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NECROS1IS; A REVIEW AND ANALYSIS OF 9 CASES.
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Introduction

Acute pancreatic necrosis has long intrigued
both the clinician and pathologist. For the clinician
this disease until recently has been considered almost
an autopsy diagnosis, while the pathologist is still
seeking to clarify its pathogenesis.

Most investigators confirm the poor dlagnostic
ratio in this disease. Von Schmieden and Sebening(1927),
in reviewing 1,510 cases in thelr collected series, found
that a correct diagnosis was made in only 21.8% of the
cages, and a suggested or alternative dlagnosis in an
additional 17.54. McWhorter(1932), in reporting 64 cases
collected from the records of members of the Chicago
Surgical Society, found that a correct diagnosis was made
in only 12%. In Lynch's(1540) series of 18 cases,as well
as the present group of 9 cases, the clinical diagiosis
was not made on any of the patientsa.

The history of acute pancreatic necrosis in
America extends back to Matthew Baillie (1820), the first
to describe the disease in this country. Classen is
credited by Archibald (1940) as being the first to pre-
sent in 1842 the clinical picture as it is recognized

today. Archibald presents an interesting review of the
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