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Ludwig Mies van der Rohe 860/880 Lake Shore Drive
Chicago, USA
1951
Kunio Maekawa Harumi Apartments
Tokyo, Japan
1958
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Preface

Organizational and administrative activities have
shed their typological corset. Having cut spatial ties
to the office, they are now at home almost
anywhere.

According to current studies, around 20% of
office space in Germany will be obsolete in the
medium term'. This corresponds to a floor area of
more than 75 million square meters. Calculated
against the average per capita living space of 47,7
sgm?, this represents enough space to house
almost 2 million people.

This equation is grossly simplified. It is
problematic for, amongst other reasons, its
exclusion of variables such as a building’s structural
character, its urban location, and its proximity to
technical and social infrastructures.

The current demand for living space - especially
in metropolitan areas - and the simultaneous necessity
to establish more sustainable architectural practices,
makes the conversion of existing buildings inevitable.
This brings the above-mentioned issues to the fore,
and will require the analysis of these buildings’
potentials and the architectural tools for exploiting
them.

R+EVUE 2 presents ten case studies, each
making use of the same already-vacant office
structure: an administrative building from the 1970s
in Hamburg Wansbek. The object under
investigation serves as a stand-in for the office
buildings which pervade the peripheries of large
German cities. Through consideration of this
building’s specific structural and urban characteristics,
various strategies for reappropriation are examined.

The studies were produced systematically: the
same office structure superimposed with ten
residential projects, selected to form a broad
typological spectrum. The frictions and conflicts
which arise during this overlay process become
catalysts for specific design solutions and raise
more general questions about the reappropriation
of existing structures. By adapting the characteristic
typological features of the residential buildings to
the structure of the office building, new and
unexpected approaches are generated.

The depth and extent of each study’s
intervention is measurable against the existing
structure. In the form of red-yellow plans and
visualizations, both demolition measures and structural
additions are clearly illustrated.

' Astheimer, Sven; Freytag, Bernd; Heeg, Thimeo;
Jung, Marcus; Psotta, Michael: Jedes flinfte Bliro
wir nicht mehr gebraucht werden, in: FA.Z.,
08/07/2020, p. 22

2 Statistisches Bundesamt (Destatis):
Wohnungsbestand nach Anzahl und Quadratmeter
Wohnflache, Deutschland, 2021
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| Bf the structures are located in the urban periphery. All were built in the 1970s and
. Today, all are difficult to lease in theiroriginal function.
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1. Kunio Maekawa / Harumi Apartments / Tokyo, 1958 2. OMA / Nexus World / Fukuoka, 1991 STJ

3. Ludwig Mies van der Rohe / Lake Shore Drive / Chicago, 1951 4. Jo&o Alvaro Rocha / Maia 1
(Complexo Habitacional do Outeiro) / Maia, 2000 5. Hans Scharoun / Romeo & Julia / Stuttgart, 195
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Residential buildings
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6. Oscar Niemeyer / Altonaer StraBe / Berlin, 1957 7. OMA / FriedrichstraBe / Berlin, 1989 8.IBUS /
LitzowstraBe / Berlin, 1989 9. E2A / Escher Terrassen / Zirich, 2014  10. Kazujo Seijima & Ryue
Nishizawa / Kitagata Apartment Building / Gifu, 1998



CASE STUDY

Isometric View
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ROMEO & JUL

Hans Scharoun Romeo & Julia
Stuttgart, Germany
1959
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Isometric View



* Scharoun’s geometrically complex spatial network, optimized for its southern orientation,
cannot be fit into the orthogonal skeleton structure.

n, Romeo & Julia, Stuttgart, 1959
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ROMEO & JUL

Hans Scharoun Romeo & Julia
Stuttgart, Germany
1959
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n, Romeo & Julia, Stuttgart, 1959

Scharou
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Lars Oberle
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h# regfationship of the ground
udPof the transfer.
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ar Niemeyer, Alton Strasse, Berlin, 1957
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ban environment today, and
oor of the building?
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Nexus World Housing
Fukuoka, Japan

1991

NEXUS_ WO

OMA

dong the X and Y axes, the undulat-

Isometric View



OMA, Nexus World, Fukuoka, 1991

and fourth floors of the structure.
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David Leber

NEXUS WOE

Nexus World Housing
Fukuoka, Japan
1991




What potentials m the vertical extension of horizontally knotte




Lisbeth Romersperger

ESCHER
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3

oduce this quality within the office structure, the distinctive, grandstand-like terrace
placed along the full length of its west facade. Inside the building, the cross-wall
trgct@re of the Escher terraces can be adoois Substantial tectonic alteration.
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Zurich, Switzerland

Escher Terrassen
2014
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Isometric View



E2A, Escher Terrassen, Zurich, 2014
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Zurich, Switzerland
2014




Can any existing office building become an urban panoramic living through the addition
of an exterior terrace shelf?




trast to the Kitagata apartment building, the case study faces urban fabric in both
Irectns.
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Kitagata Apartment Building

Gifu, Japan
1998

KITAGATA

Kazujo Seijima & Ryue Nishizawa

Isometric View



* The Kitagata apartment building is characterized by its polarity. The glazed facade of the

rooms faces the city, while the circulation facade is sealed toward the adjacent urban
green island. Patios puncture the building, connecting the two sides to each other.
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Kitagata Apartment Building, Gifu, 1998




Melanie Wank

MAIA 1

32

This one-sided orientation is a reflection of the floor plan, which is divided longitudinally
Into two zones. A compact zone 9n m:o___ma\ rooms on the street side serves and
connects the larger zone of cguiiaig aces, which are lit by the ribbon
windows.

Maia 1 (Complexo Habitacional do

Outeiro)
Maia, Portugal

2000
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Joao Alvaro Rocha, Maia 1 (Complexo Habitacional do Outeiro), Maia, 2000
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e Jransfer, a podium is added to the office building as an extension of the ground

ST

or

y floor into the existing structure.

H

bove this new “elevated ground,” different residential typologies are stacked floor

FriedrichstraBe
Berlin, Germany

1989

OMA

Isometric View



e, Berlin, 1989

OMA, Friedrichstrass

" The starting point for OMA's project on Friedrichstrasse is the second ground plane, or

“elevated ground”. This podium separates the street-facing activities with their
semi-permanent pavilions from the residential cosmos above. The podium forms an
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Milena Weber
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A

nsferring the split-level principle to the office structure, neither lighting nor
ature control are in the foreground, but rather the question of the resulting spatial
value. It seems therefore acceptable that the partial deconstruction of the
oncrete skeleton and its subsequent extension come with considerable expense.

Berlin, Germany

LitzowstraBe
1989
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Isometric View



IBUS, Litzowstrasse, Berlin, 1989
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DNs break the generic, multiplied horizontality of the office
etworked residential spaces?
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Viola Winterstein
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Ihe §ransfer, the symmetrical perfection of the circulation must be adapted to serve a
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Chicago, USA,
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Ludwig Mies van der Rohe

Isometric View



* Mies van der Rohe’s Lake Shore Drive apartment ensemble with its symmetrical interior
circulations thrives on the solitaire nature of the buildings.

| R

MR

e f SN S S SRS
uJDH == " " o

B
— — —— —

N
W_.D._|_
-

Owodciona

(
|

]
Standard floor

Longitudinal Section

o 1
N EE NN
I
I
H || w
H || w
| H || w L]
|

Ground floor
Cross section

Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, 1951

Front elevation

Side elevation



E SHORE

860/880 Lake Shore Drive
Chicago, USA,
1951
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Ludwig Mie: n der Rohe, Lake Shore Driv icago, 1951
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HARUMI APARK

Kunio Maekawa Harumi Apartments
Tokyo, Japan
1958

Isometric View



Kunio Maekawa, Harumi Apartments, Tokyo, 1958

* Maekawa’s project does not hide its adaptation of the essential sectional principle of Le
Corbusier’s Unité d’ Habitation. Here, single-story and maisonette units are bundled into
three-story stacks and inserted into a prefabricated reinforced concrete mxm_mﬁo: sitting
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ch variety can a single sectional principle generate in |




Kunio Maekawa, Harumi Apartments, Tokyo, 1958
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* The transt@r of the Harumi Apartments structure to the office building adds to this
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