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INTRODUGTION

Until a few years ago, congenital heart disease had
been neglected to a great extent. Previously nothing
could be done for these patients. Very little in the
form of definite dlagnosis was attempted and most of the
patients were Just labeled as having congenital heart
disease and were studlied from purely an academic stand-
point.

After Doctors Gross and Blalock published their
work on the surgical treatment of some of these condi-
tions the i1mportance of the accurate dlagnosis of the
different types of congeniltal heart lesions was brought
to light. From that time on, great strides have been
made in the dlagnosis and treatment of some of these
conditions,

The congenital cardiac defect known as Tetralogy
of Fallot, characterized by pulmonary stenosis, intra-
ventricular septal defect, dextra position of the aorta,
and right ventricular hypertrophy, has been known for
many years. After Blalock published his first article
describing the anasomosls of the subclavian artery to
the pulmonary artery for the surgical treatment of
this condition, the subject of Tetralogy of Fallot

has been of increasing interest and importance 1n the
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