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Infectious hepatitis is an acute hepatic inflamation
characterized by gastric upset and jaundice. It was
well known to Greek and Roman writers and is mentioned
in the ¥De internis Affectionibus®, often attributed
to Hippocrates, as the fourth kind of jaundice. Through
the years it has been variously known as catarrhal
jaundice, epidemic jaundice, infective hepatitis, and
infectious hepatitis.

Jaundice epidemics are described in letters between
Pope Zacharias and St. Boniface in the eighth century.

The first undoubted reference to infectious hepatitis
in epidemic form is that of Claghorn, who writes of its
prevalence in Minorca in 1745. Hpidemics were noted
along tre Ligurian coast of England from January to March
1793 where the disease appears to be endemic.

On the British Isles there was an epidemic in 1852
almost confined to children during the autumn mo nths.
In add.tion, there was an extensive epidemic with 300
persons affected in 1863, in which both children and
adults were attacked.

One of the largest epidemics in this country occurr-
ed during the Civil War.. There were 22,569 cases with
161 deaths among a total of 3,218, 559 men. This wasa

highly disabling, contagious type of jaundice. Pomeroy,
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