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The Low German Settlements of Western Missouri:
Examples of Ethnic Cocoons

The Low Germans of Cole Camp and Concordia, Missouri, built two of 
the earliest significant German settlements in the western half of that state. 
These settlements are prime examples of the ethnic agricultural frontier 
communities Walter Kamphoefner has characterized as cocoons. For many 
decades, these communities protected their inhabitants “from the full force of 
assimilative pressure.”' The two, composed chiefly of peasants from the north 
German Kingdom of Hanover, had a great deal in common. Both the Cole 
Camp Settlement at the juncture of Benton, Pettis, and Morgan counties and the 
Concordia Settlement in the southeastern corner of Lafayette County began as 
purely agricultural settlements far from any town. Each remained without a 
central town for some years after the first settlers arrived. Although neither 
settlement had Old Lutheran origins, each became a stronghold of the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod, soon after the synod’s founding. In both settlements, 
for everyday conversation Low German or Plattdeutsch was so common that 
even those Germans in the locality who were not native Plattdeutsch speakers had 
to learn the dialert.^ When the Civil War came, each community found itself in 
an environment of intense military hostility. The Civil War experiences of these 
communities differentiate their histories from those of other communities of 
northwest European peasants in the American Midwest. Each community 
withstood its Civil War ordeal to grow larger and stronger in the decades after 
the war.

The Cole Camp German community was called Lake Creek in the early 
years.^ It began in the forested areas along Lake and Haw creeks about 1835. 
The first German in the area may have been a Catholic from the Rhineland who 
was sent to look for minerals by a St. Louis company in 1834. Four years later, 
he and other Germans from Nassau, Hessen-Cassel, and Alsace became charter 
members of a Catholic congregation at Bahner in Pettis County.^
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While the earliest settlers, especially in that part of the settlement lying in 
Pettis County, were of widely scattered origins, a concentrated migration chain 
of Low German speakers began to arrive quite early. As far as is known, beyond 
the St. Louis company’s effort to find minerals, there was no promotional 
organization or involvement by an emigration society. Word was simply passed 
from person to person in Hanoverian villages, en route, or among recent 
Hanoverian immigrants in St. Louis. Later census information implies that, by 
1840, families with such names as Jagels, Mueller, and Holsten had already 
established themselves in Benton County.* These families, and those that soon 
followed, came from the Ottersberg area in Hanover immediately to the east of 
Bremen and from villages north of Ottersberg extending beyond Bremervorde. 
This migration chain prevailed to such an extent that when missionary August 
Rauschenbusch visited the settlement in summer 1847 he reported, “nearly all the 
inhabitants of this settlement are from Ottersberg Township near Bremen.”*

The land they settled was partly timbered along the creeks and partly open 
prairie. A farm entirely of prairie, the only option available to many later 
settlers, was undesirable due to lack of wood for buildings, fencing, and fuel.^ 
American settlers frequently bypassed this area not only to avoid the prairie but 
also because it was too far from the rivers. Rivers served as the major arteries of 
commerce before railroads were built. In the early years, a trip of several days by 
ox-drawn wagon to Boonville was required to sell farm products and buy 
supplies.*

By 1839, a sufficient number of German Protestants had arrived for a 
German Methodist lay exhorter named Franz Walkenhorst to hold religious 
services in people’s homes.’ A log church was built in 1840, but, of course, the 
church the immigrants had left in the Ottersberg area was the State Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Hanover. Most wished to remain Lutheran. In January 
1842 they organized Holy Cross Lutheran Church and contacted C. F. W. 
Walther, head of the Stephanists in St. Louis, for a properly educated and 
ordained pastor. Walther sent Emil Julius Moritz Wege. Wege was one of 
several candidates in theology who came with the Stephanists from Dresden to 
Missouri in order to preserve pure Lutheran doarine. Wege’s installation at 
Holy Cross appears to be the first instance of a Stephanist serving a non- 
Stephanist congregation excepting two ministers whom Walther sent to Illinois 
German congregations just across the Mississippi River from St. Louis. An 
inseparable combination of troublesome distances some farmers had to travel to 
reach Holy Cross, and doctrinal disputes, led to the founding of four additional 
Lutheran congregations in the community by 1850. Three of the four new 
churches eventually joined the Iowa Synod. Two German Methodist churches 
were also organized at the periphery of the community in the 1840s. Methodists
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had less difficulty in staffing new churches. They did not require college 
education for their clergy and the circuit-rider system allowed one clergyman to 
cover several churches. When the circuit rider was absent, a lay exhorter could 
conduct services.***

In the summer of 1850, in the community proper, the census taker found 
136 German families to support these churches." The overwhelming majority 
of the families supported themselves by farming. One hundred-twenty of the 
136 household heads appear in the 1850 census as farmers. The census reveals 
only seven German households with other occupations: one physician, one 
blacksmith, one carpenter, one millwright, one miller, and two ministers.*^ At 
this early time, Americans provided merchandizing and other services later taken 
over by Germans.

This immigrant farming community of 1850 was very much a gathering of 
families, most of them married couples in their childbearing years with young 
children. While all transatlantic migration in the age of sail required considerable 
physical effort, creating a farm from virgin forest and prairie was very much the 
task of young adults at the peak of their physical powers. Children could 
contribute a great deal, beginning at age six or earlier. One hundred-eighteen (87 
percent) of the 136 households appear to have included a married couple and a 
child or children of one or both adults. Other households consisted of a couple 
with no children at home, or a surviving parent with a child or children. Many 
of these households included retired grandparents, servants, and single boarders. 
But seldom did unmarried immigrants live alone and seldom did single 
immigrants form households with each other. Most of these people had been in 
America and in Missouri several years. Seventy-four of the 136 households (54 
percent) contained children under three years of age, but in only three of those 
74 households was a child under three born in Germany or at sea. One factor 
helping to explain why there were so few German-born young children at a time 
when many families immigrated with infants and young children is that many 
immigrants may have worked for a few seasons or years in St. Louis before 
moving out to a farm.*^

Whether or not they had worked in St. Louis, few of these people had 
spent a great deal of time in other American states. Only five of the nearly 200 
American-born children were not born in Missouri: one in New York, one in 
Virginia, and three in Louisiana. This indicates the importance of the migration 
route through New Orleans.'^ Five young German men had married American 
women: two born in Missouri, two born in Kentucky, and one born in Indiana. 
The Kentucky women probably lived in Missouri before marriage since so many 
Missouri families at that time had migrated from Kentucky. In short, in 1850, 
this was a very homogeneous community of Hanoverian Lutheran peasant
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couples, nearly all in their childbearing years, and half with very young children. 
They had come directly from Hanover to Missouri, although perhaps not 
directly to this settlement. Interspersed among them were some Catholic 
families and some who had migrated from other parts of Germany.

Hanoverians were the first Germans on the site of the Concordia settlement 
in Freedom Township, Lafayette County, some fifty miles northwest of Cole 
Camp. The founder, a Hanoverian called “Troester” Dierking, came to 
southeastern Lafayette County with American friends.'* In 1838, three Germans 
patented lands there. Most of the earliest settlers originated in an area just 
northwest of the city of Hanover, extending toward Nienburg.'* Soon 
immigrants were also coming from an area straddling the border which divided 
the Hanoverian province of Osnabriick from the former County of Ravensberg 
in the Prussian Westphalian province.'^ The dialect of the original settlers from 
near the city of Hanover prevailed over the dialects of other settlers.'*

The earliest settlers tended to stay in the timber along Davis and Panther 
creeks, but soon Germans were moving onto the prairie.”  This settlement was 
considerably closer to the Missouri River than was its sister at Cole Camp, so 
crops could be marketed more easily. The land in Freedom Township was also 
more productive.^

In 1840, a German teacher in the new settlement began to baptize children 
born in the New World. Two years later, ten household heads drew up an 
agreement to construct a church building for what became St. Paul’s Lutheran 
congregation. After an additional five years, and after the German Methodists 
had put the community on one of their circuits, the Lutherans managed to 
obtain an ordained pastor. They, too, contacted Walther in St. Louis who sent 
Adolph G. G. Franke. Pastor Franke, whether or not deliberately chosen by 
Walther for this reason, was a Hanoverian by birth and not part of the Saxon 
migration. But that did not prevent a walkout from St. Paul’s in 1850 to found 
a congregation which eventually affiliated with the Evangelical Synod.^'

Table 1. 1850 Census: Population of Low German Settlements.

Bom
Germany

Bom
U.S.

Total

Lake Creek 491 198 689
(Cole Camp Area)

Freedom Township 260 123 383
(Concordia Area)

Grand Total, 1850 751 321 1,072
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Although the Hanoverian settlement in eastern Freedom Township was not 
so large as the Cole Camp community, the census taker found 72 German 
households there in 1850. This community, too, was overwhelmingly 
agricultural. Only six households were not chiefly engaged in farming: two 
carpenters, two blacksmiths, one wheelwright, and one minister. With the road 
to Independence, Missouri, where the western trails began, running through 
Lafayette County, six young men from the German community had been lured 
away and were in California hunting gold in the summer of 1850.“

This, too, was a very homogeneous community of families with young 
children. Fifty-six of 72 households (78 percent) appear to have contained a 
married couple and child or children. Forty-four of those households (61 
percent) contained a child or children under the age of three. The vast majority 
of this community, too, seems to have followed a migration chain from Hanover 
via New Orleans and St. Louis to rural western Missouri. In 1850, only one 
child had been born in another American state—Louisiana. One wife had been 
born in New York and another in Pennsylvania. One German woman and her 
small children lived with an American man born in Tennessee. In comparison 
with the Cole Camp settlement, a larger portion of families had come from 
Europe directly and recently. Five of the 72 households contained children 
under three years of age who had been born in Germany or at sea.

By 1860, when the next census was taken, both communities had grown 
much larger and had become a little, but only a little, more varied in 
occupational and social structure. In the decade of the 1850s, the number of 
German households in the Cole Camp area grew from 132 to 485, and the 
number of people in them grew from 689 to 2,584.“  In a community growing 
so rapidly, it may not be surprising that relatively few left, but the persistence 
rate of 57 percent is very high for any community in nineteenth-century 
America, especially a frontier community.^

The census of 1860 for the first time specified how many people had come 
from Hanover: 1,136 of a total of 1,510 German-born, or 75.2 percent. In the 
core area in Benton County, twelve miles long and six miles wide, over 90 
percent of the households were German while 89.9 percent of the Germans were 
Hanoverians.^ Germans from other areas appeared more frequently at the edges 
of the settlement and in the towns of Cole Camp and Florence, where they 
provided services for the largely Hanoverian farm population. Germans were 
replacing Americans in marketing and crafts, and thus the German community 
was becoming more economically diverse. Sixty of the 485 German households 
appear to have been engaged in pursuits other than farming. Yet, heads of most 
of these households directly supported the farmers, especially the four wagon 
makers and two millers. Farmers would have made up the primary market for
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the goods and services of the eight shoemakers, seven blacksmiths, and six 
carpenters. Even the professionals, three clergymen, three physicians, and one 
teacher would have dealt primarily with farm families. So would the seven 
merchants, three tailon, one saddler, and two cabinetmakers. Other craftsmen, 
including the cooper, brick maker, three potters,^ brewer, and baker may have 
had as many dealings with merchants and other townspeople as with farmers.

The village of Cole Camp, itself, so small as to be difficult to identify in the 
census list of 1850, was quite recognizable by 1860. Half its fifty household 
heads, including a physician and sixteen craftsmen, were German. Among the 
Germans, those originating outside the Kingdom of Hanover predominated. Of 
Cole Camp’s three carpenters, two were Prussians and one was from Oldenburg. 
Both blacksmiths hailed from Saxony. One shoemaker was from Wiirttemberg 
and the other from Alsace, although there was a Hanoverian journeyman. The 
tailor, cabinetmaker, saddler, and baker had all come from Hanover. Yet, both 
tinners were Prussians, one wagon maker was a Prussian and the other an 
Austrian, and the physician was Prussian. The merchants and hotel keepers at 
this time were still Americans.

With its slow maturation, the entire community experienced the same 
gradual change in social structure as in economic composition. The portion of 
households that included a married couple and child or children declined in the 
1850s from 87 percent to 81 percent. The portion of households with children 
under the age of three declined from 54 percent to 33 percent. Despite rapid 
growth, the community held few new families who had come directly from 
Europe with young children. Although the census taker found six German-born 
four-year-olds, there was only one European-born child under three. Perhaps the 
Panic of 1857 made it more difficult to begin a farm. Certainly, the total number 
of Germans coming to America fell in the late 1850s.

The vast majority of American-born children in the settlement had been 
born in Missouri, but eight families had lived in Dlinois long enough to have a 
child born there, five in both New York and Louisiana, three in Ohio and one 
each in Virginia, Indiana, and Pennsylvania. There were thirteen American-born 
spouses not born in Missouri. The only state represented more than once in this 
group was Ohio, where five spouses had been born. Just as the non-Hanoverian 
Germans were more likely to earn their living outside agriculture, so they were 
also more likely to have lived in other American states before coming to 
Missouri. O f the twenty-four households with children born in states other than 
Missouri, only ten (or 42 percent) were families whose heads had originated in 
Hanover. By comparison, 75 percent of all area Germans were Hanoverians.

Thus the Cole Camp settlement in 1860 continued to be a large gathering 
of Low German peasants who had followed a migration chain directly from
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Hanover to Missouri. Some had worked in St. Louis for a time and had thereby 
begun the assimilation process into German-America or into the larger 
majoritarian American culture. But many had little real experience outside the 
villages in which they had been born and the Hanoverian cocoon at Cole Camp. 
O f course, they encountered physical and economic conditions in Missouri quite 
different from those they knew in Hanover. But Cole Camp provided an 
excellent opportunity to create a Hanoverian-American subculture. To be sure, 
by 1860, people from other parts of Germany, who were more likely to have 
lived in other American states, played an increasingly important role in 
providing the Hanoverian farmers with craft goods and services. But by doing 
so, they scarcely made the community more cosmopolitan than it would 
otherwise have become. In fact, these craftsmen and professionals from other 
parts of Germany served to insulate the rural Hanoverians from contact which 
otherwise would have been necessary with the larger American community.

In the 1850s, the Concordia community changed in a similar way to its 
larger Missouri Low German sister, except that as of 1860, its central place was 
scarcely yet a town. The community grew from 72 households to 161, including 
sixteen households across the county boundary in Salt Pond Township of Saline 
County. Even though its 124 percent rate of growth of households was 
significantly below the 257 percent rate enjoyed by the Cole Camp community 
in the same decade, the Concordia community’s 63 percent persistence rate was 
even higher than Cole Camp’s 57 percent. So the Freedom Township 
community was smaller, but somewhat more stable. Perhaps the differences can 
be explained in part because in Lafayette County there was less room to expand 
without buying out Americans at a relatively high price; but once acquired, the 
Freedom Township land gave a better return.

Hanoverians comprised slightly more than two-thirds of the German-born 
population. Since most of the others were Prussians, most of whom came from 
northern Westphalia, Low German speakers made up fully 90 percent of the 
community. Still, the new community leader who arrived in 1860, Pastor F. J. 
Biltz, was one of the original Stephanists from the Kingdom of Saxony.^^ His 
wife, Marie Wormb Biltz, had a more exotic origin, having been born to German 
missionary parents in the Cape Colony in South Africa. Two farming families 
had originated in Baden. Two or three individuals had come from Bavaria. One 
of the blacksmiths was from Wiirttemberg and the other from Saxe-Weimar, but 
the difference in place-of-origin between farmers and craftsmen was not so 
striking as at Cole Camp.

Only sixteen German households of the Concordia settlement were engaged 
in activities other than farming: three ministers, one merchant, two blacksmiths, 
two millers, two shoemakers, two carpenters, and one each wagon maker.
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saddler, plasterer, and spinning wheel maker. The very limited number of 
German craftsmen, especially in the earliest years, probably accounts for why 
there is so little German material culture today in the Concordia area compared 
to the German areas of eastern Missouri. The census lists imply that few artisans 
capable of producing high quality buildings or craft objects lived in the 
settlement, and, in the early years, there were no wealthy townsmen to patronize 
such artisans.^*

The future town of Concordia, itself, although it did not obtain a post 
office until 1865, is more or less identifiable in the 1860 census schedule. Within 
eleven census listings were one carpenter, two millers, the merchant, one of the 
community’s two blacksmiths, the wagon maker and the saddler. All were 
Germans. Together with Pastor Biltz, who lived nearby, here were more than 
half of the community’s non-agricultural households. Still, this was hardly a 
town—just a grouping of a store, mill, a blacksmith and three other craftsmen 
within half a mile of the church.

The portion of households containing a married couple and child or 
children actually rose in the 1850s from 78 percent to 83 percent, but as the 
community matured and new land became scarcer, so did families with very 
young children. The portion with children under age three fell from 61 to 50 
percent. The only families who had brought children from Germany in the last 
four years were three families with German-born three-year-olds.”

In the 1850s, the Concordia settlement had more than doubled in size. A 
new church, one of the first German Baptist churches in the region, had been 
established in 1851.”  Yet, in 1860, the community remained an enclave of rural 
Low German-American life, set apart from the larger region. In the years 
immediately after 1860, the community was to clash violently with the majority 
of the larger region.

Both settlements suffered extraordinarily during the American Civil War. 
Most of the slaves of Missouri were in the Missouri River counties from 
Callaway westward. Support for the Southern cause was strongest in this part 
of the state. None of the Hanoverian farmers, so far as was reported, owned 
slaves. Few could afford slaves despite their need for agricultural labor. 
Moreover, most felt slavery was morally wrong and inconsistent with their 
idealized view of American political and social freedom. Some were repelled by 
slavery because the African-American slaves seemed so different from North 
Europeans.

When the war began in 1861, C. F. W. Walther warned members of his 
denomination to hold themselves aloof from the conflict. The Christian was not 
to be overly concerned with secular affairs, and the Old Testament seemed to 
sanction slavery.”  In both settlements, the Hanoverian farmers found
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themselves in close proximity to thousands of slave-owning farmers and 
admonished by the leader of their denomination that slavery was acceptable. Yet 
they chose to follow the lead of German radicals in St. Louis and the Missouri 
Rhineland by flocking to the defense of the Union in opposition to the 

majority of their American neighbors.^
When Nathaniel Lyon, federal commander of the St. Louis Arsenal, began 

to organize and arm German Home Guard companies in late spring 1861, some 
600 Benton County men, mostly Germans, formed six companies. They received 
their arms in mid-June. On 15 June, Lyon arrived from St. Louis to drive the 
pro-secessionist state government out of Jefferson City, the state capital. Two 
days after that, Lyon routed Governor Jackson’s State Guards as they attempted 
to defend Boonville from the federals.

The next day, local Benton County secessionists decided to attack the local 
German Unionists who were camped just outside Cole Camp in the German 
neighborhood. Benton County, which is situated on the Ozark plateau, 
contained only 600 slaves in 1860. But secessionist leaders in Warsaw, the county 
seat, managed to gather 350 men with which to attack the Germans. They 
arrived at Cole Camp during the wee hours of 19 June. As many as 400 
Unionists were bivouacked in and near two large barns east of town. They were 
caught sound asleep. Their alertness may have been dulled by the libations of 
the previous evening. Thirty-five German men were killed instantly or mortally 
wounded. How many received wounds from which they recovered is unknown. 
The secessionists took perhaps twenty-five prisoners, but most of the Unionists 
simply faded away into the woods. The secessionists lost seven killed and perhaps 
twenty-five wounded. Thus the Hanoverians, led by Americans born in northern 
states, suffered a serious defeat. The next year, two skirmishes took place near 
Cole Camp. Moreover, Jo Shelby led his Confederate cavalry through the 
community in October 1863 during his Missouri raid. But for this community, 
the truly terrifying event of the war happened on one of the war’s first days.”

Despite its losses, the Cole Camp settlement continued to grow during the 
1860s, especially after the war ended. By 1870, the town itself had twenty-two 
German non-agricultural households, up from seventeen a decade earlier. 
Americans had departed during the decade so that Germans made up two-thirds 
of the town s household heads. There were now four German merchants and 
a saloon keeper in addition to the craftsmen and laborers. Hanoverians remained 
a minority of Germans in the village despite their overwhelming numbers on the 
farms. Four Bohemian families had come to the village by summer 1870.

The community had grown into additional parts of Benton and Morgan 
Counties. Moreover, Germans had bought-out Anglo-Americans in Flat Creek 
and Williams townships so that the old German neighborhoods became more
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German. “German” households grew from 62 to 76 households in Flat Creek 
and from 213 to 262 in Williams. The second generation, born in Missouri, 
founded many of the new households, although others resulted from new 
immigration. Forty-four families recorded in the census, who had not been 
recorded in the settlement ten years earlier, had Missouri-born children over ten 
years old. Some of these families probably were missed in the earlier census, but 
most must have moved to the settlement from St. Louis or other Missouri 
locations. Thirty-six new German families in the two townships had children 
less than ten years old born outside Missouri. Some of these were not part of the 
prevailing migration chain, having come from central or southern Germany or 
having lived in Illinois, Ohio, or elsewhere in America. But eleven of the 
families clearly formed a new segment of the main pre-war migration chain. 
These families contained children aged five or younger who had been born in 
Hanover.^

Despite the continued attractiveness to newcomers of the central townships 
of the Cole Camp settlement, the persistence rate in these settlements fell in the 
1860s. The rate was only 42 percent for the 213 households of Williams 
Township and 45 percent for the households of Flat Creek Township. Of 
course, some household heads were killed in the war and others died natural 
deaths as the settlers of the 1830s and 1840s aged. No doubt, too, men who 
farmed as tenants in the older areas in 1860 bought land in new areas of the 
settlement during the decade. But another factor of importance is that after the 
Civil War, Germans left the Cole Camp area to establish daughter settlements.”

On the eve of the Civil War, rather different circumstances existed in 
Lafayette County. There the Hanoverians were not just near a group of 
secessionists. They were next door to the epicenter of the Missouri secessionist 
movement. More people were enslaved in Lafayette County in 1860 than in any 
other Missouri county—6,374 to be exact. Saline County adjoined Lafayette, and 
its 4,876 slaves made it fourth among Missouri slave-holding counties.”  The 
secessionist governor of Missouri, Claiborne Fox Jackson, hailed from Saline. 
The commander of the secessionist Missouri State Militia, Sterling Price, had 
lived for decades at Keytesville, just across the Missouri River. Two of Price’s 
most important subordinate commanders were John S. Marmaduke from Arrow 
Rock in Saline County and Joseph O. Shelby who lived at Waverly in Lafayette 
County itself. Shelby lived so close to the Freedom Township Germans that, 
before the war, he sold land to them and bought farm produce from them.’^

Unlike their fellow Hanoverians at Cole Camp, the Concordia Germans 
grew hemp as a cash crop, thereby involving themselves in the slave economy. 
In contrast to their American neighbors in Lafayette County, the Germans did 
not use slaves for the backbreaking labor required to produce hemp. The fiber.
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however, that they themselves grew, became pack^ing for a slave-produced 
produa. Missouri hemp was used chiefly for burlap and rope to wrap and bind 
cotton bales in the American S o u th .S l a v e s  produced much of the cotton, of 
course. Missouri was the nation’s second largest hemp producer in 1860, and 
half the Missouri hemp crop was raised in Lafayette and Saline Counties.”  The 
Concordia Germans joined their American neighbors in growing and selling 
hemp to be used in the commercial agriculture of the South.'*”

Neither proximity to the hub of secession, nor production for the slave 
economy, nor religious admonition prevented the Freedom Township Germans 
from vigorously defending the Union. Within days after Nathaniel Lyon chased 
secessionist Governor Jackson from Boonville, an independent company of 
Freedom Township Germans garrisoned Lexington, the Lafayette County seat, 
for the Union. Later in the summer of 1861, Colonel Edwin Price, son of 
General Sterling Price, gathered 2,000 additional secessionists in Saline County. 
On the way to join his father, who was then in far southwestern Missouri, 
Edwin Price stopped at Concordia. Fie interrogated community leaders, 
intimidated outspoken Unionists, and commandeered horses, wagons, and 
supplies.*' In 1861, however, the distinction between soldiers and civilians was 
maintained so that the German civilians were not physically attacked.

The situation changed in 1862. The United States Army prevented 
Missouri Confederate troops from operating in the Missouri River Valley. 
Secessionist civilians then created a powerful guerrilla movement against the 
Federal Army and unionist civilians. The epicenter of the guerrilla movement, 
whose most notorious chieftain was William C. QuantrUl, lay in southeastern 
Jackson County only about thirty miles from Concordia.*^ The first major 
guerrilla attack on the Germans took place on 5 O aober 1862. Several families 
gathered to celebrate the baptism of the twin sons of Julius Vogt, a community 
blacksmith. Guerrillas surrounded the house and took the German men away 
on horseback. At intervals that evening in the darkness, three Germans were 
dismounted and killed or fatally wounded. Three others received wounds from
which they recovered. Five were freed unharmed in the course of this evening 
of terror.*’

The next summer, in July 1863, a group of men, probably a part of 
Quantrill s band, rode into the community, took four prisoners, and then killed 
them. In August 1864, guerrillas passing through the community fatally 
wounded a Hanoverian farmer and rope maker at his house and killed his 
apprentice instantly.

The worst incident for the Concordia community came near the end of 
organized warfare in Missouri at the time of General Sterling Price’s great raid 
from Arkansas back into his home state. On the morning of 10 October 1864,
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as Price’s army entered Boonville some forty miles to the east, Quantrill’s men 
led by George Todd and David Poole approached the Freedom Township 
settlement. An American miller signaled the Germans, who gathered the home 
guard. Soon, about 100 mounted guerrillas encountered about twenty-five 
mounted Germans. During the main encounter in open fields, it would appear 
that one guerrilla was wounded and all the Germans, save one, were killed. Then 
the guerrillas raided houses and set them afire, although some were saved by 
women as the guerrillas rode away.^

Additional battle deaths and deaths in camp from disease brought the 
community’s war-related loss of life to about forty, or 15 percent of all men in 
the community over the age of fifteen and listed in the 1860 census.̂ ®

Despite these losses and the climate of terror which existed for several years 
during the war, the community had grown greatly by the next census in 1870. 
The entire settlement now numbered 312 households, up 94 percent in ten years. 
The settlement had expanded from Freedom Township across Davis Creek so 
that thirty families lived in eastern Davis Township in 1870.“  If the families 
who moved to this new area of the settlement are included, 77 or the 161 
household heads of 1860 remained a decade later for a persistence rate of 48 
percent. Also still in the community in 1870 were the families of nine 1860 
household heads known to have been killed in the war. Including these 
households brings the persistence rate to 53 percent, which is nonetheless ten 
percentage points lower than the rate for the preceding decade. While only one 
family could be documented as fleeing the community in response to the war’s 
violence, additional wartime flight may have contributed to the lower persistence

47rate.
Those households newly present in 1870 fall into several categories. Thirty- 

four new households contained children aged ten or older who had been born 
in Missouri. Most of the families had probably been living in St. Louis when 
those children were born. Only one family was matched to the Cole Camp 
settlement in 1860. Seventeen new families had children less than ten years old 
who were born in other states. One suspects that most or all of these families 
came to the Concordia settlement after the end of the war in 1865. Five of the 
seventeen came from Illinois, but the former residences of the other dozen were 
widely scattered. One Hanoverian family had spent at least seven years in 
Canada before coming to Concordia. Another eighteen families contained 
children born in Germany in 1860 or later. A dozen new families had come 
from Hanover since 1860, four from Prussia, and one each from Holstein and 
Bavaria. Six of the north German families included children aged three or 
younger who had been born in Germany. Concordia, too, continued to receive 
not just new single immigrants, but new families, after the Civil War.
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The Concordia settlement was still a community of families, most of which 
contained young children. Two hundred seventy-seven households (89 percent) 
included a married couple and a child or children in 1870. New second 
generation families and the arrival of young families from Europe caused the 
ponion of households with children under the age of three to rise to 59 percent, 
almost the level of two decades earlier.

Concordia, itself, hardly recognizable as a village in 1860, was something 
of a boom town ten years later. The census found twenty-one German non- 
agricultural households in the village. Six merchants, two druggists (who 
probably sold more whiskey than anything else), a hotel keeper, a physician, and 
Pastor Biltz lived near ten craftsmen and laborers. Thiny additional craftsmen 
and laborers boarded with the town’s householders. Householders and boarders, 
all of whom served the local economy, were about equally divided between 
Hanoverians and other Germans. Single migrants not a part of the primary 
migration chain resided in Concordia, but they played a comparatively smaller 
role than at Cole Camp. Even with the growth of the town, non-agricultural 
households remained less than 12 percent of the total of the settlement. In 
addition to the twenty-one German household heads, four non-German 
householders resided in the town. Two of these were railroad contractors, one 
born in Ireland and the other born in Kentucky. Housed with them were fifteen 
young men. The Lexington and St. Louis Railroad was being constructed 
through town that summer. Only a minority of these workers were German, 
but their presence was undoubtedly temporary.

Although several times larger than twenty years earlier, both Cole Camp 
and Concordia remained Low German cocoons after the Civil War. Long-time 
exposure of the old families to their American neighbors, to the American 
economy, and to the American physical environment worked for 
Americanization. But the new immigration from Hanover after the war retarded 
AmericaniMtion. So, too, did the process of community expansion by which 
German-Americans purchased the farms and businesses of Anglo-Americans who 
lived in their midst or at the edges of the settlements.

The chief interaction between the Low Germans and the larger society was 
economic. The Germans sent agricultural commodities to the larger society and 
imported manufactured goods in return. Such changes as occurred in these 
communities over the next half-century came largely in the form of new 
agricultural equipment and new factory-produced household goods and 
appliances. These material changes, in turn, produced some limited social 
change.

Some other disruptions of the cultural cocoon took place. At the 
Concordia settlement in the post-war decades, some German farmers lived beside
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and employed black freedmen/* In another challenge to the north German 
peasant Weltanschauung, three Concordia families had a child “at college” in 
1870. But this education may not have necessitated stepping very far outside the 
cultural cocoon since most post-elementary education took place within the 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and thus within a carefully controlled 
cultural environment. Indeed, the synod opened an academy at Concordia in 
1884.

N or did the politics of the post-war period bring the Hanoverians out of 
their communities. During the period when the Radicals controlled Missouri 
state government, 1865-75, many Missouri Germans played important political 
and official roles. But the west Missouri Low Germans found little entry into 
state public affairs beyond exercising their right to vote. Although generally 
literate, most had little secular education or experience with non-agricultural 
matters. For leadership, they tended to look toward ministers who sometimes 
viewed excessive contact with people of other faiths as a threat to eternal 
salvation. Moreover, they were political, as well as ethnic, minorities in their 
counties of residence. Thus, they could not ordinarily be elected to county-wide 
offices or to the state General Assembly. The majority of Concordians voted 
against the majorities of nearly all other precincts in Lafayette County in the 
post-war years. For example, by a margin of two to one, Concordians voted 
with Germans elsewhere in the state to reject the conservative Missouri 
constitution of 1875, which ended the Radical era of state government. But 
Lafayette County as a whole approved the new conservative constitution by a 
margin of six to one. ’̂

After the Radical era, with the return of conservative government to 
Missouri, the Low Germans found themselves in the political minority on the 
state level, as well as within their own counties. The state political realm seemed 
unfriendly to their interests. They watched as relatives of former Confederate 
General Marmaduke established a spa at Sweet Springs, just east of the Concordia 
settlement. The General summered there when he became governor of 
Missouri.^ President Cleveland appointed former Confederate General Shelby 
as United States marshall for the western district of Missouri.”  The state located 
its home for Confederate veterans and widows at Higginsville, only fifteen miles 
from Concordia. Thus, for some decades, for the Hanoverians, participation in 
affairs of their counties and state was largely limited to going to the polls and 
voting for losing candidates.

The Hanoverians of western Missouri differed considerably from many 
German-Americans in other states and in other parts of Missouri. They formed 
agricultural communities which contained few merchants and craftsmen in the 
early years and no “Latin Farmers.” Most members of these communities joined
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a church which was adamant in its determination to preserve Lutheran 
orthodoxy. The communities were far removed from the centers of Missouri 
German culture in St. Louis and along the lower stretches of the Missouri River. 
Yet, they were far from unique. Many other Midwestern settlers originated as 
European peasants (and often as dependent tenants), migrated in chains to 
America, settled in homogenous communities in which the church was the 
central institution, and were noted for their strong families. What distinguishes 
the Missouri Hanoverians from similar subjects of recent historical 
studies—Kamphoefner’s Westphalians, Ostergren’s Swedes, Gjerde’s Norwegians, 
or Saueressig’s Dutch” —is not socio-economic difference so much as the place 
of the Hanoverians in the midst of the guerrilla violence of the Civil War. This 
they experienced in their home communities, not just as soldiers on battlefields 
hundreds of miles from home. Moreover, after the war, the Hanoverians 
experienced direaly the radical government and subsequent return to 
conservative rule which typified the South in the post-war period.

While the cocoon-like character of the Missouri Hanoverian communities 
has greatly deteriorated over the course of the twentieth century, it has proved 
to be highly effective for the survival of a distinctive ethnic identity. In common 
with so many other Germans in rural America, the Hanoverians have flourished 
in comparison to others around them. Much of the farmland of the western 
river counties and of the northern Ozark Plateau is managed, today, by 
descendants of the Low German immigrants. Descendants of the Hanoverians 
have been buying out their Anglo-American neighbors in every subsequent 
generation. Descendants of the original Kentucky and Virginia Anglo-Americans 
have also been displaced by descendants of Westphalians and of other northwest 
Germans who moved, in considerable numbers, up the Missouri River from the 
Missouri Rhineland” in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

Thus a great quantity of the gently rolling western Missouri farmland is 
now occupied by people whose ancestors spoke Low Germzn—Plattdeutsch. 
Some current residents still speak the language. Many more feel the common 
bond of an ethnic heritage nurtured for many decades in cocoon-like rural 
communities.

Hendrix College 
Conway, Arkansas
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’ Since so litde has been published about either of these settlements other than by conununity 
organizations, this paper will concentrate on the details of their early development and growth. At 
the same time, it will examine their occupational and agricultural patterns and their homogeneousness 
with respect to regional origins, which Kamphoefner found to be among the chief characteristics of 
cocoon settlements. Walter D. Kamphoefner, “The German Agricultural Frontier; Crucible or 
Cocoon,” Ethnic Forum 4,1-2 (1984); 22. In describing rural cocoons, Kamphoefner also examined 
“the prevalence of intermarriage, the content of German or bilingual education in the schools, and 
the preservation of the German language, particularly into the second and third generations.” 
Although it is bey ond the scope of this paper to systematically examine the communities with respect 
to these latter criteria, impressionistic information about the two settlements strongly suggests that 
they conform to the cocoon model in these respe«s as well. Enough speakers of Low German 
remain at Cole Camp so that an annual performance of skits and songs in PUttdeutsch has been 
performed by local residents since 1989. Plattdutsches Theater (Cole Camp, MO; The Plattdiitscher 
Vereen von Cole Camp, 1996), videotape. Similar performances have also been done in the 1990s in 
Concordia.

 ̂William G. Bek, “Survivals of Old Marriage Customs Among the Low Germans of West 
Missouri,” /o«m 4/ o f American Folklore 21,1 (1908); 60. For a brief but unusually insightful look at 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, see James D. Bran, “Protestant Immigrants and the 
Protestant Mainstream,” in Minority Faiths and the A merican Protestant Mainstream, ed. Jonathan D. 
Sama (Urbana; U  of Illinois P, 1998), 110-35.

’  Louis Gross, “Die 80 Jahre alte deutsche Ansiedlung Lake Creek in Pettis County,” Deutsche 
Geschichtsforschungfur Missouri 1,4 (1914); 115.
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Camp, MO; City of Cole Camp, 1989), 331-39. This is an amazingly full and sophisticated 
community history.

‘  August Rauschenbusch, “Der Bote aus Amerika, “ PalmUatter 4 (1847); 342. Interestingly, 
when Leonard Brauer, Evelyn Goosen and their research team (see note 5) surveyed church records, 
family genealogies, published community histories and family oral tradition for data on community 
family origins 140 years after Rauschenbusch, they found the majority of families for whom 
information is available had, indeed, originated at or near the area Rauschenbusch specified.

'  Gross, 115. Fora  fuller discussion of the difficulties of prairie farming at the time, see Allan 
G. Bogue, From Prairie to Comhelt: Farming on the Illinois and Iowa Prairies in the Nineteenth Century 
(Chicago; U  of Chicago P, 1963.)

* Gross, 116.
’  Richard A. Seaton and Dorothy A. Bass, Hallelujah in the Forest (Acton, MA; Tapestry Press, 
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121



" Thu and all subsequent population and household figures have been aggregated by the author 
from the microfilmed manuscript census schedules for the Seventh, Eighth, and Ninth Censuses of 
the United States, 1850,1860, and 1870. For the purposes of this study, the Cole Camp Settlement 
in 1850 is defined as the German households of “District 68” of Pettis County, Haw Creek Township 
of Morgan County, and Williams Township of Benton County. Since the 1850 schedule for White 
Township of Benton County includes eighteen German households which appear (even in the same 
order in several cases) in the 1860 schedule in the western part of Williams Township adjoining White 
Township, it is assumed that the German households of White Towiuhip in 1850 were listed in error 
and were actually located in Wilhams Township. It is clear in which part of Williams Towruhip the 
eighteen households were located because the 1860 census of Benton County was recorded hy 
Congressional township as delineated by the federal land survey, not by electorial township. For 
1860, one can see who was living in each six mile by six mile square.

“ The other German household heads for whom the census did not record an occupation were 
probably tenant farmers or people who had recently been, or soon would be, farmers.

” Walter Kamphoefner found that many of his rural Warren County Low Germans had 
worked in St. Louis for a time. A recent German scholar agrees with Kamphoefner that many 
northwest Germans left the Old World with little more than passage money. In order to accumulate 
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Germany to Missouri (Princeton, NJ; Princeton UP, 1987), 46, 150-51; Anne-Katrin Henkel, “£m 
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130-31.
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