
The John Carroll Review The John Carroll Review 

Volume 76 Issue 1 Article 59 

Achilles of the Asphodel Fields Achilles of the Asphodel Fields 

Sophia Wohlwend 
John Carroll University, swohlwend25@jcu.edu 

Follow this and additional works at: https://collected.jcu.edu/jcr 

 Part of the Fiction Commons, Nonfiction Commons, Photography Commons, and the Poetry 

Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Wohlwend, Sophia () "Achilles of the Asphodel Fields," The John Carroll Review: Vol. 76: Iss. 1, Article 59. 
Available at: https://collected.jcu.edu/jcr/vol76/iss1/59 

This Poem is brought to you for free and open access by the Student at Carroll Collected. It has been accepted for 
inclusion in The John Carroll Review by an authorized editor of Carroll Collected. For more information, please 
contact mchercourt@jcu.edu. 

https://collected.jcu.edu/jcr
https://collected.jcu.edu/jcr/vol76
https://collected.jcu.edu/jcr/vol76/iss1
https://collected.jcu.edu/jcr/vol76/iss1/59
https://collected.jcu.edu/jcr?utm_source=collected.jcu.edu%2Fjcr%2Fvol76%2Fiss1%2F59&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1151?utm_source=collected.jcu.edu%2Fjcr%2Fvol76%2Fiss1%2F59&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1152?utm_source=collected.jcu.edu%2Fjcr%2Fvol76%2Fiss1%2F59&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1142?utm_source=collected.jcu.edu%2Fjcr%2Fvol76%2Fiss1%2F59&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1153?utm_source=collected.jcu.edu%2Fjcr%2Fvol76%2Fiss1%2F59&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1153?utm_source=collected.jcu.edu%2Fjcr%2Fvol76%2Fiss1%2F59&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://collected.jcu.edu/jcr/vol76/iss1/59?utm_source=collected.jcu.edu%2Fjcr%2Fvol76%2Fiss1%2F59&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:mchercourt@jcu.edu


Achilles of the Asphodel Fields 
Sophia Wohlwend 
 
Regret—Goddess, sing the regret of long-dead Achilles, 
slain, condemned to a fate decided by gods, 
damned to Persephone’s asphodel fields 
to drift for eternity, mingling with a host 
of faceless shades. For now that his rage 
has cooled in these pallor fields, he lifts his eyes 
to the firmament of Hades and, in sound mind, 
discovers too late the death of a forgotten old man 
is a far, far better end than the death 
of a bloodied and murd’rous youth 
doomed to eternal heroism in the annals of history. 
Asphodel means my regrets follow you to the grave. 
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