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DIALLO, AMADom Koso v m H EARS Vmc Es T ELLIN G 

HIM WHAT TO SAY? 
Susan H . Maurer 

Press a butto n 
and out comes his voice, effulgent, 
Jamaican, clear, with overtones. Bike messenger. 
H e pedals by, fast, in the bike lane, 
his hair studs his head, spikes the sky, 
bristles like a cap of in-driven nails. 
He is black as a telephone. 
He pedals by, fas t in rhe bike lane. 
I am walking as he pedals by 
and he says (I think it is to me, timed just so) 
"H ow much confusion is there in a blood bath?" 
W hat has he said to me? 
He has said: 

"How much confusion is there in a blood bath?" 
Fragment. Shard. Buller in rhe brain. 
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