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703 B u e l l Ave J o l i e t 111. 
August 2, 1954 

Dr. A l f r e d Shoemaker 
I'ranl-clin and Ivia.rshall Oollege • • _ 
Lancaster , Pa. 

Dear S i r : 
Relations of mine, l i v i n g i n Lancaster have sent 

me some of the newspaper a r t i c l e s concerning the PennsjrlTania Dutch 
f e s t i v a l s . I n one of the a r t i c l e s I saw 3?-our name,professor of 
American P o l k l o r e a t the c o l l e g e . I t mentioned also t h a t the purpose 
of these f e s t i v a l s eaoh year was to keep these "Penn. Dutch Oustoms 
a l i v e " , 

I thou<;:^t the experiences 1 have had inaj i n t e r e s t you, 
I was horn i n Lancaster Pa. My mother's f a m i l y has always l i v e d t h e r e . 
lly f a t h e r ' s famiT-jr l i v e d i n t h a t v i c i n i t j / - and i n Adams S-iounty. iVe 
moved to J o l i e t i n 1930. I v/as 12 jrears d i d then, 1 oompleted my 
education i n I l l i n o i s schools. I was Children's L i b r a r i a n i n the 
J o l i e t Pablic L i b r a r y and i t ?/as here t h a t mj so c a l l e d hobby began. 

We reoeivect books i n our department w i t h s t o r i e s of the -fenn, Dutch 
s p e c i a l l y the Amish class of people. I ordered f o r the department 
as many ohildren's books on these people t h a t were a v a i l a b l e . 

Becaiise of m3'- e a r l y years li-^ring i n the v i o i n i t j ' - of the 

±'enn. Datch I knew many of t h e i r oiistoms, She people here d i d not 
know about these people and wanted t o l e a r n more. So I decided f o r 

a Book Weex a t t r a c t i o n i n the libraayr t o f e a t u r e the books on the 

Pem. Dutch axiu ha..^ a d i s p l a y of t h e i r way of l i v i n g , -through our 
contacts i n Lancaster I purchased the l i t t l e d o l l s dressed i n Aoish 

garb, also the miniature furni'ture which can be purchased i n Dnjicaster, 



The display created rauch i n t e r e s t among c l i i l d r e n - t h e d i s p l a y being a 
farm scene shelving the home,their mode of l i v i n g and as manj^ customs 
as I could d e t a i l . The parents coming i n t o the l i b r a r j ' - w i t h t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n were i n t e r e s t e d a l s o . Bo nuoh so t l i a t -tYiej asked me to prepare 
a program to present t o some of t h e i r organizations such as P.T.A.'s 
Women's Olubs, 'Ohurch .groups and also •idle Rotady, l i o n s and other 
community meetings. 

This s t a r t e d about 5 3''ears ago and the i n t e r e s t s t i l l e x i s t s . 
Each year 1 am asked to d i f f e r e n t groups u n t i l I thinJc about every perscsn 
has heard the program i n t h i s localit3?-, A few months ago the Ohicago 
•xrihone Newspaper e d i t o r of the neigliborhood s e c t i o n c a l l e d ijie. The3'' 
had seen the program p u b l i c i t 3 r i n some of the surburban papers and i t 
i n t e r e s t e d them, Theic i n v i t e d me t o come to t h e i r o f f i c e and t e l l them 
a l l the i n t e r e s t s I portrayed i n the program.So i n ̂ '-iay Vaej p r i n t e d 
i n the neighborhood s e c t i o n w i t h p i c t u r e s i n headlines m3r hobbs'-. 
This as a matter of course was read ''oj many people i n Ghioago area. 
Calls have come as a response to t h i s from organisations i n t h i s area 
asking f o r the program. 

A few weeks ago I reoeived a c a l l f o r an i n t e r v i e w about the 
program fTrom Columbia Braodcasting ^ta t i o n ^ T e l e - ^ r i s i o n ^ fo appear on 
t h e i r program "Shopping wi'th Miss l e e " . This I d i d . 

There i s so much t o the subjeot of renn. Batch the Anish and 
the f o l k a r t t h a t you can not give much i n a short program. People 
are so i n t e r e s t e d i n l e a r n i n g about others and being ent e r t a i n e d a t the 
same time t h a t 'bhis type of program seems t o have taken the place of 
book re^/iews. 1 have smidied a l o t about these people and have a 
warm spot i n my heart f o r the country and the poeple. Prom f a i T i i l 3 ^ ahd 
f r i e n d s I gather new s t o r i e s and sayings t o keep ra3'- program new and 
a l i v e . T love t e l l i n g people about these unusual f o l k wrho gave 3D 
muoh t o our American Heritage and have made Penn. a farmer's paradise. 



I do not work permanently a t the librarj?- now as lam raaieried and 
have a 2 jrear o ld son. But J- keep a l i v e r y i n t e r e s t and have a stozyr 
hour a t the l i b r a r y every "Saturday morning a t 10 A.M. 
Any suggestions you would have J- would g r e a t l y appreaiate 

Helen ferdner Heiland 
T i r s . A l l e n -tieila-ndT 
703 B u e l l Ave. 
d o l i e t , 1 1 1 . 
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