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:733-3/ 
, Wooster, Ohio 

• • ' ' December 30, 1957 

The e d i t o r s 
The P e n n s y l v a n i a Dutchman 
B e t h e l , P ennsylvania , ~ - • ' 

Dear S i r s : , '. a ; '. 

Vife two DlITGH]yLal\ r e a d e r s i n \Vayne County, Ohio, spent 

a l o n g evening comparing the f a v o r i t e amish gsjnes d e s c r i b e d by., 

V i n c e n t R. T o r t o r a (Suimaer - r ' a l l 1957) w i t h the p o p u l a r pastimes 

of Amish i n t h i s n e i ghborhood. Barn r a i s i n g pranks, S o f t b a l l , 

t u g o f war, buggy r a c i n g , b a r n dances, snd Sunday n i g h t s i n g i n g s 

are p a r t o f the l i g h t e r s i d e o f p l a i n l i f e h ere j u s t as i n L a n c a s t e r 

County. ~ , • , 

a F'orlnstance, a t one u f f s c h t e l l i n g a man up on the b a r n 

frame h o l l e r e d f o r more n a i l s . A h e l p e r near t h e n a i l kegs asked 

how t o t o s s them up. "Put them I n your h a t , " the man above 

suggested. Vjhen the n o v i c e t h r e w the h a f c f u l l up, o f course the 

wide brimmed h a t l a g g e d ^ s a ^ and t h e n a i l s f e l l back i n a shower 

over him. • . , 

i i l m o s t every church d i s t r i c t has a S o f t b a l l team t h a t 

meets the b e s t p l a y e r s o f o t h e r d i s t r i c t s a t some s c h o o l y a r d o r 

f a r m £±Bd f i e l d . And t h e t o p p l a y e r s f r o m s e v e r a l d i s t r i c t s 

u s u a l l y combine t o p l a y a g a i n s t non-ianish teams a t t h e s m a l l e r 

towns. . , . 

School boys h e r s don't even need a rope t o s t a r t a t u g 

of war a t r e c e s s . The s t r o n g e s t ones grasp each o t h e r s arms w h i l e 

th e r e s t p u l l by g r a s p i n g t h e boy ahead around t h e w a i s t . 

Another a c t i v e recess game i s Hause ( R a b b i t ) . A l l 

r a b b i t s s t a r t a t one base and r u n t o the s a f e t y o f another across 



t h e s c h o o l y a r d . A l o n e s.hi^es_ser ( s h o o t e r ) o f f t o the s i d e 

t r i e s t o h i t one o f them w i t h a r u b b e r b a l l . anyone h i t becomes 

a hand (dog) and s t a y s i n between t h e bases t o c a t c h r a b b i t s and y' 

h o l d them u n t i l t h e s h i e s s e r can h i t o r t a p them v / l t h the b a l l t o o . ' ' v 

F i n a l l y most r a b b i t s become dogs and the l a s t haus t o be cought and 

tapped becomes the n e x t s h i e s s e r . • • 

I n y e a r s p a s t some buggy owners w i t h f a s t horses used \ 

t o h i t c h them t o l i g h t c a r t s and h o l d p r e - a r r a n g e d r a c e s . 

But church l e a d e r s frovmed on t h a t so h e a v i l y t h a t speed t e s t s ' • " 

u s u a l l y hapoen now o n l y when one buggy t r i e s t o pass another along 

some c o u n t r y r o a d . • - ' , 

Barn dances were more f r e q u e n t a few y e a r s ago t h a n now. 

They were u s u a l l y h e l d on week n i g h t s a f t e r a m o o n l i g h t f i e l d h • 

h u s k i n g . Now such teen-age f r o l i c s are n o t as u s e f u l because 

cor n i s more o f t e n r u n t h r o u g h a s t a t i o n a r y h u s k i n g machine. I f , .', 

a f a r m e r c u t s h i s s t a l k s w i t h a horse-drawn c o r n b i n d e r , however, 

he may s t i l l i n v i t e t h e neighborhood young f o l k s t o come and s e t 

up the bundles I n t o shocks. Then he p r o v i d e s a m i d n i g h t snack i n 

the house and opens h i s b a r n f o r dancing i n t o t h e wee h o u r s . 

At such p a r t i e s a fev/ i n s t r u m e n t s u s u a l l y t u r n up most 

l i k e l y a s m a l l Swiss a c c o r d i a n and a g u i t a r . Mandolins h' 

appear more o f t e n thcan v i o l i n s because t h e y are e a s i e r t o p l a y 

v / i t h o u t l e s s o n s . I n case no such hand i n s t r x i m e n t s come t o the , 

m i d n i g h t p a r t y , t h e r e i s c e r t a i n t o be a mouthorgan o r two somewhere 

i n the c r o v i/d. : _ • • , 

A c t u a l square da.ncing, where f o u i " couples f o r m a s e t , • . 

i s t a b o o . But t h e r e e l s o r dances where a l l f o r m a c i r c l e and 

t a k e t u r n s s w i n g i n g are v e r y p o p u l a r . The music and dancing may 



n o t be p r e c i s e and e x p e r t , b u t a l l j o i n i n w i t h g u s t o . 

Sunday evening s i n g s are more r e g u l a r and more sedate. 

They are b i - w e e k l y a t whichever f a r m t h e church s e r v i c e s were h e l d 

t h a t day. Young f o l k s a r r i v e i n neat c l o t h e s and s i t on the l o n g 

p o r t a b l e ^ benches i n house o r b a r n depending on the t i m e o f y e a r . 

G i r l s t e n d t o s i t on one s i d e o f the room and boys on t h e o t h e r . 

T y p i c a l l y , though, most "^ppp o f t h e boys hang aroui d o u t s i d e t o 

t a l k , so t h e German hymns sound l i k e a g i r l s chorus. L a t e r some 

E n g l i s h h^rmns f i l l o ut t h e even i n g . 

By t h e n the boys have p r e t t y w e l l agreed among themselves 

w h i c h ^fp^^ m a i d e l each w i l l ask t o take home. I f any g i r l 

d e c l i n e s , i t i s s a i d she has g i v e n t h a t young man a h e n s h i n g C g l o v e ) . 

Er h a t en henshing g r i c k t means tbe. t a g i r l t u r n e d him down. 

I f t h e fa r m owner does n o t v/ish t o have a s i n g due t o 

i l l n e s s i n t h e home o r f o r any o t h e r reason, t h e young people can 

t r a v e l by buggy tp-zA-fApi%Wppt%Pi?-3^^¥^^ f i v e o r t e n m i l e s . 

t o a n e i g h b o r i n g church d i s t r i c t . The same i s t r u e on b i - w e e k l y 

v i s i t i n g Surmays when no church i s h e l d i n the home d i s t r i c t b u t 

p r o b a b l y I s i n one o f t h e b o r d e r i n g areas. 

C h i l d r e n here plaj r p a r l o r games l i i i s Monopoly, and 

o l d e r boys and men l i k e a, checker b o a r d . But chess i s almost 

unknown. I t i s a r a r e Ohio mmistiman w'ho has even seen i t o l a y e d . . 

There i s no r e s t r i c t i o n a g a i n s t t he game, and many keen p l a i n 

people would be v e r y adept. The ii i n l s h here s i m p l y haven't crossed 

l e i s u r e paths w i t h many chess p l a y e r s . ' 

As f o r s t a n d a r d c a r d s ; t h e y are d i s c o u r a g e d b;. t h e church 

but p r o b a b l y almost every Amish male between ages 15 and 30 knows , 

some common game l i k e H e a r t s o r Rummy. ; , • 



J3Z-^f 
W r e s t l i n g used t o be a g r e a t s p o r t a t a l l p u b l i c s a l e s , 

i n t h e ixniish s e c t i o n s . T w e n t y - f i v e years ago w r e s t l i n g matches 

f o l l o x v e d one a f t e r a n other i n t h e hay rnov/ f o r a x¥hole a f t e r n o o n . * 

But d u r i n g t h e l a s t t e n years the custom has re a r l y ceased. Do ~ 

you supoose tha.t i s because a u t o m o b i l e s b r i n g more s t r a n g e r s i n and 

s a l e s are l e s s o f a neighborhood a f f e - i r these dcys? 

\ ' The xisual s t y l e was " s i d e h o l d " w r e s t l i n g . Tvra men 

s t o o d h i p t o h i p w i t h t h e i r f a r hands l o c k e d t o g e t h e r I n f r o n t and 

t h e i r near hands g r a b b i n g a f i s t f u l l o f t r o u s e r a t t h e opponent's 

back. Whoever threw the o t h e r man down won i f he d i d not go down 

hxaraisx h i m s e l f . - , 

The game o f Corner B a l l so p o p u l a r i n L a n c a s t e r Gouaty 

seems unknown here i n V7ayne County. ' 

Table t e n n i s i s an i n d o o r r e c r e a t i o n a t some kj.i'.. uiti; 

one room, schools o p e r a t e d by the i m i s h church i n vVayne County. A 

fexf f a r m f a m . i l i e s have .made room f o r p i n g pong t a b l e s i n t h e l a s t • 

f i v e years t o o . . . " 

You are l i k e l y t o f i n d a c h i l d r e n ' s sxeing under t h e y a r d 

t r e e a t many Amish farra.s. Under some o t h e r welcome shade you may 

see horseshoe s t a k e s . P i t c h i n g horseshces i s a p l e a s a n t way t o 

s t r e t c h a f t e r a b i g meal on v i s i t i n g Sunday. On church Sunday, 

however, no games are p l a y e d a f t e r the s e r v i c e . 

Boys out o f s c h o o l ( a f t e r 16) and b e f o r e m a r r i a g e ( u s u a l l y 

n o t b e f o r e 21) g e n e r a l l y f i n d tirae t o h u n t and f i s h . Goon h u n t i n g 

t h r o u g h t h e b l a c k o f n i g h t i s gres-t s p o r t , ano. some Amish youths 

have v ; e l l b r e d coon dogs. . ' ' " : 

- . Amish t e e n agers are u s u a l l y seen among the crov/ds a t 

these p u b l i c e v e n t s : county f a i r , s c h o o l p l a y , c i r c u s . And v/hen 



happy c i r c u m s t a n c e takes them t o a l a r g e c i t y l i k e C l e v e l a n d o r 

Golximhus, the f i r s t p l a c e t h e y head f o r i s t h e zoo. At times a 

s m a l l group x ^ i l l a rrange t o have someone d r i v e them i n a car 80 

m i l e s t o v a i e e l i n g , West V i r g i n i a , t o watch a h i l l b i l l y 

stage performance a t the WWVA r a d i o s t a t i o n s t u d i o . Such a t r i p 

i s t o o good t o mis s , and when a car h a u l i n g Amish youths s t a r t s o u t 

th e back seat si©«g may be crsimmed xxdth ^^Z'^^i-i^T- f i v e o r s i x young 

men and maidens. 

At about age 18, most Amish choose t o be b a p t i z e d i n t o 

t h e i r c hurch. A f t e r t h a t solemn r i t u a l t h e y are expected t o l a y 

a s i d e m u s i c a l i n s t r u m e n t s , g i v e up t h e i r p l a c e on t h e % S o f t b a l l 

team, and s t a y away f r o m f a i r s and t h e c i r c u s . Ifhen t h e y marry, 

newlyweds no l o n g e r a t t e n d b a r n dance f r o l i c s and Sunday s i n g i n g s . 

But serioxxs r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s so n o t p u l l a wet b l a n k e t 

over t h e i r l i v e s . V i n c e n t T o r t o r a ' s a r t i c l e shows t h a t t h e 

Lanc a s t e r iirolsh do n ot deoend on s p e c i a l events a l o n e , o r c e r t a i n ' 

games, t o l i g h t e n t h e i r l o n g hours o f demanding work. N e i t h e r 

do they i n Ohio I ' • - • • ' . • -

a At b u t c h e r i n g t i m e xvatch out o r y o u ' l l f i n d a c u r l y o i g ' s 

t a i l p i n n e d on you b e h i n d . Don't go t o sl e e p i n the l i v i n g room 

a f t e r supper w h i l e t h e women are washing d i s h e s o r you may f e e l 

something t i c k l e your nose. 'When you r a i s e your hand a u t o r a a t i c a l l 

to r u b , y o u ' l l f e e l t h e s t i c k y jam t h a t t h e y have c a u t i o u s l y spread 

on y o u r f i n g e r s b e f o r e t h e y t i c k l e d . 

. '• Don't s l i p a wooly_worm i n under t he l e t t i c e on your 

s i s t e r ' s p l a t e b e s i d e you o r you may f i n d h a r d ixncooked beans i n 

your c e r e a l a t b r e a k f a s t . Don't s t a r t f l i c k i n g ¥;ater a t someone 



- 6 - "732 
w i t h a spoon o r ;you may end up w i t h a d i p p e r f u l l doxvn 7/our own 

back l a t e r . Don't come w a l k i n g I n n o c e n t l y i n t o t h e house w i t h 

the t a i l o f a s m a l l snake w i g g l i n g out o f your oocket 

o r the n e x t t i m e your pants are mended you may f i n d the bottoms -

sewn s h u t . , . , • 

And you never can t e l l when some boy or man o r g i r l o r . 

XTOinan w i l s i n g some s i l l y song o r come f o r t h w i t h a nonsense 

rhyme. Die mopimy i s s im komma m i t doat s c h l a g e r haimaer. ^ 

(Grandmother i s i n t h e bedroom w i t h a sledge hammer.) 

Wie wedde weive w i n d l e waeshe , ' • : ' , 

Wann Wasser xYeln waere? • • ' 

(HoViT v/ould wives wash d i a p e r s i f \¥ater were vyine?) 

; " • , WiMi 3 : •: • ' 3 
We n o t i c e some d i f f e r e n c e s and some s i m i l a r i t i e s - ' 

between L a n c a s t e r and V7ayne County Amish f u n . But we don't 

n o t i c e iriuch d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e i r t w i n k l i n g s p i r i t , do you? 

• • ., • : S i n c e r e l y y o u r s , 

Jim B u t t e r f l e l d and I k e Kaufman 
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