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TEMPORARY PHABMACOLOGICAL EFFECTS

The pharmacological action of tobacco upon the blood
pressure, the pulse rate, and the peripheral vessels has inter=-
ested many investigators, Erb, in 1904, was the first to report
that tobacco smoking was a contributing factor to the production
of peripheral vascular deficiencies, In 1907, Hesse observed
that both the blood pressure and pnlse rate usually increased
upon smoking, Two years later Bruce, Miller, and Hooker (15)
confirmed Hesse's work, and, by using a plethysmograph, demon-
strated vasoconstriction in the hand,

ct on te b

After 1930 the literature became proliferate with
articles concerning the effect of tobacco upon the vascular
system, Almost all investigators agree that smoking usually
causes an increase in the pulse rate (4, 16, 25, 30, 42, 49, 51,
52, 53, 57, 63, 65, 66, 69, 83) and an increase in the blood
pressure (25, 30, 43, 49, 51, 52, 53, 57, 63, 65, 66, 69, 79, 83)
for a period of about 10 to 45 minutes (25, 42, 51, 53, 66),

The pulse msually increases 5 to 30 beats (16, 30, 53, 63, 65,
66, 83)s The systolic blood pressure increases about 10 te
30 mm. Hg., and the diastolic abomut 5 to 25 mm, Hg, (30, 51, 53,

63, 79, 83),
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