Orne, sue as tl1e James Browns o Netherby Farm, 

wak.anui, were only able to attain the lesser dignity of a 

trip to Australia in the summer of 1892,lOl while the Scotts, 

Ashburton merchant people, embraced that continent in their 

grand tour to Britain and Europe, 102 in the same year. 

But the notables were not gentry. They might strive 

after "appearances", but the source of their wealth was 

either urban, or won from personal farming. Few had inherited 

status, or enjoyed the advantages of birth and education that 

were commonplace amongst the large landed families, and many 

belonged to non-Establishment minorities, such as -dissenter 

religious sects, Roman Catholicism, and friendly societies. 

Many came from very humble origins indeed, and most had 

their roots in solid, respeptable, but distinctly un-

aristocratic farming or shopk_eeping families. A very rare 

case of absorption into the gentry did occur - such as that 

of Max Friedlander - but only if the aspirant was prepared to 

embrace the sporting, fundamentally conservative stance of 

the majority of the landed gentry. This meant that the 

notables were possibly an agent of transition. They spawned 

a large new group of educated, affluent, liberal sons and 

daughters, whose prosperity did not immediately transform 

them into Tories. A group appears to have come into 

existence which had the power to govern, and the abilities, 

but yet which was prepared to tolerate or even inaugurate 

reform. Without the establishment of such groups, the long 

100 Ibid., 17 May 1894. 

101 Ibid., 25 January 1892. 

102 Ibid., 9 March 1892. 
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era of Reform Government, based on the alliance of rich 

farmers, urban bourgeois, and the descendents of the "gentry" 

would not have been possible. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

THE LANDED GENTLEMEN 

I THE FORMATION OF THE GENTRY GROUP 

1. Origins 

The fifty or so men who possessed large estates in 

Ashburton county consisted of two distinct groups; these 

were, to borrow the terminology of the time, the "pukkah", 

and the "non-pukkahn men. The first group, dominant 

numerically, set the "tone" of gentry life, and comprised 

men from upper and upper-middle strata in Britain. The 

second group consisted of men who had, by means to be 

traced in more detail below, risen from more or less 

ambivalent social positions to enter the gentry group, and 

embraced its ethos. 

A detailed analysis of the origins of Ashburton's 

landed gentlemen reveals the heavily "establishment" 

character of most of them before they ever set foot on the 

soil of the county. (Figure 1) They can be grouped by 

-class, a.nd by nationality. The criteria for social 

classification reflect the attitudes of the time, and not 

of the present, so that the profe::si.ons are generally 

ranked lower than landowning.. Three groups are recognised: 

upper, middle and 'iower. The 11 upper 11 group includes not 

only the scions of aristocracy and the landed gentry, but 

also sons of great mercantile families, and the upper clergy, 

who were accepted in all respects in nineteenth-century 

British society as "upper class 11 • The "middle" group is 
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made to include all those below this rank with any pretensions 

to being "gentlemenlf, and embraces the sons of professional 

men, the lower clergy, yeoman farmers' sons, small gentry, 

former drapers, and engineers. The "lower" group includes 

·those who formerly occupied ranks in the lower-middle or 

"better 11 lower class groups, now generally called "middling 

sorts" in social history. These men possessed none of the 

education and other marks of status enjoyed by the middle 

and upper groups. 

·' To have one's family registered and "pedigreed" in the 

great tomes such as Burke1 indicated that one was well and 

truly entrenched in the "Upper Few Hundred" families of the 

British realm; those Ashburton men whose families werefuus 

honoured are indicated by the addition of the word Burke to 

their social classification. 

Such a classification is by no means inflexible, or 

prescriptive, and must leave some room for doubt. The 

Casters, for example, al though classified here as "middle 11 , 

_ could possibly be called "upper". Their father was only a 

provincial doctor, but their mother came from a great 

"county 11 family, they enjoyed many connections and relat;Lons 

with Burke families, were brought up in gentry modes, and 

both married Burke wives. In their life style and in their 

accepted position in Devon society, they were "upper class". 

On the other hand, a good case could be made for down-

grading William White from "uppern to nmiddle 11 ; his antecedents 

1 I have used here the History of the Landed Gentry of Great 
Britain and Ireland, London, 1882, the Dictionary of the 
Peerage and Baronetage, London, 1885, and A Genealogical 
and Heraldic History of the Colonial Gentry, Burke, 
London,1895. Other such books were Fairbairn's Book of 
Crests, Debr~tt 1 s, and Muskett's Manorial Families. 
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were English landed gentry, but his father had had to make 

his cw11 Wct_y in Cctute:r:bury, . and the W'nites were still 

relatively parvenu in local society, with an ambivalent 

2 
status. 

Of fifty-one men who owned estates in the period, the 

majority, some twenty-nine, or 57%, belonged to the upper 

classes. Another twenty, or 39%, originated from the middle 

classes, and only two, or 4%, were drawn from the "middling 

sorts". It is significant that not one of the landed gentry 

had risen from ranks any more obscure than this; there was 

not a single instance of a "poor labourer who made good" -

many had become farmers, but none had become gentry. 

Classification by national origins is simpler, although 

even here there is some doubt. Ivan Rankin Colineus 

Cunninghame-Graham, for instance, had an English father, but 

his mother was a Polish noblewoman. Frederic de Cartaret 

Malet originated in the Channel Islands, and the seigneurial 

families of his ancestry included a great deal of French 

blood in their veins. Nevertheless, I have classed both 

these men as English, for in all their manners and ways 

they were archetypal "county" gentry, their exotic ancestries 

undetectable in their ways of life and attitudes. 

Of the fifty-one men, no fewer than thirty-three, or 

65%, were English. Another eleven, or 22%, were Scottish, 

three (6%), Irish (although significantly, not one was a 

true native Irish-catholic), another three were born in New 

Zealand, and one born in France. Comparisons with the 

2 For much of the biographical information through this 
chapter I have used ~e Macdonald "Dictionary of 
Canterbury Biographies~ 
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colonial figures for the period are interesting; by 1896 

63% of the population was New Zealand-born, less than 2% 

born in non-British countries, and the remainder in 

riletropoli tan Britain or other colonies. 3 This seems to imply 

an excessive Britishness in Ashburton's landed society, 

with its mere 6% of landowners born in New Zealand. The 

explanation, however, is simple; the colonising generation 

had not yet, in most cases, disappeared. A great many 

Ashburton estates in the 'nineties were populated by ageing 

patriarchs who had founded the family fortunes, and were now 

surrounded by numerous middle-aged, New Zealand-born sons 

and daughters who only awaited the death of the parent. In 

other words, probably more than 40% of the members of the 

landed gentry were still largely British-born. 

Certainly, the number of English gentry considerably 

outweighed the number of Scots, and justifies the editor of 

the Triad who wrote in 1895 that4 

nFolk in Ashburton are for the most part 'quite 
English, you know', and j.t is like an oasis in the 
desert to encounter a belated Scot there." 

The core of the landed gentry in Ashburton was, then, 

bo-th English, and upper or upper-middle class. Scots and 

Irish, and the middle classes, were prominent minorities, 

but form the secondary group in the gentry, the group of 

people who emulated the former, and adopted its conventions. 

A generous leavening of true aristocracy maintained the 

c:.istinctiveness of this group from all other classes in the 

county, registered both in the Landed Gentry and Peerage of 

3 The Census of 1896 showed that of the white population of 
703,000, N.Z.-born were 442,000, the total number born in 
British possessions 690,000, and the foreign-born 13,000. 
About 23,000 or over 3% were born in Australia. 

4 Quotecl. in Guardian 2 December 1895. 
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Burke, as well as the more recent Colonial Gentry,with all 

their comfortirg badges of armorial bearings, pedigrees, 

titles and so on. Twelve.men, or some 24% of the landed 

magnates, belonged to Burke families, and in addition there 

were many more {such as the Lyttletons, the Moorhouses, 

and the Cathcart Wasons) who enjoyed close connections by 

marriage or ancestry with extant Burke families.· 

Figure 1 

ESTATE 

Rev.Albert :&iward Alington, 
John Ballantyne, 
Duncan Carreron JP, 
.Matb.'l.ew Ingle Browne II, 
Edward Chaµnan JP, 
William Chisnall, 
Edward Stafford Coster J.l?, 
Hon.John IBwis Coster M •. H.R., 
Charles Percy Cox, 
Peter Cunningham, 
Ivan Rankin Colineus 

Cunninghame-Graham, 
John Dean..s, 
Edward Dobson, 
Peter Drt.nm.ond, 
Rev.Jobn Elrnslie DD, 
Max Friedlander, 
Edward Mallaby Goodwin, 
Hon.John Grigg JP,M.H.R., 
Hon.George William Hart M.H.R., 
Cyril Gccdricke Hawdon JP, 
Joseph Cornish Helmore, 
David Gordon Holmes JP, 
Hon.John Alexander Holmes 

M.H.R., 
Hon.Charles John Harper 

JP, M.P.G., 
Henry Hamilton Loughnan, 
Alexander Duncan .Mcilraith JP, 
James Archibald Mcilrait.11, 
Andrav .McFarlane 
Frederick de Cartaret Malet, 
Col. George Ale.xander tll..aclean 

Buckley CBE, DSO, 
Rev.Charles Richard Mackie, 
David Morrow, 
Hon.capt.Hugh Percy 

Lavington 
'Ihirlstane 
Springfield 
Highbank 
Drayton 
Ohinemuri 
Somerton 
Crnlf:)ton 

Winterslo;v 
Wa:irrarama 
Ilesworth 
Lyndhurst 
Cardendale 
KoJ.n,ar 
Cracroft 
Iongbeach 
Winchrnore 
Westerfield 

Holrreslee 

Viewmount 

Hackthorne 

Auchenflower 
Auchenflower 
Glenara 
Clarewell 

Lagmhor 

.Montalto 

Mount Hutt 

CLASS 

Upper Burke 
lYiiddle 
1/:Jwer 
Upper 
Upper 
Middle 
Middle 
Middle 
Upper 
Middle 

Upper Burke 
Middle 
Middle 
Middle 
Middle 
Middle 
Upper 
Middle Burke 
Upper 
Upper Burke 
Middle 
Middle 

rtlddle 

Upper 
Upper 
Middle 
Middle 
J.Di/er 
Upper 

Upper 
Upper 
Middle 

Upper Burke Murray-Ayri..sley M.H.R., 
Eenj amin Michael Moorhouse 

I I ,JYIB I QII 1 MRCS 1 

Cap.Westcott McNab 
S'hepherds Bush Upper 

Lyttleton II, Rckeby Upper 

NATIONALI'Irlf 

English 
Scotti.sh 
Scottish 
English 
English 
English 
English 
Englisl1 
English 
Scottish 

English 
Scottish 
New Zealander 
Scottish 
Scottish 
F;rench 
English 
English 
English 
English 
English 
Anglo-Irish 

Anglo-Irish 

English. 
English 
Scottish 
Scottish 
Scottish 
English 

New Zealander 
English 
Scots-Irish 

Englis.i.11. 

English 

New Zealand.er 



capt. He_nry William Packer, 
Alfred Edward Peache JP, 
Hon.William Spence Peter M.H.R. 
Art-Jr_rr Fovmes Somerville, 
Alexander Strachey, 
Richard Strachey, 
Col.John Studholme II,JP, 
William Strange, 
sir William Jewkes Steward 

JP ,Major ,~.rr.,c, 
Charles Fran.klyn Todhunter, 
Thorras Everard Upton JP, 
Hon.Williaih Cai"1!pbell Walker 

M.H.R. ,MLC,Ql.;G, 
Hon. John Catjlcart Wason M.H.R. 
Ven.Archdeacon Jarr.es Wilson, 
Hon.Lieut,William v\ihite II, 

.M.H.R., 
Hon.Edward George Wright M.H.R. 

ESTATE 

Sanerfield 
Mount Saners 
An.arna 
The Terraces 
Maranui 
M .. -rronan 
Coldstream 
Rive.rsdale 

Earford 
Westerfield 
S'nerwood 

CLASS 

Upper 
Upper 
Upper Burke 
Upper Burke 
Upper Burke 
Upper Burke 
Upper &rte 
Middle 
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NATIONALITY 

English 
English 
Scottish 
English 
English 
English 
English 
English 

Middle Burke English 
Upper English 
Upper English 

Mount Possession Upper Burke Scottish 
Co.rwar Upper English 
Valetta Upper English 

Langley 
Windermere 

Upper 
Middle 

English 
English 

This majority "core" group can be further subdivided 

into two divisions; those who were brought up on country 

estates as scions of the landed gentry and aristocracy of 

Britain, and those who originated in gentry or upper class 

families, but who were raised.in official, military, church 

or wealthy mercantile, households. Many examples can be 

found of the former group. The Murray-Aynsleys were one 

of the county's aristrocratic families. Burke noted that 

"This family is a cadet branch of the great ducal house ·of 

Atholl 11 • Hugh Percy Murray-Aynsley of Mount Hutt was brought 

up as a younger son in the great mansion of his father at 

Underdown, in Hereford. His eldest brother became an admiral 

and was knighted. His grandfather was Lord Charles Murray

Aynsley, friend of Louis XVIII of France, and among his 

uncles and aunts were Sir Herbert and Lady Oakeley (Baronet), 

and c;;eneral Sir John and Lady Oswald, G.C.B. His great-~ 

grandfather was the Duke of Atholl. 5 

5 Burke·, s Colo:nial Gentry r p, 555. 
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Still·aristocratic, but rather less so, were the 

Stracheys, another Peerage family,-but who went back only 

to the seventeenth century. The Stracheys of Sutton Court, 

Somerset, possessed an hereditary baronetage, and the 

grandfather of the Ashburton Stracheys was a Member of 

Parliament as well as a.baronet. Their father wa:s a younger 

son, and squire of Ashwick Grove. Richard Strachey, of Maranui, 

was the eldest son and heir to-. Ashwick Grove, while Alexander 

Strachey~of Maranan, was the second son •. 

: William_Campbell Walker of Mount Possession and Valetta 

was a member of· the Scottish aristocracy .. His father was 

also registered in .the Peerage, and·.-_-was Sir. William Stuart 

Walker, CB, another former parliamentarian. John Cathcart 

Wason of Con.qar, al though not _l,isted in Burke, was also· the 

son of a Member of Parliament, and the Cathcart family were 
-·· - 6 

old Burke gentry, who lent their gloss to theWasons; 

Less prominent than,these aristocratic families were 

such solid gentry families as the Moorhouses, Cunninghame

Grahams, .Coxes, and th,eir like. The de Cartaret Malets of 

Clarewell originated in the island of Jersey, where they 

were one of the handful of ancient manorial families that 

ruled the Channel Islands., At the opposite end. of the real,m 

the McLeans, Lairds of Coll, sent out three sons· to the 

antipodes to re-establish the family wealth, which 

eventually had led to the founding of Lagmhor estate by 

7 John McLean, uncle of George A. McLean Buckl~y. The de 

Cartaret Male ts in Jersey, were weal thy and. proud; -. the 

6 Burke's_ Peerage . { no Pb.Se. nu,J:;a.r,.s .f'~ ). 
7 Vance, w., Land of Promise, Timaru 1957, p.45. 
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M.cLeans of far:more modest means and on the very edge of the 

gentry gToup; more in.the common pattern, w~re families 

such as that of Thomas Henry Potts, son of a wealthy 

landowner in Suffolk, or Henry William Packer, son of Richard 

Packer, sq~ire of Cloverton. • Charles Percey Cox· c~n serve 

as an example of such families; .his father was Capt •. L. 

Fortnum Co~ of the First Life Guards, and squire of Sandford 

Park, O.."'i.'.fordshire. ···A recent ancestor was Lord Somers, and 

the. family enjoyed many other noble·and;gentle·connections, 

together with a coat of arms •. • Arthur Fownes Somerville was 

the son of a squire, his mother-a.baronet's daughter, he 

··· was connected with. Lord .Courtenay, and the S01t1ervj.lles.' 

pedigree in Burke was traced back to the sixteenth century. 

The Studholmes were another Burke's Gentry family, but only 

recently adnii tted to its select columns •. 

Most of these men made a simple transition from landed 

society in Britain,· to landed society in New Zealand, but 

others from English landed gentry provide more interesting 

cases. The· Moorhouses ,· for instance, originated .. from an 

impeccably-pedigreed gentry family of Knottingley .Par){, 

Yorkshire, but Benjamin.Michael Moorhouse I, who founded the 

Ashburton branch of the family, • was . a younger son, .. and had 

studied medicine. For a few years he had practiced as a 

doctor in Christchurch, until he abandoned his practice and 

withdrew to his estate of Shepherds Bush in Ashburton. 

The Hplmes family also enjoyed gentry origins. The 

Holmeses had possessed a castle, in Ireland, and belonged to 

the Anglo-Irish landed gentry. Hard .times, however, had 

_ forced them to migrate to ·canterbury, and build up fortunes 

as engineers, until finally they could once again sink their 
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wealth in landed estates such as Holmeslee, Bangor, Moun~ 

Harding, and several other·s. Th_e Whites were a,nothe:r:: such 

family. They had formerly been squires in the North Country, 

with various business interests on the side to augment_their 

income, but the family fortune had been squandered.by a 

father too "fond of sport, of his violin, and of his books". 

His son, William White I, had inherited nothing more than 

breeding and the family plate, both of which he brought out 

with him to Canterbur_y, and built up another fortune in 

engineeri~g works and other business interests. His s~n, 

Willi_am White II,_ extended these, · and then sank his fortune. 

in'landed estates, including Langley in Ashburton, which he 

gave to his son. 8 

Other gentry families had been more· peripatet_ic before 

settling in Canterbury. The Loughnans hailed from an old 

Catholic gentry family whose estate, Tilford, was in Surrey. 

R.J. Loughnan, -a son of this old -family, ma_de a career for 

himself in.the.civil service, and eventually rose· to the 

rank of judge, in India. His son, Henry Hamilton Loughnan, 

was born at Patna at this time~· R.J. Loughnan later retired· 

to New Zealand, where he bought Mount Pisa estate, in Otago, 

His son followed his legal· career, ·· and_ he too_ eventually 

bought an estate in Ashburton. The Cunninghame-Grahams of 

Winterslow _enjoyed even more i_!lt~resti~g_origi11s. ___ Th~y were _ 

descended from the noble houses of the Earls·of Menteith• 

and Stri3.thern, cf whic~ they ~,ere a cadet branch, arid- the 

Grahams possessed a baronetage in the eighteenth century. 

" . h' " 8 Macdonald, 1liaro.p ,e,r. 
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r. R. c. Cunnirighame-Graham' s father, as younger son of a 

great landed magnate, made a career for himself overseas, 

where he became a colonel in the army of· the Austrian Empire, 

was made a knight, and a member of the Aulic Council. 9 He 

married twice·: firstly a French noblewoman, and secondiy a 
. . 

Polish lady of title, by whom he had his son Ivan. Colonel 

Graham retired to an estat.e he purchased in Durnbarton"._and 

from there his son sailed to Canterbury, where he bought 

Winterslow estate in Ashburton •. Ivan Cunninghame-Graham's 

grandfather was a _squire_ and magnate of Jamaica, _his 

grandmother the sister of a baronet, and his great-grandmother 
. 10· the daughter cif an earl. . His- cousin was a. Member of 

Parliament, a Laird, and a notable South.American horseman. 

He played an important part in +-he growth of British . 

·socialism, and his doctrines appear to ·have influenced his 

New Zealand.cousin,.who was an outspoken, if po3:itically 

impotent, liberal. 

A second upper and upper...:middle class group of men was 

impbrtant _in the Ashburton·gentry. These men only indirec.tly 

stemmed from county families, or their privilege and- bi:rth 

derived from sources•other than landed estates. One was 

Alfred Edward Peache, of Mt Somers. Hi~_ family,. which dated 

back to the seventeenth .century,had acquired a large fortune 

_ in shi~ping and_ trade_, and had sunk a portion of it in the 

purchase of a country estate called Belvidere, bought by_ 

Peache's-grandfather, James Courthope -Peache. His father was 

-

9 The Auiic. Council was an old institution of the Austrian 
Empire, of purely honorary significance. 

· 10 Burke I s Landed Gentry, Pf'· 67S--t7l. 
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Qrought up to holy 9rders, and became a rich squire-parson, 

a·great philanthiopiet, and married a daughter of the Coxes 

of Sandford Park_. The young A:E. Peache was brought up 

amidst all the perquisites of wealth and ·status. 

Other families combined fortunes earned in trade .wrth 

status-giving landed est.ates~ George Har·t ·was the son of a 

rich businessman, who had bought an estate called Winchmore 

near London, and it was ori this place that Hart was born. He 

later named his Ashburton estate after this property_. 

Edward. Chapman of Drayton was the• s_on of a great Wimpole Street 

banker, who had bought. a· ·country estat~ called Acton,-. after 

-which Chapman named hisfirst-Ashburton property. The .case 

of the Casters has already been touched upon. One-genealogist11 

quotes -_this f~rnily' s rise a_s an e~ample of the changes in 

social.status which have occurred_ in many prominent families. 

The earliest known ancestor of the Casters was a shoemaker. 

His son was a liveryman of the Stationers Company, and 

- managed to bring · up •his own son as- a country doctor. - ·Having 

now attained some degree of respectability, this man in his 

turn brought up his son as a country; doctor, and he married 

into one of the leading 1 county families of Dorset, --in the 

person of Le:.titia, daughter· of Lewis Goodwin Husey-Hunt. . . . ~ . . - ~ ' . . 

His sons he brought up as "gentlemen", and they both made 
. ' 

impeccable marriages, :after which they emigrated and bou_ght 
-

landed estates in Ashburton. 

Othe.rs had been raised i.n ho_useholds where there was 

considerable weal th, but as yet ··no alliance with landed 

society. ·charles Franklyn·T-odhunter, for example, was the 

11 Hamilton-Edwards, G., In Search of Ancestry, London 1966, 
pp.15-16. 
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~on of a successful London indigo merchant, and William 

Spence Peter was the son of a Dundee industrialist who 

acquired a coat of arms and married a Burke lady. Others 

stemmed from naval or military families. The Maclean 

Buckleys of Lagmhor, for e:!°xa.mple, traced thei:r origirts to a 

Capt. Buckley of the Royal Scots, who died·at Waterloo~ His 

so~ Capt. William Henry Buckley, was· an army officer who 

retired in 1815, and migrated first to Australia, and then 
\ 

to Canterbury. There he began to acquire property,· and 

erected near Christchurch a. suburban_mansion.called 

Casterton. His son, George Buckley, was not a military man, 

but built up a large fortune through land speculations and 

business,- entered politics an~ was-appointed to the 

Legislative Council. He married a daughter of the McLeans, 

great Canterbury and Otago landholders,_whohad bought Lagrnhor 

in Ashbu.rton. Thus was created the Maclean-Buckley "dynasty", 

through which in the 'nineties the Laginhor estate passed to 

George Alexander Maclean Buckley, son.of-George.Buckley •. He 

continued the . f am:i.ly_' s mili t.ar.y tradt tion by bec~ming a 

colonel in the British army. His brother, St. John.Maclean 

Buckley, and William-Frederick Macl~an Buckley,. also became 

landed prop_rietors o_n _a l~r<Je scale~ 

Naval families were represented_hy the Lyttleton fami-ly. 

This family was a cadet branch 6f the noble house of· Lyttelton 
. -• 

of_Hagley, and the first Capt. W.McN. Lyttleton was attached 

to the Navy in Cana_dian waters. Capt. W .McN. Lyt_tleton 

eventually bought Rokeby in Ashburton, evidently for his son, 

Westcott McNab L-yttleton II, also called "Captain", although 

the origins of this title are uncertain. Westcott III later 

inhffci ted Rokeby from his father, who died in ·the 'nineties, 
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and the naval tradition on Rokeby was perpetuated by the 

regular firing of·a naval Cannon which had been mounted in 

the grounds of the homestead. Another naval family was 

represented among Ashburton landowners, .by A. Macintosh.· 

Clark who ·was the · son of a naval o-fficer·, and who bought 

Blackford in Ashburton in 1890. He was, however, an. 

absentee, whose main estates lay elsewhere, and never·, 

became involved in county life. 

In"ac!.dition to these men from mercantile, official, 

military and · naval backgrounds·,. there were sons of the 

Anglican clergy, or those clergymen themselves who played 

such an impor~ant part in the colonisation of Canterbury, 

as "squatter-parsons" comparable with the "squire-parsons" 

of England. Sons of clerics included Thomas Everard Upton 

of Sherwood, son of the Rect.or of More tort ·say, ·Shropshire, 

and Charles John Harper of Hackthorne, who father was the 

Bishop of Christchurch. The antecedents of the Harpers are 

typical of this group of. men, with their close ties with 

the landed gentry. The Harpers· stem from a fifteenth 

century landed Worcestershire family. Marriages in the 

eighteenth century had, ;fipnly· cement1=d their-status by· 

allying them with such families as the Stracheys and 

Jellicoes. A younger:branch·had splintered off and entered 

the medical profession. (as· in ·the Moorhous_e family) • The 

bishop's father was a doctor of medicine who had been 

educated at Oxford, and his son's entry into the church was

one of several such options. open to him. With the appointment 

of H.J.C. Harper to_ the Bi~hopric of _Christch1,,1rch_,_ the 

Harpers gained unassailable social acceptibility, and 

marriage alliances were formed by the Bishop's numerous 
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daughters.with many of the Canterbury gentry families, such 

as the Tripps, Aclands, Coxes and Blakistons. 

Other landowners were clergymen themselves. The· 

Vener:able Archdeacon James Wilson had acquired several landed . 

estates, ·including· Reydon Lodge,· and in Ashburton, Singletree, 

and Valetta - buying the latter to salvage his impecunious 

son-in-law, William Campbell Walker. Two Anglican· clergymen 

owned estates near Rakaia. The Rev. Charles Richard Mackie 
-

had held the Lavington estate since. 1853·, and nearby was the · 
-

property of the Rev. Albert-Edward Alington, call_ed Talbot 

Trees. The Alingtons were a cadet.branch .of the Lords 

Alington, and came from- a long_line of .squire-parsons who had 

held the manor·of Swinhope and the Rectory of Aston in 

Lincolnshi:re .lor sever.~l g~ner~t_ions. Less elevated as a 

clergyman-landowner was the Rey. Dr Joh_n Elms lie of 

Carendale_, who was a Presbyterian minister, th~ son of a 

mere rich farmer, and who had none of the noble and gentle 
--, ... . - . - - .. -

connections enjoyed by the others. 

Sons of. : farmers provided"_a._n. impo:i;t~nt group within 

the Ashburton gentry class. Some of these ~en, sons of

prospe~ous yeoman farmers,· or of very smal_l gentry., . posses.sed 

a sound knowiedg~: 0£_~9-rming, together with some substantial 

capital, and dogged tenacity, that enabled- tp.em·to-suCceed 

as landowners in the new country,· and· enter the upper class 

of large landowners. The most notable example is John Grigg, 

who eventually became the richest landowne_r in the_ county. 

The Griggshad owned the manor of Bodbrane from 1700, and 

belonged to the class of-small-gentry which adopted the. 

_style of 11 gentlemen 11 , but which farmed its lands directly. 

J·ohn Grigg was the eldest son, and on inheriting Bodbrane 
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Manor in the 1850s, sold it, and emigrated to New Zealand, 

where he eventually acquired Lon~beach in Ashburtort. Other 

men originated from even less genteel.situations; David 

Morrow, who eventually acquired a large estate at Montalto, 

was the son of·anold Scots-Irish yeoman family .and began 

his·career as a traveller for an ironmongery firm~ The 

Mcilraiths stemmed from similar stock in Scotland itself. 

Such families inherited a tradition of solid, respectable 

prosperity, centred upon substantial stone-built farmhouses, 

and leavened with some education. The great world of 

aristocratic and gentry connections was, however, utterly 

closed to them. It was not until they emigrated and founded 

fortunes based on·new estates that they were enabled to rise 

above their old ranke 

In addition, a few Ashburton landowners originated in 

the lower levels of the urban middle class. The 11 romantic, 

poetical, ·imaginative!' Sir William Jewkes Steward12 of 

Barford began his life as a draper's son, and only worked his 

way_up_to_a landed estate anq numerous honours by a 

combination of business acumen>and luck. John Ballantyne of 

Thirlstane, before he made a fortune in trade and b6ught 

his estate, was the son of a Selkirk publican. 
. -

Only two large Ashburton landowners ranked lower than 

this in. their original status~ .. Duncan Cameron Is origins are 

shrouded in obscurity, which seems to imply that they were 

not some.thing Mrs Cameron was proud of. It is· certain that 

he arrived in Canterbury in conditions of total obscurity, 

and although never t:ae mere shepherd that legend insists 

12 Macdonald, 11 8,4:rcp/,,'es '.' 
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upon, be~1an b1~~lding up his ~ortune as a pe~niless manager_ 

on Hart's estate of Winchmore.- The second· 11 unknown"_ is 

Andrew McFarlane, another Scot, who began as a blacksmith at 

Alford Forest, and eventually acquired an estate of 4,500 

acres, together with a lucrative mortgage on Singletree. 

· Such men, however, are exceptional. The bulk of 

Ashburton landed gentry were true "gentlemen" upon arrival 

in New Zealand. They were mostly English, and mostly from 

the upp~r and y.pper-middle cla.~ses. Ev~n wh~n th~ county's 

magnates came from outside this core group; they usually· 

strove to acquire the trappings of social superiority, as 

will be seen below. 

There was a higher degree of social mobility than would 

·have been possible in Britain~ a larger proportion of 

Ashburton's large landowners were from obscure backgrounds 

than would be the case in an English county in the same 

period - but the substantial majority of the Ashburton 

gentry were from the "higher" walks of·life. 

2. Education. 

The acquisi ti:on of education was·. an important part of 

this "_social superiority", ·and. the degree. of a man's_ 

education a _v;i. tal ind_idator of class!-.. 'l;'he gent:i;-y of A_:;;h)~urton 

took this for· granted, and even the parvenus strove~ to-· ensure 

that their sons, at least, were well-educated. The "founding 

fathers" themselves were, for the most part, well-educated. 

The usual education-pattern they followed was to be tau~ht 

by priva.te. tutors at an el~mentary:level, then to attend one 

of the great public schools, and then finally, to proceed to 

Oxford, Cambridge, or Edinburgh, or to a college like 
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Cirencester. This last step was often deleted, particularly 

by the sons of country gentry, for whom·a professional 

training was seldom necessary. 

Thomas Everard Upton followed this familiar pattern, 

bE:g-inning with his education by private tutors at his ,father's 

rectory in Shropshire., and then progressing to a public 

school from which he emerged well-educated, but apparently 

prepared for no particular occupation. Edward Stafford 

Coster was· sent first to Bruton,· and then to Christ's 

Hospital, London, while Charles John Harper benefited from 

education in the liberal arts at Rossall, followed by a more 

practical education at Cirencester - a pioneering college 

devoted to the teaching of. farming. Alfred Edward Peache was 

also sent .to Cirenc~ster after his earlier education at a 

private preparatory school and at Haileybury. He left 

Hai-leybury and joined his family in Switzerland in---1870, where 

he took lessons in a half-hearted fashion in French, German 

and mathematics, after which it was decided to send him to 

Cirencester, where "he had a lot·of fun", but was "rather 

lazy 11 • 13 Even less useful as a preparation for colonial 

farming were the educat-ions of most. Charles Percy Cox was 

typical, with his ornamental education at Cheltenham, or 

John Cathcart Wason, who passed through Lakeham and Rugby, 

and ended· up at Middle Temple. In- addition to these ·-Chur-ch 

of England public schools the. upper classes patronised various 

Presbyterian establishments, such as Aberdeen College, where 

A. Macintosh Clark was educated, and the Catholic school, 

Stonyhur~t, where Henry Hamil~on ½oughnan studied,_ and formed 
• • • • • + • - • • -- • • 

13 Gray, <Jv,,',d- H,'//.s , p. 26. · 
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friendships with other sons of the old Catholic gentry, such 

as the future Sir George Clifford. 

Not all received this formal education. Some, such as 

Westcott McNab Lyttleton, were educated only )?Y. private 

tutors and such an education was not necessarijy inferior to 

that provided by the public schools. One of Lyttleton's 

tutors later became a Prime Minister of Canada. For those 

of the Ashburton gentry of more obscure origins, however, 

education by less notable tutors; and perhaps at a-preparatory 

or grammar sqhool, was the rule. David Morrow, the Irish 

yeoman farmer's son, was educated by a private tutor,·and 

with some success. This education fired Morrow's fascination 

with mathematics that-later assisted him in his rise to 

fortune through business. A book of Euclid dated 1851 bears 

the stolidly-written name "Davy Morrow" on its cover page, 
- ~ 4 

as evidence of this early interest.L 

The coping stone for many Ashburton landowners was a 

university education. Those who had been trained for the 

church or some other profession were.sent up to one of:the 

universities for that purpose, and included such men as 

Joseph Cornish Helmore, trained for the law, and Archdeacon 

Wilson, trained for the -church. Others were sent up simply 

for ·the motives of prestige; ."liberal education 11 , and.the making 

of contacts that were vaguely jumbled together in the minds 

of the upper classes as being the fruits of a university 

education. John Studholme I was educated at Queen's College, 

Oxford, and at about the same time William Campbell Walker 

was at Trinity college·.· Some - eVeri gained· degrees. Arthur 

14 In the possession of Mrs J.V. Morrow Jacobson, Christchurch. 



68 

Fownes Somerville graduated B.A., for example. John Elmslie 

proved the worth-of men from less exalted spheres by 
~ 

graduating M.A. from the more stringent Kin_g's College of 

the University of Aberdeen, but that institution had 

considerably less prestige than_Qxford and Cambridge. 

A similar preoccupation with education as a token of 

class, and as parts of the requirements of a "true 

gentleman", was manifested by Ashburton's landed magnates 

once they had founded their estates and built their home

steads. The pattern .of education formed by the English 

gentry, and now extending down through the upper middle 

classes, was repeated in Canterbury, so far as was possible. 

At the lowest level·, education was" generally begun by . 

governesses and tutors, but their young charges were· 

usually speedily placed in boys' preparatory schools. In 

1890, Christchurch supported some twenty-two private 

schools. Ashburton housed four more, and the whole province 
.· 15 

of Canterbury no fewer than sixty-seven. Many of these 

were Roman Catholic schools or Illa.dies' seminaries"·, but -

most were boys' "prep" schools, devoted to educc1ting sons 

of the gentry and notables in the mores of the public 

schools. One such -~as Wicken's private boarding school at 

Sumner, where Robert Chorlton Todhunter was. sent- by h.is 

·- father in preparatioi'i for Chri-st' s corlege and Aldenham~- -

Almost all the sons of the Ashburton gentry were placed 

either in English public schools, or in New Zealand schools 

that had been founded in their-tradition. In this respect, 

the parvenus.were no different from the scions.of aristocracy~ 

15 Statistics of the Colony of New Zealand, 1890 Wellington, 
1891, p.343. 
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Their sons mixed with one another at these schools, and 

were moulded into~ uniform group, as fa~ as possible in the 

image of the more respectable fathers. No democratic 

breezes stirred in the pseudo-Gothic cloisters of Christ's 

College, and the "College accent" was cultivated in boys 

such as the.young Ballantynes, whose graridfather had been a 

publican, and the young Murray-Aynsleys, descended from 

peers. The private schools were one of the principal forces 

at work in forging the landowning group into an homogeneous 

"gentry", and in one generation turned parvenus into "old 

families". 

The list of Ashburton gentlemen's sons who attended 

Christ's Coiiege alone is evidence of this; it includes boys 

of all types. The three sons of the de Cartaret Malets of 

Clarewell, sons of the proud gentry, were sent to the College 

along wi~h John Charles Nattle Grigg, son of the son of a 

mere small gentleman. The two sons of B.M. Moorhouse of 

Shepherds Bush were educated.· there, as well as those of 

T.E. /Upton, C.J. Harper, George ,Hart, Sir William Steward, 

the five sons of w.c. Walker, the six of W.S. Peter, the 

three of .E.G. Wright, the two of William Gerard, the four 

of J.C. Helmore, the six of C.P. Cox, and thos~ of Edward 

Chapman. The College Register shows that from the years 

1890 to 1896 alone, sons of Ashburton landowners numbered 

twenty - a large contingent for only forty-five families. 

They included the-following surnames; Cox, Todhunter, Grigg( 

de Cartaret Malet,_Hart, Walker, Herring, Upton, Cunningham, 

W.tight, Steward, Friedlander ·and Harper;16 "' 

16 The School List of Christ 1 s College Grammar School, 
Fourth Edition, Christchurch, 1921. 
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The impact this system of education would have upon 

these boys is underlined by the length of time many spent at 

the College, and its preparatory school. Charles William 

Sandford Cox, for example, spent nine years there.·· Graham 

Loch Walker stayed seven yea:r::s, as.did Joseph Eccles Todhunter, 

.while_Edward Francis Joseph_ Grigg remained for eight years. 

Others, such as William de Cartaret Malet, stayed for shorter 

periods, in his case five years, and one,James Rudolf 

Friedlander, left the same year he was admitted. During these 

long years, most acquired some sort of honour on the 

sporting field, and a few in literary or intellectual 

pursuits; Thomas Everard Tichborne Upton was a member of 

both the First XI and First XV in 1889, while his brother, 

Robert Henry Bramley Upton was a prefect, captain of the XI in 

1891-92, and a member of the XV for three years. Charles 
,· 

Godfrey Cracraft Harper was also a prefect, as was Percy 

Theodore. Herring, and Edward Grigg was head prefect for one 

year, member of the XV for four years, and of the XI for two, 

in addition to which he won the Ballantyne Cup, donated by 

another Ashburton-ite. 

In· addition to Ch_rist' s College, there were many more 

such schools available for gentlemen's sons. John 
. -

Alexander Holmes, for example, was educated at Nelson 

.. College~· - .A-·smailer proportion· gave their sons educ·atiofrs at 

English pubiic schools. Both of Charles Franklyn Todhunter's 

sons were educated at Christ's College, and then sent on to 

English schools to "finish" their education. Others, such as 

the Alington boys (three .of them) were sent directly to 

England, in this case to Uppingham. A letter from one of the 

Studholme boys reveals the preoccupations of these youths in 
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such establishments. -All three sons of John Studholme r. 

were sent to Christ's College, and then to England. Joseph 

Francis Studholme was sent to Rugby, and wrote oneJanuary to 

his mother, who was at that time touring England on one of 

the Studholme' s frequent trips "Home ,r. His heal th· had been 

doubtful, but he had just been for a walk, and felt ."strong 

and well again now". He hoped his mother had liked Oxford, where 

another of her sons was, and that his new fellow-pupil, who 

was· to arrive that afternoon, 11will be a nice fellow".. He 

went on to say 17 

"I am so glad father has taken another. shooting box 
but I dont suppose it will be as nice as Ospisdale, 
it will be so jolly all being up there together again· 
'wont it' •. I wrote to Lucy (a sis1;:er) on Saturday. 

I suppose you will be going on the Continent· very 
soon after Jessie leaves for N.Z. I do hope you will 
have good weather. What wretched \•leather we have been 
having lately ••. I went to a drawing room concert 
last Friday ... I did not care much about it as nearly 
all the songs were French and Italian." 

The object was, in short, to create English gentlemen 

to inhabit the station homesteads of Ashburton county. The 

finishing touches were sometimes provided by a university 

education, as they had been for many of the fathers. Some 

were sent as younger sons, to gain professional qualifications; 

others wer.e sent, once again, for si_mple prestige and "finish". 

An example of the former is Benjamin Michael Moorhouse II, 

whose father -·sent him to Edinburgh- University after he left 

Christ's College, where he gained high medical qualifications, 

a.nd eventually was appointed as examiner for the Medical 

School at the University of Otago. At the same time he had 

17 Amongst the collection of letters, journals, diaries, and 
other papers held by Mr J.J.A. Studholme, Coldstream, 
Hinds, henceforth referred to as Studholme MSS. Letter 
from J .F. Studholme to his mother I Mrs ,J. Studholme I, 
from Rugby, 29 January 1883. 
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many other_ in_terests in land and business. An even. more .. 

successful example is Percy Theodore Herring, son of Herring 

of Alford. After a notable career at Christ's Co1lege, 

Percy Herring was to be·sent on to a university to learn 

medicine. The question had arisen of what university would 

be best suited. This c-aused Herring's father some concern, 

and he wrote to a f~llow landowner.in 1891 a letter headed 

with the stamped legend, "Alford House, In Ashburton" printed 

in purple Gothic script. In this letter Herring asks 

whether a degree gained at Otago University would be 

recognised as qualifying his son for higher studies in 

B . t . d ··t lB r1 ain, an goes on o say 

"As your son has successfully passed the ordeal, and 
you were good enough to give me some information on 
this subject I took ~he liberty of writing to you at a 
time when you must be busy (with politics) ••• 

In consequence of the ambiguous nature of the Otago 
University Calendar Percy and~several other students 
went a month too late. This is most unfortunate. 

This is proving a fairly satisfactory year from 
here~ Sheep have done remarkably well •.• " 

In the end, Percy Herring was sent on to Edinburgh 

University, ~here he began a career full of honours, and 

ended up as a lecturer and professor in physiology and 

histology at Edinburgh and St Andrews. 

A more traditional course of education was given to 

eldest sons, such as Leonard de Cartaret Malet, who was 
. ,- ·-

educated at Christ Church, Oxford, Charles George Todhunter, 

who proceeded to Cambridge, and Aubrey Paul Cox, who gained 

a B.A. at Cambridge after obtaining an M.A. at Canterbury 

College. Aubrey Cox, significantly, is the only son of an 

18 Rolleston Papers, 1891, General Assembly Library, _Wellington·. 
Letter rrom Edward Heiring to William Rolleston, 8 May 
1891. 
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Ashburton landowner who appears to have been educated at 

Canterbury College in that period. The preference was for 

British universities. Some Ashburton landowners sent all 

their sons to university. John Studholm I, for example, 

sent John II to Oxford, where he gained an M.A~, William 

Paul to the sarrte University,· and Joseph Francis to Cambridge.· 

The Griggs established the habit of sending their sons to 

Calllbridge. 

The system of education embraced by landed families was 

uncompromisingly English; its effect was to reinforce the 

mores of the numerically dominant English 11 gentlemen 11 

amongst the founding fathers. 

3. Careers. 

To those men who were 11 to the manner born", the 

translation from English society to Ashburton landowning was 
. . 

a relatively simple process. They generally had arrived in 

New.Zealand with a few thousand pounds at their disposal, the 

credit and contacts to raise mor~, or the ability to draw on 

relations in Britain. Most had been able to consolidate 

their poisitions in the years of good prices in the 1860s 

and '70s and, by practicing economy, had weathered the 1880s 

.well. An example of these men is H.P. Murray-Aynsley,w:io had 

bought Mount Hutt ·from Col. -Lean in 1862 after his. arrival in 

Canterbury, and by the 'nineties seemed to have established a 

permanent dynasty based on that estate. Others took more 

time to settle finally on their Ashburton estate. The. 

~tracheys began by investing their capital in.Ashwick station, 

in South Canterbury, and they retained this estate until 1887. 

In 1880, however, they first bought Ashburton land, and 
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eventually each acquired a complete estate in the county, 

and built'a homestead after the sale of Ashwick. Edward 

Chapman took up Acton in 1853, and seems to have been backed 

by considerable capital. He sold this 80,000 acre estate 

in 1864 to the Hon. Matthew Holmes, and then purchased- the 

Drayton estate, near Methven, at which he remained into the 

'nineties. He also leased .·Oakleigh, a small estate in 

Selwyn county, from the Rev. John Raven for a time. Another 

man who arrived with plenty of capital was J. Cathcart Wason, 

who came to·canterbury in 1869, and promptly laid down 

~10,000 in cash for Lendon station on the Rakaia. He renamed 

this estate Corwar after his family's ancestral property, 

and presumably the source of his capital. 'l'.H. Potts first 

acquired Vale Head station after he arrived in the province, 

then leased The Terrace from Sir John Hall, and finally 

bought his Ashburton property of Hakatere in 1857. He added 

a 600 acre farm at Governor's Bay in the 1860s, and 

retained these properties into the nineties. 

Later arrivals often enjoyed a similarly easy career. 

A.E. Peache, for example, came to New Zealand in order to 

help his uncle-put his estate in better order, and then was 

backed financially by his father in taking over the property. 

Eventually, with his father's assistance, Peache acquired a 
-· - - . .- .. 

second property, this time a high country run, which he held 

in conjunction with the Mt Somers station. 'l'he impecunious 

uncle, C.P. Cox, illustrates the fact that a few of the 

Ashburton gentry experienced struggles in maintaining the 

position bequeathed to them by family. capital.- Cox-seems to 

have been born unlucky. He enjoyed all the advantages of 

class, education, status, and a wealthy family, but was never 
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able to capitalise on them to any great extent. He began 

his career in Canterbury as a cadet for two years on the 

Ashburton run of Double Hill - a sound preparation for a· 

landholding career. But his subsequent investments were 

dogged by his personal ill luck. He was a partner with 

J.E. FitzGerald in the Springs and·Longbeach stations, and 

failed to make much money out of either. He then bought 

Mt Somers in 1862, but through bad luck and mismanagement was 

forced to sell it to his nephew in 1876, and retire to a 

small freehold estate of about three thousand acres, where he 

remained into the 'nineties, and was forced to augment his 

income by various dubious financial speculations. 

William Campbell Walker was another example of bad luck, 

and of being 11 bailed out" by relatives. He bought Mount 

Possession in Ashburton in 1864, and in 1870 added Valetta to 

his impressive acreage •. But by 1882, his incompetence 

necessitated the intervention of his father-in-law, Archdeacon 

Wilson, who- had only recently sold his Ashburton estate of , -

Singletree, and now purchased Valetta. Walker retained 

Mount Possession into the 'nineties. Others began their 

careers unluckily, but end~d up in a sound position. C.J. 

Harper, for example, began a series of unsuccessful 

speculations in stations from 1858 onwards, but only succeeded 

financially when he finally acquired Brackenfield estate in 

Ashley county, and retained it from 1871 till 1881, when he 

sold it to buy an estate in Ashburton county. He named this 

Hackthorne, and immediately built himself a large house on 

the banks of the Hinds,· to·· show that he intended to stay. 

There are still Harpers at the second Hackthorne to this day. 

For every man who immediately began purchasing estates 
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upon arrival in New: Zealand, there was another who only 

reached Ashburton by a more circuitous route, via the 

professions, the management of other men's estates, or the 

'world of business. .Many of these men were already "upper 

class 11 , sons of.county families at "Home" whose stint in a 

profession or commerce was necessary to establish the 

financial base enabling them to purchase an estate. But 

others were obscure men who had no background of landowning, 

and who bought estates for other reasons - as a secure 

investment. For some, then, social mobi_lity was involved,· and 

the purchase of an estate was an upward step, conferring 

entry into the small gentry group. This phenomenon was 

strongly characteristic of Victorian society.generally, and 

· a cardinal principle of Victorian ethics had always.been 

that there must be a just reward for thrift, sobriety, and 

industry. Social mobility had always been acceptable, even 

encouraged, in British societies, and was thought to beone·of 

their.sources of strength. Families such as the Ballantynes 

and Morrows began humbly, and ended up as fully-fledged 

members of the landed gentry.· 

Newcomers who were already "gentlemen" greatly 

outnumbered them, of course. These men arrived by several 

routes. Firstly·there were the squatting parsons, whose 

motives for acquiring estates were usually to augment their· 

stipends, and to secure livelihoods for their sons. Others 

had less worldly motives. The Rev. John Elmslie bought his 

Cardendale estate as an investment, and possibly for reasons 

of prestige, but also because he·was a farmer's son, and had 

11 always retained his interest i.n farming and love of country 
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The legal profession contributed several of 

Ashburton's landowners. Henry Hamilton Loughnan was 

partner in a firm of barristers and solicitors from 1876 

before he began acquiring estates, and J.C. Helmore ,began 

his legal career in England before settling down in Christ

church and founding a firm of barristers and solicitors; he 

began buying land soon after.· Neither of these men became 

primarily landowners or farmers, and for both their estates 

seem to have be'en · investments only'. as well as providing 

occasional· ·retreats for holidays, or convenient places to 

send sons and daughters~ A slightly different-case.was 

Frederick de Cartaret Malet, who bo~ght_ah estate at Mount 

Grey Downs as soon as he arrived in New Zealand in 1861 • 

. But ill luck meant that he lost this property only four 

years later, and he found himself without his original 

capital. He had been trained only as a 11 gentleman11 , and had 

no profession, and so was forced to make his own way. For 

three years he was Wardens Clerk and Clerk to the Magistrate's 

Court at Hokitika, and then began rising in the legal world, 

in·which he had had no previo~s training. Eventually he 

became Registrar of the University of New Zealnd, of the 

Collegiate Union and Board of Governors of Canterbury 

College, -and of the Sµpreme Court. In 1881 he was admitted 

to the- bar as a barrister and solicitor. to the Supreme Court, 

and now at last was 9nce again in a position to fulfil·his 

apparent ambition of founding an estate. He began acquiring 

land in Ashburton, formed the Clarewell estate, built a large 

19 Elmslie, J.G., John Elmslie 1831-1907, 
Christchurch, 1963, p.51. 
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house, and had II arrived 11 • Unlike the LoUJhnan and Helmore 

estates, Clarewell was inherited by the eldest son, in the 

English gentry tradition. 

Three Ashburton landed families were founded by fortunes 

won in the engineering industry - the Wrights, the Hoirrieses, 

and th,e tvhites. Edward George Wright, a middle class man, 

began his career as an engineer with works i~ Rome, .Woolwich 

and Birmingham in the 1850s. In 1857 he was appointed New 

Zealand agent for British iron works, and then became 

Director of Harbour Improvements in Napier. He built a 

lighthouse in Wellington, and then moved to Canterbury, 

where he set up a firm of engineers and constructed, amongst 

other works, the Rangitata bridge. Part of the payment for 

this bridge was in the form of a large grant of land in the 

Gawler Downs of Ashburton County, and Wright soon began to 
.. 

acquire other tracts of land, until by the. 'nineties he was 

firmly established as a landed magnate with an estate called 

Surrey Hills. in . the downs, and. another called Windermere on 

the plains. He built his main homestead at Windermere, and 

although he never relinquished his engineering interests, 

became primarily a landowner. 

The two branches of the Holmes family, of gentry 

antecedents, built up similar fortunes through tunnel and 

railway contracting. D.G. Holmes was established as a 

landowner by the financial assistance of his uncle, George 

Holmes, who ran the family business, and the John Holrneses 

enjoyed similar advantages. Both branches became primarily 

landowning families, and founded lines that still remain in 

Ashburton today. The Whites intended to found a permanent 

family, but their line failed, as did that of the Wrights, 
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through lack of· sort~. William W'.nite II began his career 

as the contractor for the Southbridge and Pleasant Point 

railways, and was then taken into partnership by his father 

in a merchant and engineering firm, called William White and 

co. The death of his father in 1885 left William II as sole 

proprietor of the family business; and by this time it had 

very wide ramifications, including shipping, timber-milling, 

coal-mining, andd:her interests. During the previous twenty 

years, the family had also been acquiring landed estates as 

opportunities arose, and by the 'nineties the family had 

become primarily a landed one. Having won a great fortune, 

William White now 11was at liberty to develop his properties, 

and to devote time to other. personal affairs". Langley, his 

Ashburton estate; was his favourite-property, and he spent a 

great deal of time and money in residence there, improving 

and beautifying it, until it was ready to be handed on to his 

son, Leonard,.who had been brought up with "great expectations" 

as a future landed proprietor. Leonard died childless, and 

so the White family failed to transmit this inheritance so 

carefully built up. 

William Spence Peter built up his original fortune in 

the mining industry before he invested it·in an Ashburton~ 

estate. His father was an industrialist, and Peter was able 

to found a mining business in South,and Western Australia in 

the 1850s. By 1856, he sold out of these with sufficient 

profit to sail to New Zealand and purchase th~ Anama e~tate 

in the Ashburton downs, where he set himself up as a landed 

magnate. Another landowner, H.W. Packer, founded his fortune 

as a partner in the Albion Brewery, and always retained 

considerable interests in the business world even after he 
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had acquired an .estate and a farm. Peter_Cunnirigham 

began his Canterbury career as an accountant, gained a 

partnership in a grain exporting firm, and eventually set 

up on his own as a grain merchant. At the summit of his 

career he was believed to be worth some Ii300,000. This 

fortune was. reduced· by later· reverses, but .-Cunningham ~vas 

always very wealthy, and a great deal of his money was 

invested in land, including an Ashburton estate on which 

some of the grain he exported was grown. Cunningham 

preferred town life, and never became a landed gentleman in 

the fullest sense. A contrast was C.F. Todhunter, who built 

up .a fortune with a timber firm in Christchurch, and later 

a brewery, and in 1890 sold out his interests. and invested 

the profits _in an Ashburton estate called Westerfield, thus 

founding alandowning family which remains till the present. 

All these men were more or less "gentlemen" when they 

arrived; the careers of two or three others show a more 

spectacular rise in .status. The Ballantyne family was 

founded by John Ballantyne, the_publican 1 s son. Ballantyne 

was given a sound education in his home,·a:p.d sufficient .. 

capital to set himself up as a draper in Selkirk. He arid 

his brothers emigrated to Australia in the 1850s, and he 

built up his poisition until, disliking the Australian 

climate, he moved to Christchurch in 1872, when he had 

sufficient substance to be described as a "businessman" by 

th · l . 20 e Lytte ton Times. No longer a mere "shopkeeper", 

Ballantyne bought his way into the drapery firm of Dunstable 

House, which soon became )'Ballantyne's". After seven more 

20 Lyttelton Times, 18 April 1872. 
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years, this establishment was housed in an imposing three-

storeyed edifice in Christchurch, and was ,the centre of a 

retailing chain of considerable value. Ballantyne was able 

to fulfil his ambitions and purchase a country estate. He 

had always dreamed of doing this, and while in Australia had 

often toured about the countryside searching for ·a.property. 

Now he bought Thirlstane in Ashburton county, built his 

homestead, and began to indulge in the horse and sheep breeding 

and other occupations appropriate to a landowner. 

William Strange was another proprietor of a large 

drapery business who went in for landowning, and bought the 

Riversdale estate on the Ashburton river. He failed, however, 

to found a permanent family. In contrast was the story of 

David Morrow, the yeoman farmer's son who founded a family 

which still owns large Ashburton properties. David Morrow 

early showed a propensity for·mathematics and. "figures •i. 

His father placed him as an apprentice in a general store 

in Downpatrick, and then as a traveller·for a Belfast firm. 

He married a merchant's daughter, and his prospects began 

to rise; but the death of his young wife and her child in 1863 

decided him to leave. Ireland. a-nd make a fresh start iii "the 

colonies". He spent three years attached to a firm in 

Melbourne and then, having heard encouraging reports about 

New Zealand's climate and prospects, sailed for Canterbury 

in 1866. There he carefully capitalised on his advantages. 

He wrote to his wife's family, the Bassetts, and persuaded 

his brother and sister-in-law, the Samuel Kennedy Bassetts, 

to come out and join him as partners in an ironmongery and 

·farm implements firm called Morrow and Bassett. The Bassetts 

were people of substance, and their support and Morrow's 
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astuteness meant that the firm flourished. The Bassetts 

built a mansion in Avonside which they called Tyrella, and 

Morrow lived with them there and began moving in more 

"elevated" social circles. 

Morrow was now in a position to take a second wife; he 

returned to Ireland for a visit, and proposed marriage to 

another merchant's daughter, a Miss Bailie. He thus gained 

another valuable source of support. On their honeymoon a 

fortune-teller, so legend has.it, prophesied.wealth and a 

large family - both of.which were fulfilled. Morrow brought 

his first wife's niece, Prudence Bassett,back with him to· 

New Zealand; she provided another tie with the well-to-do 

Bassetts. On this same trip he executed another coup in 

his well-ordered career; he· and his ~arty travelled through 

America on the way back to New Zealand, and there Morrow 

successfully negotiated for the sole rights over the sale 

of McCormick binders in New Zealand. He ordered 800 of 

these machines immediately, and thus was able lite?="ally to 

"cash in" on the wheat bonanza that was sweeping Canterbury 

and Otago. By 1881, Morrow was a rich man. He and Samuel 

Bassett sold out their shares in Morrow and Bassett in 

favour of a nephew, Thomas Bassett, and although Morrow 

retained many business interests for the rest of his life, 

he now became primarily a landowner. His plan was to' acquire 

a sheep farm, and accordingly he bought a 6,000 acre estate 

of stony light soil in the Gawler Downs, which he named .. 

Montalto, after the great country seat near his father's farm 

in Ireland. This name more than anything else in probably 

the best indication of Morrow's ambitions - to become a 

landed magnate, in the British tradition. His wealth, earned 
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-thrc1.1,::;-l~. +:r~i:'1°, had been tr·ansmuted into a landed estate. 21 

All these men pursued their careers very much according 

to patterns long established in British society, following 

a well-beaten path to social respectability. In British 

. . . 22 socie·cies 

"The merchant who wanted to metamorphose himself into 
a country gentleman was not necessarily a man anxious 
to forget his humble origin •.• he might want a modest 
estate where he could send his family for the summer 
months and go himself for weekends if he could not leave 
his business for longer. For these people, investment 
in land did not mean.that they wanted to turn farmer 
and run their estates at a profit - though of course 
this type of newly landed gentry was common too - but 
that they hoped for an old age of ease and quiet.comfort, 
and to bring up their families in country surroundings." 

Many of the men mentioned above were instances of this 

type of "·Indian Summer" or 11 old age 11 gentry - the Elmslies, 

·Loughnans, Helmores, and the like - and as such, often had 

little stake in the local affairs of the county, and limited 

their residence to short periods, or kept their sons or 

-salaried men as managers on their newly-acquired estates. 

More, however, became full-fledged gentry, entering fully 

into all the ramifications of such a rank. 

Another group of men entered landowning by way of the 

intermediate stage of cadetship or managing of other men's 

estates. This group tended to number fewer absentees in 

its ranks. The most dramatic example is to be found in the 

21 Amongst the collection of letters, journals and other 
papers, including material transcribed or compiled by 
Elizabeth Bailie Morrow Davidson, now held by Mrs J.V. 
Morrow Jacobson of Christchurch; henceforth referred to 
as Morrow MSS. This excerpt is from notes compiled on 
the family history by E.B.M. Davidson. 

22 Mitchell, R.J. ~· and Leys, M.D.R. ~ A Ff_isto:ry,: 
o~· ;th.a .ErJ.gJ.ish E.eo:ole, London, 1997, :pp, 
502-503. 



career of Duncan Cameron, the coun,ty•s nouveau riche par 

excellence •. Of unknown origins, Cameron's first position in 

Canterbury.was asmanager of Winchmore.station, then being 

·leased by the Harts to Robert Park. He had then been made 

manager by George Gould of_his Springfield station, a little 

further up the Ashburton river than Winchmore. After some 

years,. Cameron had proved his worth to Gould,. and persuaded 

him to go into partnership with his former manager. 

Cameron was able to put up bl,700, carefully saved from his 

salaries and other sources, to pay for this partnership, and 

·so II laid the foundations for one of the largest fortunes 

23 made out of land in Canterbury. 11 After the death of Gould 

ended the partnership, Cameron was able to put up b65 1 000 

in cash to buy up the Goulds' share, and so acquir~d complete 

control of this magnificent 18,000 acre estate which was. 

worth almost b300,000 on his death. By dint of Mrs 

Cameron's social climbing abilities, and his own sheer 

wealth, Cameron was able to promote his family from a very 

obscure status to social respectability. 

Less spectacular, and less jarring to the social order, 

were the careers of other men,who began as managers. Capt. 

W.McN. Lyttleton arrived in New Zealand in 1863, and was 

manager of Clydevale estate in Otago for twelve years before 

his father financed his purchase of Rokeby. A.Macintosh 

Clark lost his early capital in several unsuccessful 

speculations in estates, and was then made manager of sever~l 

stations by the Bank of New Zealand, as its Station Supervisor. 

This enabled him to restore his position, and by 1890 he 

23 d ·1a- " 0 ' ,, ,, 
Mac ona , ·i:J•dJ!'O(Jn,<:u-, 
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owned the 35,000 acre Blackford estate in Ashburton county, 

as well as three other estates elsewhere. T.E. Upton 

began his career on the land as a cadet for Sir Frederick· 

24 Broome at Steventon, in the next county, after which 

period of light-hearted preparation he was appointed 

manager of Sir JohJ.!l. Cracro.ft Wilson ,·s. Ashburton estate of 

Cracraft. He was with Wilson for sixteen years before he 

purchased Sherwood. E.S._ Coster began as a cadet at 

Fernside in Ashley county, and in the 1870s he and his 

brother freeholded 8,000 acres near Rakaia to found the 

Somerton estate. The Mcilraiths began as managers for the 

Deanses at Homebush before they bought Culverden in the 

Arouri. In 1872 they acquired Auchenflower, their Ashburton 

estate, and after some years finally settled on it, and 

built a large brick house there. Alexander Mcilraith was 

manager for a time for Samuel Bealey on his ijaldon e~tate. 

By the 1 nineties all these men were securely established 

on ·their Ashburton estates.- T}:ley had ·"arrived", had. 

elaborated a life style based on that of British gentry, had 

reinforced their status with the education of their sons, 

and the many other features of their life style. Most seem 

to have been in sound financial positions, and the future of 

their families seemed assured. Already in fact, sons of the 

first generation of the Canterbury gentry were beginning to 

inherit their father's estates, and confirm their family's 

fortunes. The death of William White II in the 'nineties 

found him with three sons each ready to inherit one of his 

father's estates. William III and Henry each inherited a good 

property outside Ashburton county, while Leonard, the second 

son, was left Langley. He had already been manager there 

~nn hrld been manaaer of anothe~ of his father's 
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estates, Esebury,·near Southbridge, as soon as he had 

completed his education. At Esebury, Leonard had learned 

to oversee men, and to run a farm. He was able to take over 

Langley and run it at a peak of efficiency. 

Some of the Holmes estates were already in their 

third generation of ownership. Bought originally by George 

Holmes, they had been left to his relations, John and 

David Gordon on his death. D.G. Holmes by the 'nineties 

had consolidated his estates around his main property of 

Holmeslee. John Holmes had appointed managers to his 

Ashburton properties, and established his seat at Bangor,· 

in Selwyn county. At his death in 1879, Bangor and the 

Ashburton estates passed to his son, John Alexander Holmes; 

John II, although not born in New Zealand, had been brought 

up in the colony, and to all intents and purposes was a 

· New Zealander. Nearby, the estate of Rokeby passed to 

another man who had spent all but his first childhood years 

in New Zealand - Westcott Lyttleton. The death of his 

father Westcott McNab Lyttletc n, in the 'nineties meant 

that Rokeby was bequeathed to the two Lyttleton sons, one 

of whom,established in a lucrafive medical practice in 

Melbourne, waived his share in favour of the elder son, 

Westcott. Similarly, the death of the Rev. C.R. Mackie 

meant that Lavington passed to his two sons, Charles Norris, 

and Charle$ Strickland Mackie. At the beginning of the 

'nineties the splendid estate of Lagmhor, belonging formerly 

to John McLean, was made over to McLean's nephew, G.A. 

Maclean Buckley, whose youth and manhood had all been spent 

in New Zealand. The 'nineties also saw the transference of 
. 

Coldstream by John StudholrreI to his eldest son, John II. 



Younger sons were also being provided for. Edward, the 

second son of John Grigg of Longbeach, was given almost 
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3,000 acres of his father's estate at the end of this period, 

called it Akaunui, built himself a brick mansion, and began to 

play the role of squire of Eiffelton. At the same time, the 
.... 

elder son, John, was being groomed to inherit LOngbea:ch itself. 

Matthew Ingle Browne II had inherited his father, Matthew 

Ingle Browne I's estate of Highbank, and the eldest son of 

William Spence Peter had taken over Anama after his father's 

death. 

It seemed .that secure estates had been founded. New 

county families had arisen on the plains of Ashburton, and 

already a second generation was beginning to transmit the 
.. 

inheritance which had in most cases been carefully built up 

for an unborn posterity. The attitudes of the English gentry 

were flourishing vigorously, and a secure way of life 

seemed to have been founded. 

II GENTLE.MEN AND THEIR LADIES 

1. The Char·acter of the Large Landowners 

The daughter of one Ashburton landowner believed the 

typical member.cf this class possessed-.:the 

11 close instincts of the English county gentleman, his 
bringing up of (his sons) in English ways ••• With 
nurseries, and coming in for dessert, and cricket-balls 
already in their little hands, arid an English public 
school in prospect by and by. Like ... everyone else, 
(he) was setting out to raise an English county family 
on the Plains ••• "25 

To be an "English county gentleman" seems to have been 

the aim of most of Ashburton 1 s large landowners. In deeds 

25 Lancaster, p.434. 
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and papers ·the words "Gentleman" or 11 Esquire 11 were appended 

to their names, and the pattern ~f their life style was set 

by those amongst their ranks who were brought up in the 

portraited halls of county families. The character and 

appearance of these men was that of a race of squires. Men 

such·as ·williamFrederick Maclean .. Buckley, 26 

''a very big, hearty man, a perfect John Bull in 
appearance, very likeable, belonging to the ·age of·· 
Tory Squires. He ate and drank on a gargantuan 
scale" 

or his brother, George A. Maclean Buckley, who was "tall, 
. . 27 

handsome, able, with great personal attraction." A 

neighbou~ D.M. Moorhouse of Shepherds Bush, was described 

28 as 

"a big jovial man with a jolly laugh and a fine 
singing voice. He and his descendants were big in 
every way - big features, big hands and feet, generous, 
good na hired. 11 

John Cathcart Wason was "Big and strong1 and handsome 11 , stood 

six feet six inches tall, and was "very much the gentleman", 

with polished, suave manners. 29 

These men were gentry by birth, but the.newcomers in 

Ashb_urton society cultivated the same manner. 30 E.G. Wright 

llwith his handsome, stately figure might be taken for 
a Doctor of Divinity in easy circumstances, or one of 
Her Majesty's Judges a trifle unbent .•. He has a fine, 
sensitive and intellectual face ••• a good forehead, 
aquiline nose, grey hair neatly brushed and parted, 
ending on either side the head·in a cluster of neat 
curls ••• Mr Wright has a melodious and cultivated 
voice ••• " 

26 Macdonald, "B,'t1gN1pii/e~." 

27 Ibid. 

28 Ibid. 

29 Scatter, W.H., Ashburton, Christchurch,1972, p~72.-

30 Guardian, 5 September 1892. 



But in spite of his being "genial, affable", 

"there was always underlying that pleasant surface 
an impenetrable reserve, which even his closest 
friends failed to break down. 11 31 
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This reserve could be found in most of the men of this 

group. The role of large landowner, with all its surface 

gloss o'f manners and squire·-ish hospitality·, · was essentially 

a lonely one. Men of the time spoke of South Island 

landowners as possessing "privat~ baronies 11 , 32 and to some 

extent this attitude was reflected in their characters~ 

Each stood alone, a patriarch without peers for several 

miles, and to this simple physical distance was added the 

preference for independence, individualism, and "decent" 

propriety characteristic of the nineteenth century educated 

classes. An English gentleman preserved a distance from 

his fellows, beneath the public-school camaraderie, ano 

county society was not the place for intellectual agonisings. 

Some dispensed even with a squire's jollity. David Morrow, 

for example,· was an aloof, stern, patriarchal man, "straight 

as a die", and only relaxed with women and children. 

In general, however, the "genial" tone prevailed, 

although often mixed with an element of pomposity which 

found its worst excess in the newcomers such as Sir William 

Steward. This uneasy draper's son exhibits in extreme and 

vacillating forms all the contrary elements in the 

characters of the large landowners. He was "a handsome -

even an aristocratic looking man1133 notable for his "kind 

31 Ashburton Mail, 14 August 1902. 

32 An example of this sort of exaggerated conceit is 
contained in II.D. Lloyd's ~ewest England, New York,_1900; 
on p.171 he calls the North Otago estate of Eldersl1e 
"this private barony". 
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and gentle ways 11 ,
34 but mixed'with this35 

"a considerable habitual and acquired dignity, a vast 
sonorousness, much amiability ..• a conscious predil-

·ection for the sounded utterances of Sir William Jewkes 
Steward and an unaffected and genuine admiration for 
the erudition displayed in his more recondite and 
written rulings (in Parliament). He has not quite 
risen to the burden of an honour to which he was not 
born, but he still does his conscientious best to be . . .. . ... ,, 
impressive ••. 

Most of these men led ample, public lives, and ordered 

. their private existences as though they too were open to 

scrutiny. Their daily lives were marked by a careful, 

orderly routine. Most landowners spent much of their time 

at writing desks, handling business, accounts, correspondence, 

and the 'like. Behind even the "colourful and sporting" 

Max FriedlandE?r was an astute, careful businessman,and 

most landowners probably resembled the Rev. Dr Elmslie 

who, behind a "very courtoous manner" concealed the habits 

of 11 a very punctual and tiay man. His desk was never 

littered with papers ••. and his books (were} in their 
. 36 

proper places in the bookcases that lined his study walls". 

C.F. Todhunter was "a widely-read and well informed man (who) 

37 had a sp.lendid memory", and it was these characteristics 

that enabled them to maintain control of the political aren-a 

for ·so long before the 1 nineties, and afterwards for men such 

as Frederick de Cartaret Malet to be appointed as Government 

nominee to the Bank of New Zealand Board by the Seddon 

Government - a tribute to his ability, for de Cartaret Malet 

had "not the slightest leaning towards Liberalism 11 •
38 

34 Guardian, 17 July 1896. 

35 Scot ter, ~.;.hbiAtefan , p.90. 

36 Elmslie, £/msl/e · . , p.15. 

37 Macdonald , ''B'ojH4JOJ.:es.-.1' 

38 Ibid. 



Not all, of course, commanded such gifts. William 

Campbell Walker was notable as 39 
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11 a man of a certain tangled disorder - a sort of 
masculine Ophelia grown old. He speaks briefly yet 
with. a certain loose-lipped tremulousness which is 
ineffective". 

His .salient characteristics were "an ~nthusiastic 

appreciation of the romantic literature of France, and a 

nice taste in its vintages 11 •
40 

Some degree of eccentricity was not incompatible, 

however, with nineteenth-century notions of "breeding", which 

allowed latitude for the much-lauded "individuality" of the 

age. But in general "breeding" was a cult which imposed a 

· strait-jacket of conventions on men, marking them off as 

"gentlemen". Men of the "old school", such a~ w.c. Walker, 
4, 

whose 11manners were perfect" ..1. and the imposing J. Cathcart 

Wason, inherited this breeding along with their pedigrees. 

T. E. Upton was another who "retained the manner of. the 
' 42 

conventional English country gentleman". Others had to 

acquire it. Elms lie, the yeoman's son, -eventually earned 

~n accolade as 43 

39 .Ibid. 

40 Ibid. Others erred in opposite directions; J.C. Helmore 
is reputed to have carried carefulness too far, and 
developed an eccentric fear that he was always going to be 
robbed; i.t is said that he had the grounds of his house 
draped with alarm wires attached to a bell in his bedroom, 
and always kept a loaded pistol under his pillow. Whenever 
he heard a suspicious noise he would fire this pistol 
wildly into the air. 

41 Scatter, Ashb1,1'1-oi-:1 p. 7fJ. 
4 2 Ibid., p • 178 • 

43 Christchurch Press, 21 July 1907. 
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0 one of God's own knights of chivalry .•. For the 
lady of the manor, for the student, for the shy 
schoolgirl, for the serving-maid he had the same kind, 
fatherly smile, the same beautiful, helpful cour.tesy 11 • 

His main faults were held to be44 

"intolerance with the things that he held to be wrong, 
and impatience when kept waiting. But his voice was . 
never harsh and his temper was always under control." 

. ' . ... . . .• . . ..... 

But not even the constraints of breeding were always 

adequate to keep ruffled gentlemen's tempers in order, as 

pride and dignity are not easily compatible with politesse. 

A newspaper article of 1893, headed luridly, "MR WRIGHT 

M.H.R. FINED - A RAILWAY TRAVELLERS" QUARREL", informed 

Ashburton that E.G. Wright had been charged and found 

guilty of assault on a railway carriage. Wright had found the 

aisle obstructed by another traveller's gladstone bag and 

rugs, had asked for them to be removed and, when this was 

refused, spoke to the offender "in a ve!y ungentlemanlike 

manner". Mutual vituperation had followed until Wright 

"Kicked the bag violently 11 , struck the other twice on the 

fac~, and gave his opponent his card. 45 

. . 

• More common, however, were men like the Alingtons ; . 

"pleasant, easy-going men less interested in farming than 

in the church, local affairs and sport 11 •
46 Their mental 

attitudes reflected this personal "easiness". Most were 

omnivorous readers, with broad, wide-ranging interests, 

mingled with opinions firmly held at bottom, but often 

disguised by a sort of drifting conservatism. Conventional 

religion usually played a more or less important role. 

44 ;Elms lie, Elms-/,'e. , p .16. 

45 Guardian, 11 February 1893. 
46 Scotter, Asl'Jhul'/on, p.64. 
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David Morrow, for example, possessed a strong fait:h whicb 

was active at least in a worldly sense, and which was quiet 

and unostentatious in his personality. This somewhat 

austere man enjoyed dabbling in the "Jewish Question", and 

thought a great deal about British Israelism. He believed 

in temperance, and allowed no alcohol in his houses. John 

Ballantyne and Duncan Cameron shared the same opinions, 

together with the earnest, deep faith held by Morrow. 

But these men were members of the Presbyterian minority 

in the gentry, and were all parvenus. An enthusiastic. 

appreciation of drink was far more common amongst the Anglican 

majm:;.ity, who generally despised "dog-in-the-manger" 

moralising, as.was best exemplified by I.R.C. Cunninghame-

Graham, one of their number. Cunninghame-Graham embraced 

a boundless liberalism in the best t'ilhig tradition of his 

family. He dreamed of a revitalised New Zealand, of an end 

to dummyism, he belonged to the Temperance League, and also 

wrote47 

"I believe women posress, on the whole, as much; if not 
more,· tact and discrimination as men; and when they 
possess voting powers will help to keep out of 
Parliament some of those who by their rude manners 
and mode of address, accompanied by long-winded speeches, 
occasionally turn the House into a bear garden." 

Such attitudes were anathema to most of the large 

landowners, and would have been mocked ruthlessly by such 

men as the "extremely conservative and overbearing" F. de 

Cartaret Malet, who never gave "more liberal minded" men 

an adequate hearing, 48 or John Studholme, with his 

47 Guardian, 28 July 1893. 
''n• h' " 48 Ma?donald, o,03r-op ,e.s. 



"almost chivalric attachment to his order, like 
aristocracy ... T~e be:!.ief that squatters are a 
different order, essentially of a higher nature, 
a more perfect mould. 11 49 
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More typical, perhaps, than either the faithful 

Presbyterian Cameron, the liberal "faddist'' Cunningham

Gr~ham, or the Tory de . Cart_a~et Malet_, _ wa.s. Ge<?rge Hart -

Anglican, tolerant, conservativ~, well-read, and 

considered by Sewell to be "quiet and intelligent 11 •
50 

Certainly all were interested in politics. The period was 

a confusion of alternative political theories and the 

landowners, as the heirs of the conservative political 

tradition, tended to cling to its attitudes and 

assumptions. The eminent Liberal politician, William 

Pember Reeves, spent a period as cadet on Lowcliffe estate 

in Ashburton county, and there expressed his developing 

liberal views to two members of the geri.try. He said he 

believed that no man should be allowed to buy more than 1,000 

acres of land, and then wrote51 

"They rolled in their chairs, and chuckled, and 
laughed, and made allusions about Tiberius Gracchus." 

The gentry politicians of the county generally accepted-

this conservative stance ·without question. Its most ardent 

proponent was the vigorous J.A. Holmes, the darling of 

such men as de Cartaret Malet and Studholme. Holmes sneered 

at ma.nifestoes appended with "the well known signature of 

Mr Cunninghame-Graham 11 ,
52 and thundered against liberal 

measures in such terms as "this iniquitous Bill", labelled 

49 

50 

51 

Canterbury Times, 17 November 1877. 
,, . . " 

Macdonald, 'li:<Jgl".t:.ph,et. 
P.D. wl 79, p.530. 

52 Guardian, 13 September 1893. 
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the Land for Settlements Bill "a gross attempt to destroy 

security of tenure of lands", an attack on "rights and 

liberties", and an illustration of the maxim "that the 

gods deprive of reasons those whom they wish to destroy. 1153 

A more compromising conservatism was probably characteristic 

of the gentry, articulated by men such as E.G. Wright, J. 

Cathcart Wason, and w.c. Walker, all of whom were prepared 

to compromise with liberalism. Walker, as did most of the 

gentry, feared the "hungry democrats", but believed that 

the men of his class were "not extremists taken as a whole 11 • 54 

Wright was a member "of the Conservative party, (but) he was 

55 not a blind supporter, and Wason possessed a squire's 

conqern for the poor that led him to support liberal measures 

at times. 

Outright Liberals were very rare in gentry ranks. 

Cunninghame-Graham was noisy but ineffective with his quasi

religious belief-that "the profit of the earth is for all; 

the king himself is served by the fold 11 • 56 The other notable 

gentleman-Liberal was Sir William Steward, and he was often 

merely laughable - a type of 

"the Hebraistic, Philistine, hole-in-the-corner 
outlook of many English Liberals - Bible students with 
a craving for forbidden fruit and a craving for 
legality. 11 57 

He was too fond of lengthy speeches with little substance, 

but crowded with such rhetorical flourishes as "Justice is 

58 eternal!" to win the support of thoughtful, conservative 

53 Ibid~ 16 September 1893. 

54 Ballance Papers, Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington; 
w.c. Walker to Ballance, 24 October 1889. 

55 · Mail, 14 August 1902. 56 Guardian, 11 July 1892. 

57 Ash, G.G.,"Ideas of Society and State in the New Zealand. 
of 1890~ M.A. Thesis, University of Canterbury, 1962, p.165. 

5 8 P ·> D,,,;,,/_6 8 , p • 4 _.11; 8 • 
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As'hburton landowners. Most .of them were not concerned 

with grand new designs for society. They were men with a 

stake in the country, and naturally opposed anything that 

threatened their position, thei:r land, and the families 

they were raising. 

The creation and preservation of a "heritage" was a 

very real preoccupation of these men and goes a long way to 

explain their conservatism. Most Ashburton landowners had 

probably bought their estates with at least one eye on 

their future sons - William White is a notable example of 

this - and it must not be forgotten that theywere almost 

all Englishmen, with Englishmen's concepts of land and 

class. It was for.these motives that-they so often gave 

their new estates the names of evocative British country 

seats; Hart's naming of Winchmore, the_Stracheys_' of Ashwick, 

Chapman's of Acton,- and so on reflect a desire to recreate 

the halls of their ancestors. It is interesting to note how 

few estates were given Maori names, which could have none 

of the impressive connotations of the names "Corwar", 

11 Sherwood 11 , 11 Buccleuch 11 , and "Coldstream". 

These attitudes meant that sons, and particularly 

eldest sons, were accorded a lavish and careful attention, 

while their sisters were left to play the role of comforters 

to their parents, and potential stock on the marriage 

exchange. Sons were given imposing family names which 

stressed the length and nobility (if it existed) of ancestry, 

and seemed to_ give proof of its continuance. Daughters were 

given romantic, 11pretty 11 names, unrelated to family history. 

Some sons were given their father's name: John Studholme, 

John Grigg, and Westcott Lyttleton are three examples. 
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Others were given a full genealogical panoply, such as the 

sons of C.J. Harper, who had allied himself in marriage 

with the Cracraft Wilsons, and called his s_ons Henry John 

Cracraft Harper and Charles Godfrey Cracraft Harper, while 

his daughter was called Cecilia Jane. Parvenus played 

the same game, perhaps a little excessively. Sir William 

Steward had married the daughter of the old baronetcy family 

of Whi tef oord, and named his sons Caleb Whi tefoord Courtney_ 

Steward and Vernon William Whitefoord Steward, and even his 

daughter was not spared, and was given the name Gertrude 

Wilhelmina Whitefoord Steward. The sons of w.c. Walker 

were given old family names such as Loch Ramsay, and Dundas, 

tho$e of C.P. Cox were given Sandford and Cleave, while 

T.E. Upton favoured the family names of Tichborne and Bramley 

for his sons. Daughters had to be content with such names. 

as Hermione or Carlotta (Hawdon), Lucy or Florence (Studholme), 

Athole, Emma or Helen (Murray-Aynsley). 

In some cases, it is possible that the birth of sons was 

the cause of the purchase of estates. The birth of a son and 

heir, called J·ohn Finlay, to David Morrow in 1878 persuaded 

him to establish his country estate, and later in that year 

he bought 6,000 acres of land, commissioned an architect to 

design a large country house of poured concrete, and began 

to employ men to fence,plant, and lay out grounds on the 

property. His choice of a name for the estate is significant 

too. Montalto was the name of the Kerr family's country seat 

at Ballynahinch, one of the great mansions of Ireland. His 

wife's family was related to ·the Kerr's and he possibly named 

his property Montalto in order to· indicate that he was 

founding a new dynasty to equal that of the Kerrs. Morrow 
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wanted daughters too, and when news arrived of the birth of 

his first daughter, he "threw up his hat to show his 

delight. 1159 It is significant, however, that he commissioned 

no architects to commemmorate this birth. Sons could 

transmit an inheritance, while the best daughters could do 

was to marry another landowner's son, and contract 

valuable new alliances. 

2. Alliances by Marriage. 

Marriage patterns are as important as the education of 

sons in revealing gentry homogeneity, and in showing the 

few dozen landed families to have been a nearly endogamous 

group. Marriages were contracted within a very limited 

circle - habit and training were such that it was difficult 

for members of the upper class to look outside their own or 

equal groups in search for a partner. The crime of 

mesalliance was real, and ensured snobbish censure. 

Marriage served many purposes - it forged links with other 

gentry families, it introduced new sources of wealth and 

authority into a family, it extended a family's ability to 

influence "'.affairs", and it transformed daughters from 

expensive drones into valuable allies. Such ambitions and 

designs were generally veiled with the "decency" of sentiment, 

for they were Victorians, but the analysis of marriage 

patterns shows clearly that marriage was vital in extending 

family contacts. 

Mesalliance could, and did occur, but only as a 

recognisably unwise and unsettling step. It had been 

59 Morrow MSS, family notes by E.B.M. Davidson. 
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permissible at an earlier time, before the new men had risen 

to the dignity of a landed estate, but once they had gained 

their new status they were just as vigorous as the older 

families in attempting to gain "good" matches. Low 

expectations at the beginnings of careers had led several 

men to marry within, rather than above their station. 

H.W. Packer had married a Miss Wheeler in 1866, and although 

her father was a "gentleman", he was only a bourgeois from 

Mickleton, Gloucestershire. - John Grigg, while still 

engaged in founding his fortune in the North Island, ~arried 

the daughter of a man in similar circumstances in Auckland.· 

John Ballantyne, when still a shopkeeper, had married Sarah 

Ann Thorne, the daughter of Richard Thorne of Williton, a 

prosperous Devonshire farmer. But the greatest embarrassment 

to "good" society in the county appears to have·been Duncan 

Cameron's wife. He had married her in his days of obscurity, 

when she had been a Miss Hunter, a yeoman's daughter in 

Scotland. Now, when Cameron was one of the county's greatest 

magnates, Mrs Cameron's manri.ernand accent, and her energetic 

social climbing, brought down upon her the sarcasm of the 

old gentry's wives. One ended~ little diatribe about Mrs 

Cameron by saying "She is dreadfully vulgar. 1160 

Such past lapses were generally overlooked, however, 

and as they rose in wealth, the new gentry acquired most of 

the ways of the old families. More unsettling were 

mesalliances contracted by established gentry families. In 

most nineteenth-century British rural societies 11 unseemly 11 

marriages were seen as "perhaps the greatest threat to the 

60 Studholme MSS, undated letter from Mrs J. Studholme II 
to Mrs J. Studholme I. 
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established order 11 • 61 One English county in the period was 

scandalised by the marriage of a.duke to an actress who had 

62 been born in a country lane. Ashburton at least witnessed 

no such spectacular instances of mesalliance, but there 

were many subtler examples, which would have been startling 

to the more caste-conscious women who in general were the 

most ardent proponents and arrangers·of "matches". Capt. 

John Henry Murray-Aynsley, son of the Mount Hutt family with 

its aristocratic antecendents, married the dau,ghter of a 

Scottish doctor, and entered that profession himself. D.G. 

Holmes committed a similar lapse when he married a Miss Deamer, 

daughter of a Christchurch medical practitioner~ George 

Hart's son, whose mother had been a Kenison-James, married 

Ellen Grace Sherring, the daughter of the manager of the 

bank in Ashburton - this brought mesalliances nearer home, 

and represented a growing intermarriage between notables and 

gentry that both the Hart and the Cox families were beginning. 

Other members of the gentry unsettled the pattern of marriage 

alliances by remaining single. all their life - Leonard 

White of Langley, and John McLean of Lagmhor are examples. 

Such "lapses 11 were, however, uncommon. The gentry 

group was a tight circle, and took marriage seriously. When 

David Morrow returned to Ireland looking for a bride, 

intrigues within the circle of family connections finally 

settled upon Elizabeth __ Bailie for him. Finally, with 

approbation on all sides of the arrangement, a marriage was 

61 

62 

Rill., Sir F., "Squire and Parson ~ Early 
Victorian Lincolnshire 11 ; H.1 story, U •IC,_ Vol .. 
58, No.194, October, 1973, p.339e 
Ibid. 
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contracted, and Morrow took his new bride and the advantages 

of all her wealthy connections, back with him to New Zealana. 63 

The marriage game was indeed taken seriously. One 

young Ashburton lady, after finding that she had "sat and 

chatted gracefully 11 with a distinguished man she wished to 

"snare", but had produced a very bad impression on him, 

"gave one scream and went off into hysterics 11 •
64 It 

involved endless intrigue and speculation amongst the 

women of the county. One year, for instance, a letter arrived 

from one station lady to another in the county, with whom 

she was connected by marriage and "interest". She wrote of 

a third landed gentlemen's lady, who had just carried off a 

_£?UP in the marriage stakes, 65 

"the marriage of her girls will greatly strengthen 
their influence .•• The Barker clique are charmed 
with the connection, and no wonder, for (her mansion) 
combines just now everything that can make a house 
attractive - sport of various kinds, tennis, a 
splendid table and pretty girls ••• no wonder they 
are run after and they are. And I do not think it wise 
to have an open rupture with them, they would just 
make people believe what they chose about us." 

·Most households employed the lures of sports, tennis, 

and a splendid table to find husbands and wives of the "right" 

class for their children, whether they were pretty or not. 

Mrs Cameron excelled at the game,;,· She was a "vivacious, 

sociable woman and had social ambitions. In particular 

she was determined that her two daughters should make 'good' 

marriages. 1166 Consequently, the Camerons entertained on a 

63 

64 

65 

66 

Morrow MSS, family notes by E.B.M. Davidson. 

1895. Guardian 26 January 

Studhoime MSS, 
Shepnerds 1:msh to Mrs 

Ma cdona 1 d , 1113i.03r-aj;/;es :• 

letter from Alice Moorhouse at 
J. Studholme I, 22 November 1888. 
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lavish scale, and the house and hermitage were always full 

of eligible bachelors. Men were often as i~terested in the 

game as their wives were. A.E. Peache noted with satisfaction 

one summar 67 

"One of Con's (his daughter, Constance) young men 
came up to stay the day before Christmas. She had 
numerous admirers. The favourite one at present is 
the son of a great racing man but I do not know if 
anything will come of it. 11 

There were three main sources of "acceptable" admirers: 

the English gentry, the local gentry, and other upper class 

families belonging to church, military, mercantile, or 

official groups. For the most part, it was the older 

generation. that found spouses amongst the English gentry. 

Edward Chapman, for example, had married Emmeline Fereday, 

daughter of a Staffordshire squire, and George Hart had 

marrie~ Julia Kenison-James, from another such landed family. 

John Studholme I had found his br_ide -in .the person- of Lucy 

Ellen Sykes Moorhouse, daughter of the Moorhouses of 

Knott~ngley Park in Yorkshire, and·who sent their sons to 

s·ettle in Canterbury. Cyril Goodricke Hawdon' s wife was 

Mary Charlotte Georgiana, the eldest daughter of Richard 

Strachey of Ashwick Grove, Somerset, and the father of the 

Ashburton Stracheys. Another Burkes wife was Jane Seymour, 

who married William Spence Peter of Anama. Her family 

hailed from Ballymore Castle, in Galway. In addition, some 

of the children of the Ashburton gentry found themselves 

spouses from the English upper classes on their tours "Home", 

or while they were completing their English educations. One 

such was G.A. Maclean Buckley, whose marriage was reported 
. 68 

in 1891 in a local county newspaper: 

67 Gray, <2.,'ef i/,'//s , p.186. 
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"Mr G.A. McLean Buckley, of Lagmhor, second son of 
Mr George Buckley, was married at Slough, England, on 
.December 13, to Miss Mabel Gertrude Warren, second 
daughter of Mr F.R. Warren, of Upton Park, Slough. 11 

Such ~arriages earned the fullest approval of county 

society. Mrs John Studholme II, herself an Englishwoman, 

complimented the new Mrs Maclean Buckley in a letter to her 

"Mater", in which she praised her as 

".so nice and English and quite a lady,.isn't she? 1169 

Most of the younger Ashburton landed families found 

sons - and daughters-in-law amongst their own ranks, however, 

or in the gentry of other South Island counties. There was a 

good deal of inter-marriage amongst the gentry families of 

the county. Edward Mallaby Goodwin of Cracraft, for example, 

married in 1892 Sophia Elmslie, daughter of the Elmslies 
\ 

of Cardendale. A daughter of T.H. Potts at about the same 

time married Edward- Debson of Ilesworth. By the 'nineties 

this sort of inter-marriage had taken place over two 

generations. C.J. Harper had married Sir John Cracraft 

Wilson 1 s granddaughter in 1867, when her father managed 

Cracraft, and Ifenry John Cracraft Harper, their elder son, 

married Helen Rachel, the daughter of A.E. Peache of Mt 

Somers. ·Marriage of cousins was not uncommon. John Holmes 

II, for instance, married his uncle's only child, Gertrude 

Isabella Holmes. This marriage, incidentally, made Holmes 
/ 

his uncle's heir, and presumably such possibilities 

entered into the planning of the match. 

Marriage into gentry groups outside the county was also 

very important for establishing links with prominent 

families in other districts, and also was a result of the 

69. Studholme MSS, Mrs J. Studholme II to Mrs J ,, 
Studholme I 1 6 November 1899. 
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extensive social mingling that occurred amongst the 

provincial gentry in its frequent visits to Christchurch. 

The second Harper son, for exampie, found his wife by this 

means. She was the daughter of a wealthy landed magnate in 

North Canterbury, Reginald Blunden. Three of the children 

of John Studholme I married Canterbury gentry: John II took 

as his second wife the daughter of Sir Charles Bowen of 
. . ... . ~. 

Middleton Grange: the second. son, William Paul Studholme, 

married the daughter of H.F. Gray of Waiora Station, North 

Canterbury; and a daughter, Lucy Ellen, married in 1894 

William Barton, who owned White Rock Station in North 

Canterbury, and a town house called Fareham. Her sister, 

Florence May, had married into the English gentry. Mrs C.F. 

'rodhunter was the daughter of the Hon. Edward Dobson, and 

sister of Edward Dobson of Isleworth. T.H. Potts had 
. 

married one of the Misses Phillips of .Rockwood and The 

Point estates in Selwyn county, Anne Elizabeth Moorhouse 

was linked by Bishop Harper in a ceremony at the Acland's 

church at Mount Peel to William Barker Howell, a wealthy 

South Canterbury landowner, and A. Macintosh Clark married 

· Alice, daughter of W.A. ·Low of St Helens station in the 

Arouri county. 

Parvenus followed the. same marriage pattern - indeed, 

a good match was sometimes a means of making new riches 

socially respectable. The Ohinemuri Chisnalls, of yeoman 

origins, succeeded in enrolling a full register of elevating 

connections. William Chisnall married Marian Gardiner, 

daughter of the owners of Purau estate on Banks Peninsula, 

while Anne Chisnall became Mrs J. Macfarlane of Coldstream 

estate and various other North Canterbury properties. Sarah 
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Chisnall became Mrs Valpy! wife or a prominent Otago 

landed magnate, and mistress of Glenorchy station. Only 

one sister, Elizabeth, married a man not• a large landowner, 

and her husband was a clergyman. Sir William Jewkes Steward 

of Barford managed to contract an elevating marriage with 

the daughter of c. Whitefoord, a magistrate and landowner 

in a large way in Ashley county. Steward revealed his 

pleasure at this connection by constantly making references 

to the nobility and ancestry of the Whitefoords in the 

columns of his newspaper, the Ashburton Guardian. 70 This 

indicates his snobbish interest in his marriage, and is 

particularly illuminating when it is remembered that Steward 

posed as a Liberal. 

Liai~ons with upper class families in other callings 

were also numerous. Connections with merchant families 

occurred. The Rev. John Elmslie, for example, married in an 

apparently very worldly fashion when he took Jeannie Harper 

Anderson as•his wife - she was the daughter of the wealthy 

engineering and entrepeneurial family, and an heiress. Two 

of the Ballantyne sons married daughters of a prominent 

Dunedin mercantile family, the ~aynes family, while 

Catherine Ballantyne was married to Charles Gould, son of 

George Gould, another wealthy merchant. There were also 

many connections with church families, most of which were. 

heavily involved in landowning as well William Elmslie married 

/ . 

a daughter of the Rev. W.H. Gaulter, a Dunedin clergyman, and 

the Peter family of Anama later married into the same family. 

Elizabeth Thorne Ballantyne also married a clergyman, as did 

70 Guardian in 1891 includes several such examples. 
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Alice Moorhouse, daughter of B.M. Moorhouse. Multiple 

connections with families of the clergy were not unknown. 

Archdeacon James Wilson, owner of Valetta, provided 

daughters for two other members of the Ashburton gentry -

Beatrice married Frederick de Cartaret Malet, and Margaret 

married William Campbell Walker. Bishop Harper's family 

became intricately entangled with the landed gentry by 

numerous connections. One example was the marriage of 

C.P. Cox to Sarah- Shephard, one of the bishop's daughters. 

Other gentry married into less prominent Anglican c:ergy. 

Lily Eleanor Cox married the Rev. H.T. Purchas, while a son 

of Edward Chapman, William Palmer Chapman, married a 

daughter of the Rev. J. Raven, who owned Oakleigh estate in 

Selwyn county. Some Ashburton gentry married into 

English clerical families. John Studholrne I married the 

daughter of the Archbishop of York, and Beatrice Anne 

Sibella de Cartaret Malet married firstly the son of the Dean 

of Chichester, and secondly the son of Sir George Harper, 

himself the son of Bishop Harper. 

Alliances were also formed with military and other 

families. One of F. de Cartaret Malet's sons married the 

daughter of Admiral R.F. Stopford of Surrey, and a second 

married Gwendoline Marriett a'Beckett, the eldest 

daughter of a banker. One son of C.F. Todhunter married 

the daughter of Colonel Pemberton-Pigott, the second married 

into a landed family, the Newtons, while his daughter, Ellen 
.,. 

Todhunter, married Sir James Thomson, an eminent Anglo-Indian 

at Madras. The third son of J. Studholme I married Eliza 

Hersey Wauchope, daughter of Major-General R.A. Wauchope. 

Peter Combe Cunningham, son of P. Cunningham, found his wife 



107 

from amongst the daughters of Colonel Babington of Opawa .. 

And Mrs D. Cameron's aspirations were answered when her 

eldest daughter married one retired officer, by whom she 

bore a son, now SiF Duncan Sandys, a prominent British 

Conservative leader. Evelyn Cameron Sandys then divorced 

this first husband, and contracted a second marriage with 

another military man, a Colonel Cusler. Her sister, Mildred, . 
married yet another officer, Major Stannas. 

Another important source of brides was to be found 

among Australian heiresses. Both the Coster brothers 

married in this way. Edward Stafford Coster married Agnes 

Cecil Henty, and his brother John Lewis Coster, married her 

sister, Ellen Henty. Both of these women came with ample 

endowments, and were the daughters of the ve·ry rich Hon. S.G. 

Henty, a Victorian squatter. John Cathcart Wason was 

another landowner who married a rich Australian •. He selected 

Alice Seymour· Bell, daughter of Edward Bell, a prominent South 

Australian squatter. 

By such means Ashburton.landed families forged ever

widening connections with wealth and influence. For old 

families, such marriages confirmed their 'status, and for 

the newcomers, elevated matches gave them certain 

acceptance. By this means, parvenu families seem to have 

gained complete inclusion in the gentry class. The Morrow 

family can serve as an example. From the start, David Morrow 

had married judiciously. Firstly to Madelina Bassett, whose 

family was wea.-lthy, and then to Elizabeth Bailie, who came 

from an ancient gentry family. The Bai lies ·were an old Irish 

"untitled aristocracy" family with extensive noble and 

. baronetage connections, descended originally from Hugh de 
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71 Baliol, Baron of Riche in Essex. Elizabeth Bailie's 

father was a merchant, her uncle a tea planter in India, 

and she had been brought up largely in her grandparents' 

country house in Ireland. Morrow saw his children married 

equally well. After the usual education by governesses and 

in seminaries for the girls, and boarding schools for the 

boys, they all made "good" marriages. Of the daughters, 

Madelina married Robert, son of Robert Rainey of Finch 

House, near Christchurch, Elizabeth married a large landowner, 

and the youngest married a clergyman. Of the sons, typical 

marriages were those of Robert William, who married the 

daughter of the new owner of Barford (after Sir William 

Steward sold that estate after the 'nineties). and David 

James, who married that daughter of another ~shburton 

landowner, Duncan Cameron. 

By the 'nineties an intricate, constantly expanding 

network of alliances by marriage had thus been built up, 

linking the gentry and other upper class groups together 

tightly, until the landed oligarchy was almost an extended 

family. Complex lines of relationship and connection had 

been formed, as is shown in Figure 2, which shows how nine 

sample families in the county were all interconnected by 

marriage. The incidence of mesalliance was siight, and the 

enthusiasm with which such new families as the Morrows, 

Camerons, and Ballantynes participated in the practice of 

intra-class marriage seems to show once again the prevalence 

of values set by the majority of "old" gentry families. In 

addition, it shows that the group of landed gentry was almost 

endogamous. 

71 Bailie, G.A., A History and Genealogy of the Family of 
Bailie, Augusta, Georgia, U.S.A., 1902. 



.-'.:.::L.2.t. :·;:1.1r.11ng :.10:J~ oXil!"lplc3 of th, 1ntor-rilla.tlon::ih1p:i and inter

cor:.noctlon::1 of th" l::1 . .nJcJ gentry. ra..".1.1111,:J w!th a:1tate" 

i::i A~hliurton county aro indicated by th.Jir :rnrno.mea; 

b,:i.lng ::ihown in capi tnl:s. 

Judg" R. J. Loushna:n 1 

, .. ,,.1:_::r~; Lr-1 i 
, 'l.11 c.-·uµ\..(?11: ... ::::-=.;J~f-tr(!,:tr•Jt ·./IL:30:t H~atrico i"IILSO!l=-,:1?rodor- ick DZ. CARTARET MALKI' Hen1·y Ha:1ilton !Jisa Lo1.1g:hnan~I Sir Ge-or.,1.1 HARPER 
· :1 LCUG!UIAlf 

=~-~-~~--~===Si 
Dontrice, Anno Sibel11 r 

Rmdnll. 
DZ C.\R'i'ARZ·r MAL.St~zric Tri:.1tra.'1 H.A.RPE!l 

Sir John CIUCROF'? WILSOl 

'2110:on 

r 
Henry Joh..'l Cracro.ft~Helen Rachel 

HARP2:R PEACH~ 

Cox 

Florenco r;:fl.ud Augusta.~u • .I •• R.. X.ILI.U 
PEACHS 

Samual ?ort: 



110 

J. The Station Lady. 

Respectable Victorian society saw woman primarily as a 

helpmeet to her husband; she took her husband's name, she 

made over a'11 her property to him on their marriage, and her 

role was to comfort, soothe, and breed heirs. Educated men 

stressed the vital role of women in their society; one 

landowner, for example,.considered the 11keen insig:ht •.• 
79b 

and civilising influence of women 11 to be the most important 

single element in the rural community. This gave rise to 

a society in which "gallantry" played a large part and in 

which a gentle segregation generally kept the sexes at a 

level of amiable politehess with one another. Each sex 

expected the other to play its role, and .::so long as this was 

so, society retained its assurance an~ its stability. 

Ashburton landed gentlemen wanted their w:ives.to supervise 

their households and make them into home~, to.raise their 

children and to fulfil the "social contract" :bY diligent 

and "feminine" interest in the neighbourhood; the poor, and 

the afflicted. Such attitudes are reflected in David 

Morrow's letter of proposal to Eliza Bailie: 

"My dear Miss Bailie, 
Kindly pardon the liberty I have 

taken thus to address you, for I am sure this will be 
a surprise when you read it and I ask for so much. I 
want nothing less than yourself as a special prize to 
take with me to New Zealand, if I can but get your 
consent and your Father's. My time in this country is 
fast passing away on me and if I am to gain you for a 
prize I must let no time be lost. 

I want you to say that you will come to New Zealand 
with me. (no fun this time) • I now ask you with all 
sincerity and affection to come with me as my little 
loving wife .and make a home for me happy as I am sure you 
would, and it will ever by my constant and careful study 
to find out what will make you happy and content, and 
will see that you want for nothing that I am able to 
procure to make your home a comfortable one. Now dear 
Miss Bailie will you kindly think this over and if you 
believe I can make you happy do come and I will do all I 

79b Unacknowledged 7u.,fc«:,,n fran Ash, 11 Ideas of Society;1 p.(11.. 
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can that you may never regret your going to New Zealand 
with me. 

I will thank you to let me know at your convenience 
or I will go Ballynahinch for your answer to what I ask 
if you let me know when. I do sincerely hope you will 
make up your mind to come. If possible say 'yes' or let 
me say it for you. 

Again forgive the liberty I take in writing as above 
but I do so much wish to have you away with me and if I 
want to succeed must ask you for a great deal - for 
nothing less than your good self will do me. 

With kind regards I am 
Dear Miss Bailie 
Yours faithfully 

David Morrow 72 
Downpatrick." 

It was sentiments such as these that coaxed some of 

the county ladies of Ashburton across the seas from their 

British halls, rectories, and town houses to take up the new 

role of "station lady" in New Zealand. They ·found differenc~s 

in conditions in their new country. Servants were fewer in 

number, .large numbers of workers were employed directly on 

their husband's estates, rather than tenant farmers as in 

Britain, and there was little organised charity. This meant 

novel situations, and the need for a more active role 

than was common amongst the daughters and wives of the 

British educated classes. It meant a return to a domestic 

life more similar to eighteenth century than to nineteenth 

century England. It meant that county ladies were not only 

"fine" ladies, but also many became used to performing 

light tasks i,n the kitchen. The baking of cakes, pastries, 

and other such confectionaries was often perfected as an 

art by well-to-do women. In short, a species of "station 

lady" grew up, at the centre of the life of each estate. 

72 Morrow MSS, _ this letter of 21 June 1877 has been 
transcribed by E.B.M. Davidson. 
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Part of this convention required "ladies" to be 

ignorant of the grosser aspects of country life. Thirty years 

earlier, Lady Barker had only once visited the woolshed during 

her regime as station lady in the next county, and 

requirements appear to have changed little by the 'nineties. 

A daughter of Westcott Lyttleton wrote that Lady Calthorpe 

"was perhaps the only lady on the Plains who went more 
than once in the season to the shearing-shed. 11 73 

The "once in .a season" referred to was the custom on 

stations by which the "quality 11 from the "big house" made a 

tour of inspection of the shearing shed, after which the men 

would be given a dance or feast of some sort. It was at such 

functions .. that women displayed another of their functions -

that of nobless oblige. A devotion to family, church, and .i 

charity, were the principal requirements of the Canterbury 

lady. 

Most Ashburton landowners' wives appear to have accepted 

this role without question, and to have played it wi~h some 

grace. Mrs Elmslie, for example, although a well-travelled, 

74 educated woman, "quick witted and apt", "gave up all her 

75 time to her ~arriily, her home, and to the work of the Church", 

and was "utterly and sweetly contented" in marriage. 76 The 

servants were said to have been devoted to her, she "loyally 

supported" her husband "in every way possible", and 

"was quiet and unassuming, and kept a.n orderly and 
happy home ... She played a hymn on the old harmonium 
at family worship, morning and evening, year in and year 
out - while (the father) led the singing, and ended with 
a prayer," 

73 Lancaster,P,'vmenad.e, pp.441-442. 
7 4 Elms lie, t:(WJ•.de . , p. 5 4 . The quotations given here were 

written by a descendant of the Elmslies, and are not 
contemporary. Family memoirs are,naturall~ · fallible. 

75 Ibid., p.53. 

16 Ibid,, p.54. 
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And yet she 11 possessed great gifts of personality and 

intelligence". The requirements of hospit~lity also 

occupied her. Like most of these women she loved a ball, was 

fond of riding, and "led a desperately busy life, but was 

always ready to give a sincere and charming welcome to all 

who came." The highest praise of the age was accorded to 

Mrs Elmslie when she was called "always calm and serene 11 • 77 

.ll..nother 11 station lady" in this mould was Mrs William 

White, remembered for her "reserved and retiring temperament", 

her "warm heart", and the value of her friendship. In 

addition, like most station ladies, she was "a great lover 

of nature" - schooled in the traditions of romantic 
. 78 

literature and art. She initiated extensive plantings 

in the grounds of Langley and elsewhere on the estate. 

Mrs Murray-Aynsley was another fond of her gardens, and 

particularly of her roses - and a byword for hospitality in 

Canterbury, with her lavish entertainments at Riverlaw, the 

Murray-Aynsley's Banks Peninsula house, and Mount Hutt, in 

79 Ashburt,on. Mrs D.G. Holmes was another "lover of 

nature". At her instructions the parterre at Holmeslee was 

, transformed into a maze of formal flower beds. She was 

also a strong supporter of the church.so 

The station lady could exercise a benevolent maternal 

care of young bachelor landowners in the neighbourhood. One 

wrote.to Mrs J. studholme r, 81 

77 Ibid~ pp.59-60. 
• II d ,, // 78 .white, Recor s, p . . 

7 9 Macdonal:d, 118io3i-c.fh;e~ :' 

80 Ibid. 
81 studholme MSS, letter from L$ Walker of Four 

Peaks to Mrs J. Studholme I., undated. 
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"I got your kind note of Thursday last, yesterday; 
it !1a ;.rtng 0een sent on from the Club. I came back 
here on Friday. Many than~s for your kind offer to 
take me in and nurse me, which sounds very tempting. 
I was very seedy for a couple of days with liver, but 
am better since I came down here." 

He then b.egins to gossip, beginning by "I never knew 

Lady Gore Browne ••• ". Station ladies were, of course, 

enthusiastic exchangers of news, with their male as well as 

· their female acquaintance. Another of their occupations 

was to carry out numerous "kind offices" to their married 

children, and to maintain the. ties of family. Mrs Studholme 

was constantly sending parasols, gowns, veils, a silk cape, 

and the like to her son and daughter-in-law after they moved 

into Coldstream in the 'nineties. On one occasion she sent 

them a piano, and she frequently posted them cheques and 

small "surprises 11 •. Station lad.i:.es, with their "tact and 

affection", modified the distance and reserve of their 

husbands, 82 or guarded their moral weifare and looked after 

"propriety". John Ballantyne's wife, for example, although 

a quiet, retiring woman, steadfastly refused to let him 

smoke "the noxious weed" in the homestead at Thirlstan-e, 

and he. had a smokingrooom erected at some distance from the 

house so as to respect her sensibilities. 

There were other aspects to the lives of station ladies, 

however. Not all remained tranquil and in the background, 

and on at least one the strain.of the roJ.e exacted a toll of 

weariness and fatalism; Mrs Moorhouse wrote to Mrs Studholme fror 

a highland lodge in Scotland where she and her husband were 

re~ting, and lamented to "My dear Ellen 11 her "old age and 

82 Elms lie, £/l'n:sl:e, p.16. 
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stupidity". She protested at all 

"the work I have to do, all the Societies, Committees 
and Meetings, of one sort and another more than I can 
manage, and I get so weary at night, that I cannot 
often do what I would from sheer fatigue ••. when we 
get old, we fee1 what we have lost, and how soon the 
night will come, whence no man can probe."83 

Younger women, however, did not yet feel this "fatigue". 

Many of the county ladies struck out vigorously in 

directions unacceptable to the definition of station lady. 

Some, for instance, became energetic businesswomen. The 

ideal lady knew nothing of such things, and when the Misses 

Wilson inherited their father's Valetta estate, for example, 

they relied completely upon the business ability of their 

brother-in-law, F. de Cartaret·Malet, "in keeping their 

84 ·estate in good order. 11 Mrs Westcott Lyttleton III brought 

in her brother, Louis Wood, to run Rokeby when her husband 

died in 1898. 

Others, however, were competent, even pushing business

woman, who throve in an atmosphere of intrigue. One letter 

to Mrs Studholme from a Christchurch legal firm, dealing 

with a mortgage and the sale of securities, involves three 

parties, all of whom were women - Mrs Studhqlme, Mrs Moorhouse, 
. 85 

and Mrs Rhodes of the Grange. Sometimes wives were given 

nominal control of estates or other affairs as means of legal 

evasion. The transference of title and interest in Greta 

Peaks from J. Studholme I to his wife in 1892 was example of 

this, as also was the conveyance to her of all moneys owed to 

8 3 Studholme MSS, letter from Mary Moorhouse to 
Mrs J. Studholme I, 14 August 1899. The.societies, etc. 
she refers to were apparently in Britain. · 

8 4 Macdonald, "B:a,grcph;e,:' 

85 Studholme MSS, 26 July 1899. 
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studholme by his brother. 86 But at other times, their 

business interests were their own, and money given them was 

their own. In 1896, for example, T.C. Moorhouse transferred 

· bl,000 to his sister as an outright gift, for her investment. 87 

A letter from the brother-in-law of Mrs J. Studholme I in 1894 

commends her for her business ability, and her wise handling 

of the funds he had placed at her disposa1. 88 

Some station ladies also mixed a lively interest in 

politics with their fondness for domestic matters. Athole, 

one of the Murray-Aynsley daughters, showed her interest in 

gentry politicking by adding to a letter to Sir John Hall 

that89 

"George (her brother) says if only.he were able to 
get into Methven he would go and speak to Stone; he 
does not understand how McLachlan can get much support 
in this district (the latter was the "radical" 
candidate for the electorate, and Stone his campaign 
oraaniser in Methven. Sir John Hall was a conservative 
ca~didate) unless it is that they do not know h~m, but 
surely they have brains enough to see the folly of 
supporting an unknown and untried man against one known 
and tried. George doesn't seem to believe in the report 
of the 150 voters for McLachlan ••• " 

Women were given the vote in this period, and this 

further stimulated interest in politics. Increasing nu..rnbers 

fo upper class women were also becoming well educated. In 

most Ashburton country houses the early education of the 

children had been under the supervision of Mamma ~· assisted 

86 Ibid., 20 August 1889, signed in the presence of the 
coachman and garde:nerat Merevale. 

87 Ibid., . : _., ·: · . a letter from T.C. Moorhouse to 
Mrs J. Studholme I speaks of this, II Mo.N.h lf'16, 

88 Ibid, letter from P. Studholme of Crinkle House, Ireland, 
to Mrs J. Studholme I, 26 April 1894. 

89 Hall _Papers, 
. . letter .from A thole Murray.:..Aynsley to 

Sir John Hall, 2o /./ov,ur,br-,- /</'lo. 
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by governesses and tutors. Sons and daughters began with 

the same treatment, learning their first lessons in .the 

schoolroom of the homestead. But while sons soon began to 

ascend the familiar ladder of governess to prep school, 

prep school to Christ's College or an English public school, 

and then possibly to university, daughters were usually 

educated far more superficially. There were many "ladies' 

seminaries", board-schools where girls were given an 

education in literature, geography, history, music, the arts, 

and sometimes a little maths and science •. · While the 

education of boys presented few quandries, that of girls 

was rather different. The Peaches were typical in the 

constant dilemma about the relative merits of education at 

private schools, or at home under a governess. The problem 

occupied a deal of time for them in the early 'nineties, 

until finally, after having sent out various feelers to 

boarding_schools, a new governess was engaged, and as she 

was "most competent and well qualified", the idea of sending 

the two eldest girls to Christchurch was dropped. 

The Peache children were taught in a "very large room, 

with a fireplace and verandah", connected with the house by 

a long passageway. Later in the 'nineties, this earlier 

decision was reversed, and it was decided to send the girls 

to a Christchurch seminary. 90 

By the 'nineties, this conventio~al system of girls' 

education ·was not necessarily superficial, a mere acquisitior 

of "accomplishments". The three Morrow daughters began thei:r 

education in the schoolhouse at Montalto, and their governes:: 

was Jessie Mackay, who was emerging in this period as a poet· 

9 O Grayt Qu.;d- 1-/;//s:, . p. 15 7. 
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and "New Woman". Afterwards the Morrow girls were sent to 

Avonside College, an expensive boarding school for girls in 

Christchurch~ Their teachers there included Charles Hogg, 

an Oxford Wrangler. While one of the Morrow girls was "mad 

on horseback ridingtl, and neglected her studies, the 

other two were diligent, studious girls. One studied medicine, 

and gained a B.A. at Canterbury College, while the other was 

"quite literary", and wrote short stories. 91 Margaret 

Todhunter, later Lady Thomson, was another one of these 

"advanced" young women, who gained her M.A. at Canterbury 

College after having been educated at a boa-rding school in 

92 England. 

Such an education system was producing a crop of 

distinguished, intelligent women, cultivated, well-travelled, 

and often enthusiastic participants in the cult of the "New 

· ~~o-man" which was being formulated in the I nineties. Some 

shuttled backwards· and forwards .between New Zealand and 

Europe, dabbling in culture and the beau monde. They were 

not content with the role of "station lady"_,. Constance 

Peache was one of these young women. Her parents sent her to 

Europe to study painting and gain a 11 finish", and she later 

exhibited and sold some of her paintings at exhibitions in 

Christchurch. Alice Moorhouse, daughter of B.M. Moorhouse I, 

gained a doctorate in medicine, and eventually married a 

headmaster of Christ's College. Mrs Maclean Buckley founded 

91 For most of this information I am indebted to Mrs J.V. 
Morrow Jacobsen, who was a child in the 1890s while her 
sisters were in their teens. Mrs Jacobsen was the 
daughter 11 mad on riding 11 , Madeline was the B.A., and 
Elizabeth was "quite literary 11 • 

92 It is significant that se~eral girls from Ashburton 
landed families were educated at Canterbury College, but 
very few boys. 
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( Mrs J.V.Jacobaon) 
9. COUNTRY LIFE. James and Elfzabeth Morrow in a 

gig. in the "wilderness II garden at Monta.l to. 

( Alexander Turnbull Libo ) 
10~ LAWN TIDTNIS. A Barraud prin~ depicting lawn 

tennis on•a Canterbury country estate$ 
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11. ff.OLMESLEE. A homestead built in the regency
colonial canon on the- estate of D. G. H.olmes, 
nea.:r Rakaia. 

12. LAGM1IOR. 11".a.e entrance front of Go A. Mele.an 
Buckley's ncanon" homestead near Tinwa.ld., 
Croquet lawn in front. 



121 

13., LAG1iliOR. The garden front, seen from a smali 
Greek revival gazebo .. 

14., LAGMnOR. The main formal lawn. 
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15., AKAtraUI. The "can.on" style homestead built of 
Longbeach brick on E.F.J.Grigg's estate near 
Eiffelton, c.1897• 

1-6. WDT1DERMERE. The entrance front of E.G~ Wright's 
main. country homestead, near Hindso 
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( J. Tait ) 
17. HACKTHOfu~E. A view of the first.wing of 

{l,. J. Ha:rpar''s ooun try homestead soon after it 
was built, e.1aao; Taken from the bank of a 
stream running through tha grounds. Harper 
stands beside the carriage. 

18. OOI1lETAHI. The absentee landowner, T.!L.Potts's 
country homestead near Governors Bay. 
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19. SPRINGFIELD. Th:a entrance front of D.Cameron's 
colonial-baronial mansion near. Methven. 

20. LOMG-BEAC?l. The entrance .front seen across a 
formal parterre. A Queen Anne brick house 
built for JoGrigg in. the late 1880s. 
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and became President and Patron of the Ashburton Ladies' 

. d k 93 Lie er ranz. 

Nor was this confident, cultured woman of the world 

limited to the younger generation. Not all the older ladies 

of the county were merely "stainless matrons". Caroline 

Todhunter, for example, while she was still a Miss Dobson, 

studied at London University, and was "a cultured and widely

read woman, who had travelled considerably and was much 

. d. d . . 94 interest.e in many e ucational and charitable causes. 11 

These were poised, upper-class women of affairs, who could 

be shrewd businesswomen, as was Mrs J. Studholme I, and yet 

earn such ep-i the ts as "handsome and so charming 11 , as the 

95 Archbishop of York's lady called Mrs Studholme. 

But for the most part, Ashburton ladies remained of the 

11blushing 11 variety. Daughters, sisters and wives were there 

primarily to supervise servants and make a 11 home 11 , as were 

Alexandrine, Sophia, and Jessie Elmslie, who dutifully lived 

with their brother William at Cardendale to run his household, 

or Miss ·white, who laboured, to assist her father in writing 

96 articles for newspapers, and tended to his correspondence. 

The birth of daughters meant the birth of potentially 

valuable alliances to extend a family's influence and 

connections, such as those of the Loughnan girls, one of 

whom married the Count de la Pasture of St Helens and Glynn 

Wye, North Canterbury stations, a second Sir George Harper, 

93 Guardian, 17 May 1895. 

94 Press, Obituary or Mrs C.F. Todhunter, July 1932. 

95 Studholme MSS, letter from Mrs J. Studholme II 
to Mrs J. Studholfue II, 14 February 1898. 

96 White,"Records'~ p.5'4. 
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and a third W. Wood Rice. They were presented to the 

marriage market at expensive "coming out" balls, usually 

only after an elder sister had been safely married off. 

Florence·Peache, for example, only "came out" at a ball 

afser her elder sister had married a wealthy North Canterbury 

97 landowner. Many more shared the fate of Sarah Helen and 

Alice Jane Ballantyne, who watched their two sisters make 

good marriages, and then remained unmarried permanently. 

The incidence of spinsterhood amonst the gentry appears to 

have been high; two of the four Moorhouse daughters also 

never married, and there are other examples. Such women 

occupied an ambivalent position, dependent upon their male 

relatives, and deriving their rank only from being "So-and-so's 

daughter". Death made many rich in later life, such as the 

Misses Wright, daughters of E.G. Wright, who used some of 

their father's fortune to build a large house in beautiful 

grounds near Ashburton, which they called Coniston. But in 

a· s,ociety that judged women by their husbands, this was never 

as satisfactory as its outward comfort suggested. 

Women were always, in the final analysis, adjuncts to 

men. It was in male heirs that the integrity of estates was 

vested, and it was for sons that Ashburton landowners 

wished. Wives could be bypassed in wills in favour of cousins, 

nephews, or brothers, if there were no sons. An ~xample is 

the will of J.S. Coster, who died without issue. All his 

landed estate was bequeathed to his brother, Edward Stafford 

Coster, while "my dear wife Ellen" received the comparatively 

modest settlement of bl0,000 in cash. Another b3,110 were 

97 Gray, Qu.;c?.f H,tls , p .179. 
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settled on various friends, sisters, a nephew, and a godson. 

Furniture, carriages, horses, and the large residence of 

Compton were also left to Mrs Coster, but dynastic 

preferences were revealed by the fact that the crested family 

plate, which was left temporarily to the widow, was to pass 

to the brother on her death or remarriage. 98 To J.S. Coster, 

his brother and "the family" were more important than his 

wife. 

98 This information is contained in the copy of the will of 
J.s. Coster held by the Registry of Lands & Deeds, 
Christchurch. Fo/:o l'eftr-ence., 1 Hv4Z.Z3. 
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CHAPTER III 

THE GENTRY AS 'HIGH FARMERS' 

I. AGRICULTURE AND PASTORALISM. 

1. The· Estates. 

In 1882 there were forty-three privately-owned freehold 

estates in Ashburton county of over 2,500 acres in area or 

nlS,000 in value. The total acreage of these forty-three 

properties was 272,000, and the total value ~1,428,000. The 

average area of these estates was some 6,600 acres, and the 

average value ~33,0O0. 1 -Similarly detailed statistics are 

not available for the 'nineties, but it seems probable that 

the figures were substantially the same. Comparisons 

between the fre~hold estates of over 10,000 acres in 1892, 

and the same properties in 1882 (see Appendices I and II) 

indicate that acreages were slightly smaller, and values 

slightly Iargero There is also a slight increase in 

numbers of estates under the direct control of finance 

companies; in 1882 a bank owned one small estate, and a 

loan company a large property of 12,000 acres. By 1895 

these two had increased to seven - the "death toll" of the 

long depression - and the Moorhorises had lost Shepherd's Bush 

to a finance company, the well-known estates of Acton and 

Buccleugh were in similar hands, and banJo,:s and mortgage 

companies held other estates at Ealing, Mayfield, Winslow, 

and Hinds. (see Appendix III) For the most part; however, 

the estates of the county remained in private hands. 

1 A Return of the Freeholders of New Zealand ( see. Apf&lh,. I). 



The size and scale of farming operations on these 

forty-five or so estates varied considerably. On the 

larger estates it was common to see, "twenty or thirty 
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teams groomed and led out from the stables every morning, 

and a dozen ploughs or reapers and binders and a hundred 

working in one great paddock 11 • 
2 An estate or more men 

could be seen as the counterpart of a bigger than _average 

factory in Christchurch, where labour forces performed 

standardised tasks for wages, and organisation of the force 

and tasks was complex, requiring significant delegation of 

authority, and usually the restriction of the owner's or 

master's close supervision of all aspects. The Weekly Press 

2b 
said of J. Cathcart Wason: 

"He has always held that a farm is in every sense of 
the term a manufactory. 11 

This attitude was common, and landowners approached 

fa_rming as a business. The lesser estates were naturally 

less distinct from large farms, and operated on a more 

modest scale. 

The two largest landholding families who owned estates in 

Ashburton county were the Studholmes and the Rhodeses. 

Robert Heaton Rhodes held the 3,500 acre Chatmos estate 

near Winslow,. and Lowcliffe, of 11,000 acres. These two 

properties were a mere fragment of Rhodes's estates which 

were scattered through the eastern grasslands of New 

Zealand, and this meant that the Rhodes family never became 

active in Ashburton life. The death of R.H. Rhodes in 

1884 meant that his Ashburton properties were run by his 

trust. More significant was the great Coldstream estate, 

2 Scatter, Canterbury, p.n. 
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easily the largest single holding in Lowlands Ashburton. 

It comprised some 55,000 acres, which was held under 

several titles, including 18,800 acres of freehold and 

2,1GQ ~cres of leasehold held by John Studholme II, and 
., 

the remainder, roughly 34,000 acres, still held as 

pastoral leasehold by John Studholme I. In 1891 this land 

grazed over 28,000 sheep and 400 pigs, while 4,000 acres 

were cropped in wheat,oats, and winter crops, and in the 

stables twenty teams of horses were housed to draw the 

ploughs. Four reaping machines were kept permanently on 

~he estate. 3 In 1892 the-18,000 freehold acres of the 

estate were worth nearly b60,000 and the entire station 

covered some nine miles square. 

The bulk of Coldstream was _a sheep run, however, much 

of it on lighter s:oils, or still swamp. The intractable 

nature of the-country had prevented freeholding and closer 

settlement, but by 1895 the Studholmes were beginning to 

sell off the grazing land to small men. They were incapable 

of developing this land. - a result of their too-extensive 

commitments in North Island land speculations. These 

factors made Coldstream something of an anomaly in the 

Ashburton lowlands, most of which were now freeholded, and 

the estate can be seen as the last remnant of an earlier, 

purely pastoral phase in the county. There was _another 

big enclave of pastoralism further up the Rangitata river, 

in the shape of E.M. Goodwin's Cracraft station. Goodwin 

had bought Cracraft from the executors of Sir John Cracraft 

Wilson in 1886, and in that year, the property had comprised 

3 Studholme MSS, Paddock Minute Book 1890-1891. 
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some 17,000 acres, of which only ?,000 were freehold, and 

the remainder still a leasehold run comprising the lightest, 

stoniest, poorest land in the county. The property was 

rurining some 18,000 sheep on paddocks that were still largely 

open tussock grassland. Goodwin had paid only bl4,500 for 

the 2,000 acres of freehold, stock, improvements, leasehold 

right, and "goodwill", and being a wealthy man, purchased 

the entire leasehold over the next few yearsJ and carried 

out considerable improvements, most notably the close 

fencing of the station. 

In the mid 'nineties, this once great run ceased to be 

anything more than a mere middle-sized estate, as Goodwin 

sold off 11,000 acres of Cracroft in small farms, which were 

quickly snatched u~, and then consolidated the estate around 

the 6,000 acres that remained. By 1896, however, there were 

only 4,000 sheep being grazed on this land, which is a good 

indication of the soil's lightness, ·and how under-developed 

it still was. In the next eight years~ with the sowing of 

English grasses and better·techniques, this number was to 

be doubled. Throughout the .'nineties, Cracraft remained 

essentially a large open sheepwalk, a small run rather than 

a typical lowlands estate. '. 

At the opposite end of the scale was the Grigg family's 

rich Longbeach estate. In 1893, of its 15,000 acres some 

1,100 were cropped in turnips, 1,100 in rape, 4,600 in wheat, 

280 in barley, and 2,100 in oats. It normally carried 

35,000 sheep on pastures that had been repeatedly sown with 
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Enqlish grasses, and the flocks were mainly Shropshire 

Downs, Leicesters, and Border Leicesters, compared with the 

ubiquitous Merino on Cracraft and, to a lesser extent, 

Coldstream. Longbeach sold from the permanent flock some 

12,000 fat lambs and wethers every year, and in addition a 

further 20,000 wethers would be bought annually for 

fattening and sale to the London market. In addition, 400 

cattle were fattened annually, and between·l,500 and 2,000 

pigs. 

Other estates rivalled Longbeach. D. Cameron's estate 

of Springfield consisted of 16,200 acreo of good grain

growing and stock-raising land, and was worth almost !:il00,000 

_in 1892. Springfield exceeded even Longbeach in its wheat 

acreage, and frequently 5,500 acres were harvested - a 

record which the Cyclopedia7 claimed had "seldom if ever 

been beaten by one landowner in the Southern Hemisphere." A,n 

additional 1,200 acres were cropped in oats, 2,000 in turnips, 

and 400 in Cape Barley, 26,000 sheep grazed, and 120 draught 

horses were retained on the estate for farm work. G.A. 

Maclean Buckley's estate of Lagmhor was another great 

station, sprawling over 18,000 acres from the Ash~urton to the 

Hinds, heavily cropped along the riversides, grazed on the 

interfluve, and worth !:il45,000. Comparable properties, 

although less well farmed, were the Valetta estate, Anama 

with .i.ts flock of 25,000 on 19,000 freehold acres, and 

lowlands estates with high country runs attached, such as 

Mount Hutt and Blackford. 

7 Cyclopedia, [J-~C2. 
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Smaller, but still above the acreage of the average 

estate; were such stations as D.G. Holmes's Holmeslee estate, 

worth b57,000 in 1883. Holmeslee had been built up in 1872 

by the purchase of land from the Rokeby and Lavirigton 

stations, and by 1877 had been enclosed with eighteen miles 

of fences. By 1882 it was being watered by races running 

from the foothills above Methven_ (Holmeslee being near 

Rakaia), and up to 2,500 acres of wheat and 800 of turnips_ 

were being grown annually by the 'nineties, together with a 

flock of 8,000 sheep, and another of 6,000 at Mount Harding, 

Holmes's second estate in the county. The land which once 

comprised the 5,000 acres of Holmeslee today supports some 

twenty small farms. 

Further up the Rakaia was a similar estate, M.I. 

Browne's Highbank,.of over 9,000 freehold acres, worth 

hSl,000 in 1882. Situated on the south bank of the Rakaia 

below the Upper Rakaia bridge, and only 3½ miles from the 

railway at Methven, 3 miles. from Cairnbrae, and 3½ from 

Lyndhurst, it was well served with transport links. The 

land was open, level,very even, and of good quality. The 

soil, resting.on clays and loams, was generally of a fair 

depth, and good. The whole estate was cultivated, and by 

1895 was almost entirely in English grasses,·enclosed by 

hawthorn and gorse hedges. Water-races ran through every 

section of the estate, and enabled it to support_ a flock 

of 17,000. The Acton estate, on the south bank of the Lower 

Rakaia, was another comparable property; it comprised 8,000 

acres of freehold, and in 1894 was carrying 10,000 crossbred 

ewes, 3,000 crossbred hoggets, and 3,000 fat sheep. Since 

the 1893 shearing the estate had turned off 16,000 fat sheep 
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An "average" estate was Maranan, which comprised 6,bOO 

freehold acres on the north bank of the Hinds. All but 2,000 

acres were in grass pastures, the remainder being under 

cultivation. A flock of 10,000 sheep was grazed on the 

property. D. Morrow's Montalto estate, on light stony 

ground, was given over entirely to stock-raising, and in 

the 1895-96 season he grazed 14,000 sheep on the property. 

Rather larger was Alford, which in 1886 consisted of 10,400 

acres of freehold, 1,000 acres of Education Reserve, and 

3,500 acres of leasehold run in the foothills - totalling 

14,800 acres. Enclosure by gorse hedges was extensive, 

though 4,700 acres were still unploughed ·tussock, 3,500 in 

English grasses, 1,500 in turnips, and 720 in grain. Stock 

included 10,000 crbssbreds, 8,000 merinos, and "a nice little 

lot of pure bred Lincoln ewes and some Canowie rams," together 

with 100 cattle. By 1890 the acreage of unploughed tussock 

had all been cultivatea. 9 

The smaller estates presented much the same picture. 

M. Friedlander's Kalmar was a fair example. Situated on the 

Rakaia-Methven railway, it adjoined Lyndhurst and Urrall 

townships, and comprised 4,500 acres, of which 1,700 were in 

wheat and oats in 1896 and the rest in English grasses. It 

had been carefully farmed since Friedlander had bought it in 

1879, and yielded good crops of wheat, oats, and turnips. 

With its "Big Housell, dwelling-houses for the worker, granaries, 

implement and wool sheds, stables, sheep-yards and dips, 

8 Guardian,l December 1894. 

9 Weekly Press,13 August 1886, p.18. 
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extensive plantations "nicely grown", and close fencing and 

watering, Kalmar was to some extent a "modelll small estate. 

When cut up and sold, it became twenty-one small farms. 

Mayfield estate, also of 4,500 acres, was less diversified, 

being given over largely to grazing, with some cropping of 

turnips and other root crops. The smaller Langley, of 3,200 

acres on the·lower Rakaia, run in conjunction with the 1,000 

acre Top Place near Chertsey, was a well-run estate, with 

extensive cropping. 

Another such property was Waimarama, the 4,100 acre 

estate of J. Deans. This estate, supervised by a manager, 

but regularly scrutinised by Deans, was worth about b30,000, 

and large numbers of sheep, principally wethers, were 

fattened on it annually - largely on red clover. These 

sheep did so well that Thomas Borthwick, to whom carcasses 

were consigned for sale in England, wrote to Deans on one 

occasion "suggesting that as the last shipment, had averaged 

1051b, it would suit the British market better if he could 

send lighter weights 11 • 10 The estate normally carried 5,000 

ewes, 250 cattle, and in a good season fattened up to 10,000 

sheep and lambs. A fine herd of Berkshire pigs was a notable 

asset on this. well-farmed property. 

Most of these estates were cut up into large paddocks 

of 200 to 300 acres, divided by gorse hedges or post-and-wire 

fences, and grew grass, wheat, oats, kale, rape, and turnips. 11 

Estates on light or stony ground remained pastoral properties, 

although most had been cultivated and sown in English grasses -

10 Deans, J., ·Pioneers on the Port Cooper Plains, Ch. Ch .11 

1964, p.128. 

11 As is shown by the Springfield sale map issued by the 
auctioneers in 1909, a copy of which is kept in the 
Canterbury Museum Archives. 
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such properties were Montalto, Thirlstane, Cracraft, and 

Highbank. Other estates, more favoured by topography, had been 

able to take advantage of farming advances, and had developed 

a form of intensive mixed farming on a very large scale. 

such differences can be shown by a study of the numbers of 

horses stabled on properties, or by the numbers of men 

employed, as straight pastoralism required no draught horses, 

and only employed large numbers of men at seasonal intervals. 

Horse figures are complicated somewhat by the widespread 

practice of breeding horses for purposes other than farm work. 

Longbeach, as the mixed estate par excellence, maintained a 

very large horse population, totalling some five hundred. But 

it is probable that only about half of these were used for 

farm work, the remainder being blood horses for sale or racing. 
~. . 

Springfield, another of the greatest estates, retained 

about two hundred horses. Coldstream, on the other hand, 

although excelling all other properties in acreage, kept only 

some twenty teams of horses for farm work, and another dozen 

or so as hacks and carriage horses. Highbank, although almost 

entirely pastoral, kept seventy-five horses, and it seems 

likely that most of these were being bred by M.I. Browne for 

12 non-agricultural purposes. The number of horses kept by 

the Chisnall sat Ohinemuri fluctuated in the 'nineties from 

thirty to seventy, and most of these were blood horses, as 

not much of the estate's light land was cropped. A twelve

stalled stable at Ohinemuri housed the hacks and carriage 

horses. At Waimarama, a fertile property of about the same 

acreage as Ohinemuri, thirty horses were kept, and almost all 

12 Guardian, 16 May 1896. 
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of these were used purely for farm work, as the estate was 

heavily cropped, and many permanent teams were needed. 

Alford kept forty horses, mostly for farm work, as Herring 

was no br~eder or racing man. 

Newspaper advertisements of clearing sales provide 

more detailed information as to the use of horses. In 1894, 

A.F. Somerville sold all his agricultural plant at The Terraces, 

near Methven as a result of the apparently permanent drop in 

grain prices. Of the total of seventeen farm horses offered 

for sale, nine were draught mares and geldings, one a brood 

mare, two draught yearling fillies, three saddle and harness 

cobs, and one a thoroughbred mare with foai. 13 In 1895, 

M. Friedlander sold over eighty horses as part of a new 

retrenchm,en t policy 1 and most of these were breeding horses, 

including fifty colts and fillies, and a stallion and three 

more colts. In addition, he sold twelve saddle and harness 

horses, and fifteen draught horses. It is only to be 

expected, however, that he would sell off his breeding stock 

rather than farm horses. 14 In the same month, the Harts of 

Winchmore offered much of their agricultural plant for sale, 

and this included twenty-one draught horses, five .light trap 

and saddle horses, and four brood mares. Farm carts were 

sold at the same time; seven farm drays, one portable whare, 

15 
on dog cart, a tip cart, and a spring dray. Such figures 

would seem to be typical for a middle-sized estate on fair, 

13 Ibid. 3 April 1894. Somerville was preparing to concentrate 
on pastoralism, especially on his new North Island station. 

14 Ibid.. 3 January 1895. Friedlander was retrenching in order 
to come to the aid of the family business_ house. 

15 Ibid. 2 January 1895. This sale was part of the execution 
of G. Hart's will. 
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variable land. Most estates kept thirty to fifty or seventy 

horses, of which a good proportion were likely to be breeding 

or racing stock. At ploughing and harvesting seasons, most 

landowners probably augmented these numbers by employing 

contractors with their own teams. 

There seems to have been greater variation in the 

numbers of men employed on the estates, .and seasonal 

fluctuations mean that most figures must remain estimates • 

. Longbeach was the largest single employer of labour. It 

employed well over one hundred permanent workers and staff, and in 

addition to these an English v.isitor at the time noted that16 

"Mr Grigg does at least one-third of his work by 
contract. Most of the farm work in New Zealand is 
done by contract. The contractor is generally a small 
farmer who has saved enough money to buy the necessary 
horses and implements, and who supplements his own 
farming by earning money in this way." 

Seasonal labour was employed on-an equally large scale, 

and at certain times of the year, hundreds of men worked in 

•the great paddocks of the estate. At one harvest, for 

instance, fifty teams and drays belonging to the estate, as 

many others as could be hired in the district, and four 

hundred men were employed in harvest work alone. 17 Springfield 

could rival Longbeach, as it maintained a permanent staff of 

one hundred men, and took up to three hundred in the harvest 

season. 

Most estates numbered their men in dozens rather than 

hundreds, however. Lagmhor, where agricultural operations 

were being extended in the late 'nineties, came to rivai 

Springfield and Longbeach in the period, and employed two or 

16 Harper, B., Wind in the Tussocks, Dunedin 1972, pp.37-38. 

17 Guardian, 7 February 1893. 
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three hundred men at harvest time. In addition, Lagmhor 

hired the labour of one hundred and fifty shearers every 

year, and similar numbers would have been required on 

Lon.gbeach, ·Springfield, Anama, Mount Hutt, Corwar, and other 

such holdings. But Coldstream, another giant in acreage, 

employedonly forty permanent workers, with a further thirty 

taken on at shearing, and twenty more at harvest. C.G. Hawdon 

kept a permanent staff of about thirty-five at Westerfield, 
• 

18 and of these ten or so ·were usually contract workers. 

J.C. Wason seems to have· employed fifty or so permanent men 

at Corwar, but further up the river, M.I. Browne needed to 

employ only fifteen men permanently, with large-scale 

seasonal requisitions for shearers on his wool-growing estate 

of Highbank. This figure is gained, however, from information 

about the estate just before sale to the state, ·and it is 

possible that manpower had been reduced heavily already. 19 

The Murray-Aynsleys' estate of Mount Hutt was a mixed 

high-country and plains station, including 7,000 freehold 

acres and 14,000 sheep. It is uncertain how many men were 

employed on it in the 'nineties, but in 1903, after it had been 

reduced to 3,500 acres, it still employed twelve men 

permanently, and thirty seasonal workers. It seems reasonable 

to estimate that this number would have been roughly twenty

five in the early 'nineties, when there was not only twice as 

much freehold, but also a large run attached. As an 

indication of the numbers of men needed for a small estate, 

18 Amongst the collection of letters, journals, diaries.and 
other papers held by Mr J.R. Todhunter, Cleardale, Methven, 
henceforth referred to as Todhunter MSS. This information 
provided by Weekly Returns of Occupations and Wages. 

19 Guardian, 13 February 1896. 
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however, .the 1903 figures are valuable. 20 Most estates 

probably employed from a dozen to thirty or forty men on a 

permanent basis, with at least as many again hired seasonally, 

and a good deal of supplementary contract labour. 

Many Ashburton estates formed only a part of landowners' 

widely-ramifying holdings. M6st of the county's landed 

gentlemen owned more than one property within its borders, 

even if only a property like the small· forty-acre block that 

G.A. Maclean Buckley owned at Alford Forest (presumably for 

timber milling purposes.) At least one, W.McN. Lyttleton of 

Rokeby, rented a second estate, in this case the 4,200 acre 

freehold estate near Winchmore, owned by E.B. and R. Millton, 

21 large North Canterbury landowners. E.G. Wright possessed 

two large Ashburton estates, Windermere, his favourite, and 

Surrey H:i.lls, in the Gawler Downs. On these two properti.es he 

depastured over 16,000 sh.eep. M. Friedlander owned several 

properties in the county other than the 4,500 acre Kalmar, 

including Ardagh, of 2,550 acres (which annually fattened 4,000 

to 5,000 sheep and lambs, in addition to cropping 1,000 acres 

in wheat, oats, and turnips), Dundas, near Seafield, and 

Roxburgh, a "model estate" at the junction of Bowyer and Taylor 

streams. 22 D.G. Holmes divided his interest between Holmeslee 

and Mount Harding, both estates of 5,000 acres. 

Several men also owned extensive holdings outside the 

county. The case of the Rhodes's estates has already been 

mentioned, and comparable to them were the runs of the 

20 Cyclopedia, p.801. 

21 Guardian, 16 August 1892. 

22 Ibid., 19 August 1895. 
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studholmes. J. Studholme I owned Opuha Gorge, The Point, 

Greta Peaks, and four other stations in ot~er parts of the 

country, all of which totalled some six or seven hundred 

thousand acres. In addition, he and his son and wife had 

interests in other family holdings, such as Kakahu, and Te 

waimate, and they owned a rubber plantation in Fiji. W.S. 

Peter owned Southland and Otago estates, including Glencoe, 

Oahunga, and Akitio stations. Many Ashburton landowners 

repeated this pattern, though on a more modest scale. T.E. 

Upton of Sherwood leased a farm of 760 acres on the Hawkins 

river, in Selwyn county, and presumably farmed this in 

conjunction with his 5,000 acre estate in Ashburton. 23 

J. Ca~hcart Wason acquired the Craig estate across the Rakaia 

river from Corwar, while in 1893 E.M. Goodwin of Cracraft 

also bought Rockwood station, a high country run in the 

Selwyn county. John Holmes, who owned the fertile Viewmount. 

estate near Methven:, whose 2,850 acres were "famous for the 

quality of its sheep", and also produced up to fifty bushels 

of wheat -to the acre, 24 had inherited a Selwyn estate. This 

was Bunger, of 5,000 acres carrying 10,000 sheep and cropping 

1,000 acres annually, and it was Holmes's main residence·. In 

addition~ he speculated in land outside Canterbury, and in 

1883 bought the 19,000 acre Waihaopanga estate in Otago for 

:f:i83,00Qe 25 

Not all ranged so far. A.M. Clark, who owned Blackford,. 

possessed three estates in all,- and depastured 8,000 sheep on 

23 Registry of Lands & Deeds, Ch. Ch.,, ll 7D4 6 5, . T. E. Upton 
and F. Hussell leasing from Springfield Coal Company Ltd. 

24 Scatter, Ashburton,p.it7. 
2 5 d 11-rJ, J • 1' Macdonal , ou:i,:yopme.{". 
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his Ashburton estate, together with 21,000 on his two 

properties in Geraldine county. H.W. Packer's holdings in 

1890 included his Rangitata estate of 3,800 acres, Rudd Farm 

of 2,300 acres in the Ashley Valley, Stockgrove of 1,200 acres 

in Waipara county, and a small farm of 92 acres at Southbrook. 

w. White had acquired a similar tally of properties in mid 

and north Canterbury, and in 1890 H.H. Loughnan owned, in 

addition to 7,000 sheep in Ashburton county, 21,000 in 

Geraldine county, and 25,000 in Waimate county. Some men 

acquired lands even further south than this. J.A. and A.D. 

Mcilraith, who owned the 3,000 acre Auchenflower estate, worth 

~75,000, bought a property of 1,300 acres at Glentunnel, in 

Selwyn, and then acquired an estate of 2,400 acres near M.ataura, 

' hl - 26 ' . "" 1-. h d . in Sout anct.· B.M. Moornouse II, OJ.. Suep~er s Bush, bought 

another Southland estate, called Fiery Creek. Established 

South Island landowners also found a profitable field for 

investment and land aggregation in the "frontier" regions of 

the North. In Hawkes Bay, four Ashburton landowners made 

"profitable speculations" 27 in sheep stations - W.S. feter 

of Anama, R.H. Rhodes of Lowcliffe, W. White of Langley, and 

j. Studholme I of Coldstream. One Ashburton landowner, A.F. 

Somerville, in time became such a successful land purchaser 

in the North Island that he sold his Ashburton estates and took 

up permanent .residence in an imposing homestead he ~uilt on his 

Makarika station near Aorangi, on the East Coast. Henry, the 

youngest son of William White, was eventually settled on his 

father's large estate near Gisborne. 

26 Ibn. 

27 Campbell, M.D., "The Evolution of Hawkes Bay Lanoe<;l So_cie_ty 
l850-1914;Ph.D. Thesis, Victoria University, 196?, p.29. 
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Such widespread landholding ramifications, together 

with the "colonising 11 of North Island and Southland "frontiers" 

by Ashburton landed capital, indicate a certain amount of 

·surplus wealth in the case of at least some landowners, and it 

now remains to be seen to what extent this could be spent in 

the county, in the form of enlarging existing estates. Were 

Ashburton estates growing or contracting in the early 

'nineties? A good deal of evidence indicates that many 

landowners were expanding their holdings. G.P. Lennon (after 

analysing land purchases in part of Ashburton-county), concludes 

that in 1890 many landowners were buying up land, and paying 

Cash for J.·t. 28 Th h ' 1 d d CJ H f ese pure asers inc u e •• arper o 

Hackthorne, who took up six lots totalling about 300 acres, 

C.G. Hawdon of Westerfield, who also took up about 300 acres 

in three lots, R. Strachey of Maranan, who bought 1,600 acres 

in other people's names, J. McLean of Lagmhor, and W. 

Postlewaithe, a prominent landed gentleman in Geraldine 

county. Bigger purchases were made by F. de Cartaret Malet, 

who at that time was busy with the consolidation of his 

Clarewell estate, and who bought a total of as many as 2,600 

acres, mostly acquired through "dummies", such as "Miss Lohse 11 

appears to have been. Another large buyer was W. de B. Wilson 

"gentleman", who acquired 3,800 acres and attempted to establish 

a new estate. In addition to these gentry, cockatoo farmers 

took up many s~aller sections. 

Other evidence for the expansion of gentry holdings can 

be found elsewhere· in the county in the early 'nineties. One 

28 Lennon, G.P.,"Land Settlement_in Canterbury During 1890 1; 

M.A. Thesis, University··o':f· Cant.erbur·y~ 19.63. · 
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example is the purchase of a section, only half an acre, in 

Ashburton borough. This was acquired by J.C.N. Grigg in 

1891, for ~200. 29 Another small purchase was made by A.E. 

Peache of Mount Somers, who bought twenty-five acres of 

land adjacent to his estate for n30o. 30 More extensive 

were the 1885 purchases of J •. Cathcart Wason, who 'in that 

year made three large purchases of crown lands adjacent to 

his Corwar estate, totalling 3,700 acres. 31 In 1889 D. Morrow 

purchased 7,300 acres of Crown leasehold to add to his 

Montalto estate. Other purchases wer~ made from private 

individuals. It seems that Lagmhor was spreading "fungus

like11 (to use the terminology of the time) over small farms 

around it. So much so that the manager, D. McLean, was 

moved to write in defence of it. He described the surrounding 

cockatoo farms as being unimproved, and under-farmed until 

added to Lagmhor estate, when "upwards of a pound an acre" 

would be spent in improving them, "this, too, after the lands 

had been held up by the original owners for twenty years 

without a penny being spent on them." McLean asserted that 

many settlers on deferred payment sold to Lagrohor, and 32 

"they were only too glad to find a purchaser who took 
no mean advantage of them. In no case has Mr (John) 
McLean asked anyone to sell land to him, but almost 
every day.he is asked by holders to take land off their 
hands." 

There appears, then, to have been considerable acquisition 

of land, both from private and Crown hands, by men with 

29 Lands & De~ds, 132D364, purchase by J.C.N. Grigg, 
1891. . 

30 Ibid., 136D326, purchase by A.E. Peache from Hon.J.B.A. 
Acland and C.R. Blakiston,1893. 

31 Ibid., purchase by J. Cathcart Wason from Crown,/8%0. 

32 Guardian, 17 November 18900 
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already established estates. On the other hand, however, 

there is also a good deal of evidence fa~ sales of land from 

existing properties. In 1891 the first of these sales took 

place when E. Herring sold 1,200 acres of Alford - fertile 

wheat and turnips land, cut up into six farms. 33 This was 

part of the policy of the company of Yorkshire farmers who 

owned Alford, however, their intention being to improve 

the estate and sell off blocks periodically. In the same 

year, the Peter family put up 4,200 acres of Anama for sale 

in twenty-eight small farms, ranging from ten-acre lots for 

labouring men, to 100 and 250 acre lots for farmers with 

some capital. This·sale was intended to "establish a nice 

little knot of farming population in that locality", but its 

more important purpose was to rationalize money legacies for 

34 daughters. This was a common reason for land sales. 

In March 1892 two blocks of Corwar were offered for 

public sale, Wason's motives for this are uncertain, and it 

can be classed as a genuine reduction of an estate. In the 

same month, the trustees of R.H. Rhodes's estate of Lowcliffe 

(9,900 acres), and Chatmos (2,700 acres) put them up for sale 

either as single estates, or separate blocks. This was 

presumably for the same reasons as the Peter sale, but in this 

case offers failed to reach the reserve prices, and the 

estates were withdrawn from the market. 35 In August of the 

same year two more estates came up for sale and subdivision. 

The Millton estate of 4,200 acres was successfully sold in 

ten farms. Subdivision was judged by the Guardian to be "more 

33 Ibid., 28 September 1891. 

34 Ibid., 1 August 1891 and 28 September 1891. 

35 Ibid., 5 March 1B92. 
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in accorcl 1\'i +:.h. +-be spirit of the times 11 , 
36 but this property 

was only an outlying estate, presumably a speculation, of a 

North Canterbury landed family. Buccleuch, of 7,900 acres, 

was one of the county's few "company estates", and was being 

sold as a smaller estate, together with a number of farms. 37 

This was consistent with the general policies of finance 

companies which found themselves landowners. 

In 1893 there were two major sales from estates. The 

run attached to Alford was cut up into farms and sold, 

leaving the central estate intact, once again in accordance 

with the owners 1 avowed. policy. 38 In addition, the Singletree 

station was advertised for sale. This was an example of 

complicated financial manoeuvring, as this apparent "sale" 

wa~ in effect merely the sale of a mortgage. The real 

owner of the estate.had mortgaged_ it to the Colonial 

Investment Company of Dunedin, which now offered the "equity 

of redemption" for sale. It failed, however, to reach the 

reserve price, and was withdrawn. 39 The mortgage was 

finally transferred to Andrew MacFarlane, a local landowner, 

but the 2,400 acre estate remained intact, and in the hands 

of its former owners. 

There were no major sales of estate lands in 1894 and 1895. 

In 1896 another 7,000 acres of Alford were offered for lease 

in small farms, with an option of purchase. Once again, 

th . lf d 1' 4o K 1 ld ' 11 f ' is was A .or po icy. o mar was so in sma arms 1.n · 

the same year, but this was a result of financial difficulties 

36 Ibid., 10 October 1892. 

37 Ibid., 16 August 1892. 

38 Ibid., 15 February 1893. 

39 Ibid. 

40 Ibid., 8 February 1896. 
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in ·the friealander family's business and commercial 

interests, and not of farming troubles. In the same year, 

the government used its powers of compulsion to purchase 

Highbank, and acquired 3,800 of Corwar offered for sale by 

J. Cathcart Wason. 

On the whole, there appears to have been more buying 

than selling. Large landowners were adding piecemeal to 

their estates in many cases, and there is not a correspondingly 

large process of sale. Most of the land sales occurring 
:,,. 

were a result of deaths and the need to readjust family 

holdings, or were from the estates of companies or absentees. 

The sales of land from Corwar seem to have been the only 

instance of· large-scale public sale of parts of an estate 

belonging to a member of the "legitimate" gentry. At the• 

same time, at least some Ashburton gentry, such as the 

Griggs, Studholmes, J. Cathcart Wason, and the Whites, were 

selling off small farms out of their estates to former 

workers. But in general, the estates of the landed gentry 

seem to have been stable. Many were growing, in fact, and 

where cases of fragmentation and sale occur, they are 

generally carried out by "marginal". people. Those Ashburton 

landowners who were committed to their estates, lived on them, 

farmed them, and were "gentry" in the fullest sense, appear 

.not to have been sellin~. 

2. The Agrarian Revolution. 

The 'nineties were marked by four main developments in 

farming practice on the large estates, all of which amounted 

to something approaching an "agrarian revolution" which was 

proceeding vigorously before any liberal legislation could be 

brought to bear. These developments were the decline of grain, 
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-!:.lie <'levelopment of mixed farming (encouraged by the growth 

of refrigeration), the increase.of "improvements" to estates, 

and the application of science to farming. Wheat, grown in 

immense acreages in the 1870s and 1880s,had been the 

means by which many runholders had converted their properties 

into freehold estates; "individuals were known to purchase 

~-~land in Canterbury at the current fixed price of :Ei2 an acre 

and make a net profit of :cS an acre on their first crop. 1141 

In a "normal" year, with prices at 3/- per bushel, a 

Canterbury landowner could expect to make a clear profit of 

36/- per acre through the better years of the 1880s, and in 

comparison 'With South Africa and Australia - even Victoria 

and Tasmania - this was a.very lucrative return indeed. 42 

But by the 'nineties, large acreages; enormous grain 

paddocks, contract labour prices, and cropping rather than 

farming· had depleted soil fertility. This was combined 

indirectly with the inexperience of largely upper-class 

Englishmen in direct farming, and had caused the profitability 

of grain-growing to steadily deteriorate on most estates. 

The continued slump of grain prices in overseas markets 

exacerbated this process. The result was that the "bonanza" 

years were well and truly over. By 1894 A.F. Somerville, 

as has already been noted, was selling his agricultural 

41 Sinclair, K., A History of New Zealand, Londo~ 1969, p.156. 

42 Canterbury, Its Resources and Progress, Ch.Ch., 1889. Thi$ 
is possibly not an unbiased source. But it was generally 
accepted at the time that New Zealand was markedly more 
fertile than Australia. The Evening Post, 23 February 
1883, made this assertion, and pointed out that New Zealand 
had nearly as much land under cultivation as all the other 
Australasian colonies put together. Its average wheat 
yield was also the highest, being 22½ bushels per acre. 
Tasmania's average was 18:3/4, New South Wales 14½, 
Victoria 9½, and South .Australia 4½. 
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implements in a "great clearing sale 11 at The TerraC'es; 11 re

linquishing grain growing and reducing farming operations. 1144 

But this was uncommon. The trend appears to have been 

towards diversification, rather than a complete abandonment 

of cropping. Oats, barley, root ·crops, and new leaf crops; 

such as rape and kale, began to supplement wheat. Throughout 

the 'ni~eties there seems to have been no spectacular 

decline in wheat growing on the estates,. and the total wheat 

acreage for Ashburton county changed only from 71,000 acres 

in 1890 to 62,000 acres in 1896. 45 Lagmhor's wheat acreage 

began to grow·greatly in the 'nineties, until it rivalled 

Longbeach and Springfield, as has been pointed out above; 

in tl;e 'nineties, after 11 the wheat had been threshed, there 

would be a long line of_stacks-of threshed straw along the 

eight miles from Ashburton to the homestead. 1146 But this 

was as exceptional as developments at The Terraces. Most 

estates seem to have maintained roughly their old acreages 

of wheat. _In 1892, a press correspondent could still write 

the traditional enthusastic report of the harvest at 

· 47 
Longbeach where 

44 

45 

46 

47 

"harvesting operations were in ,full swing ••. before 
the rain stopped work. In one paddock on Longbeach 
there were one hundred and thirty-seven men, forty
seven teams, and three traction engines at work at 
one time. This will give some idea of the magnitude 
of harvest operations •. " 

Guardian, 9 March 1894. 

N.Z. Statistics, 1890 and 1896. 
oats increased in the period from 47,000 
turnips and rape from 41,000 to 46,000. 

The acreage of 
to 57,000 and of 

Peninsoo and Plain, --'£_11~ _H.;i._~t_9ry _and G~ography __ of Banks 
Peninsula and the Canterbury Plains , · . Ch. Ch., 1 p. 8 6 • 

Guardian 7 22 January 1892. /766 
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The great grain storage sheds at. Lyndhu~st Lai~way 

station, where Friedlander of Kolmar and Cameron of 

Springfield stored their wheat before shipment {the latter 

in a shed able to store 90,000 bushels), 48 still appear 

to have been fully used. Most estates seem to have 

continued to grow a few hundred acres of wheat, as on Sir 

William Steward's Barford or E. Herring's Alford, or one or 

two thousand, as on D.G. Holmes's Holmeslee, or J. Cathcart 

Wason's Corwar. The decline of the profitability of wheat 

was real, but it seems to have stimulated a greater interest 

in other c_rops rather than an abandonment -of wheat. Wheat

growing continued to be on an ample scale, and to be a major 

source of the income of the gentry. 

Intensification occurred mainly in the development 

growing sheep for meat as well as wool. Refrigeration, 

which had been promoted and developed by the gentry, 49 

opened out wide economic horizons to them. Just as 

Canterbury and the other southern provinces were particularly 

favoured for the production of wheat, so too, with their 

relative fertility and plentiful spring fodder they were 

better suited to produce meat from sheep than their rivals 

in the Southern Hemisphere, namely Australia, and South 

Africa; and increasingly Argentina. To take advantage of 

this, some gentry began to concentrate on producing fat 

lambs and this affected breeding and management. Gradually 

the two staples of the South Island,.the "Golden Fleece 11 and 

the "Golden Grain", were being supplemented by mutton, and 

the change involved new c'rops of turnips and other feed. 

4 8 Macdonald, "llio9f>Qphi€.S:• 

49 Particularly prominent in the development of the freezing 
industry were J. Grigg, who organised the fonnation of the 
Canterbury Frozen Meat Company, J. Studholme, H.P. Murray
Aynsley, and u. Morrow. 
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The Griqgs' 15,000 acre Longbeach estate provides a 

large-scale example of this new intensifi.cation. In 1882 it 

supported 13,000 sheep, all of which were raised for their 

fleeces, and cropped about 5,000 acres. By 1893, the same 

acreage was still being cropped, but the number of sheep 

car-i.;/ed was up to 35,000, in addition to which there were 

several stud flocks and herds. In one season, Longbeach 

bought 80,000 sheep and lambs for fattening and shipment to 

London. In a speech in March, 1894, John Grigg "formally 

deposed wheat growing from the first place in the 

agricultural system. Mutton, lamb and wool were taking its 

l 1150 pace ••• The mixed farming of the twentieth century 

was coming into existence on the estates, promoted 

energetically by the more active and interested gentry in a 

search for better profits and better farming. Leonard 

White'was one such "improver 11 • He experimented-with 

·techniques to ·increase production on Langley and sought new 

sale outlets. He was one of the first of the large landowners 

to export his grain privately, and later turned his estate 

over to more intensive meat-fattening agriculture. He was 

a Corriedale enthusiast, and rapidly began to earn a 

reputation for his sale of Corriedale breeding stock from 

Langley to "the Platte country" .in Argentina. His neighbour, 

W.L. ·Allan, of Acton, was turning off 16,000 fat sheep 

annually by 1893. 

Gentry from non-agricultural backgrounds often worked to 

diversify their farming interests too. D. Morrow, who had 

never cropped Montalto, began breeding sheep for meat in the 

• 50 Scatter, Canterbury, p, 79. 
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:ri_i'::l-1880s, and by 1888 w~s winning cups from the Agrjcultn:.r~T 

and Pastoral Association for his fat sheep. He also took 

up the bre:eding and grazing of pigs on Montalto, grazing them 

in a free-range system in paddocks rather than fattening 

them in sties, on the English model. He also acquired a herd 

of Jersey cattle, mostly for breeding purposes, and held an 

annual bull sale at Tattersal 1 s, from his stud. M. Friedlander 

was another ~'improver 11 , and his various estates and farms were 

all farmed at a high pitch. At Kalmar he employed "judicious 

rotation of crops and careful maintenance of fertility", 

and alternated grains with roots. Friedlander 1 s stock "at 

the Addington yards have always fetched the best prices, 

mostly always topping the fat sheep market." The estate was 

of 4,500 acres, of which 1,-ZOO were cropped, and the rest in 

English grasses. The land had "been well farmed, and every

bit of it has had to do duty, so that it is in good heart 

51 and free from weeds." Kolmar ran over five sheep to the 

acre~ and produced thirty bushels of wheat to the acre. 

Another of Fried'iander's properties, Roxburgh, was judged 

"incomparably superior to any other place· within many miles 1152 

by. the Guardian, and proved Friedlander's considerable skill 

as a farmer both of sheep and crops. 

Hand...:in-hand with this new intensification and 

diversi~ication went the need for greater "improvement" of 

estat3s. "Improvements" were of two types. - direct 

improvements to the land itself, and improvements of a 

secondary nature, such as fencing, buildings, and so on, 

51 Guardian, 18 July 1896. 

52 Ibid., 21 January 1889. 
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which promoted the efficiency of the estate as an agricultural 

·unit. Many of the former type were related to water, as 

most of the Ashburton lowlands had originally either an 

excess or a lack of water. Some estates required irrigation, 

others drainage. The Longbeach estate was not drained 

sys.~ematically and on a large scale, until the 1880s, :\1l,nen 

the Griggs gained complete control of the estate, and began 

to appreciate the requirements of mixed farming. During 

the same period, some 5,000 acres of Coldstream were drained 

by means of a complex system of ditches, and were made into 

fertile cropping and fattening land. William Strange's 

3,000 acre Riversdale estate had been mostly swamp before 

drai~age began, and some parts of the property were kept in 

their natural condition for flax cultivation. Most of the 

qentry with marshy properties.seem to have made use of flax 

to extend their income, and a flaxrnill fburished at Winchester. 

'rhe manager of Lagmhor wrote in 1890 that 

"All ~he original I,,agmhor estate has been ploughed 
several times, except where good crops of flax were 
growing ••. The flax so saved is at present yielding 
a return of about ~4 an acre, besides giving 
employment to many men in preparing the fibre for 
ma~ket. The'Lagmhor estate is thoroughly fenced, 
fences in some instances that cost ~132 per mile. 
property has been drained where required, some of 
drains costing as much as :E:il per chain. 11 53 

with 
The 

the 

A. McFarlane of Glenara drained the extensive SprinJbum Swamp 

in the period, and also profited from flax sales in the 

process. R.H. Rhodes's Lowcliffe was systematically drained 

in the late 1870s and 1880s, and the process was described 

by W.P. Reeves, a cadet there. On his arrival, much of the 

estate consisted of swamps, small streams with "sweet and 

5.3 Ibid., 17 November 1890. 



154 

clear" watei::-, and la.i.io. ....:overed with ntall flax, toe-toe, 

rushes and small bushes, green and beautiful in the sunlight". 

It was transformed into land where "rich pastures covered 

the surface 11 • 54 

Larger areas of land were dry, and lacked regular 

watercourses. By the 'nineties an extensive system of 

water-races throughout the county provided adequate watering 

for stock, but many properties needed a more intensive 

system of direct irrigation, to boost production on otherwise 

fertile soils. The gentry, particularly Cameron of 

Springfield, and Reed of Westerfield, had led the way in the 

development of the water-race system. By 1880, Cameron had 

some forty miles of rac~s on Springfield. Irrigation was 

seen as the next major means of farmlands improvement. A 

son of Wright of Windermere, E.F. Wright, was a vigorous 

advocate of irrigation in Ashburton, based upon observations 

he had made during a tour of America. C.J. Harper often 

spoke in .the county council in favour of irriga.tion, and it 

was his encouragement, and the support of other large 

landowners in the council, that enabled the first systematic 

irrigation scheme to be set up in the county. This was the 

Ashburton Irrigation Farm, established in 1886, to make tests 

of the practicability of irrigation methods. 

W.L. Allan of Acton was also moving into irrigation. 

After a trip to Italy and Switzerland, to study methods used 

there, Allan introduced "wild flooding" irrigation on 400 

acres of Acton, doubled the production of wh~at from seven to 

54 These quotes from Reeves appear, unannotated, in 
K. Sinclair's William Pember Reeves, Oxford, 1965, p.41. 
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fourteen bushels per acre, and made "a perfect oasis" from 

land once dry and underusea. 55 But irrigation failed to 

make much headway, and even Allan's experiments came as late 

as 1895. 
", 

Some of the poorest land, in the high interfluves and the 

Gawler Downs, was not only dry, but also littered with 

stones and rubble. Improvement of these pastures was brought 

about by a painstaking operation called "stone-picking", 

only possible in those decades of cheap labour. On properties 

such as J. Ballantyne's Thi:dstane, and D. Morrow's 

Mo~talto, the land was good and healthy for stock, but 

constituted some of the stoniest parts of Canterbury. One 

Thirlstane paddock was called "Stony Ninety Acres". Large 

gangs of m~n were employed at a shilling a day on these 

estates to "pick ·stones" from the paddocks, and pile them 

laboriously into the heaps that still dot the farmscape of 

-the area. Trees were then planted in clumps and groves on 

these stone heaps • 

. Tree-planting was a major method of "improvement", being 

important as a means of providing shelter for stock and men, 

and also for 11 taming" the landscape·, acting as windbreaks, 

and making the countryside more "British" in appearance. By 

the 'nineties there were hundreds of miles of mature 

plantations stretching across the county, and landowners 

concentrated their activities on varying and completing this 

pattern. J. Elmslie strove,to make his Cardendale est~te 

into a replica of the British countryside by planting mixed 

deciduous and coniferous trees at "picturesque" intervals, 

55 Scatter, Ashburton, o, /03, 
I 
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with considerable 56 success. The Whites planted ex~ensively 

on Langley, "in the hope that Langley might grow in beauty 

to resemble its English namesake. 1157 They united their tree 

planting with the growing of many miles of sod and gorse 

hedgesm the estate. Tree planting was stimulated by the 

Forest Tree Planting Encouragement Act, 1871,which granted 

two acres of Crow'n land to any landowner who planted one 

acre in trees. The Whites took advantage of this, as did at 

least one other, J. Cathcart Wason. Having planted 250 acres 

(the maximum allowable), he "brought a law action to secure 

a second grant 11 •
58 The Lombardy poplars, oaks, walnuts, 

pines, and other exotic trees planted by Wason on Corwar 

were in maturity, by the 'nineties, evidence of Wason's out

standing enthusiasm for tree planting. 

Wason was one of the greatest planters among the gentry, 

but all followed this lead to greater or lesser extents. 

When Thomas Harrison acquired the 2,500 acre Hackthorne 
. . 

estate he planted forty acres of new trees to supplement the 

existing plantations on the property, and many miles of 

hawthorn hedges and oaks on Westerfield were evidence of 

C.G. Hawdon's vigour as_an improver. The previous owner of 

the estate had planted an oak at every chain along the road 

to Valetta, and these had attained a good height by the 

1 nineties. J. Studholme II preferred Australian trees, and 

beyond the English gr9unds of his house at Coldstream long 

plantations of Australian gums were planted to supplement the 

56 

57 

58 

Elmslie_, rirmdle , p.51. 
Wh . ,, d " /()' ite,Recor s, ~b. 

Stewart ;1lo.w.ira111!',&iuf;~; p. 5 9 • 
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more usual pines. Morrow varied the landscape by planting 

trees in varying groves and lines, and interspersing single 

trees in the middle of the paddocks, to create an overall 

park..:. l~ke impression. 'I1he Moorhouses at Shepherds Bush 

already enjoyed naturally park-like vistas of native forest 

trees, but were large-scale planters nevertheless. They 

complemented the indigenous trees on their estate with 

exotic plantations~ On many estates, tree-planting was a 

useful .means of employment for men during off-seasons. It 

was by this means that 20,000 to 30,000 trees were planted 

annually on Alford, and by 1886 there were 85 acres of 

planta~ions on the estate; oaks, ashes, blue gums, wattles, 

poplars, larches, sycamores, silver birches, .and elms, in 

addition to the ubiquitous pines. 

· The second field of improvements was that of amenities 

on the estates. Reading was important, and when road boards 

··failed to act quickly enough, at least one landowner, J. 

Studholme, was prepared to call for tenders for "scooping 

shingle from one side to the centre of road, and other1itise 

improving same along about 80 chains on Crow's- Road" in 1890. 59 

In addition, each estate contained at its centre a "villa~e" 

or 11 township" of farm buildings, workers' quarters, yards and 

storage tanks and barns which required constant addition and 

maintenance. Many estates required two or more such nuclei, 

and included "home station" and "outstation" or "outstations". 

One such was Langley, which had as its centre, that which the 

local people called "the Langley township 11 •
60 It included 

59 Guardian, 3 July 1890. 

60 White:'Records'~ p.61: 
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two granaries, mens' quarters, carpenters' and blacksmiths' 

shops, and implement sheds. There were stables for the six 

teams of six horses used for agricultural work, stalls and 

loose-boxes to accommodate the twelve hacks and carriage 

horses attached to the White establishment, and other lesser 

buildings. An outstation was maintained at Top Place, near 

Chertsey, where there was additional stabling and men's 

quarters. Outstations were necessary beca1.;1se the size of 

most estates meant that men and horses would waste a good 

deal of working time simply coming to and from the home 

station and the outer paddocks. 

Alford's home station buildings and improvements were 

detailed in one newspaper report as consisting of stables, 

feed house, harness room, implement shed, carpenter's shop, 

smithy, carriage house, a small bacon curing house, granary, 

chaff house containing appliances for cutting chaff and 

' rushing oats, a water-wheel built on a creek that ran through 

the property, a large shed for the draught horses, and a 

woolshea. 61 

On Springfield, the home station was called the "middle 

stables", to distinguish it from the outer stables, a few 

miles distant, each of which was surrounded by plantations. 

Highbank was organised to include three outstations, each 

consisting of men's quarters and stabling, .with the main 

buildings at the home station. When the Thirlstane estate 

of J. Ballantyne was subdivided by the state in 1910, its 

outstation buildings included a five-roomed cottage, farm 

61 ~~ekli Press, 13 August 1886. 
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ou.tbuiL:!.ia;:::, a twelve-stalled stable, granary, seven-roomed 

cottage, four-roomed cottage, shed, stable, seven-roomed 

cottage, stable, harness and chaff room, blacksmith's shop, 

tool shed, cart-shed, men's quarters, swaggers' hut, a 

large woolshed, and a grain store. Montalto was also divided 

into three sub-stations, each of which included stables, 

quarters, and a full-time men's cook. A full dray would 

regularly arrive from Mayfield with supplies for each 

outstation, which was sheltered by broad plantations. Seven 

four-horse teams were stabled at each outstation. Coldstream, 

in spite of its size, maintained only one outstation. This 
-

was a cropping outstation near Hinds, but as most of the 

cropping work was done on Coldstream by contract labour, no 

other was needed. 

Some of the home stations were beginning'to acquire the 

appearance, as well as the title, of "village". On Longbeach, 

"the Buildings 11 and "the Quarters" together comprised an 

impressive array situated on a grassy, tree-shaded terrace 

behind the grounds of the homestead. Many of the farm 

buildings were being replaced in brick at the time, and they 

added an air of permanence and substance - particularly the 

flour mill, and the large two-storeyed brick building which 

housed unmarried labourers. Another large building, built 

in stone, was the stables. There, blood and carriage 

horses, harnesb, and the Grigg carriages were kept. With 

men, wives, children, waggons, horses, dogs, and the regular 

arrival of the mail coach from Ashburton, the home station at 

Longbeach presented a bustling, prosperous scene. By 1891 

some h41,000 had been spent on improvements on Longbeach, and 

Sir Charles Bowen eulogised "the estate - its village of 
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employees' cottages, its church and school •. 1162 On Waimarama, 

the homestead, out-buildings, quarters, stables, granary 

and ev~;':2n the pig sties were all built of solid poured 

concrete. The Mcilraiths had all their home station buildings 

on Auchenflower erected in triple brick. 

There were at least three attempts to establish more 

formal villages on Ashburton estates. J. Cathcart Wason 

laid out the village of Barrhill. He bounded it with avenues 

of.English trees, sold village lots to his workers and 

tradesmen, and erected solid concrete public buildings, in 

collaboration with the Mackies and Alingtons, other local 

gentry. Barrhill came to include about fifteen two-storeyed 

cottages, a bakery, smithy, post office, ·store, "inn 11 i 

library, school, teacher's residence, church, and a vicarage 

site and glebe. It is uncertain how 11 feudal" the intention 

was, but it is certain that the names Wason chose - Corwar 

for his estate and Barrhill for his village - were both 

closely associated with ~he manor and village of his family 

in Britain. Another example of this possibly "feudal" 

spirit was found on Westerfield, where an attempt had been 

made to cut up the estate into small farms, leased to tenant 

farmers on the English model. This had been successfully 

achieved on at least one other Canterbury estate, Green Hayes, 

near Temuka. A number of tenants had been successfully 

established on the Westerfield freehold, and a village and 

home station had been laid out, including a three-storey 

flour mill, built at a cost of ~3,000. A village had also 

been laid out on the 5,000 acre Sherwood estate in 1880. 

62 Stevens, P.G.W., John Grigg of Longbeach, Christchurch 
1952, p.60. This is to be expected of Bowen, who was a 
strong believer in the Wakefield ideal. 
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Aided by the railway, it had become modestly successful by 

the 1 nineties, and centred upon smithy, railway station, 

and church, t.t,e last built by the landowner, T.E. Upton. 

Along with this "improving" spirit, and •the development 

of mixed farming, went a new scientific interest, as the 

county's gentry changed from exploiters of the soil to gentle

rr.en· farmers. The demand for agricultural information was 

growing throughout the southern provinces. Lincoln 

Agricultural College was from 1885 entitled to award 

Diplomas in Agriculture. In 1896 it was allowed by the 

U~iversity of New Zealand to grant a degree of Bachelor of 

Science in Agriculture - the first college in the southern 

hemisphere to do so. For a fee of b60 per annum, landed 

ge~tlemen could send their sons to Lincoln and expect them 

to leave knowing something.useful about the operation of· 

their fathers' estates. G. Hart of Winchmore sent his son 

George, to study at Lincoln. But the college was still 

largely a drinking and social establishment, rather than a 

serious institution to improve agriculture. It produced ,no 

graduates in the 'nineties. Increasing scientific interest 

was evident in other ways, however. In: 1878 the Ashburton 

branch of the Agricultural and Pastoral Association had held 

its first "show" in Ashburton town, and throughout the 

countryside rising subscription lists of magazines such as 

the Country Journal, and Weekly Press, promoting new and 

"progressive" methods, testified to the changing spirit of 

the times. 

This spirit was shown in the interest and enthusiasm 

which so many landowners showed in new developments. E.G. 

Wright of Windermere wrote to a fellow landowner in 1891 
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discussing the sowing of clover and rape to improve pasturPs, 

saying, ''from my own observation that less clover and more 
);< 

rape will be advantageous". He speculated on the use of 

sulphur dips for sheep, in which he reserved judgement, saying 

he would wait until he got the opinion of a third party 

(Thomas Dowling, owner of swyncombe station, Marlborough). 

"I have requested him to give his opinion as his experience 
· 63 

extends over many years." It was the gentry, 11 a few 

landowners on large estates 11 , who were enabled by "a 

combination of capital, initiative, and suitable soils 1164 

~o embrace new developments in the fields of mechanisation 

and crop rotation. By the 'nineties, for example, the 

practice of alternating grass pastures with the sowing of 

grain crops was widespread on gentry estates. Sometimes 

the gentry actively sponsored invention, albeit on a very 

modest scale, as when J. Grigg offered a prize of b5 at the 

Ashburton A & P Show for the best implement for removing 

65 twitch from pbughed land. In 1896 the Elmslies' gave a 

paddock at Cardendale for a demonstration-of the new Buckeye 

Reaper and Binder. At the end of the trial, both W.P.S. 

Elmslie and E.M. Goodwin of Cracraft bought a machine each. 66 

P. Kellock of Maronan, Grigg's son-in-law, was actively 

interested in new and more scientific farming methods, and 

imported the first Ryeland sheep to New Zealand. A.E. Peache 

67 
of Mc'-lnt Somers was a "businesslike and progressive 11 , _ 

63 Hall Papers, 1891, ~etter from E.G. Wright to 
Sir Jonn Hall, 7 February 1891. · 

"L . ,.,._ " 6 4 Stewart, o.n<kt'.<'f-'<'- ,.,11al,.,JI~,, p. 4 8 • 

65 Guardian, 2 October 1894. 

66 Ibid~ 21 January 1896. 

67 Acland, L.G.D., The Early Canterbury Runs, Ch.Ch., 1946, p.32 
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-::;entlemari farmer, as was 'r,E. Upton. Both E.G. Wright a~d 

1. White experimented with viticulture. Attempts to grow 

cotton were made on the Singletree estate. w.s. Peter of 

· Anama has been called a "scientific sheep-farmer", 68 and 

J. Cathcart Wason, in spite of his dandified manners, "was 

an expert fa.rmer. 1169 

The new scientific interest found its most energe;tic 

outlet in the improvement of animal breeding. This 

occupation united a new curiosity with a long-standing 

gentleman's interest. Sheep breeding was flourishing in 

the county by the 'nineties, and the New Zealand Flock Book 

of 1895 included several Ashburton gentry in its pages. 70 

' /,:_· 6 8 Scatter, Ashburton, p. I;,'-, 
69 Ibid, p. 72. 

70 The New Zealand Flock Book, Council of -cne New Zealand 
Sheep Breeders' Association, Christchurch 1895. J. Grigg 
of Longbeach is, as is to be expected, a frequent name. 
He owned a flock of 105 Lincoln-ewes, which he had built 
up by buying directly from Lincolnshire, from the flock_ 
oi:i the neighbouring Riversdale estate locally, and from 
the Hon. M. Holmes, of Awamoa estate, North Otago, In 1891. 
he had been able to sell a,large number of his pure-bred 
Lincolns to Sir George Clifford, of. Stonyhurst, North 
Canterbury. In addition, Grigg owned 600 English Leicester 
ewes registered in the flock book, and 600 Shropshire Down 
ewes. 

J. Studholme II owned 260 Lincolns inherited from his 
father on Coldstream, and other pedigree Lincoln flocks 
were to be found on M. Friedlander's Kalmar, the Rhodes 
family's Lowcliffe, and on Lagmhor, whose flock had 
originated on the North Otago estate of Elderslie. 
Friedlander also held a flock of 22 Hampshire Downs on 
Kalmar, while W.McN. Lyttleton ran Shropshire Downs on 
Rokeby, together with the only flock of pure-bred Merinos 
registered in the county. · 

Other Ashburton gentry listed included J.A. and A.D. 
Mcilraith; with Shropshire Downs and Romney Marsh flocks 
at Auchenflower, J. Ballantyne with English Leicesters on 
Thirlstane, as also had D. Morrow on Montalto. T.E. Upton 
ran Shropshire Downs on Sherwood, as did P. Cunningham on 
his Dromore estate. Acton raised Border Leicesters. 
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A good deal of sheep-breeding went on that was not registe~ed 

in the Flock Book. Leonard White 11 endeavoured to improve 

stock~breeding in New Zealand - he iv-as . a large importer of 

valuable stud stock from England and Scotland - Langley 

property and stud becoming well-known in New Zealand, 

Argentina, and Australia, owing to the long list of awards, 

shields and championships won in the show rings. 1171 In 

addition, there was considerable interest in breeding cattle, 

pigs, and, of course, horses. J. Deans of Waimarama was an 

energetic promoter of better breeding. Within this field 

"his main interest was undoubtedly his herd of Shorthorn 

cattle. No expense was spared to improve them by use of the 

best procurable sires ••. Second to these was his Southdown 

flock, and he was the first to realise their value in the 

breeding of fat-stock for the British marke-t. His Lincoln 

sheep, Clydesdale horses and Yorkshire pigs were also dear to 

his heart, but the Shorthorns always took first place. 1172 

A.F. Somerville bred Berkshire pigs at The Terraces, and 

Leonard White bred Shorthorn cattle, and won many show 

73 successes. 

The gentry can be seen, ,then, to have included many men 

who were actively interested in good farming, attempting to 

boost prod:uction, and improve yields, breeds and techniques. 

They altogether played an active, leading role in the 

11 revolution" which was transforming the agriculture of the 

region from the purely exploitative, double-staple system to 

modern mixed farming. By no means all, of course, were of 

71 Whi te,"Records 1; P· 6:1. 
72 Deans,Pioneer-~ , p.128. 

73 M d ld ".,o. I • " f-Lcl.C ona , D,03r-aph,,~,.;:. 
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this type. W.C. Walker, for example, was .:i. ;ie,·c.,:,:;:-icv.sly bad 

farmer, and ruined the Valetta estate by hls incompetence 

and lack of concern. C.P. Cox was another who seems to 

·have completely lacked practical ability, no matter how 

fluent and educated he was. After failing to succeed with 

the potentially rich Mount Somers estate, he was unable to 

make his new property provide more than an adequate income. 

And even the estates of good "high farmers" were .still often 

under-developed, for lack of knowledge or because the 

landowner had overreached his ability to develop the land 

~fficiently. Such incidence of underdevelopment is not 

spectacular, but it does confirm accusations that the large 

landowners were incapable of utilising their estates with 

m 1 t ·e ecf1'c1'~n ~ + s m ex+e1·1~. co p e )._ __ _ ,;; __ cl _-o o. e ... ... In August, 1890, for 

example, of 18,700 acres of freehold land on Coldstream, 

10,509 acres remained in the native tussock, 1,600 still 

was swamp, 700 let or unused, and only 5,900 sown in English 

74 grasses. This seems a very high incidence of under-

cultivation, but the Studholmes were the county's most 

extreme case of 11 over-reaching", and when J. Studholme II 

settled on the estate cultivation was speedily intensified. 

Another example of undercultivation was the case of 

the Millton estate which, when it was sold in 1892, was only 

two-thirds in English grasses, the remainder being native 

tussock. But this was also an absentee·estate, as Coldstream 

was in 1890. W.McN. Lyttleton who had leased it for some 

years, had taken care to grow only two grain crops on the 

74 Studholme MSS, Paddock Minute Book. 
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land, so as not to deplete its fertility - evidence of 

careful farming. A third exampl~ of under-development was in 

the Hekeao Settlement of 1898, in which 2,200 acres were 

taken from the Peter family's Anama estate for subdivision 

into smallfa.rms. The land was "good, level, and undulating 

agricultural and pastoral land, with a depth of·seven inches 

to ten inches of good black soil, with a subsoil of deep 

loamy clay on a shingle formation ••• ;.5 . potentially rich. 

The Peters had enclosed it thoroughly, with gorse and-wire 

hedges, and it was well-served by metalled roads. Watering 

was good, with the Hinds river and natural streams well 

supplemented by a·system of water races. But a good deal of 

the land was still in a native state. Substantial acreages 

of oats and turnips had_ been grown, and where English 

grasses had been planted, they had flourished, but two·complete 

sections were in their native state and had never been 

ploughed, and there were some areas of undrained swamp, and 

of rushes, toi-toi, and rough feed. Other examples of this 

under-development could be given. 

But once again such examples seem to show that it was 

absentees, or other exceptional cases, who were unable to 

develop their land intensively. The Peters and Studholmes, 

for example, were over-extended. The .Peters held large 

Southland estates, and the. Studholmes owned many Canterbury 

and North Island Froperties. The men whose Ashburton estate 

was their main property, and who were committed to it, seem 

to have been good, progressive farmers for the most part. It 

seems unlikely that small men could have done as much in such 

75 
'".Che Hekeao Settlement, Particulars, Terms and Conditions, 11 

c;,_y;ferb«t-v S:CN/erYJr..1•h, u.l,.j/,',.,:;fM I /'/7,f. 
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a short t-ime in transforming the face of the plains. 

3. Farm .Management and Operation. 

On most estates the day-to-day supervision of farm work 

was in the hands of a manager or overseer. These men came 

from a variety of backgrounds. By the 'nineties it was 

not uncommon for a son or a poor relation to be made station 

manager. J. Elms lie mad.e his eldest son, William, manager 

of Cardendale, after having first trained him for the 

business by sending him as a cadet to Acton, and then to 

Springfield. By means of this careful preparation, 

Elmslie's son was enabled eventually to become a wealthy 

gentleman farmer in his own right in the county. D. Morrow, 

who oFiginally intended to leave Montalto to the eldest of 

his sons, and set the rest up in business or professions, 

was persuaded by the second to give him a position on the 

estate, and so Montalto was run by two managers - the first 

son supervising the sheepfarming, and the second the 

agricultural and other work. W. Lyttleton made his brother

in-law, Louis Wood, manager of Rokeby. 

It was more common, however, to employ a man already 

qualifieu - a new immigrant, perhaps, who had been a farmer, 

or some local cockatoo who showed business and· farming 

acumen. Promotion from among the ranks of the• common 

labourers may have occurred too, although no examples can 

be found. J. Ballantyne, although he was interested in 

farming, and particularly horses, employed a permanent 

manager on Thirlstane, and provided him with a "villa-style" 

residence called The Staple - an interesting allusion to 

the wool that was the estate's wealth. J. Deans appointed a 
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man from a farming background, Samuel Goodwin, to manage 

and oversee Waimarama, and several of Goodwin's sons also 

worked for the Deanses, illustrating the preference that 

family had for employing old and reliable servants. Even 

small estates on which the proprietor was in residence seem 

to have usually employed managers; E. Chapman's modest 

Drayton estate was supervised by William Dunford as overseer. 

The manager of an estate, particularly of the larger 

properties, enjoyed .some status, and was often a "gentleman", 

mixing on terms of near-equality with the gentry. Company 

estate managers were generally accepted in homestead drawing

rooms, and at least one, W.L. Allan, was a very prominent 

member of the gentry. G. Hart employed a "gentleman 11 , 

Matthew Stitt, as his station manager on Winchmore estate at 
; . 

a salary of ~200 a year, and in addition employed one of his 

sons, J.R. Hart, as financial manager of the estate, with a 

similar salary. Stitt owned Cairnbrae Farm near Methven. 76 

Men of this calibre were highly-prized; T.H. Dowding, the 

Studholme's manager on Coldstream, was a vigorous, 

progressive farmer, highly respected by his employers, and 

remembered as an excellent stock and cropping overseer. 

Their arrival and departure on estates seems usually to have 

entailed some ceremony; when the manger of Longbeach, T.W. 

Hocken, resigned his position there in 1890 to join the 

"drift northn and set himself up as an independent farmer, 

a "very pleasing affair took place at the :i;,ongbeach homestead", 

where the employees of the estate presented him with a 

11valuable gold watch", "with gold chain and compass pendant, 

76 Lands & Deeds,~ill of George Hart, 
41,;t:'7'?, 
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as a farewell keepsake. 11 In addition, he was presentecl l•d +:.h 

"a silver teapot from the Misses Grigg and a-field glass from 

Mr J.C.N. Grigg. Mr Tout, (the new manager) spoke of the 

good feeling which had always existed between Mr Hacken (the 

departing manager) and the large number of employees under 

him on the estate, and expressed_the good wishes they all 

felt for the departing manager, and hopes for his future 

success in life in the North Island." 77 On another occasion, 

the departing manager and his wife on the Rhodeses' Lowcliffe 

estate were presented with a "beautiful marble drawing-room 

clock" by the employees of the property, who gave them the 
· 78 following address: 

"Dear Sir and Madam, - We, the undersigned employees 
of the Lowcliffe estate, learn with regret that you 
are about to sever your connection with the estate. 
Before departing, we ask you to accept ... a small 
token of the esteem in which we have held Mr and Mrs 
Brodie. - We remain, dear sir and madam, respectfully 
yours ••• " 

Although some of the smaller estates kept managers, it 

was probably more common· for the lesser gentry to dispense 

with them, particularly on estates that had little or no 

agricultural work, with its corresponding need for mass labour. 

In such cases, the landowner himself would "do the rounds 11 

personally, supervise the paddocks every day, and often lend 

a hand, if not set an example. This involved no loss of 

status, as in the nineteenth century "no English gentleman 

was ever. afraid to soil his hands cutting down a tree or 

setting to at harvest with his workmen - agriculture was 

always the avocation of the gentry ••• he could break a horse 

77 Guardian, 4 July 1890. 

78 Ibid., 2 August 1892. "Mr Brodie's initials were not 
given. 
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or doctor a sheep wi tho,x!::. £:r:.::langering his status." 79 After 

landowners' sons returned home from school, they commonly 

"knocked about" the station for a few years, helping or 

hindering with farm work, enjoying their father's liquor, 

and calling on the local gentry's daughters. Others were 

groomed for more positive careers, or sent to work on another 

landowner's estate as a "cadet". 

Cadets, like managers, occupied an ambivalent status 

between full-blooded gentleman and workman, and although 

able to "call" at the houses of the local gentry, were 

seldom invited to formal social occasions, until they acquired 

more material substance. They were neither fish nor fowl, and 

generally seemed to have learnt little, and been of little 

practtcal use on a station. Unfortunately, many est~tes, 

such as Springfield and Highbank, were frequently encumbered 

with several cadets at any one time. 

Below cadets and managers were "the men", from as few 

as a dozen, to hundreds. As has already been pointed out, 

the landless poor constituted the largest social class in 

the county. Most of them worked on the estates of the gentry, 

where they were arranged in a wage-based hierarchy dependent 

upon skill and experience. A man could arrive on a station 

and begin as a common labourer with n40 a year, or a shepherd 

at the same rate, then rise to a position as field foreman, 

or head shepherd, with n70 a ybar. After this he might save 

enough to buy his own small farm, or become promoted further 

to overseer, or manager, at possibly bl50 or h200 a year. 

This process of promotion was by no means inevitable, of 

79 Al tick, R. D. , Victorian People and Ideas, New York, 
1973; pp.82-83. 
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course, and nor did nll men aim to leave wage-labouring if 

they possibly could. The Whites of Langley received long 

s_ervice from many of their men. 11 0ld Line", the head 

gardener spent a lifetime with the family. W. Street, was 

overseer and manager of Langley for almost half a century, 

and J. Scott, was head of fencing gangs and "rouseabouts 11 

for thirty-six years. The station system offered plenty of 

scope for the fulfilment of.modest arr~itions, and adequate 

reward, combined with a security denied many independent small 

.:farmers. 
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REDCASTLE. 
Queen Anne 
brick, the 
parterre. 

The absentee la..~downer, J.McLean.'s 
homestead in North Otago. Built of 
house overlookBd a fo:rmal balustraded 

22. Rry~EBUSn • .A...~othar absentee's homestead, this 
was the main country house of J~Dee..na of 
Yfaimarama., 

., 
. I 
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'/lUI CHliOBK ROUS& 

23. ff'Ix1,CIDI0RE. An aqua tint o:r G. :ffart' s homestead 
near .Allanton. 

-- --------~-~~ 

BARR HILL UHURCH. 

A CANTERBURY FAHM. 
SOl\IE VIEWS OF CORWAR, i\IR. .J. CATHCART WASON'S ESTATE, RAIUIA. 

( rreekly Press ) 
24. lfOBLESSE. OBLIGE. The small. church built in the village 

o:E Barrhlll on J~Cathcart Wason's estate,) 
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Showing the hier.'l:cchy of employees and employers 
0:1 loTTl2 .. n.ds .este.t&s.. Il0fi:ui -ta wages quoted -are 
those given as ave:rage_s for 1892 ~ · 

. 79 

B~ATIOIT or2rnm. . 
ft fi'----------1 STATIOIJ L.ld:rr 

Jf ARJ'.1 .STAFF 
I 

GOVEPJrESS I . 
I . · 1IAHAGER £150--£300? 

. i . '°'· 
GARDEHER 

£52-£78 . ! . 
t 

MARRIED 
COUPLE. 
£60-£75 

OVERSEER CADET I 
( not .a p·aidl . 

employee) 
. . 

0R00;1 FOR 711.till OF 
£52-£6.S FIELD:f (}.AffG.S 

liOUsR1cooK. MElP s PLOUGHM:All 
. £31-£78 . COOK . £52-£65 : · I . . up ·to £78. f 

HEAD SHEPHERD 
· 1 

SHEPHERD 
or ·sTOCK1IBEPER 

£50-£60 
. l 

LAUlf-DRESS., ST.ATI01T LAROURER . HUT:!:IBEPER 
J;>,:,o f' Ii A ........ .., '"i"""i"'7 

! 
C-EUEF..AL ITOUSE; SER
VAU.T £26-£31 

I 
HOUSEHAID · 

£21-£27 
l 

UURSEViAID 
£13-£22 

. £52-£65 
I 

FAPJ:I LAB:OURER 
£4.1 ... £52 · 

All above wages include b·oa:rd .. 

.SEASQ?TAL I,ABOUR 

REAPER • 3.5/~ to 40/- p_er week 
HOWER 35/- to 40/- -per week 
THRESHER 10/- to 20/- p0r 100 bushels 
SHEEP WASHER. 6/- per day 
SHEARER 15/- to 18/- per loO -sheep 

W~thout boa:rd ..... 
. . 

. - ·- . ·- ---· 

TRADESLlE;IT 
( · carp en.- . 
ters, black, 
smiths, &c) 
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A detailed. diagram oi' the sta·tion hierarch.7 is given in Figu.re / 

This shows that thera was plenty of scope for promotion on an 

estate,. 

Wages seem to have been .fairly unif:orm throughout ·the 

county, but of equal importance to the worker were his housing 

and living conditions. Many of the employees o.f the large 

estates were casual labourers. They lived awa:y from the 

property in villages or isolated cottages, and when a station 

labourer married, he was generally provided. ·with a separate 

cottage on the estate. The quarters of single men saw the 

greatest variation, and the greatest scandal when inspectors cami: 

to call under the liberal government. Springfield had a pa--r>tic-

ularly bad reputation. Especially bad were its outstations, 

where the quarters were very poor, meals bad and irregular, and 

where wet weather found men cont:ined to cramped and leaking 

quarters, overcrowded, without a:n.y escape, and 0 surrounded by 

a sea of mud .. "1 Government inspectors decided in 1895 that 

the quarters on the Peters' Anama were of inferfor standard, 

and must be rebuilt. F. Peter unsucces,sfully disputed this 

d.ecision in court., During the trial a witness had abused the 

quarters at Springfield. This elicited a letter to the 

Guardian in reply from D. Cameron, and another from a group of 

ex-workers on Springfield, testifying that the quarters at· 

Springfield were 0 f'irst-classn, and ending by declaring that 

"Springfield, Longbeach, Alford, and Montalto stations are four 

of the best .:. 0 ~ 2 

1 Thompson, 11 {ar,tJ Lah:Jt.U"el'~.'• , p,.11. 

2 Guardian, 3 December 1895-
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Longbeach was almost proverbial for the quality of its 

qw:=1..rters .. Mari..y were built solidly of brick and tiles, a...id 

there were neat rows of cottages for married men, gardens, 

and a pleasant setting. Corwar was similarly appreciated .. At 

Coldstream, the Studholmes were careful of their men 1 s needs, 

and made sure that the quarters were solid and weatherproof, 

with a substantial brick-built cookhouse and dining-room, and 

tidy co·t;tages for the married men, .A long wooden barracks 

. . housed the single men. It was shaded by a wide verandah, and 

divided into private compartments. The manager lived in a 

large fifteen-roomed house of two storeys. A reporter noted 

that o~ Langley, ttr1r Wh~te erected the most substantial buildings 

and the merls quarters, with baths &c., are models ••• n: The 

farm buildings on nearby Acton were reported to be all "clean 

. and neat, and in the men• s quarters you could with :pleasure 

have an agricultural show banquet."2 ' . ' 

On Alfo:ro. there was a 

"rather palatial looking residence" for the single men on the 

estat;e, in which "all the rooms are lofty, well ventilated and 

particularly clean. Water is laid on in pipes." The appear-

ance of these·quarters was thought to 0 stamp" E. Herring "as 

a kindl"'"hearted, thoughtful man.u3 

Conditions were not everywhere so rosy. Fo.r every human

i tari.an, careful landowner there was an indifferent:, careless 

counterpart.. When the landowne:r4 

"asserted his position as master in an offensive 
manne~, and tried to make as much money as possible, 

. regardless of ,how the 'men' fared; huts we:r:·e apt to 
be 'mere shells of cabins•, bare walls and ceilings 
with no bunks, provisions or comforts of any kind, 

1 GWhit~,t'Records'; . . quoted and unannotated, p .. 64. 
2 ..:,uard1an, 1 December 1894. -
3 W_eekl;z Press, 13 August 1886, p .. 13. 
4 Crawford, S},e.e_;orno,, p .. 127., 
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and conditions generally bad. But where he tried 
to make life as pleasant as possible for his fellow 
workers, huts had stout walls') bunks, fireplaces, 
cupboards, and all sorts of comforts .. 11 

Even on the best estates, food was seldom appetising. 

on·most stations the worker was fed tea and damper in the 

morning, tea and chops for dinner, and tea and damper for 

nsmokos" and supper. They generally ate heavily (mutton? tea 

and flour were c_heap enough), but not particularly well, with 

monotonous~ill-balanced, and often poorly-cooked diet. It was 

rumoured that on some properties, men were employed for food 

only. This provoked one rich farmer, William Mor.row from Dorie 

(no relation to the gentry Morrows of Montalto) to ask the 

Guardian editor to 

time. 

"kindly allow me space in your columns to correct 
an,ierroneous statement, circulated by some evil 
disposed person,-that I have men working for me for 
their food. I may say that I have not, or ever had 
men working on such terms. I may say I do not approve 
of the system of employing men for a paltry pittance 
so I think it must be their own story they arEl circu
lating and not mine .. 11 1 

Other scandals travelled through the county from time to 

When William White began feeding his horses on Langley 

with bunches o.f grapes produced on the estate's over-prolific 

viner;y, th.ere were no doubt mutterings heard about how the 

horses ate be-t;ter than the men. 2 It was generally accepted 

in the county that workers on the estates were poorly fed in 

comparison with those on the larger cockatoo farms, where the 

farmer's wife w~s generally responsible for the men's food. 

Men on sta-t;ions' complained at the absence of potatoes, vegetablEE 

sauces, pickles, jams and butter. Longbeach, once a.gain, was 

probably amongst the best estates in this respecto The ·workers 

1 Guardian, 1B November 1892. 
2 l.•Jh ......... ''R d JJ c::.-. , lt,e7 ecor s~ :p.,_:;.,;7, 



were normally fed mutton, but if visitors were staying at 

i:;ne 11Big House 11 , or at Christmas, pork or beef was a.is-t;:riou.l:i0d. 

11.m:ple time was allowed for meals. The station bell rang at 

6~30 am for all those who breakfasted in the cookhouse to rise 

for break.fast, again at 7o00 :for ordinary workmen to rise, at 

7930 for the manager to come around and give his orders for 

the day, and at e.oo for tradesmen to be at their work. A ball 

at noon signalled lunch, and work resumed a full hour later., 

Ordinary farm workers- left off at 5 .. 00 pm. .An English 

observer wrote in 189.3 that 11 the men seem very contentedn.1 

The worke:cs were paid every six months, and the daughter of 

one wrote2 
; 

11·whe.n we wanted meat we went to the storeman who gave 
us a ticket to the butcher. The ticket was returned 
to the storeman and the amount, along with the cost; of 
,-,,..,..,..c,.._.,_...; ec -nn+ l"'\Y\ 0,,•n or-coii-n+. · II 
Q"1:V V..S......t- ~, J!¼V 'tJ.fo.Ji, ~ ~-...., · ~•v• 

This system was similar to that used for peons on the 

haciendas and ranchos of Latin .America, but it is unlikely that 

landowners made much profit, if any. Certainly the cost of 

maintaining such laxge establishments was high - food consump~ 

tion on Longbeach alone was suf£icient to equal that of a sea 

going ship. Each week the station bakers produced one thousand 

4-lb loaves, and the butchers were kept busy slaughtering some 

150 sheep a week for home consumption • 

. Married couples enjoyed some independence and comfort. 

One such couple were employed on an estate in a position of 

some small responsibility, the management of a dairy of sixty 
' 

milch cows. nMr and Mrs M'Guinness ••• are about as likely a 

couple as I have ever had the pleasure of meeting." They were 

1 9ou.gt}:;l Journal, 
2 N,eekl;y ~' Auckland, 8 May 196?, an article by 11 A.M.Co", 

who was raised on Longbeach,. 
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assist;ed in their work by two boys, who were paid 10/- weekly, 

with rations .. 

11 M1 Guinness has 25s per week and his rations and £"10 
extra for harvest money. His wife has 12s per week as 
well as rations .. Their cottage is rent free and firing 
given in .. The rations of man and wife consist of the 
following:-

Fresh meat, 281b per week, or if less be used money 

Tea, flb per week .. 
Sugar, 3flb per week. 
Bread, 201b per week .. 
Milk, ad libitum. 

in place .. 

Mrs M'Guinness has made and packed awa:y as much as 
?60lb o:f butter in a week. She looks the picture of 
health, and hard work seems to suit her .. 1r "1 

The living conditions of contract a.'lld casual workers were, 

however, extraneous to the concerns of the landowner.. He 

only paid wages in cash or kind, and did not; need to provide 

quarters for these men. Many were small farmers, who spent 

off-seasons doing the man7 jobs of a large estate - chaff 

cutting, hoeing turnips and mangolds, potato picking, chopping 

wood, cleaning drains and water races, cutting hedges, grubbing 

gorse, ploughing - and many others were landless men~ For the 

large landowner, contracting for casual labour was a perfect 

opportunity to enjoy the advantages of an English-st;yle ten

ancy, but wi tb.ou·t the disadvantages of that system - its long 

term, and legal .forma:lity and its making-over of direct control 

of land to the tenant. An Ashburton landowner could ease the 

responsibilities o~ direct farming of an estate by letting large 

portions of it to small farmers on a year-to-year b.asis, or 

by contracting for men to carry out much of the agricultu~al 

work without having to provide hous:Lng,·rations, and so on .. 

1 Qountrz Journal, Septo 1893, p.3930 
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The attracti-veness of this contracting system meant that 

a very large proportion of all farm work on .Ashburton estates 

was done by men not attached to the property in any formal sense .. 

In one year, chosen randomly, some 42~ of men employed in one 

month on the Lagmhor esta·te were contractors .. '1 Numerous 

advertisements crowded the columns of the Ashburton newspapers 

informing potential contractors of openings on the various 

esta·tes·. One day in 1891, for example, M. Friedlander_ advert

ised for tenders to transport 5,000 sacks of oats from Dundas 

estate to Chertsey township. 2 A yea:r: later, he was asking 

for contractors to stook and stack about 1,000 acres of wheat, 

a..71.d stook about '1,000 more acres of wheat and oats, on IColma.r,.3 

In the same week, contractors were asked to harvest 350 acres 

of wheat on Steward's Barford, 170 acres of oats and 59 ·of. 

wheat on Lagmhor, and cut with string binders 450 acres of 

wheat and oats on Fairfield esta.te.4 Short term tenants were 

also called for .. In one week in 1894, C .. Po Mu.rray-Aynsley 

advertised that 200 acres of Mount Hutt would be let to a 

tenant for one year, to grow a white crop.5 Four days later, 

300 acres of Selma estate were offered to a tenant for cropping, 

e.nd other contracting jobs advertised included the cleaning of 

drains Ori Lagmhor, and the cutting of new drains for seventy 

chains on T. Dowling's Wo9lmers estate near Mount Somers •. 

1 1!he year was 1909, when there were 25 permanent employees 
and 18 contractors employed on the greatly-reduced Lagmhor 
estate" From Lagmhor Letter Book, in possession of r1Li:' J. 
Blair, Ashburton. 

2 guardia_g, 21 January 1891. 
3 Ibi~., 8 January 1892. 
4 

5 
Ibid,, 2 January 1892., 
Ibi~, 6 July 1894a 
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1.rhe terms offe.red to contractors were fax f:rom lucrat;ive, 

and it is difficult to see how many made much pro.fit for their 

-t;ime .. D .. Morrow let 100 acres as a wheat farm one year, and 

the rent charged was 20/- per acre 1 plus one half of the prod

uction (22 bushels per acre) as an extra rent in ldnd.1 

Another entry in the recounts book o.f Montalto records the 

financial dealings with two partner contractors, David Kerr 

and Arthur Wilson, who wera employed up to 18960 The work 

they c.arried out included ploughing and grubbing, discing 

turnips .for 2/- an acre, and ploughing at 8/- an acre a 95 

acre plot belonging to Mrs Morrow.. Their total wages amounted 

to £378, earned over several years. However, in the same 

period, they made substantial payments i£ the Morrows. These 

includ~d such items at £.1+3 -for over 500 bags of chaf'.f and half' 

a gallon of castor oil, £17 for foodstuffs bought from the 

estate stores, and many other such items, the whole totalling 

£3110 This meant a total clear profit of only £67~ 2 

~~, Farm~ng Routine. 

Apart from management and labour, many other matters 

preoccupied the gentleman farmer. There was, of course, always 

the weather .. In a letter of 1892,D. Cameron wrote to another 

landholder with a ~ypical lament over 3 

"heavy loss to our crops owing to the heavy rains. 
I have now about 1,800 acres of wheat in stook and 
500 acres of oats, over the half of this wheat has 
been cut afte:r.· the first week's rain,, most of the 
oats have also been cut since. A very great amount 
of damage has been done as matters stand now,.u 

1 From Accounts Book of D .. Morrow, Montalto, in possession of 
Mr E .. Norrow, Walcare, Montalto .. 

2 j_bid., 1896 •. 

3 Hall Paners; 1892 1 D~Cameron to Sir John Hall, 
tipr:ingfield, 20 -July 1892., 
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It was an ill wind, however., as Cameron was able to 

praise the beneficial eff'ect of "t;he continuous Nor 'west winds 

· that p:r:evailed for about .four or .five days afterwards." Fire 

was.another problem, both accidental (as was most common), or 

. as a result; of' incendiarism, which periodically broke ou·t in 

the county. The manager of Lagmhor wrote to G ... A .. Maclean 

Buckley's insurance company one day,1 

uI regret to say, that a f'ire took place in the harvest 
fi.eld on Lagmhor .c;state yesterday - the actual damage 
would not exceed £20 Stg. Fortunately _by most strenu
ous exertions on the part of the men it was got under 
control, and a terrible fire averted. Had a norwester 
been blowing they could not have saved. The wind was 
f:com the norEast. Notwithstanding that the men are 
constantly warned never to smoke in the harvest field 
this fiJ:>e was started by one of the binder drivers 
lighting his pipe on the machine and dropping the 
match. I don •·t- think it it necessary to send your 
(assessor) down. The area burnt about 1¼ acres that 
was in Stook.,n 

The . rabbit menac.e was beginning to become apparent in the 

'nineties, and began to absorb some of the gentry's time in 

preparatory measures. In 1895 a "rabbit conference" o.f gentry 

and farmers met to consider the problem in the cou...nty. They 

includ.ed E.G. Wright, who chaired the meeting, A .. E. Pe ache, 

VoF. Musgrave, D .. Cameron, F.~eter, D.F. Knight, D.Morrow, and 

J. Harrison. 2 .. 4.nd there were also problems of litigation. 

In 1.890.., .for example, M .. Friedlander was involved in a costly 

and protracted dispute with a Christchurch 11money lender" who 
I 

had extended a lien on one of Friedlander's tenants. It was 

necessary to take the matter to court before the landlord's 
..,. 

rights could be redressed. ✓ 

1 La_gmhor Letter Book, 
N .. Z.. Insurance Co, ll.n,Ue,l, 

2 Q...~, 11-1- August 1895. 
3 lbid.., 17 July '1890. 

H.Ford to the Manager, 
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The day-to-day routine of the estates is shown in the 

sca.ttered station journals and work reports which have managed 

to sur---.rive ·!;he last eighty years., An overseer I s re:porJG on the 

11 General Working o:f Lagmhor Estate as from Dec 2o~(jh to fJa.rry 

2ot;h 11 reads as follows; 1 

11Regret to .say that a serious drought beginning early 
December with continuous NorWest winds and great heat, 
burnt up the pastures, and all rape Kale and root crops 
are at a ·stand still, and further, damaged the cereal 
crops. 

On the general average they have not filled well and 
this is complained of all through the county~ 

~rhe ·beams have been working in :f!'itzgeralds Paddoclc; 
through the growth of weeds caused through the October 
rains the land required a great deal of cultivation 
be£ore it could be drilled. The harvest will be gen
eral here in a £ew days. Caterpillars have made their 
appearance on some of the wheat but I hope not to do us 
any serious damage. 

~he Wool 133 Bales shipped in the Tongariro and 
should be in time for the March sales in London. 

We have had a little rain on the 18th and 20th Inst. 
enough to help the Kale and will also do some good to 
the pastures. 

In a month from now we should be well through with 
the harvest .. u 

A.E. Peache's estate of Mount Somers provides a good 

illustration of a fairly typical station of the time. In 1890 

this station included some 5,1?0 acres of freehold, and carried 

10,000 sheep. These sheep were almost entirely half and 

quarter-bred, with only a small number of merinos in the £lock. 
I 

Draft sheep numbering 1,200 to 1,700 were sold every year. 

The homestead, 3¾ miles from the railway and village, was built 

on a planted rise, was of two storeys flanked with verandahs 

and contained twelve main rooms and 11 offices"" The uquarte:rs· 1 

comprised a five-roomed shepherd's cottage, a four-rfuomed men's 

house, a shearers' house with accommodation for fourteen men, 

1 Lagmho~ Letter Book. 
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and a woolshed for eight shearers$ There were also a cha.f.f 

house, wat,er wheel, chaff cutter, oats crusher, sawmill., two 

stables, a carriage house, harness house, smi"!:;hy, sheep yards, 

stock yards., The estate was divided into twenty-one paddocks4 

1 1 500 acres were ploughed and planted in English grasses, and 

the remainder was in tussock grass, with English grasses sown 

through it. The land was all downland or hillslopes, and so 

not suitable for the growing of grain. Early experiments had 

failed, and ·!;he station was now devoted entirely to sheep-

reaJ.'ing,. Twenty acres of native bush and fifteen acres o.f 

English trees grew on the estate, and "also numerous small 

patches of native bt1.sh ••• affording excellent shelt;er :for 

sheep and other stock, and also grea·tly adding to the natural 

beauty of the property .. 01 

The musterers on the station ·were paid 50/- a week, with 

no allowance i'or time coming and going.. ·. They were· to work on 

Sundays if required, but were paid an additional 10/- in that 

case .. 2 Permanent workers on the estate were.few in.number, 

owing to its purely pastoral nature, and included a head 

shepherd, two farm hands, a second shepherd, and several,extra 

men employed ~s labourers from the village. Three .farm drays 

and a waggon were used in the operation of the estate. 

Entries in the Mount Somers journal throughout the 'nineties 

illustrate the careful control of the estate by its owner, 

A.E~ Peache; who was his own manager .. In 1892 he bought 

another 1,300 acres, which raised his total to 7,000 freehold 

acres of freehold land. In 1893 a large workshop with a loft 

1 Gray, Quid f/:lfr , pp .. 93-96. 
2 Ibid., p .. .98: 



and another st;able were built, and later a new sheep-dip .. 

oarpanters from the village were employed. In 1893., Peacha 

estimated the value of his esta~e at £20,000 1 which made it 

of rather less value than the average estate. In November of 

the same yeax one of the workers• houses was burnt down, and a 

swagger who had stayed the night was held responsible .. Soon 

afterwards a notice appeared in the local newspaper in which 

Peache advertised that he would no longer allow swaggers to 
. ·- . ' 1 

stay the night at his station. 

In 1894, in an attempt to stimulate the workers' 

efficiency, a shearing competition was introduced at Mount 

Somers. 

shearers. 

Prizes o.f £1 and 10/- were offered for the two best 

In the same yea:r, a pigeon house was built. In 

June, 1895, Peache wrote, 11I suppose a turn must come and we 

all hope that it may be.soon. In the meantime we have all 

reluctantly reduced wages and every kind of expenditu.re. 02 

In spite of this gloomy note, constant improvements on the 

estate had continued, and a new homestead had been erected in 

1892 ... 

Throughout June and July of 1895, A.E .. Peache was ,rigor

ously organising the other landowners in the Ashburton Gorge 

area, and waiting on the local bodies, in order to gain support 

for a scheme to build a rabbit-proof fence across the plains 

to the sea. This was an attempt to prevent the rabbits from 

Southland and Otago moving north into the county. In February 

of "1896 the old water-wheel collapsed and a new one ordered. 

In September a new cookhouse was built at a cost of £200, with 

1 Ib:ld., p .117~ 

2 Ibicl, p .130. 
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an oven large enough to bake twenty-eight loaves at a time and 

so satisfy the voracious appetities of the workers. 

A smaller estate was Westerfield, which, after the sale of 

large areas as two separate estates in 1890, was only 2,524-

acres -- the minimum size according to my definition of 11 estate" o 

. It was owned by C.F. Todhunter in partnership with C.H. Dowding, 

formerly Studholme's manager on Coldstream. Si tua-1:;ed "ten 

miles .from Ashburton on a first rate road and two miles from 

the Westerfield station on the Mt Somers railway, 111 the estate 

consisted of "about 1,500 acres (of) strong land above the 

terrace, the balance being exceptionally good river bed0 • 2 

Todhunter and Dowding paid £17,500 for the estate in 1890. Of 

this, £12,000 was covered by a mortgage, which Todhunter had 

arranged to cover five yea:r:s at 6%e 

for stock and plant.3 

Another £5,000 were paid 

Improvements to the estate were detailed in an i~surance 

policy taken out in 1890. They included the homestead, worth 

£1,800 (Peache's new two-storeyed mansion at Mount Somers 
-e 

cost £1,500), another brick dwelling-house, a gara/43.er's cottage, 

an entrance lodge, shearers' cottage, men's quarters, stables, 

coach house, c,a:t'penters • shed and lo:ft, a seed loft, cowshed, 

stable :for draft horses, woolshed, and slaughter house. Other 

items covered by the insurance policy included two private 

carriages, three farm drays, two ploughs, seed drill, .roller, 

stripper, station t~ols, and cart harness.4 

1 Todhun·l:ier MSS, . :from a letter written by C.F. 
Todhunter to ·his brother, 4 September 1890. 

2 Ibid., from a letter written by C.F. Todhunter to E.Menlove, 
':iindsor Park, North Otago, 2 December 1890 .. 

3 Ibid., letter of 4 September 1890. 
4 Todhunter MSS, .Insurance policies nos. 24-271 and 24272 

quoted in letter book. 
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By January 1896 the flock of sheep on Wester.field 

numbered 6,000 •. These included 17 Shropshire rams, 579 cross

bred ewes, 10?? half-bred ewes, 459 2/4 tooth ewes, 2079 two

tooths, mixed sexes, 1632 lambs, and 128 fat sheep .. Another 

1,300 sheep were bought in February ( ¾ bred lambs) ·t;o bring 

the flock up to 7,300. In addition to grazing, this small 

mi;x:ed estate grew crops of wheat, oats, turnips, and rape. As 

an indication of the income of the property, it was expected in 

1895 to make a gross earning of £3,500 for the year•s grain 

crop. This was at a time when wheat prices were at their 

lowest level for the. entire depression, as were oats and barley1 

The number of workers on the property varied, as was 

usual, but seems to have averaged-about ten. The Westerfield 

journal mentions permanent employees, such as Byrne, Wright, 

Horn, Farrelly, Carter and Loy, as well as various contractors 

such as Collison and Johnson, and in addi.tion makes vague 

references to. "mates", "boys'', and so on •. Seasonal labour 

was hired in addition, and it was quite common, as on most of 

the :· ,all er est.ates, for · the son and brother of the owner to · · . 
. I 

do v.::::-ious jobs about the station, supervising and sharing the 

work of the men •. The men worked up tremendous appetites, 
~ 

which were satisfied in the usual country way. - with abundant 

Aw:.kland, ... 
1 Lloyd Pritdard, M.F., _!a ·Economic History 2.f New Zealand 

!£ 12;;_2,/-1970, p.161. Wheat prices were in a three-year 
trough which represented the rock bottom for the depression. 
Wool and mutton prices were also low. The continued profit
ability of Westerfield even in this very bad year is signif
icant, as it indicates that large estates were able to 
weather. the depression and continue ·t;o be economic. 
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rations of meat, bread, and tea. In five days, for example, 

rations of meat alone were as follows: for some of the workers 

- Byrne 61b, Collison 91b, Carter 121b, Loy 141b, and Johnson 

20lb! At the "Big Housett, C .. F .. Todhunter and Mrs Todhunter, 

c.H~ Dowding, B.E. Todhunter, several children, and the domestic 

staff consumed between them some 891b of fresh mutton. 

The estate journal sheds light on the detailed routine 

life of Westerfield, the social amusements of the family in 

'the 11 Big House" as well as the steps in the endless cycle of 

farm work which occupied the lives of the workers, and most 

of those of the masters. Typical passages of daily station 

work run as follows: 
.. 

"17 February 1896: Fine~ day. H.Horn working for 
-Collison grubbing,- Farrelly·ana-carter after sheep all 
day. .Wright and 1:>yrne fencing, Bob shepherding and 
fencing. · 

20 February: C.F.T. (Todhunter) at 'Horsley Down• -
(sheep) sale~ __ 
24 February: Fine .fresh morning. Ben and Carter 

chaining Mill Farm River bed for fencing. Bob mending 
fences.. \1right harrowing after rape. Byrne cutting 
posts for fencing. H.Horn working for Collison._ 
Farrelly went away this morning. Bob doing his work. 

25 February: O.F.T. at Tinwald market - sheep a little 
better.· 

26 February: B.E.T. (Todhunter•s brother) started on 
daisy cart to meet lambs from 'Horsley Down' - he goes 
up by Upper Rakaia Bridge and will try to make T. 
Phillips' Point (an estate in Selwyn county) tonight. 

27 Febrnary: Collison 1 s teams grubbing Yarrow paddock 
and 'part of woodside stubbles. _ _ 
6 March: Collison•s team ploughing in Park.· Johnson's 

two teams ploughing in Woodside. Loy, viright, Carter, 
Bob, Byrne, H.Horn and Farrelly all crutching and dipping 
lambs after doing other necessary work. Loy worked with 
a mate - fencing, etc. 

2 April: Heavy rain all day .. The gardener, Lovett 
and Horn·mending sacks in Shearers' Hut. Carter and 
Farrelly round sheep .. Loy and mate not working. Byrne 
H.E.T. working at station accounts. - /not working. 
C.F.T. out shooting with a visitor, Wil.fred Stead, 
with small success - 1 duck and a few hares. 
12 December: Two boys started work pulling wild 
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turnips in Woodside.n1 

The business of operating estates occupied much time, 

of course,. Conscientious landowners found themselves hard 

pressed for time. A.E. Peache wrote in an harrassed moment, 

"I lead a busy life as with all the work on the station, book- . 

keeping and correspondence, there are not; many idle moments., •• _ 11.2 
Travel associated with business also took up many hours weekly. 

The Todhunters at Wester.field were inve·!;erate trippers, and in 

..e'ebruary, 1896, the station diary includes the .following 

instances / 5 

5th: 
7th: 

12th: 
14th: 
19·th: 
21st: 

C.FGT.(Todhunter) came down from Ch.Ch. 
B.E.T.(Todhunter) to Ch.Ch. by train from 
r,Iesterfield .. 
C.]'.T. · went to Ch.Ch. 
C.F4T. returned from Ch.Oh. 
C.F.T. went to Ch.Ch. 
C.F.T. returned ~rom Ch.Ch. 

The gen~ry were also-.frequently travelling in to Ashburton 

borough for business, shopping, and local politics. They 

stayed at the Somerset when there, and on one day in 1894, the 

fil!ardian noted that guests at that hotel included J.C.N. Grigg 

of Longbeach, "Mr Huttonu from Lorigbeach (in-law of the Griggs), 

w. Lyttleton o.f Rokeby, J. Studholme o.f Merevale, G. Gould of 

Christchurch (conn~~ted with several Ashburton families, 

formerly partner in Sp~rogfield), w.F.Maclean Buckley (brother 

of Buckley of Lagmhor), and M. Sti·!it (manager of Hart f s Winch

more)., 4 

1 All above quotes and information from the "New Zealand 
Rou.gh Diaries" .for 1896 and 1892 (actually 1895), 
Todhunter MSS. 

2 Gr.ay,, Q(),ie+ · l-l:1/r , p. '111. 

3 Todhunter MS~, 1896 Rough Diary. 
4 Guardian, 7 April 1894. 
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These journal excerpts and reports give a clear picture 

of day--to-day station management at the time.. The owner was 

generally a careful man, busy in maintaing and improving his 

estate, concerned with shearing competitions, sheep sales,· 

such minor matters as pigeon-houses, acquiring more land and 

stock if he could, husbanding his resources, and complaining 

about prices. There were some lazy and indifferent gentleman 

faxmers. But the· majority, ra:qy.ng from John Grigg of Longbeach, 

·with his massive operations on the ti.finest farm i:q. the world", 

to A.E. Peache and C.F. Todhunter on their modest· estates, 

seem to have been o.f a more diligent and -industrious mould. 

Their estates were their livelihood, and whether squi.re-ish 

amateurs or hard-headed efficiency experts they generally 

brought interest and compete~ce.to the running of their estates. 

·workers' conditions might o.ften be bad, but this could not be 

equated with bad farming. Prices were low, but this probably 

encouraged better .farming and new intensification of the 

estates, careful management being necessary to make them pe:y. 

II.. THE INCOME OF THE GENTRY 

1. ~~c2me From Fa.rmin5 

Before discussing .finances, some basis of comparison must 

be established to lend meaning to figures. It was earlier 

suggested that a simple multiplication of 'nineties figures by 

twent,y-five· would give a rough equation with figures of the 

1970s. Probably more useful, is a comparison with the 



earnings of the upper landed classes of Britain~ In 1861 ·the 

British Parliament; discussed the endowment of' landed estates 
' 

to newly-created English nobles, to enable them to keep up their 

r81lk at a suitable level. It was suggested that 11 a baronet's 

qualification might be fixed at £500 a year, a peer's at ~2,000~1 

A country squire would earn anything from rather less than 

£500 a year to one or two, sometimes more, thousand,. By the 

1nineties, rui English baronet's income would be from £1,000 a 

year upwards, and a nobleman's from £4.,ooo upwards. 

Only ~ragmantary evidence remains to calculate the Asn

burton gentry's income, and to enable comparisons to be made. 

Figures from the period are difficult to come by, and even the 

passage of eighty yee:rs has not made Ashburton landed families 

readier to discuss their forbears' finances. Elementary 

calculations based upon yields and contemporary prices are 

enlightening. Springfield exported 52,000 bushels of wheat 

at 6/- a bushel in one year, thus earning £15 1 600. 2 Deducting 

20/- a quarter for shipment, wages, and other expanses, this 

would leave a net profit of £9,100. Throughout the 'nineties, 

3/- was the- average price, however, and Springf::!ald was one of 

the coun·by I s largest estates~ The pountp:y Journal of "'1893 

(a year o:f bad prices) reported the Longbeach crop for export 

to be 170.,200 bushels of wheat; 11 this wheat can be shipped to 

Engl~d at a cost of about 20s per quarter", and could 'be sold 

at 27s, meaning that 1tthe profit even at present low prices 
ff 

would be a large one. 3 The profit of 1893 would have been, 

1 'l'hompson, F.r•'.L,L., English Landed Society .!!! ~ Nineteenth 
.Centuu, London, 1<)63, p.62~ 

2 Scotter, canterbu:r:;y:, p .. 97•. 
3 Countn Journal, September 1893, p_.390. 
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of the century,, 

and that in one of the most depressed years_ 

It was pc)ssible to reduce overheads and. 

increase profit further; in 1896, 30,000 bushels of Longbeach 
\ 
wheat of that year's crop were sold at the Winslow railway 

station to a Sydney buyer at 3/3 a bushel, thus saving Grigg 

h . . t 1 s 1pp.1ng cos s •. Such figures mean·t; that even a comparatively 

small estate, such as Kolmar, might earn lucrative profits 

from its wheat fields alone; Kalmar usually grew about 1,700 

acres of wheat, and produced 30 bushels to the acre& With a 

crop of a.bout; 51,000 bushels,. and a net profit-, after 

exporting,·of perhaps 7/- a. quarter, this would earn some 

£2,200 clear,. Such profits enabled Longbeach to pay some 

~'+,000 annually to New Zealand Railways for transporting costs, 
J 

and for the' workers on the estate ·to save £5,000 between them 

each year. The average wheat yield of the time was about 

twenty bushels per a.ere (steadily increasing throughout the 

decade, incidentally), and a poorish, very small estate like 

Barfbrd, was probably earning a few hundred pounds every ye~ 

·· from wheat sales., 2 after e·xpenses had been deducted. 

Sheep also produced ample.profits. In an average yea:c 

a stat;ion such as 1•1oi.mt Somers, with a low ra·bio of sheep to 

the acre in comparison with estates on the plains proper, 

could earn A.E. Peache £3,000 a year. His expenses of £950 

left £2,050 remainder as clear profit - thus representing a 

1310 return on the value of the estate.3 And as times were. 

bad, Peache could economise, like a good businessman, with 

such measures as sending his wool bales directly to New rork 

1 Guardian, 29 February 1896. 
2 If Barford grew 400. acres in most years (which it appears 

to have done), at 15 bushels per acre this would give a 
product; of' '?50 quarte:cs, worth perhaps £300 clear profit .. 

3 Gray) Q,,,;,.f H,'/1.r : p .. 116. 
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for scouring, on the~ 9.::_teen 2 and then on to London for 

sale, as he decided to do ·in December 1890. In 1888 the clip 

of 102 bales o.f wool from J., Deans 1s Waimarama earned him 

£1,428, in addition to which this smallish estate returned 

considerably more for its fattened wethers, wheat, pigs, and 

bee.f.,1 In 1892, A .. F. Somerville's manager at The Terraces, 

sold "I ,000 fat sheep at 18/6 a head, thus earning him £925. 2 

In 1888 1 D., Cameron shipped 9,800 .frozen lambs directly to 

England, and these possibly earned him as much as £10,000.3 

The estates produced other sources of income too. Sales 

of flax on marshy estates could earn £4 an acre, 4 so that an 

estate with only 100 acres still in swamp could be earning 

£400 to supplement sales of wheat, wool, and meat$ . Many 

Ashburton estates bred horses for sale. In October, 1890, 

J. Grigg nsent by rail from Ashburton a long train of horses 

for ·shipment- to India~ The horses have all been selected 

'with a view to meet the Indian demand, not only for cavalcy 

remounts, but for generally useful light horsesen5 Few 

landowners could s~pply a whole train of horses,, but more 

typical was E .. Herring's sal_e of eight horses, bred on Al.ford, 

.to the_ Indian Army-, in 1891. 6 Horses ·could earn incomes by 

being used for stud purposes also. In 1890, M. Friedlander's 

1 Deans, 'PiMe.ei--s , p.116. 

2 guardian,. 1 June 1892. 
3 Macdonald, 11 llio(J.--af'h;e.\~ 

4 Guardian, 17 November 4890. 
5 Ibid., 8 October 1890. 
6 1bid., 24 August. 1891. 



manager and groom-in-charge were advertising the services of 

two of his stud stallions on Kolmar .. "1 Pigs could be equally 

remunerative - herds were built up quickly, and their high 

fertility ensured large profits~. J. Grigg began his stye 

by buying 300 pigs for ~300. Within the first twelv,e mon·tihs 

he had sold of£ fat; pigs to the value of £1,500, leaving 600 

:porke:i:·s for the ne:,ct; season• s breeding .. In the second year 

he was able to sell fat pigs to the value of £3,500, and ?00 

porkers.were kept over. In the third year he was able to 

sell 3,000 fat pigs, realising £5,500 prof'it. 2 Rents were 

another income source, and in one year, D. Morrow earned £100 

rent, plus wheat worth about £50 a.s payment in kind on 100 

acres let; ·t;o tenants,.3 

Major expenses included transport costs, labour, 

commissions, and insurance charges. The complete balance 

· sheet of one Ashburton estate in one yeaJ! ha~ survived intaot 

- that of Coldstream in 1888 - and from this and the fragmented 

evidence dealt with above, a rough picture of the profitability 

of estates can be drawn. The main expenses of Coldstream in 

1887-"1888 were as follows: 

£1139 cheques drawn 

,, 

£1049 wages for,..casual and contract workers 
£ 836 wages for permanent esta,te workers 
£ 519 new stock (sheep, cattle, horses) 
£ 437 taxes 
£ 386 railways 
£ 402 corn and wool expenses 
£ 319 rent 
£ 317 seed 
£ 300 management 
£ 240 stores 
£ 178 improvements and £encing 
£ 628 miscellaneous (inc. voluntary clergy's stipend, 

insurance, cow house rebuilding, implements., grain, 
manures, sheep dip) 

.£6,?5q total expenses 

1 Ibia, 11 October 1890. 
2 These figures are contained in an unidentified newspaper 

clipping in the Financial Journal of' D. Horrow~ ;n nn_s.~.~ss-
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In the same year, receipts earned by the estate were: 

£5422 wool (l~23 bales) 
£2045 sale of surplus stock (sheep, cattle, horses,pigs) 
£1911 frozen meat 
£ 521 skins, tallow, and fat 
£ 291 miscellaneous 
~10~190 total income. 

This gave, after all expenses, a clear income to J& Stud

holme of £3,440, income from grain sales brought this up to 

£4,481,; Coldstream was worth about £60,000, and in this yea:r 

of rather poorer than usual prices, he had earned a return of 
1 over 7% on the value of the estate. The incomplete .financial 

records of C .. F. Todhunter 1 s Westerfield suggest a clea.Z' income 

of about £1,800 in 1892, or almost exactly 10% return on the 

estate's value. 2 It has already been pointed out that A.E. 

Peache earned over £2,000, or 13% return on Mount Somers .. 

From these disconnected pieces o.f inf'ormation, it seems likely 

that Ashburton gentry could count on an annual return of from 

'5% to 10%, even 13% on the value of their estates. The 

smallest estates falling within the classification would earn 

from £750 to £1,500 annually by this reckoning, the average 

estate from £1,700 to ~3,300 annually, and the largest, such 

as Springfield .. and Longbeach, from. £5,000 to £10,000 in the 

case of the former, and from £8,000 to 16,000 in the latter. 

In .ot:her words, the incomes of the Ashburton gentry could be 

roughly equated with those of the squires, barone"l:;s, and 

lesser and middle nobility of England. 

'I Studho:Lme MSS, Paddock Minute Book.. Receipts for 
wheat were no·t itemised in this account. It is significant 
that taxes paid accounted for only about 7% of the station 
expenses .. 

2 Todhunter MSS. 
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2,, Otner :&'inancial Factors .. -~'-
TL.&:.S:'t:: ~ic.L'e other sources of income available to supplement 

that from ·t;he tilling and grazing of the land .. Many of the 

gen-try received rents in the form of mortgage payments from 

small farmers who were indebted to them" In some cases, 

.A.shburton gentry acted as mortgagees for members of their 

families.- In 1896, :for example, G .. A .. Maclean Buckley and hi:.;i 

brother, St.John Naclean Buckley, a North Otago landowner, 

extended a mortgage of·,if;10,000 to their brother, W.F. Maclean 

Buckley, on part of his Dunsandel estate,.. Another £5,200 was 
. 1 

added to this mortgage the next year. The two mortgagees 

charged their brother interest payments on this combined sum. 

In 1892, C.J. Harper acquired a mortgage over his brother, _Sir 

George Harper, and his pairtner, on a small estate on an island 

in the "Courtenay" river .. 2 When J. Studholme I and his brother, 

M .. Studholme, dissolved: their partnership, M. Studholme became 

mortgaged for £400,000 to his brother., The interest payments 

on this, together with the gradual repayment of the capital 

were a large source of income. 

Motives in dealings between members of families were mixed, 

however, and full profit-making presumably was not one of them. 

Extending mortgages to small farmers was another matter, and 

could contribute a suo.stantial return for investments. Gentry 
,, 

who had a toehold in the legal and business worlds were 

particularly energetic in this respect, and F,. de Cartar.et Malet 

was mortgagee for many small farmers, including a Tai Tapu 

farmer for £3,750, anoth~r on the sou.th bank of the \'laimakariri 

for ~800, P. Ryan of Broadfields farm for £200, a Moeraki 

1 Lands & Deeds, 
2 Ibid., 135D18. 

140D893, and 143D312-
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farmer's widow for £250, a Heathcote property for £800, and an 

Ellesmere farm for £1,900. In add~tion, a 100 acre fa.rm near 

Lincoln was mortgaged to Mrs de Cartaret Malet for £'1,500,. 

The interest charged on these mortgages was usually 896 or Bi-%, 
which meant that investment in mortgages was as remunerative 

as farming. 1 other mortgagees w-ere J. Studholme I, William 

strange of Riversdale, J·.o.r-i. Grigg, John Holmes, D. Morrow, 

Ho Mcilraith, and G. McRae of Stronachrubie. 2 This list is by 

no means complete. The station lady, as has already been 

noted, could also find herself the holder o.f mortgages, as 

a.id Mrs J.. Studholme I, who in 1896 had mortgages to the value 

of £30,000 transferred to her by J.B.A. Acland and C.G. Tripp.3 

i11ortgages were extended to local small farmers, and to others 

throughout the province. 

Land speculations were another source of income, although 

a more dif.ficul t one_ to assess, and no·t, of course, a regula:z:-
. , 
income producer. Several Ashburton landowners made ·"profitable 

speculations" in North J..sland. land 04 Others appaar to have 

profitecl when several thousand acres of county land we:re offere,d 

for sale by the Crown in 1890- And when necessary, useful sums 

of money could be made by selling off a block of land from an 

estate, as was done by R.S. s-1:irachey in 1894, when he sold 94 
. . . 

a.cres of Maranan for £750,5 and by W.McN,._Lyttleton, who sold 
. C. 

822 acres of Rokeby one year for £11,0000° Another source of 

:i_ncome for one section of the gentry was from clergy Is stipends .. 

The Rev. Dr. J. Elmslie of Dardendale, for example, was offered 

1 Ibid., 123D646, 125D716, 134D237, 134D766, 136D643, 137D239, 
138D535. 

2 Ibid., 129D446, 140D498, 1371>255, 139D23, 131D610, 124D603, 

3 
129D159, 134D184. 

Nrs JsStudholme 14 Studholme MSS, Letter ·l:io I, 
December "1896.; ·· 

4 Campbell ;Lo»,Jr:d, S,:.u:i·e1y: p,. 29. 
c-
7 LA.nds & Deeds, 137D731. .... - lJ ..-,. 
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a stipend of ;J;J700 annually by hi9 l?"r'A~riyterian parish., and 

Anglican cle:cgy generally received substant'ially more. 1 

Several of' the gentry earned supplementary j_ucomes this Wa::f .. 

Far more important was income earned f'rom involvement with 

the world of business and commerce, centred upon Christchurch. 

One of the features that distinguished the gentry clearly from 

the groups below it was its semi-urban nature. Strong ties 

linked the gentry with the 0 metropolis 11 of Canterbury. · A 

substantial proportion of the gentry had begun their careers 

in business, and all retained extra-landed interests after they 

had acquired estates. Many landowners without previous 

business experience entered the commercial world too 9 particular

ly•in ventUX'es related to the frozen meat industry, and others 

tried to diversi~~ their economic strength by exploiting the 

industrial or mlning potential of their estates~ In some 

cases, it is _difficult to decide whether a man was primarily 
, 

a landowner or a businessman, and the clear-cut distinction 

between farmer and 11middleman"·or "the money interest 11 seen 

at a lower level of · rural society was not apparen·I; among the 

gentcyo 

·Christchurch capitalists had always been ready to invest 

in land .. R.C.J. Stone has found that landed estates in the 

Auckland province, as high-value securities, ."could in effect 

create a fresh store of capital to sustain the activities of 
. ".) 

an entrepreneur.w- Auckland businessmen tried to establish 

country estates in the same way,as Christchurch "merchant 

princes" like Morrow, Ballantyne, and Strange. An intractable 

1 '.Elmslie 1 F:lr1,she , , , p., 24 . 

2 Stone, R .. C.Jo, Makers .2.£ }fortune, Au .. cl-<land., 1973, :p .. 1:34-. 
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·countryside meant that such ventures failed in the north, when 

they could succeed in the south. But in a colony, with 

limited inves:t;ntent outlets, it was natural for a strong cross

fertilisation between urban and rural capital to occur. 

Many examples can be quoted., H.P • .Murray-Aynsley of 

Mount Hutt, for example, had extensive shipping as well as 

landed interests, and was chairman of directors of the Grey 

River Coal Company. J.L. Coster was the virtual founder of 

the New Zealand Shipping Company, was its first manager, and 

was also for a time manager of the Bank of New Zealand, in 

addition to owning an estate near Rakaia. J-. Studholme was 

another landowner with shipping interests, being a director of 

the N.Z. Shipping Coy, and was also an exporter of rubber from 

his Fijian rubber plantation, and invested substantially in 

the mining industry, as uid his son and wi.fe. · In 1891-92, 

J. Studholme II bought 2,600 shares in various Australian mining 
, . 1 

compa.n:i.es$ At periodic intervals one of the Studholme family 

would cross the Tasman to review the mining sit11:ation, and 

tend to their investments. William White was involved in 

shipping in ,another way - he operated steamboats, such as the 

Swamp ~, on· Lake Ellesmere and the adjacent wat;erway.s. In 

addition to this, he was a contractor, timber mill owner, 

merchant, and financier. 

J. Grigg was an example of a landowner who developed some 

small industry on his own estateo A large kiln was built at 

Eiffelton in 1889, a steam-driven mixing machine installed, and 

the production of bricks and tiles from Longbeach clay qegun. 

1 - S"t,udholme MSS, Sha.re Certificates 1891-92 of J"., Studholme II .. 
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The bricks and tiles were used on "the estate for buildings and 

to line drains, and large quantities were.also sold to local 

farmers, and on the open marketo Grigg was always ready to 

expand the economic potential of his estate, and this was the 

motive bellind his employing a perma-rient; hand for some time to 

comb-the sea beach, in the hope of finding gold or other 

precious metals. 1 He also constructed four threshing mills 

on Longbeach·, and their services were available (at a price) 

to the local cockatoos., In the world of big business, Grigg 

was one of the strongest promoters of the frozen meat industry, 

and was a major shareholder and chairman of directors of the 

Canterbury Frozen Meat Company .from 1882-1900. Studholme 

was another director of this company, and diversified his 

in-l;erests by running a boiling-down f" actory at Kaiapoi_. 

J. Ballantyne and his neighbour, D. Morrow, .both retained 

important business interests after they became landowners. 

Ballantyne had sold out his controlling share of Dunstable 

House when the assets were worth £65,000, but remained consider

ably involved in the business from the distant Ashburton ~• 

When Dunstable House- was rebuilt in 1893 as a three-storey 

building nin the Italian Renaissance style with pedimented 

windows at regular intervals, heavy cornice, and ~alustrading . . 
aboveu~ Ballantyne was still ama~or shareholder. In the 

'nineties, Ballantyne advanced large sums to his sons to set 

them up as shareholders in the business, and charged a good 

rate of interest to them. Morrow•s interests were more closely 

linked with agriculture. Seven capitalists founded the 

1 .t."rom a typescript,. V,.mf<;1p 7 A. R;, ,.i-1;~':.Y . d' ArhbuH'on '; 
Ashburto~, 1928$ No page numberso 

2 Sayers, c,.:rr,., ''The Histor:v of Canterbury as Expressed in 
its Buildings'~ M .. A .. Thesis, Can·t;e:rbury University, Ch3Ch., 
193·2., 
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Christchurch :Meat Company, and Morrow, who bought a quarter of 

all the shares, was the largest .. He became manager of the 

Meat Company, and was also involved with the ln-!;ernational 

Harvester Company, together with many other concerns .. Evidence 

of Morrow•s wealth is the fact that he doubled his landholdings 

in Ashburton county immediately after buying his shares in the 

Meat Company. P. Cunningham was another Ashburton landowner 

who invested in the ChPistchurch Meat Company,·an.d was 

managing director from 1891 onwards. This provided him with 

an annual honorarium of £500 - another source of income to 

the gentry. Cunningham was also a director with E.G. Wright 

and others in a Christchurch investment company. 

E.G. Wright had many financial interests. He was 

chairman of the .Blackball Coal Company and Christchurch Gas 

Company, owned a quarry at Hoon Hay, was one of Canterbury• s 

largest railway contractors, and earned £400 a yero: from tolls 
~ 

on the Selwyn River Bridge for ten yea.rs. Jo Cathcart Wason 

o~~ed a boiling-down factory. H.w. Packer was·a director of 

a Christchu:t,'ch hotel company, the Christchurch Tramway Company, 
J 

owned the i"'letropolitan Hotel completely, and a railway siding. 

George Hart was chairman of the directors of the Canterbury 

Meat Export company, and w. Strange owned a large Christchurch 

drapery firm. F. de Oartaret Malet was managing director of 

the Lytteltop. Times from '1891 to 1893, and was also chairman 

of directors of the Bank of New Z~aland and the Christchurch 

Heat Company at various times. M. Friedlander had been 

involved with his family firm, and after having to sell Kolmar 
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and at least all the stock o.n Roxburgh, he was rewarded by 

b(~coming head of' Friedlander and Company. He had also 

established the Kolmar Brick and Pipe works, attempting to 

repeat Grigg's success on Longbeach. Jo Deans owned a brick 

works too, on his Home bush estate in Selwyn co1-L"rlty .. Westcott 

Lyt~leton was a director of the New Zealand Farmers' Co-operative 

Association. 

Another prominent landowner, Sir William Steward, . 

supplemented the income from Barford with various business 

interests a He owned the Ashburton Guardian and Mail in the 

'nineties, amongst other firms, and also dabbled in speculations. 

In 1885, :for example, he had been involved. in what was thought 

a 11shady dealn with the Waimate Gorge District Railway Company, 

in which he had bought and sold some o:f the company;s debentures 

a.t a considerable profit - said ·t;o be some £10,000. The 

Waimate Gorge Railway scandal had been carried _itito Parliament·, 

where Steward, who was a member, had bee:n under very unfavour-

able scrutiny. The House ended a long and controversial 

d.eba·te on the scandal by resolving that Steward "had a.one 

nothing disgrace.ful but that such business transactions we.re 

undesiraB:ile".1 Sir William remained unabashed, and continued 

to speculate wi·l:ih profit. C.P. Cox was perenially involved, 

lest successfully, in a wide range of speculations, from a land 

and estate agency in Ashburton, to dredging on the West Coast, 

and exporting. 

More respectable profits were available elsewhere. A.,E .. 

Peache was able to supplement his income with mining and quarry

ing interests on his Mount Somers estate. 
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He formed a partnership with J,.,B .. A .. Acland, and CoG,. Tripp, 

landownors :.n thG ;."iext county, and they together owned a coal 

mine and ·tramway near Mount Somers village, which was leased. 

In addition, Peache owned the Buxton Lime Kilns, which he had 

opened in '1888, and which "gave a great fillip to local indust-

ry and employed a number of men from the village .. 111 He also 

01.roed a lime-burning kiln, which he leased to E .. G. Wright's 

son. Along with these three large lime kilns ·went all the 

necessary buildings and tramways - the latter linking the kilns 

wi·th the Mount Somers coal mine and railway. P_eache wrote 

with evident satisfaction in the early 'nineties that ttthe 

kilns are leased to good tenants for ten yea::r:s at £200 per 

annum with Royalie~ added when the output exceeds a certain 

amount. •• 2 In 1891 he purchased a coal pit, which enabled him 

to save money on middlemen. At the same time his small guaI'ry 

on the estate was producing good building stone profitability, 

a:o.d employing three men .. 

as his brick works. 

J. Deans owned a coal mine as well 

Whenever new opportunities to invest surplus capital arose 

the gentry were able to do so. They were playing an _important 

part in the development of new industries both in Canterbury 

and in Westland, diversifying producti~~ on their estates if 

possible, and actively promoted new ventures for the 11develop-
~ 

ment 11 of the county. When a list of provisional directors 

of a new railway was drawn up, all were landed gentry: H. and 

J~A. Hcilraith, J,. Cathcart Wason, H.P .. Murray-Aynsley, 

c .. s. Alington, N .. Mackie, Charles Reed, and E. Chapman_. 

1 Gray, Qu./,d /./,'/Is . , p. 81 o 

2 Ibid., p"' 95. 
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When the Rakaia and Ashburton Forks Railway Company was finally 

formed, its directors were George G~uld (then still partner in 

Springfield), E.B,. Coster of Somerton, G.Ha.rt of Winchroore, and 

D.G. Holmes-of Holmselee - all gentry. 

Mortgages were another important factor in the financial 

situa~ion of the gentry. A large number of gen-try were not 

only the mort;gagees of small farmers, but were themselves sub

ject ·bo mortgages to banks, finance companies, &'"1.d English 

capitalists or friends. I.R.C. Cunninghame-Graham, for 

example, mortgaged Winterslow in three successive increments 

from 1873 for £9,000 payable to the New Zealand Trust and Loan 

0ompany, and tow. Harris of the Elms, Rowden Hill, Wiltshire. 

In ✓1888 Cunninghame-Graham had remi_t·ted £514 of this, and thus 

released a meagre 66 acres £rom mortgageQ The remainder of 

his estate remained encumberedo1 In 1890, R. Strachey mort-

gaged 300 acres of his estate to the Union Fire and Narine 

Insurance' Oompany of New Zealand for £12,200, and ·when he made 

the property over to his son, Richard Sholto Strachey, in 1895 

he transfe,i,red the 11 equity of redemption" to him. 2 Many, if. 

not most, large landowners were subject to similar mortgages,· 

an.d mortgage interest paymen-ts were a large item on most station 

budgets~ 
I 

But for the gentry mortgage was not t;he inflexible burden 

it was for the small farmer.· Most cockatoos appear to have 

tak:en on only one mortgage, and then spent a lifetime struggling 

to repay it. The gentry, on the o·t;her hand, generally seam 

to have manipulated mortgages as a means of raising liquid 

1 Lands &_Deeds, 

2 Ibi~ 139D878. 

122D488. 
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c1.~.::;cts fo:r.- re-investment, to attain calculated ends, or ·i;o 

pursue other financial manoeuvrings. The turnover of 

gent;ry mortgages appears to have been high, with a good deal 

of transferences of "equities of redemption 11 • Some gentry 

took out only one mortgage in a yee:x: of financial stringency, 

and then carefully repaid it over a period of years. In 

1889, for example, George Hart completely discharged the· 

mortgage t~ the New- Y~al_~nd Loan and Mercantile Company on 

Winchmore. 1 A few others found themselves unable to keep 

up payments, apparently, and their estates fell into the 

hands of the mortgagees. · Cunninghame-Graham I s ·winterslow, 

and the Moorhouses• Shepherds Bush are examples of this. 

But for the most part, the large landowners seem to have 

manipulated mortgages skilfully, and borne the burden of 

indebtedness lightly. The estates were, after all, large 

, businesses, and businesses on this scale generally operate-

on overdrafts. A speedy rate of mortgage turnover indicates 

a healthy business rather than the reverse. The int;ricate 

Studholme finances are a good example of this3 There .can 

be no doubt that the Studholme family was ma.king a great 

deal of money from its landed in~erests, in spite of the 

steady drain of the North Island propert-ies; and yet their 

mortgage involvement was very heavy. In 1878, for example, 

796 acres of Coldstream were mortgaged to an English 

capitalist (probably a friend of Studholme•s) for fu15,000. 

In "I 888 this particular mortgage was discharged, bu·!; on the 

following day the 796 acres were re-mortgaged for £20,000 

'1 Tbid., 128D25. 
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to the New Zealand Trust and Loan Company.1 J. Studholme I 

then transferred the 11equity of redemption'' over this land 

'to his son, J. Studholme II, for a nominal charge of ten 

shillings~ 2 Later in the 1nineties, J. Studholme I mortgaged 

anothe1."' 220 acres of Coldstream to his son, "John Studholme 
7 

·the Younger of Coldstream ••• Gentleman, 1t for £6,000 .. :) 

There were many other complicated mortgage arrangements. 

In 1891, the £20,000 was repaid to the N.Z. Trust and Loan 

Company, and in the same ·year another £15,000 mortgage at 

6% was repaid to t1Miles and Spiceru. Soon after, J. Stud-

tiolme II took out a mortgage of' £35,000, due for repayment 

in 1898, to the Public Trustee. In 1893, a section near 

Hinds was mortgaged to the Union Bank.4 

Other landowners executed these intricate financial 

steps on varying scales. The example of the Singletree 

estate has already been touched upon. This small estate 

of 2~406 acres neal? the Alford Forest village had been 

mor~gaged to a finance company based in Dunedin. Half of 

the estate was in English grasses, and the other half 

cropped, and its annual income was well over £1,000. The 

terms of mortgage were re-negotiated in 1893. The Dunedin 

'firm arranged to sell the 11 equity of redemption", and ·bhe 

O\mer transferred it to a neighbour, A. Mc:&'arlane, of 

Glenara" 
·'• 

McFarlane provided a more favourable interest 

rate to his neighbour and enabled all obligations to the 

Dunedin firm to be discharged._5 

1 Ibid~ 124D483. 

2 Ibid., 123D897. 
3 :rbid., 143D696. 
4 Studhol)ne MSS, Paddock Minute Book. 
5 gua;r-q.:;.a.9;, 16 December 1893, and 17 January 18949 
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There was at. least one case of this sort of manoeuvring 

leading to disaster. At the beginning of the decade, 

w. de Burton Wilson, 11 GentlemanH, began to found an Ashburton 

·estate. He bought 1,200 acres for . £6,200, and in mid-

oc·l;ober 1890 consolidated ·c;his into the r•laranui estate by 

buying more land worth £13,100. lie mortgaged the latter 

and another 400 acres to the A.M.P. Association for £14,000, 

· and his 7,500 shee,p to the Bank of. Australasia for · £1 , 000. 

Within several months· he had made withdrawals of up·to 

. £2,500 f'rom the bank. Wilson also owed an old debt of 

£1,500 to an Ashburton merchant, and later took out yet 

another lo.an',. us~ng his f'ather, a wealthy Ellesmere landowner 

as a guarantor for £3,200. But in time Wilson owed the 

merchant; £3,000 unsecured, and without means to pay. The 

Bank of Australasia had in the meantime made a de~and for 

repayment, and took possession of the estate. lrlilson 

declared bankruptcy. He managed to extricate something 

from his ruin by suing for restitution of his sheep and wool 

on their value "on the e;round that the deeds were given 

subject to a condition or defeasance not written on the same 

paper II • • • • The Ashburton District Court declared the 

sto~k mortgage and wool lien void, and charged costs against 

the bank.1 

But in general, mortgages do not appear to have been 

invidious to the gentry, and were even useful mea..'1.s o.f 

retaining capital liquidity. Three examples to demonstrate 

the range of transactions can be given from contiguous estates 

1 Ibid., 8 April 1891, 11 January 1891, and 12 March 1891. 
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along the Rakaia rivero The Browne family estate of High-

bank was completely unencumbered wi·l;h mortgages. It was 

purchased by MeI. Browne I for cash, and passed to his son, 

H .. I .. Browne II, in 1891 wlthout any deM;s attacb.ed .. 1 

Further dotm the river was A.F .. Somerville's The Terraces 

estate. In 1886 Somerville had tak:en out a mortgage, and 

soon discharged i ·I:; .. This was followed by a second_mortgage 

in --1a91, a third_ later in the same year, and a fourth a :few 

yea.rs later. All were discharged within five years of being 

taken out. 2 ~he third estate was Corwar, owned by J. Cath

cart Wason.. Like Somerville, Cathcart Wason periodically 

took out mortgages, discharged them, re-adjusted them, and 

sometimes remortgaged the same blocks. All the time, 

however, he appears to have remained master of the situation, 

and hi~ solvency not threatenea.3 

Analysis of mortgage proceedings recorded in the 

!."{ominal Index (see Appendix V) confirms this picture.. Of 

26 cases involving mortgages, the gentry were mortgagees in 

22, and were mortgagors. only in 4.. Of these 4- cases, one 

involves the discharge of a mortgage. While this is by no 

means an exhaustive sample (the Nominal Inde:« is very 

incomplete), it can serve as a random selection. It shows , 
that, far from being crippled with a burden of debt, the 

-· 
landed gentry of the county were much more ofteµ in a position 

to adva..~ce loa...~s for interest on the properties of the small 

cockat;oo farmers .. 

1 Lands & . Deeds_, 

2 Ibid., 105D?1,. 

The gentry were :far more often creditors 

105D93. 

3 Ibi~, 109D16?, 112D287, 112D256. 
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than debtors .. The figure also indic~tes the substantial 

involvement in i'inance and business o.f many of the landed 

gentry .. 

Other facts point to -1:;he conclusion t,hat the gentry were 

more than solvent. The long depression failed to undermine 

gentry prosperity seriously, and by manipulating mortgages 

the gentry could continue to operate p~ofitably .. Although 

prices were declining steadily, 11 the value of output per 

sheep rose considerably during the nineteenth centucy - more 

than enough to offset the decline in wool price. Wool 

production per sheep averaged about ¾a. per year in the late 

'fifties .. In 1881, through the breeding of heavier yielding 

cross-breds, the value had risen to 4/6d. This was subse-

quently supplemented by earnings from the meat export trade."1 

A'lthough prices dropped, the nminimum economic" f'lock of 

sheep cited by Horsf'ield as 3,000 or 4,000 in an earlier 

period shrank considerably. It has already been pointed out 

that a group of well-to-do small farmers existed, with flocks 

of several hundred or one or two thousand- sheep. If these 

men could flourish then the large landowners unquestionably 

did so .. 

The balance sheets of Coldstream show this; between 

1872 and 1890 the income of the estate, af-t;er all expenses, 

never dropped below £3,100. It was at its peak in 1872-73, 

when the total income was £6,600, but even as.late as 1888-89 

a balance of £5,100 was recorded. The balance 1,ias below 



£4,000 only Iour times (1875-76, 1883-84, 1884-85, and 

1886-87), and was usually from ~4-,500 to £5,000 .. 1 It; has 

already been noted that the gentry continued to purchase land 

·t;hroughout -the depression, and usually paid cash. In 1885 

J .. Cathcart Wason bought about 2,000 acre·s 11 in .fee sirnple 11 , 

and the purchases of M.I* Browne and A.F. Somerville in the 

same period were also made for cash. This appears to have 

been common. Lennon's conclusion that in general the large 

landowners were still buying up land, possessed ample cash 

to do it, and that depression only hit the small farmers 

with any rigour, seems confirmed by Ashburton experience .. 2 

Taxation was relatively innocuous, and raw incomes were 

only lightly touched by the.government~ Prior to 1892, 

direct taxation consisted of a property tax of only a penny 

in the pound, along with which were stamp duties. The 

L~beral gov0rnment instituted the Land and Income Assessment; 

Act in 1892 which replaced this with a new system which 

included an ordinary and gradua-t;ed land-tax, the graduated 

ta::{ being designed to penalise estate-owners, beginning as 

it did when the value of a property exceeded £5,000, 

:Mortgages were not deductible in calculating this tax,. In 

addition a new graduated income tax was introduced which, 

. ~pplicable only to incomes over £300 a year, struck only at 

the better-off classes. This 11new regime" aroused growrs of 

protest from the gentcy of Ashburton4 John Helmes wrote an 

11 incomplete 11 list of the taxes borne by land.ovmers for 

publishing in the Guardian, and these included the Property 

1 Studholme MSS, Paddock Minute Books 

2 Lennon,"Lan& [;jlfeme/l_+;•p. 2.13. 
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Tax (at li=,;.,:r!i 1/- per £ o.f income), County and Road Board 

ta:.:ces, equal to the .first, water race taxes, sheep ·t;roces, 

customs duties on dutiable articles consumed by themselves 

and their employees, stamp duties, and probate a.~d other 

testamentary dutieso1 Grigg also complained that, a.fter 

years devoted to creating Longbeach out of an 11 impassable 

swamp 0 (by now a catch-phrase in the county), he was punished 

with a graduated ta."<: .. The next government valuation o.f his 

estate would .force him to pa:y £1,100 a year in taxes, he 

claimed .. 2 

But these taxes were only 11 severe 11 in contrast with 

what had been before. In comparison with twentieth century 

taxation they were moderate indeed, and although they skimmed 

a little of the cream, left; plenty behind .. Basic incomes 

remained substantially the same, even a.fter the imposition 

of the new taxes. The·continued we~lth o.f ·the landed gentry 

does not seem to have been seriously impaired by depression 

and Liberalism. Most seem to have continued ·to enjoy not 

only prosperity but real wealtho In addition to all their 

varied incomes, some could call upon the resources of English 

connections to reinforce them. In 1892, for example, the 

Studholmes had £20,000 settled on them by Paul Studholme, 

squire of Crinkle, in King's County, Ireland, as evidence of 

his 11natural love and af.fection". Soon after, "in consicter-

ation of the natural love and affection 11 of John studholme•s 

sis-tiers, they each settled lesser sums on the Ashburton famil;y 

1 

2 

3 

Guardian, 5 July 1892. 
Ibid., 16 July 189"1. 
Stmdholme NSS PaJJa"k 11;,,\J,-b:, flcak. . . . . ' 
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In ~396 ~ ~rother-in-law of Studholme settled another ~~,000 

th .. ·1 1 on e 1amJ. Y• 

Although information is far i'rom complete, it appears 

that the le.nded gentry earned incomes ranging from £1~000 to 

£·10,000 and more from their various mnterests, could generally 

count on a return of from 5% to 13% on ~he value of their 

landed es-tates, and continued to earn substantial profits 

throughout the depression. At least one wife of an Ashburton 

landowner could afford to write to her mother.-in-law, 2 

"The mail is Just off so I write very hurriedly . 
to thank you very much for sending us that cheque, 
which we were horrified at and very ungratefully 
put in the fire!n 

1 Ibid~ letter from T.C. Moorhouse to Mrs J. Studholme I, 
11 March 1896. 

2 Ibid., letter from Mrs J. Studholme II to :Mrs J.. Studholme I 
"16 February 1900. 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE PUBLIC ROLE OF THE GENTRY 

1., POLITICAL SERVICE 

Since the abolition of the provinces, the Colony of 

New Zealand had seen a proliferation o.f institutions of local 

and colonial government, and by the 'nineties, Ashburton 

county supported a complex hierarchy of "local bodies". 

At the.top was constituiJed the county council, responsible 

for most of the .functions of local government .. 

The county was also divided-into various electorates, or 

parts of electorates, contributing-members to the colonial 

House of Representatives in Wellington. Some of its gentry 

were members o.f_the Legislative Council, the colony's upper 

house. Enclosed by the county was a politically independent 

borough, whose borough council and mayor were nonetheless 

important influences in °county0 qffairs. At a lower level, 

various local jurisdictions existed side by side with the 

county government. 

Road boards were rating authorities, responsible for 

roading, bridges, and other related matters. School committi-

ees dealt with the local administration of the Education Act~. 

Justiceships of the peace handled summary law in the whole 
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area, and two milit;ary dist:rict;s were incorpora,ted within 

the broader .South Canterbury military regiono In addition, 

numerous pressure groups proliferated as the peculiar Hew 

Zealand phenomenon of "democracy by pressure group" began to 

groi, up. Domain boards, hospital boards, temperance 

committees, and o"t;her such groups all possessed quasi-

political significance. New Zealand in the rnineties was 

becoming one of the "most governed" coun-t;ries in the world. 

Throughout the nineteenth century, this political order 

had @?Own in an .§!-.9. hoc fashion .. It was dominated by the 

gent;ry, al though, as will be seen below, the lower _ the 

political level, the less the involvement and influence of 

the gentry. Gen-bey impact was strongest in the colonial and 

provincial level, wea.kest at the level of the subdivided 

county. 

1a. Colonial and Provincial Politics 

AshbU:t'ton county's parliamentary representation up to 

1896 was almost completely in the hands of the landed gentry. 

The Ashburton electorate, created in 1881, was the preserve 

of E.G .. Wright and W.C. Walker in alternate terms up to 1896, 

t1i th one exception, and the Wakanui electorate, which 

existed from 1881 to 1887, was represented first; by J. Cath

e art ·wason, and later briefly by J.. Grigg.. Coleridge 

electorate, in existence from 1866 to 1887, was represented 

in turn.by Sir John Cracroft Wilson, J. Karslake Karslake, 
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the Rev~ \'J.,J.,G .. Bluett, J .. uathcart Wason, G .. Hart, E~G .. 

Wright, and D. McMillan .. All but the last were landowners 

and members of the gentry groupo Of the eleven men who 

represented various parts of the coun·ty before 1896, only 

three were not members of this landed 11 oligarchy11 • They 

were J. Ivess, an Ashburton newspaper editor who represanted 

Wakanui for two two-year terms, D. McMillan, a rich .farmer, 

afid Jo McLachlan, the bate noire of the gentry, who managed 

to gain the Ashburton electorate on the votes of small 

farmers in 18930 In other words, nine of the county's 

M.H .. R .. s were gentry, one (Ivess) was probably a 11notableu, 

and McLachlan 1 s 0 ga:!ge crashing" term ca.me only at the very 

en.d of the period. 

During the existence of the provincial system, 
. . 

Ashburton I s representation at Christchurch had also been . 

a. gentry prerogative. Ashburton's councillors had been 

Sir John Cracraft Wilson, W.C. Walker, w.s. Peter, and 

J. Studholme· I. Other Ashburton gentry had been M .. P.C.s 
-- --· -

for electorates elsewhere. George Hart, for example, had 

been a member of the Wellington Provincial Council from 

1853 to 1861, was Speaker for two years, and. in 1867 was 

called to Moorhouse's executive in Canterbury. C.J. Harper 

had been Member .for Sefton for three years at the very end 

of ·t;he provincial period. 

This meant that a sizeable portion of t;he gentry group 

resident in Ashburton in the- 'nineties had had political 



experience, and had participated in government at the 

highest levels in the colony. They were mostly ''gentlemen 

politicians 11 of the "old school", fond of turning Latin 

·.phrases, averse to public campaigning for votes (even after 

the jolt caused by Grey's s·l:;umping in the "seventies), and 

originated from the British ruling classes, with their 

ideology of service and duty to govern. These attitudes 

had been reinforced in the county by the comparatively 

splendid isolation of the gentry, who until the later 

'eighties, formed the only substantial group possessing 

both the leisure and education, and the financial means, 

to "dabble" in gpvernment. At least ten of the forty-five 

or so large landowners of the 'nineties had been M.H.R.s 

at some time in the past few decades. Some had represented 

or still represented, electorates outside Ashburton county~ 

J. Holmes represented a Christchurch electorate for two 

terms in the 1880s, H.P. M.urray-.Aynsley was Lyttelton 

M.H .. R. from 1875 to 1879, and William White II was another 

Christchurch M.H.R,. in the 1880s. J.L. Coster represented 

another urban seat, Heathcote, from 1884 to 1886. For 

these men, politics remained of secondary interest. For 

Sir William Steward, however, they were a guiding passion. 

This gimcrack Don Quixote of politics represented the South 

Canterbury electorates of Waitaki and Waimate :for a total of 
; 

thirty-four years. Steward was a Liberal poseur and he 
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flourished politi0.a11y in the .'nineties, eventually 

becoming Speaker, and finally being Hkicked upstairs 11 to 

the Legislative Council. 

Other Ashburton landowners were energetic politicians .. 

J .. Cathcart Wason's politics were those of a paternalistic 

Tory, and he was elected to the colonial parliament for 

three terms on this platform: for Coleridge in the late 

•seventies, for Wakanui from 1881 to 1882, and for Selwyn 

at the end of the 'nineties. Walker of Valetta also 

had a distinguished political career, beginning as an 

M.PoCo in the Provincial period, and later becoming an 

M.H.R .. in Wellington.. He advanced under the J:iiberal govern

-ment to the rank of Minister of Education, and finally'.:. 

ended as Speaker to,. and a Member of· the Legislative Council .. 

E .. G. Wright never attained such honours, as he refused to 

adjust to Liberalism. But he served three terms in 

Parliament as M.H.R. for Ashburton, and one more for Coler

idge, and during that period became identified as the voice 

of conservative Ashburton. He had been offered a cabinet 

post by Whitaker in 1882, but refused it. 

Other gentry served in a more abortive fashion. 

J. Grigg had a term in Parliament, but found it a frustrat

ing, compromising business, and retired to the se:iusion 

of his country estate. G. Hart was M.H.R. for Coleridge 

for one term, but seems also to have disliked political 

life, and abandoned it. Others were attracted by 

political service, but failed to ,gain §ufficient support. 



I.R.C .. Cunninghame-Graham is perhaps the most marginal 

example, as he stood as a candidate for Rangitata in 

1893, and failed to win more than a handful of votes .. rlis 

programme was radical., left-wing, and unacceptable in 

rural New Zealand. Ashburton landm•mers were also sub-

stantiially represented in the Legislative Council, where 

no fewer than three of the gentry could defend the position 

of their class and county. They were an· incongruous 

collection, however, including the sedate, reactionary 

w.s. Peter, the elegantly vague W.C. Walker, and.the 

romantic, bombastic Steward. 

The gentry not only offered many of its members as 

candidates for political service, it also rallied vigorously 

behind those who advanced appropriately conse:rvativevlews, 

and pushed their interests at election· times. Politicking 

was one of the best-loved sports in county society, and 

the active support of "friends11 from the gentry seems to 

have been regarded as of vit;al importance to election 

success·. After the 1893 election, E.G. Wright regarded 

11the apathy of over-confident friendsn as the chief cause 

of his failure that year. 1 It was usual for neighbours 

and friends amongst the gentry to conduct the local campaign 

to persuade or pressure the workers on their estates to 

vote the "right ii we:y, and to organise politic al meetings . 

amongst the local cockatoo farmers, where the candidate 

would sit at the head, flanked by the local gentry. 

1 Ro~leston :Paoers, 1893, , p December 1893. 
E.G. -'1'1right to \'l. Rolleston, . 
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vH.1.en Sir John Hall contested part of' Ashburton county 

in 1890, for example, almost all the large landowners in that 

2rea vigorously supported him. W.L. Allan of Acton seems 

to have felt a squire-ish obligation towards the township 

and locality of Dorie., and on the eve of the election wrote 

to Hall that a successful meeting had been held there under 

his patronage to canvass for support, and that1 

ur think we shall have for our man 90 to '100 
votes - this is Dorie, Kyle, and part of Pendarves." 

Allan ended his letter by declaring exuberantly that 

11Dorie is for Sir John•••"• T.E. Upton wrote_ from 

Sherwood homestead to sa:y that "at Lauriston we all pulled 
- 2 
-together. 11 He appears to have collaborated with D. 

Cameron and probably P. Drummond in championing Hall's 

cause in the Lauriston village and distric~, and Cameron 

also wrote to Hall to discuss the election, inform him of 

his own efforts in the district, and ending with the friendly 

words, 11Hoping we shall ca:1;ry the day and _with best wishes. u3 

On 15 December in the same year, when H_e:11 was making his 

post-election tour of the county, another of these .letters 

with .lfSpringfield 11 embossed in a rich scarlet ai3 the head 

congratulated Hall and informed him that Cameron and his 

family 11 shall be very pleased to see you here and hope you 

w:Lll arrange to stay overnight. at Bpringfield. 114 

The Murray-Aynsleys delighted in this sort of hospitable, 

friendly, family-like politicking too. Many letters 

travelled from Mount Hutt to The Terrace, Hall's estate 

1 Hall Papers,1890, . W.L. Allan 
to Sir ;John Hall, 2.<1 Noiernbel" (t'!O. 

2 ib:rl.) T.E .. Upton to Sir J., Hall,'?D::?ce.1,/;e1'!.ffO. 
3 lbicl-, D,. Cameron to Sir J ,. Hall,/:? Naw_,nber /ff'/.!, 
4- /l,;,L, D., Cameron to Sir J~ Hall,IS1J,,.,,,1l,,,~lt??ti, 
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noc.r Hororata in the next county .. In one, for example, 

Athole Murray-Aynsley vigorously abused McLachlan, the 

11 poor man I s candidatet1, and pressed Hall to stay a·l; Mount 

H.utt while campaigning in Methven. 1 Politics were important 

to the gentry, and most seem to have been eager to talce an 

active role, including the ladies. They were also an 

expensive activity.• The responsibility for hiring rooms} 

providing suppers, banquets, flags and bunting, and even 

transporting some of the poor and infirm to polling places 

often station homesteads - seems to have fallen largely on 

the landowners,. On at least one occasion, electoral 

expenses for E.G. Wright;' s campaign. came to £700, paid 

entirely out of his own pocket. 2 The gentry were diligent 

at organising their local farming communities into 

supporting bodies for the c.onservative candidat;es. In 

1891, a supporters 1 dinner was held in the Wa·terton Hotel 

·f'.or E.G. Wright, where 11representative farrp.ers of the 

district" 1.-iere presided over by the iocal gentry. J.C.N. 

Grigg was chairman of the dinner, and "read a letter from 

his father, J'ohn Grigg, Esq .. , in .which he expressed his 

hearty sympathy ••• 11 • The 11usual loyal and patriotic toasts" 

were drunk, and a good deal of speech-making was inter

spersed with heavy drinking. 3 

But these tactics did not always work. McLachlan 

horrified the gentry by gaining the Ashburton seat in 1893, 

in spite of all their organisation and efforts. In 1890 

1 Ibid., · · · · A thole Hurray-Aynsley to Bir 
John Hall, 2J llovemb& lffrl. 

2 2;shburton Mail, 14 August 1902 .. 
3 Guardian, 2 January 1891. 



W.L. Allan could write to Sir John H-::i.11 and grumble that 
11 Th.ings did not go at Rakaia as we expected -
a lot o:f Orangemen who professed to be working 
for you 't,vere all the t;ime working for the oppo
sition .. We have proof of this because about 30 
·of the last men that voted professed to be for 
you and the first 30 voting papers that were 
taken out of the Bo:x: were all for r-1cLachlan,. 11 

There were often also two or more gentry members 

contesting a single seat, especially before the Liberal 

ascendency of the 'nineties, and this led to situations 

--1 

where support could be split. When this happened, gentry 

solidarity could degenerate to acrimony and.personal 

vendettas .. A public dispute in the newspaper columns of 

the county occurred in 1892, beginning with a controversy 

over leasehold "thirds 11 ~ and ending with a barrage of 
~- 2 

v.d.rulent: letters. E .. G~ Wright• s short temper began this 

row by pointing out that 

11 It is a notorious fact that iYir Happer (CoJ .. 
Harper of Hackthorne) and his friends did their 
utmost to keep me out of Parliament at the last 
election, alleging (very justly) that l should 
put a stop to their nefarious designs upon these 
1th ... i.rds' which they were seeking to appropriate 
in li·eu of payment out of their own pockets for 
ordinary rates .. 

For barefaced audacity in the way of misrepre
sent.!:J,tion, Mr C. J" Harper -has few equals~,..." 

A ·tart reply from· F. Pet.er of Anarna came to the defence· 

of his friend, Harper, and called Wright 11 silly11 and 

"letting his temper get the mastery." Wright replied by 

saying that it 11is somewhat amusing to find the youthful 

Mr Peter put forward to the rescue of the astute Mr Harper." 

Peter replied to this patronising with more sarcasm.3 

1 HaJ l Papers, 1890, . · · . 
to Sir S. - Hall, & .DecemlxN /<t<?O. 

W .. L. Allan 

2 The 11 thirds" were crown lands, leased by large landowners. 
Wright believed that Harper and his friends were attempt
ing to acquire the freehold of these lands by practices 
of dubious legality. 

3 This controversy took place i.fl tne Gua::cdian fI•om .... 18 Oct. 



At the same time,· a running verbal battle was being 

fought in the same newspaper between J~ Holmes and I.R.C., · 

Cunninghame-Graham over political matters, but this was 

rather more polite, and confined itself to theoryo This 

sort of rivalry was largely a vestige from earlier days. 

In the 1 nineti.es. it was usual for the gentry to. rally behind 

a single man from their ranks, and put him forward as ·a 

conservative opponent to the Liberal government. 

Once the favoured candidate was returned, the friends, 

family and "interest" amongst the gentry that had backed 

him began to ask for .f~vours. The gentry pe-titioned their 

friends in parliament for varying reasons, selfish and 

# unselfish. Naturally, the members were not always to 

fulfil their promises on the husting. William Steward's 

words were liberal and reformist, but he was a capitalist 

and snob beneath them. In a letter to the premier 

(Ballance) in 1891, he outlined his reasons for begging 

the grant of a knighthood, and they represent an ingenious 

defence of snobisin. Firstly, Steward argued, a knighthood 

would 11 increase. my prestige in the· House and strengthen my 

chance of election for a second term11 as Speaker, secondly 

"it has always been my ambition to win honours for my wife's 

sake - as she is the only one of her family who m~ried a 

poor man" (Steward managed to more than remedy this defect 

in time), and "in the third place every Spea_1rer before me 

has been knighted and I do not see why the record should 



be broken 11 ~ He sign!3d himself "very sincerely", and 

mentioned that 11 no doubt ••• l lay myself open to charges 

of indelicacy .. 01 

Most used their own or their friends' political 

influence a little more deftly, to serve a wide ra..nge of 

in-terests. In 1893, J. Studholme wrote to "r{y dear 

Rolleston" asking him to help Studholme 1 s attempts to 

have his titles to native land in the North Island validated 

and the letter ended on the following confidential note: 2 

Hall. 

"Relying on you doing all you can to get· my 
gr~aV,ous wrong put right, 

believe me, 
Yours l::>incerely, 

John Studholme. 11 

In~1890, J.A. Mcilraith asked a favour of Sir John 

He began his letter by mentioning that he had to3 

11 thank you for copy of your speech ·which I have 
read carefully and I quite agree with the greater 
:part of it. 

I am now going to ask a great favour of you ••• 11• 

Mcllraith had to pay £50 a year for a siding right in 

Christchurch railway station, 11 which I look upon as a great 

imposi·tion", as -he was paying more, :per tonnage, than a 

neighbour. He asked Hall to.use his influence to arrange 

that rates be paid by tonnage, not at an absolute flat 

rate. On e.nother occasi~:m, Peter Drummond of .Lyndhurst 

estate near Urral wrote to Hall and said~ 

11 1 am very much obliged to you for the trouble 
you have taken o:i my behalf, re site for grain 
store at Urral, and I wish to thank you for·the 
same .. " 

1 Ballance Papers, 
2 Nll'lem&.t- /~71. 

vJ.J. Steward to J. Ballance, 

,2 I-lolleston Papers, 1893, 
sr;u:tlholme to vr. 'Rolleston, 2 Apr-ii /:J</3. 

J. 

3 Hall Papers, 1 _189Q, J.A~ McIJ.raith 
to .oir J., Hall, 6 Ai/.3u.d /'l?O ... 

,1_~ Ibid., 1891, 
i 6 Sa.1-.,hm,bt!tv ltrt. 
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On other occasions, motives were less The 

example has already been quoted of a group of gentry asking 

for rent relief and improved water supply for the poor 

village settlers a-t; South Rakaia, and it also seems to have 

been common for large landowners to ac-1:; as patrons for the 

sons 0£ local farmers or labourers, and help them gain 

better jobs fu""ld promotion in the public service.. At other 

times 1 the gentry were able to use their political 

authority £or a mixture of ends - public service, national 

0 good", and self-interest. This urbane confusion of 

motives was best seen in the Canterbury Land Board; which 

was comprised of men of property, and included two Ashburton 

iando1i-mers, W .. C. Walker and G. Hart. 

that, although the Land Board generally favoured the inter-; 

est of large landowners, this was by no means inev-itable 1 

and blatant malpractice was eschewed.1 Ties of :friendship, 

inter-marriage, education, and interest bound the members 

of the gentry closely together, and it was nat~ral that 

these same forces should influence their political lives. 

The public service of the gentry formed a primary link 

between locality and government, and could at least some

times enable the grievances of the poorer people of a 

district to be speedily redressed. They fulfilled the 

need for a respected and expert 11 local advocate'' in Welling

ton .. 

"L 1,, ,, 1 • Lennon, ond remf'./rJed, p· 23. 
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Local Government. 

The highest level of local government was the county 

council, and this was a traditional scene of gentry part

icipation in politics. From the yea:r of its creation until 

✓1908, the Ashburton County Council was chaired only by 

landed gentlemen (name'.lly w.o. Walker, E.G. Wright, and 

C.J. Harper), with the exception of the brief two~year term 

of an Ashburton merchant notable, Hugo Friedlan.der, brother 

of the lando;,.mer.. Rank-and-file membership was more mixed, 

and of the twenty-four men who had been members of the 

council, only fourteen were gentry, the remainder being 

the auctioneers, merchants, and rich farmers, designated 

,,notablesn in this accoun·b. As this latter group grew 

larger and more influential through the 'nineties and early 

in the twentieth century, the disproportionate gentry 

influence tended to decline, but nevertheless the gentry 

continued to lead the council by virtue of their long 

experience in political and community affairs, and the 

tradition of popular·leadership they had built u_p in rural 

societ;y. The position of chairman of the county council 

was a very demanding one, as it embraced most of the 

functions of a chief executive,.as well as a chairman. 

This meant that only the large landowners had sufficient 

means o.nd leisure to fill the post. No 11 notable 11 could 

equal the car~ers of E.G .. Wright, who had been a council 

member since 1883, chairman for one term, and was a.lso 

involved in colonial politics, or W.C. Walker, member and 
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chairman in turns from 1877 to 1893 an.d also a politician 

at a higher level,. E .. B. Coster was a member of the council 

for a total of fourteen years, and 0.J,. Harper was member 

and. chairman from 1884 to "1917, with one break. A large 

number of the gentry were involved in the county council 

for, shorter periods, and once elected tended to serve for 

two or more terms, unlike the "notables". 

For purposes of rating and local public works, the 

county was subdivided into Road Boards, numbering nine by 

1894, and ranging in size from the tiny Anama board which 

covered the Gawler Downs to the enormous chunk of high 

country and foothills that comprised the Mount Somers board 

, area. The degree.of gentry dominance differed according to 

the social structure of the area~ Wakanui, for example, 

was an area of many small farms, wit~ only the occasional 

smaller estate, such as Friedlander's Dundas, and its 

politics had always been in the hands o:f rich farmers and 

interested merchants f'rom nearby Ashburton town. Anama, 

on the other hand, consisted of a handful ·of large estates, 

with a sprinkling of dependent small farms along the• river 

banks, and consequently was a preserve of the gentry -

C.J. Harper, w.s. Peter, w.c. Walker, E.G. Wright, and 

D. Morrow .. This latter case was most typical until the 

very late 'nineties, and even areas which included numerous 

an~ prosperous snall farmers often retained a gentry 

leadership at this level. The Bouth Rakaia Road Board of 

,..!874-9, years in which cockatoos were thriving in the area, 
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consisted . of' J .. Cathcar·l:i Wason as chairman, and :E.,S. Cost-er 

CeN» Mackie, W.H,. Alington, and DoG. Holmes - all gentry -

as members., 

Almost all the gentry served at least one term on a 

roacl board, and many served on several. To some extent, 

gentry interest in the•road boards. was a result of their 

wish to keep reading costs down. More roads tended to 

benefit small farmers rather than the large landowners. 

A,, McFarlane served no less than twenty-five years on the 

Mount Somers and Nount Hutt boards, D~ Cameron was long

serving member of the same boards, and chairman of the 

latter for a term, and C.J .. Harper was a member of the 

Rakaia, Rangitata, Anama, and Upper Ashburton boards, ·and 

chairman of the last-named. w .. c .. Walker ·was a member or 

chairman of the Mount Somers board for twenty-five years, 

E .. Chapman was ·a member of the 1f.shburton, and a chairman 

of the Mount Hutt boards, and E.S. Coster was member or 

chairman of the South Rakaia and Mount Hutt boards for 

t'..,rnnty-one years. Some· of the gentry served on bo.ards 

outside Ashburton county, representing their landed inter

ests elsewhere; J.A. Mcilraith, for example, spent terms 

as chairman of three road boards in the next county - the 

Malvern, the South Malvern, and the East· Malvern boards. 

At the same time, his brother represented their Ashburton 

interests b;r serving i'or twelve years on the South Rakaia 

reoad Board .. 
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Tg.e other .fragmented local jurisdict;ions were 

generally ignored by the landed gentry .. School committees 

were almost entirely overlooked .. Although the gentry were 

active patrons of education at a higher level they h_ad 

little interest in local schoolso It was the better sort 

of farmer who generally led the school committees., and two 

examples can serve. In 1890, the Tinwald School Committee 

consisted of "Messrs Doherty, Smith, Redmayne, Gudsell, 

and Sam Corrigan" - all cockatoo farmers. 1 In the same 

year, the Wakanui committee included nMessrs Stewart, 

G.Cole, D. Leddy, G. Tait, J. Brown, and C .. Hill," none of 

whom was a large iandowner. 2 A slight exception was found 

in Mount Somers, where gentry such as w.s. Peter and C.P. 

Cox occasionally sat on the local schoo~ committee, bu~ 

this was unusual. Other boards and committees were 

generally the same.· One exception was the Tinwald Domain 

Board, which in 1892 included four members, of whom three 

·were gentry (J. Grigg, W.C .. Walker, and E.G. Wright), and 

one was a rich .farmer (H. Gates). 3 

Pressure groups, which were coming to form an important 

part of New Zealand's political system, often saw the gentry 

playing e..n active and leading role, depending on the cause. 

J. Holmes was an ardent organiser, and tried to .form a 

pressure group to combine "all farmers and landowners, 

great and small 11 in 11 an alliance" of' interests.4-

1 Guardian., 7 July 1890. 
2 Ibid., 8 July 1890. 

3 Ibid., 9 January 1892. 
4 Ibid., 14 June 1892. 
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This was on the model of the Farmers' Union, formed in 

October, ,.1890 among the rural interest _in Otago and South-

land .. But when the temp~rance movement began to organise 

itself in Ashburton, a distinctly unsympathetic gentry 

took no part in its leadershipa None of the speakers or 

leaders of a large tempere,.nce demonstration that took place 
1 in the borough in 1891 was a large landowner .. But when 

the cause was "right", the gentry could assume immediate 

le2,dership, and employ their i·ride connections and influence 

·t;o exert pressure in high places in a way impossible .for 

others .. In 1893, for example, a public meeting was held 

in the road board office in Methven 11to consider the steps 

t0 be taken ·bo secure an alteration in the evening train ,, 

to Christchurch11 • · · · It was a prosaic matter, but of some 

importance· to the local community. "Hr D .. Cameron, 

Springfieldii was automatically elected to the chair 1 and 

informed the meeting that he would write personally to 

Sir John Hall end E.G. Wright, who would push the matter 

·wi·th the raih1ay commissioners. This was typical gentry-led 

pressure poli·t;icking, and in this case was a matter of vital 

concern to the small farmers of the area .. 2 The gentry, 

~lthough more the..n ready to combine with their friends in 

pushing the interests of their own class, were also 

prepared to use their authority and influence to aid other 

groups in the rural community. Whenever "connections" 

11ith Chris-bchurch or Wellington were of primary importance, 

the gentry ,1ere called upon to e.ct as intermediaries 

1 Ibid., 14 .;,pril 1891. 

2 Ibid., 23 January 1893. 
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bet·ween capital and county .. 

II COMr'lUNITY SERVICE --
'l .. Church, 'Military and Law._ 

I-t is generally held that social ethics ai1.d institut-

ions, rather than personal 11salvation" were the more 

important aspects of religion in the nineteenth century. 

"Religion", as witnessed in the "fanaticism0 or 11 immoderatiori1 

of dissent, converting zeal, and the much-frowned-upon 

enthusiasm of Cunninghame-Graham, was regarded as t1improper 11 

by most of -the gentry. But a seemly interest in the 

affairs of 11 the Church0 (be it Anglican or Presbyterian) 

as part of the larger good government and harmonious 

regulation of society, was widespread and universally 

acclaimed .. This meant that while the gentry were seldom 

"good Christians",. ·they were almost ·to a man "good Church-

men", and their ladies followed suit. They might attend 

church only irregularly, but they endowed it generously, 

baptised, married, and were buried according to its rites. 
. -

They ·willingly helped to :pay stipends to vicars or ministers, 

usually accepted them as social eq~als, and gave frequent 

monetary gifts to embellish the little wooden "Colonial 

Gothic" churches of the county. 

The Anglican :preponderance amongst the gentry is very 

marked (figure 1)o Of forty-five large lando\mers whose 

religious affiliation is knovm, no fewer than thirty-six 

or 80%, were active supporters of the Church of England .. 
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Three were .Anglican clergy, and others came from clerical 

families. The Presbyterian church accounted for another 

eight landowners, and Roman Catholicism was the religion 

of one - HoH. Loughnan. These three were the "establish-

ment" denominations. of the British world .. Loughnan•s 

Catholicism was of the old English gentry, not the new 

Irish labourer 1 s variety, and the county's Presbyterians 

generally adhered to the established church of their native 

Scotland. Amongst the gentry there was not a single 

dissenter - Methodist, Wesleyan, Baptist, or the like .. 

In terms of religious affiliation, the countY establishment 

was, then, very "Establishment". It is possible that the 
,, 

pressure to conform to this religious respectability had in 

fact converted a few former dissenters to Anglicenism~ 

The Griggs of Longbeach, for example, seem to have been 

Methodists in England and Auckland, but once they gained 

the,ir new status in can-1:;erbury, became staunch Anglicans. 

M. Friedlander, a Frenchman from Alsace, can hardly have 

· been Anglican when he arrived in the country, but certainly 

he and his wife were generous supporters of the.t church; 

perhaps Friedlander had originally been Lutheran or some 

other variety of Protestant, and found the Anglican church 

the nearest equivalento 

There were four parishes of the Anglican church in 

the county at the beginning of the decade, located at 

Windermere, Chertsey, Tinwald, and in the borough. 
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fj~;1r13 l,: Showing the known religious affiliation of: landowners 
,, listed in Fig1.u:e l, Chapter re.. 

1 
i 
ii 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

iii 
7 
8 
iv 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
·a 

V 
vi 
vii 

17 
18 
19 
20 
viii 

21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35. 
36 

Rev4Albert Edward Alington, 
John Ballantyne, 
Duncan Cameron, 
Edward Chapman" 
Edward Stafford Coster, 
John Lewis Coster, 
Charles Percy Cox, 
Ivan Rankin. Colineus 
Cunninghame-G.raham, 
John Deans 
Edward Dobson, 
William Chisnall, 
Rev. John Elmsl ie,. 
Max Friedlander, 
John Grigg, 
George William Hart, 
Cyril Goodricke Rawdon, • 
Joseph Co:rnish Helmore, 
David Gordon Holmes, 
John Alexander Holmes, 
-Charles John Harper, . 
Henry Hamilton Loughnan, 
Alexander Duncan Mcllrai th, . 
James Archibald Mcllraith, · 
Andrew McFarlane, · 
Frederic de Cartaret Malet, 
Col~ George Alexander MacJ.ean Buckley, 
Rev.Charles Richard Mackie, 
Capt.Hugh Percy Mu:rray~Aynsley, 
David Mo:rxow, 
Benjamin Michael Moorhouse, 
Capt.Y/estcott McNab Lyttlatoni1 
A.1fred Edward Peache, 
William Spence Peter, 
Arthur Fownes Somerville, 
Alexander Strachey, 
Richard Strachey, 
Col.John Studholme, 
William Strange, 
Sir William Jewkes Steward, 
Unarles Franklyn Todhunter, 
Thomas Everard Upton, 
William Campbell Walker, 
John Cathcart Wason, 
Ven.Archdeacon James Wilson, 
Edward George Wright, 

.Anglican 
Presbyterian 
Presbyterian 
.Angl i C a.'l'J. 
Anglican 
.Anglican 
Anglican 

Anglican 
Pres byte·rian 
Anglican 
Anglican 
Presbyterian 
.Anglican 
.Anglican 
Anglican 
Anglican. 
Anglican 
Anglican 

. Anglican 
Anglican 
Roman Catholic 
Presbyterian 
Presbyterian 
Presbyterian 
Anglican 
Anglican 
Anglican 
Anglican 
Presbyterian 
Anglican 
Anglican 
Anglican 
An.glican 
Anglican 
Anglican 
Angl i cai.'1 
Anglican. 
Anglican 
Anglican 
Anglican 
Anglican 
.Anglican 
Allglican 
.Anglican. 
Anglican 

36 Anglican, 8 Presbyterian, 1 Roman Catholic~ 
• 
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Churches else\·1here ,-,ere built in the 'uine llies, usually a.t 

the instiga:bion of the gentry" Most of the gentry a.lso 

supported one of the Christchurch parishes, where they had 

their town houses, and many were keen churchmen, who became 

actively involved in church government. ]1. de Cartaret 

Maletts town parish was St. Peter's, Riccarton, where he 

was vicar's churchwarden, and in addition he supported the 

Ashburton church, was an executor of the Church Property 

Trustees, and a member of the Synod of the C4ristchu.rch 

Diocese and of the Steering Committee. Sir William Steward 

was a staunch supporter of .Anglicanism, and acted as 

vestryman e.t St. Stephen's, Ashburton. E. Chapman was 

instrumental in establishing the Anglican church at Methven, 

J .. L. Coster -\•ms a vestryman in the fashionable Opawa parish 

of Christchurch, and H.P. Murray-Aynsley and H .. ·w .. Packer 

were members of the Diocesan Synod, along with de Cartaret 

Malet .. 

The Presbyterian church was less worldly, but just as 

"respectablen., One of the gentry was also a Presbyterian 

cleric (Elmslie) 9 and in the 'nineties there were more 

Presbyterian manses in the county_than Anglican vicarages -

a reflection of the greater number of Scots and Presbyterians 

amongst the farmers than amongst the gentry. These manses 

were located in the borough, at Rakaia, Methven, Flemington, 

Spririgburn, Mayfield, Hinds, and Wakanuio The Presbyterian 

·gentry were·as. energetic in church affairs as their Anglican 



neighbours; possibly more so. D. Cameron had presided 

over the foundation of the first Presbyterian church in the 

county, D,. Morrow was a Presbyterian elder,· and a leader of 

Knox Church, in Christchurch, and the little church at 

Mayfield, and J.. Ballantyne was a devout churchman, ·who 

organised his own church on his Thirlstane esate, and was 

unusually tolerant of all denominat;ions. 

Apart from participation in, or leadership of, church 

admi:q.istration, the most time-consuming aspect of the 

gentry 1 s involvement in social religion ·was in the Sunday 

schools. These were operated by both "establishmentn 

churches, and were devoted to the teaching of the catechism 

to children of local farmers and labourers. Sunday schools 

were often the favourite charity of station ladies, who not 

only gave 0 treats 11 to ·the children, but also. taught them-

selves in some cases. Mrs Elmslie was a tireless teacher 

of Sunday schools, but as a cleric's wife, this 1;ms expected 

of her. More typical of the non-clerical gentry ·were the 

effactB of the Grigg ladies on Longbeach. Mrs J~CoN. Grigg 

and one of the Misses Grigg took Sunday school every week 

·when ·t;he family was 11 in residence" at; the esate, and in 

addition, M:rs Grigg acted as organist in tge church 

services, and she and her daughters decorated the church 

each year for harvest thanksgiving. Every year, a Sunday 

school picnic was given in the grounds of the "Big House", 

organised games and races would be started by J. Grigg, 

the house servants would serve a tea on the lawn, and a 
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11 lo1ly scramble" would take place, with J~Coi:fe Grigg 

scattering sweets for the children. Tp.e same sort of thing 

occurred elsewhere in the county, but personal involvement 

of men was less common. In 1891, for example, the local 

gentry were generous with money for the Mount; Somers 

"Sabbath School 11 prize giving. E.Herring, Mrs W.C. Walker, 

and w.s. Peter made cash or book donations for prizes, but 

did not bot½er to attend the prize-giving in person.1 

Generosity on a larger scale occurred frequently when 

the gentry financed the construction 0£, or addition to, 

Church buildings. The church was an integral and vital 

pa.rt oi~ social order, and the gentry were prepared to accord 

it gener9us support. E.G .. Wright regularly made large 

donations to the church, and it was "through the liberality 

of Mr E .. G. Wright (that) a pretty little church and parsonage 

were buil·i; a-1; Windermere .. 02 Wright seems to have planned 

an English manorial establishment at Windermere, as the ten 

acres he gave :for the church glebe and vicarage were nestled

in a. corner of the grounds of his country house, enclosed 

on either side by avenues approaching the homestead. 

·wright; ·was buried, along with other members of the family, 

tn the churchyard, and the parson was regularly entertained 

at the homestead. A small village grew up around this 

nucleus, but £ailed to outlast the coming of the motor-car. 

The same spirit moyed other men. A church similar to 

the one at Windermere was established at Sherwood, and 

another small village grew up around it, near the grounds 

1 Ibid~ 27 JµI1uary 1891. 
2 Press, 2·November 1882. 
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of T.E. Upton's house. The \'.Jasons, Hackies and Alingtons 

collaborated in building a subst.antial church and vicarage 

at Barrhill, between their th~ee estates, and the Griggs 

built a church in the grounds of Longbeach, where J,. Grigg 

acted as vicar 1 s warden~ A .. E. Peache combined with other 

local gentry to found, build and finance a new church and 

vicarage at Mount Somers. G.A .. Maclean Buckley erected an 

Ju1glican church on his estate at the end of the decade, to 

serve the local community. The church established on 

Thirlstane by J'. Ballantyne has already been mentioned 

(p .. 234). Christchurch Cathedral benefitted from the 

generosity of Ashburton landowners. R.H. Rhodes of Low-

cliffe · and Cha·!;moss and his brothers gave the 200 feet high 

tower and spire, and paid for eight o.f the ten peal of bells, 

and .Archdeacon J., Wilson of Valetta erected the northern 

porch. 

A second 11pillar of society" supported strongly by the 

gentry was the military. Most shared a great love of 

military colour and 1'dash11 , and showed it by their support 

for the volunteers groups of the province. The tvro men 

most active in this field were G.A. Maclean Buckley and 

J. Studholme II, both of whom rose to the r~k of colonel 

in the First World War. Maclean Buckley raised his own 

unit of cavalry from amongst the men on his estate and local 

small farmers during the Boer Wa.:.r, actively patronised local 

1 Host of these "squire's" churches were the centres 
of parochial districts, rather than parishes,. 
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military groups in peace time, and later in life was 

honoured with a 0.B.E. and D.S .. O. for his military contri-

bution .. Studholme gained his first rank in the local 

Volunteers, .and· he contributed money, arms, and horses4 

He was one of nl"Iasseyis Cossacks 11 in 1913, and was made 

Colonel of the Ashburton Mounted Rifles when they took 

part in the Palestinian Campaign. 

Other Ashburton gentry became officers in:the volunteers 

too. Sir William Steward was as active in this as in 

other fields, and took part in the formation of the 

Christchurch Guards, in which he was given the rank of 

captaip. Afterwards, Steward almost single-handedly 

raised the Oamaru, Hampden and Otepopo Rifles in North 

Otago, and was made a major in the North Otago Military 

District,. Being fond of titles, he had himself called 

11 Najor Steward" before he gained his knighthood, which 

eclipsed the older dignity. H.P. Murray-Aynsley was a 

Captain in the Volunteers, as was .fi.W. Packer, and W. White 

II held the rank of lieutenant in the Christchurch Yeomanry 

Cavalry. Those gentry who did not actively participate 

generally gave money, and the Boer War particularly ·was the 

occasion of a goQd deal of belligerent talk and contribution 

of horses and cash. This promotion of military matters 

was shared by the wives of the gentry. In 1890,.a parade 

of the Scottish Rifles was held in Christchurch, and gave 

an example of a s't;ation lady I s benevolence; 1 

11 after the parade Lieutenant MacBean announced 

1 ~eekl~ Press, 17 October 1890. 
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that Mrs Cu:ruiingham would place ten guineas to 
the funds of the corps, to be spent in prizes 
for shooting or good attendance. Three hearty 
cheers were given for Nrs Cunningham .. It may be 
mentioned that this is not by any means the first 
instance of this lady's generosity ·1:;o the corps .. 11 

P. Cunningham was another notable benefactor, ana. also 

held t;he quasi-military rank of Commodore of the Lyttelton 

Regatta in one yea.ro 

Summary law was also an important field of gentry 

service. The role of a J.P. was still important in the 

period, as he was responsible for a good deal of local 

justice, and presided over Police Court sessions. Thirteen 

~members of the gentry were justices in the 'nineties,1 

and the sort of legal matter that they were concerned with 

is shown by the report of one sitting in 1894: 2 

2,. 

::At the Police Court yesterday - before Messrs 
T.E .. Upton and A.E. Peache, J.P.s - William Burns 
was sent to gaol .for seven days for drunkenness, 
one month for resisting Constable Jackson, and one 
month .for destroying the constable's watch - the 
sentence to be-cumulative. - John Blake, alias 
Kelly the Rake, was sentenced to one monthfor 
vagrancy, Joseph Sloane and 1i'filliam O'Brien each 
to seven days' imprisonment for drunkenness. 11 

Patronage. 

The wealth, sta·tus, and connections of the gentry 

group meant that, in a pre-welfare state society, 

personal patronage was o.f great fine.ncial importance. 

Its members tended to assume -positions· of often nominal 

leadership over a wide_range of educational, health, and 

sporting associations and clubs. They contributed moneys, 

1 In a.ddi tion to these, there were twenty non-gentry 
J.P.s in the county in 1896 - most of them merchants, 
professional men, and.some rich farmers. guardian, 
1 June 1896. 

2 Gu~rdian, 20 December 1894. 



prizes, honorary banquets, and the like .. Although the 

gentry was not involved in education at the local level of 

the school committees, its members were often involved in 

higher education as patrons. The board of governors of 

Ashburton High School was largely a "notable" stronghold, 

but its chairma..~ in the 'nineties was EoG. Wright, and C.P. 

Cox, J. Cathcart Wason, and W.C,. Walker were all members 

of the board. E.G. Wright was also a member of the North 

Canterbury Board of Education - a useful springboard into 

politic's., 

Nore important than the Ashburton High School was 
; 

Christ's College, one of ·the most important institutions 

supported by large Canterbury lEmdowners. Fellows o:f 

Christ's College in the 'nineties included seven of the 

Ashburton gentry - J.C.N .. Grigg,· J. Grigg, J. Studholmet 

w.c. Walker, E. Dobson, Archdeacon J. Wilson, and G.H.N. 

Helmore .. Tertiary education interested the gentry too; 

W .c,. 1,valker and F. de Ca.rtaret Malet were both members of 

the Board of Governors of Canterbury College, and the latter 

was chairman of the board from '1885 to 1895,. De Cartaret 

Malet was also a member of the Board of Governors of the 

.Agricultural College at Lincoln. The indomitable Sir 

William Steward was another landowner involved in the 

patronage of educational institutions, and was a member 

&t various times of the Ashburton and Waimate high school 

boards, and of the South Cant;erbury· Education Board. 



Less ostentatious acts of' patronage also occurred; after 

the deo.!;h of J., Elmslie, Mrs Elmslie founded the }:;lmslie 

Memorial Wing at Knox C_ollege, in Dunedin, and established 

a trust fund to supply it with books. 

The plethora of local clubs, boards, societies and 

associations ·were also under the patronage of the gentry 

in most cases. Some were benevolent, such as the Ashburton 

Hospital Uommi-t;tee, of which W.C. Walker was patron, but 

most were social or cultural bodies. In 1891, for example, 

E.G. Wright was offered and accept;ed the position as patron 

of the Ashburton Swimming Club,~ and in 1893 this office 
') 

was taken over by Sir William Steward.Lo In the same 

;year, the Rakaia Swimming Club, under the patronage of 

D.G. Holmes, elected as its officers W .. L .. Allan, J. 

_ 01:1-thcart Wason, W. McN. Lyttleton, and one merchant (C.A. 

c. Hardy)~ The. Ashburton Caled9nian Society in '1893 

elected ,J. Cathcart Wason as president, and as vice

presidents elected J.C.N. Grigg and offered a second place 

to \·1.McN. Lyttleton. The latter was unable to accept, 

because of his many other involvements in local affairs, 

and so G .. A .. Maclean Buckley wa.s elected in his stead .. 4 

Maclean Buckley was a great sportsman, and patronised 

many sporting bodies in the county, such as the rifle club, 

the cycling and athletic club (·t;o which he presented three 

medals, and had J. Cathe.art Wason made honorary member. )5 

1 Ibid., 21 January 1891. 
2 Ibid., 7 October 1893, 

3 Ibid., 1 November 1893. Hardy was a Rakaia merchant 
who was elected M .. H .. R. for Selvzyn in 1899, and ' 
represented it till 1911. An example of a "notable". 

4 Ibid., 16 May 1893. 

5 Ibid., 3 October 1894. 
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the gol.f club, model yacht club, and the Tinwald Racing 

Club .. 

.But there i;vas plenty o_f room for others o E. Go Vlright 

was president of the Ashburton Racing Club, being elected 

in 1896, GeF. Todhunter vice-president of the Tinwald Racing 

Club in the same yeax, and while G.A. Maclean Buckley was 

president of the Ashburton Acclimatization Society in 1896, 

the vice-presidents were J. Cathcart Wason 2.I1d W .McN. 

Lyttleton. J.C.N. Grigg formed his o~m bicycle club, 

called the Ariel Club, to enter into friendly competition 

with the club under Maclean Buckley's patronage. The 

members of ·these clubs were not .from the gentry group, and 
I 

the patrons did not ride in them, but they arranged "runs", 

donated prizes, nnd entertained them at their country 

houses.. On one occasion 11 a most sumptuou_s luncheon was 
1· 

provided" by Grigg for the club he patronised. Cricket 

clubs were similarly organised, and the Rakaia Cricket 

Club of 1895, for example, was :patronised by D.G. Holmes, 

and included as its officers W.McN. Lyttleton, J. Cathcart 
2 Wason, and W .. L .. Allane Gentry ladies patronised more 

e~oteric societies. Mrs G.A. Maclean Buckley joined 

E.G. Wright in patronising the Ashburton Art Society in 

1894.3 

Patronage extended into less formal social institutions 

too. The nineteen-bh-cen·bury habit of holding e;reat 

banquets on various pretexts was indulged heavily in 

:\.shburton county, and the gentry usually took the chair. 

1 Ibid., 17 December "I 894. 

2 Ibid., 28 August 1895. 
3 Ibid., 20 December 1894-
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When Hugo Friedlander went to Europe for a holiday in 1892, 

a great .feast ws.s held for him in the borough.. Seventy-five 

guests sat down to table, and the newspaper columnist noted 

the names of the gentry present - ·w .. c. Walker, J. Grigg, 

R .. W. Hart, and C. Hart - along with those of some "no·t;ables"., 

Most of the diners were middle-class, well-to-do farmers, 

merchants, professional men, and the like, and it is inter

esting to notice that most of the apologies read came from 

gentry - Sir William Steward, o.J. Harper, P. Cunningham, 

D. Cameron, E.S. Coster, D. Morrow, and W. Chisnail.1 

Another of these banquets took place in Mount Somers in 

1a91·, to honour John Hood, an old settler and local figure. 2 

"Host Felton had had the old 11 long room' transformed 
into a nicely decorated and well lighted banquet 
hall, and the tables were tastefully laid out and 
contained every requirement for a most excellent 
repast • 11 

W.Co Walker occupied the chair, on his right sat 

John Hood, the guest of honour, and on his left t·rnre the 

gen-bry - A.E. Peache and E.G. Wright - s.nd some of the 

local rich farmers. It was a good example of the pe.ternal-

istic society that many of the gentry liked to believe in, 

and toasts were drunk to "the agricultural and pastoral 

interests", "the Queen and the Royal Family", "the mercantile 

interests", ''the ladies", and so on. 

and Mrs Wright were not.present. 

Mrs Walker, Mrs Peache 

Of particular interest to the gentry were the 

Agricultural and Pastoral Associations9 Probably all 

were members of one or more of these associations, and at 

the local leve1,·officials tended to be a mi~ture of gentry 

1 Ibid., 20 July 1892. 

2 Ibid., 8 July ,,,1891. 
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and well-to-do farmers .. The Ashburton Association of 

1890 was :presided over by a "notable 11 , · only one of its 

vice-presidents· was a member of the gen·try (ff .Studholme II) 

and of its twenty-fou..l:' man committee, there were only 

three landed gentlemen - J.C .. N .. Grigg, W .. F. Somerville, 

and D .. Cameron._ But the Canterbury A. and P. Association, 

which ran the Metropolitan Show, was completely dominated 

by large landowners, and of these, many were Ashburton 

gentry,. They included L. Vfa.ite, W .c. ·walker, D. Cameron, 

G. Hart, J.A ... Holmes, and P. Cunningham, all of whom were 

committee members at various times, and the last of whom 

was chairman in 1883. CUnningham was noted for his liberal· 

philanthropy, and gave many valuable prizes to the 

Canterbury .A .. & P. Association .. In a typical year such 

as 1890, the Committee included four Ashburton gentry -

J'. Grigg, P. Cunningham, H.P. Murray-~~sley; and J. Deans. 

2• , "Noblesse Oblige" in the Local Community .. 

kt the beginning'of the 'nineties the only legal 

provisions for relief and state philanthropy were contained 

in the Hospitals and Charitable Institutions Act (1885), 

which was called "the :Poor Lawn at the time. 2 Conservative 

opini<?n thought that under the 0 Poor Law 11 , •11paµpe:rism had 

been given a legalised reco~-nition11 ,3 as.it ·established a 

class of nstate paupersti chargeable on the consolidated 

funds _and the rates., One wri·ter 11whose sympathy was 

entirely with the land-owners 11 , reflected the attitudes of 

1 Ibid., 31 October 1890. 
2 WeeJ,tl;z Press, 14- November 1890. 
3 The Monthl;y Review, Vol .. I, March 1889, Wellington .. 

11 ·rhe Poor Law in New Zeal&7.du, p .. "'129. 
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the gentry when he argued that they were the best agents 

for charitable relief, and could deal most effectively 

with pauperism.·1 The "Poor Law", on the other hand, 

est;ablished a "cumbrous machinery"~ which landm\f'.aer.s cri t-

icised for its costliness. They also believed it excluded 

"the element of charity in the way of benevolence or love, 

based on philosophic precepts or religious belie:r. 0 3 

It was said by conservative opinion that4 

11 Tb.e state has no duty to alleviate the sorrows of 
the poor.. If it once advances beyond it;s duty it 
will work interminable wrongs on the community. 0 

Most of the Ashburton gentry probably held such 

beliefs. The Poor Law was inadequate anyway, and the 

conservative ideal was the the landowners had a duty, 

noblesse obli~~ - to dispense all charity, :philanthropy, 

and good .works in the rural community. This concept was 

one of the cornerstones of British Tory ideas of agrarian 

harmony, and as most of the Ashburton gentry originated 

from the British upper classes, they appear to have 

believed in its ideals .. 

he wrote,5 

A .. E. Peache summed them up when 

"I do not think that a rich man should look upon 
giving to charity as a duty, as I think it should 
be one of the greatest pleasures of a wealthy man." 

The Presbyterian gentry held similar tenets; John 

Elmslie 11 always gave money to beggars 0 , but once wrote,6 

"These poor people are altoge.ther beyond the reach 
of human aid.. 'Tis only the · grace of God alone ·that 
can effect the needed change .. " 6 

1 Ibid., p,.340, 
2 Ibid., :p .. 129. 

3 Ibid., p .. 134~ 
4 Ibid., p,,'"135. 

5 G_ra:y, Q,..Jd N,'II~ , p,.17,1, 

6 Elmslie, . El1r1,:.-i."e. 
. ' n.-."16. ,. 
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The uyipe:r--~J.e.Ai=t rliilosophical position was, in short, 

that poverty was a necessary part of the human condition, 

unavoidable, and that it was the duty of the wealthy and 

privileged to alleviate some of poverty 9s harshness with 
~ 

judicious charity. The Ashburton gentry would find a need 

for manifestations of this p_plige1 at two levels - on their 

own estates, amongst the workers and servants, and in the 

local community. 

Oblige on the esta·tes often fitted conveniently in 

with the need to ·aevelop an ,espri~ ~ co.rps amonst the 

workers and "people", and it can never be clear which was 

the uppermost mot;ive. Many aspects of l;iife.on the gentry 

estates can be seen as part of a deliberate policy to 

serve these two ends. Firstly, most estates organised 

forms of group recreation :for the men arid women they employ

ed. It was common for an estate to field a cricket team, 

which would play against the teams of neighbouring estates, 

and would be provided with teas and the like by the ":farnily11 .) 

Cadets could play an energetic role in this field, as 

WoPa Reeves did while he was cadet on Lowcliffe, and 

organised a cricket team to- play Coldstream. 2 Small 

orchestras or bands were formed amongst the men on estates, 

as at Longbeach and Lagmhor. - On Lagmhor the manager 

formed the "Lagmhor Highlandersu, who toured the district 

performing at farmers' conce:tj;s and dances" The statiion 

yea:r was punctuated with various hol-idays which were 

generally patronised and paid for by the gent:cyo Boxing 

1 The word 9blige,.from the term nobless obli.5.~, is used 
here as a convenient maans of shorthande The term is 
used to mean the traditional mor~l obligation of large 
lando1.,mers to serve the -wider community,. · 

2 Sinelai.:c, 



Day on Coldstream was celebrated when the family was in 

residence by "mild dissipations for the meY.J. 11 ., i.:c. the form 

o.f a cricket match 7 :followed by lunch in the grounds of the 

house, and a Christmas tree next day for the children on 

the estate.1 

Balls were held annually to celebrate harvest home, 

shearing, or some other occasion, and all the estate 

workers, wives, local farmers and labourers would be in

vited to attend. On Longbeach, no fewer than four balls 

were held annually for 11 the people", including a harvest 

home ball, bachelors• ball, and spinsters' ball held in 

the oats loft, and the most important "monster ball 11 , 

held in the woolshed. The Griggs provided many of the 

·trappings of their own private balls on tgese occasions, 

such as np:retty invitations 11 elaborately made, and all 

the girls were given n~ little printed book, with a fancy 

ribbon and a list of the dances. A big room was clone up 

for a sit-down supper and a band of four crune o.ut from 

Ashburton. 02 Hundreds of people would dance, and 

toast their patrons. On Longbeach, they thanked 17 the 

kindness of the Misses Grigg who gave a large quantity 

of the choice flowers r, that decorated the rooms~ 3 The 

workers' balls at Lagmhor were a similarly ostentatious 

display of pbli5~. lilmost two hundred danced at one 

held in the woolshed in 1896. Unusually, Maclean 

Buckley and the managers wife personally lead off the 

waltz. Lat.er in the evening she played 11 a sonata 

"I _S:tudliolme MSS., 27 November 1898, Mrs J .. Studholme II 
to Mrs i. Studholme I. 

2 }·Jee}rl;,r: News, '6 NctJ /967. 
3 Guardian, 30 December 1890. 



de;:Jc.clpi.ilve of Tennysonis poem 'The Brook 111 for the 

workers .. 1 Another very large bachelors 0 ball was that 

held annually on Coldstream~ 

At ·the end of the shearing season, it was usual on 

many estates for the shearing gangs and shepherds to 

11 serenade the House *1 , and be treated to barrels o:fl beer 

in the quarters afterwards. W.McN. Izy-ttleton's daughtert 

Edi-th described -this ugreat and dignified rite",. The 

gentry dressed formally and sitting on long Isla.~d chairs 

on the verandah "among the little tables with their 

whisky-glasses, (and) the starry jasmine flowers", looked 

out on the semi-circle of.' men on the lawn .. They·were 

separated from them by «the curtains of the roses 11 , and 

were "tolerantly smiling" at 0 the awioRa.rd bulks of the ,~f::i.. 

shuffling men.u The station lady had 11 all,her diamonds 

on ·to do honour to her men", and the daughters 11 had to 

listen indoors behind drawn cu..rtainsn. 2 This romantic 

pastoral picture is perhaps as.much a rEfiection of what 
' . 

the gentry wished to see, as of what actually occurred. 

There were many less spectacular weys of discharging 

oblige on the estates. Mrs.. J. Studholme II took the 

wives of some of the men on Coldstream into her dining 

room for two hours every Thursday afternoon and read to 

them. She also ran a Sunday school class amongst the 

estate children, and her husband operated a lending library 

for the men.3 On LolB)each the children walked to school 

three miles away at the nearest township, Waterton, and 

1 Ibid, 5 September 1896 •. 
2 Lancaster, Pr-amena,de , pp .. 444-445, 

3 Studholme. MSS, J,. Studholma II to Mrs J., Stud.holme I, 
9 September 1897 .. 



if the weather ware bad., the Grigg~ -,'it:nJ.ld send out light 

carts to bring them home. When "the family had sufficient 

.fruit :tor their mm use., Mrs Grigg went to all the cottages 

and told the people to gather fruit for themselves", and 

whenever a new baby was born in one of the cottages, the 

Grigg ladies were "the :first to visit it and would always 

bring some giftn.1 When G. Hart died in 1895, he made 

careful provisions in his will that a farm let to a widowed 

tenant be not sold until her death, and that she retain the 

use of the farm free of rent, together with insurance of 

at least £500 to be paid for her by Hart's trustees. 2 

Some landowners carried care for their men beyond their 

days of useful labour, as a careful correspondence between 

Maclean Buckley's manager on Lagmhor and the matron of 
- - . . ;< 

the Ashburton Hospital over an,. old and sick worker shows&✓ 

It was common for large landowners to se!I..1 farms 

from their estates to set up workers on their properties 

as independent small farmers, and while economic motives 

doubtless added weight to the benevolent impulse, such 

gentry as J. Cathcart Wason, J. Studholme II, and J .. Grigg 

seem to have acted primarily from their large sense of 

social welfare and belief in oblig~. In this ·way, 

Studholme settled some twenty of his men on small farms 

on Coldstream. On one occasion in 1895 a gathering of 

160 permanent employees of Longbeach gave Grigg 11 as hearty 

cheers as was ever. heard on Longbeach0 and called him 

1 ~-Teekl:;z ~., 8 i'/,,::;J /967.. 
2 Lands & Deeds~ 

_,1895G 

3 Lagmhor Letter.Book, 
Ashburton Hospital 7 un,ldfeL 

Will of George Hart., 
' 

H .. Ford to the .Matron., 
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11 one of the most generous employers of labour in New 

Zealand u - and on ·this occasion he had just announced 

a wage reduction for them all of' 12J76!1 

The gentry often succeeded in building up a strong 

sense of community, a..r1d in fulfilling ·what they saw as 

their obligations to their upeople". The ladies were 

kindly and gentle, or tried to be, and the men seem to 

have .fostered a patriarchal so::ct of' regime, ... nf~rm but 

justn. E.G. Wright, for example, liked to be thougl::to.f 

as a good, generous man, but also 11 could be 'merciless• 

towards incompetence". 2 Although D. Cameron's men's 

quarters were of ratheI' dubious reputation, it; was said 

that he never turned awa:y a man, and was kn.own.as 11Father 11 

Cameron +o +h,.,. po'"'- 3 
Y V "-" V.J.,.. There was often a strong identifi-

cation vrit;h 11the family", and in·l;erest in its doings. 

When a son and heir was born to the Studholmes, Mrs 

Studholme wrote that "the people ..... take such an interest 

and pride in the child. 04 On small estates, where there 

was often no manager or overseer, this bond between family 

and men could be close and long-lasting. On the Chisnall's 

esta·te of .Ohinemuri, William Chisnall was always 11 Bo:s:srt 

or master, and a descendant liked to believe that "his 

men respected hinn and he them. They would do anything 

for him or for our f'amily. 0 On such estates t:ti,e old, 

trusty worker became almost part of +,he family. The 

domestic staff were included. On Ohinemuri Mrs Chisnal1°s 

lady's maid was with he:r:- i'or twen-t;y years, and eventually 

1 Guardian, 26 April·1895o 
2 Scott er-> Ashburton., p. /60. . ·, .. 
3 Macdonald., 0 8:o raphie",(.'' , -
L!- Studholme . MS°d, Nrs J. Studholme II to i.•lrs ~.r. Studholme I 1 

dated only ncfoldstream.,. Thursday night"r, 
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married another employee, George, ·who had arrived as II a 

young fellow looking for work 11 , and had risen to become 

shepherd in charge~1 

Charity to wa.11.dering labourers and swaggers was an 

important part of the discharge of gpli~~ on estates. In 

1889 Wairax-apa county issued a quest±nnaire and found that 

in one week the thirty largest landowners had given 78 

dinners, 227 teas 1 218 breakfasts, and sleeping accommodation 

in bunks or otherwise to 226 swaggers. I·b was noted ·that 

"meat is often cooked hot for the occasion, with bread or 

potatoes, or both, and tea is almost always given at every 

meal. t1 Several of these benefactors said these figures 

were abnormally low that week. It was thought certain 

that some of them would not have dared to refuse accommo

dat;ion, "for fear of ulterior serious results" such as 

incendarism, or "from fear of the loss of political support 

at elections", but most acted primarily from charitable 

motive. 2 This was typical of all the rural counties of 

southern New Zealand. 

There were many opportunities for the discharge o.:f 

pb~ige in the community at large too, as the localities 

naturally looked to the large landowners for social aid 

and relief .. It has already been pointed out that the 

gentry could exert political pressure to redress local 

grievances. .An example occurred in 1891 , when E;S., Coster 

joined with E.G. Wright to press for the provision of a 

water supply for the village settlers at South Rakaia,.3 

1 

2 
3 

Notes on the Chisnall family of Ohinemuri written to the 
author by Mr D.D.G. Chisnall, Ohinemuri, Ashburton, 
henceforth.called Chisnall Notes. 
JJ:l},e .. £1,onthlz Re-1riew,· vol •. cit .. , pp.131-133. 
Hall Papers, .-1891, EeS .. Coster 
.,_ Cl. c.l ;·,,..,.,..,, 
~.,o ~~JJ .. :-C J". II8.ll,/2 ,-·eJ:;{'dC!.()' d!{N 



~:he example of vaster, W" McN,, Izy-ttleto:u and W oL-. Allan 

pressing .for rent relief has already been given .. In the 

same year, W9Lo Allan showed another aspect of £!:>jig§_ 

when he wrote to Sir John Hall from Acton and asked if he 

could find a place.in the Wellington Harbour Board for a 

farmer's boy called Richards from Allan 1 s "village 11 of 

Dorie,, .Allan spoke of him in these wo:r:-ds, 1 

"He is a sµendid. young fellow - you will see him 
when he delivers this letter to you - his face is 
an index to his character. He is fit and·able 
:for any sort of work••• .As I said before, if' you 
can do anything for him without putting yourself 
to much trouble you will oblige all the Dorie 
people." 

A simple charity seems to have been dispensed in 

many cases~ Mrs J.i.:lmslie, a clergyman's wife, instructed 

her servants to give tea and bread-and-butter in the 

mornings to old people and derelicts who called at the 

back door o.f the hous~, and a descendant of the Elmslies 

claims that "they went o:ff singing her praises as they 

tottered down the drive to £ace ag~in their pathetic lives 

of cha..11ce ... n 2 The station lady ·was expected to act in 

this way.. Mrs D .. Morrow's daughter wrote of her that 

nallher li.fe she was touched with those less fortunate 

than herself 11 ., Mrs Morrow's popularity with the poor 

was evidently shOl,v--U by the numbers in which they attended 

her wedding.3 Linen and shirts would be given to charit

able o~ganisations (as by Mrs w .. c .. Walker to the Ashburton 

Hospi·tal)! or bunches of cut flowers from country house 

1 Ibid., . W,, L. Allan to Sir J. Hall, 27 Ju/) l!J7/. 
2 · Elmslie, EJ,mdie , p.,61. 

3 · Horrow :1 MSS" 

4 Guardia..<1, 13 Feb.Tuary 189''!. 
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grounds and gardens would be sent to decorate· local 

gat;herings (as was "very generously" done by the Holmes 

ladies for ·!;he annual harvest home ball held by th-a 

·south Rakaia Working Men's Club 1 ).. More systematic 

charity occurred, as when Mesdames Maclean Buckley and 

M. Friedlander organised the Ashburton Anglican Dorcas 

Society, to relieve or at least, mitigate ·the condition 

of the local poor. 2 Men were involved in charitable 

bodies at a higher level~ H.W. Packer was one of the 

£ounders of the Christchurch Benevolent ~lid Society, and 

gave to it liberally and often. A committee of 11 ladies 11 

ran an orphanage at Addington, and one of the most active 

was Mrs H.P. Mu.r.ray-Aynsley .. w.o. Walker was Official 

Visitor of the Sunnyside Mental AsylUJ~, and at the same 

time as he was appointed to this position, T~E. Upton 

gave books and reviews to the Ashburton Hospital for 

the use of the patients,. 3 A more significant· involve-

ment was that o.f W. White II, who was for six years a 

member of the Canterbury Charitable Aid and Hospital 

Boards, and spent a three year term as Chairman of the 

Hospital Board. His son, Leonard, spent some of the 

"great wealthn4 he earned .from Langley in furnishing 

a ward in st. George's Hospital in memory of his parents. 

The practice of holding mass entertainments in the 

formal grounds of the country homesteads was the largest 

single manifestation .of gentry philanthropyo This was 

common amongst the gentry in the 'nineties, and was a 

1 Ibid., 11· April 1893. 15' adaher 
2 St oStenhens vhurch ~lagazine,, Ashburton,/1s97. 
3 Guardian, _2 April and 6 April 1892. 
,, M d d 11,rJ, I • I/ ,+ 1:'iac onal , uw:3£'0.pn,ef:. 
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social custom directly descended frou.1 tt."=' f~ i,es --
Qh.?IIlpetres given by the English gentry to their tenantry. 

It could take various formso In December, 1890, the 

Camerons held a 11 Gala Day;; at Springfield, to which all 

the farmers and labourers and their families in the 

Methven and Lyndhurst districts were invited& Three 

hundred sat down to a feast in a "shady part of the 

grounds" .. This was followed by sports and g~es, 

including· cricket, Aunt Sally, and a race ·t;o ca·bch a pig, 

won by a young Methvenite. "Mr Gates' band f'rom 

Ashburton" played, and .from time to time the music was 

relieved by pagpipe performances. A "sumptuoustt tea 

was served at 5.00, after which "Father Christmas" held 

"a levee in a shady nook in the woods", gifts were given 

to all, photographs were taken in front of the imposing 

east wing of the house, and dancing to the music o.f the 

band took place on the lavro until dusk. The Camerons 

presided over all these 0 .festivitiesn, but no other gentry 

were present, as was usual on these occasions, when one 

the the. "Old Familiesn entertained the ".lesser folk" of 

the district.1 

Most estates seem to have held this sort of 11 Galan. 

11.nother occurred on Acton in December 1894, to mark the 

anniversary of Canterburyo The Allens invited the people 

of Dorie, St._ Jtndrew's and Rosendale, carted them to the 

estate in the great work drays and waggons of the prop- -

·· erty, and u spared no pains to make the picnic a red 

letter day to all,." After the usual feast on the lawn 

,,l 'Guardian 31 D~cember 1896. 
I I ?.t 
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·I;ne a1·ternoon was spent in races and games .. 1 It was 

also customary for lando\mers to hold these functions 

for· 1arge groups of workpeople from ·!:;he borough. The 

Ashburton Woollen Hills emplo;rees and their families were 

regularly invited to enjoy the shady grounds and lakes 

of gentry homesteads. In 1893, for example, "Messrs 

Todhunter and Dowding were kind enough t;o throw their 

grounds open••• without restriction" at Westerfield, 

and six drays and liexpresses 11 brought well over a hund

red people to be received nvery heartily;· by O .. H. 

Dowding. ''Mr Brodley 1 s" band played at this 11pic-nic1t, 

and there was dancing in a large decorated room. In 

addition, uall the buildings on the estate (except the 

house, of course) were placed at the disposal of the 

visitors, who were allowed to wander at their own sweet 

will through the beautiful w.d well kept grounds. 112 

The Herrings frequently made their grounds at Alford 

available for workers' parties from the borough, as well 

as for the local farmers 1 "Galas". A newspaper 

correspondent believed the grounds of "Windermere, the 

estate of Hr E.G. Wright, M.H.R., 11 to be amongst the 

best in the county "for the purposes of a rural f@te0 113 

EsG.Wright, as a politician landowner, was one of 

the most generous of the rural patrons. This was :part 

of a politician's need to nmeet the people 11 and woo their 

votes .. One summer he provided an excursion for two 

1 Ibid.., 24 December 1894. 

2 Ibid., 6 March ")893• 

3 Ibid~ 15 February 1892° 



thousand Ashburton people by special trains to Shro.>plin 

Bush, where they picnicked at Sharplin's Mill, and spent; 

a day wandering amongst; the trees!> The Wrigh-1; family 

did not bother to attend this in person, but Wright 

personally supervised the boarding of the trains at the 

Ashburton railway station.1 The Griggs were also to 

the fore in this field. They held f~tes and picnics 

in their grounds at Longbeach several times every year, 

as on one occasion in 1891 when the people of Waterton 

were entertainea. 2 

"The day being beau.ti.fully fine a very large 
number of children with their parents were at 
an early hour seen to be making their way down 
to the beautiful grounds of Mr Grigg of Longbeach, 
kindly lent by that gentleman for the -occasion. 
Nr Grigg also dispatched a two-horse conveyance 
to Waterton for the purpose of conveying those 
of the parents and children who had. no other 
means of getting thither. At about twelve 0 1clock 
the scene in the gxounds was a very pretty one, 
the white dresses of many of the little holiday
makers contrasting in a pleasing manner with the 
verdure all around .. " ·· 

A picnic meal was eaten by the people 11 seated on 

the grass under the shade of the treesll, af-f:;er which they 

strolled "dovm the many shady walks 11 while others sailed 

on the lakes. The Misses Grigg were actively involved 

with the children, games·were played, tea was taken at 

4~30, and prizes distributed. Miss Hetty Grigg was 

called on to present the prizes, and this nwas done in 

a very pleasing manner, after which cheers were given 

for Hr Grigg ( who was unavoidably abse-nt) and the Missei;i 

Grigg for their kindness." Al toge.ther there were 150 

people present. Within ten days one Ma.rch, two such 

f$tes were held in the county - one at ~agmhor, for 

.1 Ibid., 30 ,January 1892. 

2 Ibid., ·10 January ✓J89"!. 
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workers from the borough, and -bhe other at Longbeach, 

.for pe~ple .from Winslow.1 The Drummonds held an annual 

concert and ball on their Lyndhurst estate for the local 

farm families, and if they could not; be present, another 

of the gentry, such as "Nr Alington11 , would preside over 

the n.restivities". 2 

More active nsport 11 days were also provided by the 

gentry. D.G. Holmes roinually sponsored the Methven 

New Years'· Sports on his Mount Harding estate, but 

neitger he nor any of the gentry ever seem to have 

attended, although one year Murray-Aynsley ran a horse, 

Juveno, in a race.3 The Holmeses also patronised the 

South Rakaia Boxing Day sports which occurred an.i..,_ually 

in the township, and through most of the ·1 ninet;ies, 

D.G. Holmes was president o.f the committee of gentry 

who ran them .. Other members of the committee \qere 

E.S. Coster, T.E. Upton, W.L. Allan, and W .. McN. Lyttleton, 

Clerks, judges, starters, and so on were farmers or 

local tradesmen .. 4 •It was the custom at these sports 

days for the ·brophies to be presented by "Mrs Holmes, 

the wife of our respected President Mr D.G. Holmes o.f 

" 5 Holmeslee, who is always to the front in local matters. 

Other ladies took a less strenuous part in such events. 

One year at the Nount Somers annual sports, "ple~ty of 

.fruit was kindly supplied by Mesdames Peache and Peter", 

but neither of these ladies or any of their famil,ies 

1 Ibid., 6 March and 16 March 1891. 

2 Ibid., 23 December 1892. 

3 Ibid., 6 January 1893, 

4 Ibid., 27 September 1890. 

5 Ib1d., 9 ,T anu2-ry 1891,. 
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.Lt was more common for.• 

the gentry to patronise from afar, it seemso The men 

organised commit·tees, or patronised them., as Sir J·ohn 

Hall and Sir William Steward did for the Chertsey Annual 

~aster Sports, 2 but active participation was rareo An 

exception was G ... A. Maclean Buckley, an ardent organiser 

and promoter of "beneficial,:· sporting associations, who 

reg,..1larly presented expensive trophies to cycling, 

swimming, athletic and other clubs, and personally 

inaugurat;ed the annual Ashburton to Lagmhor road race. 

This attractive picture of an extensive spirit ot 

.9bliga, with its workers• balls, visiting of cottages, 

ca.re .of widow tenants, rural fetes in homestead grounds, 

sports days, presentations, trophies, and reading to 

\vorke:r-s' wives in dining-rooms is not,- of cou!.'se, the 

complete picture. It was what the landowners chose to 

see themselves. This ethos was reflected in the 

romantic writings of Edith Lyttl~ton, who portrayed a 

humane, integrated rural community, led by a benevolent 

gentry, free from snobbishness and other iniquities. 

But all the diligent; reporting by Sir William Steward's 

county newspapers o.f "Galas" and "f'~tes'• can be matched 

with obsQure items that seem to indicate dark patches in 

the bright picture. The "land question" with all its 
~ 
ramifications, was one of the great political debates of 

the time, and this must have been both a symptom and a 

cause of social dis1."l.1.ption and tension in the rtl.!t'al 

communityo Conditions of employment on the estates 

1 Ibid., 23 March 1892. 

2 
,. r 

Thompson, ro.l'm 
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certainly led to overt protest, and "provided a fertile 

field for chronic discontent which would erupt into the 

open as soon as the men were provided with some means 

of expressing their_ views. 111 This occurred politically 

in the elections of 1890 and 1893, and reached a climax 

in the Canterbury farm labourers• dispute of 1907-8~ 

The .foundation of the .&'arm Labourers I Union in 1903 

is significant, and it is interesting to note that its 

first president was the head ploughman on one of the 

Deans estates .. He spoke of 11 scandalous" conditions, 

poor wages, and outright exploitation on Canterbury 

estates~ He originated from landlord-ridden Ireland. 

Scotter has judged ilthe treatment of labourers on many 

of the estatestt in the 1880s and 1890s to be the cause 

o.f strong feeling against the gentry·. The labour 

troubles of 1890 struct a powerful chord of sympathy 

at least amongst the men on one of J.A. Mcilraithts 

properties, so much so as to r·orce him. to a.is charge 

twelve of them from his employ.· ·lie grumbled to a f'ellow 

lando1tmer that he had engaged another twelve men, 

11 every one of which signed an Agreement to go to 
work, but were seduced by the Moral persuasion 
of the other Men, who told them a parcel of .Lies 
so as to get them to leave. These twelve men 
were all willing to:}work had they not been induced 
by the Discharged Men to leave. Now surely these 
discharged men have done and aJ:>e an Injury ••• 0 

Other social problems disturbed the serenity of the 

gentry and damaged rural harmony .. Poaching-on ~entry 

estates seems to have been common e.nd increasing - no 

1 Ibid., pp. 25-26. 

2 Scotter., Ashburton, p,93. 

3· Hall Pa-pers, 1890 9 
-.-.:- I'",..-" - - - .,........_ I I 

1 °068{ .. l:J.IdV 61,, ''l/fCi.I S 
J.,A .. Mcilrait;b 

'·c:68" c·;.iciv 2. [,, LT1-:i:qr ·i1 ,. . ,,. .. - ~ .. __.""' -=---- ~ # 
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doubt as a means of supplementing incomes made meagre 

by the long depression. Notices such as the following 

app_eared in the newspapers: 

11£20 REWARD 
In consequence of the amount of Po~ching going 
on in the Creeks on the Lagmhor Estate, the abova 
reward will be pa.id to anyone giving information 
that will lead to a conviction. 

From this date No One will be permitted to 
FISH in the Creeks on the Lagmhor Estate.,, 

11 NOTIOE 
- ·All persons found Trespassing in pursuit of 
game or.otherwise on the Riversdale Estate on 
and after ·this date will be prosecuted." 1 

"NOTICE 
All Persons found trespassing on the Coldstream 
Estate with Dogs or Guns will be prosecuted .. 

John Studholme, Jun." 2 

Sheep s-t;;ealing occurred from time to time. In 

January-1891, for example, over a hundred sheep were 

stolen from Alford estate while being held in a paddock 

for slaughter. The Guardian no·ted: "We understand 

that sheep stealing has become so general in the district 
. 

that owners are seriously considering the desirability 
7-

o.f forming a .Protection Association.".? The:fts continued 

and in time the Ashburton Sheep Farmers Mutual Protection 

Society was formed by gentry and large farmers, and 

began to advertise rewards for information about "any 

person guilty of SHEEP STEALING in the Ashburton Coun-t;y; 4 

It seems to have mat little response. Another social 

crime, and one that sent the gentry and rich farmers 

into near-hysterical panic, was incendiarism,. A 

particularly be.d spate of incendiarism broke out across 

the county in 1892, beginning in April that year when5 

.., 
2 

nsome daste..rdly individual has it appears been 

Ibid., 25 June 1a91 . 
Ibid., 12 January 189"1 • 
lb:i.d ... 9 r,Tqr>f".h ,..1RQ1J.. 
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firj_ng stacks on the property of Mr W .. M .. 
Lyt;tleton.. Our Rakaia correspondent st-iys that 
about; a fortnight ago one stack out of three 
standing in a clump was fired, and the others 
were only saved by hard work .. · Again on 
Sunday night another stack, also one of a clump 
of three, was set .fire to. 11 

W .. McN .. Lyttleton promptly offered a reward in the 

newspa.percolumns .for information about possible incend-

. iarists. A week later, three stacks of wheat on a 

large farm near Winchmore mysteriously erupted into 

flames. 1 In May, a spectacular fire occurred on the 

Springfield estate, 2 and on the Hackthorne estate of 

C,.J. Harper, on the latter of which three hunfu:ed sacks 

of wheat were burntG It waa later found that the 

Hackthorne fire had been started by two croppers on 

the estate, but the mood of pfu~ic grew. More fires 

occurred, and_ by August, a scapegoat was .found. Under 

the headline, 11.A.LLEG:ED INCENDIARISlvl'1 , the Gua:rdi.an 

reported, 3 

"At the R.M. Court this morning .... Joseph· 
Coleman was charged with having on Saturday, 
August 20th, wilfully set·fire to a stack of 
oaten sheaves at Highbank, the property of 
M .. Ingle Browne.n 

The accused was a former employee on the Highbank 

es-tate, but un.fortunately for Ingle Browne, he was 

discharged for lack of evidence. 

The panic continued into 1893. In February, four 

stacks of grain were destroyed by rire on l,., White's 

Langley estate, and the newspaper darkly noted that 

this was ubeyond doubt the work of incendiarists. 11 A 

farmer nearby had been similarly afflicted.~ The fear 

1 Ibid., 9 Nay "1892. 

2 Ibid~ 31 Ma.y 1892. 

3 lbid., 25 August 1892. 

4- Ibid .... 4 February "'l893. 
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reached a peak soon aftero 
--1 

re:ported that 

On Feb::'ut..ry 2Ctt. it was 

11 :rlr Donald Cameron., Clunes (a rich farmer, 
·e-lmost "gentry 11 ), had thirteen stacks of wheat 
burned on Saturday night,. Three stacks were 
in small groups in different parts of a large 
paddock, so that incendiarism is certain, and 
it appears as if more than one fire raiser had 
been at work." 

The day after, a spectacular fire occurred in South 

Canterbury, in which the large stone mansion on J ... Douglas' 

Waihao Downs estate was "completely gutted 11 by a widely

discussed fire, and startling rumours as to. the cause 

clrculated .. 2 Several more stack fires and other "fire 

raising 11 incidents occurred speedily afterwards on 

various Ashburton estates and large farms (eg,. on G .. W., 

Leadley's farm), on 11 March four hundred bushels of 

wheat were destroyed on a large farm, and soon afterwards 

a thatched building on Highbank estate, contaL"ling sacks 

of wheat and grass seed, was burnt to the ground .. 3 

But after this climax, the spate of incendiarism 

and suspected incendiarism ended temporarily .. In April, 

·tb..1."ee stacks of grain were burned on the Lowcliffe 
. 4 

estatel and inceridiarism was spoken of again, but it 

was not until_ 1896 that the panic revived again, this 

time set off by a fire that destroyed a substantial 

building on Coldstream - containing two bedrooms and a 

- storeroom and wine cellar, including Ha choice selection 

of Australian ·wines that had been laid down by Mr Studholme 

together wi-t;h a cask of superior whisky he had brought 

1 Ibid., 20 February 1893* 
2 Ibid., 2") February 1a91. 
3 Ibid., 27 March 1893. 
!.l. 

I IbicL, 8 April 1893. 
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from the Old Goun try .. 11 'I Once again the newspapers 

were full of talk of 11 incendiarism" and "fire raisers 11 • 

The prevalence of this sort of mood indicates the 

failures of ,o_blige as clearly as descriptions of .f~·tes 

indicate its successes. A state of arcadian tran

quility, lubricated by good will and gentry condescen

sion, had never existed elsewhere, and was j.ust as 

impossible a situa·l;ion in nine-beenth-century Canterbury 

Too often relations between the gentry and the middle 

and lower groups in the rtmal society were marked by 

tension, class antagonisms, and self-interest. The 

frequency of litigation in the county was evidence of 

this.· The gentry would wrestle with farmers or 

merchants over matters that could be better settled 

by mutual accord and the sort of social leadership 

they spoke of but often failed to practice. It was 

self-interest by large landowners that. caused a mill 

oimer to drag C.F. and B.E. Todhunter and C.H. Dowding 

into the Timaru Supreme Court in 1893 and sue them for 

£3,000. These tbree.were charged with having erected 

dams in the stream that fed the Westerfield Mill. They 

also, it was said, "broke doi.m the ban.ks, and destroyed 

other works, blocked up the ohannel and otherwise 

diverted the stream, thus cutting o:ff the water ••• n 

The TodhunterB claimed that the millowner had himself 

interfered with the course of the creek, and had impeded 

the natural drainage o:f their land, causing it to be 

1 Ibid., 21 July 1896. 
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flooded and waterloggedo1 Whatever the justice of' 

the case, it was clearly a break-down in rural relations 

and .this sort of conflict was too common for the gentry 

to be given credit for anything more than the partial 

fulfillment of their own ideas of pblige. 

III METROPOLITAN CONNECTIONS 

~L. Christchurch in Canterb;un ., 

One of the main features that distinguished the 

landed gentry from the social groups below it in the 

rural community was its links with the city. From the 

beginn.ing, the southern provinces had centred upon 

their capitals, and by the. 'nineties Christchurch was 

not only the social and political focus of the wool and 

. wheat stat;ions that spread across the Canterbury plains 

and high country, but also was in many respects the 

primate city of the whole of the upper South Island. 

It drew the sons of wealthy men from as far afield as 

the i:wrth Island 9 s East Coast for education and 11.finishu. 

Christchurch and Canterbury were now the equals of 

Dunedin and otago, and for a brief period the two 

regions and their capitals still enjoyed.preeminence in 

New Zealand. Christchurch was seen at the time as the 

focus of considerable wealth and culture, the nMayfair 

of ·the South"., and the epitome of "civilised" living 

in the colony. The city's mansions, theatres, colleges, 

clubs, avenues, racecourses and drawing-rooms seemed the 

attainmen·t; of a balanced, "Old World" societyo A poet 

1 Ibid., 2'1 September 1893-
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of the time called Ohri stct.:urch the city whose 1 

"eyes 
1\:I.:e quiet with a student's reverie; 
And in the hair that clouds her dreaming race 
There lurks the fragrance of some older place, 
And memories awake to die again, 
As, confident and careless, glad and sorrow-free 
She waits, queen of the ma:rgeless golden plain .. " 

This romantic, conventionalised picture is contrast

ed with Wellington, 11rudely fashioned 11 , end "arrogant" 

Auckland, in which "there shine the strength and passion 

of the North", and Dunedin, a ngleaming city", which 

nhears the Siren South for ever call". The poetry is 

insipid, but it reflects sentiments real in ·the New 

Zealand of the 'nineties, in which Ohristc_hurch was seen 

as the centre of learning, wool-kings, and colonial !QE;. 

The city was laid out on the gridiron pattern 
f'rom. 

inherit~d/other colonial cities, with long straight 

· streets relieved by terraces winding alongside the Avon 

river, and intersecting High and Victoria streets. The 

oldest and central part of' the city was·crowded with 

two, three or four storeyed 11 Italianate 11 and neo-classical 

buildings in brick, stone and masonry, and 'l.'1as bounded 

by wide avenues on all sides, a large park on the west, 

and was enc-ircled by suburbs of "villas_u in gardens, with 

uvillages 11 dotted further out in the surrounding country-

side. Observers constantly stressed the "settled" and 

nold world'1 look of the city, and it probably was one of 

the most finished cities in Austral"itsia .. There were 

many parks, squares and public gardens, and the river 

banks of the Avon were lined with weeping willows of 

allegedly romantic origins (to do with Napoleon's grave 

1 Alexander, W"F., and Cu:rrie, A.E .. , New Zealand Verse, 
..,.1n,...r 
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and. Akaroa) .. Many·small briie;~;:; of stone with elaborate 

cast-iron railings crossed the river. The s-barnp of 

Mount;fort, and wool and wheat cheques had provided. the 

city with an abundance of amenities, and public buildings 

usually designed in heavy masonry Gothic styles - examples 

were the Supreme Court, Christs College, Danterbury Oolleg{· 

the law library, Provincial 0hambers, museum, school of 

art, the Normal School, Sacred Heart Monastery, the 

;;Lunatic Asylumn, and many other large and small ttedi:f'ices'~ 

The railway station was ;;Renaissance 11 , and the new Uity 

"Council Chambers were red brick 11 Queen Anne". Religion 

was amply provided for with two bishops~ palaces, the 

.Anglican cathedral, seat of the Primate of .i:iew Zealand, 

and a good many lesser churches. :Man.Y were built in 

imposing interpretations-of the "Colonial Gothic 11 ·form 

of architecture, rendered in wood - including St Michaels 

and All .Angels, and Holy ~rinity, Avonside. 

The city was noted for its boating on the avon 

-(punts and other light craft could be hired at Cambridge 

Terrace and :B'itzgerald a.venue), its pleasure steamers 

·that; plied the Avon and Heathcot;e • s lower reaches, its 

green open spaces and ,trees, its cricket a·t Lancaster 

Park, its polo grounds at iiagley, i·ts statuary, including 

.one by Woolner, the "decided flavour of High Churchism11 ; 

and its settled air. It was gas-lit, and supplied by 

artesian water. Extensive drainage systems had almost 

ended the old dangers of 11 Chri stchurch fever", arising 

.from t1miasmas 11 from the swamps and marshes on which the 
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city had been built~ Four daily papers kept the public 

better-informed than today. A varying number of weeklies 

, were also published. Three theatres presented constarrt 

performances, an opera house and three Assembly Ballrooms 

attracted the patronage of the well-to-do, and citizens 

and visitors were frequently inspired to praise1 

"the thoroughly English look o.f the place .. ln 
the outskirts are clumps of exotic trees, 
pleasant hedgerows, charming country lanes, 
next cottages with plota of garden, and cultivated 
flowers; within the city limits - which, by the 
way, are belted with trees - churches and schools 
that look just as if they had been lifted bodily 
out of some @glish town and quietly dropped down 
here along with their Old World surroundings. 
Nothing is here to suggest pronounced colonial 
peculiarities. 11 

It is not the truth of these statements which is 

important, bu-t, the insistence with which they were stressed 

Christchurch probably inspired a greater sense of civic 

pride and identification than any other city in New 

Zealand, \vith the possible exception of Dunedin.. To be 

·a Cantabrian was to be a citizen of Christchurch. The 

two, province and capital, were strongly linked10 2 And 

the gentry were possibly the main human agent of that 

link,. To the gentry, ntown 11 was Christchurch, and 11do:wn 

to town 11 was almost as much their home as "up country". 

The links were dual: social and business. 

Christchurch was. the meeting-groun4 for the wealthy of 

the province, and had a reputation for social excluSive-

ness and anobism. This inspired one of its journals, 

Societz, to claim that 

11 In ·all the colonies south of the line, a more 

'1 Ibid.., p .. 624. 

JO 
.... - - ...... ·c. 
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thoroughly snobbish community cannot be found ·t;-han 
that which inhabits the City of the Plains., 11 1 

Another vr.riter pro.fessed to believe that· 11 in Christ

church the people who form the best 'set' are probably 

more exclusive than the smart folks in London~ 2 It was 

a potent myth 1 and although Wellington possessed viceroy

alty and Parliament, and Auckland was beginning to eclipse 

them in size, the southern cities continued to enjoy the 

epithets of "more civilisedfl, "more exclusive 11 , and so on. 

The belief was that the "wool kings" of the southern 

provinces gave them an 11 aristoc:eacy" lacking in the north. 

Although Christchurch could not aspire to the eclat 

of London's West End or the Faubourg de Sa.int Germain in 

Pa:r."is., it was a large fu"'ld ·wealthy city by any but the 

most modern standards .. · By·the 'nineties it was richer 

and probably more sophisticated than the Athens of 

Pericles, ·the London of Shakespeare., and the Charleston 

of John c. Calhoun, and its people seem to have been 

aware of the fact. It was a confiden·b, finished city, 

supporting a life at the top of some pomp and style, and 

believed itself to be the 11nicest 11 city in Australasia, 

and possibly the J::>outhern Hemisphere. The city ·was 

recognised as I~ew Zealand's centre of education, and in 

its ne-w maturity supported a wide range of institutions~ 

~olleges, a museum 1 cathedral, clubs., racecourses, theatres 

and churches~ Most thought of it as the most "Englishn 

of Australasian cities. 

2 (cont,. p .. 266) 
had its centre and most vigorous life in Christchurch". 
He sees the city as the province•s· 11 taproot 11 0 Intro
d1.wtio:n to A f.[4_.sto~ gf Can-terburz'!I Vol.II[~ p- xi<. 

"1 1';3_o_gj_e._ty, c1.n edition of 1883 conte.i.ned t-hi Ft rmnr.f=i _ -:i'i 1,, .. "' 
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To the landed gentry of Ashburton county, Christchurch was 

an important "metropolis". They knew London, Paris, and 

l•ielbourne, but few appeared to think of Christchurch as 

anything less than very consequen-t:;ial. 

The business and politic al affairs ,Ghat drew the 

landed gentry to Christchurch ha11e already been discussed,. 

Most landovmers had business interests, and those who did 

not, would need to "go down to town" at regular intervals 

to contact their agents and lawyers, attend sales, and 

possibly supervise shipment of their wool bales or sacks 

of wheat. · The many Ashburton landowners ·who occupied 

positions on boards and other administrative bodies in 

·the metropolis, as well as those few who represented urban 

electorates from time to time, would all need to be 

regularly commuting between town and country. Each 

individual. landowner would be drawn by several ties .. 

An extreme example was the case of J. Deans, whose 

interes-ts in land, business and local affairs embraced 

several counties and the city. 

that1 

His biographer has noted 

"his close superin.sion of Riccarton, Homebush 
and Waimarama and of the coal and brick business 
did not leave him much spare time, but he ~as 
chairman of the Christchurch Drainage Board for 
Some years, a director of the Canterbury Frozen 
Meat Company and chairman at his death. He was a 
member of the committee of the Canterbury A&:P 
Association and president in 188?, the year in which 
the new Showgrounds at .Addington were opened. He 
took his fair share of local body work, and was 
also a member of the Canterbury College Board of 
Governors. In line with the family tradition he 
was a staunch member of the Presbyterian Ohlll"ch, 
an elder of St l1,ndrew 1 s Parish Church for many 
years, and one of the Chru,ch Property Trustees. 11 

2 (cont .. p.267) 
d 1 Avigdor, E .. G .. , Antipodean i~otes., London, 1888., p .. 178. 
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Th.i.s cons·tant 1:iravel be·t;ween tOi-•m and country made 

it convenient., eYen necessary, for a large proportion 

of Ashburton gentry to join one of the metropoli·l;an 

clubs. There were three - the Christchurch Club, the 

vanterbury Club, and the Federal Olub - all based upon the 

gent,lemen • s clubs of Britain. They were expensive to 

join, limited membership by recommendation procedures 

and provided comfortable rooms for landowners to use 

while they were in town. Unlike ·t;he English clubs they 

had no political affiliations, but all inclined towards 

conserva·tism. The. Christchurch Club, favoured by the 

most Tory, was the most 11 exclusive 11 • It was not only 

the "senior club of New Zealand", but also was "senior 

to ·the majority of London clubs. u The Club entertained 

the most eminent people in the colony, and all professed 

to be "impressed by its atmosphere and by the spacious 

dignified rooms" o:f its Italianate building overlooking 

Shady Latimer Square.1 The Canterbury Club was housed 

in a building that combined nee-classical and tudor 

elements, and overlooked the Avon from Cambridg-e Terrace. 

The Federal Club ·was in °gentael 11 Papanui. Ashburton 

gentry who we.re. members of the Christchurch Club 

included ,.r. Cathcart Wason, J .c. Helmore, E. Chapman, 

E.S., Coste:!', W.Sa Peter, G. Ha.rt, J"i.. Strachey, B.M. 

Moorhouse II, and F. de Cartaret Malet, and those who 

were members of the Uanterbury Club included C.F. Todhunt

er, P. Cunningham, E.Go Wright, William Palmer Chapman, 

(E. Chapman's son), and G .. H. Alington. 

-
1 flacdonald, G .. R~, -~ Christchurch ~,.3 Histo!:l, 

Christchurch '1956 ~ preface.~ 
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2., To~,;p. Houses and High Society 

By the 'nineties it was common for a member of 

the iLShburton gentry to own a town house in addition to 

his place in the country, and several families in fact 

pre.ferred to spend most of their time at their to-wn 

houses, and becrune virtually absentees. The tmm houses 

around Christchurch differed from those of European and; 

British cities. 
\ 

Instead o.f being in the heart of the 

city, or concentrated in one or two conspicuous enclaves 

the mansions of Christchurch were dotted around the 

central city in a wide belt o.f suburbs, and interspersed 

with the iivillasn of the middle classes. Wealtb.y 

peoples• town houses were designed to look like country 

houses. Surrounded by grounds of several acres, 

including lawns, trees, shrubberies, ponds and s·catua....-ny, 

they were approached by avenues and gravel sweeps. 

Houses often ·were the centre of small 11model 11 .farms, 

vii th dairy, coach house, stabling, and so on arranged 

as though on a rural property.' They were suburban. 

mansions rather than town houses, and were found in 

a belt from one to .five miles out from the city, and 

encircling it completely. There were growing concen-

~ations in the 11 best 11 suburbs. Linwood, .Avonside, 

and Opawa consisted mostly of large wooden and brick 

houses nestled on·"willow-clad!I reaches of the Avon 

and Heathcote rivers, where the well-to-do would 

promenade on S:unday afternoons. But these older areas 

were being eclipsed in the 'nineties by Riccarton, 
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Neri vale, Papanui, and the newly-growing J:!'enda.lton,,, In . 

that decade, whenever a new mansion was built in Christ

church, it wasmually ·along Papanui or Riccarton Road, 

Bealey 11.venue., or some subsidiary street - many of which 

were still hedgerowed country lanes .. Sumner and ·lihe hill 

slopes were also becoming popula1:', and Hurst Seager .and 

his followers were beginning to clad these areas with 
'-

Marseilles-tiled 11 Queen Jmne 0 houses that came to rival 

the north-west. 

- The Morrows owned a typical Christchurch town house. 

Called Dalriada, it was situated :itn five acres of land

scaped formal grounds in Papanui, and amongst the domestic 

staff employed were a head gardener and cowman. The 

house was built of wood, with mock stone quoining, contain

ed two-storeys, with a higher level of attics for ser-..rants 

and was .flanked by graceful verandahs and finished in the 

vaguely classical 11 canon 11 style. It was notable .for its 

imposing grand stairway. Nearby was E.G. Wright's town 

house, a similar plade, called Eversleigh, and set in 

eleven acres of grounds in Springfield Road, Papanui. 

In Webb Street, off Papanui Road, J.A. Holmes had his very 

large house. The Griggs kept a Papanui house, a large 

brick pile called Finglas, and E. Chapman's town·house, 

Midlothian, was situated in grounds of.f Office Ro.J.d, also 

in Papanui .. 

Others of the Ashburton gentry preferred Merivale. 

This suburb was, in fact, named after Merevale, the to·wn. 

house of ·the Studholmes. A gabled wooden house set in 

thirty acres of grounds, it had been the Christchurc.h house 
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of Jo Studholme I ever since his arrival in Cai~terbury. 

For most of the 'nineties it was found more convenient to 

rent a house nearer the city, and from 1892 to 1896 the 

de Cartaret Malets leased Merevale as their town house, 

a:fter which the Gamerons of Springfield took it over. 

J. Studholme II eventually bought Middleton Grange, a 

rambling 1101d .tmglish11 style rouse off Riccarton Road as 

his town place.. P. Cunningham•s Merivale town house was 

typical. He had bought it i~ 1878 for £7,500, it 

contained twenty-one main rooms, and included over 

fifteen acres of grounds. w .. c. Walker had a town house 

nearby, and af·t;er 1890 spent most of his time there .. 

The Moorhouses preferred to be closer in to the city? 

and owned a town house in Oxford Terrace, near Bishops

court. The Whites occupied a conventional two-storeyed 

double-verandahed, gabled mansion in Lincoln Road. 

R.H. Rhodes's family lived in Elmwood, one of the lar~est 

of Christchurch houses, which also gave its name to a 

suburb in time, and the Murray-.Aynsleys inhabited River-

1.s.w, set in park-like grounds and a farm on the banks 

of the Heathcote. At this time, the Murray-Aynsleys 

we_re considering plans for a great three-storeyed brick 

mansion to replace the older house; The Peaches were 

fond of Sumner, and kept a house there, although this 

was only rented. The Ballantynes owned a house in 

Sumner too, and divided their year equally between it, 

Thirlstane, and their house in Timaru. The $lmslies, 
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a clerical family, spent; most of their time in the 

Manse of St. Paul's, but in addition they kept a 

11 cottage 11 in a Port tlills valley, and there was a sub

stantial house on their Oardendale estate, where some 

o.f the .family were always in residence .. 

Five of the gentry were so attracted by the city 

life that they spent very little time in the country, 

and became absentees. H.W. Packer inherited his 

father's house, Somerfield, at the foot of the hills 

and on the banks of the Heathcote. It was surrounded 

by a small farm of 132 acres, and so combined the advant

ages of town and country life, and became Packer's main 

residence,. JoL. Coster spent most of his time at 

Compton, his house_in Opawa, and J.C. Belmore lived 

mostly in Nillbrook, his big brick house set in fifty 

acres of grounds along the banks of the Avon. Millbrook 

was designed so that the drawing-rooms looked out across 

Hagley Park ·t;o the Port Hills .. A. Macintosh Clark 
' pr0ferred to live on a small estate he o~med near-

Temuka, called J:dverslea, but also kept a town house@ 

An exceptional absentee was ToH~ Potts and his family. 

He owned a large high country station in Ashburton county 

and also a small lowlands estate, but had completely 

abandoned these to the management of his sons. He had 

taken up permanent residence at Ohinetahi, situated on 

a carefully la..~dscaped .farm of 600 acres in Governors 

Bay,. This was fairly near Christchurch, but not in it~ 

The house was of two and a half storeys, built in stone, 
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with long dormered wood.en wings on either side, all 

su:rrounded by wide verandahs onto which French doo:r:s 

-opened .. A fine curved. staircase of Baltic pine with 

mahogany hand-rails climbed to ·the sta·t;erooms o.f the 

first floor, and all the rooms were high, light, airy, 

and delicately plastered~ In this place the Pottses 

enjoyed all the.perquisites of absentee life, and 

became famoµs for lavish parties and balls, and an 

unstinting hospitality. The diary of E.R. Chudleigh 

contains numerous mentions of visits to Ohinetahi, when 

everyone "boated, rode and danced. Easter Monday·we 

. danced from 8 till 6 in the morning. u1 

E.H. d'Avigdor summed up the life lived in these 

to~m houses in the period, when he wrote, 2 

11 they ha,,e rep:unduced near the . city the memories 
of the old country; the historical names of some 
of the oldest county mansions are transferred to 
picturesque wooden houses;situated on the lovely 
willow-clad banks of the liVon, surrounded by roses 
and hydrangeas .... Here, in drawing rooms over- · 
looking smooth la~ms, you take a cup of afternoon 
tea; the surroundings are so homelike that it 
takes no -imagination to fancy .. your-self wi·thin 
fi-fty miles of London.. The GraJ?hic and the. latest 
magazines strew the tables; there are Japanese 
fans and blue China on the walls; the ladies are 
dressed as only English ladies can dress; the 
men come in from cricket in their flannels; or 
from Christchurch in their town clothes ••• On 
Sundays the whole family attends the village 
church, which is as homely and home-like as tall 
trees and green grass can make a new building. 
The whole course of life is an almost exact copy 
o.f that pursued by an English family at home .. 11 

] 1or the Ashburton gentry who only crune to town for 

short stays, or for ·t;he social llseason", there was a 

constant; social coming and going .. In this city, . 

hospitality was almost a ruling passion, and an 

English baronet's son w:rote4 

"There is much more going on in the city at all 
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times than in an English town of the same size; 
and of an afternoon, English-built carriages, 
well-horsed and well-appointed, drive in from 
a circle of ten miles and beyond.If 

There was a constant round of activi·ties occurring 

in "high societyt1 , both public and :private, to entertain 

gentry who had come "down to town. 11 • Croquet, archery, 

and tennis parties were held, men played polo and cricket 

while the ladies watched, whist was played with a 

vengeance at card parties. Luncheons, balls, race meets, 

concerts, soirees musicales, and drawing-room afternoons, 

all catered for social appetites. Comings and goings 

amongst "high society" were diligently reported in social 

columns in all the newspapers, and the weekly_ magazine 

§_Qgietl contained 11 candour, spice and scanda1r11 of 

interest to the upper classes, as well as serious comment 

on social, political and cultural events. It was 

particularly :fond of sensational gossip relating to 

the clergy. Ashburton gentry were often travelling 

11down to toim" to taste o.f these fleshpots, and their 

diaries are full of such entries as this w-~itten by 

·A .. E. Peache, 2 

"Self and Ida in Christchurch. Gave a dinner 
party for the uarrons and Arthur Longden. Also 
stood theatre for party. Dinner with 2 bottles 
chanipa.gne .. 11 

2 (cont. p.274) 
d 'Avigdor, Nafes , pp.60-61. 

4 Kennaway., L .. J., urusts - A .§ettlers ~~South, 
London, 1874, pa225. 

1 Review of Societ;y: ;11 PffJ...ss, 
31 July 19'110 , ·-

2 Gray, Qv.,'d ff.'//_,, pp .. 126-12? .. Diary entry of 8 February 1895. 
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Const&·rt·/-: ;'T0fgssional theatre was provided by 

touring English, European and Australian companies. 

Opera was staged in the Opera House, which seated three 

thousand spectators, and in the Theatre Royal~ From 

time to time plays were staged by local professional 

companies, such as~~£! the~, which toured 

New Zealand with great success, and also travelled 

overseas. This play was typical of the drama of the 

time - a scenic and dramatic spectacular rather than 

serious drama, it included a staging of the Ta.rawera 

eruption, the use of live horses, the reproduction of 

the Pink and White Terraces, a real water:tall, and 

stage direc-t;ions calling for such spectacles as a bridge 

being blown up .. 1 

The highlight of the social year in Canterbury was 

the social 11 season 11 which began in spring ·wit;h Carnival 

Week, and lingered on till as late as March. The 

"November \iJeek gaieties112 caused thousands of. country 

people to flock into Christchurch every year. In 

·1896 for example, the Guardian estimated that 1,200 

people from Ashburton alone had gone to the metropolis 
,. 

for.Carnival Week .. :;;, It attracted all classes, and 

George Chamier, writing in the •nineties, described 

the excitement of the a.Ilnual exodus from the countryside 

with the la.."1.dod gent:i..-y in 11 sb.owy four-in-hand(s)., wit;h 

company of friends on the box and swell groom in 

a·t;t;endance 11 bowling "gracefully through the crowded 

1 

2 

Leitch Walker, G. ,"The Land 0£ the Moa'; Manuscript 
in the Mitchell Library, Sydneya 

Ou:~t- f/,'f&, 
Gray, I p. "191, quote from A_.E .. Pe ache .. 

3 Gnardia.11, 13 November 1896. 
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thoroughfares to 'pu:1; up' at the club, or at some 

suburban villa11 , and merchants, business men, store

keepers, and farmers, in gigs and carts, and trooping 

men on foot. He described the troops of horsemen·; "the 

flash young swells in shooting-jackets, boots and breeches, 

wi·ch turban-shaped hats and long white puggaries 

flapping behind, on prancing and well-groomed steeds .. n 

More came by rail. Carnival Week was lla week's dissi

pation for the rich; a lively outing for the commonality, 

with much reckless gambling among all classes .. 111 

Chamier described the procession of gentry carriages 

passing through a country town~ route for Christchurch 

and the "season", and the town might well have been 

Ashburton. They included. one family "in a family 

carriage of patriarchal dimensions, and a long retinue 

of poor relations on horseback following 11 • .Anot;her 

family included. 11the ladies elaborately dressed for the 

fashionable gathering, reclining gracefully under the 

shade of their lace parasols, while the boys escorted 

as cavalierst1 • A third family, 11 with stately mien" 

drove 11 a carriage and pair and servants in livery". 

A fourth, consisted of "a heavy ~agoon of fifty, on 

the retired list, with a gay y9ung brid~ of eighteen, 

who seemed inclined for active service.", driving 11 a 

park phaeton 11 • -All headed for Christchurch, where 

the 11fine tmvn houses were lit up for balls and parties ... 

all ·the place ·was agog,. 112 

1 Chamier, G., ! §puth Sea Siren, Auckland, 1970 
(first published "1895;, pp .. 19b-7. . 

2 Ibi~, PPu197,198~ 
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T:!.1a ra.isons d I etre of' Carnival Week consisted of ,... _____ _ 
three days of racing, and ·two of the Metropolitan Show. 

1.i..'he New Zealand Cup and .New Zealand Derby. were run, and 

caused 11 the Christchurch world of fashion;i'I ·to flock to 

Ricca.rt on .. There they crowded colourful s-t; ands and 

carriages., jostled one another, and looked out across 

the racecourse to the mountains forty miles distant. 

Incidental to these events was a constant social round, 

supplemented by the most active theatrical and operatic 

season in the year. The Guardian noted in 1896 that 

coming attractions for Carnival Week that year would 

include the Pollard Opera Company performing at the 

Theatre Royal, the Godfrey Opera Company at the Opera 

House, and Probasco•s.Circus .for those of less 11 elevatedn 

taste .. 2 The soci~l.~eason also provided an'~equalled 

marriage market for the daughters of landowners who had 

just ncorne out 11 • Chamier described their palpitations.3 

nThe ladies were in a mighty flutter over the 
event. For weeks previously they had been 
a:i:•duously engaged in trimming their brightest 
feathers for the.gorgeous display when the grand 
stand reflected all the beauty and fashion of 
the province. It had been a hard task for the 
bewildered dress makers; harder still for the 
overworked sewing girls, who had stitched them
selves weary and ill in the desperate efforts to 
have all this finery ready in time; doubtless, 
also, even among the gaily attired belles of the 
season, there had been no lack of bickerings and 
repinings, bitter tears shed, and much galling 
disappointment over these splendid preparations -
this parade of vanity. Yet there were only smiles 
visible on the auspicious day, and all looked 
bright and charming .for the .festive occasion. 11 

1 _Pic-t;uresg~~ Atlas, . p .. 628. 

2 Guardian, 26 October 1896- ... 
3 Chamier ,. Si"eVl , pp .. 195-196. 



C:./7 

Cante:rbu..ry "high society" :tn ·the period certainly 

lavished its money on a "conspicuous consumption" 

unequalled ever since in New Zealand. They indulged 

their appetites in the feastings that their associations 

and committees sponsored, as is shown by the menu for 

the SI ::w Day Dinner of 1890, when the gent;ry dined on 

boned tUI'key and truffles, galantines of chicken and 

v~al, Quail a la Parisienne, French Raised Pies a la 

Aspic, Fowls a la Bechamel, Mayonnaise of Lobster, 

Macedons of grapes, Maraschino Jelly, Italian Cream,_ 

and many more· good things.1 But the private society 

centred upon the town houses of the gentry, bands of 

servants, and virtually untaxed incomes, exceeded even 

this in scale and cost. During the ttseason", UllI'emitting 

social activity took up all the waking hours of visi-t;ing 

gentry, if they so chose~ 

.At the very beginning of the 1890 "season" the 

P. Cunningham·s gave a ball .. 

columnists reported: 2 

One of the social 

11.A large ballroom was built for the occasion, 
adjoining the conservatory. It was prettily 
draped and decorated with a profusion·of ferns 
and pot plants. The conservatory, filled with 
choice :plan·ts in full bloom, was open to the ball 
room, adding greatly to the fairy-like effect 
of the whole; but·what I think I admired.most 
o.f all was a very large willow tree, just outside, 
which had been d:t'aped all round and hung with · 
Chinese lanterns, making a most exquisite low""l.@A 
and the view .from it through.the conservatory 
to the ballroom beyond was one of the prettiest 
imaginable. Two highlanders in full national 
costume stood at the door to usher in the guests, 
and a couple of pipers were in attendance. 
Before the dancing began there was music••• 
(duets on violin and piano etc.).· At the close 
of this part of the entertainment, some little 

1 Rolleston Papers, ,..1890., Menu for Canterbury 
A. & P Show, November ·1890,. 

~ •• __ ,_.,_ ,-,_,-,,,,,.. ✓J() rtnfnhA1" /IHYO_ 
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boys prettily dressed, \•;ent among the guests with 
silver salvers full o.f programmes .. " 

Two hundred guests moved amongst the 11 spacious and 

well-liJc rooms 11 , (including the Governor, Lord Onslow), 

and were welcomed by 11 the pipers of the Scottish Rifles 

( 1.vho) played as the carriages were arriving .. " Guests 

we.re received in the dining-:r.oom by N.r, Mrs and "Miss 

Cunningham, then ushered.into a drawing-room, which had 

been trans.formed into a concert-room, "where a great 

musical treat was provided", after which they could move 

into the conservatory, ballroom, and "willow lounge". 

Dancing began ~t 10.00pm, and lasted until 3.00am. A 

11 superb" supper was served in·the billiard-room, and 

11 even the menu cards were works of a.rt 11 • 

Society matrons vied with one another in the 

splendour of their entertainments. It was nthe vogue" 

to admlre the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, and 

to hold balls where the guests were required to dress in 

those styles, and servants were periwigged.. Hasquerade 

balls were also popular. One 11 out-of-seasontt masquerade 

ball was given by a leading hostess in 1890, for example. 

One of the l"lurray-.. Aynsley girls a:ppearad as "night, or 

starlight"; J.C. Helmo:re in "artillery uniform", J,. 

Studholme in 11very handsome court dress", Mrs Studholme 

as a "fisher boy", and so on. The avening included "s.ome 

very pretty singing. Quadrilles were performed, the 

dancers all being dressed in seventeenth century costumes, 

with :powder and patches, and dancing with somewhat of the 

old fashioned courtly grace with which the costume is 

associatea. 11 ~ One of the Misses Helmore was includecl 
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Weddings were often held 11 in town", and were 

centred upon the spacious town houses. 

embossed and capped with coats of arms and other heraldic 

devices circulated about the province. One was sent to 

11 Mr, Kn and Miss Studholme 11 inviting them to attend the 

wedding of Marion Florence,, daughter of N .. Scott Campbell 

and Mrs Scott Campbell, to E.A.P. Harp~r, at St Paul's, 

Papanui, 11 and afterwards at Delce" (the Scott Campbell's 

town house). 2 At other times, more 11 exclusive~t functions 

would be held, such as the 11 small select gathering 11 one 

evening at the Studholme 1 s town house to entertain the 

Duke of Ma.nchester.3 Tennis parties were popular, 

followed by dances. One was held at Ilam, late in the 

11 season11 of 1890, and t1was a most lovely one 11 and 

"delight.ful"; the guests included detachments o.f Helmores, 

. Studholmes, and Wynn-Williamses. 4 Visi·lis by the vice

rege.1 party often occurred in the "season" too, and set 

the gentry scrambling .for invitations~ In 1895,5 

"On Tuesday of last week Lord and Lady Onslow 
gave a dinner party, where the .following guests 
were present:- Colonel and Mrs Gordon, .Mr and 
Mrs Murray-.Aynsley and Miss ·.Aynsley; Mr and Hrs 
Palmer, Mr and Mrs Michael Campbell, Mrs and Miss 
Cowlishaw, Mr and Mrs Wilson, Mr and Mrs Jukais 
Scott, Mr A .. Rhodes and Mr Fenwick." 

11 0n Thursday there ·was a reception held at 
Government H(?use in the. afternoon,, when between 

1 Ibid., 1 August 1890. 
2 Studholme MSS, 5· April /'iW. 

3;, r<,'cho.r-d,1 Chadfei3'1 , p. 2 9S: 
4 ~feeklz Pre§~, 3 January 1890. 
5 Ibid., 29 October 1891 .. 
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three and four hundred people made their bow 
to Lady Onslow .. " 

The governor 1 s social was no less important than 

his political role in the colony, and this fact was 

usually grasped by governors, who made frequent tours 

of the provincial capitalsa 

Other social even·ts provided lesser highlights 

to the 11 season 11 • The Lyttelton Regatta took place in 

the beginning of Ja..~uary, and attracted thousands of 

people every yea:r. · In 1893 the Regatta included a 

mock naval battle in the harbour, in which an old 

trading brig was attacked and sunk - a spectacle 0 viewed 

with interest by many thousands of sightseers".. On 

shore were marry-go-rounds:, swing boats, shooting 

galleries, and bunting a~d lanterns. Steam launch 

t~ps were available, rowing and sailing races took . 

place, and land sports were run. Subscribers to the 

regatta \'1ere taken .for a cruise on the flagship., "Star 

of .Aust:da.11 , listened to a band playing on board, 

promenaded, and were regaled with a cold luncheon and 

afternoon tea .. The Regatta ended with an elaborate 

.fireworks display in the evening and a procession of 

illuminated boats and shipse1 The Heathcote Regatta 

was another annual event, and reviews were frequently 

held. One year E.R. Chudleigh wrote, 2 

11 Cox (C.,P. Cox) and I joined in a carriage and 
pair and went to -t;he Review. Took the young 
ones right in amongst the soldiers. They 
screamed with a.elight and fright combined~ 11 

1 Ly~~elton Times, 3 January 1893. 
2 R;chqrJs, Chu..d{ei9t1, JO· '2 'i5, 2 April 1880., 
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The next nigh·t- they went to a masque2>ade ball, the 

.following day visited a warship in harbour, and attended 

another ball in the evening. On the next day, ·they 

11 Pulled J:ilrs Cox and Ruth up the Avon as far as the 

Helmores and played a few games of tennis. 11 

In a typica.l week during the nseason", two operas 

were per.forming, both very popular and talked about, 

along with~ Liederta.fel 11 Gemischter Abend. 11 An after-

noon garden party took place at Thorrington, at the foot 

of the hills, where two hundred guests, including the 

Murray-Aynsleys, Helmores, "Miss Moorhouse 11 , 11 the Misses 

Cunninghams" and·other Ashburton gentry, ate ices and 

listened to music. The day after, the Hon. Mrs Parker 
1 

provided afternoon tea after the polo match,· In on-e 

·week of the 1893 11 season11 , it is possible through the 

s::icial columns to trace most of the movements of H.P. 

Murray-A.ynsley's eldest daughter. On the Monday she 

attended a large afternoon party held by Miss Rhodes.at 

Elmwood, spent the next day in travel, and on Wednesday 

was staying at The Terrace, Sir John Hall's estate near 

Hororata, where she was one of the bridesmaids at the 

1,•mdding ·o.f Sir John and Lady Hall's daughter to the son 

of F. Cracro.ft Wilson, a large landowner near Culverden. 

There were almost three hundred people at this wedding 

celebration, and all were invited to the ball held in 

the homestaad in the evening. Gifts to the couple included..j 

interestingly, a silver salver px-esented by the tenant 

.farmers on the Cracraft Wilson's Culverden and Cashmere 

1 panterbur;z Times, 8 December 1892 .. 

,. 
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estates, and a table of inlaid woods presented by the 

sta:tion labourers employed by Sir J"ohn Hall 6 The next 

day, Thursday, saw Miss :Murray-Aynsley attending a 

"charming evening 11 at Strowan, the sprawling Colonial 

Gothic mansion of GoG~ Stead, in Papanui. On Friday 

her presence was noted at a rrsmall and early 11 dance, 

with only fifty guests, held by the de Cartaret Maletsj 

where the ballroom was kept cool by setting aside the 

adjoining drawing rooms for conversation and resting .. 

On Saturday Miss Murray-.Aynsley joined the fashionable 

crowd at the polo grounds, and ·took tea there .. 1 

This demanding s.ocial round :faded out in late 

February and early March,, 

in such passages as, 2 

Its demise was sadly noted 

11r1rs C. Clark gave .a garden party last Thursday 
a·t her residence, Tharrington, which I think 
will be the last of the season." 

Guests at this party had included Miss A. Moorhouse 

and the indefatigable Miss L .. Murra;y-Aynsley. 

From time to time the attractions of a rival 

provincial capital would challenge those of Christchurch 

during the "season 11 , and draw some gentry famili_es awa:y 

to participate .. The 1889-90 Christchurch season, for 

instance, had ·!:;o compete with Dunedin, which was 

staging an e:x:hibi ticn. A Christchurch columnist noted 

that3 

"Many of our Christchurch :folk are in Dunedin, 

1 Weekly Press, 2 February 1893. 
2 Ibid., 9 March 1893. 
3 Ibi~, 17 January 1890. 
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in which 'delerious city 1 a fresh outburst of 
gaiety is now impending o•• Dunedin has certainly 
taken the wind mrb of our Christchurch sails this 
summer as far as amusement is concerned." 

A vice-regal visit to Dunedin had been staged to 

coincide with the New Zealand an.d South Sea.s Exhibition, 

and the Studholmes and Harts ·were amongst the families 

that travelled south to join in the balls, receptions, 

levees, military sports, regatta, tennis parties, garden 

parties and so on that the social column mentioned. 

The Countess of Onslow gave "afternoon at homes 11 at 

Eernhiilil, and on the last one,1 

11.As may be·imagined all the world and his wife, 
were there, in fact, Lady Onslow had asked nearly 
everybody who had called at Government House, and 
of course the 11list 11 included a great many whom 
she had been unable to ask to the balls ••• 
Amongst the great number of those present were 
Lord and.Lady Onslow, Mr Walrond, Lord Cranley, 
and Ladies Dorothy and Gwendoline, riliss Constable, 
Lord Carrington, Captain French, A.DaC., Admiral 
Lord Charles Scott, Mr Fitzgerald, and JYir Le 
Pullen, - Mrs Rupert Clarke, Miss Clarke, Miss 
Godfrey, Miss Kimbell and Miss Rona.lds, the 
Misses Webster, !firs Williams, the Misses Cargill, 
Mrs and Miss Studholme, etc .. , etc .. 11 

A masquerade ball was held ne:Kt day at Government 

House, and J. Studholme appeared in ''Court Dress 11 , Mrs 

Studholme as 11 Q.ueen Elizabeth in velvet dress and train, 

and a hoop", and Miss Studholme as 11 music 11 • Soon after 

a ball was held, attended by six hundred people, followed 

the next day by a garden party for four hundred at 

Montecillo, a mansion on the outskirts of Dunedin. 2 

This expensive social life, wi•th its hundreds of 

guests filling the drawing rooms and ballrooms of the 

great town houses, indicates the confidence and wealth 

1 Ibid., 24 January 1890. 

2 Ibid., 31 J e.nuary 1890. 
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o:f the large landowners in the period. It was a 

conspicuous consumption lacking in modern New Zealfu~d. 

It was possibly also the raison !Xetr~ of the gentry .. 

They saw social pleasures and the enjoyment of wealth 

as the re~ard, if not the reason, for their lorig months 

of ru.ral II exile tt. 
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CH.APTER V 

WAY OF LIFE 

,1. Country.Seats 

The centres of life for the landed gentry were the 

country houses with which the county was dotted. These 
. -

houses were called homesteads in common parlance, and 

when the English pretensions of the gentry ·were upper-

most, were spoken of as country seats. The Handbook 

f.QE Travellers, which was compiled in 1893, ·contained 

many entries such as this one for the Rangitata district: 

11 There are several pleasan,t country seats in 
the neighbourhood." 1 

These houses were surro1..mded with gardens and 

parklands, and were the most complete and deliberate 

manifestation of the gentry 1 s desire to recreate an 

English aristocratic life-style~ There were two 

distinct architectural tradtions which .Ashburton country 

houses inherited. The first, and most common, had 

gained the ascendancy in the 1870s, and in the conserv

ative Ashburton countryside of the 'nineties, it still 

remained the strong canon of domestic architectureo 

The style was direct,ly traceable to the traditions of 

Georgian and Regency England, and sharing their features 

of classical proportions, rectangular shapes, hipped 

roof lin_es, and cornice mouldings and detailing borrowed 

from nee-classical styles. 

-1 Pennefather, FBW,,., A Handbook for Travellers in New 
Zealand, London, 1893~ p.105. -



288 

The typical house was two or two-and-a-half 

storeyed, 11 \·:ith large lofty rooms well lit by double

hung i.dndows.", 2 and its rather austere neo-classical 

lines were relieved by broad verandahs, and intricately 

det.ailed pillars, doors, window mouldings and cornices. 

They borrowed the plan from Regency England, ·the 

verandah from India, and the French window froin souther:t;1._. 

U.S.A. and the West Indies. The mild·climate called 

for high ceilings and large windows. A large front 

wing with airy, spacious rooms housed the family and 

provided rooms for entertainment, while to the rear 

and sides were one or more smaller wings with lower 

ceilings, small cramped roomEL; narrow staircases, and 

an absence of architectural decoration; these were 

devoted to the servants and Hoffices", as kitchens., 

pantries, wash-houses, storerooms, ai"'1.d the like were 

called. Thes_e simple,_ elegant white houses, "solid· 

yet gracefu1 111 housed most of the gentry families of 

the South Island, as well as a good many prosperous 

farmers, and numerous well-to-do bourgeois families in 

the towns. 

;E.G. Wright's house, Windermere, was typical of 

this style. It was situated. on his 2,300 acre estate 

one mile from the little Winclermere township and rail

way station, and \'las one of the "pleasant county seats" 

in the Rang.itata district. Windermere summarised all 
Hendry, J. A.,. "Archi tec'tlrure to 1900 "; A !lia-

2 ~ .af. .Qa.nte;r:b1lry, Vol .. II~ Christchurch, 
1971, :p .. 488. 

3 Ibid., p.482. 
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the cliches in the colonial architectural canon. 

The\\8St or garden wing was the centre of the house, 

and presented an imposing Italianate fac~de to the 

carriage-drive. It \•as flan.l:Ced on three sides by ·wide 

verandahs and tracery, and in the centre of the west 

front a half-tower and elaborately-balus-t:;raded balcony 

jutted forwards. French doors opened from all the 

main public rooms onto verandahs, and \•listeria hung 

from the verandah pillars. Two gabled wings extended 

behind ·t;he west wing, and these were divided into 

offices and servants rooms. The two back wings hal.f 

enclosed a courtyard, around which were storerooms and 

stabling on the other, sides, and this area was shielded 

from the gaze of the quality by a. long garden wall 

which also marked off the formal gardens and park. 

Windermere contained twenty-six rooms. 

Holmesleee, the country house of D.G. Holmes, 

was another example of the style. Built on a green

turfed terrace, the house was approached .from the 

carriage drive by means of a broad flight o.f steps, 

flanked by ornamental urns. Holmeslee came in time 

to consist of a central block of two storeys, w:Lth 

a one-storey wing on one side containing the bilJ:iards 

room, and an enclosed courtyard formed by ki·t;chen, 

former dairy, cake-house, storerooms, and fuel room 

at the rear. The central block was surrounded by tall 

bay windows and double-tiered verandahs with ornate 
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pillars and balustradesn The central wing of the 

house was bisected by a broad main ho.llway running to 

the centre on both floors, linked by a massive stair-

From the ground floor hall doors opened into 

a high, almost square drawing-room with two bay windows, 

deep cornices, carved fireplace and carved ceiling~ 

There were also a library, dining-room (with eighteen 

feet lohg dining table), study, morning~room, and 

billiards room. On the upper storey were six large 

bedrooms, all of which opened by means of french doors 

onto the verandahs. The house contained about twenty 

rooms. 

The number of rooms in gentry houses ranged from 

·twelve to over thirty, with most containing about 

twenty. 

houses .. 

Westerfield was an example of the smaller 

Situated on one of the smallest esates in 

the county, it was a house rrr,rost substantialg built 

regardless of cost''~ 1 and contained t;welve main rooms ... 

The Moorhouses'house at Shepherds Bush contained 

sixteen main rooms, and was designed. s'o that every 

room could open onto a verandah., E .. S .. Caster's 

Somerton was a large mansion with well over twenty 

rooms, as was .tirchdeacon J. Wilson's Va+etta. 

But the·regular, Georgian-based canon was never 

totally dominant, and the love of gables, steeper roof 

pitches, and other features de.rived originally f"rom 

Early English styles, and developed in a colonial form 

in the Canterbury of the 1850s and 1860s, often provided 

1 Todhunter fVlSS., C.I!1 • Todhunter to E. Menlove, 
'2 Decembel" lt?O. 
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a varatiation in stern neo-classical regularity. 

iH. uhisnall Is Ohinemuri was ?-Il example of this type 

of house. The regular rectangular line of the front~ 

age was broken up by gables, repeated on other sides, 

which eliminated the usual four-square hipped roof 

line. Otherwise it presented little variation. There 

we.re two storeys, painted white, 0 1ike o·thers of the 

timesn.1 It contained comfortable rooms, a circular 

staircase, with ttofficesu at the back. D .. D.G .. Chisnall 

writes that 11 one was proud of one I s home", and ·!;hat it 

"looked quite impressive 11 in its heyday. Other 

homesteads further illustrated the style - B.J. Harper's 

hackthorne on the be~..ks of the Hinds, G. Hart's 

Winchmore on the Ashburton, Sir Thomas Tancred's 

Ashburton homestead lower down on the same river, and 

A .. Ea Pe ache's Moun-t; Somers. 

Mount; Somers was rebuilt in 1892, to replace the 

old twelve-roomed house .. · Peache*s papers record the 

problems of building a country house. The decision to 

build had been made after frustrations concerning the 

old house had s·teadily mounted. 

n20 April 1890: I scarcely know hmr,-.we will 
manage in this old house through the ·winter, 
having a new baby and a nurse to look after her. 
We seem to be packed like sardines. 

2 May 1890:: I don"t know, I am sure, whether 
v1e shall be able to . stay in this house through 
the winter. It is not only thaJG it is too 
small, but it is getting so old and fearfully 
rotten ••• Ida and I have the two newest rooms 
in ·l,he house, a bedroom and a dressing room ••• 
If I could hear of a house that I could rent 
near uhristchurch or Timaru I think I should 

,.! Chisnall, uA/ol-e/~ 
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take it a,_--id send the family there for the winter. 
7 July ·1890: I oe. am thinking o:V rebuilding 

the house here." 1 

Once this decision to build was ta.ken, work 

progressed speedily. .An Ashbu.rton architec·t:, R. Bird, 

was engaged to draw up plans. In time, work began on 

this site, and in March 1890 -the Peache family moved 

out of the old house to stay at .Archdeacon Wilson's 

Valetta until the new house was completed, taking with 

them the nurse, governess, cook, and a boy to do the 

milking and gardening. While the move was being made, 

the three Misses Peache stayed with the Peter family 

of Anama. 

After eight months -of work the new house was 

finished in the middle of Oc·tober, and the family moved 

from Valetta at the end of that month .. - Building was 

still incomplete, with interior decorations unfinished, 

paving stones still ~L~laid, and the conservatbry under 

construction. Peache recorded wearisomely that an 

unwelcome visitor arrived for lunch "and stuck to us 

like a leech till past 9pm. - a great nuisance as I ·was 

busy doing things in the house and Ida was very t.ired 1" 2 

The finished building 'tiaS a huge house and .. • .. used to 

be filled with laughter and singing", as one descendant 

remembered~3 It was not long before even this new 

house was inadequate, and soon A .. E. Peache was noting 

the addition to the homestead of 11two good upstairs 

rooms over the drawing room and my smoking-room stu.dyH. 

1 Gray, Qu,ef H,•/fr , pp .. 89-90. 
2 Ibid., :p .. 107. 

3 Ibid., p .. 208. 
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The old kitcb.0n v:2s .:..lee pulled dmvn and replaced by 

a 11 larger one with three servants' bedrooms above., 11 1 

By no mea..11s all houses conformed to this convention-

al style;. An unusual variant 1,,ms the homestead on 

the Mcilraiths' 3,400 acre Aucheflower estate over-

looking the Rakaia river~ The architectural style 

o.f this house copied 11that style which Mr J. Mcilraith 
.. 

noticed while he was in Berlinn., 2 regular, with the 

usual semi-Georgian proportions, but all treated with 

intricate East German detailing which, especially in 

the .form of cast-iron decoration, gave the house some-

thing of the air of a junke~ country housea The house 

was constructed o.f brick, which was unusual, and was 

built to last with the walls four layers thick.. The 

manager 1 s residence an.d the station buildings on 

estate were all in a similar stylee 

There 1,•;ere severg,l other brick country houses., and 

all but one, E. Grigg 1 s .Akaunui, departed from the 

canon 1 and showed a greater propensity for the picture-

esque,. The mansion house on W. Strange 1 s Hiversdale 

estate, for instance, combined colonial verandahs and 

bay windows with steep gables and ivied walls, and a 

turreted gothic tower in the centre - all directly 

inspired by English manor house architecture~ Riversdale 

W9:S built of Longbeach brick, and its walls were a good 

two feet thick,. 

Longbeach, with almost forty rooms, was built on a 

1 Ibid., p,.196. 

2 Cyclo12edia, p.4'67. 
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scale of baronial splendour, a.7ld was an 11 imposing two

.stqreyed structure of brick ·with stone facings - built 

in the style of many of the old British ancestral homes"'} 

and 11 beautified by creeping vines" •·1 The main part 

of the house was laid out in a great 'L', and its main 

frontages presented a mass of turrets, towers, bay 

wihdows, numerous gables, finials, verandahs, tudor-ish 

bargeboards and gable timbering, tall chimneys, and 

an imposing main entrance framed by a great brick

pillared porte-cochere. Sprawling out behind this· main 

part of the house was a jumble of lower ceilinged 

servants• rooms and offices. The house was roofed 

with tha·b latest importation f'rom Europe - the Marseilles 

.tile,. 

Springfield homestead showed a similar ;·eye for 

the picturesque and the baronial. Although built of 

wood, this house of about thirty rooms reconciled 

English country house features with the newer colonial 

architecture •. The ·house had grown .from an original 

two-storeyed residence built in the '1860s, to which 

were added a second, grander wing in the 1870s, and 8.Il 

even larger front wing in the 1880s. This gave the 

house the imposing frontage it had formerly lacked -

a long, rathE;)r blank wall without verandahs, and with 

only a little of the usual classical decoration about 

·windows and cornices. This central portion was 

1 Brown, u., , IJ;s.for-y of Arhbur-fan, Vu,,,eJ,;,, l</4o, p. 6. 
0 
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skilfully off set by oriel half-towers :formec1 at both 

ends by double-storeyed bow windows and another half

tower over the main entrance.. Steeply-pitched roof 

lines, and projecting gables over the half-towers, 

were decorated by bargeboards and half-timbering picked 

out in dark colours. This unusual combination of Early 

English with the Georgian-based local canon was effect

ive and successful, and has been obscured today by the 

mon:tone colour scheme which had obliterated the original 

half-toning. In addition to the thirty-roomed main 

house, there was a hermitage set apa_r:~ in the grounds, 

designed with dormers and verandahs to look like an 

estate cottagee This provided pleasant rooms for 

summer days, or for guests when the main house was full$ 

Most o:f the country houses were buii -t· of wood, and 

a few of brick. Others were constructed in the 11poured 

concrete 11 that enjoyed a brief vogue in ·t;he 18?0s and 

early 1880s. This technique consisted of the erection 

of v10oden moulds, into which concrete was poured to form 

very solid, thick walls. The concrete surface was 

then generally finished by the application of stucco 

or other plasters to form classical -trimmings, cornices, 

mock stone quoining, pilasters, and the like. The 

final product was pleasing, elegant and substantial. 

Montalto was buil"t this ·way, with walls -twelve inches 

thick, delicate :finishing designed to imitate carve<i 

stone work, and flanked by broad verandahs. Corwar, a 
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large mansion overlooking the Rakaia, was built o:f 

poured concrete, as were Waimarama and parts of Haunt 

hutt. EoM. Goodwin erected a big stone house called 

Hayton, but this was on a newly-acquired estate in 

South Canterbury. He soon abandoned Cracroft in pref-

erence for Hayton. When E. Grigg built: a new mansion on 

his Akaunui estate in the •nineties, every smallest 

detail of this two-and-a-half storeyed mansion was 

substantial and "finished". Longbeach brick was used, 

and it was coped and moulded in decorative fashions. 

The twenty-two room house was shaded by tasteful white 

verandahs and conservato:das. 

Contemporary· ·with the classical style could be 

foimd houses which were ·representative of an entirely 

opposite stream of architecture in nineteenth-century 

New Zealand. This style, _established j_n the 1840s,had 

c·ontinued virtually unchanged for half a century, and 

although largely eclipsed by the Georgian-based canon 

for most large houses in the 'nineties, was still 

favou.red for the homesteads on the smaller estates, 

and on some of the larger. It was a style that owed 

a good deal to the Romantic predilection for the 

co·IJtage ornee - a large, gentlemanly interpretation 

of 11pictnresquer1 architecture - and also to the nine

teenth century concept o.f the "villa ii. Villa archi

tecture descended directly from the country houses of 

the H.oman pa·trician, as they were being uncovered in 

the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and generally 
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centred upon a courtyard, surrounded by a 'U 1 shaped 

or rectangular house, flanked by shaded verandahs. 

These influences, combined with local climate, · created 

a local style equally as distinctive as the canon, and 

equally satisfying in its aesthetic appeal.1 

These villa houses were generally one or one-and

a-half storeyed buildings, with a low broken-up profile, 

generally surrounding a courtyard at the rear. Rambling 

and. spacious, decked out with verandahs and the "cottage" 

trimmings of gables, heavily-fre-t;ted barge boards, bay 

and bow windows, and the like, they sprawled across 

trim la1rms ·with an often chaotic layout. Wings were 

added here and there as after-thoughts, and contributed 

to the 11 picturesque 11 look made complete by ivy, vines, 

stained-glass \·dndows and other such devices .. Anama 

was a good example, with its dormers, verandahs, and 

high gables, and I.R.C. Cunninghame-Graham's Winterslow 

.homestead, which centred upon an enclosed brick-paved 

courtyard like an English manor house, was another. 

In addition to Windermere, E.G. \·Jright maintained another 

country house and domestic staff at Surrey Hills, where 

the homestead was of the villa variety~ Maronan, 

Buccleugh, and Alford were villas, and F .. de Cartaret 

M3.let's rather pompous twenty-two roomed house on the 

Clare·well estate, was •u' shaped around a courtyard .. 

Two-storeyed wings were often either the nucleus 

or additions to such houses, as at Drayton homestead. 

The big house at Mount Hutt is another example, with a 

two-storeyed wing of poured concrete flanked by low 
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rambling wings o:f wood, ai.1d strung about with verandahs o 

Although giving the impression of organic growth, 

Mount Hutt was actually "well-planned, well-built, 

well-:placed 11 , and overlooked a green sunken garden 

"surrounded by ornamental shrubberies and plantations 

for sheltero"'1 At J. Ballantyne's Thirlstane homestead, 

a.n interesting variation to the villa house was the 

addition of two deck cabins from a ship, the 11Elginshire 11 

·which were integrated into the structure of the house 

and provided a smoking-room and studyo 

The new homestead at Coldstream was built; in the 

late 1890s to house the newly-wed J. Studholme II and 

his wife, and was built in the villa tradition~ When 

completed it contained th±r.ty-two rooms, and was set out 

in a way so as to present a varied and broken-up silhou-

ette .. The garden frontage, overlooking a sunken garden, 

comprised a .. one-and-a-half storeyed central portion, with 

an upper row of dormers and a verandah, and was flanked 

on one side by a two-storeyed section with high gables, 

and on the other by a high-pitched single storeyed 

wing .. Sprawling out behind and from the sides o:f this 

axis of the house were other wings with varied roof 

lines. '.i!he house, built of hea:it rimu, was designea. by 

the Christchurch architect, J .. C. Madtiison. The main 

room, called "The Hall 11 in best baronial fashion, measured 

1 (page 29?) 
The Indian bungalow also had some influence. Most 

·foreign influences were transmitted via Australian 
colonial architectures as it had developed early in 

, .. Ghe nineteenth century.. Freeland, a ~M .. Architecture 
J:_g Australia, Mentone, Victoria, 1968. -

1 ,Cyclope~, p. Zo/, 
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forty-five feet by twenty. It was surmounted by a 

high arched ceiling of dark-stained ·timbering, ancl 

included a chapele 

A few years earlier another newly-married gentry 

couple rebuilt their homestead, but on rather different 

lineso In May, 1891 the social column in a Christchurch 

newspaper noted: 11 I believe Mr and Mrs G. Maclean Buckley 

are to arrive as soon as their house ia finished at 

Lagmhor .. 01 It was completed not long after, and the 

Maclean Buckleys settled in. Their new homestead, 

·containing twenty-four rooms, and built on the same 

scale as Coldstream, was firmly in the canon style. 

Long,regular, elegant, with nee-classical trimmings, 

and shaded by double-storeyed verandahs, this •T• 

shaped s·l;uccoed mansion had nothing whatever to do with 

the villa or English manor. It was not until the turn 

of the century that the two streams were to be harmonious

ly reconciled, and were to produce such perfect houses 

of their kind as the second Langley homestead - a slill.ful 

blending of classical colonnades with gables, half

timbering, and dormer treatment of the upper storey, 

and thought by w. Whit~ to be one of the most beautiful 

country houses in Canterbury. 2 

These country houses were furnished with a sumptuous

ness a.~d heaviness that modern taste would seldom accept, 

bu·t with a costliness and desire for the 11 best 11 that 

was typical of the gentry group. 

1 :t{eekl:y Pres~, 1 May 1891. 
2 1/h't: 111) .I II 63 ; .l Je, x.ecof"C/.f , p'l> • 
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The furnishings that were imported from England and 

Europe were generally the least satisfactory to modern 

aesthetics, while those bought in New Zea.land were 

lighter and less ornate& By the last years of the 

century New Zealand furniture had clearly become different 

from that fashionable in Britain. It was lighter, and 

still influenced by Regency traditions. When English 

furniture was used, it was often of the antique variety, 

from earlier periods such as that of the Regency. 

The furnishings of Springfield reflected the 

11 baronial 11 tendency o:f the country houses; they were 

a profusion of intricately carved dark woods, rich 

tapestries, heavy and ornate carpets, misty romantic 

paintings, and Chippendale furniture, including such 

pieces as an ivory inlaid table in one drawing-room, 

and a grand piano made of dark woods. Heav-J brocade 

and damask drapes hung over double arched doorways 

linked the series of drawing rooms. In contrast to 

this baronial magnificence were the decorations of 

places such as Holmeslee, where the accent was on the 

lightness, deft;ness and simple elegance characteristic 

of the Regency. Light, pale colours contrasted with 

the sombre darkness o:f Springfield. Perhaps this 

reflected the difference in outlook between the nouveaux 

riche Camerons, and the old Anglo-Irish gentry Holmeses. 

Other houses combined different styles in different 

rooms,. The Deanses .. .furnished Waimarama simply, as it 

1-Jas little more than a shooting box. But they decorated 
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their main house, Homebush, in eighteenth century 

French style in some rooms, and nineteenth century 

English in others • Louis Quatorze furnishings, 

. shipped in at great expense, jos-l;led Sheraton_.. Their 

Riccarton town house, on the other hand, was unrestrain-

ed baronial, complete with antlered hall. Coldstream 

included an English drawing-room w"hich J .. Studholme II 

considered 11 the most refined and'pretty drawing room 

in the district"~1 decorated with English porcelain, 

while the dining room was an exuberant :nirench salon, 

in reds and golds, hung with eighteenth century French 

tapestries, and containing delicately wrought furnish-

ings. The hall was imposing, baronial, and lined with 

high bookshelves~ Even the smaller country houses 

displayed the same love of costly finish; Montalto's 

drawing and state rooms were plast~red with moulded 

fnezes, cornices and pilasters, or panelled, and lined 

with textiles such as velvet, chintz, or damask, or 

with block-printed wallpapers often in basso relievo. 

The doork.aobs were all of cut crystal and gilt, and 

there ·were damask bell-pulls in every room .... 

, The gentry hung these richly papered or brocaded 

walls wi t.h large, heavily-f'ramed paintings, or small 

gilded cameos. Tastes varied; the paintings exhibited 

at the 1889-90 south Seas E°'Ahibition included some lent 

by Ashburton landowners and farmers, which normally 

decorated their drawing-rooms. They included W. Higg's 

.An Ashburton HCockatoo's 11 Home, donated by a prosperous 

1 Studholme MSS, i"lrs J .Studholme II to r,t-rs J. 
Studholme r, r 'f;e,pf<ZJtJbetv /l?77. 
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Wa.."k:anui farmer, J. Cochran .. Another well-to-do yeoman, 

E. Gates of Grove Farm, Tinwald, contributed a second 

Higgs painting, Milford Bound. The superior financial 

resources of the gentry were :pepresen-ted by paintings 

contributed by VJ.. Campbell Walker, which were two ·works 

by C.F. Barraud, en·l;itled Ashburton Gor~ and Alforcl 

Forest. The paintings hung in Coldstream homestead are 

a typical selection, indicating the taste o.f the gentry. 

They include a portrait commis~ioned .from G. Lindauer, 

romantic interpretations of New Zealand and English 

landscapes by J.B.C. Hoyte and other members of the 

rrpicturesque 11 school, still-lifes, po:r-traits, animals, 

(such as hunting dogs and horses), all of great size, 

in gilded baroque frames. ~ 1he popularity of New 
. . 

. Zealand painters is significant, as the painters of 

the time interpreted local landscape through British 

eyes. The resultant misty, romantic works port:r-ayed 

' an epicine countryside calculated to · resemble the 

British Isles. New Zealand art of the time reflected 

the ambience of the 11 01d World" that the educated 

classes aspired to recreate. Statuary in various 

forms embellished the coun·l;ry houses too_, e·ither in 

the form of maxble busts, as at Coldstream, or of Greek 

maidens in demure postures as at Springfield~ 

Other New Zealand artists were in demand. The 

gentry commissioned or bought paintings by J9 Gully 

and C~F. Goldie, or portraits and landscapes by the 

wellknown Canterbury painters such as H.ichmond Beetham, 

Thornhill Cooper, J .. M .. Madden, and G.F .. Fodor- the 
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last of whom specialised in paintings of bloodstock 

horses. These roomy, expensively-furnished country 

houses had come to contain a. life--:style as close to 

that of the English gentry as the inhabitant;s could 

aspire. 

,2. Gardens, Grounds and Parks. 

Having buil·I; their country residences, and furnish

ed them appropriately, Ashburton landowners had then 

procreeded ·t;o beautify their surroundings to approximat:e 

more closely the English estates which were their model3 

Siting of houses was all-important. The flat topo

graphy of most of the lowlands part of the county 

required some sort of alleviati:o.n~ This was usually. 

provided by ornamental water, teamed with the maximum 

imaginative use of what slopes and other natural · 

features offered themselves to the creative talents 

of landowners and their gardeners. Lakes.were dug, or 

muddy hollows tidied, natural streams and other water 

courses adorned with willows, grassy banks, and garden 

seats.. Artificial water races were treated similarly. 

Fish, ducks and other water-fowl, and carved pieces 

of statuary were liberated to increase the a-1:itra.ctions, 

and garden walks devised to f ollO\•/ stream courses or 

cross them by means of rustic bridges. 

"Views" were all-important, and often gaps in 

tree-lines were engineered to provide glimpses of open 

fields. If slopes and hillocks were available, then 
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all i.iDtdr possibilities would be exploited_ to -t;he 

utmost, and grounds oriented to provide pastoral views 

from drawing-room windows. The homestead at· Langley 

we_s situated 11 on a natural rise overlooking the whole 

es~k.atet1, 1 and on Auchenflower, 2 

"The mansion house was situated on the top of 
the terrace overlooking the J:-takaia, with a fine 
viei.·1 of the great Canterbury Plains, and ·t;he 
snowy Southern Alps in the distance. 11 

.Neighbouring estate houses enjoyed similar viet•1s. 

Further inland, M. Ingle Browne's Highbank was situated 

in romantic withdrawl amongst artificial woods on the 

crest of a high terrace of. the Rakaia, and afforded 

similar views. A few miles away, Gorwar homestead, 

an imposing house set amongst the usual "noble II trees· 

and "spacious" lawns, also topped the river bluffs of 

the Rakaia, and from the upper storey windows it was 

possible to gain vistas across the plains to the sea. 

Elsewhere, river banks were utilised to similar 

effect, but only the Rangitata could provide terracing 

as spectacular as the Rakaiae The Moorhouses' home-

stead at Shepherds Bush was on the banks of the 

Rangitata, and set amongst "a glorious natural park" ,3 

covered with "shrubbery, palms, pines and forest trees, 

along which one one side rushed the turbulent Rangitata 

in a confusion of waterfalls, whirlpools and cascades.li4 

Winterslow homestead :possessed quieter views from its 

less dramatic location beside Taylor's Stream. Rivers

dale was built on a terrace, and overlooked the lower 

1 White,''Rec{jrufr", p.64. 

2 .Q;z.£lopedia, p.1-Jf7. 
3 Ha.rp--e·r, B.O .. , ~ Kettle on the Fuschia, Wellington 

1967, :p.25$ 
11 13 II 

L} Nacdnnalrl~ /,i,1<;r'!)J?h;e.L 
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( Canterbury Museum) 
25 .. PASTORAL SCENE. H9P.Murray-Aynsley's suburban 

estate of Riverlaw, in the 'nineties,, Situated 
on the Heathcote river, near Christchurch. Farm 
labourer standing in lane. 
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26. FARMffOUSR OF A PROSPEROUS SMALL: FARMER. The 
homestead of the Blee family, near Waterton. 

( Canterbury Museum) 
27~ COTTAGERS. The Hunt family, dressed in their SlUlday 

best, outside their thatched cob cottage near 
Ash:.burton .. 
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reaches of bhe il.sb.burton which ls.y across wide lc:1..wns 

and fieldso Mount Somers was built on a hillock, 

as was Mount Hutt, while 1 

11 Holmeslee House was situated on a natural 
eminence in the midst of the plain, and commanded 
a .fine view of the surrounding co1-mtryside .. n 

Nearby, Rokeby was situated at the foot of a 

natural rise, which had been planted in woodlands, 

and provided a pleasant view of a wooded slope reflected 

in the waters of an artificial lake .. 

In addition to the beautification of lakes and 

streams, and the ennoblement of views, the country 

houses were surrounded by all the requirements of 

genteel existencee Carefully turfed and trimmed lawns 

were laid down for croquet, tennis, and strolling; 

orchards and greenhouses coaxed apricots, or-§nges a..11.d 

grapes to grow. The temperate climate was naturally 

favourable to strawberry, appl~, plum and cherry. 

Fanciful summer-houses, gazebos, and other such "f'ollies 11 

provided interesting features in gardens, as did 

arbours, covered walkways, rose gardens, avenues, 

ornamental ponds, and the like. All varieties of 

trees flourished in the local climate, and where there 

had been nothing but tussock, flax and cabbage trees 

forty years previously, elms, walnuts, oaks, firs, 

Nontereys and Mar~posas, magnolias, ti-trees, pungas, 

willows, and many other varietiesmaded country house 

lawns .. D'Avigdor wrote of' Canterbury homesteads: 2 

11 solidly built and they have very English
looking gardens, except that the floliers you 
would expect to.see in a greenhouse are growing 

1 QJclopedia, p. 7Y9. 

2 d'Mgdor, !Vrrlv; . ., p.213. 



in the open, and the wattle trees, with their 
blaze of yellow blossom, and their rich, 
sensuous smell, grow as they never attempt to 
in their native land; and weeping willows line 
the river-bank and weep much better than they 
do in dear old England. 11 

The usual lay-out of grounds centred upon a 

B~~terre or formal garden. This was elevated if poss-

ible, and consisted of flat lawns, intricate flowerbed 

arrangements, ornamental stone-work, small flights of 

steps, and urns. The formal garden was bordered either 

by a slope or by the sweep of a gravel carriage drive. 

Beyond it a 11 wiJ.derness" garden would be laid out, 

consisting of woods and shbubberies, with walks formed 

through them, and perhaps an avenue or two affording 

vistas.· Beyond this again was the 11 parkrr, comprising 

.the home pe.ddocks, usually· better plante·a. than most of 

the estate, and provided with styles for strollers. 

A good example of this arrangement were the thirty-acre 

grounds at Longbeach. In the 1890s, after passing 

through the carriage gateway, one drove up a gravel 

drive which passed between two large artificial lakes .. 

Swails and pleasure boats sailed on these. The prospect 

then opened out to show the great house in the centre 

of a broad parterre, around the foot of which the 

carriage drive curved until it climbed up to the ;Qprte 

_sochere,. Sha.llow flights of steps led dm·m from the 

parterr~ to walks leading into the wilderness garden 

of thick groves and plantations~ .An ornamental stream 

flowed through the grounds. A wide avenue faced north-



ward, and providea. beautiful views of the snow-capped 

Alps. 

Springfield was surrounded by fifty acres of 

grounds, and was approached by a semi-circular drive 

with t\'10 formal gateways. This drive curved through 

the wilderness garden ancl then burst dramatically open 

to provide a prospect of the main frontage of the house. 

The p,arterre included tennis and croquet lawns.. One 

frontage with vera..1J.dahs overlooked a formal rose garden, 

another an orchard, and to the rear was a natural 

stream, which had been dammed to form ornamental ponds, 

shaded by willows. A swimming pool was a recent inno

vat;ion.. A.round these grounds were groves of oaks and 

chestnuts, and thicker plantations beyond. The grounds 

on the neighbouring Winchmore estate were similarly 

laid out, with a semi-circular carriage drive entering 

through twin gates, formal parterre in fron·t; of the house, 

stream behind, t·wo tennis courts, rdumps of trees merging 

into thick wilderness garden, and a high hedge delimiting 

the entire grounds. Coldstream was built on a high 

.e,grterre which fell steeply dm,m. to a sunken garden, 

Nith reflecting lakes at the foot, and formal law.as 

studded with park trees beyond. At the opposite end 

of the formal garden was a do:rmered c.ottage-style 

house, bey.and which the view closed, in thick plantations. 

From the entrance front of the homestead formal lawns 

opened directly onto landscaped parkland, with a long 

vista to the mountains. 

the drawing-room .. 

Sheep grazed within sight of 
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Windermere was approached by t\'/0 formal avenues, 

with carriage drives· dm,m the centre .. These afforded 

glimpses of the lake, before they turned suddenly to 

reveal the house. J.A. Holmes's house was surrounded 

by two hundred acres of oak and other deciduous wood-

lands. The forty-five acres of grounds 1,•1hich enclosed 

MontaJ,to included a beautiful larch avenue. In the 

grounds of Clarewell, where a large artificial lake 

including a planted island had been formed, de Cartaret 

Malet enjoyed sailing on a small yacht, smoking cigars 

the 1,,;hile. A writer noted that at Holmeslee "the 

grounds are laid out and planted with great taste, and 

the avenue runs. down to the main road .. Excellent taste 

has been exhibited also in laying out the garden and 
A 

orchard. 11 · 1 An English writer listed the charms of 

Acton as including, 11 a well laid out a11d beautifully 

kept flower garden, a.fine orchard in perfect order 

a small-lake, extensive and well-kept plantations, 

a tennis court, and altogether everything which even 

a fastidious town gentleman could desire." 2 

0 0 e 

.Another writer described ... Uford as situated "·within 

an enclosure of tall deciduous trees, while inside these 

again are many choice and well grown trees and shrubs 

of different varieties. In front is a large and well 

kept lawn and a number of flower beds." The house was 

described as "a well-appointed, well built, exceedingly 

comfortable and pleasant looking place of abode, and 

11 _Cyclopedia, P· 71?'1. 

2 Guardian, 1 December 1894. 
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the trees that surround it not only afford shelter on 

all sides, but add very considerably to the effecti of 

a charming country residence. 11 There was a 11 very pretty 

artificial lake", containing three islands, and on it 

tvw pleasure boats were kept. 

"Leading from the house through an avenue of 
trees is a broad walk or carriage drive, snd 
through the entrance gateway and an opening 
in the trees is obtained a view of a most lovely 
and enchanting bit of mountain scenery •~e At 
different times of the year this mountain scenery 
presents many beautiful phases, but it must be 
seen on a clear winter's morning to be viewed in 
its very perfection of loveliness." 1 

Two orchards were kep-t; at Alford, an ornamental 

stream ran through the grou._nds, and the banks of the 

la.1<:e and islands in it were studded with weeping willows. 

At Lagmhor a birch avenue ·approached the homestead 

grounds .from one side, and an oak a.venue, with an entrance 

lodge and gateway, swept up from another .. Artificial 

waterways flowed through the grounds, and the house was 

probably surrounded by more lawns for croquet, tennis, 

golf, polo, and aesthe-t;ics than any other in the county. 

Even the smallest estates supported large grounds. At 

Ohinemuri, the house was surrounded by eight acres of 

formal grounds, with park beyond, and Westerfield was 

famous for the beauty of its grounds and lakes. 

At every other country house in the county the 

pattern was repeated. As the Wason's, Todhunters, 

Maclean Buckleys, and Nurray-.Aynsleys drove up their 

tree-lined avenues, past gates and lodges, they entered 

shady grounds, spacious homesteads, and a tranquil, 

easy ,iorld sheltered from the outside., It was the 

.,.l Weekly Press, 13 August '1886. 
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nearest approximation to upper--cla.ss British country 

life that this colonial gentry could attain$ The 

presiding genius was often the station lady, who recalled 

English 12arterres, and who supervised the recreation of 

t;hese within the thick belts of pines and gums planted 

originally to provide shelter against the norwester. 

By the 'eighties and 'nineties, thanks to the rapid 

growth of exotic trees in•New Zealand, most homestead 

grounds had matured. They were an important anchor of 

the gentry's "British"ness. 

Social Life. 

Chamier spoke of country life in nineteenth·century 

Canterbury as one in which 1genial sociability generally 

prevailedn, and in which "a multitude of social gaieties" 

occupied much of the time of the gentry. He noted that; 

11Parties, picnics, and concerts were got up on 
the spur of the moment; friends would 'drop in' 
uninvited, and sometimes a whole troop of young 
people would mal{e a raid on some unsuspecting 
neighbour and take the house by storm, when the 
rooms would have to be cleared for a c1ance on the 
shortest possible notice.. Riding parties 1.vere 
especially in vogue, as everyone rode in those 
days, and the open character of the country 
offered every inducement for that bracing exercise, 

It, was a sort pf patriarchal existence in 
modern life ••• with the charm of civilised 
society ••• " 

The landm,mers of the period "valued the li.f e of 

the small community, enriched as it ·was by its well

understood relatiionships, its cricket and racing clubs, 

'its shared claret, burgundy and red kaludah, and by 

that 1'keen insight,.,.,. and civilising influence of 

~ women',. 112 

1 Chamier, S,~en , pp.105-6, 
2 1~ :::;; 1 _

1'Jr1~r.1e ,,;\C~,;,J;,~' o .. ✓142: refer:.cing ·bo -Sir a·obn Hall .. 
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At the tame time, there was an artificiality and 

brittleness to this life, where people 11 strove after 

social distinction, and gave themselve~ aristocratic 

airs .. · They aped the Parisian fashions, · kept up . 

artificial appearances, practised Old-i~Jorld .foibles, 

and got monstrously· into debt. ,,1· It 1.;1as a society of 

.• juxtaposed hospitality and frigidity of customs. Many 

of the gentry families were praised for the former. 

It was de_rigeur.to entertain fellow gentry ~requently. 

The Griggs were noted for their 11.free,_open-handed 

· hospitali ty11 ~ 2 the Elmslies were reputed to have "had 
..,. 

a sincere °love o.f hospitality11 ,.? W.S. Peter was called 

"generous-hearted and genial in disposition", and his 
. . . . . . . •. 4· :. . .· . . . .. 

_home t1was sought by the cultured 1!, and the Moorhouses 

were spoken o.f as people "with whom for generous kindness 

and hospitality, few could compare. It :was a real 

treat to pass awa:y time in such a lov:.ely locality and 

with such friends. 11 5 But the same people observed a 

strict formality of conduct in which conventions ''were 

observed and any deviation from the orthodox was frowned 

upon. 0 It was generally ''impossible .for mo~al lapses 

and irregular. affairs to occur in the .. social set vri thout 

gossiping and eyebrow lii'ting. 116 

1 Chamier, ~iNin -.,. , p .197. 
2 Brown, A-shbu.rfavt ' p.9._. 
3 Elmslie, EJ,.,,~le • , p .61. 

4 Dunlop ;As-hbv.r-f<1/) 1'. 
,, II . 

5 Ma.cdonal<l, 11i6_r~¥h;e-s:': 
6 Rolleston, R .. , William~~ Rolieston, Wellington, 

1971 , p .. 124. 
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Such 0.off'lfPn+,; 0u0 l. behaviour was reflected in 

dress and_ etiquette. The gentry usually 11 dressed 

punctiliously, the women wearing out their old ball 

dresses for dinner.at home and the men changing in-t;o 
• • 4 , •• •• 

dinner jackets .. n1 ,J.. Deans of Waimarama was 11 an 

unusual mixture of modern ideas and extreme conservatism" 

wno wore the same, highly.formal dress in all circum-: 

stances, but on the other hand 11 was al-ways- ready to 

adopt the very latest in farming methods and farming 
' 

machj_nery. 112 A.E. Peac_he appears to have been fastid-

ious in his dress. He had his riding breeches made 

to order in London, and ensured that his shirts were 

the best quality available& His biographer notes 

th2 .. t in his· papers nthere are several letters. of 

complaint to his tailor about his suits, patterns of 

t·weed submitted to him being 'too loud a check', and 

annoyance that his instructions to put bone buttons on 

his coats had been disregarded."3 J.L. Coster was 

always immaculately dressed, and wore a silk hat and 

frock coat with silk handkerchief in his pocket.. He 

also drove an elegan·t brougham .. 4 Ladies described 

their dress in letters; one wrote:5 

_"I a.m more and mqre delightecl with my dainty 
green muslin which I am going to \;Tear at-- a 
party at Longbeach on Wednesday,. I have trimmed 
a becoming green straw hat•with some of the 
cream lace ..... 3.nd black ostrich plumes .. " 

1 Ibi~ p .. 123 · 
2 Dean~,,. Pion~er-.. , , p.125~ 

3 Gray, <k,dlldJs,, p.119. 
Macdonald.' ,, 1],d:raph:u: 

5 Studholme MSS, . _ , Mrs J., Studholme II to 
Studholme I, dated 4 February ( no yet:<,. :/ve.n 

:Mrs J., 
) " 
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Formality combined with an open-ha..-rided, generous 

hospitality to their own kind, marked the social 

customs of the gentryo 

weave of' social intercourse was "visiting11 ; or .. 

"calling" on other gentry families. This often.became 

extended over .. days or even weeks~ · Calling ··i-ias ·active 

amongst both sexes, although the narrow form;a.lity of 

the. institution,·as practised- in Christchurch drawing

rooms, with cards and regulated times, was eschewed :Ln 

the country. Visiting was often impromptu, and often· 

dragged out into several days. At most hours of the 

day brightly painted carriages or groups- of well ·t;urned 
.. . 

out riders would clatter down the dusty r·oads to 

11drop in" on neighbouring gentlefolk. The. assiduity 

of the visiting instinct is revealed by their transport .. 

In September, 1890, C.G. Hawdon's estate possessed three 

carriages - one large state- carriage ·with a :J:'~-t.ractable 

hood, seating six, a smaller two-seater carri{;lge, ·, and 

a single.:.seated Ahl:>ot ·buggJT.1 The Chisnalls kept a 

more modest; establishment at; Ohinemuri, including a 

gig, and a large-four-in-hand which seated nine in 

comfort, and ___ was _ _'1very styi:i,.phu-• .2.: · . i'he Wrights owned 

two carriages at Windermere; as did the de-Ca:z:,taret 

Halets at Clarewell. .Amongst the Whites' carriages 

at Langley was a· smart hooded phae·ton. 3 .. J ~ Ballantyn_e_ 

possessed a stable of fine carriage horses, and always 

insisted that his coaches be driven at a speed of at 

1 Guardian., 12 September "I 890, 
. "N .L II 2 Chisnall, o,e-.r ~ 

3 "Q d ,, Whit;e, /.e-cor-v~ , p .. 64. 
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least twelve miles an hour0 'Most families seem to have 

maintained t·wo establishments of vehicles, one in town, 

and one in the country·, as did the Morrows at Montalto · 

and Dalriada~ The Peaches, on the other.hand, usually 

hired a landau when they _were in town. The roads in 

the county \1ere good by ·contem:po:c>ary standards,·· but 
~ . -- - . . . - . ·. ' . . ' . . ' , - . ~ 

accidents in car:c>iages occasionally occurred, as when 

"Mr. Donald McLean and Brackshaw, the groom who·was driving 

him, met ·with a rather se:c>ious accident" one evening 
. . 

when returning from Ashburton to Lagmhor. 

o:f the harness" gave wa:y, the car:c>iage overturned, and 

''Mr McLean fell on his head and was rendered insensible 

for some time. 01 

The gentry families employed these carriages to 

keep up an intimate contact with_ one another, meeting; 

talking, walking, playing, eating, and drinking with one 

another. The g,egree of.class homogeneity was strong. 

_The long list of visitors and callers entertained by the 

Pe ache family of. Mou...rit Somers shows this .. One.day in 
, . 

1890 a letter axrived from C.G. Tripp, a landowner in a 

neighbou:c>ing county, inviting the Peaches to sp·end a 

weekend.there. 2 Soon after, the family drove up country 

to visit Mount Possession station, and picked 'cherries 

in their host's orchard. A few days afterwards, "Mr 

Mathias stayed11 for a night.3 When the family moved down 

to· stay at Vale·tta, there was a large· number of- ·visitors, 

'1 Guardian, 1 February 1892 .. 
2 Gray, Qu.;e.f Hdls: , p .. 103. 

3 1 Ibid., p.104~ Mathias' initial is uncertain, but he 
- was one of· the sons of Archdeacon o. Mathias., _ a 

prominent "squatter pa.rs on 11 • 
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including the Harpers from Hackthorne, Vernon Musgrave 

(a high_ country landowner), the Camerons of Springfie•ld, 

the Peters of Anama, the -Stracheys from Maron.an, and 

G~A. Maclean Buckley from tagmhor: - ali. large- landowners'!. 

They returned to Mount Somers, where visitors 

-inc~:ude~ F.B .. ~e:~n1:;s_ and r1is~ Den~i-s 1 f\':1-b:cey Cox, 

Ver·non Musgrave, Beauchamp Lane, Miss Ford,· W.P .. 

Kellock, J. Grigg, F •. de Cart.aret Malet, "Captain 

Greenstreet 11 , J. Brabazon, the Lascelleswith their 

children and servants' H. Tripp' Percy Cox, .and many 

o-bhers, almost all ef whom can be identified as 

members.of large landowning families, mostly in Ash

burton county.1 a Some of the Peaches' guests are 

unidentifiable;. two interesting entries in the station 

diary show that, although 11 open.house 11 was religiously 

pursued, it was not always accompanied by .an internal 

grace. On 30 May, 1893, a diary entry reads, "Bald 

headed old R and his jabbering old Dutch arrived -
th . . 1f 

is. evening •••. After a comfortable stay of four 

days, the guests departed, and Pe ache noted, "That 

vulgar old brute R and his old .hag of a wife left -
this morning, thank goodness. u2 

Duncan Cameron's problems with visitors seem to 

have been more wearying. He was one of the few 

Ashburton :Landowners who had risen :from compiete obscur

it;y to- gr·eat wealth and prominenc-e, and this rise· had 

resulted largely from his care-, astuteness,· and- long 

1 Ibid., p,, 106. 

'I a Ibicl, · pp .. 111, 121,125,159, 144.. 11Capt. Greenstreet" 
is unidentifiable, but was a friend of de Cartaret 
Malet, and possibly· C .. H .. Greenstreet, former mm.er 
of Ring·wood estate, Ashburton Forks., 
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hours of personal supervision of far·m work .. These 

habits continued with him .. His protlem arose from his 

·wife, who was a tvivacious, sociable w_oman and had 

· s~cial ambition~-. n1 She shared the _obscurity of her.

husband•s ·origins, and having entered: ~h~_gentry, was 

_ determined_ to- become a .leading hos·t;ess,. ·.A' biographeIF 

~emembered staying at Springfield in the period.1 · 

11There would be :ten or twe.lve visitors staying 
in.the house and dinner was an affair; every
one had to change and men put on white shirts •. 
Duncan Cameron would come infrom the harvest 
field exhausted, being then an old mal'.l, and_ 
change into his dinner jacket. As the meal 
p~ogressed one could see.his head nodding and 
nodding and finally.fall with a jerk which would 
wake him.. He would look round surreptitiously 
to see if he had been caught out." 

In spite of these strains,_ the visiting pat:tern _ . 

flourished. The papers of C.F. Todhunter of Westerfield 

reveal a busy life of visiting and being visited. One 

letter to his brother, for instance, mentions that 

nHatfield arrived here last evening; you can. r.ely on 

hi.:3 getting much entertained durtng your absence. 112 

Ed·ward Dobson of Ilesworth· came to stay for· a few days 

at the same time. Botl:l men were of unequiy_oq_a;;l. social_ 

status. Entries taken from the 1896 diary can provide 

further illustration: 

"30th Jan., Mr and-Mrs Arthur Somervi:O.S (of 
The Terraces, near Methven) calledq 

,3rd March, F .. de c. Malet· (of Clarewell), and 
T.T. Ford called. (Ford was from Hrs Feache 's · 
family, of.Ringwood, near Christchurch.) 

22nd November Fine day. Mr and ~,rs Har~er 
_ (of Hackthorne) came to dinner. M(argaret) 
E(llen) T(odhunter) end R(obert) T(odhunter). 
went for a drive in the morning •. 

1 Macdonald, 11 Bi'd3"0.l°h:es<' 
2 Todhunter-·M.s.S, Letter Book, ·c.-F:TaJhw,iet- ·h; ·'J.£.&i.li,.vifetv, 

tP r_e-br1,<a:J /gq/ •. 
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26th November, Mr and Mrs Buckle_y (of Lagmhor) 
called in the afternoon. Buckley announced that 
he, Musgrave, and Lascelles are to leave for 
Patagonia on 24th Dec. -~• 
_ 12th December, Hrs Harper and·. small boy here. 

- · 17·bh Decem1:>er, M.E .. T., A(nne) -G .. T(odhunter); 
and Miss Randall (who·was staying at Westerfield) 
went to Mrs Harper's in afternoon. 
18th December, Miss T(odhunter), Miss A.G.T. 

and Miss Randall went_ to Lagmhor. Nobody. at hom~. 
· 20th December, · Cecil Williams and F.. Clari.dge 
called in afternoon. Miss T., A.G.T. and Miss R. 
to Church in afternoon~ - · · 

22nd December, Edgar Stead (of Ilam) arr .. with 
- C.F. T(odhunter) from Ashburton. 

23rd December, Mrs Harper and two boys here. 11 1 

In all the homesteads across the county, this 

activity was repeated. The W. Chisnalls of Ohinemuri, 

one writer noted., -11 had joyous weekend gatherings of 

friends and neighbours" staying at their house. 2 r---Irs 

J. Elmslie was an enthusias:J;ic calier, and 0 when visiting 

friends in the country she rode t}:lere and back on horse

back, carrying her evening clothes in a valise in front 

of the saddle·. u3 One day A. Strachey ''took a party of 

friends for a long drive" in his four-horse carriage, 

. and drove to the Harpers' in the course of it, where 
. . . 4 

there was a garden party, Mrs Jo Studholme II 

frequently wrote letters such as the following: 

11 We-have scarcely been without visitors·for 
many weeks, and shall not be alone for some 
time to come; it all helps to make the place 
.very cheerful and bright and now I have such 
nice servants ..... 11 5 

Another time she noted t;hat 11 the Aire;:1y-Watsons 

have just left us and-look a gooci deal better, 116 

1 Ibid., . N. Z. Rough Diary, 1896. - -
2 TrJrown, AshbuAo,,,--, , p.117. 
3 Elmslie, Om.r-1:e . ; .p.53o 
4 yfeekly Pres~, 21 November 1.890. 

5 Studholme MSS, , 4 Mrs J .. Btudholme II to f:'l..l:'S 
J .. Studholme I, 14 J.i'ebruar:r 1898© 

6 Ibid-, 16 Febru;=irv 1qoo. 



325 

(they had bee11 sco.,yiu16 at Coldstream to benefit their 

health), and another letter mentions -that their friend, 

"Colonel Dalgety is here, enjoying the garden which is 

.l·ooki:ng .quit.e lovel;y_ just now._ 11 1 .. 

In 1890, Athole Murray-Aynsley wro·t;e to urlfy dear 

Sir John 11 .Hall, from Mount Hutt, s~ying.that, 2 

. · 11 t•ie were ail disappointed that you d"id·· not pay- .. - . 
us a visit on· Saturday, even if you bad·not stayed 
the nigh'~- we· ·should have been sci glad if you 
had come in to lunch •. We though we would be 
sure to ·see -something of you, for Mother and I 
were at the homestead all day and ·t;he girls had 
afternoon tea on the Island, so when you did not 
turn up here and they were late coming hom:e we 
concluded that you had at least been entertained 
by them, and were very sorry to find thay had 

. only_ seen the 9uggy in the distance. 
- - - Mother says· she hopes however you will conie in 

to lunch on·your way to or from .Methven if you 
pass this way. We cannot uni'ortunately get a 
letter to you before you leave Hororata on Tu.es-

. day but we shall hope to see you sometime when 
you pass.": · · 

Hospitality was extended to· the _clergy. The 

Wrights at_ Winclermereregularly entertained their parson, 

the Rev. E.H. Wyatt •. The diary of the Rev.·Henry 

Williams. mentioned a three-day stay with the Griggs at 

Longbeach in the winter of 18820 He \'J?,S met at the 

railwey station _by J. Grigg. in a carriage, and wrote: 3 

· 11·we had· a ten--mile drive in· the· dark with a 
sharp air in our faces,but not unpleasant. We 
got to-Longbeach at 6.30. There were such a 
lot of lad.ies that I felt quite staggered at 
first, but found they nearly all belonged to the 
family. Mrs Grigg was· very pleasant and did 
not allow the conversation to flag 7 · so we got 
along very nicely.u 

1 Ibid., 10 Decembe:r;- 1899~ 
2 .Hall Papers,1890, .Athoie Murra.y-

.Aynsley. to Sir John Hall, 2J ,V,J',v-'"lu-- F?'lO. 

3 Stevens' Gr0sl· ' the year is 1882. 
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The diary of E$RGChudleigh contains similar passage3 

showing how a good deal of the life of the landed gentry 

,~ms whiled away in thE; houses of neighbours. One 
. 1 

Autumn he recorded, 

"May 10th. Went to the ball (held by a family• 
in the next county} and enjoyed-it •. 

May 15th. Went to Mount Peel (J.B_ .. A. Aoland's 
estate in Geraldine county).Mrs Percy Uox is 
staying here during the holidays,. She had_ Ruth, 
Lilly, Emily-Sand.ford and baby (the Cox party 
was from Ashburton). Of the Acland chil<l;ren 
Johnny, Mary, Henry, Harry, Bessie, Emily, and 
may be more; two Miss Pennys; Mr Hare and his 
brother;· Ben Moorhouse (of Shepherds Bush); 
Henry Blakiston; Alex Hatfield; a young Williamsj 
Mytton the-manager and Miss Neuth the Acland's 
governess and myself not to mention many that 
came and went every dey. 
· r-1ay 16th. :Mrs Tripp turned up. More fun. 

May 17th.·· Much fun indeed .. 
May 18th .. Notwithstanding many inches of snow 

Mrs Cox and Mr Hare with 8 of the girl children 
started .for Ch.Ch. in driving snow. 18 miles to 
the Rangitata station. 

June 4th. Enys and I went to the Ashburton. 
We drive to Griggs (Longbeach) tomorrow. · 

June 5th. Went as far as Longbeach road by 
train and then drove ten miles in a dogcart. 
· June -6th,. A perfect deluge; no mqving out of 
the·house. 0 

liith twenty-four people staying together in a 

country house, more arriving daily for-visi~s, and all 

enjoying "much fUJ.i. inde.ed", life for hosts and hostesses 

must have- been ·strenuous, but · certainly justifies -

generalisations that have been made about the scale of 
, 

hospitality in landed families. It was also common for 

gentry families to make 11driving tours" through the 

countryside, and _stay .for a day· or .. t,,,o with several gentry 

families in turn. For instance, a few years a.fte-r the . 

period being dealt with in this work, the Peaches went 

1 · - Richards, Cliudle.!gb , · the year is· 1878 ,- pp .. 268-9. 
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on a driving tour of five days, staying at the country 

houses of other landowners on the way .. On the firs:t 

. nigh:t; they were at Mount -·Hutt, after driving -25 miles·· - · · 

in a leisurely fashion, and.stopping·:ror afternoon tea 

with :friends on the way.- On ~he second-day they 
. . . 

lunched at·The Point·estate of the Phillips family in 

the next county, and slept.at Baldon, 23 miles from 
Mount Hutt., On the third day they drove to Racecourse 

Hill, sixteen miles away, where they spent another night 

and on the fourth day drove theirty miles back towa:r;ds 

ho~e _, an¢!, st;?,yed pJ1e nigh-ti at Blackford •.. Finally, 

after a long period of "fine, bright" days, the weather 

broke, and they drove the 26 miles back to Mount Somers 

in show·ery rain.1 

Another year, Mrs J. Studholme I v.rrote that2 

_ 11We went last week a little tour of calls and 
slept at Lagmhor where the Buckleys were very 
nice and hospitable. 11 

Mrs Alic~ Moorhouse wrote from Shepherds Bush on 

another occasion,3 

0 I had such a nice holiday at the time of Emmy's 
wedding (one of the Moorhouse girls). I went 
"t;o ·stay ~dth everyone I knovi down· south : ~; 11 · · · 

She went on to hope that her correspondent-• s 

(:Mrs Studholme 1s) children were coming to stay at 

Shepnerds Bush for the Christmas holidays, as- (she wrote) 

0 _I expect Walter McAlpine for half the holiday". In. 

addition, she hoped, uTom Wigley will bring all his 

family up to us for Christmas", and 

"we expect the Peters also as J:.'.Irs Peter and 

"l Grr-ry, Q.J..;e.f H,li~· ., po 196* 
2 .Studholme MSS, Mrs J .. Studholme·II to Mrs 

J,,, ,8t;udholme I, 6 November ·1899 .. 
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her two younger daughters have gone to stay 
with her mother in Australia. Mary a..'1.d I we:c·e 
over at the Cha1.•1e·s Harpers• about a week ago; 
we stayed the night and me wanted Mary to go 
and stay a lit;tle while with her as she will 
help her with her singing ••• Edward has been 
in Christchurch for the races .... 11 

_ .Lµter their marriage, the Elmslies t·rent on a tour 

of rural districts in North Canterbury,. staying with . 

the. J. Nacfarlanes _at Coldstream. (near Rangiora}, the 

D. Rut~erfords at Les~ie Hills, the Jo Douglas family_ 

at Br.oomfield (near .,'\.mberley), the Walter Macfarlanes 

at Kaiwara, and the Rev. and Mrs William Campbell at 
. 1 

Waiau Manse. 

In addition to this intimate linkage by means of 
. . - -- -- --

visiting and calling, more formal social contacts link-

ed the gentry group together. Dances, evening 
·. 

concerts, charades,· croquet parties and the like were 

supplemented by traditional rµral parties such as 

~ionics, riding parties, hunts, and coursing~ Dinners 
-

were an indispensable means of social intercourse and, 

after visiting,the most frequently indulged~ 
... 

Meals~! fresco were just as popular - especially 

.. on festive occasion:s .. On Christ_mas Day, 1892,_ for 

e~ample, the Todhunter _family-took advantage of the 
. .. 

"Fine hot day" to eat the usual Christmas dinner in 

the orchard, where they also took their tea later in 
' 2 the day. The Peaches went further afi.eld for their 

Christmas dinner in 1895, when they drove to Wright's 

Hill with the Peter family from Anama. and enjoyed a 

3 (p .. 327) Ibid., Alice Moorhouse to _Mrs J.. St-udllolme I 
22November 1888. 

1 Elmslie, EIMs/,'e. , p .. 53. 
2 Tod.hunter r1SS, N~Z- Rough Diary; '1892 ❖ 
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picnic O Picnics ·were also popular without arry partic- · 

ular excuse .. The Peaches often picnicked at local 

beauty.spots with friends, at the :c.iver, Alford ForE3st, 

or in the hills. ·On one of these _picnics; being held 

by the Herrings at Alford, A.E. Peache drove with his 

wife and sons, in one carriage,· -t;he daughters in a 

second, and "four yoµ.ng men on horseback11 as outriders.1 

Other outdoor activities were popular. The Moor-

houses frequently gave tennis _parties at Shepherds 

Busho One March, E.R. Chudleigh's diary noted that, 2 

11 :Mrs Acland, Agnes, Ruth and myself drove to 
the Moorhouses iihere there was a large 
gathering of over 40 people, cricket and lawn 
tennis and dancing. Mable Potts (daughter of 
T.IL. Potts) and I versus Agnes and Hr Waid. 
We conquered,." 

He also mentioned one July that3 

11.Mabel and I rode to Shepherds Bush. We found 
five Miss Moorhouses and Miss Peter there and 
we had endless games of.tennis and then rode 
back home again to·Mt Peel. The day was glorious 
and we were all very bright .. " 

Croquet parties occurred frequently, and in one 

letter a station lady mentioned that 11 several croquet 

parties 11 were coming up in the near future in the 

neighbourhood, and that she was herself 11 going to give 

a little croqnet party next week .. 114 

Musical functions were another popular diversion. 

A .. E. Peache wrote in a letter, "I drove the three girls 

ove:v :to a concert at Anama last week.u 

1 Gray, C2.-r.t'J-/-l,i/r:, p .. 1737 

2 Richards, Cli.v.d./e/gh ,. , p .. 276 o 

3 Ibid., p .. 300. 

4 Studholme MSS, Mrs J,, Studholme II to Mr 
J.. Stud ho lme · I, 18 February 1900 .• 
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After the concert, the family drove the seven 

miles back to Mount Somers, arriving home at 1 ._OOam, 

· "which was rather -late- ·for the girls,. '-'-1 -The ·StudhoJ:mes 

held musical JlOirees at Cfoldstream; ·and· one time t,-rrs 

Studholme wrote, 2 

nr expect.we shall have about 90 people, Mrs 
Rich (of Lowcliffe), Ted Grigg (of Akaunui), 
and Dorothy Rolleston will I hope be singing 
and a few local celebrities. If Jack's (Studholme) 
cold is better he will sing one and make bis 
debut." 

In addition-to formal evening concerts, impromptu 

musical evenings were often got up, in an age when it 

was necessary for every 11finished 11 ·woman to possess some 

competence in music. Nany men prized music too, and 

most could find some commo.ri. musical ground. Whether·· 

it was a Mozart sonata or a popular song from 11 The 

Mikado"., 

other entertainments occurred. For one period, 

it seems that the main entertainment was charades, 11 ·which 

were very popular. Some evenings the (Peache) family 

drove to Anama where ·they all took part in the amusement, 

and sometimes the Peter family came to Mo~t So~~rs arid 

performed there. 11 3 At other times, a whole chain of 

receptions would be set in action when some distinguished 

visitor or another arrived in the county and made a 

progress through the homes of the gentryo In February, 

1893, for instance, the social column of the ~ekly· Press 

'1 Gra.y, (},,,._i'a.f fldlr, p. /23 A 

2 s·tudholme MSS, Mrs J.. Studholme II to Mrs _J. 
Studholme I; "Coldstream Thursday night 11 • 

3 _Gray, Q<-IJ:!,f tt'lh , p .. 126. 
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noted tha·t Lord and Lady Hopetoun with Lord Northesk 

and Mr Ralstoun made a tour of ·the county.. Lord Hope

toun was later Governor General o:f Australia.. . -The 
' - . . 

_party -stayed first tdth t;he Griggs at Longbeach, ·where· 

"Mr Grigg will be able to show his guest·s a harvest 

scene such as they never saw be.f.'oreu.1 Lady Hopetoun 

was met by the Cathcart Wason's carriage and 11 then 

proceeded to Corwar",: while the remainder of the suite 

travelled to Springfield, where they were entertained 

by the Camerons. They finally met together at Corwar, 
II 

11 where they ·were entertained by Mr and Mrs Wason. 

Some days later, after· a similar progress through 

neighbouring counties, 11:Mr and rJJrs John Deans•, of 

Riccarton, entertained Lord and Lady Hopetoun and 

several of · their friends at a sumptuous luncheon on· 

\'lednesday, after which sightseeing was again resorted 

to. 112 Whenever a viceregal party travelled through 

the country, the same reception by the gentry occurred .. 

In,"1890., for example, the Griggs entertained the 

Governor and his suite· at Longbeach for four days,3 

and again in 1894, when "His Excellency the Governor, 
. . . . ~ 

Lady Glasgow, Lady Augusta Boyle, Miss Wauchope, and 

Captain Clayton .... will be the guests of Mr John Grigg, 

Longbe~ch, probably until 'I1hursday.., 114 In 1898, the 

Studholmes were debating whether to entertain the Duke· 

1 Guardian, 10 February 1893. 

2 };ieekly Press, 23 ll'ebruary 1893, and Guardian, 13 
Fetruary 1893. . 

3 Guardia_n, 30 September 1890 •. 

4 1J2ig., 29 January 1894. 
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and Duchess of York on their projected tour of Austral-

asia .. Mr.s J. Studholme II wrote that her mother 

"knows the Duchess pretty well ••• I think she is· 
1 . . . . 

rather· heavy and· st"tl.Ck up but· he very easy to entert•ain,. n 

But above ail, the gentry loved to dance and hold 

balls .. s., Crawford in her .,?he~£ ~ Sheepmen .,<2! gant~rbu;;z 

painted a picture of how a landed gentleman transormed 

himself i~to, 2 . 

11the evening exquisite of the nineteenth century 
- to adopt an eccentric collar and white tie, 
to adorn himself with a pair. of 8-ij: v;hite kid 
gloves - to engage himself for a galop - to 
'believe the next dance was his waltz' - to 
t~lk quadrille talk - to walk arm in arm 
nowhere, and appear radiantly happy about 
nothing and more than this no rush with ices, 
and eat and drink rolled turkey, champagne --
and ornamental jelly and game pie a.~d.tipsy 
cake, and lobster salad." 

Race days, hunts, regattas, and sports meetings 

almost always ended in balls which 11 amongst the social 

set, were perhaps the most popular form of entertainment~" 

One year the Guardian noted .that the August hunt .ball_ 

held in Ashburton was 11 the ball of the season". · Orie -

hundred dancers, including 11 the youth and beauty of 

the place" danced in masquerade costumes until 4.00am. 

The "scene was a brilliant onen, and dances included 

11 the graceful French cotillon, which has taken quite 

a hold in Ashburton. 11 The Buckleys of Lagmhor were 

generous hosts, and often provided balls and dances for 

the gentry .. The social climax of the Lagmhor year was 

1 

2 

3 

otudholme MSS, : . Mrs J. Studholme II to Mrs 
J. Studholme I, 12 June 1898. 
Crawford, She.R.prnen , p.113. 
Rolle st on, 12oile.d"YJ t p. 24. 
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was the annual harvest ball, when the carriages of 

guests would be lit by blazing stacks of straw along 

eight miles of road from t,he homestead. A dangerous, 

but 11picturesque 11 practice. Other ga·therings were 

frequently held .. One was described by a. social 

correspondent in 1893.1 

"Last Thursday Mr and Mrs G.A~:M. Buckley 
entertained a number of their friends at 
Lagmhor. The invitations were for tennis 
in the afternoon and dancing in the evening. 
Unfortunately it was showery all day, so 
tennis had to be postponed. 11 

At the ball in the evening 11 the musici·ans sat 

in a perfect littie bower of evergreens •. Mr Fleming's 

music, ·was as usual, perfect. u 

On another occasion it was reported that, 2 · 

"Last Monday afternoon I"Irs Studholme gave the 
first of a series of dancing afternoons. It 
was a fine day and the rooms were crowded. 
There was some very enjoyable singing. Mrs 
Burn sand two Italian songs very sweetly 
indeed; ¢Mrs Haslam also was in good voice. 
Mr T. Acland sang a very pretty song quite 
new to me, and of which I could not catch the 
name, in h.is usual finished style,. Hr H. 
Reeves also sang, and when the music was over 
we all went to the dining-room and danced. 
It is a lovely room for a good spin, it is 
so long and :the floor perfection. We danced 
in our hats and bonnets, our jac~ets ... and, no, 
not parasols, we put them out of sight first, 
but we did not discard our muffs. ·It is odd 
what fun there is in this daylight, or rather 
twilight dancing, for the rooms were not 
brightly lit, and no one, unless they took 
some trouble to ascertain, could tell how 
often one danced with the same partner ••o" 

A less flattering picture was painted by Edith 

Lyttleton, who described an evening pal.'ty held at 

1 ~;'J~ekiy.Press, 28 August 1893 .. "r•1r Fleming's" initial 
is unknown .. 

2 Ibid., 25 July 1890. 
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11 Bendemeer 11 (ac·tually her father• s Rokeby) in the 

'nineties" Guests include the "nasty old witch" 

Lady Lovel, with "fat raddled cheeks and her simpering 

at the young fellows over a fan of purple feathers 11 , 

the austere Sir Peregrine Lovel who 0 put up his eye

glasses with an air", 11 a lean enveloping Emily 11 , a 

11·pink, cushiony Lindan, a "Sophia rushing with foot

stools and cushi'6ns 11 , and1 

1•Too manyyoung people; too much noise and 
colour; far too much Darien in saffron silk 
and diamonds, laughing, jolting, pervading 
everything••• None of. this generation ~ew 
how to behave in the presence of their elders, 
thought Peregrine, staring alaofly at flushed 
faces, white shoulders, black sleeves crushing 
together round the piano where (his grandson) 
was going to sing ••• n 

The local gentry also travelled into neighbouring 
f 

counties from time to time to attend social· events •. 

In January, 1893,·a 11 most delightful dance was given 

by Mrs (Sarah) Elworthy of Pareora, on the 5th, when 

over 100 persons ·were present.rt_ Some families, such 

as the Whites of Langley, and the Studholmes of Cold

stream, had travelled down from Ashburton for this 
. 2 occasion. 

The wealthy and well-bred of the county also met 

to honour the great turning-points in one ano·bher 's 

lives, weddings and funerals. The social columns 

reported two such events in one month. 

was when3 

The first 

"Mr J .. C~N. Grigg and his bride returned from 

1 Lanc;ste~, Pl'd,nentde , pp.462-63. 
2 tikA{.,, 'Perr 112 January 189 3. 
3 y1eekly Press, 1 May 1891. 
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their honeymoon on Friday last.. They were met 
at the Ashburton station by a number of friends, 
and a i'our-in-hand being in waiting, they were 
driven to Longbeach, a.nd on their arrival home 
were accorded a most hearty welcome. The 
occasion was clebrated in the-evening by a·ball 
.... The room was prettily decorated with ever
greens &c., and illuminated with Chinese lanterns 
while over the seats occupied by Mr and Mrs Grigg 
was the word 'Welcome' in a nicely designed 
motto. 11 

Representatives of most of the gentry families of 

the district graced the ballroom floor tocelebrate and 

toast this, the second John Grigg. 

Soon after, there was a long obituary of the Hon. 

w., Spence Peter; fvl.L.C • ., of A.nama, with a description 

of his funeral. A special train broughimourners from 

Ashburton borough, and almost all of .those listed in 

the newspaper were·gentry: B·I':1• Moorhous~ II, Major 

W.J. Steward, J. Grigg, J.C.N-. Grigg, J. Studholme, 

Colonel J .. Studholme II, the Hon. W.C. Walker, G.P .. 

Murray-Aynsley, A.Acland, DoMorrow, G.A. Maclean Buckley, 

E .. Herring, 11r1r Moorhouse 11 , A.Harrison, C.J. Harper, 
- ,. 

CoM. Strachey, E.F. Wright, and A.McFarlane. 1 " The 

. death of 11 the late Mrs Jane Peter (relict of ·the Hon .. 

w.s~ Peter) of Anama11 occurred four years later, and 

attracted similar attention. A special train brought 

mourners ·to her funeral, which was II attemled by a very 

large number o.f the friends of the family". In aa.dition 

to the gentry, nalmost every resident of Alford Forest 

and the neighbourhood, where Mrs Peter was much belovecl 

and respected" followed the .funeral cortege which left 

1 Ibid., 29 May 1891. 
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Anama homestead in mid-af-t;ernoon and travelled -through 

the autumn countryside to Mount Somers village, where 

Mrs Peter was buried~ Weddings were celebrated with 

a similar s-t;ate .. When w.s. Elmslie married at Carden-

dale, his bride ms attended by eight maids, and he by 

eight men. 2 Ashburton gentry were often represented 

at ·weddings outside the county, as in 1890,_ when G.E. 

Rgodes, one of the sons of R.H. Rhodes of·Lowcliffe 

and Chatmos, maxried at Beverley, a country house near 

Timaru. Bishop Harper presided, J.C.N. Grigg was best 

man, and one of the ttMaster Wrights" of Windermere was 

a page boy. 3 

11 The young couple left for Winchester in the 
afternoon, and spend their honeymoon in the 
North Island, and afterwards go for a trip to 
England and the continent • • • I hear ·bhe happy 
couple intend to spend a year in England, before 
settling down on their estate (Mead.owbank, in 
Ellesmere)." · _ 

This long period of travel after a wedding was 

typical. 

The public school and colonial sporting traditions 

were s-trong amongst the gentry-. This meant that the 

pleasures of a vigorous outdoor life were an important 

means of social contact. If balls, the endless round 

of visiting, concerts, and the like provided the gentry 

with indoors ~ociety, the prospect of an open, sunny 

· countryside, rolling hills and mountains in the high 

country, clear rivers and forests full of game, and 

wide homestead lawns enticed landowners and their 

1 Guardian, 9 February 1895. 

2 Elmslie, Amrl{J. , p.,55. 

3 \•J e ekly Press, 28 November ,,1890~ 
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families to games and sports. The Ashburton gentry 

was enthusiastically and determinedly a sporting one. 

They imported polo from India,. rugby, cricket and tennis . 

from England, croquet from France, shooting and· hunts 

from the West Country, horse racing from everywhere, and 

interspersed them with a good deal of ridi~g, walking, 

driving, and boating. 

Equestrian activities were probably the most popular 

and of these the hunt and races were the most organised· 

and sociable occasions. Hunts took place regularly, 

either impromptu, or as the result of organised Hunt 

Club efforts .. .At all of them "there were the hounds 

and. the hunts and the square topped hats; the huntsman, 

the station owner, and the mmer of the little farm 

well-tiiled .. "1 kn English squire, Weston Cracraft, 

had written in his diary some decades earlier that he 

found ugreat social value in the hunting field, It 

cemented old friendships and made new ones; and squire 

and tenant met on equal terms for once. 112 This was 

true also for Ashburton hunts. Gentry and 11 cockatoos 11 

mixed together in their red jackets, and were trailed by 

carriages bearing the aged, weak, literary, and feminine. 

Officers of the Hunt Club Steeplechase in 1890 included 

Jo Grigg as President, G.H. Alington, D.McLean, and 

·i,,;..,C,. Walker as Vice-Presidents, along with two 11notablesn, 

1 Brown, Ashbur,ftm , p. 34-2. 
;1 I . J 11 

2 H:i 7.-1, t-.111UJ/r1rhi'1'1?.,, p. 340., 
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and as Stewards W.Pe Chapman, G.Ae Maclean Buckley, 

and four farmers. Patrons 1,,1ere the Hon. John McLean, 

·t;hen owner of llagmhor, and Matthew Stitt, the Harts'· 

manager at Winchmorea 1 This indicates the importance 

of hunting as a means of contact between the various 

rural groups. Other hunts occurred as on the sunny 

winter day in 1890 when •·Mr E. l:::iaunders brought his 

popular pack to Rakaia, 11 and in the· "balmy air and 

genial sun!', fifty people rode to hounds across the 

Acton estate. 2 

During the hunting season (which took place in 

winter, and so did not clash with the sumi11er 11 season 11 

in town), the gentry readily provided their estates 

for hunting. They served refreshments on an ample 

scale before and afterwards, and often crowned the day 

with a ball. The social columns mention two hunts· 

at w·inchmore within tl,i'fO months in the winter of 1891; 
"7 

the first occurred in June, and was reported thus:·:; 

uThe most popular meet of the season is the 
'Winchmore' Hunt, and it certainly looked like 
it on Saturday lasta The weather was warm 
and sunshiny,.· and some forty or fifty people 
must have arrived at Winchmore before t·welve 
o'clock, where they sat down to a delicious 
lunch.laid outside, in front of the house, 
Mr and Mrs R.W. Hart being most indefatigable 
in their attentions to the visitors. 0 

Af~!ier the gentry had dined, they were joined by 

a number of farmers, took to their horses, and spent the 

afternoon riding across the countryside to<: the 

1 Guardian, 7 July 1890~ 
2 Guardian, 6 August 1890, 
3 Weekl:z Press, 5 June 1891 .. 
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accompaniment of the usual hallooing a.µd ·the baying of 

hounds,. 

The Harts obviously enjoyed these events, for they 

opened their es·ca-te to further depredations in August, 

uhen 11 The last hunt of the season took place at Winch

more, ••o and jucgi.ng by the crowd one would think that 

all Ashburton had met there, the day was bright and 

sunshiny ••• At one o'clock, lunch was partaken of, 

and then a start was made for the hunt. Among the 

ladies riding were Mrs Upton (of Sherwood) on Rajah; 

Misses Grigg (2), etc •• & A number of ladies also 

followed in vehicles, noticeably Mrs Buckley, Mrs 

Steward, Mrs Davison, Miss Davison, Miss Steward, etc. 11 

Hunts were frequently held at Lagmhor too. One in 1890 

sported 11 a fairly numerous field of horsemen, and a 

large party of ledies drov~ out in vehicles. Mr and 

Miss Buckley entertained the vis_itors at luncheon" and 

provided an after-hunt dinner •1. In the winter of 

1892, a mild one, A.E. Peache rode down from Nount 

Somers at least once to join one of theLagmhor hunts, 

riding.Jessie, "who was very fidgety and not jumping 

well. 112 In the same year, the hounds met on the 

Longbeach estate, where 120 people were "cordially 

entertained by Mr and Mrs J.,C .. N. Grigg 11 • Grigg led 

the hunt, and was 11 splendidly mounted11 • • • tr Mr W .. 

Chisna11•s four-in-hand, two carriages and pairs, and 

dozens of other vehicles lined the roads, and anong the 

1 Ibid., 23 July 1890. 
I 

2 Gray, <lu.:cf ?/,'//!' , p .106. 
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spectators were Nrs J.C.N .. Grigg, and Mrs Chisnall 

1;1ith large parties, Mrs Buckley ••• and many others."1 

Another regular host of hunts was M .. Friedlander, 

who ran· them on ·his Kolmar and Dundas estates. 

A typi:Ecal hunt was described in 1890: 2 

11 'Hark, Forward!'. is the cry. Along an open 
planta·tion they travel now, the music of the · 
pack ringing pleasantly through the trees. 
On still they move, through the park-like 
fields of l:3omerton, with-a score of_bold riders 
eagerly expecting a kill, but alas! a check 
comes, and the quarry is lost in a.large wheat 
field. .Another hare is soon started and we 
are off again, over timber, now skirting two 
or three clumps of trees, dovm a dry gully, on 
to the Methven road, along it a short distance, 
then a check. It is getting late so the hunts
man has reluctantly to call the hounds off. 
The :ceturn to the township is pleasant in the 
gloaming as we 'ride our hunt o'er again', 
discussing our personal ?-dventures .. 11 

Races vied with the hunts in popularity. Many 

of the gentry bred racehorses, and competed with one 

another on the county's racecourses or at Christchurch 
' 

and Timaru to win laurels (and usually to make a 

profit on the side)e By the 'nineties the sport 

was highly organised. No longer run inf'ormally on 

private estate courses, racing was now con·trolled by 

clubs. The AshbuiitonTrotting Club, Tinwald Racing 

Club, e.nd Ashburton Racing Club organised meets which 

were run on :properly laid-out courses .. Like the Hunt 

Club they tvere dominated by large landowners, but 

also had many off'icials from the farming and mercantile 

communities., At the time of the --1s90 Ashburton Racing 

Club spring meet, its president was E.G. Wright, and 

1 Guardian, 25 J·une 1892. 

2 Weekly Press, 4 July 1890. 



its vice-president J9 Grigg. 

The club meets attra.cted all the 11 wealth and 

fashionrr of the county and tmm, and were assiduously 

reported in the social columns on such occasions as 

the May '1891 "Race Week in .Ashburton" reported in the 

1;,{eekl;v Press, with its account of who was there, and 

what tvas worn by the gentry and "notables". 1 Even 

more than the hunts, the races.were big e~ents that 

drew all social groups to participate and mingle in 

discreet con-bact, jostling one another, but maintaining 

barriers. A collector of Ashburton anecdotes wrote 

that then 11 the races were an event that brouglt the 

County to the Town to spend their money, on backing 

their horses and feasting at Host Shearman's afterwards" 

(Bhearman's Somerset Hotel was the Clarendon of Ash

burton). 2 Also popular ·were, "what aristocratic 

Ashburton calls the 'Powlow' sports 11 .3 This sport 

also drew its members from gentry and farmers. G.A. 

· Maclean Buc!~ley patronised the local Polo Club .. 

Harriers me-tin the county as in a June 1894 meet at 

CGJ. Harper's Hackthorne, where all were "most hospit

ably entertained at 11.mcheon by Mr and Mrs Harper. 114 

Coursing was beginning in the •nineties, and its advent 

was sponsored by the gentry. The new Methven Coursing 

Club was presided over by Co Po Mlllrray-.J\ynsley, and 

1 lbid.., 1 May 1891. 
2 Brown, Ashbu.t-fon , :P .. 343. 
3 Guardian, 8 April 1895. 
4 Ibid., 4 June '1894 .. Harriers was an equestrian sport 

in this case, similar to a hunte 
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D,. Cameron was vice-president@ '.ehe first meeting was 

held by the Murray-Aynsleys at Mount Hu-tt., 1 . The 

Griggs at Longbeach, the Friedlanders at Dund.as, and 

the Maclean Buckleys at Lagmhor also sponsored coursing 

meets. Another equestrian activity was the sponsoring 

of horse-handling demonstrations, such as that in 

1890 when nprofessor Lichtwark held a class a-t the 

homestead at Acton. 112 A more demure activity was the 

formation of riding parties on estates. This occurred 

frequently at .Montalto, where all the Morrow· children 

rode Arab ponies. 

Shooting was strictly a gentleman's sport (except 

for peaching), and in the province the most select 

bastion of this pastime was the Canterbury Rabbit 

Club .. This comprised. a small coterie of the great · 

landowners who went out together on shooting tri.ps, 

entertained vice-royalty and each other, and generally 

set the shooting ton in Canterbury. -- Among the names 

inscribed in t;he Club members' and visitors' book are 

to be found some of those of the Ashburton gentry: 

VJ.,Co 'Walker, H.P • .Murray-Aynsley., J. Deans, J .. Studholme, 

A.E. Peache, J. Cathcart Wason, G. Hart, C.P. Cox, 

and A.D. Mcilraith.3 A far wider range of game than 

rabbits was, of course, shot. Amongst those licensed 

in one year to shoot cock pheasants in Canterbury, for 

example, were included H.P. Murray-Aynsley, J,. Deans, 

1 Ibid, 9 June and 3 July 1891. 
2 Ibid, 29 December 1890. 
3 Members' £Ild Visit.2.E§.' Book, .£f ~ ,Canterbury Rabbit 

Club., "1874-1882, held in the Canterbury Public Library 
Christchurch,.. 
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J .. Cathcart Wason, and J. 5-1:iua.nolme .. 1 Shooting was 

popular amongst the gentry, and could be either highly 

organised, with large parties, :picnics, carriages 1 and 

ladies, or consist of nothing more than one man and his 

dog, tramping through a marsh on an estate, with gun 

in hand on a frosty autumn day. J·ohn Deans of Uaimarama 

·was particularly fond of shooting, and was II a first-class 

shot both with rifle and shotgun, and spent many happy 

days at Homebush and Waimarama shooting wild cattle 

and pigs, ducks, puk:eko and hares. 112 

The duck-shooting season from April to June was 

the main period of large-scale shooting activity, but 

other game abounded. Although pheasants had become 

somEn,,hat scarce by the 

now almost extinct, hares and water-fmvl · v1ere abundant, 

and wild pigs could usually be found in the hills. 

The ''call of the wild" lured most landowners away from 

the tame comforts and regulated pleasures of homesteads, 

hunts and races. The papers o.f A .. E. Peache and C¥F. 

Todhunter made frequent references to shooting in entries 

such as: 3; 

"20 April '1893. Drove up to Mesopotamia with 
George Buckley and McLean fuv some shooting. 
y~ wet and got up 6 .• 30pm., just in time to 
find our way across the river., 

21 April.. Sho_t Hakate.re Swamp. Saw a lo·t; of 
swamp hens but only bagged 7. No duckso 11 

Numerous other outdoors pursuits occupied this 

sporting gentry, their number limited only by the 

1 Birds, Beasts~ Fishes, Lamb,"R. C., •i Christchurch,1964 ii7m~ . .. 
2 '- De fu.7.S " ·f)i oi1 ee.r-..r , p .126. 
3 Gray, Qu.,-t,+ 1-Ml.r , p .111. 
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ingenuity of the participants. Col. Buckley was 

partial to sailing, and had a boat built for sailing 

down the Ashburton river from his homestead to the 

borough .. It would be launched in the South Ashburton 

and sailed down to ·t;he bridge near the town,· where 

Lindsay, Buckley•s carrier, would wait for his master 

to arrive, and convey the boat back to Lagmhor. In 

later years, Buckley spent much of his time yachting 

in the Mediterranean. The 'nineties saw the beginning 

of golf in the county, and in 1894 A.E. Peache noted in 

a letter that some "of our neighbours on a Station here 

are taking (golf) up and I dar~ sa:y I may come in for 

a game before long and may become as keen about it as 

others. 01 In winter many enjoyed ice-sports whenever 

possible. In general, only the inland part of the 

county was cold enough in winters to provide a good 

thickness of ice on lakes and ponds, but a few hoursr 

drive placed all within reach of such sports as sl{:ating .. 

A typical entry in the ·Peache papers reads, 11Skating on 

the Water Wheel .Dam. 112 Some of the gentry were not 

interested in sports. William White had been debilit

ated by an attack o.f the "Christchurch Fever 11 when he 

had settled in the province, and ever since had shunned 

horseb~ck riding and ot;her active pursuits. But most, 

like his son, Leonard White, were energetic sportsmen, 

fond of billiards, rowing, cricket; and polo, and the 

1 Ibid., p.122. 
2 Ibid., p .. '134. 
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associations they formed in the pursuit of these 

sports were an important part of· the network of social 

contact that linked the gentry together~ 

4. Domestic Life 

Servants seemed indispensable to gent;eel exis-bence 

in ·the nineteenth century, and \1ere another means by 

which the gentry could be distinguished from other 

rural groups. While well-to-do farmers• wives would 

employ a woman to help in the kitchen, and perhaps 

another ·t;o do heavy cleaning work, the station lady 

felt she required rather more of a domestic establish-

ment. 

This is not ·t;o say, however, that Ashburton gentry 

had at their disposal the small armies of domestic 

staff which families of similar rank and wealth 

employed in England. Even in the depressed early 

·'nineties, a mediocre servant-girl could demand and 

receive wages of some £25 a yeax, when in England she· 

would not be paid a third or quarter of that~ At 

·Westerfield, the C.F. Todhunte:t•s paid their cook, 

one Mrs J"ohnson, some £35 a year, which seems normal, 

and she was assisted by two boys who worked in the 

kitchen. 1 The wages demanded by valets, butlers, and 

other domestic eminences placed them beyond the conven

ient means of all but the most affluent of the local 

gentry. This meant that Ashburton gentry households 

1 Todhunter i"lSS, · N.Z. Rough Diary 1896. 
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1.•esembled those of the French provincial nobility in 

the eighteenth century, rather ·than of the English aris-

tocracy in the nineteenth .. Like the French nobility, 

the South Island landed family made do with two. or 

three house servants, a gardener, a boy or two to do 

odd jobs, _and often a nurse and governess or tutor .. 1 

Only the wealthiest familiesmd staffs running into two 

figures. At Springfield, Mrs D. Cameron kept seven or 

eight maids, and employed a total domestic staff in 

house and grounds of about fifteen. 2 There was a 

domestic staff of about a dozen at Longbeach, where Mrs 

J. Grigg employed five maids, five gardeners, and two 

:men. There was a staff of four maid servants, together 

with gardeners, coachman, and boys,. at Coldstream. .. 

At Lagmhor three gardeners tended the grounds, as was 

fairly common. Smaller estates had more modest estab-

lisments,. Mrs D. Morrow at Montalto employed.only 

a cook, maid, nurse, governess, and coachman, together 

with one gardener, who was assisted by boys~ Mrs F. de 

Cartaret Malet employed a staff of eight at Clarewell, 

including three maids, three gardeners, a coachman, and 

another man. The Peache family, always frugal, employed 

the bare minimum allowable for respectability. Their 

permanent establishment incl~ded only five servants -

1 Forster, R., ~he Nobilit;0 2£. Toulouse _!g ~ ~~ghteenth 
9entury, Baltimore 1960 is a detailed study of the 
French provincial nobility; in its life-style and 
attitudes, this class can be found to be compe.rable 
with the Ashburton gentry in many respects. 

2 Studholme MSS, Mrs J. Studholme II to Mrs Jo 
Studholme I, 6 November 1899 •. 



a cook-maid, nurse, governess, boy and gardener .. 

Relations between mistresses end servants a.ppear 

to have variedo A descendant of the J. Elmslies 

considered that their family servants showed "faithful 

devotion" to their exemplary mistress. 1 But this is 

perhaps just another reflection of what the gentry or 

their descendants, \>fished to see, rather than reality. 

Certainly the turn-over of domestic staff, especially 

female servants, appears to have been high. There ·was 

a constant demand for wives from the cocka·l;oo farmers 

that surrounded the estates, and in addi·bion, conditions 

for domestic staff were often poor. At E.okeby, f'or 

example, Mrs W.McN. Lyttleton 1 s maids were housed in 

narrm·1 li.ttle attic quarters above the kitchens, and 

this appears to have been commonplace. A letter to 

a newspaper from uA Servantn makes other complaints: 2 

"Allow me space in.your columns to speak about 
the way in which servants on stations ro;:-e treat
ed. I am myself a servant. I am on a station. 
There are neither locks nor keys to the doors. 
I th:Lnk it is time something was done to prevent 
registry offices from sending respectable girls 
to such places. We have informed the master.', 
and mistress of the house about their doors being 
unlocked, but they only laughed at it. I have. 
been insulted on two occasions by drunken men 
allowed on the premises. The master and mistress 
go awa:y from their home a week at a time, and 
leave us unprotected." 

The attitudes of masters and mistresses were as 

variable as those of their servants, of courseo There 

is no "typical" gentry family, but an 11 average ri can be 

.found somewhere between the two extreme gentry types 

1 Elms lie, f'!,1Js/,'e , p., 60. 

2 Gua1:dian, 21 July 1896. 
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portrayed by vhamiere On one hand he described a 

family, the Ceruleans, ·who could well have been the 

Loughnans. Their family head was1 

t1the Honourable .Alfred Dionysus Cerulean, 
Member of the Legislative Council, a prominent 
politician, a wealthy squatter, and a pillar 
of the Roman Catholic Church. In fact he 
built_ a chapel almost entirely for his own use, 
and that of his family, although he would send 
round his carriage of a Sunday to gather in a 
more humble congregation~ He lived in a big 
house and in a large wa:y; he drove a grand 
four-in-ha.nd drag, and his Irish dependants, 
by whom he was surrounded, called him rr a great 
man entirely". 

Nrs Cerulean was & Ladz Bountiful; the 
patroness of all good people and all good 
works. She was very delicate and rather too 
exquisite; reserved, prim, and pious. She did,· 
not mix with the vulgar herd, nor associate 
much with heretics, but dispensed charities and 
encouraged humble worth. 11 

On the other hand was Commodore 1,lfylde and his 

lady, who 2 

11 held a small sheep run in the vicinity of 
Mount Pleasance, but it did not belong to him; 
there was also a lien on the sheep, a mortgage 
on the house, and a bill-of-sale on the furni
ture, while the very clothes he stood in had 
never been paid for ••• 

It would be a mistake, however, to suppose 
that in consequence of this chronic state of 
impecuniosi•t;y the Wyldes confessed to straitened 
circumstances, practised economy, or countenanced 
retrenchment in e:ny form. Quite the reverse. 

They lived in good style and managed to keep 
up appearances, which ·was essential to maintain
ing all that was left them - their credit." 

A common feature to almost all gentry families, 

was, however their size. Large families were the norm, 

for all social groups in nineteenth-century New Zeal

and. J. Ballantyne's wife bore him thirteen children 

of which most survived, and was the largest single 

1 Chamier, S:/r-en, (JjOb, 

2 Ibid., ppn27-28. 



family in the county gentrye Many families included 

five or more children, and of these there appears to 

have been an undue preponderance of 'girls, which did 

not augtU' well for the future of some estates which thus 

lacked a male heir. Soon after their marriage, most 

station ladies began a steady sequence of confinements. 

These increased their dependence on servants, and were 

a major event in domestic station life. 

holme II wrote anxiously that1 

Mrs J. Stud-

""My nu:se has thrown me over but I hope to hear 
of a good one soon. I am staying here for the 

. event and -S .. Maude o·f Ashburton is to attend 
me. 0 

She added that 11 we are of course hopirig for a 

future owner of Coldstream but I think the little 

person will receive a warm welcome whether a boy or 

girl.u It was part of estate management as well as 

social duty for landowners to marry and raise heirs, 

and only a very few of .Ashburtfon' s gentry managed to 

resist the social pressure. Leonard White and A.D .. 

- Mcilrai th never married .. 

But they were very exceptional, and most gentry 

families not only supported large nuclear families, but 

often maintained members of the extended family. The 

landed families had a reputation for "open house 11 , and 

this seems to have been borne out in facto William 

Whi-t;e was prodigally generous, and ran to considerable 

· expense in providing for members of his extended family. 

After _an :E.'nglish tour in 1886, for example, he brought 

1 Studholme :MSS, . Mrs J .• studholme II to "r'Irs J. 
Studholme I, 14 February 18980 
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his favourite sister back with him to live in his town 

house, ·t;ogether with her large collections of china, 

furniture and thousands of books .. She was a woman of. 

"wit and intellect 11 , and he built her a wing on his 

house where she entertained in a private suite of drawing 

rooms.1 A brother of Mrs D. Morrow, W .. J .. Bailie, 

came out from Ireland to m:cy at Montalto for reasons 

of health, and his original visit of a few months lasted 

for the rest of his life. 

The day-to-day routine of life on the estates was 

generally a rhythmic, orderly one. 

W. Whi-t;e spent most of his time writing ~ 

·correspondence, newspaper articles, and business, in 

which h13 was aided by his daughter;· and in addition 

"endeavoured to occupy himself', not altogether success

fully with his large vinery and his billiard-table .. u 2 

D .. Morrow was usually fully occupied with business, 

but when in the ·country liked to take long walks of 

tweJ;v-e miles or more around the estate, in company with 

his dog .. He was also a voracious reader. On Thirl-

stane, the Ballantynes went for long family rides over 

the estate .. J. Ballantyne would ride in front, on a 

chestnut me.re with ·white socks, together with Mrs 

Ballantyne, on 1'Maggie 11 , a Shetland. Ball an tyne \'las 

very fond of family life, and this seems -t;o have been 

common .. 

1 
",n I,, White, KE-Col'a.r , 
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The Morro\·JS frequently sent; large cases of fruit 

from their orchard at Montalto to friends in the ci·ty, 

and small gestures like this reinforced links. of society 

and marriage. More important was the :perpetual flow 

of correspondence that travelled about the county. 

The telephone was known of, but not; yet introduced into 

, Ashburton. The first telephone line in the county 

was established in 1896, when Lagmhor and Windermere 

homesteads were connected. As the decade progressed, 

a few other gentry families acquired telephones, but 

it was impossible to gain connections in more remote 

country districts. Nor had the motor car made aI1y 

impact as yet. Letter-writing still remained the 

principal agent of social intercourse. Members of . 
the gent,ry .families were constantly writing letters to 

friends and relations, issuing invitations, informing 

them of their doings, with social ~hat, and family 

gossip. Athole Murray-Aynsley was a prolific corres

pondent., She intertwined political letters with a 

leaven of gossip, as in one letter of 1890, with which. 

she ends,1 

"Will you give my love to Lady Hall and Mildred 
please, and will you tell Midge I thank her for 
her.letter and will write soon .. George is 
getting on well and hopes to be back by Christ
mas. Mother stays in town till Friday. 11 

The Morrows kep-t; up an intimate family correspond

ence during their frequent partings. DD MorrOi.11, while 

at Montalto one summer, wrote to his wife, then at 

1 Hall Papers :.."'1891, Athole Murray-.Aynsley to . 
Sir John tlall, 7 December 18910 
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"My dearest Lizzie, 
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I f'inished shearing on Monday and 
have got done i·1i th· clearing up all the ·\1001. I 
have got one lo.ad away to Timaru but the waggon 
has never returned for another load. I have sent 
Jim to telegraph to see about them. I can't get 
home till I get all the v;ork away,. Our drays are 
carting the dirty wool to the sconring works and 
will finish that tomorrow. Jim has earned his 
first money amount £2/10/-, which I will give him 
a oheque for same. Madelina and all. are 1.,1ell, 
(this refers to his daughter staying with him at 
Montalto). I am going all round the place today 
for the first time since~ started shearing,. As 
soon as I get all the good wool away, I will be 
h.ome. Madelina also. There is nothing new here. 
Trusting you and all the little ones are well. 
Trusting God will bless and take care of you and 
them. I am dearest Lizzie with love to all 

Your loving husband, 
D.. Morrow o 'L 

This lejober indicates that !·1orrow expected his wife to 

be interested and informed in matters of station routine .. 

Most of the Morrow family correspondence ·was in the 

same tenor. The Morrow children also wrote to "Dear 

Father". In 1892 he received the following letter: 2 

11 I hope you are getting your Sheep all shorn and 
i 1hat you will soon be back To us again. The boys 
have got the weeding nearly done. Mother has 
finished Johnny's stockings. We got some lime 
for Bob's fowls and they are laying well,. I 
remain your loving daughter, 

Madelina B~ Morrow .. 11 

A good deal of' the Studholme family's col'.'respondence 

has been preserved, and shows the wide range o:f connec

tions by letter. There c,re numerous embossed notes in 

feminine hands, concluding with 11 best regards 11 and other 

friendly expressions. These letters include such 

information as, "We will all come, with pleasure, on 

1 Morrow MSS, 12 January 1898. 

2 Ibid., 6 January 1892. · 
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VJednesday the afternoon before the races", '1 and 11 We 

shall be delighted to go to you on \-Jednesday a ••. 112 

There are letters from sons to 11 My dear old Mother 11 , 

or npater 11 , signed 11 always your loving son11 ,3 and 

talking about visits to Nelbourne to look after mining 

shares, races, country friends, weather, and projected 

journeys. Letters between in-laws ensured good family 

relations. A typical one, with "Coldstream11 printed 

at the letter-head, was from Mrs J. Btudholme II to her 

mother-in-law: 4-

11Dearest- Mater, 
Jack and I are hoping so much tha·t; you 

and Flo' will come and spend Christmas with us 
here • • • The first meeting of the .Ashburton New 
Racing Club is to be on January 2nd and I shall 
drive and take a good-sized luncheon a.~d hope to 
get a few people ·t;o -come from Ch.Ch. so that 
would be rather fun for us all to go to. ••a 
If you could come down for Christmas we could 
come dovm together from Ch.Ch. on our return 
from Akaroa a day or two before. I believe 
Pater will still be north will he not?" 

She went on to describe the weather, doings on 

the estate, and then her young son, who-ulooked so 

swee-t in the little silk frock you gave him and on 

Thursday-he were it at his first tea party which he 

gave to the neighbouring babies. 

strong penchant for the fair sex 

He already shows·a 

II ••• 

Letters from :friends and acquaintances were an 

important social link. Mrs J. Studholme I was sent 

1 Studholme MSS, Rose St Barbe Haslam to .Mrs J. Studhol
•me I, 27" July 1898. 

2 Ibid., Hilly P. Campbell to Mrs J. Studholme I, 28 
July 1898. · 

3 Ibid., A. Studholme to J.virs J. Studholme I, 24 June 1900 
4- Ibid., Mrs J., Studholme II to Mrs J. Studholme I, 

27 November 1898., 
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a long gossipy letter from Nrs Sarah M. Elworthy 

informing her of the Elworthy• s return ·to their Holme 

1 estate in South Canterbury.. f!len maintained the same 

sort of correspondence,.not always with a mention of 

business or politics. A letter from A.De Mdilraith 

to Sir John Hall reveals the tenor of rural life at 

the ·bime. 2 Mcilraith was staying at an estate he O\•r.o.ed 

near Hall's and wrote to thank Hall for an offer 11 to 

send the brougham to take me to the Railway Station 

1,•.rhen I go to town. 11 Mcilraith-thanked Hall, "and 

should the wea·bher be rough I will gladly accept it. 11 

11 I intend to go down on Friday aft;er noon, but 
if the weather continues like the last few days, 
can manage v~ry \vell in the buggy. · If not I · 
would be glad i.f Tom (coachman) can take us to 
Coalgate as the days being shor~, that will be 
better for him getting back, but should the 

' weather come rough and wet, I will not try it 
till the first fine day after. 

The trip to Barrhill and coursing was too 
much for me, and as Dr Deamer was in the neigh
bourhood, I got him to come and see me; since 
then I have had Dr Meadows and I believe he is 
the best o.f the lot. He would not give me 
medicine and told me not to take any more for 
~ time at any rate, to eat apples, biscuits, 
porridge, etc. - and so far his advice is 
coming out well. I was out for a drive yes
terday and just going again today. 11 . 

There was more to country life than the exchange 

of compliments, and discussion 0£ servants, illness, 

weather and travel. The gentry formed a highly 

literat;e group, and a good deal of time was devoted to 

·writing for business or pleasnre. Sinclair judged that 

Canterbury's 11early colonial gentry, with their public 

sc.hool or university background, their Latin tag .s and 

1 Ibid., Sarah M. Elworthy to Mrs J. Studholme I~ 
October 16th (no year given)e . 

2 Hall Papers ,✓1892, A .. D~ Mcilraith to Sir 
John Hall, 22 June 1892e 
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cultivated English speech 11 had developed 11 a lively 

trad,ition of writing gentlemanly occasional verse~ it"l 

Some .itshburton gentry helped shape this traditiono A .. E .. 

Peache spent much of his time at his desk, writing long 

letters, journals, diaries, itj.dulging in the drawing-up 

of complex 11 inventions 11 and, probably writing poetry. 

William Chisnall of Ohinemuri enjoyed writing verses, 

and Sir William Steward of Barford not only wrote them, 

but actually got three volumes of his poetry published., 

He wrote under the nom-de-plume of "Justin Aubrey", and 

his ·volumes of poetry included Carmina Varia (1867), 

~hyme .2f ~ Mapourika (1903), and Vision .Q.f &:_Qrangi 

(1906). As can be gathered from the titles, they ·were 

-all .of a reflective, consciously "New Zealand. 11 nature, 

with liberal dashes of "local colour" laid on to empha-

sise or illuminate English thoughts.- As such, they 

were probably typical of most of the efforts of these 

gentleman-poets .. Some of Steward's verses ta.~en from 

his poem, Christmas§!~ .Antipodes, illustrate this. 2 

"When all the land is verdant 
With a waving sea o.f wheat, 

And the sweet breath of the clover 
ls the incense of his feet. 

A joyous, merry Christmas -
A Christmas fair and young, 

Whose praises by the poets 
Of the South Land shall be sung! 

Lo! the miles of sun-ldssed plain, 
Summer'="'"clad with budding grain, 

and lo! the rolling leagues of green, 
Pasture-lands -the hills- between." 

1 Sinclair, .!:kw Zeala.,111 , , p,, 77. 
2 Af()ers, 0, tf, 1.'µ./, The Jubilee Book of Canterbur;z µhymes, 

Christchurch 1900, pa49~ 



356 

If nothing else, such poetry reveals the prevalence 

• of the romantic sensibility of ·l:;he first colonist;s in 

the gentry. Writing was not always so consciously 

ri1iterary 11 ; T • .H. Potts of Ha....'lratere wrote books on 

naturalism on which, as an- enthusiastic amateur, he 

became an acknowledged expert in New Zealand. He aid 

fine work identifying and naming native birds and plants, 

· and his volumes, including~ 2:!?; ~ Open, Breeding 

Habits of N~ ~ealand Birds, and Recent Qhange~ .!E: the 

Fauna of New Zealand testified to the continuing valuable -- ---. -
role that liberally-educated gentlemen were still 

playing in science~ 

Lando\•mers' ladies were often of a literary turn, 

t;oo. Some took a passive role, such as Mrs A.E. Peache 

whose granddaughter remembered that she· 11 read avidly, 

books on every subject under the sun, and in turn 

studied Palmistry, Crystal Gazing, British Isr·aelism, 

Astrology, and the Theory of Relativity. On all these 

subjects she could be most amusing in her comments .. n'1· 
Quasi-intellectual concerns such as most of these were 

sufficient to satisfy the curiosity of the ~ounty 

women' of the older generation, but the daughters of the 

gentry ·were beginning to gain higher educational levels. 

It was considered indispensable for upper-class young 

women to acquire a few accomplishments, and these usually 

·included drawing and painting, sketching e.nd music. 

1 Gray, <:lw'ef ./-1,'//s, p.207 .. 
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A$E .. Peache wrote in 1894 that his daughter, Constance, 1 

"always gets up at 6 o'clock a.nd practises for 
an hour on the piano and then Zoe and Florence 
follow her.. '11hey are fond of dravTing and 
painting and are all doing something for their 
mother for Christmas presents." 

This sort of upbringing was being found constrict

ing. The only member of the gentry to write published 

novels was Edith Lyttleton, and in her books she 

describes the mores of her gentry background, and. her 

violent reaction to what she believed was the "ethos" 

of her class. During the 11nineties, this outwardly 

respectable young woman was observing and analysing 

Ashburton landed 11 society11 , and writing stories for 

the ,qtagg pail;y: Times, the ~ Zealand Magazine., and 

the Bulletin .. --- •rhey were collected in 1904- in the 

volume §2!!.§ O'Men. She wrote under the pseudonym of 

11 G.B. Lancaster". A modern critic, Joan Stevens has 

judged her as never quite escaping from her upbringing 

as a 11nice young girl", and her viewpoint remained 

"feminine and aristocratic 11 • In her writings Sle s-trove 

to be frank, and often succeeded only in being 11 turgid 11 • 1 

She could not escape the Victorian upper-class tradition 

of romanticism and arcadianism, and some of her prose 

is reminiscent of Steward's poetry. In one passage 

she describes autumn on the plains in the 'nineties: 

"June t.·10ather hesitating yet on the edge of 
\·Tinter. Ploughland, straw-stacks, the harsh 

1 Ibid., p. 125. 
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sweetness of gorse blossom exhaled a faint 
.ecstacy, tinctured with wood-smoke, where 
men were burning grubbed gorse roots in the 
next paddock 0 ... 11 

Poplars planted twenty yeaxs earlier, 

nwere a row of golden candlesticks before the 
flaming altar of the West; Nature making her 
own oblation to her God ••• 11 1 

Music was another outlet for the artistic sensibil

ities of the gentry. Many men sang or played. A 

daughter of D. Morrow wrote that2 

11Pater .... had a beautiful singing voice, 
deep and full of tone then ••• One lovely 
anthem he used to sing here was: In Thee 
Oh Lord, In Thee do I Put my Trust .. n 

Musical conc·erts were held by the Morrows to 

display such talents. R.H. Loughnan was a.skilful 

cello player, and joined the Christchurch ·-Harmonic 

Society and the Musical Union. 
. . Eventually he was 

made secretary of the Harmonic Society. • Another 

Ashburton landowner, H.W. Packer, was secretary of' the 

same society .for a time-, and was another active 

musician •. Most of the gentry took their music less 

seriously, although rtirs Alice McLean devoted a great 

deal of time on Lagmhor to compiling what she called 

~ ;Lagmhor Song~ .. In this she included many of 

the songs sung by the shepherds and men on the estate, 

including such pieces as "The Piper's Bonnet 11 , "Lady 

Nellie Wemyss' Jig 11 , and "Belle of Claremount 11 • 3 

Painting and sketching appear to have been popular 

1 
2 

3 

.Lancaster, 'F}(}i'hmde , p .. 451 .. 
Morrow MSS, no-les Q:,lh;Oiul ,fp, £.Il. /t,/,, Da11ids-<1'>? • 

A copy of the"Lagmhor Song Book"is held at the 
.Alexander 1furnbull Library, Wellington. 
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with both sexes, and it was common to commission painters 

to take portraits'" The Rev. J. Elmslie, a modest man, 

was persuaded to JJave his portrait painted by a rising 

young artist, Sidney Thompson. Elmslie 0 disliked the 

tedious. business of the'se sittings 11 , but duly hung the 

great life-size painting in his house·. 1 

Holidays 

Gentry families were constantly on the move. 

They had the advantages of leisure, money (or at least 

plenty of credit), and connections, and their educated 

sensibilities seem to have required them to refresh 

themselves by roaming the islands of New Zealand, the 

Pacific, and periodically to visit the Europe of their, 

or their parents' youth. It was not necessary to travel 

very far for a change. Seaside resorts were a popular 

choice for a short holiday. Caroline Bay at Timaru, 

was fast becoming u a remarkably fashionable and popular 

seaside resort 112 where the well-to-do could savour the 

sea air and indulge in a little sat-water bathing. A 

guide book noted that,3 

11Bathing-machines, both for ladies and gentlemen 
are always ready.n 

The Peaches and Ballantynes preferred Sumner, 4 

11 a charming little watering-place, full o.f 
attractions for holiday-making and vacation 
spending folk ••• who have a few idle days to 

1 Elmslie, /{/msle , p .. 70. 
2 Canterbur~ Times, quoted in Scotter, 
3 Pe"'nefather, llanclbddl< . , p .. 106. 

p.,630, 

Cp.nt erbUFY. i/ol.1!1, 
[ plt1fr. ?. 
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enjoy in the warm and pleasant summer months 
(when the scene was judged) to make up a 
characteristically lightsome and sunny picture 
of a watering-place in the season." 

Seaside resorts were not always satis.fac·cory .. 

In 1892, D. Cameron of Springfield wrote, 1 

"Mrs Cameron and· the children are at Moeraki 
and from her letters they seem to have had a 
fair share of the rain there as well." 

Families which owned several estates could spend 

holidays on one or the other as a break in their routine. 

The Deans family spent every January at Waimarama, 

nea't' Methven .. They would travel in the grand manner 

.from Homebush, in the neighbouring county. A special 

railway carriage provided their transport; including 

one compartment .for the family, and one for, ·their 

baggage, and railway trucks were used to convey the 

carriage and horses. At Waimarama the family spent 

. .. . with picnics and other 11many happy summer days 

forms o.f amusement." 2 The Elmslies maintained a more 

·modest holiday establishment ·in a valley of the 

Cashmere Hills,near Christchurch. There, (situated 

in six acres of grounds) they built a holiday cottage 

called Glen:z:-owan, and travelled frequently to it for 

short holidays. Others travelled .for their health. 

M.rs Peache made several trips to Dw1edin to consult 

doctors and relax, leaving her children in the care of 

nurse and governess at Mount Somers, and whenever the 

Peache family travelled, it wasusually with an eye 

on her· health. 

1 Hall Papers1 1892, D~ Cameron to Sir uohn Hall 
c:O July 1s92. . . 

2 Deans? fJirJt'Jt?,el':r , p '1 "l 7., 



Whether people travelled for health or pleasure, 

there vms considerable mobility. This was not confined 

to the gentry group, as the late 'nineties witnessed the 

first "tourist revolution" in New Zealand, and in the 

period some scenic places could be reached by coach ·which 

are no longer accessible. The high country was aq_quir-

ing a new romantic appeal, and some Ashburton landowners 

fled into it from the dusty plains .. They could stay 

at new accommodation houses and lodges. At Castle Hill. 

a limestone built hotel, furnished to look like a 

Scot·tish highland lodge, attracted people· 'wishing for 

quiet holidays .. Others drove in coachloads through 

mountain passes to savour beauty spots, admire, sketch, 

and recuperate. The adventurous could travel to the 

Hermitage, at the foot of Mount Cook, and facilities 

at Hanmer were becoming popular. 

The splendid mountain scenery of what were called 

the "Southern Cold Lakes" were very popular. Seasoned 

travellers extolle~ the beauties of steamer rides on 

Wanaka or Wakatipu, the comforts of Pembroke, the 

spectacles in the Kawerau Gorge, the deep solitude of 

Te Anau and Manapouri, and-the Westland glaciers. 

Passenger liners made cruises through the sounds of 
. . 

Marlborough and J!""'iordland, and watercolours of the 

Remarkables over Queenstown sold well. The .tourist 

boom of the late 'nineties, although confined only to 

the wealthier classeB, was sufi'icient to revi·lle the 
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.fortunes of a numner of small towns .. Queenstm-r.a wa.s 

. "I called, 

11 a most picturesque little town, bulwarked at 
its back and sides by towering and sombre 
mountains and smiled or frmv--ned upon in .front 
by the ample waters of the lalce. tr 

Walks along t;he Esplanade were popular, while 

the more energetic struck out f'or Ben Lomond. The 

waterfall at Skipper's was widely sketched, and 

tourists enjoyed strolling about on the decks of lake 

boats. Horseback expeditions travelled into the 

mountains to take tourists to the Diamond Lake3, Lennox 

Falls, Mount Judah, Lake Harris, and even through to 

Martin's Bay, on the Tasman Sea. 

The southern gentry also patronised No'rth Island 

·resorts~ . P~ople took the waters at the Rotorua hot 

springs, admired Whakarewarewa, looked curiously a-t; 

Maori villages, saw the desolation where the :Pink.and 

White Terraces had been, sailed up the Wanganui, met 

the Governor in Wellington, and roamed abou·t; the sub-

tropical inlets of Northlan4. The Peaches spent their 

1895 holid~y in the North Island, and followed this 
/ 

beaten tourist track. others went ~urther afield, 

and included some of 11the Islands 11 in a northern trip., 

or a side run to Australia. Fiji was an object of 

-great interest at the time, while Tahiti, Norfolt 

Island and New Caledonia had charms for others~ 
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In 1892, A~D .. Mcilraith of Auchenflower made a tour 

of Fiji and Australia, and the.n went on to the ultimate 

goal of all landowners - Britan .. 

The trip nHome" was a.constant preoccupation in 

gentry life. Older people wished to maint·ain ties wi·t;h 

their homeland, be reunited with families left behind 

them, and to revisit the scenes of their early life. 

Young people were taken to be given the 11 polish11 that 

only contact with the metropolitan society could 

presumably give, and regarded "Home" as the centre o:f 

western civilisat;ion. Imperialist New Zealand of the 

'nineties insisted upon the superiority of the Mother-

land over all other civilisations~ Parent3 who had 

chosen to leave the homeland .felt.a new nostalgia for 

it in their "exile" and imparted this nostalgia to thei~ 

children. A generation o:f New Zealanders had grown 

up who, like the planters of colonial Virginia a.~a. 

Ca1·olina, New Spain, or nineteenth century Russia's 

aristocracy, derived the roots of their higher culture 

from another country. The myth of a romantic, tamed, 

rural England (or Scotland) was passed down from parent 

to child. It fed gentry arcadianism. Sons of 

Ashburton gentlemen, born and bred in New Zealand, 

called themselves 11 Britonsfl, or li,t;nglish gentlemenii., 

It was necessary to maintain close links wit,h Britain 

to keep the vitality of this "forever English" feeling. 
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The first saloons and staterooms of. what Geo:r;ge 

Hart called 11 the magnificent floating hotels of the 

New Zealand Shipping Company, 111 were frequently occupied 

by Ashburton gentry. They travelled to see one another 

off at Lyttelton, scrambled to be presented at Court, 

roamed the British countryside with sketch-pads in 

hand and usually made brief sallies to ttthe Continent" .. 

A.E. Peache travelled to England several times, and in 

18$8 ·took Vlrs Peache and his two eit.dest daughters with 

him. While there, he executed pen-and-ink sketches of 

scenery. The social column of the ~eekl~ Press noted 

in January 1891 that, 2 

"Mr and Mrs A. Strachey will soon be returning 
to England, as they talk of leaving by the 
Tongariro. I heard the other day that they 
may re·t;urn at no very distant period, · and build 
a nice residence on their property here~" 

Mrs J .. Elmslie, ·while still a Miss Anderson, had 

'ltravelledi extensively with their f'athern, t·o gain 

rtfinish11 .. 3 The whole Elmslie f'amily travelled to 

Europe in 1898, sailing on the Gothic, and returning 

on the Ionic. While in Britain, friends were anxious 

that the eldest daughter of the Elmslies be presented 

to Queen Victoria, but neither of the parents "felt 

inclined to fall in with this pian 11 • 4 This is an 

interesting exception to the usual behaviour of the 

1 Hart, • L€-o.ve.s . , p. 7. 
2 Weekly Press, 27 January 1891. Itis significant that 

the Stracheys are spoken of as 11returning 11 to England .. 
3 Elmslie, £/md/e. ., p.53. 
4. Ibid., p,.67~ 
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gentr-J, and shows that perhaps not all clam.cured for 

social distinction. 

A variety o.f routes were available .. Most; common 

was the route via India and the Red Sea, but the Paci.fie 

and iilllerican route was often chosen. When three 

Ashbu.,.---ton landowners, G.A. Maclean Buckley, V. Musgrave, 

and E .. C. Lascelles, travelled.together to Europe on 

the Rimuwhaka in 1896, they travelled via the Straits 

of Magellan. w.c .. Walker made a point o.f visiting 

South America, and wrote a letter from Valparaiso noting 

that 1 

"We arrived here last Saturday 33 days from 
Wellington~ You know how little incident there 
is on a voyage in these Southern lati·tudes - so 

. you won't be astonished at my not having a."llything 
to tell of the 33 days excepting that we were 
very lucky in our vessel and skipper and had a 
very pleasant time o.f it. 11 · 

Walker had a lively interest in the geography, 

architecture, and social life of the place. He sent 

his correspondent six photographs of the Cordillera, 

which he judged "fair specimen o.f the art'', and noted 

that the policemen, called uvigilantes", 11give a foreign. 

appearance to the placet1 with their militaxy uniforms. 

The language of Chile he considered "a per.feet. Babel••• 

we are making a mixture o.f French Latin and Spanish do 

duty till we gat acclimatised .. " In 1894, Walker left 

for another trip to Britain, but this time he took a 

more direct route,. 

The North Junerican route was favoured by otherso 

1 Von, Haas_t Papers, Alexander Turnbull Library, , 
v'Jellingt;on, W,, 0,, Walker to J .. von Haast, / Novemfx.," l9t7. 
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When D .. Morrow brought his bride back from Britain 

he travelled via the United States, and visited 
a 

the Niag~a Falls, Chicago :Exposition, and Honolulu. 

The Morrows returned to Britain several times, and 

it was usual to make a sort of pilgrimage to Northern 

Ireland on these visits. On one visit, Morrow 

erected an expensive monument to his parents in 

~he family graveyard. Another time, he planted a 

tree in the grounds of Dunsford, his family's 

property in Ulster. The Ballantynes travelled 

via North America on several occasions too .. The 

diary of Josiah Ballantyne, one of J. Ballantyne's 

sons, details one of these trips. Josiah first 

went alone to Sydney, and his diary contains entries 
1 such as~ 

11 Sunday 30th April. Went to Scotch Church 
on Church Hill Revd. Gilchrist in the after
noon to the Oathdral and heard 11Safe in the 
Arms of ,Jesus II played beautifully, in the 
eveno to York st. (church). 

Monday 1 May. Got 2 letters from Pa and 
2 from Na,." 

The Ballantynes were one of' the most serious, 

religious families among the Ashburton gentry, and 

this is reflected in the diary. 
J 

Josiah eventually joined his father and a 

Dunedin fLiancier, J .. Haynes, to ·t;ravel to Europe .. 

As they passed ·l;hrough the Pacific, Josiah noted the 

populations of the various islands they passed, 

1 These 
Diary 
which 

· ign-1<t11, 
and subsequent entries/are contained in the 
of Josiah Ballantyne,/a typescript copy of 
is held by P9A.B. Richards, Christchurch. 
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inspected the public buildings in Honolulu, and drew 

a ske-lich of Kandavu Island from the south-west., 

\,lhen they disembarked at Sai"1 It'rancisco, a suite was 

taken in the Palace Hotel - one of the city's most 

uselect" and expensive .. Josiah toured around with 

a Colonel Brazier, and "I. enjoyed his society much.u 

They looked at jewelry shops, visited Cliff House, 

dra.7'.Lk a nsherry cobbler", watched seals on ·the rocks 

through opera glasses, played cricket with "Mr Smith 

o.f Invercargill 11 on the beach, and "Wrote to Ma". 

Later, he toured the churches of the city, appraised 

organs and choirs, and visited the botanical gardens. 

The Ballantyne party then travelled t;o Chicago. 
. . . 

En route, Josiah was curious about the Indians, 

buffalos, and Mormons. In Chicago they stayed in 

the Palmer Hotel, considered the "most elite" in the 

city, and made visits to pork curing establishments 

in addition to more conventional sights, concerts, 

and parks. After Chicago, they proceeded to NiaJ.i:-a, 

where they considered the sulphur springs "something 

wonderful". .After .tuaJ~ they travelled to Phila

delphia for -t;he Exhibition, where they noticed George 

and Charles Gould's signatures in the register book. 

From .New York they sailed with 42 other first-class 

passengers on the git~ .2f Chester to Scotland. 

Most Ashburton gentry families participated in 

this regular travelling to and from Europe. Britain 

· was, of course, the primary object-~ The F. de 
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Cartaret Malets were great travellers, and made one 

of several trips to Britain in "1894-. The John Holmeses 

made at least -two European trips in the 'nineties; 

in ✓1s91, 1 

"Mr and Mrs John Holmes and Miss Holmes 
arrived in Wellington yesterday morning in 
the Ruapehu, from London9 Mr Holmes' health 
has considerably improved during his trip to 
England." 

They made another ;grip to Britain in "1893. 

\Jilliarn White had made at least t\~O trips t-o Britain 

in the 'eighties, but seems to have preferred to remain 

sedentary in the 'nineties, and was by then an old 

man_. The De Camerons, together with a large contin-

gent of daughters and servants, travelled to Britain 

for art extended visit in the· •nineties·, and the C.F .. 

Todhunters spen·t two lengthy pertods in Britain for 

the education of their children. Margaret Todhunter, 

a daughter, remained in England to stay with her uncle 

at Campions, a country house near Shenley& Most 

visited France, Germany, and Italy during these trips, 

as did W.L .. A.llan on his 1892 ·bour .. 

This mobility amongst the gentry reinforced the 

essential 11Englisb.-ness" of the group. Constf!.llt 

contact with Britain gave them a degree of metropolitan 

sophistication uncommon among other social groups in 

New Zealand. Most maintained intimate family and 

personal ties with Britain. The Studholmes were one 

of the clearest examples ·of this .. Many of the formative· 
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experiences of the younger generation of Studholmes 

occurred in England. All received some of their 

education there, and spent long periods staying with 

relatives in the homela."lld .. In 1897, Florence 
I 

s·tudholme was staying with in-laws, the Archbishop 

of York and his family, and wrote in a letter that 

she was learning to·ride a bicycle, which 11 is a 

delightful sensation and is just as much a craze as 

ever. 01 Family members commented to one another in 

their letters on the family's propensity for travel. 
") 

A niece wrote to Mrs J. Studholme I one yea:r,c.. 

nFancy! you being out in the Southern Hemis
phere again - it is rather lovely tho' for 
you being all by yourself over here - You 
are the most wonderful traveller I know." 

On another occasion, J. Stu<lholme II wrote to 

his mother, then en route to Europe again,3 

"We have steadily stuck here (Coldstream) since 
you left. It is quite a luxury to me to be 
able to stop in one place and Aline is in no 
hurry to move and is daily getting fonder of 
the place.n · 

Gentry mobility meant that there was usually a 

small ''colonyu of i·1ealthy Canterbury families in London 

where they visited one, another, and compared notes. 

An Ashburton man wrote to Sir William Steward from· 

Lonaon in 1895, and said,4 

"I get numerous callers from Nffw Zealand. 
Mr Wason (of .Corwar) is here now, but :oeturns 
in a few days. Mr C. Percy Cox is here too, 
as well as Mr Edward Wright. 0 

1 Studholme MSS, , Florence Studholme to Ftrs 
J. Studholme I, 30 April 1897. 

2 Ibid., to Mrs J,. Studholme I, 27 March 1898. 

3 Ibid., J .. Stud_holma II to Mrs J'., Studholme I, 9 
September 1897~ 
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All three men were Ashburton gentry. In addition, 

F .. Coura.ge, future son-in-law of A.E .. Peache, and a 

large ~orth Canterbury landowner, visited, together 

with G&D. Greenwood, another North Canterbury runholder.; 

.J., Holmes had oniy recently left for 11 the Continent .. 11 

In Britain, the Ashburton gentry were usually 

treated as the equals of the English gentry and 

aristocracy. They possessed large wealth, and were 

accorded appropriate status. In addition, most 

possessed connections with the British upper classes. 

Daughters were generally presented at court, and 

families stayed at country seats. In one year, Mary 

Moorhouse wrote about her English and Scottish tour 

to Mrs J. Studholme I. 
c .J..J d . . . 1 
uCOu .an , having 

She was then at a lodge in 

"had a busy spring and summer, we have stayed 
twice at Lambeth Palace with the Archbishop 
of Canterbury •e• and since then we were a 
fortnight at Euston Hotel last month••• 

He are enjoying -our rest in this quiet 
lovely place very much~ James prefers it to 
any place we have stayed at, and says the air 
here does him more good tha.i."1 going to Switzer
land., for which he is now too old .. n 

Even gentry families with obscure origins found 

that 011 their return to Britain their status was higher 

thai."1 that of the relatives they had left behindo 

Australasian sheepfarmers were accorded some of the 

status given to West Indian planters and Indian Nabobs 

in earlier generationso When Elizabeth, daughter of 

D. Morrow, travelled in Britain, she visited humble 

1 Studholme Mss, , Mary L. Moorhouse to r,1rs J .. 
Studholme J, '14 August 1899. 
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relations in Northern Ireland, but in England and 

Scotland was given the ~ntree to many aristocratic 

social functionso At Edinburgh, for example, she 

drank tea beneath 11very fine 11 cl:anleliers at an II At 

Home 11 with the Presbyterian Moderator of Scotland and 

the Marchioness of Aberdeen.. .fi.nother day she 

attended Lord Kinnair's garden party, held to celebrate 

his inauguration as Lord High Commissioner. In other 

cities she was-treated with similar distinc·t;ion. 

Acceptance by the British ruling class reinforced 

gentry distinction, and strengthened its affinities 

of the colonial gentry was confirmed by its metro-

poli-t;an contacts. Few other New Zealanders travelled 

so eJ-..'tensi vely, or were able to "name-drop II so 

convincingly. The prestige of trips uHomen lent 

(listinction to the wealthy landm·mers in colonial New 

Zealand society .. 
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CHAPJ:ER VI 

CHANGING TINES 

I$ POLITIC.AL AND SOCIAL FLlfx IN THE 1890s 

.'1..!, Change From Above 

W. Pember .Heeves was ·the first substantial 

hist;orian of the 'nineties generation,. His judgement 

on the period \·ms that it saw the overthrowing of the 

old landow11ers' oligarchy by a "plebian and democratic 
· 1 .,· 

regime 11 , whose ncrude 2 ' . energy" caused a liberal 

revolution to occur. This revolution, looked upon3 

"with suspicion, alarm, contempt, or anger 
by a large class of wealthy and influential 
New Zealandersn, 

profoundly altered New Zealand society, and 

created the modern small-farming democracy~ This 

revolutionary view of New Zealand history has since 

fallen into discredit, to be replaced by one of slow 

evolution caused by many factors apart from the poli.t-

ical .. But to many men and women of the time, without 

the benefit of historical hindsight, there did indeed 

seem to be a revoltuion occurring. 

There had been several abortive attempts at the 

liberalisation of landholding and other social reforms 

ever since Grey's minis·try 1 but -1890 saw an unusual 

1 Reeves, 1:f.,P., 1I1he I!~YJ.3, Hhite Cloud, isfc-1.l, Lc,w,L,'1,lf/l.f. 



combina·tion of several r1democratic 11 element;s which 

alarmed the 1toligarchy", and gave rise to an· 

·atmosphere of crisis. The recent franchise reform, 

which gave all men one vote, meant tha·t the 1890 

election would be a severe t:cial for 11 oligarchy 11 • 

At the same time, the 11Exodus 11 of population to 

Australia and the North Island was causing widespread 
l 

alarm throught the South. The economic depression 
1 had reached a new trough, staple prices continued 

to fall, and the Sweating Commission had just begun 

to reveal "old world" conditions of employment in the 

towns., ~abour disputes and strikes in 1890 seemed 

a tangible manifestation of social breakdown, and the 
. , 

coincideI3:tal renewal of pastoral leases caused tension 

and nervousness amongst high country sheepfarmers. 

The exaggerated rhetoric of the times, employing 

slogans end concepts of class struggle imported from 

British and AII1erican sources, helped to compound the 

sense of unrest. 

The election at the end of 1890 came at the end 

of this unsettling year. The Liberal pa.rty gained 

po1r1er with a "socialisticn policy of social reform, 

labour legislation, ~nd the breakup of large estates 

1 In 1890, prices for wheat, oats, barley, and wool 
fell lower than in previous yea:rs. Mutton prices 
were up slightly, but :frozen meat was still 
relatively unimporta.~t, especially to the small 
farmers.. Lloyd ]:ritchard,fc.1;1'1M,cH,½,1., p .. 1610 
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to permit settlement of small farmerse The Liberal 

press con:firmed the belief in a revolution. Reeves, 

in the L;yttelton Times, proclaimed that the'1 

"strong party of Liberals ••• will leave a 
mark upon New Zealand history v;hich no 
succeeding Conservative triumphs will be 
able to efface." 

The Liberals themselves were fired with revo-

lutionary ardour. W ./ Montgomery, a "gentleman-

Liberal 11 , enthused in 1891 that the 1\/ew Zealand 

Liberal movement was one of2 

"the advance agents among governments in the 
upheaval taking place among the different 
nations. 11 

In this heady atmosphere, conservative men could 

be forgiven for believing that i'civilised 11 government 

and society was being threatened· .. 

A revoltrh.ion did not take pJ_ace, of course 9 

Frustrations, compromises, and confused aims regarding 

land tenure were manifest among the Liberals throughout 

the 'nineties,. The. Liberal party was a very diverse 

grouping, and most of its members were essentially 

moderate, middle-class men, not concerned wi·bh 

revolutionising society, but merely with reaqp.sting 

its composition along lines of greater "equity11 • 

They legislated slowly and carefully, and their 

avowed aim was not to humble the rich, but to raise 

the poor • 

. A.ft er the election orations had died down, and 

1 Lzttelt~~ Times, 26 September 1890. 
2 B$llance Paner~, . . 

. I- . . - / •"'of gomery \,O .Ballance? / dw1f✓ d 'I;,. 
\'I. Mont-
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the Liberal government attempted to formulate a 

programme, there was no immediate change in county 

society. The first legislative impact that change 

of government had on ·the county was the Land and 

Income Tax Act of 1891 • ..... Ballance 's aims with ·t;his 

legislation had been to place a heavierweight of 

taxation on·th.e estates, and relieve the burden on 

small and middle farmers. The long-term hope was 

that the tax would encourage volunta::r-J 11 burstdng upu 

of the estates. Apart from the s-tirident protests 

of the gentry in the county, there ~1as no perceptible 

effect on the landholding pattern in the county;, 

The estates were forced to pay somewhat heavier truces, 

but their finances could bear it, and no-one appears 

to have been induced by the ~ct to sell off land. 

The small and middling farmers of the county 

benefited, of course, and ;t.t was their newly-won 

support that ensured the election of a Liberal 

cGndidate in the next election, 

The legislation of 1892 was even less significant@ 

The Lana.sfor Settlements Act of' that year provided 

an allowance of a.mere £50,000 per annum to be spent 

on the repurchase o~ landed estates. 'J!his was 

simply a gestureD Once again the prac-1:;ical effect 

of the Act was minimal. Certainly no land was 

purchased in the county by the Cro\'m in that year, 

and ·t;he only effect the Act can have had was 
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psychological .. This seemed to be the beginning 

0£ the radical legislation the gentry feared. 

The year 1893 was a renewed shock to conservatives. 

The Cheviot Hills "coupfl ·was psychologically signif

icant and the liberals now began borrowing to .finance 

estate repurchase and small-farmer settlement on a 

large scale. They were also able to cash in on the 

popularity won amongst the .farming community by the 

1891 Act .. 

The e;xtension o.f the franchise to women in 1893 

was important, as women probably favoured the Liberal 

party - if only in gratitude. A solid electoral 

victory followed, and in Ashburton the election of 

McLachlan as M.H.R .. was a shock to ;ghe gentry. The 

Liberal government formed in 1891 had been uncertain 

and diffj.ded.. The second Liberal ministry was a .far 

more coherent ·threat to the gentry o Its new_ vigour 

and corresponding unpleasantness? was symbolised by 

the vulgar energy of Seddon. Ballance had at least 

been a 11 gentleman", but the gentry group now saw 

themselves being ruled by a rabble. 

Under the second Liberal government, real changes 

in the local community began to appear. Substantial 

legislation how began to ~xert direct and indirect 

pressures on large landowners. The 1894 Advances to 

Settlers Act and Land For Settle.ments ,\ct provided a 

more generous annual sum for the purchase of esta-t;es, 
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for the compulsory re-purchase of estates if necessary, 

and a source of cheap and abundant credit for small 

men to finance new farms .. At the same time, other 

controversial legislation, including the Industrial 

Conciliation and Arbitration Act, and the Factories 

Act, seemed to add substance to the picture of 

legislated revolution* Hising prices, overseas loans, 

and a new general prosperity after 1895 were probably 

more import@t factors in reinvigorating social 

mobility in the colony, but to the gentry of the 

time, the new movement was a result of nsocialistic" 

government~ The options which faced vacillating land

Oi\sners appeared to be either attempting to hold on, 

at the cost of hostile government policies apparently• 

designed to wreck the gentry, or to sell out ·gracefully, 

cut; losses, and make off with a profit in ready money. 

In 1896, Liberal policies became physical reality 

in the county. The 10,000 acre Highbank estate, 

formerly the property of M. Ingle Brovme and then of 

M .. Ingle Browne II, was offered to the government for 

subdivision into seventy-five small lots and farms. 

The Brownes were pai-d almost £60,000 for the estate, 

and were able to retire comfortably, but in a wider 

s:.anse, some of the gentry professed to regard the 

Highbank sale as a disaster. The rest of the local 

community appeared to ·see the sale as almost the 

beginning of a new age in the county. The local press 

·was enthusiastic, and when sections on High bank were 
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ballotted on 26 June, 1896, both local and metro-

politan newspapers described the scene .. The ballot 

was held on the porch of the Tm,m Hall at; Rakaia, and 

the crowd of over a thousand people w~s "the largest 

by far that has ever been·seen in the placeu. 1 

The· number of applications for sections to·talled 

3,400 and the ballot was surrounded with an air of 

festivity. Most of the crowd consisted of 11 farmers, 
1 

- mechanics and labourers, with -their ,,rives and daughters" 

but also included prominent bankers, merchants, 

commission agents, lawyers, and some members of the 

gentry .. 

0-ther state settlements were to follow. In 

1898, the Peter family sold 2,300 acres of Anama to 

the Crown for almost £11,000. This formed the 

Hekeao Settlement, and was cut up into fifteen small 

farms. Twelve years from 1898 to 1910., pass ed 

before another settlement occurred. This was the 

Ruapuna settlement, comprising the 4,400 acres of 

the Ballantynes' former Thirlstane estate .. Thirlst!lne 

·was sold for £40,000, and formed into fifteen small 

farms. Three other estates were acquired under the 

Lands Yor Settlements Act. Valverde was purchased 

in 1912, and cut up into eleven small farms, Avenel 

was ta.ken in two blocks in 1912 at a price of £53,000 

and cut up into twenty-six small farms, and Strathmore 
r 

was acquired in 1913 • As late as the Jlirst World War 
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then, there had only been six cases of .direct 

government; intervention in the county's landholding 

pattern. Six es'l.,ates (or in the case of Hekeao, 

only part of an estate) had been renlaced by 145 

smallholdings. Some of these small properties proved 

uneconomic, and were merged with neighbouring farms, 

but within the narrow conf'ines of the government 

settlements, a revolution had certainly been worked,. 

Six gentry families had withdrawn to a Uhristchurch or 

European retirement, and had been replaced by vigorous 

farming communities. 

The same phenomenon occurred throughout the 

county, ·without direct government pressUJ..'e ~ Taxation, 

as has been seen, was no_t an undue strain, and 

al though i·t was now much easier for small men to 

acquire capital to buy up smallholdings, they could 

not force the gentry to sell. But sell they did. 

It has already been no-ted that not long after the 

ballotting of Highbank, J~ Cathcart Wason offered 

3-,800 acres of Corwar .for sale to the Crown. other 

landowners f ollowec1 suit, and all, wi thou·t; exception, 

began to sell off blocks of their estates in private 

deals 1.vith smallmn. In 1890 there had been about 

forty-five large freehold estates in the county. By 

1906, only six remained, and only two of these (Long

beach and Surrey Hills) were left in 19,.14. This 

revoliion in landholding occurred in years of' rising 
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prices, economic prosperity, political stability, 

and without much direct government pressure .. 

. An attempt to decide why the gentry abdicated 

must no-w be made .. 

Gentry Response to Li,beralisµi. 

The gentry regarded 1890 as a year of drift 

into'crisis. Their orderly vision of a stratified 

colonial society was being challenged as never before, 

it seemed .. All the gentry - conservative and uLib-

eral 11 = seem to have shared this belief. The former 

were gloomy .and divided .. The latter, excited and 

hopeful. Steward said at the time,1 

11 Tha pilot (Atkinson) is leaving the ship • D. · 
There is a crew more or-less disorganised, 
and, speaking of the Government party, I 
think they are half inclined to be mutinous. 
They have .... no one to take the lead." 

Exaggerated oratory was the order of the.day, 

and a Liberal newspaper crowed that2 

-
11 The Conservative class ... o trembles when 
(it) sees the fact that the people is the 
depository of power.JI 

Not all the gentry were dyed-in-the-·wool 

Tories, of course, and the gentry politicians,· 

fighting for political 11credibility11 , generally 

flirted with one or another principle o:f Liberalism -

hoping, no doubt, to take out the sting by a very 

partial compromise. All of the large county land-

owners- who stood for election in 1890 made some sort 

1 ~,vof.67, p.38. 

2 lvHCJ!fon Ii/hrs , 10 June 1890. , 



38'1 

of' attempt to capture the broad base of support, and 

proposed moderately 11populist 0 measures .. EgG. Wright 

·was personally a deeply conservative man. He wanted 

~to consolidate New Zealand societ;y, not alter it .. 

He wanted-a stratified agrarian society governed 

benevolently by educated men n.fully alive to the inter

ests of the working class in New Zealand 11 .. 1 He used 

ingenious arguments to promote this. He opposed the 

land ta.~, for example, as he claimed it would block 

further settlement by small .farmers, and their well-

being .. 2 The important issue of' the age, he declared 

was the settlement of "an industrious population" in 

the countryside,. This need not entail revolution, 
. "7" 

but merely the extension of. the existing social system. 2 

other gentry politicians not merely attempted to 

compromise "t-dth Liberalism, but embraced it with appa:r>-

ent completeness. One provincial newspaper noted on 

the verge of the 1890 election the existence of 

l ·t·. l~ po J. :t.C18.11S-, 

"Born in the lap of luxury, brought up in 
exclusive social circles, educated ·t;o regard 
themselves as superior beings, 11 

who nevertheless broke i•through all conventional 

barriers and sprang into poli·l;ical existence as the 

most thorough-going of New Zealand democrats .. ii One 

of these men was W.C. Walker, son of a titled aristo.:. 

crat, a....'1.d imbued with paternal ideas of social reform. 

He ·was a close associate of the Liberal leader, Ballance,, 

1 Guardian, 6 December 1890. 
2 Ashburton £!ail., 1 ✓1 November 1890. 
3 Press, 20 November 1890. 
4- Tem~k.8: Lead~_:c'., 8 November 1890, 
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Ir1 ,.1889 he ,:Irote to Ballance from his library in 

1 Valetta homestead,. 

"My dear Ballance, 
I see you are on the warpc{.th shortly at 

Napier; so I write you a line wishing you 
good lucko Not that I think you will require 
your friends at a distance to help you for 
you will have by all one has heard a very 
sympathetic and enthusiastic audience who 
are obliged to put up with dross from their 
own public men and therefore relish all the 
more substantial provender ·when set down 
before them.If 

Walker cautioned and advised moderation to 

Ballance. He was a Liberal 11 by conviction 11 , and 

never toed party lines. He reminded Ballance that 

he must at all costs avoid arounsing the ire of large 

lando·wners in southern New Zeala.nd, "who are not 

e:;ctr_emists taken as a whole .. n2 His own political 

career showed integrity and a readiness to extract. 

sound principles from either side. In 1890, he was 

opposed to the Atkinson government, bu-t; would not 

support any extension of taxation on landowners.3 

Steward and Cunninghame-Graham adopted more radical 

stances. The :former always remained a pragmatic 

politician, more interested in oratory and personal 

gain ·tihan real service of ideals, and the latter was 

an u·liter failure in politics. Although Cunninghame-

Graham was not taken seriously either by the elector

ate o:r the gentry.,'. his opinions· seem· to have reflected 

the opposite side C?f the gentry conscience., ·Most 
\ 

' 
were still confident in their conservatism, but as 

'1) 

3 

Balla.nee Papers, 
Bz~llance, .1:-'f OdJ\~tv 1"&'1, 
Guardian, '15 No-;rember 1890, 

VJ .. C. Walker to 
2) 1/.w..l, 
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the 'nineties progressed, more and more must have 

begun to feel doubts and hesitations. Graham had 
. . ,., 

concluded that, 

0 In these times rich men should stand aside •• 
and should rest satisfied with their share of 
the good things of this life, and not seek 
to acquire Parliamentary influence in a.ddition. 11 

He had come to believe that to be wealthy \vas to 

be guilty of a crime agains-t; society. 

Even the most Tory of the Ashburton gentry were 

prepared t;o compromise. F. de Cartaret Malet, 

normally an intransigent conservative, nevertheless 

maintained a strong connection with the Liberal news-

~h L ~~ 1~ m· f h' h h ' paper, \, e _[vue-uon .i.:imes, o w ic e was managing 

d_irector~ But in spite of the readiness of the gentry 

to compromise, or not to. take political affiliations 

too seriously, 1890 forced most of them to take a firm 

stance. There seems to have been less internal 

politicking within the gentry in this yea:r, and 

colonial politics were changing in their nature, and 

forcing the gentry to change with them. The days of 

fluid pol_itical _divisions,. and nparties 11 based upon 

~ h.2.£ alliances of men -with similar ideas, finally 

ended in 1890-9~1 .. Within the county there was a 

strong awareness of this. For the first time, 

politics had become unashamedly rrc1ass 11 politics. 

In Ashburton the usual handful of gentry offered them

selves for election, but a disturbing new element 

1 Ibid., 4 December 1890. 
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appeared& Two energetic cockatoo farmers stumped 

-t;he county.. J ~Brown, a Wakanui farmer, stood for 

the .Ashburton electorate, and advertised himsel.f 

as 1 
' 

"The Poor Man's Friend, the Liberal and 
Independen-t Candidate,." 

In the northern half of the county, J.McLachlan 

opposed Sir John Hall .. McLachlan was a loud, out

spoken, democratic man, a demagogue who regarded. 

private schools as "an outrage 11 to society, and 

thought the conservative government "corrupt" and 

11 aristocratic r,. 2 Neither of these men gained a 

parliamentary seat, but their appearance startled 

and dismayed many of "t,he gentry. It was impossible 

for an harmonious agrarian order, led benevolently by 

a landed gentry, to survive the class attacks and 

personal abuse introduced by Brown and McLachlan. 

After the election., the gentry response was 

divided between thankfulness that neither of the 

"poor man's friendsll gainee. power, and shock that a 

Liberal government had taken power in Wellington. 

D. Cameron was more relieved at the former tha.i."l 

concerned at the latter. He wrote to _Hall,3 

1 
2 
3 

"I cannot tell you how pleased I was at 
the result; of the election. I think about 
45 of my men voted on our side, and only a 
few against us. Al though we:;1.•rere in a 
minority at Methven still it is a wonder 
it was not worse with such opponents as 
Harry St;one and his gang .. ir (Stone was McLach
lan 's Methven agent). · 

Ibid., 4 December 1890. 
Press, 22 November-1890. 

Hall .l?aners';,,1890 'J 

D ~ Uameron to hall,. I'S Dece;VJter' /~O. 
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The Murray-Aynsleys felt '1hearty congratulations'' 

at the local victory for conservatism. Only one of 

the ~.-.rorking force at; Mount Hutt voted, 1 

11 but he did his duty and vot;ed like a man, 
and on Saturday morning expressed his satis
faction at the result of the poll. We have 
all come to the conclusion that if women had 
had the franchise this election the result of 
the polling for the labour candidates would 
have been different." 

WoL .. Allan congratulated Hall on his victory, 

and noted that2 

"Moorland did good work for you a·!i Rakaia 
and so did Hardy (these men were farmers) .. 
Our Dorie people I am pleased to say all 
went straight.," 

T.E. Upton wrote from Sherwood,3 

llAllow me to congratulate you on your return 
as our Member. I only wishit had been by-a 
larger · maj ori-ty •.. Still in these times. of one 
man one vote I suppose we must be content.Ii 

He ended by expressing vague fears that in the 

.future the colony would be governed by incompetent 

nuneducated men n. 

For the moment, however, the traditional de.ference 

paid to the large lando;,mer had saved the county .for 

the gentry. It was only a temporary grace, but the 

gentry now began to entertain delusions that, even 

in these benighted times, deferential democracy could 

be :preserved. . Some hoped for a strong alliance of 

the "rural interesttt - farmers and small towns - led 

by the gentry, to act as a block to the radicalism 

[ 7 Out!_M.lt,. /'?f(J, 
1) fbiJ. , Athole Murray-Aynsley to Hall, 
?) 11::i:i=L , W .L. Allan to Hall, 6 Qp/embc-if!O. 

3) lb;d. , T.E. Up-t:,on to Hall? 9 DcaA1b,--l?-!{I. 
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of ·t; he city .. Imme(lia-t,ely after the 1890 election, 

at a complimentary dinner held by the small farmers 

of Waterton, E.G .. Wright spoke of this. He noted 

that he 1 

"had been very largely supported by the 
Ashburton farmers, bu·t; neither could he over
look the fact that he had been supported by 
all classes of the community, and more espec
ially by the ·working. men. He was pleased to 
sa:y that there had not been a \·1orkman in his 
o\'m employ but had worked for him in the 
election and bent his whole energies to 
secure his return." . 

_It is interesting that Wright stressed the importance 

even of the landless workers to the 11rural interest 11 • 

Most gentry politicians seem to have included only 

·the :farmers and large landowners ... 

Wright _then elaborated his ideal of an alliance 

of all classes of the rural community .. 

11 the day was gone by when (the small farmer) 
was spoken of derisively as a Cockatoo, but 
he was spoken of respect.fully now as a 
Farmer." 

He stressed the need of all landovmers to unite 

in order to maintain ttgood government", ana. protect 

the agrarian interest, upon which 11 no injury should 

be inflicted••• by any other class of people,." He 

wound up by prophesying Liberal 11crudities 11 , such as 

Land Tax, unless the countryside· realised its true 

affilia-t,ion.1 

During the brief years of Ballance 1s government, 

the gentry strove to achieve this rural alliance. 

1 Guardian, 2 January 1891. 
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The :Eew Liberal gentry watched developments in 

1:fellington with cautious interest. \·1 .. C. Walker 

1,velco·med gre.cluated ·taxation of land, as being 1 

"bold enough for the extreme men and ought 
to satisfy the country constituencies which 
at all events in ·t;he South are cautious enough .. 
It is f'air to all interests•••" 

This commentary would have been anathema t.o most 

of the gentry, ~ho now seemed to have come to the 

conclusion that their 1.vhole life style was at stake,. 

The clash of opinions between Liberal and conservative 

gentry reached its high point in a public debate 

between I.R.C. Cun.:g.inghame-Graham and J.Holmes. 

This debate he~ped Holmes emerge as the leading spokes

man of the conservative opinions of .Ashburton genta·y 

in the middle 'nineties. Holmes spoke of the 

11 impending spoliation" o:f the rural gentry by graduated 

land ta..~ation, and believed that by this tax the 

Liberals were "grossly infringing the principles of 

honest Liberalism that taxation should be based upon 

equality of ·~acri.fice. u2 Conservatives were of-t;en 

to claim the mantle of "true" liberalism in the 'nineties 

and relate the Liberals to "socialism", 11radicalism 11 , 

and npopulism". 

Holmes argued subtly in favour of a rural 

alliance .. The Liberals, he suggested, proposed to 

destroy the great landowners and then, having removed 

· 1 Ballance Papers, -
to Ballance, i[JJ.nt'- /??/. 

2 Guardia.~, 14 June 1892. 

W.C.Walker 
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the strongest supporters of the agrarian interest, 

would penalise the small farmers,. Their tendency was 

; 1hostility to all landmmers, great and small. 11 

Therefore, Holmes argued, all landowners should unite1 

"to defeat those anti-Liberal schemes o.f the 
Socialist p1:trty whose moral code is summed 
up in the cant phrase that 'private property 
is public robbery' - that is their euphemistic 
mode of saying 1 Hang honesty; let robbery reign•11i 

Holmes steadily inveighed against "unjust and 

oppressive taxation. 112 He saw this as the beginning 

of the destruction of civilisation; and wvota, 3 

11What would this plunder of the minority bj; 
the majority result in? It would be the 
introduction:into legislation of the destruct
ive elements of force ~nd fraud in place of 
reason and equity and would soon cause not 
only the bursting up of large estates but the 

. bursting up of civilised society ••• 11 

He repeatedly attempted to distinguish between 

11 true Liberalism and the plundering, blundering 

socialism of the present time, which tries to mask 

its evil and repulsive face under the cloak of 

Liberalism. 11 The single tax on land, and all its 

associated daemons, w:as not "the panacea for all 

socicJ.l ills", but a device to plunder the countryside 

for the political advantage of 11 these wretched 

scribblers in the Christchurch papers.rl4 Holmes 

hoped to turn the class politics of tne time into a 

simple conf'lict betvreen city and country, with the 

latter holding the advantage, and under the traditional 

leadership of the gentry. 

1 Guardian, 1 4 June 1892. 
2 !bid., 22 June 1892. 
3 Ibid., 5 July 1892. 
4 Holmes presumo..bly meant the L;z:ttelton _!imes and 

Canterbury ~=" 
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This ·was the con:sulidatie6. gentry position • 
Cunninghame-Graham verbalised the pricks of conscience 

th2,t threatened the 11 integrit;y 11 of this position .. 

He atte1i1pted to speak moderately, as a foil to Holmes• 

enspirited oratory. He pointed ou-t that Holmes' stance 

£or all its polish, was conservative and anti-

c1emocra-tic. Holmes was never prepared to concede 

the one-man-one-vote principle, which he considered 

11 subversiver1 , and Cunninghame-Graham argued that the 

large landowners were no-t interested in forwarding 

farmers• interests, but only in preserving their 

oligarchy. Liberalism did not wish to destroy 

large esta.tes, but merely to reduce. them., and prevent 

them from dominating the countryside.1 He wrote, 

11 these huge overgrO\m estates .... are only-social 

cancers amongst us, eating up the vitals of the 

colo.ny .. 112 Graham firmly believed in the liberalism 

of the Liberals, their moderate intentions, and 

desire for equity. He pointed out that a government 

could not be said to be cpposed to the rural interest 

when it relieved one third of farmers from all land 

·bax, imposed it only very slightly on another third, 

and only penalised rich .farmers and the landed magnates. 

These facts made Holmes' work harder. 

Cunninghame-Graham dismissed tl1e gentry's hope 

of a rural alliance. He wrote, in the usual 

rhetorical style,3 

1 

2 

~ 

"the big lando-vmers wish the small .farmers 
to help them to turn the present G.overnment 

Ibid., 18 June 1892. 

Ibicl., 28 June 1892. 

Ibid., .,1-·1 July ✓1a92. 
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out, and abolish the progressive tax, which 
incommodes ·them not a little it see~ but 
really the remedy lies in JG heir m•m hands, 
which is to unbend somewhat, and sell off a 
portion of their properties .. 11 

The alternative, Graham believed, was violent 

·social revolution, anarchism, and the collapse of 

the 11 civilisation11 the landowners prized so highly. 

Another possibility was the depopulation of the 

South; Cunninghame-Graham reported in 1892 that 

thirty families had left the neighbourhood of Ash

burton for the North Island in the previous eighteen 

months.1 

Fear of depopulation was an important political 

.factor of the time, largely overlooked by gentry 

politicians. The lure of che?,P lands in the North_ 

Island ••front;ier 11 attracted many small f~mers in 

the South, and gave rise to fears that unless the 

large estates were broken up, the 11drift northll would 

guow in magnitudeo In certain districts of Ash-

burton, the population from 1891 to 1896 showed a 

decline (although there was a net growth over the 

whole courty) <> 2- The ~yttelton Times wrote in 1893.: 

that3 
"the .flower of our (Canterbury's) manhood 

1 Scotter, Ashburton, p.9~ 
2 Some exampl~s of districts with declining populat

ions are as follows: 
District 1891 PO.£• 1896 po:e: 
J~shton 1"15 104- · 

Coldstream 70 65 
Flemington. 157 106 
Wa:!ierton 269 235 
South Rakaia Village Settlement 282 255 

The population of Ashburton county in 1891 was 
9,501 ~ By 1896, this had grown to 10,820.. 11 De
population11 "tvas, therefore, only very partial. 
1LZ,, Census Returns, 1891 .and "1896, V.Jellington, 
'I 89::!. and "I 897 0 

?!; Tm,'-:+:A 1 +.f"ln q1; ,n;:,r.:l 10 TI00.ArnhA-n 1 A07, 
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has for more -than a decade been steadily 
sque.ezed out; of the district and driven to 
·l.,he Horth Island or across the oce3.Il to seek 
employment or a share o.f ·the soil. 11 

This was an exaggeration? but it was a common 

belief. HcLachlan was to be a prolific speaker on 

this subject, so dear to -t;he heart o.f many Ashburton 

fe.rmers, and declared in '1894- that 1 

11 i·!i is a cruel wrong to perpetrate upon the 
families in otago and Canterbury that the sons 
and daughters should be forced to go across 
Cook Strait to get land to settle upon." 

He concll.1ded, along with many others, that the 

only way to redress this was by confiscating large 

estates .. 

The gentry's dream of an agrarian alliance gained 

some reality in "1892. In Nay of that year, -a meeting 

of Canterbury landowners in Christchurch resolved to 

form a league called the ]'armers and Country Settlers' 

League, for the protect;ion of the rural interest" 

Ashburton gentry played an important role. Of the 

vice-presidents of the League, t;wo were Ashburton · 

masrnates ... J· .. Grigg, and J.A. Holmes. Committee 

members included D.Cameron, P.Drummond, J .. Ballantyne, 

D.G.Holmes, VJ.White, L.White, and H.Friedlander. 

This very gentry dominance, however, weakened the 

Iieague 1 s wider appeal. Cunninghame-Graharn pointed 

out that the ~eague's claim to represent the entire 

rural interest was extremely flimsy,.as of all the 

fifty--two committee members, only one could possibly 

be called a small farmer. 2 

"l P,.D", vol, ?31 p.,655~ 
2 ~'..1::=i.:cclio.n._, 48 ,,June 1892. 
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When an Ashburton Land .League was formed in July 

ot the same year, this error was avoided, and the 

gentry adopted a very low profile .. This indicates.that 

the gentry had a more sympathetic unclerstanding of 

matters at the local level, and a better rapport ·with 

the farming community. The canvassing and organisation 

of· the meeting which gave rise to the League had been 

under gentry guidance. P.Drummond was very active, 

and C.J. Harper chaired the meeting. But when a local 

committee of managements was formed, the gentry seem 

to have been consciously excluded. Of fifteen members 

J. Grigg was the only gentry representative, and his 

great popularity and stainless reputation would make 

this token representation acceptable to the farmers. 

G.W. Leadley, the farmer "noto.blen :ear, £XCellence, 

assumed leadership of the League.. He vrns a rich :farmer 

with a flock of over 1000 sheep on his Wakanui farm, 

but by no means "gentcy11 • He was a tough and energetic 

advocate o.f the smqll and middle farmerst interests. 

He sarcastically noted that Cunninghame-Graham "ought . . 

to be well up on the subject" of land monopoly, as he 

was a large landoTJmer himself •1 

By the time the 1893 election approached, the 

gentry seem to have had some new con,.fidence. They 

believed that they would retain the support of the 

farming community. J .. Cathcart Wason contested the 

1 Ibj_d_, 27 July 1892~ 
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election in the northern half of the county, and 

expressed this faith when he said, 1 

"They (the farmers) at any rate will 1 I am 
convinced, aid me in fighting this battle 
against the socialistic nonsense of the 
present day. 0 

Throughout this campaign the gentry showed themselves 

to be over-confident and out of touch ·wit;h the real 

feeling of the rural community. They permitted 

themselves to lapse into internal faction, and made 

large errors of judgement. Cathcart Wason, for 

example, while speaking at a:,?.public mee-ting, said 

the Liberal government2 

11 came into existence like an obnoxious 
mushroom on a manure heap,." 

This tactless remark was greet;ed by a loud 

hissing uproaro He clumsily attacked the graduated 

land tax as 0 a thorough penal tax", "made so burdensome 

as to stop en-terprise 11 ,· But the great majority of 

the farming community welcomed the land ta.'"'{ which 

fell only on large proprietors, and the gentry would 

have been wiser to have tactfully forgotten it during 

their campaign .. 

The result was the "disaster 11 of 1893. The 

farming community voted solidly for the Liberal 

candidates, and the gentry were tumbled from what 

they had regarded as secure positions. E .. G. Wright 

had come to see the Ashburton electorate almost as his 

own 11 0ld Sarum 11 and the shock of aefeat - his friends', 

1 Ibid., 22 November 1893~ 
2 Ibid., 1"1 October 1893,, 
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as well as his ovm - led him to write to W. Rolleston, 

ur feel so intensely disgusted at your 
defeat that I can hardly express myself in 
polite language,. 

That yourself and Scobie (Mackenzie) 
should have been defeated causes me more 
regret than the loss of my own election, 

1 

which is chiefly due to the apathy of over
confident friends, and to my own carelessness. 11 

He shm,red a lack of political grasp when he 

wrote that "the female franchise and the prohibition 

racket have been no doubt the main factor in bringing 

ab01rl; this result." 

optimism. 

He ended al a note of .false 

11 The only consolation I have is the assurai1.ce 
t;hat Stout will burst up Seddon' s party. n 

The 11ultimate abominationu had at last occurred -

not only was there a Liberal government in power in 

lilellington, but now .Ashburton itself was in Liberal 

· hands. John MoLachlan became .Ashburton's M.H.R •• 

He was one of the new small farmer-politicians, and 

everything the gentry feared. A carelessly-dressed 

stocky, tmpolished man, he was described by the 

9-uar<lia.n as a 11 farmer and might have stepped out of 

his market trap into his place in the House. 112 He 

scandalised Ashburton society by spitting in public, 

and it embarrassed the gentry that their county should 

be represented by $omeone so "lowrr .. McLachlan was 

fiercely opposed to anything smacking of wealth, 

privilege, or gentry oligarchy, and appealed to the 

farmers of the county with the words,3 

'J c.. 

"If you want a man to represent you send a man 
of your ov,m class .. 11 -

1=tolleston Pape_rs /l893, , , 
E.G-. Urie;ht i:;o Il.olleston 1 2 Di~cV'Y}l,et' ll73. - ~~ 
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McLachlan spoke the langus.ge of class. When he 

spoke in .favour of the Ls.nd for Settlements Bill in 

--'1894, he made reference to one Ashburton landovmer 

having just 1built a most palatial residence on his 

8St:J.t0 11 o He went; on to ask the government to"1 

"s-train every nerve to reacquire some of 
these e_states, and allow the sons and 
daughters of the settleI:'s the option of · 
having a piece of (the) land ••• especially 
in my part of the country." 

The small .farmers were no longer prepared to 

accept automatically the leadership of the gentry. 

McLanchlan's political opponents, E.G. Wright, J. 

Studholme, and J .. Cathcart Wason, unwisely "showed 

their resentment at having to accept defeat f'rom one 

they despised."2 

Afte:t" 1893, the gentry politicians became more 

muted. None began selling out immediately,'but their 

political activity diminished conaderably.. Ne\•rspaper 

columns seldom carried letters or articles by gentry 

politicians now, and there was a slight but noticeable 

increase in 11notable" participation in local bodies 

at the expense of the gentry,. There seems to have 

been a new mood of pessimism. Sir William Steward 

might greet Liberal government enthusiastically, and 

even suggest that the Legislative Council be elected 

rather than nominated, 3 but in August 1894, he sold 

his Barford estate and withdrew to town life .. 

1 . 'P.V., vat ?3, p.655. The "palatial 
.residence11 was the· Gri·ggs .- new house on Lor.g>each .. 

2 Scatter, _!shburton, p,, .... 162. 
3 Guardian., 3"1 August 1894. 
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By the time of the 1896 election, the gentry 

CBJ'.rl.idate s adop·ted a much more subdued approach. 

Holmes's fiery Toryism was absent in thut yea::c, and 

a circumspect Cathcart Wason stumped the county in 

search of votes,~ \·Jason 1 s platform of that year 

showed considerably more tact than the hiss-provoking 

campaign of '1893 .. He was now prepared to accept 

the purchase and subdivision of estates, and only 

quibbled about the terms of -o\'mership. He wanted 

freehold small farms, which he considered 1tmore 

generous", and 11more in accord with our ideas of 

freedom and freemen.tt This was an obvious attempt 

to appear as B. f e.rmers r advocate. He safely 

criticised. the 11 semi-socialistic ·legislation that 

had been passed and was now threatened". He believed 

this had aggravated 11 the evil't of unemployment .. 

He proposed that large estates be cut up into largish 

farms, which ·would employ much labour, and alleviate 

unemployment. The cit;ies were too large, and exerted 

undue influence, and their development, he thought, 

should be limited !ifor the proportion of country 
·"• 

populo.tion"., 
1 needed was 

.He ended by concluding that what was 

ha sound Government policy, which left people 
c1.lone a.s much as possiblev It was individual
ism which had made England the mightiest end 
most prosperous country in the world at the 
present time .. It was the same thing which 
would make New Zealand a prosperous and happy 
country." 

'1 Ibid., 2 November 1896• 
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This sort of platform was far more appealing to 

rural elect;ors than the previous offer of benevolent 

gentry leadership. t·iason had abandoned a 11 gentro-

ce:n-tric 11 policy in favour of one 1•Iith broad appeal, 

but of course in the process he abandoned the educated 

landO\·mer 's ability to offer something dist inc ti ve. 

The of.fer was now merely a diluted and reluctant 

concession to.Liberalism, in order to gain the votes 

of -the whole rural community. 

II@ 1J:flli DEMISE 0]1 TRE GI:~NTRY 

1o The Gentry Achievemen~ 

In the late 'nineties the g?ntry began to lose 

prominence~ Severo.l began to sell off their estates 

and disappear to England. Others heJd on in the 

county, retaining rapidly shrinking estates which 

were mostly just large farms by 1914,. Their· life

style came to merge with that of their neighbouring 

fa:r:·mers .. 

But the gentry's life-style had never been merely 

11English 11 .. They had attempted to recreate many of the 

trapping~ of English gentry, but in the process a new 

colonial social group had grown.up that made a vital 

contribution to .uew Zealand society. Landovmers 

adorned their "country seats" with English ware, and 

tr1:msf erred to the new Zealand context the landed 

gentleman's mode of .living, including the hunt, the 

well stocked cellar o.f wine and whislqy, the libra.ry, 

,md the vast dinners.. They brought with them to New 
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Zealand a pattern of life 1:1hich had taken centuries 

to evolve amongst the wealthy in Europe, and had 

been enabled, by.: 8. lucky_ combination of climate, 

land, staples and finance, to reproduce it; for a 

brief period more or less completely in the South 

Island. 

At Longbeach, Springfield, Mount Hutt, Coldstream 

and Lagmhor a way of life fashioned after originally 

English concepts was in full swing .. 

in the arts and accomplishments. 

Gentry .dabbled 

Some sent sons 

11 Home 11 to Oxford and vambridge, and a few to the new 

South Islo.nd universities. Families jott.L-neyed 

to the Northern mineral springs, __ and travelled abroad. 

The theatre and a gay social life attracted them to 

Christchurch, where many kept town houses and stayed 

for the duration of the "season" which culminated 

in Carnival Week. Amidst the pushing vigour of a 

new society, a small group of large landowners had 

grown up to rival the gentry of Britain or the 

provincial aristocracy of ]'ranee. Political oppon-
' 

ents attacked this group as being an alien excresence 

on the mainstream of r~ew Zealand I s development into 

a small man's democracy& 

But the gentry had been invaluable throughout 

the colonial period6 The role of the gentry was to 

act as intermediaries between metrop_olitan Brite.in 

and colonial Nev, Zealand in social, financial and 

political fields. The gentry placed the colony in 
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a direct 'i personal relationship with Britro.n.. Although 

southern Ne-r.,r Zealand was part of a wider 11 ..A.ustralasia11 

experience, extensive inter-colonial links never grew 

up~ The primary link was directly with the metro-

polita ... n. society" The Ashburton gentry looked directly 

to Britain, and their hierarchy of loyalties appears 

to have been~ county, province, colony, Britain. 

The gentry travelled extensively, but very few 

bothered to make more than cursory stop-offs in 

Australia and other·colonies~ 11Home 11 was the principal. 

tie, and the colonies seem often to have regarded 

themselves as competitors for metropolitan favours. 

The Ashburton gentry ·would speak of themselves as 

11English gentlemen", 11Britons 11 , perhaps .. 11 colonials 11 , 

but never "Austrctlasians", and seldom even "New 

Zealanders". A few of A~hburton' s large landoi!mers 

had spent formative periods in Aus-tralia before 

settling in Canterbury, but'the great majority had 

come direct;ly from Britain and preferred to retain 

this direct contac~ through their liveso 

This fact enabled the gentry to play · a . role of 

vital importance in the development of New Zealand. 

The extensive connections of .family, capital, and 

11 i:nterest 0 which held the gentry to Britain were 

largely absent; in other social groups in colonial 

New Zealand. They had access to a good deal of priv

a.-t~:?' ancl family capit;al, which could be invested in 
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t;he colony by their agency.. Many of them had 

received the education and upbringing of the 

experienced British ruling classes, and were able 

to discharge this understanding for the colony's 

benefit.. Large landowners possessed suf.ficient 

leisure, af.fluence, education, and connections to 

attend to government, and contributed ·.:a disproportion

ately large numqer of M.H.R.s in the colonial period. 

In economic terms the gentry were importan:t; 

too. The family and private capital that most large 

landowners had access to in Britain enabled them to 

keep their finances afloat during the long period of 

low prices, and even to invest in improvements. 

It was the large estates that pioneered modern mixed 

.farming in Canterbury and other parts of the south, 

and were able to inaugurate reforms on a far larger 

and more effective scale than small farms. Without 

t;he existence of large gentry estates, the colony 

would certainly have suffered more from a lack of 

capital, and an inability to introduce new agr"icultural 

practice$ except with agonising slowness. The 

southern gentry were also an important source of 

capital for wider dissemination throughout New Zealand. 

Western Southland, the West Coast, and.most of the 

North Island were all pione·er districts in the 

'nineties, and were benefitting from investments and 

speculations by southern landowners and businessmen.1 

1 (page 401 for notes) 
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The gentry usually possessed a sense of mission. 

They .felt themselves part of the British movement 

to $prea.cl "civilisation" and 11progress 11 • They were 

able to hasten this movement in a wa.y that would 

have proven difficult for a rough and ready small 

man's democracy* And by the 'eighties and 'nineties 

they were proud o.f their success. George Hart; wrote2 

11 Le-t; us remember that we here, as well as 
our brethren in other parts of the Colony 
are engaged in the. greatest work a people 
can do, viz .. , the laying the foundations 
of a nation which is yet to rise up in this 
Greater Britain of the South, and like the 
Pilgrim Fathers who have preceded us, take 
heart and have courage." 

This pride and optimism were indeed based on a 

substa.n.tial achievement .. In a fe-w decades, the 

grasslands of the south had come to _support a complex 

socie·ty in which all the forms oi' British civilisation 

had been reproduced more or le~s completely. This 

achievement was due at least in part to ·the station 

system and. the gentry that it was able to support. 

4 Many examples o:f this can be found,. Ashburton 
landowners who invested in .North Island land, 
for example, included J .. Studholme, ·w .. s. Peter, 
W.White, R.H .. Rhodes, and :1..F .. Somerville. Peter 
also invested in Southland estates, asclid J.A. 
and A.D. Mcilraith, and H .. M. 1'1oorhouse,. Invest
ment in mining and other extractive industries 
in the West Coast involved H.P. Murray-Aynsley, 
who was chairman of directors of the Grey River 
Coal Comp-::lny, and others, notably E.G. Wright, 
and J. Studholme. 

2 Hart, l.<?Ctve.s , pp. 51-52. 
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The North Island had been settled earlier than 

the South, but by the 1nineties, lacking a staple, 

it was still retarded. ;·Jool and the wool kings had 

helped provide New Zealand with a rrheartland", a 

sound economic base, and a rapid maturity~ 1 

2 __ • __ T_h_~e_F_a_t_e_o_f __ t_h_e_G_e_n_t_r_..y,_: __ D_1_· _s_a_p_p_e_ar_an_c_e_o_r_ 

Embourgeoisement? 

Nineteenth century l'lew Zealand society \,,as frag-

mented and inchoate. One of the most distinctive 

features of the south in that period was its small 

gentry group of large landowners. This had unquestion-

ably disappeared by World War One, in Ashburton coun-by 

a-b least. Reeves had claimed ·bhat, 2 

"The Governme:hb's aim was not to abase the rich 
but to raise the general condition of the 
people and to add to the sum of human happiness .. "' 

But in raising ·the 11 general condition of the 

people" 1 the foundation of the· gentry, the great 

estates., was destroyed. If the story of New Zealand's 

social development in the twentieth century is the 

1 This suggestion of a "heartland 11 region in New 
Zealand has been made by W.J. Campbell,. He ·writes: 
11Hazardous though such a generalization is, oni~-
may perhaps affirm that a fairly,homgeneous cultural 
region extends .from the South Island (excluding 
Southland-East Otago and Westland) up the eastern 
half of' the North Island as far as Wairoa,. T;'/i tl:). 
some trepidation, one might also call this huge 
region the heartland region•••" Campbell, W,.J., 
New Zealand, New Jersey, 1965, p.75. 

2 /.yfk.11-?i Times, -4 Jun~ 1g·ro. 
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successful ~~bour~eoisement o.f almost all its 

disparate classes and groups, then it must be decided 

whether the gentry simply lost its nineteenth-century 

distinctiveness and became absorbed into the .i:'leW 

Zealand middle classes. This can be studied in some 

detail, by looking at each gentry family separatelyo 

There are two distinct groups - those that disappeared 

from the prominent landowning group, and those that 

remained. 

Several o.f the county's families simply sold up 

and returned to Britain. It has been suggested that 

many landowners wished to do this in any case, from 

the beginning of colonisation, but in. the case of 

the Ashburton gentry, all who did in fact moved only 

at the end o.f the 'nineties. J.Cathcart Wason sold 

up Corwar, apparently disillusioned with the way 

New Zealand seemed to be developing, and retired to 

Britain, where he bought a Scottish couI1try estate 

and was e.zentually returned as a Conservative M.P. 

Gdl .. Maclean Buckley sold off Lagmhor as small farms 

from the end of the decade onwards, and took his 

family to Britain permanently. Buckley is an inter

esting example, as he was not an Englishman, but 

had been born in Canterbury.. Britain was Wason's 

homeland, but it was not Buckley's, and the fact 

that he retired there is an indication of how "English" 

attitudes had been communicated to the New Zealand

born generation. The Murray-Aynsleys sold Mount Hutt 
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in '1898, and soon after, most; of the family retired 

to Britain. The Lyt,tletons, v-.rho hacl already been 

represented at Rokeby by three generations, sold ou·t 

in 1908, and the family moved to Britain$ The 

Stracheys abandoned their Ashburton estates at the 

end of the 1nineties, to return to England. 

D.Cameron sired only daughters, both married English

men and retired to Britain upon the death of their 

father .. Cameron's grandson, .Sir Duncan Sandys, later 

became a prominent Uonservative politician in Britain. 

This group of families is a minority~ 

Two families sold their estates and the sons 

made careers in the armed forces. Of the two sons 

of P. Cunningham, the elder became a major in the 
; 

Indian Army, and ·was awarded an O .. B.E., and the 

younger became an officer in the British Army. 

T.E. Upton's son, R.H.B. Upton, became an army 

officer, and died at Johannes1?urg in the Boer War .. 
-

Most of the sons of C.P .. Cox made careers for them-

selves in the commercial world, as bank managers~ 

One son, A.P. Cox, became professor of English and 

History at various universities in India, and 

Inspector of Schools~ K.S. Cox bought a farm in 

the North Island~ When E .. G. Wright died in 1902, 

he had still managed to retain the buik of his estates. 

His heirs were three sons· and sever ell daughters. 

The daughters received cash settlements, the younger 
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the fine estate of Uindermere. Unfortunately., 

hovrever, the heirs disputed the inheritance amongst 

themselves, and squandered large sums in litigation .. 

The Windermere estate was finally ruined through the 

"senseless dissipation 11 of D.G. Wright;. 1 

J.Ballantyne•s Thirlstane estate was sold off 

in 1899, as he had no s.on who was willing to attempt 

to carry it on into the new century. Leonard White 

and A.D~ Mcilraith had no children to whom they could 

bequeath their Langley and Auchenflower estates, and 

so they were cut up and sold. The will of George 

Hart typifies the disposition of estates by those who 

had heirs .. His ,vife, who -had an independent ·income, 

was bequeathed all the household appurtenances, and 

was given an annual legacy of £200 to supplement her 

o,"m fortune. All the landed estate at Winchmore was 

to be sold and converted to money to be invested. One 

third of the .income from this investment was to go to 

lYirs Ha.rt in her lifetime, and the capital-was to be 

kept in trust for the sons and daughters. The 

daughters I money 1,ms to be kep·t; in trust throughout 

their lifetimes, and the interest paid to them as an 

annual income. The eldest son, R.W. Hart, was given 

favoured cle,use.s, including the right to reside in the 

mansion at Winchmore free of rent; for as long as he 

chose .. The trustees were instructed to postpone the 
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sale of the estate· as long as it was possible to do s: 

They were enabled to let farms on the estate, or farm 

it directly themselves. In this case, the heirs 

were to be paid annual shares of the estate's profits. 
. 1 

Hart empowered his 

11 said Trustees to manage conduct and carry 
on my Sheepfarming and grazing business and 
for that purpose to occupy and use my free
hold estate at Winchmore in the County of 
Ashburton •• and (they) shall employ any 
Agents Overseers Servants mechanics ·workmen 
and 0.ther persons whomsoever in or about this 
freehold estate business and premises ••• 11 

The trustees were encouraged to improve the 

estate, buildings and plantations. 

This wiilil, written in 1895, indicated much of 

the gentry's state of mind. There was a preference 

for retaining estates, and forra degree of primogeni

ture. Many Ashburton families tried to hold on to 

their land as long as possibles All sold off much of 

their land as a matter of course, but most tried to 

retain something. The Grigg family remained at Long

beach, selling land off to small farmers, but still 

retaining an estate of over 10,000 acres by 1914., 

J,.C.N. Grigg2 

"contrived to maintain the standard which gave 
the estate its reputation. There was never an 
untidy fence and never a poverty stricken beast 
on Longbeach, for all work was carried out in 
the most exacting manner and ·with the hearty 
co-operation of.a picked staff. 11 

This was very exceptional. The St;udholmes 

managed to retain only a few thousand acres, and this 

1 Lamls- o.>'IJ De.ed<, W,1/ of' Ceor-_Je- i-ka.f., /'i'!S. 
2 ·scatter, Ashburtog, p.lt&. 
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we.s more ·than most~ Of J. Stuc1holme Its sons, the 

elder inherited Coldstream, the middle son became 

a barrister, and eventually an English squire and 

J .. P~ in Devon, while the third son was given a high 

country run. J.Studholme II had three sons, of whom, 

the eldest, John .Norton Rangabe Studholme, was 

educated at Oxford, and became an army officer~ The 

second son, Richard Home Studholme, gained a.n M~A,. 

at Cambridge, married a daughter of the Bishop of 

Bunbury and bought an estate called Pembroke in Surrey. 

The third son, Derek Skene Studholme, was educated at 

the Royal Navy College, Dartmouth, and at Cambridge, 

and inherited Coldstream. 

This method of settling children was the sought 

after pattern; one son, usually the eldest, inherit

ing as much of the family estate as it was thought 

possible to retain, the other sons being settled in 

professions or with smaller properties, and the 

daughters being married to ad--vantage and receiving 

cash settlements. F. de Cartaret Malet had three 

sons and one daughter. The eldest son,·Leonard 

de Cartaret Malet, married an admiral's daughter 

and inherited a reduced Clarewell. The sec.ond and 

third sons became a colonel and major reppectively 

in the Todi..an Army, anti the daughter married the Dean 

of Chichester's, and secondly Sir George Harper's 

son~ The Elmslies' Gardendale estate was not large 

enough to provide land for all the sons-, and was 
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sold... !-i!c;::;t of the. sons en-f:;ered professions, while 

~oP.S. Elmslie, the eldest son, was settled on a small 

Ashburton estate~ The daughters ,:1ere married to 

advantage; two married clergymen's sons who became 

Dunedin ba..TJ.kers a.n.d financiers, and another two 

married landowners. Alexa Elmslie married Fortescu, 

son of Col. F.G9 Dalgety of Grasmere station, and 

Sophia Elmslie married E.M. Goodwin, of Cracraft. 

The Goodwin family remained in landowning, but 

the Gracroft estate was sold in 1897, and a smaller 

more compact estate was acquired called Hayton, near 

Salisbury in South Canterbury. w.c. Walker managed 

to settle one of his sons as a large sheepfarrner, but 

the others entered professions.. One, William J"ames 

Du:ridas Walker, was by ·1921 a professional actor in 

London - an interesting fate for the son of a lairdly 

man. . 1I1he Harper family continued to flourish. 

C.J. Har: per had two sons, and both became large 

landowners. Charles Godfrey Uracroft Harper inherited 

a substantial portion of Hackthorne, and Henry J"ohn 

Cracraft Harper bought a sheep farm near Waimate. 

D. Morrow had intended to leave Montalto to his eldest 

son, and set up the others in professions. But they 

all preferred to farm, and after eventually Morrow 

cut up the estate into four large farms, and gave one 

to each son. 

large farms .. 

The four Chisnall sons each gained 

The eldest inherited Ohinemuri, much 
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reduced, two bought sheep farms in Marlborough 

province, and the fourth bought a farm ca.lled Dudley 

House near Yaldhurst. Several other families 

rein~J..ined in farming. The Deanses had cut up Wai

marama by 1901, and leased it in small farms to 

tenants, but they continued to be large lando\1mers 

in other areas. D.G. Holmes had two sons, one of 

whom inherited a reduced Holmeslee, and the other a 

smaller Mount Harding. The Somervilles became a 

flourishing sheepfarming family in the North Island, 

and the Todhunters continued in a big way in .Ashburton. 

Of the Chapman sons, two became farmers on a large 

scale in ;south Canterbury. The-:.·third -a medical doctor, 

L.R.C.P. and L.R.C.S., died with a wealthy prac-tice 

at Nice, and the fourth became a major in the Indian 

Army,. 

The four sons of JoC. Helmore were all settled in 

the usual way. The eldest took over his father's 

legal business, speculated in land, gained the rank 

o.f captain in the .Ne\v Zealand J,:r:my, and married a 

run-holder's daughter. The second son became a 

merchant, and also managed the family estate in Ashbur

ton county. After this was sold, he speculated in 

South American land, and died c:d; Santa Cruz.. The 

third son bought an estancia in Argentina, which he 

called Sant;a Euphemia, and the fourth son became a 

large sheepfarmer, and owned Cascade station in North 
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Carrterbury. The Peter fami..Ly, at'ter some of its 

land was sold off to provide for daught;ers, and more 

·:ms tal,;:en by the Government, divided up the remainder 

of ·the Anama estate into large sheep farms for several 

of the sonse .Another became a sheep farmer in 

Geraldine county. C.J. Peter lived at Anama homestead 

and continued to dispense ·the family's traditional 

hospitality. 

If many families disappeared, then many also 

managed to remain, although with substantially smaller 

properties and incomes. Fewer and fewer could keep 

servants, and after World War One, the big houses so 

extravagently built in earlier years began to decay. 

Fire and neglect took their toll. Corwar was razed 

in a spectacular fire early iri the century, Somerton 

burnt down about 1910, Auchenflower was demolished in 

the 1930s, as was Mount Somers three decades lat;er. 

Longbeach was destroyed by fire, and replaced by a 

more modest house in ke.eping with the near-servantless . 

1930s. The old elag had disappeared, and_the tight 

cohesiveness of the gentry 11 family 11 was dispersed. 

Around the turn of the century, gentry sons "iJere being 

11 farmed out 11 into the professions or business, ·with 

:favoured ones receiving inheritances of one, two, or 

three thousand acres of land. In two decades, the 

elaborate, apparently permanent gentry oligarchy, 

based upon great freehold estates, had almost completely 

disappeared. Some legacy or 11 genteel 11 aura still 
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surrounds large sheepfarmers, and a vague mythology 

of 11 the Old Families" persists in the county. Names 

like Studholme, Grigg, Morrow and Ballantyne still 

mean something, but no longer would Ashburton farmers 

automatically give their votes to these names for 

their own sakes. By 1952, of forty-seven gentry 

families of the 'nineties, only twelve, or roughly 

one-quarter, still held land in the county. All 

1;1ere rather above the average size, but their sheep 

flocks were small fractions of those held by their 

forbearse (See figure 1) 

No single reason cs_11 be given to explain this 

rapid disappearance of a distinc·I; social group. 
, 

Economic pressures favoured the estates rather than 

discouraged them. The estates broke up in a time 

of rising prices, when it was in the interests of 

large landowners to hold on as long as possible for 

even greater wealth ·than they had already acquired 

through the udepressed 0 'eighties and 'nineties. 

It has been argued that the large lando\'mers had only 

been waiting for "better times 11 to sell off their 

estates, which were economic burdens to them.1 

1 This opinion, put forward by Heeves in the 'nine
ties, has since become part of traditional New 
Zealand economic history. J.B.Condliffe summar
ised the belief when he ,,,rote: 11 The land ·was 
locked up in large stations that 1·1ere unprofitable, 
even when organised as extensive wool producing 
units, and were still more unprdl'table when viewed 
in relatiion to the opportunities of the new mixed 
farming after refrigeration. Until their finances 
could be reHdjusted no progress was possible. 
Many stations ',·1ere f'or sale') but at prices commen
surate with the mortgages.," Condliffe, J .. B., 
New:·zea.land ~ the_ !'l:::~-~~1g., London 1 1930,p.,,l43 .. 
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But the evidence is that the estates were showing 

handsome profits, lubricated by fruaily capital and 

financial expertise, and it seems unlikely that the 

gentry who ;•;ere firstly businessmen, would have 

abandoned their investments at the begin~ing of a 

curve 0£ upward growth - certainly not for economic 

reasons. 

Nor were political and legislative pressures 

adequate. The graduated land t;ax wa.s not criticalo 

It was a burden, but it ·could be borne by large 

estates without undue strain. Compulsory purchase 

was only of' very limited application in the county, 

and. the gentry showed by thei:r:- attempts to settle 

sons on at lea.st a portion of their estates that most 

were not "fly by nighters". Many of the indications 

are that at least some of the gentry wanted to found 

permanent dynasties, on the English and Scottish models 

·t;hey admired. They certainly imitated many of the 

features of thes~ models. Business to them was a 

means to an end, not the end itself. Most had 

dreamed of founding oountry·seats to pass down the 

generations. Neither economic ·forces, nor political 

ones, could prevent them from doing so. 

Social pressures seem a likelier explonation. 

The large landowners _in the 'nineties began to panic, 

and then passed on to a profound gloom.' All that; 

they had worked for was now being attacked on all 

sides, not only by the 11 wretched scribblers 11 , but 



FIGURE I 

SHG,-;nm GENTRY ]'AI-ULIES PID.;SE;1-;rr_e IN .. J3HBUR11!0.N COUNTY 

IN •J!B.E 1890s .AND IN 192 

( c.omparing J:!'igure 1 , Uhapter II, with t;he Return of 
Sheepo~,mers, 1952, Government Printer, Wel'Iington~953) 

1890s 

1 Alington 
2 Ballantyne 
3 Cameron 
4 Browne 
5 Chapman 
6 Chisnall 
7 Coster 
8 Cox 
9 Cunningham 
,.10 Cunningham-Graham 
11 Deans 
12 Dobson 
13 Drurnmond 
14 Elmslie 
15 Friedlander 
16 Goodwin 
17 Grigg 
18 Hart 
19 Hawdon 
20 Helmore 
2"1 Holmes 
22 Harper 
23 Loughnan 
24 Mcilre_ith 
25 :McFa.:r:lane 
26 Malet 
27 f/I:J.clean Buckley 
28 Y'.Mackie 
29 Morrow 
30 Moorhouse 
31 Murray-Aynsley 
32 McNab Lyttleton 
33 Packer 
34 Peache 
35 Peter 
36 Somerville 
37 s·t;rachey 
38 Studholme 
39 Str.::mc-;e 
40 Steward 
41 Todhunter 
42 Upton 
43 Walker 
44 Wason 
45 Wilson 
46 White 
47 ~·Iright 

,.1952 

1 Ballantyne 

2 Chapman. 
3 Chisnall. 

4 Drummond 

5 Grigg 

6 Holmes 
7 Harper 

8 McFarlane 

9 Morrow 

10 Peache 

11 Studholme 

12 Todhunter 



also from ·within their own rinks$ There appears 

to have been a sort of 11 crisis of confidence 11 among]:t 

the gentry. The press, the people, and the new 

Liberal government were all talking very loudly 

about "bursting up the great estates 11 .. The govern

ment began to pass measures that seemed II socialistic 11 

and to be about to bring all this talk into practical 

reality. The whole concept of a rural gentry was 

antiquated and mocked as such. The gentry were 

constantly hearing themselves labelled as "sham 

aristocracy", squattocracy 11 , or 11 soci·a1 pests", in 

the commonmisinterpretation of Reeves's phraseo 

The gentry, many of whom must have themselves doubted 

their 11righ·t 11 to disproportionate wealth, 1,,1ere under 

he.avy social pressure. Most had a strong sense of 

public duty and social service, and while this 

pressure only steele~ the nerve of a. few· such as 

Holmes, most appeared to have become doub'l:;ful and 

vacillating, as did Wason. 

In addition to the pushing of social pressure 

was the tugging of economic lures 9 P-..cices ·were 

beginning to rise, and it was now possible for a 

laridovrner to sell his estate at a good price, and 

retire on the profit's to a town life in Christchurch 

or Britain. This must have acte~ as a positive 

and strong inducement~. Retirement in lu::nu.'y \,,as 

an easy-alternative to remaining on an estate,. 

battling against penalties the governmeffG would 

presumably impose, and managing f?..rm finences ancl, 



intractable wo~k forces. Rising prices would 

mean greater profit~bility year after year, and the 

possibility of missing out on the~e new good times 

mus-f. ti.ave pained t;hese acute businessmen-farmers,. 

But whisky, whist;, and a retirement to some mansion 

in Neri vale ·was not a dismaying prospect .. 

It began to seem inevitable that the government 

would destroy the large estates, if not by intoler

able economic pressures, then by out.r±ght compulsory 

purchase. In this social and intellectual climate, 

the gentry appear to ha.Ve concluded that the only 

way ·to salvage something from the disaster was to 

. sell immediately, with profit, before the government 

actecl compulsorily. It was the anticipation of 

a revoiution, rather than the reality of one, that 

persuaded the gentry to abandon their estates. 

After 1893 they had assumed that they were de.feated, 

and concentrated their energies on salvaging what 

·l.;hey could.. Some, such as Ti"fason, Maclean Buckley, 

,::md ·t;he Murray-Aynsleys, abandoned the sinking ship 

altogether .. Others found new fields in commerce 

or the army. Many attempted to hold homestead 

- blocks and preserve something of what they had built 

- up. 

There was another important divisive factor • 

.Primogeniture had never been accepted :in New·Zealand 

and although many Ashburton landowners attempted 
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to bequeath their main estates intEw°b to· eld.est 

sons, in pract;ice, this usually failed.. The values 

of the youn.ger generation were ooming to differ 

from those of their parents, and it was increasingly 

common for estates to be subdivided amongst sons, 

as was done by the Morrows and Peters. Daughters 

often took portions too, or were given cash 

settlements raised by the selling of some of an 

estate. But the increasing frequency of this sort 

of fragmenta·l;ion of estates is noticeable only in 

the 'nineties and after. The changing ¥alues of 

a younger generation were to a large extent a 

reflection of the changing social val~es in the wider 

society. 

The_large landowners had~lost their old 

confidence and distinctivemess. There were to be 

plenty of rich farmers in the twentieth century, 

but no gentry. There is more agrarian ·weal th in 

Ashburton county than ever before, ·but it is evenly 

spread now among farms ranging in size from one to 

several hundred acres. The gentry has disappeared, 

and so too has the "peasantry" of very small £'armers, 

dependent on part-·time labour on the estat?s• 

The pyramid social structure of the 'nineties has 

been replaced _by a broadly affluent middle class, 

and 11 cockatoos 11 have become ncockies 11 • 
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APPE.NDICES TO .FIGURES - CHA.Pl:ER I 

Fip.:u.re "l : 

Ashburton 
Selwyn 
Mackenzie 
Waita.ki 
Vincent 

sources -~JHR, ✓1395 1 f-LZ~ Stntist.ica, 1895. 
1895 figures are given~ 

,SheeE 

882,000 
751,000 
469,000 
622,000 
412,000 

Flocke over ~~mber of pheep 
4~ono in flocks 

.. over 4,'ooo 

52 582,000 
35 404,000 
26 L~22;00Q 
25 465,000 
10 350,000 

NB: These five counties were selected because of 
their roughly similar areas, viz., 

Ashburton 2,540 sq.m. 
Selwyn 2;597 
Mackenzie 2,537 
Waitaki 2,333 
Vincent 2,684 

Their topographies were very different, an important 
contributing factor in land settlement patterns. 

Figt!re 2: utilising figures above. 

;Fig,ure 2,: source: ~ 1896 • 

.Qq,un;tz 
Ashburton 
Selwyn 
Mackenzie 
Waitaki 
Vincent 

~gure 4: 

]_'igure 2.:. 
Fig_u;re 6; 

,c.o.:unt~ 
Ashburton 
Selwyn 
Mackenzie 
Waitaki 
Vincent 

Figu:r:e 7: 
?r 
\ 

Males 
6,027 

15,627 
875 

4;824 
2,608 

Females 

4,793 
14,463 

639 
4,052 
1,482 

utilising figures above. 

11 H " 
source:~ 1896. 

Acres of land Cultiva~ 
630,000 
455,000 

73,000 
324;000 
91,000 

,Tqta;I. po;e. 
10,820 
30;090 

1:; 514 
8,876 
4,090 

Source: -Return of the llreeholders of New 
Zealan.d 1882 (1884-)., 

;~~-g_ur,e 8 : \!Source: AJHR 1896, Return of Sheenm,mers of 
12,?1 .and~2, Gvt Printer, 1953,. . 

Fi~lU'e 9: Sources: A~ 1896, H23~ 
' & /10: 

In 1895 there vrnre 52 flocks of over 4-,000 
sheep in i~shburton County. There was a total 

1111 f."n 



of 7'i 2 flock 01.mers in the County which meant 
that those o\<ming over 4 1 000 sheep ·were 7. 37'6 
of the total. These 7o3% flock ovmers possessed 
some 581,900 sheep out of the County total of 
882,100 sheep; or 66~'6 .. 

In 1952 there were 21 flocks of over 4,000 
sheep, out of a total of 1,234 flock own:ars, 
or 1.7%. These 21 flocks comprised 159~700 
sheep out of a total of 1,243,800 in the 
Gounty, or some 13%. 

Jrigure 1: 

CIL4.PrEH II 

Information largely taken from Macdonald 
Biographies, Canterbury Musenm, op.cit. 



.AP:l?ENDJX I 

ASHBUR~~ON ES1I'ATES IN 1882 

(taken from_! Return £f. ~ !£eeholders 2.f ~, ~) 

All estates of over 2,500 acres or over £15,000 in 
value are shown .. 

1 

2 

Owner 

Brown, J .. T .. , 

Browne, M.I., 11 Highbank 11 

Bullock, T.o, 

4,302 
9,260 
2,971 

Value 

£ 17?607 
£50,936 
£ 25.,000 3 

4 Cham~erlain Bros., 2,808 £16,848 
(also owned estates in Selwyn and Ashley .. Total 
landed estate of 8,533 acres, worth £48,590). 

5 Chatmos Co • .,. 11 Chatmos 11 _ 3,494 £ 17,000 

6 Coster, E.S .. , and J .. L., 
11 Somerton° 

7 Cox, C,.P., 

8 Dawson, A.,. 

9 Garrick, C., & Hill, 
10 Gerard, 1:l. , 11 Snowden 11 

(also owned 10,000 acres, .worth 

7,996 
3,632 
2 ,.504 

3,018 
2;953 

£30,000 

£80,000 
£10,000 
£15,055, 
£ 5,433 
£ 7,500 

in Selwyn)· 
11 Gould, G~, a.nd Cameron, 

"Springfield" 
12 Grigg, J. , nLop.gbaach11 

13 Hale, B .. ,. 

14 Hart, G. , ''Winchmore 11 

D.,, 
... ' 

15 Rawdon, _C.,G.,, "Westerfield" 

18,125 
15,823 

2,83? 
4,822 
8,117 

16 Helmore, J.C., 4,676 
17 Holmes, D~G .. , and J., 11 Holmeslee 11 11,699 
,,18 Lee, E .. J .. , "Sherwood" 2,835 
19 Lowcliffe Co., ilLowcliffe" 10,805 
20 McLean, J., t1Lagmhoi- 11 18,370 

(also owned estates in Otago. Total value 
estates was £210,426, acreage 41,025) 

21 Malt by~ T., G. , 

22 Mill ton, W .. N .. , 
(also.owned an estate in Ashley) 

23 Morrow, D • ., 11 Montalton 

24 Murray-Aynsley, H.P., "Mount Hutt" 
25 Mcilraith, J .• D .. , and J.A., 

"Broo~park" 
26 M.cIJruith, H,., ") .. uchenflower 11 

2,5€)0. 

4.,226 

6,351 
7,078 

3,349 
1-1-;173 

£95,513 
£137,839 
£10,221 
£22,972 

£56,821 
£11,159 
£ 57 ,8'12 

£ --16,800 
£54,025 
£145,343 
of all 

,.. . 6,160 a, 

£ 12,675 

£15,877 
.0 l~2 ,265 w 

.0 20,094 w 

£ 27,9"17 



APPENDJJ{ I (Cont,..) 

~7 ,, I'llcKerrow,, R .. S .. , and Mann, .J" , 

28,. Moorhouse, A,,, 11She:pherds Bush" 

29,. Peache, 1\..E~, 11 rfount Somers 11 

30,. Pet;er, Hon .. ,,J .. S., 11 .irn.am.a" 

Yl .. Roberts, G,., 
(also owned Selwyn estates) 

32., Rule, W .. H., 

33 •> Stra.chey, A,. 1 11 Maranui 11 

34., Strachey, R .. , . ttHackthornen 

35., s·tudholme., J .. , "Coldstream11 

36 .. Wason, J ... Cathcart, ncorwarrr 

37 .. Watt, McG., 

38.. White, W. , . t1Langley1t 

39., Wilkin,, R .. , and Carter, J .. , 
11GroveH 

40,. Wilson .. Ven.l',.rchdeacon J.,. 
lliT,-.1o·l'-+-:in · · 

Y GI.J...V V V1-!.. 

41,,. Wright, E.,G .. , 11 Windermere" 
1~2 .. Alford Co., ff.Alford" 
43 .. Fairfield Estate, 11Fairfieldn 
LJ.-4a N~Zo Loan & Mercantile Co., 
L~5 .. Colonial Bank o.f New Zealand 

4,306 
5.)291 

3,953 
1?,984 

9')123 

2,951 
2,418 

3,094 
19,240 

5,226 

5,499 
3,351 

2,141 

5,163 
13,526 

10,,216 

3,923 
12,401 

2,592 

Total of the first 43 estates above: 

£ 21,53"1 

£ '16,600 

£ 15, 2'10 

£ 54-,094 

£29,018 

£12,629 
£18,452 

£ 18,,200 

£58,290 

£ 3'1,359 
£ 13 ,84-0 
£26,111 

£20,099 

£19,557 
£39,787 
£40,864 

£ 11+,476 

£51,820 

£ 

272,389 £1,428,089 
Average: 6,567 £33,211 

Some families possessed smaller properties, but were 
accep·t;ed as members of the gentry. Some held remnants 
of old leasehold runs in addition to the freehold 
property registered in 1882, while others held estates 
outside Ashburton county~ Three examples are: 
L~6e Lyttleton, W.McN.,, nRokeby 11 2,124 £ 14~840 

(held several thousand leasehold acres in addition) 
47 .. Mackie, Rev .,Co, HLavington11 1,820 £ 18,225 

(estate comprising four farms and the freehold 
homestead block of flLavington 11 run, together 
with leasehold) . 

48 .. Packer, H.;w • ., 2,312 £ 9,848 
(also Oi•med an estate. of 3,700 acres in Ashley, 
a farm in Selwyn, and town :properties, worth 8. 

total of :i',109,259) 



ASHBUR1:rON Ef:ll:_>\'1ES OF OV'ER 5, qoo A9_RES IN 1890 

(taken from A~J 9HoR .. , 1890, H22A) 

Owner & Estate 

"I. Browne, M .. I .. , "Highbank11 

2. Gerard, w .. , 11 Snowden 11 

3. Grigg, J .. , 11Longbeach" 
4.. Harper, C.,J. 1 11 Hackthornet1 

5. Rawdon, C,.G .. , "Westerfield" 
6. Holmes, D.G .. , ttHolmeslee" 

7. Holmes, J .. , 11Viewmount 11 

8. Moorhouse, B.M .. (Est.), 11Shepherds 
Bush" 

9. Morrow, D .. , t1Jfontalto 11 

10. McLean, J,.., "Lagmhoru 

11., Peter, W .. S., 0 _,\nama" 

12. Studholme, J., "Coldstreamu 

"13. Wason, J .. Cathcart, "Corwar11 

·14. Watt, McG., 

15. Wilson, Rev.J .. (Est.), 11Valetta11 

16. Wright, E.G., "Windermere" 

"BJ.NKS, CORPOR1t~ld~~- !- FIRMS" .. ··-- .· 

17.' Bank of New Zealand, "Cracroft 0 

18. Lowcli:ffe Estate, "Lowcliffe" 
19'1> Mount; Hutt Estat~, "Mount Hutt 11 

20. Alford_Estate, "Alford" 

21. 'N~Z .. &A .. Land Go.,, "Actontt 

22. 1 N .. Z .. Loan & Mercantile Co., 
- 11 Springfield 11 

23. Gould & Cameron,/ 

Total value of estates: 

Approx .. 
Acres i,mpr .. :7~] ---

9,401 £50,000 
6,173 0 9,000 i,J 

16,554 £180,000 
7,287 £24,000 
6,500 £51,000 
7,117 £47,000 

5~359 £26,000 

5,289 £11,000 
6,345 £ --12,000 

'18,533 £122,000 
18,022 £38,000 
17,278 £65,000 

5,226 £ 36,000 

5,153 £ 9,000 
5,458 £ 15,000 
8,423 £ 21,000 

5,592 £, 8,000 
9,758 £39,000 
9,055 £30,000 
8,458 £29,000 

16,297 £85,000 

16,200 £83,000 

£1,015,000 

' These ·t;hree estates are the only properties listed in 
the h1.:.mds of mortgage holding financial orga:li.se.tions. 
Lowclj.ffe belonged to the estate of R..H .. Rhodes, Mount 
Hutt to a Murray-Aynsley family combination, .Alford to 
a group of Yorkshire farmers, and Springfield to a 
businessman and farmer in partnershipo 



APPENDIX II(;\il 

:,Sff3URTON ESTN.tES OF Ov..&t?. "10~000 ACRES IN 1892 

(taken from AoJ.H~R&, 1892, B20a) 

01,,mer & Est::.,:t:;e Acres Value - - --
'L,, Cameron, D .. ., 11Springfield 11 16,198 £ 971000 
2., Grigg, ,J"' 11 Longbeach 11 15')310 £"156,000 

3a Harper, C~J" 1 "Hackthorne 11 1"1,735 .c, 4-'1, 000 a, 

L~,. Peter, w.s .. , 11 1\nama 11 18,256 _p 4-2,000 <lJ 

5~ Studholma~ J., ~Coldstrea.m 11 17,917 £ 59,000 
6 .. Wilson., Rev .. J .. , (est .. ), "Valetta11 10,191 £ L~2,000 

7 .• Wright, E~G .. , 11 Winderme:re 11 12,860 £44,000 

di~PErnnx II(C) 

,.. .. SHBUB.TON, ESTATES OF OVER 10 1 000 AqRES IN 1903, 

(to.ken from A,.J .. H .. R .. , 1903, B20) 

1., Cameron, D .. ' 11 Springfield 0 '}6, 7''16 £116,000 
2., Grigg, J .. C .. N .. , 11 L0Ig>each11 15,567 £134-,000 

3& Holmes, D,.G,., "Holmesleen 10,039 £71,000 
4-o Rhodes, R .. H., (Est.) 11Lowclj_ff'e 11 11,354- £80,000 
5·., Studholme 1 J .. ,II, "Coldstream" 11,048 £ 4-7,000 
6. ·wilson., Rev .. J., (Est .. )· "Valetta 11 10,002 £ 491000 
7., t,f',~io-ht 

' ..... 0 ; E .. G~, 0 Windermere 11 12,888 £ 50,000 · 
8,, Naclean Buckley, G .. A., uLagmhort1 24~017 £133,000 
9., Gerard, w .. ; 11 Snowdenfl 28,592 £47,000 



}~PEI"f.DIX II(D) 

"'cSHBURTON ESTATES OF lLN UNIMPROVED VALUE OF 

f.20 ,, 000 AND UPW cillDS IN 1906 

(taken from .&d~H.Jh, 1906, H30B) 

Owner & Estate --
1. Cameron,D .. , ''Springfield" 
2. Grigg, J.C .. N'?., Longbeach11 

3. Holmes, D .. G., (Est.,) "Holmeslee 11 

4. Holmes, J,.A., "Viewmount" 
5.. Maclean Buckley, G.A~, 11Lagmhoru 

fi. Wilson, Rev.J .. ,(Est),"Valetta!:!: 
7. Wright, E .. G-~,(Est), 11Windermere 11 

Acres -
12,061 
12,807 
10.,035 

6,123 
18,686 
10,lf-33 
12,870 

Impro Val1;i.e 

£/117,000 
£/126,000 
£92,000 
£67,000 
£137,000 
£ 64-,000 
£62,000 



_A.PPEND IX III 
~ 

( ta_ken from Appendix !o j,h!i:_ .:I.ournals, 91. the J:!ouse .21:: 
Representatives, v-lellington, '1896, pp693-97 .. H23; 
.flock figures on .ilpril 30, '1895),. Only flocks of over 
lJ., 000 are s hmm .. 

o,,mer & Estate or Area 
.....-- - -· 

'L Ba.llarrtyne, John,, 11 Thirlstane" 

2 .. Ba...rik N.,Z-a, Estat.es Coy .. , 11Singletree 11 

Ealing 

3,, Browne, N .. Io, 11Highbank 11 

4" Cameron, 1).,, 11 Springfieldn: .. 

5,~ Cunningham, P,. , Dromore 

6.. Deans, J .. , 11Waimarama11 

7~ Dowding, C.H., and Todhunter, C .. F .. 
"Westerfield" 

Sc, Drummond, P .. , 11Rosedale 11 

9.. Friedlander, . M" , nxolmarn 

10 .. Gardiner,.J~, Rakaia 

Sheep No,. 

7,752 
and 

8,143 

16,617 
26,454 

4,650 

7,896 

5,354 
4,100 

5,520 
4, "l 34-

1'1 .. Grigg, J .. , 11 Longbeachn '17,136 
(an unusual year; 1896 figure 

of 33,292 more normal) 

12.. Hart, G .. , "Winchmore rr 

13,. Henderson, David, Methven 

·14,, Holmes, D .. G., "Mount Harding 11 

11 Holmeslee 11 

15" Holmes, D.G .. & J,., 1_1Viewmountn 

"16,. Holmes, J", Methven, 

17 .. Ki.1ight, D ... F .. , Mount Somers 

18.. Lyttelton, W .. M .. , 0 Ro]:eby11 

19,. Macfarlane, A .. , 11 Glenara 11 

20,. Mcilraith, J .. & A., 11 Auchenfloweru 

21 .. McLean, Hon.J., 11Lagmhor 11 

22~ McLennan and Syme, Methven 

239 Miles & Co~, Bushside 
24. Morrow, De .. vid, 11 Montalto 11 

25 .. Murray-:cynsley, J.P. nMount Hutt 11 

26a Na·tional B .. N.Z .. , Mayfield. 

27., N9M,.&A .. Co,. of N.,Z .. , Lim., 11Shepherds Bush" 

5,550 
4.,035 
6,/100 
7,780 
6,327 

"13,242 
6,000 

4,083 
4,940 
6,019 

24,904 
13,250 

8,080 

13,517 
14.,393 

7,495 
7,600 



28,i, N,.Z,. Alford Estate, Co .. ,Lmt .. , "Alford" 

29.. N,.Z. & ,lo Loan. Co., 11 Acton 11 

30 .. N .. Z.L .. & M.,..:i. .. Co., 11 Buccleuch" 
31., N .. Z. Trust & Loan Co., Winslow 

12,263 
11,769 

9,700 
9,200 

32.. Peache., .,l.E .. , "l'fount Somersu '10,000 
33 .. Pe-t;er, Hon .. w.s .. , 11 Anama 11 24-,150 
34. Rhodes, R.H., (Est .. ) "Chatmos 11 5,653 

0 Lowcliffe 11 8,553 
35. Somerville, A.F .. (nr Methven) Westerfield & 

11 The Terraces 11 7,014 
36. Strachey, Alexander, "Barf ord. 11 

37,, Strachey, Richard, uMaronan" 
38 .. Studholme, J., 11 Coldstream 11 

390 Union Bank, Hinds 

40., Wason, Sir J .. o., "Corwartr 

41,. White, Leonard, "Langley" 

42. Wilson, Rev.,J., 11Valetta0 

4,250 
10,1v10 
20,409 
5,400 

13,199 
7,191 
9,520 

43 .. Wright;, E.G., 11Windermere 11 & Gawler Downs 1116,086 

~ig~ pount;r;y; Flocks£~ i,_000 
44. M.Z.L. &.M.A. Co., 11Hakatere 11 

11 :Mount Possession" 
45.. Garard, W., 11Double Hill" 
46.. Harrison, J .. , 11 Clent Iiills 0 

47 .. Dalgety & Co., 11Lake Heron 11 

48. Dunbar, Peter, Lake Heron 
Total of the 48 flocks above: 
Total no. of sheep in Ashburton county: 
~~~~rtion of Ashburton sheep in flocks 

. tcJ:,000 . 

Lowlands Flocks ~ .2,5oq 
1+9. Adair, R.M., Seafield 
50. B~tty, Joseph, Cairnbrue 
51.. Cameron, Duncan, "0lunes 11 

520 Capon Brose, Winchmore 
53.. Chapman, E., 11Drayton 11 

5L~.. Chisna:1,1, W., 11 0hinemuri 11 

55. uopland, James, Chertsey 
56. Coskerie, James 

57 o Digby, M .. Cu ., 

23,874 
23,421 
38,897 
19,570 
10,853 

6,000 

578 ,Ll-43 
882,086 

66% 

·3,625 
2,463 
3,535 
3,174 
3,632 
2,556 
2,929 
3,020 
3,687 



58 .. Doig, Peter, Chertsey 

59. Jones; .P~ \I 

60., Mawson, T., & J., Westerfield, 11 0alc Flat 11 

61 .. McClelland & Co~, Methven 
62., MorJ __ ,:1.nd,, '11homas, Rakaia 

63. Orr, Alexander 1 Methven 
61.J.. Orr, Ilohn 

65.. Rule, W .,H,. . 

66.. Smith, W.T., Stavely 
67. S·t;range, w • ., "Riversdalen 

Total of the flocks above: 
Proportion of Ashburton sheep in flocks 

over 2,500; 
(67 farms of a total of 838, 

OR about 8% of the farms of the county 
sustained about 73~ of the sheepo) 

2,84-0 
2, 6''14 

2,987 
3,34-2 
3,990 
2,780 
2,500 
2,854 
2.,520 
3,360 

637,031 

~u.so, about 6% of the holdings of the county 
sustained about 66% of the sheep .. 



APPENDIX V 

EXAMPLES O:B' :MORTGAGE TR'lNSA.CTIONS 

Showing all mortgage transactions recorded in the 
nominal Inde::c of the L::mds and Deeds Registry, Christ-· 
church, ente:r.•ed into by Ashburton landowners from 1888 
to 1897.-

Ashburton Landowner as Jfortg:3-gee1 

1 o 1888 Mrs Bea·trice de Cartaret Malet on G .. B .. Woodman• s 
farm,. 

2. 1888 D .. Morrow on R .. W. Walter 1 s farm,. 
3. 1889 F .. de Cartaret Malet on Dr,.W .. H .. Symes 1 farm, 

Heathcote. 
4 .. 1890 H.,Mcilraith & another on W0Grah3.m's i'e.rm .. 
5. 1891 D .. Morrow & two o·bhers on J .. S.Nanson's farm .. 
6. 1890 J.Studholme on farms in Arouri and Mandeville. 
7. 1892 F. de C. Malet & another on Tod's and Rennie's 

farm. · 
8. 1892 JoHolmes on C.Deal's farm .. 
9. 1892 J.i•. de C. Malet on a Tai Tapu farm. 
10. 1892 C.J. Harper & another on George Harper & 

T .. W. Maucle • s farm .. 
11. 1893 F .. de c. Malet & another on H .. Garland 1s .farm. 
·12. '1893 F .. de C .. Malet on P.Ryan's farm. 
13. 1893 F .. de C. Malet on A,.C., Gray 1 s farm. 
"14. 1893 J.CsN. Grigg & another on W.Anderson's :farm .. 
"15 .. 1894 F. de C. Malet on Moeraki farm. 
16. 1894 J.C.N. Grigg & another on u.King's farm. 
17. "1895 D .. Morrow on a farm. 
18 .. 1896 J .. C .. Helmore on H.Wright.'s farm., 
19. 1896 G • .A .. Maclean Buckley & another on bro'ther•s 

estate, Dunsande16 . 
20,,. 1896 W.Strange & 2 ot;hers on farm of r.ir.irs E.A .. Richards,, 
21. 1897 G.A.Maclean Buckley on brother•s estate, 

Dunsandel. 
22. 1897 J. Studholme II on father's estate, Coldstrea.m9 

~hburton Lando~ ~ l\Jo:rtgago:r 

1. 1888 I.R.C. Cunninghame-Graham to N.Z .. Trust & Loan 
Co., & Wm. Harris Harris Esg. 

2. 1888 J.Studholme II given equity of redemption of 
Coldstream estate. · 

3. 1889 GoHart discharges mortgage on Wincbmore. 
1~. 1895 R.Sholto Strachey given equity of redempti0n 

on Maronan estate .. 

I 
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