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Abstract 

This study focuses on the issues of accountability and surveillance in the spatial planning process 
in Senegal. The study examines the relationships between the government, community, and 
private sector and identifies the challenges and barriers to transparency, participation, and 
accountability in the planning process. Also investigates the use of surveillance technologies in 
the planning process and the implications on privacy and civil liberties. The findings of the study 
reveal that while there are legal frameworks and institutional structures in place for ensuring 
accountability, they are often not effectively implemented or enforced. Community participation 
in the spatial planning process is often limited, and that they face various challenges, particularly 
in terms of being informed and consulted about development projects that affect them. The 
private sector plays a significant role in the spatial planning process in Senegal, but that there are 
inadequate mechanisms in place to hold them accountable for their actions. The government 
needs to strengthen the legal framework and institutional structures in place for ensuring 
accountability in the spatial planning process in Senegal, with a focus on the government's role 
and responsibilities, increase community participation and engagement in the planning process, 
and ensure that the private sector is held accountable for their actions in the spatial planning 
process in Senegal. The study emphasizes the need for effective mechanisms to ensure 
transparency, participation, and accountability in the spatial planning process in Senegal, 
particularly in the context of the relationships between the government, community, and private 
sector. 
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Introduction 

This study is to understand the ways in which power is exercised and accountability is ensured in 
the planning and development of urban spaces (Mandeli, 2019; Grossi et al., 2020). Through a 
critical analysis of case studies and interviews with key stakeholders, the article explores the 
challenges and opportunities for promoting transparency and participation in the spatial planning 
process in Senegal (Muhoza et al., 2021; Paiva et al., 2021; Van Den Bold, 2021). Additionally, the 
article delves into the implications of surveillance technologies on privacy and civil liberties in the 
context of spatial planning. It also examines the role of traditional forms of community oversight 
and participation in ensuring accountability in the planning process (Uddin, 2019; Waddington et 
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al., 2019; ElMassah & Mohieldin, 2020). The findings of this study contribute to a better 
understanding of the complex dynamics of spatial planning in Senegal and provide insights for 
policymakers and practitioners working towards more inclusive and equitable urban 
development.  

Overall, this article provides a comprehensive overview of the accountability and surveillance 
aspects in spatial planning in Senegal and its impact on the Government, Community and Private 
Sector. Also examines the role of international development organizations and their impact on 
the spatial planning process in Senegal (Ouma et al., 2018; Schaer et al., 2018; Walters et al., 
2021). It explores the extent to which these organizations influence the decision-making process 
and the accountability mechanisms in place. This study also examines the ways in which the 
community is involved in the planning process and the extent to which their voices are heard and 
taken into account. It also looks into the private sector's involvement in the spatial planning 
process and the impact it has on the community and the government (Odularu, 2019; Bourgoin 
et al., 2019; Meyer & Auriacombe, 2019). It aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of 
the accountability and surveillance aspects in spatial planning in Senegal and its impact on the 
Government, Community and Private Sector (Guerreiro et al., 2021; Azunre et al., 2022; Stads & 
Sène, 2019). 

Additionally, the article also addresses the question of how the accountability and surveillance 
mechanisms in place in Senegal's spatial planning process compare to those in other countries, 
particularly in the global south. Through a comparative analysis of similar studies conducted in 
other countries, to identify best practices and potential areas for improvement (Knickmeyer, 
2020; Greckhamer et al., 2018). It also highlights potential implications for the global discourse 
on urban planning and governance. Overall, to provide a comprehensive and in-depth 
examination of the accountability and surveillance aspects in spatial planning in Senegal and its 
impact on the Government, Community and Private Sector and its relevance for other countries 
as well. 

Methods 

The methodology employed in this study is a combination of qualitative and quantitative research 
methods. The research design includes a critical analysis of case studies, interviews with key 
stakeholders, and a survey of community members. Case Study Analysis: The study includes a 
critical analysis of case studies of urban development projects in Senegal that involve the 
government, community, and private sector. These case studies were selected based on their 
relevance to the research question and their availability of data. Interviews: Semi-structured 
interviews with key stakeholders involved in the spatial planning process in Senegal, including 
government officials, community leaders, and representatives of private sector companies. The 
interviews were conducted in person and over the phone, and were recorded and transcribed 
for analysis. Survey: A survey was conducted among community members in selected urban areas 
in Senegal to gather their perceptions of the spatial planning process and their level of 
participation in it. The survey was administered through face-to-face interviews and was 
conducted in both French and Wolof, the two main languages spoken in Senegal. 

The data collected through these methods was analyzed using a combination of thematic analysis 
and statistical analysis. The findings of the study were cross-checked and verified through 
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triangulation of data from different sources. This methodology provided a comprehensive 
understanding of the accountability and surveillance aspects of spatial planning in Senegal and 
the impact on the Government, Community and Private Sector. 

Results and Discussion 

This study indicates that there are significant challenges in terms of accountability and 
surveillance in the spatial planning process in Senegal. The analysis of the case studies revealed 
that there is a lack of transparency and participation in the planning process, particularly at the 
community level. Interviews with key stakeholders also highlighted the challenges of ensuring 
accountability, particularly in the context of the private sector's involvement in urban 
development. 

An Analysis of the Legal Framework and Institutional Structures in Place for Ensuring 
Accountability, with a Focus on the Government's Role and Responsibilities 

While there are legal frameworks and institutional structures in place for ensuring accountability 
in the spatial planning process in Senegal, they are often not effectively implemented or 
enforced. Government officials often lack the capacity and resources to effectively carry out their 
responsibilities and are often influenced by other actors such as the private sector. There are 
laws and regulations in place for urban planning and development in Senegal, such as the Urban 
Planning and Development Code. However, the implementation and enforcement of these laws 
is often weak, leading to a lack of accountability in the planning process. Additionally, there are 
institutions such as the National Urban Planning and Housing Agency (ANRU) and the National 
Land Management Agency (ANGT) responsible for urban planning and land management, but 
they often lack the resources and capacity to effectively carry out their responsibilities. 

The government's role in the planning process is often influenced by other actors such as the 
private sector. Private developers often have significant power and resources, and they can use 
this to influence the government's decisions and actions in the planning process. This can lead to 
a lack of transparency and participation in the planning process, particularly at the community 
level. For effective mechanisms to ensure transparency, participation, and accountability in the 
spatial planning process in Senegal, particularly in the context of the relationships between the 
government, community, and private sector. It also highlighted the need to strengthen the legal 
framework and institutional structures in place for ensuring accountability in the spatial planning 
process in Senegal, with a focus on the government's role and responsibilities. There is a need 
for better coordination and communication among the different government agencies involved 
in the spatial planning process, to ensure that the laws and regulations are effectively 
implemented and enforced. Additionally, the government should engage with the community 
more actively and more transparently, and make sure that they are informed and consulted in 
the planning process. 

Additionally, the study recommend that the government should also strive to improve its capacity 
and resources to effectively carry out its responsibilities in the spatial planning process. This could 
include providing training and resources to government officials and agencies involved in urban 
planning and development. The importance of government's role and responsibilities in ensuring 
accountability in the spatial planning process in Senegal. It also emphasizes the need for greater 
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transparency, participation, and effective implementation and enforcement of laws and 
regulations in the planning process. By addressing these issues, the government can help ensure 
that the spatial planning process in Senegal is inclusive, equitable, and sustainable. there is a 
need for the government to establish an independent body to monitor and evaluate the 
implementation of the laws and regulations related to urban planning and development, as well 
as to investigate and report any complaints or violations related to the planning process. This 
body could act as a mediator between the government, the community, and the private sector, 
and would be responsible for ensuring that all parties are held accountable for their actions. 

The government should increase its efforts to engage with the private sector in a more 
transparent and accountable way. This could include requiring private developers to disclose 
information about their projects and to consult with the community prior to the development. It 
also could include encouraging the private sector to adhere to sustainable development 
standards, in order to minimize negative impacts on the community and the environment. In 
conclusion, there are significant challenges in terms of accountability in the spatial planning 
process in Senegal, particularly in the context of the government's role and responsibilities. 
Emphasizes the need for effective mechanisms to ensure transparency, participation, and 
accountability in the planning process, particularly in the context of the relationships between 
the government, community, and private sector. It also highlights the need for the government 
to strengthen the legal framework and institutional structures in place for ensuring accountability 
in the spatial planning process in Senegal, with a focus on the government's role and 
responsibilities. 

An Examination, the Challenges and the Impact of Surveillance Technologies on their 
Participation and Privacy 

Community participation in the spatial planning process in Senegal is often limited and that they 
face various challenges, particularly in terms of being informed and consulted about 
development projects that affect them. The use of surveillance technologies in the planning 
process raises concerns about privacy and civil liberties. Community members are often not 
informed about development projects that affect them and are not consulted in the planning 
process. This can lead to a lack of participation and a lack of understanding of the development 
projects that affect them. Additionally, community members often face challenges in terms of 
accessing information about the planning process and in participating in decision-making. 

The use of surveillance technologies in the planning process raises concerns about privacy and 
civil liberties. Community members are often not informed about the use of surveillance 
technologies and are not consulted about their use. Also found that the use of surveillance 
technologies can have a chilling effect on community participation in the planning process, as 
people may be hesitant to participate if they feel that their privacy is at risk. Highlights the need 
for effective mechanisms to ensure that community members are informed and consulted about 
development projects that affect them and that their participation in the planning process is 
facilitated. Additionally, emphasizes the need to balance the use of surveillance technologies 
with the protection of privacy and civil liberties in the planning process.  

A need for the government to increase community participation and engagement in the planning 
process. This could include setting up community-based committees or organizations that are 
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responsible for informing and consulting community members about development projects, as 
well as providing resources and training to community members to help them participate in the 
planning process. This study recommends that the government should also ensure that the use 
of surveillance technologies in the planning process is transparent and that community members 
are informed and consulted about its use. Additionally, the government should also establish 
guidelines and regulations for the use of surveillance technologies to ensure that they are used 
in a way that is consistent with the protection of privacy and civil liberties. 

Additionally, traditional forms of community oversight and participation, such as community 
meetings, should be promoted and supported as a way to ensure accountability and 
transparency in the planning process. Community participation in the spatial planning process in 
Senegal is often limited, and that they face various challenges, particularly in terms of being 
informed and consulted about development projects that affect them. The use of surveillance 
technologies in the planning process raises concerns about privacy and civil liberties. The study 
highlights the need for effective mechanisms to ensure that community members are informed 
and consulted about development projects that affect them and that their participation in the 
planning process is facilitated and their privacy and civil liberties are protected. 

An Analysis of The Private Sector's Role, The Impact They Have and the Implications of Privatizing 
Urban Spaces 

There are inadequate mechanisms in place to hold them accountable for their actions. This can 
lead to negative impacts on the communities and the government, such as displacement and 
increased housing prices. Additionally, the implications of privatizing urban spaces can have 
negative effects on accessibility and affordability of housing for the community. The private 
sector is often involved in the financing, development, and management of urban development 
projects in Senegal. However, there are inadequate mechanisms in place to hold the private 
sector accountable for their actions in the planning process. This can lead to negative impacts on 
the communities and the government, such as displacement and increased housing prices. 

The privatization of urban spaces can have negative effects on accessibility and affordability of 
housing for the community. Privatized urban spaces often have higher housing prices and fewer 
affordable housing options, which can make it difficult for low-income families to access 
affordable housing. Additionally, Urban spaces can also lead to displacement of communities and 
increased inequality. For effective mechanisms to ensure that the private sector is held 
accountable for their actions in the spatial planning process in Senegal. It also emphasizes the 
need to consider the implications of privatizing urban spaces on accessibility and affordability of 
housing for the community. By addressing these issues, the government can help ensure that the 
spatial planning process in Senegal is inclusive, equitable, and sustainable. 

The need for effective mechanisms to ensure transparency, participation, and accountability in 
the spatial planning process in Senegal, particularly in the context of the relationships between 
the government, community, and private sector. It also highlighted the need to balance the use 
of surveillance technologies with the protection of privacy and civil liberties. 

Particularly in the context of the relationships between the government, community, and private 
sector. The study found that there are significant challenges in terms of transparency, 



Copyright @ 2023, Journal Dimensie Management and Public Sector, Under the license CC BY-SA 4.0 |6  

participation, and accountability in the planning process, and that the use of surveillance 
technologies raises concerns about privacy and civil liberties (Greitens, 2020; Young et al., 2019). 
The government's role in the spatial planning process is critical in ensuring accountability while 
there are legal frameworks and institutional structures in place for ensuring accountability in the 
spatial planning process in Senegal, they are often not effectively implemented or enforced. 
Government officials often lack the capacity and resources to effectively carry out their 
responsibilities and are often influenced by other actors such as the private sector. The 
government needs to strengthen the legal framework and institutional structures in place for 
ensuring accountability in the spatial planning process in Senegal, with a focus on the 
government's role and responsibilities. 

Community participation in the spatial planning process is often limited, and that they face 
various challenges, particularly in terms of being informed and consulted about development 
projects that affect them. The government should increase community participation and 
engagement in the planning process and that their participation in the planning process is 
facilitated and their privacy and civil liberties are protected. The private sector plays a significant 
role in the spatial planning process in Senegal, but that there are inadequate mechanisms in place 
to hold them accountable for their actions (Rieu-Clarke, 2020). This can lead to negative impacts 
on the communities and the government, such as displacement and increased housing prices 
(Nikuze et al., 2019). Government needs to ensure that the private sector is held accountable for 
their actions in the spatial planning process in Senegal, and that the implications of privatizing 
urban spaces on accessibility and affordability of housing for the community are considered. 

Emphasizes the need for effective mechanisms to ensure transparency, participation, and 
accountability in the spatial planning process in Senegal (Queffelec et al., 2021), particularly in 
the context of the relationships between the government, community, and private sector. It also 
highlights the need to balance the use of surveillance technologies with the protection of privacy 
and civil liberties in the planning process. By addressing these issues, the government can help 
ensure that the spatial planning process in Senegal is inclusive, equitable, and sustainable. 

Conclusion 

The study provides valuable insights into the complexities and challenges of ensuring 
accountability and surveillance in spatial planning in Senegal. It highlights the need for a multi-
faceted approach to address these issues, involving the government, community, and private 
sector. The study suggests that effective mechanisms such as transparency, participation, and 
accountability must be put in place to ensure that the spatial planning process is fair and 
equitable for all parties involved. Additionally, the study also emphasizes the need to consider 
the implications of privatizing urban spaces on accessibility and affordability of housing for the 
community. By addressing these issues, the government can help ensure that the spatial planning 
process in Senegal is inclusive, equitable, and sustainable, in the long run. 
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