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Danielle Holley delivers Day of Dialogue keynote address

On Monday, Kenyon ob-
served Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day with its annual Day of Di-
alogue, which included a cele-
bration breakfast presented in 
conjunction with Mount Ver-
non Nazarene University and 
an afternoon keynote address 
delivered by Danielle Holley, 
dean of the Howard Univer-
sity School of Law. Holley’s 
speech — entitled “Where Do 
We Go From Here?” — en-
couraged the audience to ex-
amine current injustices fac-
ing Americans and to live 
out King’s values not only on 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 
but also every day in between.

Acting President Jeff Bow-
man welcomed the audience 
and spoke about the impor-
tance of not forgetting or 
oversimplifying King’s legacy, 
noting that the complexity of 
King’s thinking is often re-
duced to simple quotes that do 
not ref lect the continued ex-
istence of injustice. He urged 
the audience not to take the 
holiday for granted before in-
troducing Holley, who has in 

the past practiced civil litiga-
tion in Houston and served as 
a law clerk in the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Fifth Cir-
cuit.

Holley began her speech 
with a quote from King 
stressing the power of love 
and questioned whether the 
fulfillment of King’s teach-
ings could exist in a capital-
ist society, suggesting that 
this more radical version of 
King was more difficult for an 
American audience to accept.

“The version [of King] that 
asked us that [question] chal-
lenges us to think about the 
structures of a society that 
allows millions of people in 
the wealthiest country in the 
world to be impoverished,” 
Holley said.

Holley went on to claim 
that Americans are currently 
living in one of the most chal-
lenging periods since King’s 
assassination in 1968, citing 
an increase in white suprema-
cy and antisemitism, the roll-
back of anti-discrimination 
laws and a rise in censorship. 
She brought up an increase in 
Voter ID laws, the murder of 
George Floyd and other un-

armed Black people by police 
and the anti-critical-race-the-
ory movement as examples.

“This is a Dr. King that 
challenges us today to think 
about, where do we all go 
from here when we are faced 
with one of the most difficult 
periods in American history?” 
she said. “How do we contin-
ue towards a pursuit of racial 
justice? And how do we chart 
a better course forward?”

Holley ended her address 
by highlighting the impor-
tance of communication 
across ideological boundaries. 
“Intergroup dialogue encour-
ages collaborative communi-
cation, in which we broaden 
our perspectives, challenge 
preconceived notions, build 
relationships and develop mu-
tual understanding,” she said. 

Vice President of Stu-
dent Affairs Celestino Limas 
praised Holley’s speech. “She 
connected with so many in at-
tendance — including myself 
— and I look forward to see-
ing how our campus can use 
her wisdom to make demon-
strable change at Kenyon,” Li-
mas wrote in an email to the 
Collegian.

AUDREY BAKER
NEWS EDITOR

Swimming and diving flocks to Florida, continues season

While Gambier was cold 
and dreary during win-
ter break, the Owls traveled 
south to sunny Sarasota, Fla., 
for their annual training trip 
and an unscored meet with 
Il linois Wesleyan Universi-
ty. After returning to Ohio, 
swimming and diving com-
peted in two different meets 

on Friday. Half of the team 
went to face a Division I op-
ponent — the University of 
Cincinnati — where both 
men’s and women’s swim-
ming and diving suffered 
their f irst loss of the season. 
The other half of the team 
was able to pick up wins in 
a double-dual meet against 
NCAC opponent Oberlin 
College and fel low Division 
III squad Ohio Northern 

University. 
In Florida, the Owls were 

able to focus on training and 
team bonding heading into 
the upcoming championship 
season. The team had prac-
tices most days, and they 
were only a one-minute walk 
away from the beach, so they 
bonded near the ocean as 
well as eating ice cream and 
donuts together nearly every 
night. Ania Axas ’23 appreci-
ated these simpler moments 
from her training trips at 
Kenyon. “It was a real ly fun 
environment to be in,” she 
wrote in an email to the Col-
legian.

Cherantha De Silva ’23 and 
Ben Czech ’23 enjoyed being 
a part of a special tradition. 
Every year, the class and gen-
der group with the highest 
GPA gets treated to ice cream 
by the coaches. This year, the 
seniors on the men’s swim-
ming and diving team per-
formed the best in the class-
room. “Nothing better than 
a well-deserved reward,” De 
Silva wrote in an email to the 
Collegian. 

Overall, the trip was a suc-

cess. “I can say with confi-
dence that we came out of 
Florida both as better swim-
mers and divers but, more 
importantly, more connected 
as a team,” Czech wrote in an 
email to the Collegian.

In Cincinnati, on the home 
team’s Senior Day, the Owls 
lost 170-130 (women) and 
193-106 (men), respectively. 
The women’s swimming and 
diving team was able to pick 
up six wins, including f ive 
individual events. The men’s 
swimming and diving team 
was able to grab four events 
away from the Bearcats. De 
Silva played a part in both 
relays and touched the wall 
f irst in the 50-yard freestyle 
and 100-yard butterf ly. 

Despite the difference in 
NCAA Divisions, both Axas, 
who won the 200-yard but-
terf ly, and De Silva feel that 
the distinction was not a big 
deal. “Whether it be rac-
ing a Division I school or a 
Division III school, it ’s sti l l 
swimming, and they’re al l 
sti l l athletes swimming the 
same events as us and work-
ing as hard as we do,” Axas 

said. “I real ly feel as though 
the division your team is in 
shouldn’t impact how you 
swim your race or how you 
plan to compete.” 

Up north in Oberlin, Ohio, 
the Owls found more success, 
winning 181-88 (women) and 
180-99 (men) against Ober-
lin. They also defeated Ohio 
Northern 194-61 (women) 
and 189-91 (men). Of the 14 
events at the dual meet, the 
women’s swimming and div-
ing team won al l but one. The 
men were led by Czech, who 
won three individual events 
(200-yard individual med-
ley, 100-yard backstroke and 
200-yard backstroke). “I was 
real ly happy with the races 
that I saw at the meet,” he 
said. 

The Owls next compete 
Saturday against Case West-
ern Reserve University in 
Cleveland. “We’ve al l been 
working so hard over the 
past few months and I’m very 
proud of what we’ve accom-
plished so far,” said Axas. 
“This team is real ly special 
and I’m so happy to be a part 
of it.”

CALEB NEWMAN
SPORTS EDITOR

De Silva ’23 | COURTESY OF MIKE MUNDEN

COURTESY OF PRINCE ADABLAH
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Giving Hope Charity serves local Knox County students
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The Giving Hope Charity (GHC), 
a Mount Vernon-based nonprofit that 
serves Knox County children, helped 
to make the holiday season a litt le 
brighter for local underprivileged el-
ementary school students with their 
traditional GHC event on Dec. 17, 
which included a holiday party and a 
Walmart shopping spree for students 
and their families. 

The GHC event occurred for the 
f irst t ime during the 2020 Christmas 
season, when many local students 
were facing pandemic-related social 
isolation and heightened f inancial 
dif f iculties. In an effort to increase 
holiday spirit for students, a group 
of Mount Vernon City School Dis-
trict bus drivers and maintenance 
employees decided to donate prof its 
from their bus garage’s snack shop to 
fund a small holiday party and shop-

HANNAH DOURGARIAN
NEWS EDITOR

COURTESY OF GIVING HOPE CHARITY

ping outing for kids in need. 
The GHC was off icial ly established 

as a non-prof it organization in 2021 
and has been able to grow each year 
since, largely due to the generous 
number of donations it has received 
and sponsorships it has with local 
businesses. In 2020, the event served 
six elementary school students, one 
from each of Mount Vernon’s six 
public elementary schools, who each 
received $200 to spend at Walmart, 
accompanied by a volunteer. Students 
celebrated the season at a small holi-
day party with their families before 
they boarded a festively decorated 
school bus commandeered by Santa 
to head to Walmart. 

According to GHC Executive Di-
rector Dave Shoro, each year social 
workers, guidance counselors and 
principals at each Mount Vernon 
City school recommend students who 
have displayed impressive personal, 
academic or extracurricular achieve-
ment despite unfavorable circum-

stances they have faced, and the or-
ganization selects which students are 
served.

The number of students served 
by the program has increased each 
year since its inception. According to 
GHC Secretary Christine Hohman, 
the organization served 12 elemen-
tary school students, three middle 
school students and four high school 
students in 2021. Last year, it served 
18 elementary school students, six 
middle school students and eight 
high school students, as well as 20 
residents of the Children’s Resource 
Center, a local foster care center. At 
its most recent event, the organiza-
tion was able to give students $250 as 
well as add new activities to the tra-
ditional holiday party, such as face-
painting, cookie-decorating and or-
nament-making. 

Shoro noted that directing the or-
ganization is a diff icult but humbling 
task. He explained that a number of 
students use their money to buy gif ts 

for their family members, for small 
household appliances that their fam-
ilies could not normally afford or for 
clothing to wear to job interviews. 
“There’s so many stories to tel l that 
it ’s just heartwrenching,” he said. “It 
makes us feel good that we’re able to 
real ly have a direct effect on the kids 
that we serve every day.”

In the future, Shoro noted that he 
hopes to help donors and sponsors 
become more involved in the orga-
nization’s work. “We want our spon-
sors to come in and encourage them 
to be part of the charity and be part 
of the event that they’re sponsoring,” 
he said. 

The GHC also has a second proj-
ect in the works: a book bus, which 
is an old school bus the organization 
has purchased and plans to f i l l with 
hundreds of books. The GHC plans 
to begin driving the bus around the 
area this summer to pass out books 
in an effort to encourage local stu-
dents to spend more time reading. 
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First-year students find adventures new and old over break

MADELEINE MAGILL
FEATURES EDITOR

Once a year, several Ken-
yon singers take f light to 
experience the East Coast. 
Along the way, they encoun-
ter strangers, alumni and 
current students throughout 
the country who are eager to 
hear them perform. During 
this winter break, Kenyon’s 
self-described “premier ten-
or-bass a cappella group,” 
the Kokosingers (“Kokes”), 
embarked on the “Kokosing-
ers Magical Mystery Tour.” 
Throughout the 10-day tour, 
the group performed in front 
of energetic audiences in ven-
ues such as retirement homes, 
mental health clinics, high 
schools and restaurants.

While the tour usually 
takes place annually with the 
help of a community of Kokes 
alumni, the a cappella group 
was unable to tour in 2021 
and 2022 due to the pandem-
ic. This year, however, the 
group revived the tradition 
with a big set list for various 
gigs in Newton, Mass.; Es-
sex, Conn.; New York, N.Y.; 
Washington, D.C. and Pitts-
burgh. From putting togeth-
er a concert at Connecticut’s 
Griswold Inn to landing a gig 
at a vibrant New York City 
bar called Madame X, Kokes 
President Brian Coburn ’23 
organized most of the trip’s 
agenda.

Sam Morris ’25 shared that 
the tour was one of his favor-
ite college experiences thus 
far. “A lot of it was just fo-
cused on bonding and making 
sure we get closer as a group, 
but while also trying to do as 
much community outreach as 

we could,” he said. “A lot of the 
highlights were with meeting 
previous Kokes alumni and 
getting to hear what it was 
like in years past. Definitely a 
personal highlight was [that] 
we got to visit Cape Cod and 
do a bunch of these retirement 
home gigs. And it just felt re-
ally good to see how happy the 
music was making people.” 

The tour was one of the 
first times that younger mem-
bers were able to perform 
with the group in front of an 
audience outside of the Ken-
yon community. Morris ad-
mitted that nerves presented 
a challenge for him: “As fun-
ny as it sounds, it’s still nerve 
wracking performing in front 
of an audience of high school-

ers, probably more so than it 
was even with older Kenyon 
alums.” He was able to tack-
le nerves with the help of his 
musical mates, who were al-
ways able to uplift one an-
other with pep talks and dai-
ly practices. Additionally, to 
ease members into the expe-
rience, Coburn organized the 
tour with the intention that 
the audiences would gradual-
ly grow in size throughout the 
10 days. 

Audience members and 
performers alike described 
that the event at Madame 
X was a very lively evening, 
when the Kokes performed 
in a joint concert with The 
Owl Creeks, another Kenyon 
a cappella group. “A highlight 

would definitely be Madame 
X because it was so fun to 
see so many Kenyon people,” 
said Will Breinholt ’25, a sec-
ond-year Kokes member. “It 
was just packed, like, people 
out the door. And I felt like 
the energy was really good 
and everyone was excited. 
And it was fun to be with the 
Owl Creeks, too.” 

Niamh Cahill ’25 ventured 
to New York City from neigh-
boring state New Jersey to 
attend the performance that 
night. “I’ve always been a re-
ally big fan of a cappella here 
at Kenyon,” she said. “It was 
kind of like a little reunion… 
I’m used to hearing [the 
Kokes] sing at Rosse Hall, so 
[hearing them in] a different 

space was really cool. It was 
very intimate.” 

To Morris, the strong com-
munity is what makes Ken-
yon’s oldest all-male a cap-
pella group so special. “It’s a 
really tight-knit group. If any-
thing, it feels more social club 
than ‘sing-y.’ I mean, obvious-
ly we practice a lot and our 
goal is to sound super good. 
But the most noticeable thing 
is making sure that we are a 
group of friends — that we all 
like to spend time with each 
other and be around each oth-
er,” he said. 

The group of 10 hopes that 
more students will be eager to 
join next year, especially be-
cause many Kokes seniors are 
graduating this spring.

Kokosingers embark on 10-day winter tour of the East Coast

The Kokosingers are Kenyon’s oldest all-male a capella group. | COURTESY OF WILL BREINHOLT ’25

After enjoying a month-long 
break during the holiday season, 
the Kenyon community has finally 
returned to the Hill. Many students 
have expressed gratitude for the 
four week respite from classes and 
are feeling refreshed ahead of the 
spring semester, and for the class 
of 2026, this break also marked 
the first extended vacation peri-
od in their academic careers. The 
time off allowed first-year students 
to engage in a variety of activities 
ranging from traveling to catching 
up with old friends. As a result, sto-
ries of adventure and intrigue are 
being shared all across the fresh-
man quad. 

Among the students who trav-
eled abroad during the vacation 
was Tristan Lewis-Schurter ’26, 
who spent the break with his fam-
ily in South Africa. “I stayed at [my 

family’s] home in the Limpopo 
Province, built a boat, went camp-
ing with horses and camped by the 
beach for a week,” he said. Lew-
is-Schurter also noted his surprise 
at the cultural differences between 
the United States and South Africa 
that he observed during his time 
there: “There are obvious political 
and ideological differences between 
our two countries, and in the three 
years since I last visited, those dif-
ferences in beliefs on things like 
masculinity and education only got 
more severe.” Despite this, Lew-
is-Schurter enjoyed his holiday and 
had a “lovely time adventuring” 
with his family. 

Others stayed close to home 
during winter break, including 
Hannah Ehrlich ’26, who returned 
to New York City for the holidays. “I 
saw some friends from high school 
and spent a lot of time with my 
family,” she said. “I stayed around 
where I live and visited my favorite 

parks and restaurants.” Ehrlich took 
advantage of the time off to process 
the first semester and recuperate 
from the stress of finals. “It was re-
ally nice to have some time to relax 
and reflect on what I did last semes-
ter. I was able to plan new ways to 
be more productive this semester. 
I think it was just the right amount 
of time to help me recover from last 
semester, enjoy being at home and 
get excited about [the] second se-
mester.” 

For some, the vacation from 
schoolwork meant an oppor-
tunity to pursue other types of 
work at home. Dalton Hastings 
’26 returned to a restaurant job in 
his hometown of Wilmette, Ill., 
where he came upon a surprising 
new hobby. Having always heard 
co-workers complaining about the 
price of lettuce, Hastings began to 
consider growing his own. “I stum-
bled into something called hydro-
ponic lettuce, which is where you 

grow lettuce in water,” he wrote in 
a message to the Collegian. “I went 
to my local hardware store and 
bought all the materials I needed 
to make this contraption, and after 
my first prototype, I kind of fell in 
love with the idea. The beauty of it 
is that it’s cheap and efficient.” After 
successfully growing his first crop, 
Hastings began selling the lettuce 
to local restaurants, and he hopes 

to continue to become a successful 
supplier.

Overall, first-year students 
seemed to enjoy their time off im-
mensely and are eager to return to 
daily life in Gambier. Lewis-Schurt-
er expressed it best: “I’m incredibly 
grateful to be back on campus. Now 
more than ever, Kenyon feels like a 
true home to me, and the people 
here are a family of my choosing.” 

COURTESY OF HANNAH EHRLICH ’26
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I’ l l admit it : I had low ex-
pectat ions for “M3GAN.” A 
f i lm tack ling the existen-
t ia l horror of AI technology, 
made by a middle-aged pro-
duction team? This sort of 
movie doesn't exact ly have 
the best track record. (See 
“Nerve,” “Unfriended,” etc.) 
Add in the dif f iculty of ba l-
ancing horror with comedy, 
and “M3GAN” seemed l ike a 
recipe for disaster. However, 
when I f ina l ly sat down to 
watch it in the theater, I was 
pleasant ly surprised.

“M3GAN” fol lows tech 
developer Gemma (Al l i-
son Wil l iams), a workaholic 
struggling to connect with 
her recent ly orphaned niece, 
Cady (Violet McGraw). 
When Gemma creates a l i fe-
l ike android, M3GAN, to be 
a companion for the l it t le 
girl, things quick ly go awry 
as her mission to protect 
Cady at a l l costs takes a v io-
lent turn.

Beat for beat, it ’s not a 
part icularly original f i lm. 
The “ invention gone wrong” 
story can be traced back to 
Frankenstein ,  and it hasn’t 
changed much since then. 
However, its sk i l l fu l use of 
comedy to crit ique the tech 

industry sets “M3GAN” 
apart. It taps into that ex-
istentia l dread we a l l have 
about being replaced by tech-
nology whi le simultaneously 
delighting in the schaden-
freude of watching egotist i-
ca l tech CEOs get murdered 
by their own inventions.

Addit ional ly, the f i lm 
is gloriously gory. Because 
M3GAN’s def ining character 
trait is her lack of humanity, 
she mechanica l ly and me-
thodica l ly racks up a sizable 
k i l l count. The v iewer un-
derstands that a human vi l-
la in isn’t committ ing these 
v i le act ions, which means 
the f i lm doesn’t have to 
tack le that classic quanda-
ry that bogs so many horror 
stories down: Are humans 
inherent ly evi l? “M3GAN” 
is uninterested in answering 
this quest ion, which a l lows 
for the deaths to get blood-
ier and bloodier without the 
tone becoming too serious.

A few excel lent perfor-
mances breathe l i fe into the 
a lready strong story. Chi ld 
actors are notoriously bad in 
horror, but McGraw brings a 
surprising emotional depth 
to the character of Cady, and 
Jenna Davis as the voice of 
M3GAN perfect ly straddles 
the l ine between youthful 
innocence and computerized 

inhumanity. It is Wil l iams, 
though, who stea ls the show. 
Gemma is a dynamic charac-
ter who changes a lot over the 
course of the f i lm, and Wil-
l iams’ subt le performance 
makes this development feel 
natura l and believable.

Another of the f i lm’s 
strongest points is its CGI, 
and not for the reason you 
might expect. It most def i-
nitely doesn’t look photo-
rea list ic (more Marvel Cin-
ematic Universe: Phase Four 
than “Avatar: The Way of 
Water”), but by fa l l ing into 
the uncanny va l ley, the CGI 
contributes to the unsett l ing 
atmosphere. The subt le dif-
ferences between M3GAN 
and the other characters are 
a major theme of the f i lm, 
and conveying this v isual ly 
spares the v iewers from hav-
ing this explained in exposi-
t ional dia logue.

“M3GAN” has something 
to of fer everyone: If you are 
a horror newbie, the humor 
wi l l provide a sense of lev-
ity that keeps you from get-
t ing too scared. If you’re a 
megafan, there are enough 
gory deaths and references 
to iconic horror franchises 
to keep you hooked. Because 
I highly recommend check-
ing the f i lm out for yourself, 
I won’t spoi l the ending, but 

let me just say this: Af ter 
seeing the f ina l shot, you’ l l 
want to take a basebal l bat 
to a l l of your electronics. 

For a f i lm about the horrors 
of technology, I think that 
is pretty much the highest 
praise possible.

Review: Kingsolver retells Dickens tale in ’90s Appalachia 
ANNALIA FIORE
ARTS EDITOR

This review contains spoilers 
for Demon Copperhead.

During my race to complete 
my Goodreads book challenge 
for 2022, I read Barbara King-
solver’s (Poisonwood Bible, The 
Bean Trees) most recently pub-
lished book, Demon Copperhead. 
The book is a clever retelling of 
Charles Dickens’ classic novel 
David Copperfield,  set in the Ap-
palachian Mountains during the 
opioid epidemic of the late 1990s. 
It really does feel like a Dickens 
novel for our time, though in 
some respects much heavier, both 
because of its content and the re-
ality that the issues addressed in 
Demon Copperhead not only re-
main, but have grown consider-
ably worse since the ’90s. 

Kingsolver's novel mirrors 
the original story of David Cop-
perfield down to the minute de-
tails. As with David in Dickens’ 
novel, Demon is orphaned at a 
young age, experiences neglect, 
child labor and substance abuse 
and eventually finds success and 
family. But whereas David be-
comes a gentleman in English 
society, Demon has to perpetu-

ally battle the cycles of addiction 
and poverty that afflict his fam-
ily and community. In this way, 
Kingsolver maintains the essen-
tial plot structure of Dickens’ 
original novel, as well as his cast 
of colorful characters, while also 
creating a story that is entirely 
different from the original source 
material. Characters like the 
sniveling, mawkish Uriah Heep 
and the scarfaced Rosa Dartle 
are reinvented in startlingly new 
ways while remaining reminis-
cent to their original characters. 
Angus, in particular, possesses 
the same good-natured, mature 
character of her predecessor Ag-
nes, while also casting off the 
Victorian angelicness in favor 
of a tough, no-nonsense type of 
personality. 

Similarly to Dickens, King-
solver depicts the condition of 
the poor, though, in her case, in 
the often-overlooked parts of the 
United States. Whereas in Dick-
ens’ time the oppressors were 
factories and corrupt orphanag-
es, for Kingsolver the enemy is a 
little closer to home: East Coast 
pharmaceutical companies. 
These medical establishments — 
Purdue Pharmaceuticals in par-
ticular — targeted impoverished 
regions like Appalachia with opi-
oid prescription drugs, creating a 
generational spiral of addiction 

and overdoses. This aspect of  
Kingsolver’s novel was chilling 
and especially well done. 

Despite my appreciation for 
the novel overall, I do think it has 
few problems. As expected from 
the author who came just shy of 
winning the Pulitzer Prize for 
The Poisonwood Bible, Kingsolv-
er's writing is very good, but at 
times it feels like she’s deliberate-
ly trying to write the next great 
American novel. I also wished 
there was more description of 
Appalachia, which felt lacking 
especially considering that King-
solver lives there and has a back-
ground in ecology. There’s a bit 
here and there at the beginning 
and end of the book, but I think 
more in-depth naturalist pas-
sages describing rural Kentucky 
would offset how depressed and 
trashed Lee County seemed. 

Kingsolver seems eager to 
correct the perspective that Ap-
palachia is the armpit of Amer-
ica, where only backwards, red-
necked and doped-out hillbillies 
come from, but she doesn’t do 
a great job of this. I came away 
with the impression that people 
like Demon can only escape the 
cycles of generational addiction 
with outside help — altruistic 
do-gooders like Annie and Mr. 
Armstrong, Demon’s teachers. 
The parts where the Appalachian 

community did rally together to 
care for the addicted, orphaned 
and grieving felt slapped on at 
the end. I wanted more of the 
folk art and front porch banjo 
shindig intermixed with the 
overdoses and Walmart parking 
lot drug deals. 

Finally, as much as I loved the 
last act of the book, the last three 
chapters or so felt truly rushed, 
with the ending carelessly tidied 
up without much consideration 

of Demon’s future. This was a 
bit disappointing after a series of 
amazing chapters in the last third 
of the book that I was consistent-
ly impressed by. I got the feeling 
that Kingsolver was running low 
on word count (the book is al-
ready a hefty 546 pages of dense 
writing). That being said, I think 
that the novel succeeds where it 
matters most by retelling David 
Copperfield in a way that is per-
tinent and prescient for our time. 

COURTESY OF SHAWN MILLER/LIBRARY OF 
CONGRESS
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STAFF EDITORIAL

This semester, Kenyon has embarked on the 
search for a new president. The choice of a president 
is a chance for Kenyon to set its values and goals for 
the coming years, as the College looks into its third 
century and beyond. The presidential search com-
mittee has invited members of the community to 
share their perspectives, and so the executive staff of 
the Collegian would like to take the space this week 
to share our thoughts on what the new president of 
Kenyon should hold as their priorities, whoever they 
are. 

First, the new president must be someone who will 
take action on Kenyon’s commitments to diversity, 
equity and inclusion, supporting marginalized stu-
dents and continuing President Sean Decatur’s com-
mitment to move Kenyon toward being an anti-rac-
ist institution. Such work, like mandating anti-racist 
professional development training for the Board of 
Trustees, ought to be continued and expanded under 
the new president.

The new president should also be someone who 
works transparently with students and takes stu-
dents’ concerns seriously. This should include re-
specting the rights of student workers, which means 
not blocking K-SWOC’s path to an election as well 
as negotiating a contract in good faith if the union 
wins. The president must also listen to students’ calls 
regarding support for transgender students — some-
thing that was notably missing last year, when LG-
BTQ+ affinity organization leaders issued demands 
for support, including for Kenyon to speak out more 
strongly against transphobia and transmisogyny.

Kenyon is a unique institution, and the new pres-
ident should be committed to what makes Kenyon 
Kenyon: its strong sense of community. Part of the 
College’s allure lies in this sense of camaraderie, and 
the next president must be its largest supporter. The 
new president should be actively involved in Gam-
bier and its community: advising and teaching, as 
Decatur did, informally participating in communi-
ty events and reviving pre-pandemic traditions like 
“Pizza with the Prez.” 

We encourage all members of the Kenyon commu-
nity to engage with the process. Community mem-
bers can fill out this form: https://www.surveymon-
key.com/r/KenyonPresidentialSearch to share their 
opinions with the presidential search committee. 
This is an important opportunity to have our voices 
heard and shape the future direction of Kenyon.

Sincerely, 
Salvatore, Amelia and Reid

The staff editorial is written weekly by Editors-in-Chief 
Amelia Carnell ’23 and Salvatore Macchione ’23 and Ex-
ecutive Director Reid Stautberg ’23. You can contact them 
at carnell1@kenyon.edu, macchione1@kenyon.edu and 
stautberg1@kenyon.edu, respectively. 

Despite the “consent is sexy” pins that 
you might have received at any number 
of events at Kenyon, consent isn’t sexy… 
It is mandatory. In fact, sex without con-
sent isn’t sex, it is rape. Given that in 2019, 
the Association of American Universities 
found on average 26.4% of women, 23.1% 
of transgender, genderqueer and noncon-
forming people and 6% of men are sexually 
assaulted in college, one might expect the 
topic of consent to not only be explicitly 
and repeatedly discussed, but also to be 
taken seriously. Yet, the pressing question 
Kenyon has posed to students through the 
creation of custom stickers around cam-
pus is “Owl you doin? Give a HOOT about 
consent.” Kenyon has once again failed to 
take students’ well-being and complaints 
seriously enough to create real change; in-
stead they opted for a ridiculous sticker 
campaign. Although Kenyon has a habit of 
correctly identifying problems but failing 
to amend them properly (see the continued 
over-enrollment of students while build-
ing a new admissions office), trivializing 
assault and consent to the tune of an owl 
pun seems a new low. However, while Ken-
yon should be critiqued for these stickers, 
they are merely a symptom of a broader 
trend. Administrators and students alike 
are engaging in efforts to avoid diff icult 
conversations more and more often, in-
stead opting for fun events. 

The use of catchy marketing for con-
sent such as the “consent is sexy” pins 
given at many sexual wellness events is 
riddled with troublesome connotations. 
First, it avoids mentioning that not get-
ting consent is also illegal and inhumane. 
Furthermore, describing consent as sexy 
plays into the notion that men — on col-
lege campuses nearly 99% of perpetrators 
are male — in particular need to be mo-
tivated by sex rather than human decen-
cy. Finally, the phrase is generally wrong. 
Consent is often clunky, sweaty and ner-
vous, and that’s okay. There is nothing 
“sexy” about sex in a twin XL bed, or the 
inevitable hallway conversations you can 
hear from almost anywhere on campus, 
yet these are still parts of sex. 

While simply blaming Kenyon would be 
easier and make for a more succinct piece, 
I believe this opinion would be shallow 
without noting the broader current Ke-
nyon is caught in. Over the last decade 
there has been a sharp rise in the policing 
of “triggering” language. The 2021 New 
Yorker article “What if trigger warnings 
don’t work” outlines the fact that although 
more and more words are being added to 

We need to talk about consent 
without making a joke 
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Next president must 
prioritize equity and 

students’ concerns
a list requiring a “trigger warning” before 
use, these warnings are doing little to actu-
ally help trauma survivors. In fact, the ar-
ticle points to evidence that instead of pro-
tecting students, policing language largely 
results in increased anxiety for survivors. 
Avoiding diff icult topics, such as sexual as-
sault, also denies all students the ability to 
interrogate their own experiences and per-
ceptions through open dialogue. 

The trajectory of Kenyon’s now-discon-
tinued Take Back the Night (TBTN) cam-
paign was a worrisome example of Ken-
yon students and administrators choosing 
to move away from diff icult conversa-
tions. According to a 2012 Collegian ar-
ticle, TBTN was an optional “week-long 
student-run program that strives to open 
dialogue and bring awareness to commu-
nity members about sexual assault.” A no-
table event in TBTN was the “Speak Out” 
portion, during which students could share 
their own experiences of sexual assault or 
misconduct. Despite students and faculty 
advocating for the benefits of these events, 
the campaign was discontinued in 2016 due 
to some survivors describing the event as 
triggering. The discontinuation of TBTN 
represents a turning point at which the 
substance and significance of discussions 
became less relevant than the emotional 
response diff icult topics elicit. Engaging 
in serious conversations about consent and 
sexual assault used to be a standard at Ke-
nyon, and as a community we are worse off 
without these conversations. 

“Give a HOOT about consent” did not 
arise from nothing. As a school and com-
munity, we have moved too far from diff i-
cult conversations, choosing catchy phrases 
over meaningful discussions. Conversa-
tions around sex and healthy sexual rela-
tions should be fostered and encouraged. 
However, the way to make people comfort-
able with talking about sex is to engage in 
conversation rather than avoid conversa-
tion. Through attempts to shelter the stu-
dent body, Kenyon has risked the physical 
safety of students by trivializing consent, 
the most fundamental and serious part of 
sex, in favor of providing a linguistically 
safe college experience. It is the responsi-
bility of every Kenyon student and admin-
istrator alike to not shy away from diff icult 
conversations, but to instead advocate for 
discussions as the necessity they are. 

Hannah Sussman ’25 is the opinions edi-
tor at the Collegian. She is a sociology ma-
jor from Glencoe, Ill . She can be reached at 
sussman3@kenyon.edu.

The opinions page is a space for members of the community to discuss issues relevant to the campus and the world at large. The opinions expressed 
on this page belong only to the writers. Columns and letters to the editors do not reflect the opinions of the Collegian staff. All members of the 

community are welcome to express opinions through a letter to the editor. 

The Kenyon Collegian reserves the right to edit all letters submitted for length and clarity. The Collegian cannot accept anonymous or pseudonymous 
letters. Letters must be signed by individuals, not organizations, and must be 200 words or fewer. Letters must also be received no later than the 
Tuesday prior to publication. The Kenyon Collegian prints as many letters as possible each week subject to space, interest and appropriateness.

Members of the editorial board reserve the right to reject any submission. The views expressed in the paper do not necessarily reflect the views of 
Kenyon College.



Thursday, January 19 | kenyoncollegian.com6

 David Mazon III ’25 | SEJIN KIM/SID/NCAA

KATIE SPARVERO
SPORTS EDITOR

As many Kenyon students returned 
home for winter break, the women’s basket-
ball team hit the hardwood. The Owls split 
four non-conference games and earned 
their first conference victory over the Col-
lege of Wooster, but also fell in a trio of 
NCAC games. With a month left in the 
regular season, Kenyon’s record is 5-10 (1-4 
NCAC).

On Dec. 10, Kenyon fell to Penn State 
Behrend (Pa.) 69-66 at home. The Owls 
led 22-14 after the first quarter, but the Li-
ons outscored Kenyon by 15 points in the 
second frame, taking a seven-point lead 
into halftime. After an even third quarter, 
Kenyon scored the first 10 points of the fi-
nal frame to lead 55-51 with five minutes 
to play. Though momentum swung in the 
Owls’ favor, the Lions roared back and took 
the lead for good with three minutes to play. 
Despite the loss, center Claudia Cooke ’24 
took home her first of two NCAC Women’s 
Basketball Player of the Week honors for 
her strong performances against Berhend 
and Penn State Shenango.

Kenyon got back on the court on Dec. 
18 to face Otterbein University. After a low-
scoring first half that saw the Owls lead 14-
13, the Cardinals’ scorching third-quarter 
shooting from the floor (62.5%) propelled 
them to a 57-50 win.

The Owls picked up play again on Dec. 
30. In its final game of 2022, Kenyon went
on the road to play North Central Col-
lege (Ill.). Though the Cardinals led early
in the game, Kenyon gained the lead half-
way through and never trailed again, with
strong shooting from beyond the arc in the

second half (87.5%) lifting the Owls to a 73-
61 win. 

Unfortunately, Kenyon was unable to 
open the new year with a win, as it fell to 
Ohio Wesleyan University (OWU) at home 
on Jan. 4. In the 76-44 loss, Kenyon’s 22 
turnovers proved costly, as OWU scored 17 
points off turnovers.

Looking to get back in the win column, 
the Owls faced off against the University of 
Maine Fort Kent Bengals on Jan. 9. Kenyon 
never trailed throughout the game, leading 
by as many as 28 points. The Owls’ 58 re-
bounds helped them secure the 65-44 win. 
Alyssa Gest ’26, who paced Kenyon with 14 
points, highlighted the team’s offense as a 
key factor to their 4-6 record in non-con-

ference games. “We played well with non-
conference teams by staying competitive 
and looking for great shots,” she wrote in an 
email to the Collegian. 

On Jan. 11, Kenyon looked to stay in the 
win column with a victory against the Col-
lege of Wooster. The outlook was dire for the 
Owls, as they trailed for the entire first half. 
Down 37-30 at the start of the third quarter, 
Kenyon opened the half with a big run to 
take its first lead of the game. From there, 
the two teams stayed close, trading points 
throughout the third and fourth quarters. 
After a Wooster free throw with 10 seconds 
on the clock tied the game at 65-65, Cooke, 
who earned NCAC Player of the Week, put 
home the layup in the paint to give the Owls 

their first conference win of the season. 
Cooke believes the win can help propel Ke-
nyon to further success in NCAC play. “It 
felt really good, we were all happy with the 
win and it gave us momentum for the next 
conference games we have to play,” she said.

Unfortunately, Kenyon was unable to 
win consecutive conference games, as they 
fell in lopsided fashion to DePauw Univer-
sity on Saturday. Though the Owls kept it 
close early, the Tigers pulled away late in the 
first quarter and never looked back, taking 
the contest 82-54. 

On Wednesday, Kenyon fell behind early 
on the road to Wittenberg University. After 
the Tigers took a 21-6 lead in the first quar-
ter, they continued their torrid scoring on 
the way to a 62-40 win. 

For Orefice, a continued emphasis on de-
fense in conference games will help Kenyon 
find further success. “I think we can contin-
ue to improve on defense, in limiting runs, 
getting stops and defensive and offensive re-
bounding, which will then help us push the 
ball a bit more offensively,” she said.

Kenyon next plays on Saturday, when 
they will host Oberlin College. Orefice 
hopes that the team will continue to grow in 
the final month of the regular season. “This 
season has been a good experience so far. As 
a young team, we have faced some ups and 
downs as a team, but have stayed together 
throughout and are now focused on im-
proving as we play more conference games,” 
she said. 

Cooke highlighted a chance to go danc-
ing in the NCAC tournament as the team’s 
primary focus over the upcoming weeks. 
“My goal and I believe the rest of the team’s 
goal is to go into the NCAC playoffs seeded 
in the top half of the conference,” she said.

Cooke collects 2 NCAC honors over winter break

Cooke led the Owls to their first NCAC victory. | SEJIN KIM/SID/NCAA

Over winter break, the Ken-
yon men’s basketball team faced 
a busy schedule of games, includ-
ing a trip to Daytona Beach, Fla., 
and a slew of conference games. 
Though the Owls found some 
success against non-conference 
opponents, they were winless 
against NCAC foes. Their record 
stands at 7-10 (0-8).

After a heartbreaking last-sec-
ond layup sealed DePauw Univer-
sity’s 69-67 win on Dec. 10, Ken-
yon got back in the win column 
against Alma College (Mich.) a 
week later. Poor first-half shoot-
ing had the Owls on the wrong 
side of a 39-21 lead, but they came 
out of the break hot, scoring 10 
unanswered points. A free throw 
from Anthony Testa ’24 gave the 
Owls a 64-63 lead with just over 
five minutes to play. In the wan-
ing minutes of the game, the two 
teams traded the lead. With just 
five seconds left on the clock, 
Miles Versa ’25 put the game-
winning layup home, securing 
the 74-72 road win.

As temperatures in Gambier 
grew colder, the Owls headed 
south to the Sunshine State to 
take part in the Daytona Beach 
Shootout. For Florida-born Da-
vid Mazon III ’25, the chance to 
play in his home state was an ex-

citing one. “One of my favorite 
things about basketball is travel-
ing to new places and the bonds 
you deepen with your team while 
traveling,” he wrote in an email to 
the Collegian. “It was nice for my 
family to come see me play in per-
son for once.”

On Dec. 20, Kenyon faced 
off against Stevenson Universi-
ty (Md.). Despite clutch 3-point 
shooting from Sam Walch ’23 
and Versa to help the Owls mount 
a first-half comeback, the Mus-
tangs took the lead with seven 
minutes to play in the second half 
and never looked back on their 
way to a 72-67 victory.     

Looking to head home with 
a split, Kenyon returned to play 
a day later against Marymount 
University (Va.). The Owls quick-
ly jumped out to an early lead, 
capitalizing on 46.4% field goal 
shooting to take a 39-24 lead into 
halftime. However,  the Saints 
tied the game at 74 with under a 
minute and a half to play. Nick 
Nelson ’26 gave Kenyon the ad-
vantage with a free throw before 
making a layup to seal the 77-74 
win. 

For Gefen Bar-Cohen ’25, 
who led the Owls with 24 points 
against the Saints, the trip to 
Florida represented some of the 
team’s best basketball, but he em-
phasized that the team knew not 
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Men’s basketball still searching for first conference victory
to lose focus of the season’s larg-
er goals. “It felt good to play well 
in Florida, but immediately after 
the trip, we all shifted our fo-
cus to our upcoming conference 
games,” he wrote in an email to 
the Collegian.

As the Owls returned to their 
roost, their struggle with slow 
starts followed them. In the first 
half of its Jan. 4 game against Wa-
bash, Kenyon trailed by as many 
as nine points, before strong 
shooting helped to give the team 
a 40-34 lead at halftime. Howev-
er, the Owls were unable to close 
out the game, losing in the wan-
ing minutes 71-67. Kenyon was 
unable to rebound from the loss 
in their next two games against 
conference foes Denison Univer-
sity and the College of Wooster, 
losing 82-61 on Jan. 7 and 81-67 
on Jan. 9. 

On Saturday, Kenyon was 
in good position to get its first 
NCAC win against Wittenberg 
University, taking a 37-27 lead 
into halftime. However, the Ti-
gers took advantage of a run of 
Kenyon mistakes to regain the 
lead. The game was a back-and-
forth affair, and at the end of 40 
minutes the score was tied at 57. 
Wittenberg took the lead 17 sec-
onds into overtime and never re-
linquished it, winning 75-72.

The Owls returned to Tom-

sich Arena on Wednesday to play 
the Oberlin College Yeomen, with 
both teams looking to win their 
first conference game. Though 
Kenyon scored the game’s first 
four points, Oberlin took over for 
the rest of the first half. The Owls 
pulled close throughout the sec-
ond half, but Testa’s buzzer-beat-
ing three was not enough, and Ke-
nyon fell 58-57.

Both Bar-Cohen and Mazon 
agree that the Owls are capable 
of being competitive in confer-
ence but acknowledge that it will 
take more to win games. “We play 
each team in our conference twice 
a year, so if we can scout and know 
how they play, their go-to moves 
and tendencies; we will have an 
upper had if we can stop those 

things,” Mazon said. “We want to 
be more than just competitive; we 
want to win,” Bar-Cohen said.

The Owls will return to play on 
Saturday, when they travel to face 
conference-leading Ohio Wes-
leyan University. With around a 
month left in the regular season 
and only conference opponents 
left on the schedule, Mazon high-
lighted finishing the season strong 
as a main goal for the team. “We 
started out really strong this sea-
son and are currently right now 
going through a drought. I want us 
to at least be .500 by the end of the 
season and to make it to the play-
offs,” he said.

Bar-Cohen’s goals can be 
summed up in just one word: 
“Win.”
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