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The etiology of cholecystltls 1s a much debated
subject; and 1n splte of extensive clinical observa=-
tion and experimental investigation, there 1s no
unanimity of oplnion regarding causation or mechanlsm
of production. The purpose of this paper is to present
some of the more commonly accepted etlological factors
producing cholecystitis.

Classiflcation and pathologic description

Rolleston (1) gives the following classificatlon
of cholecystltlis according to the various degrees of
intensity of the inflammatory process.

l. Acute cholecystitis ~

a. Gatarrhal

b. Suppurative
c. Phlegmonous
d. Gangrenous

8, Chronic cholecystitis

Catarrhal=--~An acute inflammation which stops short
of suppuration. There may be no evident gross changes,
but microspopic examination will show lymphocytic and
leukogytic inflltration of the mucosa,

Suppurative--=Inflammation of the walls of the gall=-
bladder glves rise to accumulation of pus 1n 1ts cavity
and may go on to ulceratlon and perforation. The mucous

membrane is largely destroyed. The free surface shows
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