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703 Buell Ave Joliet Ill.
August 2, 1954

Dr, Alfred Shoemaker
Pranklin and Marshall College
Lancaster , Pa.

Dear Sir:

Relations of mine, living in Dancaster have sent
me some of the newspaper articles concerning the Pennsylvania Dutch
festivalse. In one of the articles I saw your name,professor of
American Folklore at the collegee It mentioned also that the purpose
of these festivals each year was to keep these "Penn. Dutch Customs

. i1
alive .
I thought the experiences I have had may interest you.
T was born in Lancaster Fa. Iy mother's family has always lived there.
My father's family lived in that vicinity and in Adams County. We

moved to Joliet in 1930. I was 12 years 6ld ‘then. L completed my
education in Illinois schools. I was Children's Librarian in the

Joliet Public Library and it was here that my so called hobby begane
e received books in our department with stories of the Fenn. Dutch
specizlly the Amish class of people. I ordered for the department
as many children's books on these people that were available.
Because of my early years living in the vieinity of the
Penne. Duteh I knew many of +their customs. The people here did not
xnow about these veople and wanted Lo learn morees So I decided for
5 Book Week attraction in the library to feature the books on the
Perm. Dutch anu ha.c a display of their way of livinge Through our
contacts in dancaster I purchased the little dolls dressed in Amish

garb, also the miniature furniture which can be purchased in Lancasters

<
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The display created mach interest among children=-the display being a
farm scene showing +the home,their mode of living and as many cusfboms
as I could detail. The parents coming into the library with their
children were interested also. S0 mich so +that they asked me to prepare
a program to present to some of +their organizations such as P,T.A.'s
Women's Clubs, Church groups and slso the Rotaty, Lions and other
community meetingse

This started about 5 years ago and fhe interest still existse.

Bach year I am asked to different groups until I think about every persan
has heard the program in this localitye. A few months ago the Chicago
tribune Newspaper editor of the neighborhood section called pe. They
had seen the program publicity in some of +he surburban papers and it
interested them. They invited me to come 0 ‘their office and tell them
21l the interests I portrayed in the program.So in llagy they printed
in the neighborhood section with pictures in headlines 1my hobbye
This as a matter of course was read by many people in Chicago area.
Calls have come as a response to this from organizations in this area
asking for the program.

A few weeks ago I received a call for an interview about the
program from Columbia Braodcasting (§tation>Television, To appear on
their prosram "Shopping with liss Lee"., This I dide.

There is so mich to the subject of Fenn. Dutch the Amish and

the folk art that you can not give mich in a short progralle People

are so interested in learning about others and being entertained at the
sameAtime that this type of program Seens +to have btaken Tthe place of
book Teviews. I have studied a 1ot about these people and have a

warm spot in my heart for the country and the poeple. Prom family ahd
friends I sather new stories and sayings to keep my program new and
alive. + love telling people about these unusual folk who gave

mich to our American Heritage and have made Penn. a farmer's paradises
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I do not work permanently at the Library now as lam married and

have a 2 year old son. But L keep alive my interest and have a story

hour at the library every Saturday morning at 10 A,ll,

Any suggestions you would have 1 would greatly appreaiate

Sincerely ; 15?‘,;¥&LL121AL4<:

Helen Gardner Heiland
Tirs. Allen Heilan
703 Buell Ave,
Joliet, Ill,
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