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According to terror management theory[1,2], 
humans automatically suppress the thought 

of death when they are reminded of their 

mortality (mortality salience; MS), leading to 

a hyper-accessibility of death-related 

thoughts under MS[3]. We tested this claim 
of death-thought-suppression using a 

think/no-think paradigm[4].

Death-related words are remembered 

worse than other words - especially after 

thought-suppression. These effects are 

independent of MS, showing that death-

related words are also without MS 

automatically suppressed.
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