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ABILENE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE LECTURES 1%

sealed tomb, and the Roman guard? What reason would
His foes have for doing so? And, if Jesus did not arise
from the dead, what prevented the Jews from proving that
the preaching of the apostles was false? Why did they not
produce the body of Jesus and silence such preachers as
Peter forever? It has been truly said, “The silence of the
Jews is as significant as the speech of the Christians.”4

There stands before us that in: »jerable barrier to un-
belief . . . the empty tomb. Togewuer with the witness of
these men who saw the risen Christ, it stands impregnable
against all the attacks of visional and apparitional theories.
The outstanding fact of the story is the empty grave in
which the body of Jesus of Nazareth was laid. When we
add to this the testimony of Paul, there is no reason to re-
ject the Lord’s resurrection. Recounting the facts of the
gospel, Paul produced various witnesses for the resurrec-
tion, and then said, “After that, He was seen of above five
hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part re-
main unto this present, but some are fallen asleep” (I Cor-
inthians 15:6). What a reckless statement from a man
who was not sincere! The only conclusion is that Paul was
not afraid for his words to be tested. This was true also
because he had seen the risen Master Himself. Christians
believe in Christ because they believe in the fundamental
truth of His coming forth from the grave, triumphant over
death and the Devil.

‘ Christ’s Church
Christians k "eve that Christ is God’s Son and their
Savior because or the church that Jesus established in the
world. It has been said that “every institution is but the
lengthened shadow of a man.” The church is a living wit-
ness to the divine Songhip of Christ. Every effect must
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How changed indeed would be the lives of little children,
for it is the influence of Christ that has brought to us a
proper impression of the value of a child. It is the influ-
ence of Jesus that has brought such meaning to the word
“home.” What would happen to our homes and to schools
like this one if the influence of Christ should be gone?
The care of the sick, of the widow and the orphan, of the
aged and infirm, and even such a thing as kindness to dumb
animals are all largely due to the influence of Christ and
the gospel. The teaching of Christ about God, sin, human
redemption and forgiveness, love, gentleness, and kindness
has inspired human life as nothin Ise apparently can do.

When we consider so very briefly these matters of the
influence of Christ upon men and nations, when we medi-
tate on the power of the gospel to change the very lives of
men, we ask ourselves why these things are true. The only
way to account for this influence is in the divine nature of
Jesus Christ. In fact, it is really impossible to measure the
changes that Christ has wrought in this old world by His
coming and through His teachings. Even men who do not
believe in Him owe so very much of what they are and now
enjoy to the fact of His life and His doctrine. Truly His in-
fluence ic not that of a man. We say with Napoleon, “Je-
sus Christ was more than man.”

Christian Experience

Christians believe that Christ is the Son of God because
He has the power to change the lives — the very hearts —
of men. But experience alone is not an adequate foundation
for us. The Christ who works in the transformation of
lives teday cannot be sundered from the Christ of the gos-
pels. Experience must be based on the historical facts of








































































ABILENE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE LECTURES 45

In 1951 he was married to Ollie Robinson of Ravina, Oklahoma.
They now have two daughters, Donna Lynn and Lu Anne.

A famous infidel once said: “There is one thing that
mars all the pleasure of my life. I am afraid the Bible is
true. . ... if the Bible is true, I am lost for ever.” If the
Bible is true — we shudder to think of the consequences
if the Bible is not true. On its foundation men have been
building their lives for centuries; because of it men have
faith in Jesus as God’s Son; and in its promises alone men
have hope beyond the grave.

The subject of the origin and preservation of the Bible
involves three fundamental topics: the inspiration, the
canon, and the transmission of the Scriptures. Each of
these topics covers a vast field of information; therefore,
as we treat this subject we must be selective. Because
many lectureships of this type deal with the first two topics,
especially that of inspiration, we will devote much of our
time this evening to the transmission of the Scriptures from
the apostolic age down to the present.

Inspiration and Canon of the Scriptures

The origin of all things is God. Whether one seeks to
trace the birth of a star or the opening of a yellow rose,
his path ultimately will lead to the throne of God. “By
the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and all their
host by the breath of his mouth” (Psalms 33:6). In a
similar way the New Testament swriters regard the Old
Testament as being the creation of God. “All scripture is
inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof,
for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the
man of God may be complete, equipped for every good
work” (2 Timothy 3:16,17). Here Paul expresses his con-
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But, someone says that we are reasoning in a circle, that
we are assuming inspiration in order to prove inspiration.
No, we assume nothing of the kind. We assume only that
the men who wrote these books were honest and of a sound
mind. Were these honest men? If so, they would not fab-
ricate an untruth or foster a forgery on later centuries.
Were these men sound-minded? If so, they were not given
to mental illusions or hallucinations. All that we assume
is honesty and sobriety; then we allow the writers the
privilege of speaking for themselves; and the evidence is
judged as historical or non-historical on the same basis as
we approach other ancient records.

When the Bible is permitted to speak for itself, the fol-
lowing conclusions are reached: First, the New Testament
writers hold to the Old Testament as the unique creation
of God; second, the New Testament writings place them-
selves on an equality with the Old Testament; third, there-
fore the New Testament is likewise a creation of God. God
is the architect; the Holy Spirit is the executive agent; hu-
man hands are the means; and the Bible is the product!

Reference has already been made to the “canon” of the
Scriptures. When Peter spoke of Paul’s epistles in con-
nection with ‘“the other scriptures,” he was indirecly say-
ing that Paul’s writings are “Scripture.” Of course the word
“Scripture” means no more than “writing,” but in the New
Testament the word “Scripture” is used exclusively to re-
fer to the sacred writings of the Old Testament. These
writings, or ‘“‘Scriptures,” were regarded as having a
unique origin and possessing a unique authority. In other
words these writings, as “Secriptures,” were set apart from
ordinary writings and comprised what is known as the “can-
on” of the Old Testament. Thus when Peter inferred that







































that 1n substance the text of the Bible 1S certain. kspecially
is this the case with the New Testament.”s

We are indeed a blessed people. God has preserved His
seed in order that He might preserve His kingdom. The
need of that kingdom is His precious word.

“Nay, were the sea one chrysolite,
The earth one golden ball,

And diadems all the stars of night,
This book outweighs them all.”

It should cheer our hearts to know that our Bible is the
best-attested work of all that ancient literature has to
offer. Christian friends, the ground on which we stand
is not quivering sand. Kenyon has said: “The Christian can
take the whole Bible in his hand and say without fear or
hesitation that he holds in it the true Word of God, handed
down without essential loss from generation to generation
throughout the centuries.””® ‘“The grass withers, and the
flower falls, but the word of the Lord abides forever” (I
Peter 1:24,25).

1Sir Irederic Kenyon. Our Bible and the Ancient Manuscripts. Revised by
A. W. Adams. (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1958), p. 55.

2The arrangement of epistles cited is the order found in the papyrus codex.

30ther frazments containing John 14-21 were published in 1958,

1B. F. Westcott and F. J. A. Hort. The New Testament in the Original Greek.
Introduction and Appendix. (Cambridge: University Press, 1881), pp. 2-3.

5Kenyon., Our Bible and the Ancient Manuscripts, p. 55.
6Kenyon, Our Bible and the Ancient Manuscripts, p. 55.
























Now, in describing this development, I have obviously
emphasized the extremes. Somewhere between these ex-
tremes all of us are variously located, and somewhere near
the center we shall seek for the right attitude and the ma-
jor portion of truth as regards these discrepancies. I be-
lieve that such freedom and honesty as we recognized in
the Campbell-Pardee discussion, and such calm and ra-
tional approach as they made, must be made our rule here
if any good is to be done.

First of all we must take into consideration certain sali-
ent facts. One of these is that the writing of the Bible
was completed nearly two thousand years ago. Whatever
ts in it now has been in it and under the scrutiny of men
two or three or four thousand years, and is not likely to
be radically changed in respect to its discrepant and non-
« crepant qualities now. If there were no discrepancies
in it when the writing was finished, there are none now,
and all the evil designs of its enemies cannot create them
and make them stand. 1If there were discrepancies in it
when the writing was finished, they are still there now,
and no amount of wresting and distorting of passages can
really and permanently rid it of them.

But it must also be said that if there are discrepancies
in the Bible, they have now had at least two thousand years
to do all the harm they can do. If they have not destroyed
the influence and power of the Bible in the last two thou-
sand years, there is no reason to fear that they will be able
to in the next two thousand or any number of thousands
of years. Therefore, this is not a new problem which has
been suddenly thrown into our laps for settlement and
which should throw us into a flurry of excited activity or
frighten us into a panic, but is an old problem which has












11018, and no libraries among the 1lsraehites I0or the preser-
vation of master copies from which reproductions could be
made? This leaves us with several problems.

First, we have the matter of oral transmission. Just
how much of the writing followed long periods of oral
transmission we do not know, but it is thought by many
competent Biblical scholars that varying periods of oral
transmission lie behind many of the historical accounts of
the Bible, and they are not without argument and evidence
in their favor. Under such conditions of memory and repeti-
tion it is incredible that no variations in such details should
occur. Neither do such variations materially change the
message of the Bible nor militate against its general relia-
bility and validity.

In the writing process we find our second problem. With-
out printing presses, every copy of the scriptures had to be
produced by the hands of human scribes, with intermittent
glances, or the sound of a common reader’s enunciations,
and fallible memory as the only medium through which all
the minutiae of the Hebrew and Greek texts could pass
from the exemplar into the copy. It would have been beyond
human capacity to make all the necessary transmssions
without some failures of reading, memory, or recording.
That there were common scribal errors in all ancient litera-
ture is commonplace with all who work in those felds. In
fact, some patterns of scribal errors have been traced and
classified by such technical names as dittography, haplog-
raphy, ete. That such errors were made by the copyists of
the Bible is only natural and reasonable to assume, unless
we assume that all scribes were miraculously guarded
against all error.
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ter sixteen. How could both accounts be accurate and yet
be reconciled?

This is one of the discrepancies for which no satsfactory
answer has as yet been found, so far as I am concerned. That
certainly doesn’t mean that no such explanation can or will
ever be found, but that as of now I know of none. The
most common explanation by scholars is that here we have
two different lines of tradition, both included by the editor
of Samuel. But many people would not want to accept that
explanation. But once again I ask: What has that to do
with the real value and spiritual relevance of the Bible? Is
the incidental way by which David became associated with
Saul the really important thing, or is the important thing
the fact that God was with David and that David had a
zeal for God and a character which made him a man after
God’s own heart, and the ideal king of Israel and the father
of the Messiah? It is not the minute historical exactness
that makes it the wonderful life-giving book that it is, but
its spiritual quality and power.

One more historical discrepancy may be noted here in
which a statement is made by one writer which contradicts
a statement made by another. In Genesis 15:2 we find
Abram addrssing God as “Lord Jehovah.” But in Exodus
6:3 the writer reports God as saying: “I appeared unto
Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, as God Almighty;
but by my name Jehovah I was not known to them.” Now
the question: How could Abram have addressed Him as
Lord Jehovah if He was not known to Abraham by His
name Jehovah? Once again there are various theories
which time here does not enable us to enter into, but actu-
ally, what difference does it make whether Abraham knew
God as Jehovah or El Skaddai? He was still the same God












sins of their fathers in many places, as when David allowed
the sons of Saul to be put to death for the wrongs done by
Saul to the Gibeonites (II Samuel 21), but also in II Kings
14 Amaziah put to death those servants who had murdered
his father, “but the children of the murderers he put not
to death; according to that which is written in the book
of the law of Moses, as Jehovah commanded, saying, The
fathers shall not be put to death for the children, nor the
children for the fathers; but every man shall die for his
own sin.”

Now here we seem to have a moral or ethical discrep-
ancy. The children should not suffer for the sins of the
fathers, and yet the children did suffer for the sins of the
fathers. Certainly in this we may have what was discussed
in an earlier paragraph — a sign of the onward advance-
ment from a lower to a higher level of ethics, but it is also
true that, as in the immediately foregoing paragraph, both
sides contain some truth.

We feel that there is great injustice in the children’s suf-
fering for the sins of their fathers and would like to make
it an absolute rule of justice that they should not. Yet,
as a matter of fact, we know that children do still suffer on
account of the sins of their fathers, not in the sense that
they are pronounced morally guilty and judicially sentenced,
but they suffer just the same.

I know a wonderful lady and very faithful Christian who
will be a hopeless cripple to her dying day because her pro-
fligate father contracted a venereal disease. Some of the
other children in the family were likewise affected.

Children often suffer because of the ignorance, the
laziness, the drunkenness, the gambling, etc., of their fath-
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Canaan be his servant. God shall enlarge Japheth, .
him dwell in the tents of Shem; And let Canaan be h
ant.” The prophecy clearly pictures the descentants ¢
(here called “Canaan”) as the lowest of the three b1
of Noah’s descendants; Shem as in a better positic
Ham; and Japheth as in the leading position. Hu
Bible Atlas here observes: “The nations of the J:
family are found in Asia and Europe; the Shemi
Semites, in Asia; the so-called Hamitic races in As
Africa.” The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Re
Knowledge, volume 8, page 185, says: “History fulfil
words of the patriarch: Canaan was rooted out by

the Persians, Macedonians, and Romans of Japheth
conquered the Pheonicians of Canaan’s progeny a
Egyptians, while the Semite races either shared ths
fate, or like the Africans of today groan under th
of slavery.” We may think in the over-all, general
the continents of Europe, Asia, and Africa as the p:
populationwise, of Japheth, Shem, and Ham, respe«
And those three continents rate in that order in pr
through the ages — in absolute harmony with this

ecy, uttered over 2300 years before Christ and recor
Genesis some 1500 years before Christ. A study

history of the nations descended from those thre
amazes one as to the accuracy of the prophecy —
Noah could not have known, and the accuracy of
would be laid to accident only by those hiding from
or making jokes.

The book of Deuteronomy, chapter twenty-eight, g
remarkably detailed prophecy of the final collapse
Jewish nation. A concise and accurate account of -
found in T. H. Horne’s “Introduction——," New E
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Joe Sanders was born in Warren County, Tennessee, in 1916. At
the age of seventeen he began work with the Du Pont company at
Old Hickory, Tennessee. During his first year there he worked at
night and went to school during the day, finishing his last year in
high school. In June, 1934, he was married to Evelyn Green of Me-
Minnville, Tennessee. The Sanders have two sons and two daughters.

In 1941, after having been out of high school for seven years, he
gave up his job with Du Pont and entered David Lipscomb College.
He returned to Lipscomb in 1946, when Lipscomb became a senior
college, to complete his work. From Lipscomb he went to Scarritt
College for a M. A. degree in Religious Education. He spent one
year at Vanderbilt and then went to Boston University for a Ph.D.
in Religious Education which
he received in 1956. He is head
of the Religious Education De-
partment at David Lipscomb
College. In addition to this
work he preaches for the Hard-
ing Place church in Nashville
and is editor-in-chief of a new
series of closely graded church
school materials now being pre-
pared by the Gospel Advocate
Company.

Introduction
An age-long controversy
in religious circles has been
about the proper relation
between faith and reason.
For many an understand-
ing of nature, authority,

(115)







































‘I'ne Christian today faces a complicated world; this is
a mild understatement. The perplexities come from many
sides. Dr. Barey remarked, “. . . at the termination of
history’s most vigorous era of research in anthropology,
sociology, and psychology, we are confronted with the par-
adox of modern man who remains an enigma to himself.”
In the 1956 Bampton Lectures, Dr. Mascall said, “There
is, in fact, no simple Conflict with Error and no simple
Triumph of Truth.” A contemporary educator stated:
“Present-day man needs a knowledge of chemistry, physics,
geology, geography, meteorology, astronomy, biology, bot-
any, zoology, human biology, psychology, sociology, eco-
nomics, political science, and ethical science.” So Dr. Stan-
den declares that today’s human is stuffed with “electrons,
protons, neutrons, neutrinos, genes, chromosones, glands,
hormones, potassium chloride, high octane gasoline, ultra-
sonic vibrations, and the theory of relativity.”

Our topic becomes an imperative for the Christian faith
to make the necessary impact upon contemporary civiliza-
tion. There is no reason to despair at the magnitude of
our task. There are parallel problems in every field. Dr.
Philip Frank, eminent philosopher-scientist, writes, . . . the
chief thing university educators should give to students is
interest in the poss™ ‘lity of coordinating stubborn facts
by means of abstract principles.”

Unfortunately such studies as this are thought to be dull,
monotonous, or rather ‘“bookish.” A thrilling and reward-
ing experience awaits the one who uses his mind in the
earnest study of the reality of the Christian faith.

The specific purpose of this lecture will be to present
what the technical writer would term “the calculus of sim-
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tions of atoms; that no fire, no heroism, no intensity of
thought and feeling, can preserve an individual life beyond
the grave; that all tk~ labours of the ages, all the devotion,
all the inspiration, a=.. the noonday brightness of human
genius, are destined to extinction in the vast death of the
solar system, and the debris of a universe in ruins — all
these things, if not quite beyond dispute, are yet so nearly
certain, that no philosophy which rejects them can hope
to stand. Only within the scaffolding of these truths, only
on the firm foundation of unyielding despair, can the souls
habitation henceforth be safely built . . .2

On one hand man is presented with a hopeless view of his
existence. For according to men like Marx, Russell, and
Nietzsche nothing but cosmic death awaits. Historians like
Spengler and Toynbee offer little hope with their predic-
tions of the inevitable fall of civilizations.

What has motivated these conclusions? The basic factor
launching pessimism is that the universe is void of inter-
ested supernatural influence.

In contrast is the Christian view that the universe is the
product of the Personal Supernatural Being who created
man in His image, that man was given a moral freedom
which he misused, that the Supernatural Being has inter-
vened in history and that He works in history to redeem
man.

It is a philosophical axiom ‘“‘that no false premise can be
consistently elaborated.” So we want to see if the Chris-
tian view of history can be consistently applied to other
areas of human thought.
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Religion
That man is inherently religious is an axiom with a his-
torical perspective. Man’s religion may range from intense
humanism to a grotesque pantheon of gods, but the religious
element is there.

A religion without supernatural concepts is nothing more
than a code which will becom »bsolete for the lack of ap-
peal to authority. A supernatural religion with the ideology
of a plurality of gods bears the marks of human imagina-
tion and invention.

The Christian supernatural concept of One God is com-
patible with the empirical idea of universe, that is, of one
system.

Again emphasizing that the preceding is not intended as
a proof but rather to show the reasonableness of choice that
the Christian view affords, we propose that Christian su-
pernaturalism is reasonable in that it supplies:

Purpose to history, definition to politics, authority to
ethics, direction to science and reality to religion.

The Reasonableness of Christian Supernaturalism and a
Philosophy of Science

For our time, to the minds of the general publie, nothing
is more vital to relevancy of the Christian faith than that
of the relationship of Christian supernaturalism and physi-
cal science.

Dr. Carl F. H. Henry summarizes the Christian approach
to the problems of Christianity and science. He postulates:

1. The problems pertaining to science cannot be ignored.
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“In modern science, supposedly very hard boiled, no the-
ory checks with all the facts. We accept some general prin-
ciples which seem to be plausible and try to derive the facts
as well as possible. It sounds very nice to say that we re-
ject a theory upon one disagreement with the facts, but not
one will do this before a new theory is found.”s

Problems arising from biological and geological views are
numerous. The basic faith of the writer of articles of this
nature must be taken into consideration. In many in-
stances the observable facts are interpreted according to
the writer’s preconceived views — whether towards atheism
or theism. Ridderbos’ words are challenging, “Some very
complex problems are also thrown up by historical anthro-
pology.”® He urges that believers devote more careful
study to this field.

Without minimizing the problems, the reasonableness of
Christian supernaturalism finds two important allies:

1. The address of Dr. John Baillie on August 12, 1951,
to the British Association for the Advancement of Science.
(published in a book titled Natural Science and the
Spiritual Life). The thesis of the well documented
speech is that the Christian world view opened the doors
to the experimental or scientific method. He contends
that neither paganism nor atheism could have devel-
oped the concept of the orderly universe and the corres-
ponding devotion and purpose of the experimental method.

2. The technical age demands four cardinal attitudes:

a. Recognition of the limitation of human knowledge. A
deep sense of humility.
b. That man must transcend the experience of the mo-
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ment to recognize his indebtedness to the future. A deep
sense of permanence.

¢. Recognition of the whole man, that is, of the existence
of the heart or emotions as well as the head or intellect.

d. Honesty of examination of cherished traditions and
Zeneralizations.

It can be readily seen that humility, permanence, whole-
ress, and honest examination are integrals of the Christian
faith.

Rather than regarding science as an enemy to superna-
turalism, the Christian should regard it as an avenue in
which God’s works are revealed. In the John Calvin Mec-
Nair lectures of 1954, C. A. Coulson states, “Where men
waver about the value of reason, the growth of science is an
insistent reminder of its worth, recalling us to worship
the Lord our God with all our mind: when we are tempted
to retreat from the world into a subjective shell, it comes
to remind us of that relatedness to the actual real world most
clearly shown in the incarnation of God in Christ; when
we lean to a superior personal conceit and forget that all
men are one family, it comes to us with its belief in univer-
salism, which is derived from and is still expressed most
fundamentally in the Christian ideal of the brotherhood of
man; when we are timid and afraid in face of overweening
authority, then its rugged individualism, wherein the lead-
ing of one’s own thought and the dictates of one’s own
conscience and judgment are felt to be more important than
those of organized authority, is a reminder of the worth of
every separate soul; when we hesitate before the magni-
tude of evil and the oppressive weight of the things that
need to be done, its belief in progress or meliorism, which
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illy differentiated into phyla, classes,

Cambrian period, several more com-
plicated torms ot tite appeared in succession, but each new
type appeared suddenly, with no transitional forms between
it and previous forms of life. Also, the early forms of life
continue without change into the present time. This means
that, although we do have ancient fossils, there is no evi-
dence for evolution. The new forms did not come from
older forms but appeared suddenly, as if newly created.
The origin of life and all life before the time of the fossils
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according to science, there have been all kinds of animals,
and man arrived only during the Pleistocene epoch or the
last million years. This is the longest that anyone says he
has been on earth — so, all say that he is recent.

Now we come to the Pleistocene epoch, the last million
years, or one-five thousandth of earth time. Some say man
has been here about all of the million years, while some
evolutionists would have him here only 450,000 years, or
even as little as 150,000 to 200,000.

Comparatively, there are some conservative people who
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We have the modern animals, but the “wood” of the tree
is only imaginary wood. Simpson even acknowledges the
facts of the sudden appearance of life:

All these phyla are seen to be of great antiquity. Most of
them begin in the Cambrian although, as has already been
emphasized, the Combrian was a very long period so that
first appearances of Cambrian phyla are really scattered
over some millions of years and not as simultaneous as so
generalized a diagram makes them appear. There is little
locical order in time of appearance. The Arthropoda appear
in the record as early as do undoubted Protozoa, although by

general consensus the Protozoa are the most primitive phylum
and the Arthropoda the most “advanced . . .”17

This admission of sudden appearances of the basie phyla
is definitely fatal to evolutionary theory, when you realize
its significance. (We note Simpson’s claim that all phyle
appeared at the same time, yet he admits that mammals
and man appeared later, so thus he presumes that they are
merely descended from and are of the same type as earlier
phyla.) He also makes acknowledgements concerning the
lack of transitional fossils:

The actual data, then, normally consists of relatively small
samples of the lineage, scattered more or less at random in
space and time. The process of interpretation consists of con-
necting these samples in a way necessarily more or less sub-
jective, and students may use the same data to “prove” dia-
metrically opposed theories . ... Transitional types are not
invariably lacking the record. A multitude of them are
known between species, many between genera, a few between
classes, but none it is true, between phyla.18

So here exists a clear cut admission on the part of a
scholary evolutionist that there are no transitional fossils
or “missing links” between the phyla or larger groupings
of animals. A horizontal radiation, by which we mean
“changes” within smaller groups, is accepted as true by
conservative people. For example, we mean that all human
beings — pygmies, giants, black or white, have come from
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to its core or even that it ever will be. The ultimate mystery
is beyond the reach of scientific investigation, and probably
of the human mind. There is neither need nor excuse for
postulation of nonmaterial intervention in the origin of life,
the rise of man, or any other part of the long history of the
material cosmos. Yet the origin of that cosmos and the casual
principles of its history remain unexplained and inaccessible to
science. Here is hidden the First Cause sought by theology
and philosophy. The First Cause is not known and I suspect
that it never will be known to living man. We may, if we are
so inclined, worship it in our own ways, but we certainly do
not comprehend it.22

Jo we not now see that evolution is only a faith?

Radioactivity and Dating

Ne are aware that the dating of the earth itself is now
gely done through methods which employ radioactivity,
1 also that geological dating uses these methods as a
ans of confirmation. In general, these methods are ac-
ited as valid by conservatives, although it is recognized
.t there are wide chances of error. One thing certain,
wever, is that radioactivity methods do establish the fact
a beginning for the universe and it definitely expects an
1 of the world. We mean by this that the radioactivity
1arge” which certain elements had to have to begin, and
it they have been giving off by emanation, would all by
v have been totally disseminated, had the world been
‘e forever! Nature recognizes disintegration or decay,
: nowhere in nature do we find cases of integration. This
0 say, we never find lead turning into uranium. There
no known method for the recovery of energy that has
:n dissipated by radioactiv. 2manation, so there must
ve been a beginning! In the face of this, we believe that
s certainly more logical to believe in the God of creation
in in mere chance, and in a beginning for the universe
in in one that has always been. Such is not logical!
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similarity, the more close the relation; but this is basically
without meaning since there are animals that are quite sim-
ilar in some aspects but are quite dissimilar in others; for
instance, the bat, man, and the whale are all mammals.

Embryology

The area of embryology is important because since Haeck-
els’ time many evolutionists have argued that “ontogeny
recapitulates phylogeny.” By this it is nteant that the
human embryo after conception, goes through all of the va-
rious main stages of development through which its an-
cestors passed in their racial history; that from the orig-
inal double-cell the embryo goes into a fish, thence into a
reptile, thence into a mammal, thence into an ape, and fi-
nally ends in man. In other words, in nine months’ time
the embryo presents a “moving picture” or a recapitulation
of 500 million years of life. It is admitted by them, of
course, that the adult stages of the various animals are not
found in the human embryo. Indeed, what is actually
claimed is that there is a “fish-like” stage, with gill arches
and gill clefts; a “tail” stage; and a “hair” stage. These
specific so-called “evidences” from embryology are easily
explainable in the light of the doctrine of ereation, but if
evolution were true, why should every new human need to
go through this whole half-billion year process in his em-
bryonic development? It does not make sense, because it
would indicate that evolution had not yet really been ac-
complished.

Vestigial Organs

“Proof” from the existence of “Vestigial Organs,” means
that man now has organs in his body that he does not really
need and that he has outgrown the use of. These include
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tional concepts. It would astound the average person to
realize how much of our behavior is governed by the cul-
ture in which we live. Most of the average concepts of
what is right and wrong or what is proper and improper
are the result of cultural mores rather than any objective,
authoritative basis of determination. Our views of what
is moral or immoral are often dictated by culture rather
than more realistic and authoritative standards. In fact,
many Anthropologists view right and wrong as only discov-
erable in terms of what is the developed, acceptable stan-
dard that exists external to and not affected by culture.

No serious Bible student can view the standards of right
and wrong as resting upon such insecure and shifting con-
cepts as these. If we are to relate the study of the nature of
man to his behavior with regard to right and wrong, we
must reach beyond the Anthropologist for the answer.

The student of Psychology has a much more valid foun-
dation for answering the question, “What is the nature of
man?’ Psychology is the study of human behavior and
the causes and mechanisms of that behavior. A brief study
of the history of this science will, I think, convince us, how-
ever, that we must go yet further back if we are to discover
the really important aspects of man’s nature.

Early in the science of Psychology, the so-called structur-
alists viewed man as a result, as far as his behavior was
concerned, of many complex experiences and mental ele-
ments. They attempted to explain human behavior in terms
of the combination of many elements, much as the chemist
describes chemical compounds in terms of the elements in-
volved.

Then came the psychoanalyst, who placed emphasis upon
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Alexander Ross Wallace has said,

No stretch of human imagination would have pictured the
actual circumstances of our Lord’s birth and upbringing or the
recruitment of his disciples from the humble fisher folk on
the shores of Lake Gennessaret. It is only when we accept
for the time being the hypothesis that this was God incarnate
that the sublimity and the transcendent love and humility of
all this really comes home to us and we repeat again the
‘credo quia impossible.” This must have been God for it is
beyond human conception. And as we read on through the
Story of the Gospels, again and again the conviction comes
to us that our hypothesis is just right. It fits. These words
we hear are the words of ultimate authority; they are the
divine wisdom of God. Indeed the claims that Christ makes
are so unique and stupendous that we are very soon faced
with the alternative choice of acknowledging Him as Divine or
else stigmatizing Him as a lunatic or an imposter. But
neither His life nor His character nor His words nor His in-
fluence on History support for one instant the latter alterna-
tive, and it will not be long before, even in the study, hpyo-
thesis changes to conviction; still more so when we fall as
we naturally do, upon our knees; and throughout our prayers
in life that conviction grows, until the very argument becomes
superfluous ’rritating almost in its vacuity.11

How Does Jesus Verify Himself to Us?

Do you have a mind like mine? One that finds it diffi-
cult to follow the meanderings of the seekers of a so-called
“historical Jesus”? Do you grow sick of words and long
for “the touch of a hand”? Do you feel like Walt Whitman
when he wrote:

When I heard the learn’d astronomer;

When the proof, the figures, were arranged in columns be-
fore me;

When I was shown the charts and diagrams, to add, to divide,
and measure them;

When 1 sitting heard the astronomer where he lectured with
much applause in the lecture room,

How soon, unaccountable, I became tired and sick;

Till, rising and gliding out, I wandered off by myself,

In the mystical moist night air, and from time to time

Look’d up in perfect silence at the stars?
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to the Seventh Day Adventist Hospital where they had the
advantage of a bacteria-killing medication and the subse-
quent care of well trained doctors and nurses.

Extreme good will was established in one community
by earrying on my back a young man, sick with tuberculosis,
down a mountainside for theatment. American Christians
stationed with the Armyv in Korea and Korean Christians
provided medical treatment for the cure of this young man.
He is now in training to be a preacher and hopes to serve
in China someday. The story of carrying the young man
on my back down the mountain reached Pusan three hun-
dred miles away within a few days, and letters of appre-
citation for this service were received from many Korean
Christians.

Mustard Seed Growth

In early 1955 the missionaries began Bible study and
worship in their homes on Sunday evenings as well as
Wednesday evenings. American soldiers were invited to
meet with Korean young men and women. Interest grew
until our homes could not contain the number who wished
to study. Korean young men and women have had about
seven years of study in English by the time they finish high
school. With a little practice they are soon able to carry
on a conversation in English in an understandable manner.

The A. R. Holtons came in 1957, and these cottage meet-
ings were moved to a small shack in our yard constructed
of Army scrap lumber. Here three and four Bible classes
were taught daily. During this intensive program of Bible
study, 175 college and high school students were baptized.
A larger building was constructed and the church grew
day by day.
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defeated, frustrated mother whose husband would not
:cept her daughter by another man. Her spirit was so
impletely broken that she had lost all interest in life and
iought that her home life was a hopeless situation. How-
rer, this woman is now a successful church worker, and
ar PTA group has selected her two years straight to rep-
isent them at the State Conventinn.

One man from this community, without the advantage
* a high school education, has become one of the most out-
anding gospel preachers of our time. He has success-
1lly restored to fellowship of the church seventy-three
aople and baptized seventy-two during the past two years.

There was another man from the community who had
2en a drug addict and gambler for twenty years. . After
quick courtship, he married a Christian girl, who was
ot aware of these things. He, too, became a Christian but
yund it difficult to adjust to people, considering them too
iendly and meddling in his business when they appeared
iterested in his welfare. We explained to him the brother-
ood and fellowship of Christianity and took him with us
) visit some of the members of the church who were dying
f incurable diseases. He learned the importance of Chris-
an fellowship and stewardship and came to appreciate the
ctivities of the church. He found freedom from drug ad-
iction and other vices when he learned to pattern his life
1 accordance with the Christian religion and to use his
me and talents for God in true and full Christian service.
fe had in his past life a record of eighty-eight arrests,
'hich were only a part of the times he had been confined
> jail. He had never owned property, but since being
onverted to Christ he has bought a home and large tract
f land and is well on the way toward paying for them.
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By complete surrender, he has through Christ been able to
accomplish much. Henceforth, he has put off the old man
of sin and has clothed himself in new garments. When,
after their marriage, his wife learned of his sinful ways and
his sinful life, she was indeed grieved. Being unable to
bear this load of bitter disappointment, her health slowly
began to fail her, but when her husband turned from his
evil ways, in obedience to the gospel, and walked as one
should walk in the light, she regained her health for she
had regained her happiness. The company with whom
he is employed has highly honored him for his loyalty and
seven years of fine work., They are the parents of six fine
children and are now on their way to a happier and more
satisfying life.

The five ladies, Bible classes joined together one day each
week to sew for needy children in orphanages and for the
sick in hospitals. Bible classrooms were painted and dec-
orated and “every good work” was done by these fine
Christian women. Life became full and complete for many
where frustration and disappointments had hampered their
lives for so long.

We cannot comprehend the great good this community
work has done and will continue to do until the end of time.
But what was done in this community needs to be done
and can be done in every community around every congre-
gation of the Lord’s church in the world.

The children also must be guided into useful ways of
serving the Lord. One illustration will suffice. An in-
telligent boy, fourteen years of age, refused to attend Va-
cation Bible School. He wanted to be a doctor but could
not relate Christianity to his ambition. The eclass went
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which education may exercise strong influences. We shall
mention them.

First. To build character, the institution should main-
tain a high level of expectancy. Students should reach,
not beyond their reach, but they should reach. They should
become involved in their learning rather than perform as
automations to give back information. After the habit of
critical thought is developed, students should long for bet-
ter ordered ideas. The sense of expectancy should involve
not only the material taught; it must involve a high level
of life in the dormitory, the campus, and in the life of the
school.

Second. To build character, the institution must give
special consideration to the selection of those who do the
teaching. The reason institutions should look closely at
their teachers is that the investigations showed that is ex-
actly what the students do. This is true with respect to
the expectancy level. “In both their formal and informal
contact with the students, faculty members reflect the
implicit expectations.” When students were questioned
about the factors which had most affected their attitudes,
either good or bad, in most instances the students men-
tioned a teacher. Teachers with convictions, even though
the students disagreed with them, made the best impres-
sions. Teachers, moreover, are the catalysts who spark
students to explore on their own. Teachers are often the
only ones who maintain and keep up the hopes of those
who seldom earn the prizes and awards.

Third. To build character, there must be a bridge be-
tween an effective curriculum and character development.
The report admits that this gap is not bridged. It includes
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eed for all of them. Abilene Christian College is one of the
Ider Christian institutions, and it is natural that it should
e called upon to staff these newer colleges. Ex-students
f ACC are now serving either as president or as dean in
hirteen of these institutions. These new colleges in turn
7ill raise up new generations and plant the seeds of Chris-
ianity for generations yet unborn. This, ladies and gen-
lemen, is the fruit of Christian education.

We are living through a period when men are beginning
> lose their faith in the idea of an unguided mechanistic
rorld. Thinking people are becoming alarmed at the fruits
f educational theories and philosophies which keep men
eaching for the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and
vil, trying to live without God — trying to be God. Dr.
[. A. Murray, in his Explorations in Personality once de-
ined a human being as ‘““‘a motile, discriminating, valuating,
ssimilating, adapting, integrating, differentiating and re-
roducing temporal unity with a changing environmental
watrix.” There was a time when that despiritualized de-
cription of a man was acceptable. But an educational sys-
:m which produces so bleak a product recently prompted
)r. J. D. McCaulay of Pennsylvania State University to
rrite that, “Man cannot live by education alone . . . An
ducated eriminal is still a eriminal.”

Benjamin Franklin once wrote to Joseph Priestley that
e regretted that he was born so soon because of the rapid
rogress of science. And then he added: “Oh that moral
cience were in as fair a way of improvement.” With all
f our educational institutions, moral science has not im-
roved since the days of Franklin. Perhaps it has degen-
rated. Wars have increased in number, intensity, and
orror. The per capita war dead has gteadily risen and


































relation to that wisdom. Unless this is done, a terrible
toll must be paid in members lost to the church simply
through their inability to resist sophistication.

It will not be enough for us to warn them against being
beguiled by philosophy and vain speculations. We will
have to be able to assist them in discovering where Christ
negates as well as fulfills the wisdom of the East (as we
must also do here in the West with our own wisdom). Al-
ready, of course, a number of believers in the Far East are
hard at work at this task for themselves. But much work
needs yet to be done. And I am sure that it will be done.

Special classes for the training of preachers, teachers,
and other church workers are being conducted by brethren
in Singapore, the Phillippines, Hong Kong, Formosa, Ok-
inawa, Korea, and Japan — and possibly also in Thailand.
The men attending these classes are receiving instruction
not only in all the books of the Bible but also church his-
tory, with special emphasis upon the history and signifi-
cance of the Restoration Movement. Also long discussions
are held in regard to all the problems which come up in
the churches, as well as difficulties encountered in the
work of evangelizing. In addition to these special classes
being taught here and there throughout the Far East,
we have one junior college and two high schools engaged in
giving a Christian education to a total of over eight hundred
students. In connection with the college, a special Biblical
Studies Institute has recently been set up to encourage
further study of the Bible and related subjects. In the
Philippines the brethren have at least one arrangement
similar to our Bible chairs here in the States. Needless to
say, a steady stream of qualified teachers to man these
various schools and special classes continues to be one of
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All of this calls for a greatly expanded vision of the op-
portunities now before us, of actually going to work, and of
the resources which are so readily available if we will but
allow God to open our eyes. Those resources may all be
summed up in one word: the GOSPEL. Allow me, in con-
clusion, to recall to our minds and hearts just what the
gospel is all about. It is the good news concerning all that
God has done and is doing for a lost world through Christ.
It is the exquisitely joyful news that we who are lost in the
darkness of despair can now find God, because He has
found us in Christ. It is the announcement of release to
captives, and of free forgiveness to those who are burdened
with the guilt of their own sins. It is the medium through
which “the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Christ” is made available. And it is the basis
upon which men dare to take up their own cross and follow
Christ without drawing back from the terrible sufferings
which such a course entails, for in the gospel they are won-
derfully caught by a love that will not let them go, though
all hell rise up to snatch them.

Apart from God, each of us is somewhat caught within
the prison of his own little self without ability to love God
or neighbor or self. Only Jesus Christ crucified, resur-
rected, and ascended is able to overcome the resistance we
put up against abandoning our withdrawal from life. He
alone can penetrate the thick walls of our defenses and put
us back into right relation to God, to self, and to neighbor.
And not even He can do this without suffering to Himself
and to us. But when He opens our eyes to the life He is
able to give us, we find ourselves becoming willing to
endure however much suffering may be necessary in order
to come through to the complete realization of such a life.
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Is the.e a reason why God could not call a stop to all
our lukewarmness and hold us accountable today or tomor-
row for what we are doing and not doing? How much
time is God going to give us to become sincere about con-
verting lost souls before he turns communism and catholi-
cism loose to enslave His children, as a plague upon us,
because we have failed to testify to the whole world con-
cerning Him and His saving grace? Will God have to let
a persecution come upon us, as He did the church in Jeru-
salem, before we decide it is time to get industrious and
preach the gospel to everv person?

God chastises those He 1oves. He has always chastised
His children when they failed to bear witness of Him.
What is to hold back a repetition of the process?

For ten years some have been saying ‘“the church is
waking up.” When we squint at the clock in the morning
and see we will likely be late to work, we do not lie there
and take another hour to wake up, but we wake ourselves
up on the way to work. The church is waking up, but she
is still in bed. She needs to, she must, jump up and wake
herself up on the way to work.

The point is not to talk about how much more we are
doing than we were ten years ago, but to ask ourselves how
much more we could and should be doing than we are. We
are doing much more than we were ten years ago, but we
have not begun to reach our potential. We have the poten-
tial to preach the gospel in every land in our lifetime. In
fact, we could have workers in every land where they are
allowed in five years, if we would only realize the urgency
©of preaching to lost souls.

If preachers and preachers’ wives could realize this ur-
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Regular public services, first in the form of a Bible ¢
were started in Zurich on January 15, 1956. Attend
varied from two to ten persons. Until March of 1957,
is, during a period of over a year, no one responded ¢
gospel invitation. Then, finally, a lady, Frau Olga Kn
was baptized, although she had to suffer much trial
opposition from her husband. She has been faithful
since and attends every church service possible. In
three years from 1957 through 1959 a total of thirt
persons were baptized in Zurich. Nineteen have rems
faithful, and seventeen are lost. Some never did attend
vices after their baptism, or they turned back into
world by becoming indifferent and unfaithful, and
others we had to withdraw fellowship on account of !
destructive and sinful influences.

Although these statistics may be rather shocking, 1
nevertheless, help to give a fair picture of our work.
church has met in three different halls, all in diffe
parts of town. Our present hall, with a seating cap:
of fifty, is very well suited for our purposes. It con
of an office room which we use for an auditorium a
hasement which we fixed up for a classroom. Unfortu:
lv, our renting contract expires next year, and we will
to move again to some yet unknown location. It is
hope and prayer that within the next few years we
be able to buy a suitable house that could easily be
verted to accommodate an auditorium, classrooms,
tistry, and office.

We believe that a permanent meeting place in the city
of Zurich, with its 500,000 inhabitants, is very much
needed in order to firmly establish the work. Not only
would it add to the stability of the work, but also it would
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cities in Switzerland, the work was begun in 1958 by Kurt
Blum, my twin brother, and Jerry Earnhart, formerly of
McAlester, Oklahoma. Although the church there is only
a little more than two years old, it compares very favorably
with the group in Zurich. At present the number of faithful
Christians is twelve. Their hall, which they have occupied
for the past year, is in a good downtown locati~ 1Its only
disadvantage is that it does not provide any ..her space
besides the auditorium. From the very beginning, the
church in Bern has been exposed to much criticism and op-
position by the religious leaders of the town. For some
time even the newspapers refused to print their advertise-
ments, although they had no scruples about givng space to
" other groups, including the Mormons, the Christian Sci-
entists, and the Pentecostal assemblies.

While our efforts have been concentrated on the two
cities, Zurich and Bern, we are now making plans to estab-
lish congregations in other places. Switzerland may seem
very small and insignificant on a map, but when one travels
through the land he cannot help but be impressed with the
numbers of cities and towns in which thousands of people
live and die without the gospel of Christ.

The Clyde Antwines, from Fort Worth, who have recently
arrived in Switzerland, will move to Basel by next spring
and begin an evangelistic program there with the help of
a young Swiss man who is employed there. Since it is only
50 miles away from Zurich, we plan to support this new
mission point as much as will be necessary.

Another field to which we have lifted up our eyes for a
long time is Lucerne. The Lord willing, my wife and I
shall move there by next fall, while the McKinneys will stay
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Zurich where they have residence and work permits. Be-
es carrying on the work in Zurich, Brother McKinney
1 continue a rather heavy meeting schedule among the
rman-speaking churches. We would like to spread our
‘ces even more, but this is not possible unless some other
rkers join us.

We are making a special appeal in behalf of two great
ies where no efforts have been made yet to restore the
arch. In the West there is Geneva, well known for its
tory, its culture, and as the site of many international
iferences. Someone needs to go there, and we believe
cerely that Geneva offers opportunities like none other
ce in the country. Then in the East lies St. Gall, world-
nous for its embroidery products and beautifully situa-
| between green hills. If two or three men with whole-
ne versonalities, a strong faith, and minds to work could
fo 1to go to one of these places, we would be glad to
p them in making the necessary preparations.

[ nust be said, however, that not everyone is qualified
be a missionary. It takes a lot of extra qualities in order
work successfully among a people of another nationality,
iguage, and way of life. While a good knowledge of the
sle and some experience in public speaking are indispen-
le, he must also be emotionally strong and be able to bear
ot of frustrations, disappointments, and discouragements
thout letting them get the best of him.

Also it must be said, in all fairness to those planning to
ne and to those Christians supporting them, that prog-
8 in any of these Swiss cities will likely be slow and
rd. The Swiss are a rather self-righteous, contented,
d independent people. They are very proud of their
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tions of Canada, New Zealand, and Australia. In a more
real sensc than is true of other parts of the continent, this
is Black Africa. Probably no more than 15,000 Europeans
live here. The other people are Negroes. In the days of
slavery, Africans were plucked out of the forests of Nigeria,
beaten and caged as if they were animals, and shipped
across the seas to the West Indies and the United States.
According to John Gunther, one out of every ten living
Americans has had an ancestor from Nigeria or nearby.

Nigeria is known to African legend as the “White Man’s
Grave,” because so many died here of yellow fever and
malaria before the days of modern medicine. There was a
time when European travelers sang this chilling refrain
about the area:

“Beware and take heed
Of the Bight of Benin;
Where few come out,
Though many go in.”

Thank God this is no longer true. Due to modern
medicines, white men can go to Nigeria for extended periods
and serve effectively while enjoying good health and good
living conditions.

Nigeria has come far gince it was part of the slave coast.
It has made such marked political progress that it is on
the brink of self-government. The British foreign office
has set October 1, 1960, as the date when Nigeria will re-
ceive her independence and become an autonomous nation
within the British Commonwealth. Although most of its
people are poverty-striken, its national income has sextupled
since 1939. Although most Nigerians are unable to read
or write, a university was established in Ibadan in 1948,
and plans are underway for the beginning of a new univers-
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teach in the training school The willingness of Nigerian
Christians to study with us for extended periods presents
a unique opportunity for training dedicated gospel preach-
ers who can lead people of their own tongues to Christ
and lead their own brethren into greater understanding
and service.

Opportunities for Developing Independent Churches

It isn’t our purpose in Nigeria to develop “missions”
dependent forever on American preachers, support, and
leadership; but, rather, we want to develop independent
churches capable of self-government, self-support, self-
perpetuation, and self-discipline. To this end, we encourage
our Nigerian brethren to build their own buildings and to
buy their own supplies. We encourage them to settle their
own problems and to develop men within each church
qualified for the oversight. We encourage them to support
their own preachers and to send such evangelists out to
establish other churches.

It is inspirational to witness the development of inde-
pendent churches of the Lord in Nigeria. Three hundred
congregations have built their own buildings. Elders
have been appointed in some of the churches, and there have
been instances already of public withdrawal of fellowship
from the disorderly. Problems are being solved, teaching
programs are being developed, and evangelistic efforts
are being made by Nigerian churches. Nigerian churches
select their own preachers. Some of them supply all of
the preacher’s salary, and most of them provide a sub-
stantial part of it.

Among the Nigerian brethren there is a growing desire
to stand upon their own feet, under the Lord, and by His
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the work in these schools is supplied by the Board, who
solicit money from individuals in America. Brother
Featherstone is a faithful preacher who preaches many
sermons each week and also teaches in the Bible training
school at Ukpom. In his preaching and teaching in the
Ukpom school, Brother Featherstone is supported by the
Mayfield church, Mayfield, Kentucky. The 2500 students
are taught Bible by fourteen Nigerian Bible teachers who
have studied with the American brethren at Ukpom. There
is no way to estimate the good that can be accomplished
as we take advantage of these opportunities.

Benevolent Opportunities

We go to Nigeria to save souls. But those souls live in
bodies; and we read in Galatians 6:10, “So then as we have
opportunity, let us work that which is good toward all men,
and especially toward them that are of the household of the
faith.” Most Nigerians are poor, and they have little
medical care. Often someone comes to us saying, “My
brother has fallen from a palm tree. He is dying. Please
help us.” Or another says, “My wife is trying to deliver
Ler bady, but there is trouble. Please take us to the hos-
pital.” They come with wounds, dysentery, rabies, malaria,
strangulated hernia, infections caused by pagan witch-
doctors, and many other ailments. What shall we do?
Shall we turn our backs upon such unfortunate ones?
Shall we tell them that we came to preach, not to doctor?
No, by God’s grace, we will do all we can to help them —
sometimes treating them at our door, sometimes using our
automobiles as ambulances to make emergency runs to
the hospital.

In this way, we are able to alleviate human suffering
and to prolong human ife. We give many an opportunity
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tunities for the spread of the gospel in Nigeria are God-
given. Paul urged the Colossians to pray that God would
“open unto us a door for the word, to speak the mystery
of Christ” (Colossians 4: 8). Although God used human
instrumentality, it was not by human ingenuity or human
wisdom that the door was opened into Nigeria. God opened
that door. In the words of Howard Horton, “God’s power
to raise up the right person for his work at the opportune
time is beyond human comprehension. Amazing combina-
tion of apparently unrelated events form patterns 1at
human wisdom could never imagine.”

“One such drama of divine providence began to unfold
in 1944 when a native policeman in Nigeria, West Africa,
became concerned about the Bible and his soul. Writing a
pen pal in Germany, he inquired of a Bible correspondence
course by which he could learn more about Christ. Not
long before his letter reached her, the woman chanced to
hear Reuel Lemmons broadcast from South Africa. Ordin-
arily the program was not heard in Germany, but by some
freak atmospheric condition the broadcast with its offer
of a free correspondence course reached the woman. She
took the address, and when the Nigerian letter arrived
she immediately sent it to the inquiring policeman. He
had no radio to receive the broadcast, but it flew over his
head to a receiver in Germany and then returned to him
by mail. Accident? NO! Providence.”

God moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform;

He plants his footsteps in the sea,
And rides upon the storm.

Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan His works in vain;
God is His own interpreter,
And He will make it plain.
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our planet. Preaching and teaching God’s word is the most
important task of the church. The results of a church’s
teaching can be multiplied if it is done to men who, in turn,
will go out and teach others.

Paul instructs Timothy: “And what you have heard from
me before many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will
be able to teach others also” (II Timothy 2:2, RSV).

All this is especially true in mission work in a foreign
country. The missic :ry is a foreigner. He remains one
even though he becomes a citizen of the country in which
he works, which very seldom is the case (no such case is
known to me of our brethren). He would still be con-
sidered a stranger even if he spoke the language fluently
and without mistakes and accent.

This means that the missionary is definitely limited in
his work. This is by no means a reflection on the impor-
tance of the work done by missionaries. On the contrary,
churches should go ahead and send even more men than
they have sent in the past. But we will agree that the native
preacher, provided he is as sound in the faith and as well
trained as his American counterpart, will be able to do
an even better job among his own people.

It is, therefore, very necessary and important for the
growth of the Lord’s work in any country that it become
indigenous; this means that the churches of this land be-
come self-supporting and — even more important for this
consideration — self-governing and self-propagating.

This was soon learned by American business enterprises,
as well as denomina ms, when they started out to establish
a branch in a foreign country. Whether it is Sears in
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Mexico, IBM in Germany, or the Lutheran Church in
India, as soon as possible they try to develop native leader-
ship. We can well learn from the experiences of others and
thus avoid a great loss of valuable time, money and even
lives.

Most workers see the necessity and importance of native
preachers, but there has not always been a plan and a
systematic method of training and developing them. It
cannot be left to mere accident whether or not native
preachers will be found and used. Native evangelists do
not just happen, but it takes a systematic method and
organized planning to find and train them. Sometimes
brethren do not have a training program of their own but
use former denominational preachers who have been con-
verted and who, of course, have received their education
somewhere else. Now there are doubtless a number of
evangelists who have done an outstanding work and are
still doing so. But there are also a number of cases known
where these men turned out to be frauds or started to
teach doctrines or use methods which cannot be approved
from a scriptural standpoint. We should, by all means,
try to reach and convert sectarian ministers, as possible.
We should also continue those as gospel preachers who
have proved themselves, but to rely on them for our
native ministry is not sufficient.

Another conception is the training of young men by a
Paul-Timothy relationship. Here the young man who is
both willing and able to become a preacher spends a
number of years with an experienced evangelist, studies
with him, and tries to learn with his assistance as much
as possible, until he finally starts out to do his own work.
This system has produced some fine preachers, but it
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S many weak points. Seldom does a preacher have the
ne to study five days a week with a young man. Most
eachers are too heavily loaded already. This is es-
ccially true for the mission field, where the preacher, in
l[dition to his own work, in many cases must do the work
elders, deacons, janitor, nurse, secretary, etc.

Few preachers, too, have as good a knowledge of alil
ings as they need to teach effectively. One may be
»od in Greek, but lacking in church history. Another
ay be a very good speaker, but has a limited knowledge
" something else. So the results are not adequate, and we
ust look for a better way to accomplish our goal.

To many brethren a better way seems to be the sending
" talented natives to a Christian college in America. From
yuntries all over the world young men and women have
»me to the States in order to receive a sound education ahd
sturn to their homelands as able instruments of the Lord.

Here the disadvantages mentioned above are not present.
here are qualified teachers available, and the wholesome
nvironment on the campus will make lasting impressions
n the heart and mind of the young foreign Christian. He
rill doubtless be well taught and receive much good with
1is method, but there are also disadvantages and dangers
rith it.

America is the land with the highest standard of living
1 the world. It is a very hospitable land, once you have
vercome the red tape barriers of the United States Im-
aigration and Naturalization Service and obtained a visa.
vmericans strongly believe that their way of doing things
5 the best in the world. The young stranger will be im-
iressed. With the encouragement of his American friends,
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concern is the training of evangelists, this

Also, this school could at any time be ex-
ege institution, if there is nced for it and
es permit it.

ces in Germany during the past ten years
a superiority of the Bible school over other

vas established in 1948 by Roy V. Palmer
inn. In 1949 they were joined by Weldon
hese brethren, together with an number of
er helped, have done a great job. More
preachers have received their training in
in any other way.

ras discontinued in 1954, and for a limited
was done to train young German gospel
; for the past three years we have had a more
al preacher-training program. As it was
ore, those young men, who were willing and
evangelists, spent three to four months each
id worked with the worker there. Then he
y another city and take up work with the
preacher there, ete. In spite of all the effort and good
will, results academically were not as good as in the school.
There was not enough coordination of what was taught
and how it was taught. As a result of this, there was
some overlapping and there were some gaps in the things
taught. Biblical languages were not taught at all, be-
cause no one was able to do so or had the time to develop
this ability.

It is, therefore, very important that this Bible school
be again established in Germany. In our great task to win
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Germany for Jesus Christ and to spread the Restoration
Plea, we need more than anything else faithful and cap-
able German men. It is, therefore, the goal of the author,
when he returns to this country early in 1962, to do what-
ever is possible. Any help will be greatly appreciated.

Even though the Bible school in Germany does not exist
anymore, it shall serve as an example of a good training
method so that brethren elsewhere can be guided by it in
their efforts.

The school offered a three-year training course, which
was entirely on a college level. The Bible was the center,
and it was taught more than any other thing, since knowl-
edge of the Bible is the most important tool for the preacher.
So, in the course of three years, every book of the Bible
was thoroughly studied.

Related to the study of the Biblical text was that of the
Biblical languages. Two years of Greek and one year of
Hebrew was a requirement to be fulfilled by the student
who wanted to obtain a degree from the school. Along
this line, courses on the principles of Hermeneutics were
taught. There was one course on the relationship of Bible
and modern science which proved to be very helpful in
highly technicalized Germany, with liberalism and modern-
ism being so strong in it.

Church History courses took an important position and
were taught all three years. This was accompanied by a
study of the historv of religions and their current teachings.
Speech had, likewise, an important part, and so did the
practical field of Bible.

The only “unrelated” subject was English. But it was
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Ferguson has written articles for Power for Today, North Atlantic
Christian, and the new scholarly journal Restoration Quarterly.

Brother Ferguson has preached for the churches in Bonita and
Star, Texas, and Roxbury and Melrose, Massachusetts. He is now
preaching for the group that meets on the Princeton University
campus. He has held meetings in several states and has spoken on
lectws aips here and abroad.

William Robinson of England in his fine little book, The
Shattered Cross, says concerning the leaders of the Restora-
tion Movement: “They believed in an instructed Church
membership, and it would have been difficult in those
days to have found any communities in which there was
such a high level of theological understanding. There were
certainly many Disciple Churches, bot™ here and in Ameri-
ca, in which at last one-third of the ..embers could read
their Greek Testament!” Robinson’s comment is certainly
appropriate, “Alas, for these decadent days!”

How many churches can you name in which one-third of
the members can read the Greek New Testament? Can
one-third of our public preachers read the Greek New
Testament? How many of our elders can do so? Alas,
indeed!

My subject is listed as “Contributions of Christian
Scholarship.” My remarks will pertain more to the ‘“need
for Christian Scholarship.” Perhaps I could say more about
the “Contribution of Christian Scholarship” if there were
more scholarship among Christians. The contributions I
will suggest are those that could be made if we had more of
the product. In order to pin down the subject to one point
of reference, I would like to focus on scholarship in Biblical
studies.
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ognized as scholars among us have been the men who have
studied what others have done and have been able to use
effectively what others have said. There has been a mini-
mum of original work with the primary materials. This
task we have left to others. In matters of controversy this
practice is not altogether bad — it is good to be able to
appeal to those outside our fellowship in order to support
our position. On the other hand, we should be in a position
to speak authoritatively ourselves. Men who have a first-
class knowledge with original sources are needed.

This subject on which I am speaking has many practical
ramifications. For instance, there is a definite relation-
ship to the missionary enterprise. I pointed out at the
Hillerest church last summer that the intellectuals are one
of the greatest unmissionized segments of the United
States population today. You may say that they will not
receive the Gospel. After all, Paul said, “Not many wise”
are called. This situation, I feel, will always be largely
true. But we have made very little effort to win our few.
We ought to have an intellectually responsible presenta-
tion for them.

Why do we lose so many of our Christian young people
on the campuses of state schools? Certainly part of the
answer lies in a failure to meet their problems in science
and philosophy. In the Boston area, one of our significant
ministries was saving those who were already Christians
who came to Harvard, Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology, and other schools. These are young people worth
saving. They represent some of the brightest young brains
in the church. We haven’t been one hundred per cent suc-
cessful. And many would have come out Christians anyway.
But they are stronger Christians because we have been
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geared too much to a level of mediocrity. I am not &
I know the answer. I raise the problem. Perhaps we n
a school or schools geared for the talented. Or, more
portant, we need a grounding in the faith in the I
churches that will permit talented young people to st
anywhere without detriment to their spiritual life.

We have often discouraged the bright young men
could have meant much to the church. I am thinking pr
arily of those in the field of religion, but the problem is
confined there. We have failed to provide an intellec
and spiritual climate of scholarship and piety. We h
sniped at, and talked about, men who have sought a hig
education. Not infrequently we have seized on their
terances and driven them to positions they had no intent
of holding. This statement is not to justify error. 1
is to plead for forbearance on the part of those who do
know whereof they speak; this is to plead for a clin
wherein a man will be appreciated for his abilities and
sacrifices made in order to acquire the knowledge that
make him a better servant in the future.

What is being done? There are more faithful young 1
in graduate schools studying religion than probably at
time in recent years. What is being done? The Rest
tion Quarterly represents a beginning at providing ti
men and others with an outle’ which can be of servic
the informed opinion of the wnole church. In all fie
however, our learned men should he encouraged to ¢
tribute to existing scholarly soci...es and journals.
have an obligation to produce. What more can be done?
Trained men need to be given the time to produce — sabba-
ticals, lower teaching loads. We need to inspire prospec-
tive college teachers. With the crisis presented by a


















Testament church. Paul and Barnabas found themselves
tied into a movement that was to last for centuries and was
to encircle the globe. From Antioch three missionary
journeys were made. The resources for carrying out this
great work were available. Brethren, there is no doubt
about it. In the providence of God the resources in men
and money and in communications and in transportation
are available to carry out the great commission in our day.

Everything we love, my brethren, is awaiting the inspira-
tion that will come when the churches of Christ undertake
this great task of evangelizing the world. Everything we
love in the way of pror—2ss for the cause of Christ is
awaiting this spirit. W_ will feed the orphans; we will
educate our children; we will take care of the poor if the
church undertakes to carry out its first great duty to
evangelize the world; and unless we undertake this first
duty we will not be able to see any of our dreams come
true.

To give encouragement to this cause is one of the great
opportunities that God gives His people. Do not stand in
the way, my brethren anywhere, when the evangelization
of the world is proposed. Open every door you can. Use
every dollar. Give it every ounce of your energy and brain
and pray for it continually.
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that they placed it with the sacred cannan (the group of
books recognized as possessing authority because of inspira-
tion).

At Qumran, a number of writings have to do with the
regulation in secular matters of the religious group itself.
We do not know to what extent that sect may have con-
sidered their secular works as canonical. Of particular
interest is the discovery of Biblical material at the Murab-
baat caves, for these Biblical texts indicate that they ac-
cepted the official canon of the Old Testament which
agrees with our Old Testament.

Literary Criticism of the Old Testament

The literary criticism of the Old Testament concerns
itself with such questions as the unity, the authorship, and
the date of Old Testament writings. The following ex-
ample illustrates how the scrolls can be used in literary
criticism: Some extreme scholars have placed the date of
composition for certain Psalms quite late. We have re-
covered Qumran connected texts which include these very
Psalms, and these texts are dated long before the extreme
scholars say these Psalms were even written.

The Textual Criticism of the Old Testament

The area of the Old Testament study for which the Dead
Sea Scrolls seem to hold the greatest value is the area of
textual study. The texts provide the earliest Hebrew
manuscripts of portions of the Bible known in modern times.
Furthermore, they provide for us a view of the Old Testa-
ment wording as it existed before the birth of Christ, before
the fixing of what we now know as the “traditional” text.
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The Traditional Text

Before the Qumran discoveries, scholars generally held
one or the other of two beliefs as to how the “traditional
text” of the Old Testament arose. Many believed that the
“traditionalist scholars” (who are called Massoretes) es-
tablished the text of the Old Testament about the sixth
century A. D. These Massoretes are supposed to have
worked with many different manuscripts, then decided upon
the best text. and destroyed the variant readings. This
would account for the agreement between the Hebrew
manuscripts which we have from a later time. Other
scholars believed that the axact wording of the Old Testa-
ment was established by the Jewish Council at Jamnia
about 90 A. D., which really met to fix the Old Testament
canon. We shall see later in our study that the text was
established at Jamnia and that it became standard through-
out official, or “orthodox,” Judaism. This means that this
suppression or variant readings was done at Jamnia, and
not by the later Massoretes.

The investigation of the early Hebrew text was beset
with great difficulty before the discovery of the Dead Sea
Scrolls because of the absence of any early manuscripts.
The earliest complete manuscript of the Hebrew Old Testa-
ment dates in the ninth or tenth century of the Christian
era, and only fragments of earlier texts were known be-
fore we recovered these texts from Qumran. Because of
this lack of early manuscripts, the only method of studying
the text had been by comparing the late Hebrew texts
primarily with the early Greek translation, known as the
Septuagint. Even here there was the problem of determin-
ing which text of the Septuagint was best. Thus textual
scholars were hemmed in from every direction. Professor
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Gray wrote that the history of the Hebrew Bible sinc
second century A. D. is rather uneventful, being only :
tory of careful transmission by which the text is prese
but before that time, the fortunes of the text had bee
less happy. It appeared that the Biblical manusc
which existed before 90 A. D. would never be recovered
appears to be so certain that Sir Frederick Kenyon wr¢
1939 that there was no probability that we would ever
manuscripts dating before the time of the fixing o
text.

New Light from the Dead Sea Scrolls

To the astonishment of Biblical scholars, the very
which seemed to have been lost forever came to light
Qumran and Wady Murabbaat. Texts in Hebrew
which the Greek Version was translated are now avai
for the investigation of the Hebrew Old Testament
At the present it appears that those scholars were co
who believed that the Hebrew text was eastablishe
Jamnia, though some modernization of the view masa
necessary. A new controversy is now taking place, as
Jewish scholars are trying to move this “fixing oi
text” back to about 150 B. C. If this were true, it v
be difficult to account for the variations of texts fous
Qumran.

At Qumran, Caves I, IV, and XI are the most impo:
sources for our Biblical texts. These manuscripts all
before 68 A. D., which is the time of the abandonme:
the site. From Cave I came the two Isaiah scrolls an
the other outstanding ones. At Cave IV there were
covered more than 330 manuscripts, of which more
ninety are Biblical. Little is known about the finc
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Jave XI, but Burrows states that five relatively complete
serolls like the Isaiah scrolls are included.

Important Biblical evidence from the caves of Wady
Murabbaat contributes to our knowledge of both text and
ranon. The “unorthodox” writings, found in abundance at
Qumran, do not appear at Wady Murabbaat. The latter
site was occupied by fleeing remnants of the army of Bar
Kochba during the second Jewish revolt (132-135 A. D.),
and these texts are from the late first century and early
second century.

The scrolls found at Qumran are to be dated as late as
68 A. D., or shortly before the council at Jamnia (about
90 A.D.). The texts discovered at Murabbaat were used
about 132-135 A.D., or soon after the council. Since the
council of Jamnia officially fixed the Old Testament canon
and established a type of Hebrew text of the Old Testa-
ment, we are in a good position to compare the Qumran
materials with those from Murabbat and understand just
what was accomplished at Jamnia.

Let me cite now one example of the use of these scrolls
in the textual criticism of the Old Testament:

Isaiah 53:11; the Qumran text of Isaiah published by Su-
kenik adds “light.” The sense of the verse is changed by
this addition. The King James and American Standard ver-
sions render this: “He shall see the travail of his soul, and
shall be satisfied. . .” This text would read: “From the
travail of his soul, he shall see light and be satisfied. . .”

F. F. Bruce believes this is the superior reading.
There are already a large number of these variant read-
ings available for the study of the text, and many more are

yet to come.

The discoveries at Qumran and Murabbaat have provided
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Testament book, with the exception of Esther. In addition,
there are many collections of hymns, rules of discipline,
prophetic or apocalyptic books, commentaries on Old Testa-
ment books, etc. Dozens of heretofore unknown ancient
books have come to light.

From a study of ancient authors and from a careful exam-
ination of the Scrolls themselves, it has been accepted by
most scholars that the group which lived in the ravine and
owned the Scrolls were the Essenes. This group is never
mentioned in the New Testament, but Josephus and other
writers do mention them.

Pliny speaks of the Essenes living “away from the west-
ern shore (of the Dead Sea), far enough to avoid harmful
things, a people alone, . . . companions of palm trees.”! Jo-
sephus? describes them as living ascetic lives (abstaining
from marriage, despising riches, having all things common.
wearing clothing completely out before changing, practicin
ritual bathings or baptisms, etc.). He says there were
about 4000 scattered through many cities but the kind of
life he ascribes to them implies that most of them must
have lived in colonies like the one at Qumran.

Thus we can summarize the discovery in this way: the
Scrolls were first discovered in 1947 (or 1945) in the
region of the Dead Sea in Palestine. They are written in
Hebrew and Aramaic and date from about the time of
Jesus. They were evidently the property of a strict
Jewish sect known as the Essenes and were left in the
caves about A.D. 68. And, finally, the Scrolls represent
Old Testament books, collections of hymns, commentaries,
prophetic books, and doctrinal writings.
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re to be shown that the Teacher of Right-
garded as the Messiah by his followers.
ig of the Teacher of Righteousness would
leled to that of Jesus in a pretty definite
sort of direct connection would have to be
een Qumran and Jesus. (4) Then too,
een Qumran and Jesus wonld have to be
ue and not merely a reflectioun of 2 common

wwn thet the Qumran teacher was regarded

H. H. _.owley has asserted, “It has been

the Teacher of Righteousness was be-

lieved to be the Messiah, and that his resurrection was to

be expected to usher in the Messianic age. There is no

evidence of this in the text, and only a forced exegesis
can read it into any passage.”’®

Furthermore, the Qumran sect expected two Messiahs and
one prophet! In the Manual of Discipline we read, “Until
the coming of the prophet and of both the priestly and lay
Messiah, these men . .. .”1® In the Zadokite Document we
find, “. . . throughout the period from the time the teacher
of the community is gathered to his rest until that in which
the lay and the priestly Messiah assume office.,”11

It is obvious from this last reference that the Teacher
is not regarded as either of the Messianic figures. It is
probable that there were several such teachers in the com-
munity, for we read in the Manual of Discipline, “wherever
there be ten men who have been formally enrolled in the
community, there is not to be absent from them one who can
interpret the Law to them at any time of day or night, for
the harmonious adjustment of their human relations.”2
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Says Gaster, “The title Teacher of Righteousness designates
an office, not a person.”!?

Secondly, was the suffering of this Teacher enough like
that of Jesus that we could suppose that Jesus intentionally
patterned Himself after this prototype? There is enough
material in the Old Testament itself to have furnished Jesus
all the pattern that He needed. In fact, it is to the Old
Testament that the New Testament writers go for proof
texts. There is nothing new in a teacher or prophet being
opposed by the priesthood. The Teacher of Righteousness
did suffer in some way, but, as Cross remarks, he may
have been killed by another adversary or have died of old
age. We know nothing about the circumstances of his
death.

In the third place, is it possible to establish any con-
nection between Qumran and Jesus? There is not a shred
of evidence concerning any direct connection. Living in
the same small country, they undoubtedly had heard of each
other, but we have not a single reference. If any sort of
connection is established at all, it will have to be done on
this basis of teaching uniquely shared by Jesus and Qumran.

4. Likencsses and Differences.

Several Christian practices and/or teachings of Jesus
have been shown to be parallel to beliefs and practices at
Qumran. A few of the most important will be discussed.
We must not forget, however, that Jesus and the early
church broke with some of the most fundamental views
of the Qumran community, as we shall see in just a mo-
ment.

First, baptism in the ministry of John, Jesus, and the
early church finds its parallel in the ablutions at Qumran
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called up higher, fits Qumran just as neatly as it does the
Pharisees.

5. The Significance of the Scrolls to Our Understanding
of Christian Beginnings.

It is rather evident that the first evaluations of the
Scrolls suggested that sweeping revision would have to
be made in our understanding of the New Testament and
Christianity. Additional research has tended to show that
much earlier opinion /as based upon inference, rather
than evidence. The concensus of scholarship at the moment
seems to be that the Scrolls are one of the greatest arche-
ological finds yet, and that their materials will be of al-
most incalculable value to our understanding of the back-
ground into which Christianity came, but they do not
give us the actual community that Jesus and his followers
were a part of or deliberately patterned themselves after.

In his first volume, called The Dead Sea Scrolls, Millar
Burrows said, “for myself I must go farther and confess
that, after studying the Dead Sea Scrolls for seven years,
I do not find my understanding of the New Testament sub-
stantially affected. Its Jewish background is clearer and
better understood, but its meaning has neither been changed
nor significantly clarified.””s! He was criticized by many
who said he was dodging the real issue, that his under-
standing of the New Testament was quite different from
that of the average person anyway. Burrows admits this
fact in his second volume, More Light on the Dead Sea
Secrolls, but maintains he was thinking of the “outstanding
traditional tenents of the Christian churches through all the
centuries.”’2  As far as these matters are concerned the
Scrolls “prove nothing at all, they are simply irrelevant.”ss
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ther Warren will set forth how examples fit into the pat
tern of authority, and I will do the same for expediency.

Expediency Defined

The term “expediency” refers to that which ‘aids” o:
“expedites” something. The verb in the original® mean:
that which is to the advantage of someone. For example
Jesus said that it would be expedient for (to the advantag:
of) a person to cut off an offending member of the bod;
rather than let that member cause one to be lost (Matthev
5:29). Paul argues that rather than being to their dis
advantage it would was expedient (‘“profitable”) for the
Corinthians to complete their pledge for the ministration
to the poor saints in Jerusalem (2 Corinthians 8:10).

In 1 Corinthians 6:12ff Paul argues that something
“lawful” in principle, on the grounds of the freedom o:
Christians from the law, may still not be “expedient” t(
the Christian. Fornication, for example, might be con
sidered right by some on the basis of freedom from the law
but Paul argues that it is unallowable because (1) it i
not expedient (i. e., it produces consequences which ar
harmful, and (2) it brings the Christian under wrong dom
ination. In these verses ‘“not expedient” comes very clost
to meaning sinful, because a thing permitted under on¢
principle is excluded by other teaching and becomes a sir
(verse 18, hamartia).

This definition of an expedient as an ‘“advantage’” or “a
thing suitable” illustrates the meaning of the word as it
applies to God’s laws. An expedient as it applies to a
command of God is the agreeable means of carrying out the
command; it is the implementing of the thing to be done
by the choice of wise and fitting methods of detail when the
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optional specific as against the specific which is designated
and thus required.

A specific which is thus required is not an expedient and
is, of course, not optional. “Worship” might he considered
optional as to specific action had not Jesus, for example,
said of the Lord’s Supper, “This do in memory” or had not
the apostle said, “Sing and make melody in your hearts”
(Ephesians 5:19). Thus, commemorating the Lord’s death
and singing praises are not man’s options; they are not ex-
pedients.

On the other hand, Jesus said, “Go teach” (a generic
action) and left it unspecified as to how to go. This, to-
gether with the fact that we see different modes of travel
used in New Testament times, teaches us that the mode is
expedient and optional.

We can, I think, see the wisdom of God in leaving such
details to human choice. Methods change with the times;
and, had God specified the way of going, we would be
shut out from the modern means of transportation and
communication in our efforts to preach the gospel.

A Specific Can Itself Involve Expedients. One specific
item in a general class (e. g., singing in the generic class
“worship”) may be actually generic when considered from
the viewpoint of possible actions involved in it. (That is,
whether the song be sung in unison or in parts, whether
the songs are committed to memory or a songbook is used,
whether at a given service only a few song are sung,
whether the songs precede the Lord’s Supper ur follow or
both.) All these are specifics and are optional, because
they are not inherently specified in the command “sing”
and because they are not the subjects of instructions or
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churches to accomplish joint action of local congregations
(2 Corinthians 8:19-23). He argued then from this that,
since God had given no details as to how such messengers
should work, the “how” they worked was an expedient. He
thus called upon churches to select delegates and through
them form ‘“‘co-operatives” or “conventions” or ‘societies”
for the cooperation of the churches.

David Lipscomb was the man who was largely respons-
ible for convincing the churches who resisted these societies
that they were not expedients. He argued that the mes-
sengers were scriptural and that where and when and for
what specific work they were selected and sent were true
expedients. But he argued that the organization such as
the Missionary Society created by this means was not an
expedient. It resulted not in an optional specific under
the generic pattern (such as ‘“govern yourselves”), but in
another specific, an ecclesiasticism coordinate with the
kind of institution God had authorized. As the specific
which God did authorize excluded all other similar specifics,
the Society was unscriptural.

On the same grounds, Lipscomb believed that congrega-
tions could and should communicate with each other
through their messengers to invite and stir up each other
to cooperate through the churches. Since there is not
combination or organic union — no ecclesiasticism —
created in congregational cooperation, he endorsed it as
a true expedient. It has been demonstrated that there
are New Testament examples of such congregational co-
cperation and that such cooperation is scriptural. But even
if such action were not given in the New Testament ex-
amples or commands, unless it can be shown that they
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Among the debates he has held with those out of the church are
those with Baptists, Pentecostals, Adventist-Pentecostals. Among
those in the church, he has engaged in debates on the following
questions: divorce and remarriage, Bible classes and women teach-
ers, located preachers, church cooperation. Has moderated in a
number of debates.

8. Is author of following books: Lecturcs on Church Cooperation
and Orphan Homes, Is Mark 16:9-20 Inspired? He is co-author
of Warren-Ballard Debate (Baptist) and Warren-Fuqua Debate
(on divorce and remarriage).

9. Is a staff writer for the Gospel Advocate. Is former editor of
The Spiritual Sword.

10. Is now President of Fort Worth Christian College and is in his
seventh year as evangelist with the Eastridge church in Fort
Worth, Texas.

1. Introduction

1. Statement of problem. The instructions which ac-
companied the assignment of this topic to me indicated
that effort was to be made to ascertain when and how an
action, the account of which is in the New Testament, is
to be considered obligatory upon men today. The question
to be considered might well be worded as follows: “When
is an action described in the New Testament to be regarded
as an example for men today ?”’ In this question, the word
“example” has been used in the sense of “an obligatory
action performed by New Testament characters and which
is also obligatory upon men today.” According to this def-
inition or sense of the word “example,” there could be no
such think as an ‘“optional” example, and it would be en-
tirely superfluous to speak of a “binding” example, for,
according to this definition, in order for an action to be
an example it must be binding.

2. Definition not an arbitrary one. The definition of “ex-
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gification refers to action which was optional for New
Testament characters but which is not optional for men
living today — such action was only temporarily optional
and would be sinful today.

(1) Acts, chapters 2-9. The apostles and other early
Christians preached the gospel only to “1e Jews; they did
not preach to the Gentiles before Pete. preached to Corn-
elius. This action, in spite of Mark 16:15 and Acts 2:39,
was not sinful, because God had not yet given the great
demonstration of baptism in the Holy Spirit of the house-
hold of Cornelius. Since Cornelius and his house were
baptized in the Holy Spirit, it would not be acceptable for
Christians to purposely preach only to Jews because they
felt the Gentiles were not to have the gospel preached to
them.

(2) Acts 21:17-26. In this chapter we find that Paul
took certain men, “and the next day purifying himself
with them went into the temple, declaring the fulfillment
of the days of the purification, until the offering was of-
fered for every one of them.” Paul was at charges for these
men and purified himself with them. He himself had been
under a vow (Acts 18:18). At this point, I would like to
quote from Brother J. W. McGarvey’s comments on this
action of Paul:

That_which renders this proceeding a more striking ex-
hibition of Paul’s present attitude toward the law is the fact
that in it ke participated in the offering of sacrifices, which
secems to be inconsistent with his repeated declaration of the
all-sufficiency ot the blood of Christ as an atonement for
sin. T think it must be admitted that subsequent to the
writing of the epistle to the Ephesians, and more especially
that to the Hebrews, he could not consistently have done this,
for in those epistles it is clearly taught, that in the death of
Christ God has broken down and abolished ‘the law of
commandments contained in ordinances,” which he styles ‘the
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middle wall of partition’ (Ephesians 2:13-15); that the Aaron-
ic priesthood had been abolished (Hebrews 7, 8); and that the
sacrifices of Christ had completely superseded that of dumb
animals (Hebrews 9, 10). But in Paul’s earlier epistles,
though soine things had been written which, carried to their
logical consequences, involved all this, these points had not
yvet been clearly revealed to his mind, and much less to the
minds of the other disciples; for it pleased God to make Paul
the chief instrument for the revelation of this part of his
will, His mind, and those of all the brethren were as yet in
much the same condition on this question that those of the
early disciples had been in before the conversion of Cornelius
in reference to the salvation of the Gentiles. If Peter, by the
revelation made to him in connection with Cornelius, was
made to understand better his own words uttered on Pente-
cost (Acts 2:39), it should cause no surprise that Paul in his
early writings uttered sentiments the full import of which he
did not apprehend until later revelations made them plain.
That it was so, is but another illustration of the fact that the
Holy Spirit guided the apostles into all the truth, not at one
bound, but step by step. In the wisdom of God the epistle to
the Hebrews, the special value of which lies in its clear revela-
tions on the distinction between the sacrifices and priesthood
under Moses and those under Christ, was written but a few
years previous to the destruction of the Jewish temple, and the
compulsory abrogation of all the sacrifices of the law; and
that thus any Jewish Christian, whose natural reverence for
ancestral and divinely appointed customs may have prevented
him from seeing the truth on this subject, might have his
eyes opgned in spite of himself. (Commentary on Acts, pp.
208, 209).

I would like to say that while I do not agree one hundred
per cent with every statement in the quotation, generally
speaking, I consider it to be a fine treatment of the matter.
I believe these matters kad been clearly revealed before
Paul went into the temple, just as the fact that the gospel
was to be preached to the Gentiles had been revealed before
Peter went to the house of Cornelius. The clear revelation
just wasn’t understood at first.

3. Action which was optional and permanent. This
particular classification refers to action which was optional
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presented the evidence that Jesus was the Christ. He then
urged the people to “know assuredly” that “God hath made
him both Lord and Christ.”” When the people heard the
evidence they were pricked in their hearts and said unto
Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren, what shall we
do?’ It was obligatory that Peter tell these believers,
“Repent ye and be baptized . . . for the remission of your
gins. . . .” This action was obligatory upon the part of
Peter. It is also obligatory upon men today to tell inquir-
ing believers, “Repent ye, and be baptized, every one of you
... for the remission of sin....” (Acts 2:38; Matthew 28:
18-20; Mark 16:16).

IV. How Decide the Way to Classify Any Given Action

From a study of the foregoing passages it should be clear
that there is little likelihood that any rule — other than a
very general one — could be given which would cover all
cases of action in the New Testament. And I am happy at
this time to give what I conceive to be a general rule which
will cover the problem of deciding when or deciding just
how to classify any given action in the New Testament

Here is that rule: In order to accurately classify action
described in the New Testament under one of the five afore-
mentioned classifications, it is necessary to apply to the
description of that action the rules of sound hermeneutics
and the principles of logic in connection with the totality of
Bible teaching upon the matter in question. I think it can
be seen that just because a matter was optional with men
in the New Testament does not mean that is optional with
men today. Or, just because an action was not sinful with
them, does not mean that it would not be sinful for us today.
Or, just because an action was obligatory upon them, does
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vidual Christians to send assistance to “elde
church,

b. They assume that the relief from Antio«
ly to the elders of a number of churches scat
out Judea without going to the elders at J¢
they can only assume this; they cannot prove
even to prove that it happened that way n
would not prove a pattern. General author
cooperation is established by II Corinthians

c. They assume that all of the churches
elders.

d. They assume that all of the churches
elders at this particular time.

e. They assume that the expression “the
to elders of all the churches throughout Ju¢
only assume this — they cannot prove it.

f. Logically, then, they would have to as:
church did not have elders, it could not ha
sistance.

(2) II Corinthians 11:8. “I robbed other viiusciivo, v
ing wages of them, to do you service.” As concerns this
passage, some labor under the following assumptions:

a. They assume that the wages went directly to Paul
without going through the church in Corinth. This may
have been the case — but it also may not have been the
case. In proving a “pattern” the various points must be
proved conclusively — that the passage demands that a
thing be done one way and only one way! In sharp con-
trast to their argument on II Corinthians 8:1-5 and Romans
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itself cannot be said to be sick, or healthy. This is true,
but this does not mean that the kind of society involved is
relatively unimportant. Since there are certain basic con-
ditions necessary for mental growth and development, the
nature of the society is extremely important. For example,
recent studies on family life (such as the Harvard study)
point up the effect of divorce on delinquency, mental, and
moral problems. There is even a positive correlation be-
tween suicide rate and divorce. A society that accepts and
condones divorce is letting itself in for a mental health
problem.

Parenthetically, notice the close relation of “values” with
the above discussion of mental health. This is one of the
very evident problems in this field. In the past “objec-
tive” scientists were prejudiced against value judgments
and systems of ethics. This has been another factor in
slow progress made in this field. There is a growing num-
ber of scientists that are willing to deal with values and
some other ‘“vague” concepts when studying the human
personality. This promises to be a great boon to the study
of mental health.

There are several other general points that can profit-
ably be discussed before looking at the various definitions
of mental health. First, it is desirable to make a distine-
tion between attributes and actions. It is possible to speak
of mental health in relation to either the long-term view
(attributes), or the short term situation (actions). A per-
son may exhibit “sick” behavior in a very stressing situa-
tion even though in the long-term view he would be classi-
fied as normal.

Another point that is significant is that mental health
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with elaborate equations to explain neurosis and other
depth phenomena.

Another important area of personality theory is that of
psychoanalytic thought. In general psychoanalysts have
contributed more in this realm than have those in the
broader field of psychiatry. They are preoccupied with the
abnormal personality, since their theories are derived pri-
marily from therapeutic practice. They all can trace their
origin to Freud, but they have come a long way from his
original conclusions. There are many schools of psycho-
analytic thought, but they all have four basic concepts in
common:’ 1. Psychological determinism; 2. “The uncon-
scious”; 3. Goal directedness; and, 4. A genetic approach.

Since we cannot possibly take the time to explain and
elaborate upon these theories in so brief a survey, the best
thing that we can do is to point out these schools of thought
and let the interested reader search for himself. One
school might be called the “neo-Freudian.” They have broad-
ened Freud’s original views, but are still in the mainstream
of his thought. A second school is the Adlerian, with such
people as Horney, Fromm, and Sullivan showing a great
deal of similarity to his thought. The last two schools are
the Jungian and the Rankian, both more popular in Europe
than in America. In the opinion of some they will come
to be better known in America as time progresses.

A third area of personality theory is found in the think-
ing of some psychologists and other scientists in related
disciplines. The names which might be mentioned here
are: Rogers, Allport, Goldstein, Paul Weiss, and Lewin.
There are three major concepts that are brought forward.
One is that of the organism, striving to maintain homeosta-
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pulsive wrongdoer.” No doubt, Dr. Ellis was speaking
from his experience with clinical studies of many patients.
His statement contained a truth which was stated by Paul
in these words, “While we were living in the flesh, our
sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our
members to bear fruit for death” (Romans 7:5).

The following life experience is an example of how sin
and impaired mental health act and react upon each other.
A young man who had been __ised in a home where he
received extreme Puritanistic teachings regarding sex
became a compulsive sex offender. This gave him a severe
guilt complex. By dwelling mentally upon his guilt and
the sin that had produced it, he kept his mind filled with
that which led to his continued delinquency. (“As a man
thinketh in his heart, so is he.”)

In an effort to try to find some relief from his guilt, he
decided to try to atone for his sins by performing large
amounts of church work. However, when he was in the
company of other church members, he had a painful sense
of shame because he felt that his friends might be aware of
his sins. This sense of shame made it very difficult for
him to bring himself to do the church work which he felt
he must do in order to atone for his sins.

In addition to this, he began to interpret things that were
said by his friends in casual conversation as being designed
to condemn him for his sins. Feeling that his friends knew
of his sins and were criticizing him through their remarks
in conversation instead of being straightforward with him,
he became angry at his friends. He became suspicious of
everyone and felt that they were trying to eavesdrop on him
and even do him bodily harm.
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Iv

What solutons are offered in our age for the man with a
mental health problem that has come out of his sins?

1. First, let us consider the solution offered by the hu-
manist.

He maintains that man’s solution is to be found within
himself. He ingists that the individual who is in a state
of poor mental health is simply a victim of inherited pro-
pensities reacting to an apparently overpowering environ-
ment, that the individual can through the help of a trained
analyst be made to see that any inhibitions he may have are
based upon unreal restrictions that have come up out of the
imagination of man who himself is purely animalistic.

In the process of psychoanalysis the humanist leads his
patient to believe that he should have no guilt feelings be-
cause of his actions, since there is really no such thing as
an absolute standard of right or wrong. The patient is en-
couraged not to restrict his actions except as they tend to
become unpleasant to himself and to live as he feels he should
enjoy living. For example, one patient who happened to
be a sex pervert instead of being encouraged to choose to
overcome this compulsion was encouraged to find a suitable
partner and accept perversion as his normal lot in life.
He was told that if he would defy his inhibitions and be
“free” that he would find himself and come to be able to
get along with his fellowman.

In other words, the admonition is, “Let us do evil that
good may come.”

Before this theory is accepted it should be considered in
the light of past experience. If history has taught nothing
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force of will rise to a socially acceptable
but if he is ever to have a really full ¢
health that comes throuch freedom from
. 1 sin, he will have it through acceptil
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What methods are most effective in bi
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1949-1956; Charlotte Avenue, Nashville, 1955 — .

Teaching Experience: High school instructor in history, Latin,
and Bible, 1945-1949. principal of high school, 1949-1957. dean of
college, 1957 — (All teaching experience at David Lipscomb College.)

Memberships: Phi Beta Kappa, honorary society for outstanding
liberal arts students. National Education Association. Tennessee Edu-~
cation Association; Association of Secondary Principals; Association
for Student Teaching; Association of Deans of American Colleges.

On editorial staff of Gospel Advocate — editing young people’s
quarterlies.

Added Duties at Lipscomb: Member of Executive Council; director
of Crisman Memorial Library; freshman class counselor; member of
Lipscomb Building Committee.

There is perhaps no more heartbreaking cry in all the
Bible than the words in which David, the sweet singer of
Israel, poured out his grief when he called to the messenger
from the field of battle, “Is the young man safe?”’ The
answer which came back broke his heart, for the messenger
replied, “May all the enemies of my lord the king be as that
young man is.” When David had gone weeping to the cham-
ber above the wall, his cry filled the city “Oh, Absalom,
Absalom, my son, my son. Would God I had died for thee.
Oh, Absalom, my son, my son.”

The cries of this father, so often reflected in the hearts
and lives of parents in every generation, bring forcefully
to our attention the question which occupies our thinking
for this particular period today. This question is, Why
do young people go wrong? What are the problems which
they face which sometimes result in their forsaking God,
and turning their backs on truth and honor, and in giving
themselves to sin with such reckless abandon that they



come, like Absalom, to bitter ruin? The failure of this
voung man who grew up in favorable circumstances, whose
father loved and honored God as have few men in all of
history, should certainly be a warning to Christian parents
and teachers today that young people in every generation
can forsake the Lord. I am persuaded that the same basic
problems which brought Absalom to ruin are faced by young
people in our time and that if we fail as did David and oth-
ers of his generation, we must share in the responsibility for
the condemnation of their souls.

The problems which young people face in their efforts
to grow up for God seem to me to be rooted in three basic
areas: problems which grow out of their fears, problems
which arise from their needs, and problems which are cre-
ated by their confusion. It is to these specific areas that I
should like this morning to direct your attention.

May I suggest first of all that if there is any single char-
acteristic of young people which needs to be understood by
those of us who are older, it is the fact that they are basically
afraid. We many times forget that they have grown up in
a world which has known no peace, which has been ruled by
turmoil and strife as long as they can remember, and which
is constantly beset by the threat of new violence and dan-
ger. For these reasons young people face many problems
which grew out of fears.

I should like to point out that they are afraid of the fu-
ture, in a sense that is far more vivid than is true of those
of us who are older. They fear the possibility of war. They
are concerncd about the crippling diseases which often
strike down those whom they know. They are afraid of
death, in all of its meaning and reality. They are afraid
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that they may recognize their fears for what they are and
may come to understand that while it may be that our
world will collapse at any moment, in God there is security
and help and peace; and that the only real satisfactions of
life are those which come from our loyalty to things which
do not and cannot change. We must not minimize their
fears but rather help them understand that the love of
God casts out fear.

May I point out in the second place that many of their
problems arise out of their needs. We somehow suppose
as parents that because we have provided the food and the
clothing which make physical life possible, we have thereby
discharged our responsibilities to them. And yet, surely
we understand that food and clothing and shelter, however
important they may be, do not supply the basic needs of life.
We must, therefore, understand that young people have
needs which must be provided, or they will seek other means
of receiving the help which they feel is important.

I do not know any single need which they more character-
istically express nor for which they long with more real
fervor than the need to love and to be loved. Somehow in
the hurry of our world it is very hard for us to help them
remember that we do love them, that the restrictions which
we impose upon them are imposed because of our concern,
and that it is only because of our great anxiety over their
lives that we must often set limitations on their activities.
I do not suppose that there is one single plea which I hax
heard expressed by young people who have come into my
office to talk more often than the plea, “Nobody loves me.”
I know that this is not the case, and yet it is tragic that
somehow we, as their parents, allow them to feel that they
are lacking in love.
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It is equally important for them to give their love to some-
thing and someone. They are at the time of falling in love,
one of the most important and vital of all the times in their
lives. We often forget that they can fall in love with Jesus,
that they can fall in love with His service, that they can now
dedicate themselves with more complete abandon to the pur-
poses of God than at any other time in their lives if only we
can help them to see that they can love t' Tord. There is
perhaps no place at which we fail more than in this.

It is also important that we understand that young people
need to belong; they need to feel accepted; they need to give
themselves to some cause in which they can feel that they are
making a worthwhile contribution. We wonder sometimes
why they wear outlandish clothes, adopt freakish habits, and
engage in all kinds of unusual activities. The thing which
we overlook is that this is their means of identification
with a group, which is tremendously important to them.
When a leader whom they admire, whether the group has
two or five hundred, adopts a particular kind of clothes, or
begins to go to a certain place to eat hamburgers after
the basketball games, they also want to do the same things
because of their intense longing to belong and to be accept-
ed. We must help them channel this great need into the
service of God, help them sense the wonderful opportunity
for belonging to the Lord and for making a contribution to
God’s purposes in this world. If we are willing to help them
feel that they are important, we will be amazed at the
things which they can and will do.

We must remember, also, that young people desperately
need to be noticed. They need for somebody to know that
they are there, to feel that they are important to someone.
It may well be that the boy or girl in your class who is
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with many indications that those who are highly regarded
in public life, people who are distinguished in the commu-
nity and in the world, do not live according to the standards
of the church. The members of their own group present
to them the same bewildering difference between worldly
standards and spiritual standards. This means that we
must be aware of the fact that they are genuinely confused
about what they ought to do about dancing, about social
drinking, about going to places of amusement which can-
not contribute to their spiritual growth. Their decisions
to dance and drink and to engage in other such activities
often do not arise out of a desire to be wicked or sinful, but
simply out of a failure to understand what God does expect
of them. This is, in turn, to be traced to the fact that we
as their parents and teachers have often failed ourselves
to see what the basic issues are and have either left them
to make decisions with little guidance or created an im-
pression that these are simply old-fashioned notions which
have very little actual relationship to God and to His ser-
vice.

This is particularly true, because we contribute to their
confusion in another respect. They see so many inconsis-
tences between our teaching about God’s will and our ap-
plications of that teaching to our lives that they do not
know what really is important. It is easy for them to see
things to which you and I bind ourselves, as we prove by
our lives that we do not really believe in the importance
of worship or of basic honesty or many other fundamentals
of Christian doctrine. We say to our boys and girls that
they ought to honor the Lord, to respect the elders, and
love the church. And yet, the conversations in which they
hear us engage as we bemean the elders, ridicule the pro-
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gram of work, or laugh at those who take public part in
the service say to them that all of these thngs are actually
unimportant. Is it any wonder that our young people are
confused over the differences between what we say and
what they see in us as the people of God?

Many problems arise in their lives because of their con-
fusion over the difference between material standards and
spirtual standards. I do not have to tell you that our
world places its greatest emphasis on the material, that
we are so occupied with our houses and lands, our cars,
and our jobs that we have little time or thought left for
God. We must not be surprised, therefore, when our boys
and girls arrive at the decision that success and failure in
life is actually measured in terms of the material, and not
of the spiritual. They even find that we are so material-
minded that we judge the progress of a congregation almost
exclusively in terms of how much the contribution has
increased, how many the building will seat, "at the size
of the membership is, how many we have in tendance at
the various services, and other such material standards.
We impress them but little with our concern over the a:
fairs of the soul. And yet, all of us know that there is a
standard of the spirit, that serving God is a matter of the
consecration of our purposes, our thoughts, our hearts, and
our lives to Him. Young people, however, are often so con-
fused over this matter that they decide to live without
res vation for the material, while those of us who are
older attempt at least on some occasions to veneer the ma-
terial with a cloak of spiritual respectability.

When David asked of Absalom, “Is the young man safe?”
and heard in return the tragic answer, “No, Absalom is
dead,” the reason for his grief actually grew out of the
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or a neighborhood club. Why? It is because teenagers
are highly social beings and demand a great deal of as-
sociation with other young people their age. The reason
for this gregarious impulse is most likely the God-given
mating urge. Teenagers are beginning to look for lifeti— 2
mates. Thus, these young people need a mixing with me..s
other youngsters, especially of the opposite sex. The great-
est search of their life is beginning. Then, to solve many
teenage problems, their leaders must relate most of their
problems to the group situation. Solve the needs of their
group and you solve the needs of the individual. But, to
defy this group-consciousness is folly. To work with it
and to manage it aright is the essence of good judgment.
Each individual at this age is largely controlled by the will
of the group.

What are the problems of teenagers? One is freedom
from the overlordship of parents, teachers, and others who
exercise controls over them. Socialization or the fitting
of themselves into society about them is another. The con-
tradicions between what they are taught at home and at
church and the way the world is run is another. Competi-
tion ahead in a cold-blooded and unsympathetic world is a
problem for them. Other related problems are their lack
of experience, lack of education, indifference toward their
problems, etec.

It is my hope that we will not think of teenagers as a
special problem group any more than we think of adults as
a special problem group.

Three Worlds

The average adolescent is connected to three woltius: the
home, the school, and the church. In each world are adult
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ing. Christian young people have a golden opportunity
in this field to be an eternal influence for good.

Teenage talking is much like little boys fighting on the
school ground. The one who strikes the first blow --ually
wins. Christian young people can set the level of 1___ con-
versation around them simply by getting in their word first
in determining which direction the conversation will go.
The teenager who takes a stand first usually rules the situ-~
ation. Once a filthy-thinking, dirty-joke-telling youngster
gets the floor, then the mood is one of revelry, and any
voice to the contrary is silenced.

But! A Christian young man or woman can check such
a conversation with a few early, well-chosen remarks, This
action may cost the individual some friends — but what
kind? And too, it will always gain the admiration and
respect of those who count. The losing of offensive-
speaking friends is no real loss at all.

Football games are usually won by an alert, fast, and
powerful offensive. Christian young people need to be ever
on the offense. It takes a powerful offense to refuse to
be vulgar in speech and to be clean in life, but it can be
done. It was my pleasure to teach a young man in a Bible
school class last year who was such a fine example that
when the members of one of the public high school classes
were asked whom they would like to be like, one of the boys
said, “I would like to be like Freddy Broussard. He is my
idea of a real Christian!” Others in the class had said
they wanted to be like certain movie stars, military gen-
erals, or political figures.

For youth to be capable of such an aggressive front for
righteousness, he must have early and proper training in



ABILENE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE LECTURES 449

how to dress decently, speak properly, and give proper
value to spiritual matters. Whether it be on the subject of
morals, manners, religion or customs, Christian young
people should take the initiative to keep the atmosphere
around them in a condition fit for the presence of Christ
— for He is there and knows their every move.

In the Church

The church is waking up to the fact that all their useful
members are not adults. It is becoming aware that there
are teeming millions of teenagers in America today —
about twenty million or more of them. They stand as a
mighty army, numbering nearly three times the population
of the State of Texas. These are our most alert citizens,
full of energy and quicker intellectually than any other
group in the land. Christian leaders are being made aware
of them by their sheer number if for no other reason.

There is a vital place in the church for its youth. More
and more they are not merely tolerated, but are needed and
wanted. They have power for the Lord.

There are about eighty teenagers in the congregation
where I preach. They are divided about half and half
in junior high school and senior high. They are being
trained in about as broad a program as 1 know of any-
where. They are being given more opportunities to develop
their talents, as their leaders learn more ways and means
of using them. At present they all receive the regular three
class sessions in our Bible school program and the two
Lord’s Day sermons. The fourth through sixth grades
get a special singing class on Sunday nights. The junior
high boys are taught public speaking and personal develop-
ment by the preacher on Wednesday nights. The junior
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Folks Home in Port Arthur, sing in the television chorus,
and help teach little tot classes. Our senior age boys sing
in the television chorus, preach at nearby congregations
which are small, assist the nurses and teachers at the
crippled children’s school in town and take part in the
public work of the church.

Each summer the congregation has a Youth Meeting in
addition to its Vacation Bible School. Special courses in
Christian living, Christian evidences, and social problems
are taught through means of classes, panels, and sermons.
All the young men possible are used in these youth meetings.

The parents of the Procter Street congregation have a
“Community Youth Club,” which is a loose organization
of parents and their teenagers. The purpose of the club
is to provide wholesome Christian recreation and entertain-
ment for the junior and senior high young people. Under
competent guidance tk-~ youth does not crave wild driving,
dancing, mixed bathilx, etc., as social outlets so much.

In closing, I would say that a totally harmonious atmos-
phere between home, school, and church is the greatest
factor in preparing youth to be an influence for good. This
necessarily involves a Christian home, a Christian school,
and a church fully dedicated to Christ.
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Heights church in 1952 he has had the pleasure of assisting them in
the erection of their commodious church building. Mr. Jackson has
conducted gospel meetings in many states and now holds five or six
annually. He is a trustee of the Bell Trust of Dallas which gives
thousands of dollars every year to churches to assist them in preach-
ing the gospel of Christ. There are three children: Tempe Waynne,
a freshman in ACC; Joyce Hulen and Foy Oliver of Dallas.

In January, 1938, Don H. Morris, President of Abilene
Christian College, spoke in Tulsa, Oklahoma, on “The Value
of Christian Education,” in which lecture he said “The
value of Christian education lies not in any claim that
the Christian college takes the place of the church or does
the work of the organized congregation, and, as far as
I know, no person connected with our Christian colleges
has ever made that claim.”

Twenty-two years later the administration, the faculty,
and the Trustees, as far as I know, still believe just that.
They have never endeavored to make the college the church.
Nearly all of my preaching years have been spent in Texas
near enough to the campus of this school for us to secure
“fill-in” preachers from time to time from among them.
I can truthfully say I have never seen any usurpation of the
work or the authority of the church here, nor any control
of the local congregations exerted by anyone officially con-
nected with Abilene Christian College. If some young
preacher, a graduate of the school, has become too enthusi-
astic in his church work in arousing support for the school,
that is the fault of the elders for allowing it; not the fault
of the school itself. Abilene Christian College doesn’t hire
preachers, control churches, send out missionaries, or raise
money for them. It merely has endeavored to be a college,
located in Abilene, Texas, which is Christian.
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It could not be a Christian college without contributing
much to the growth and progress of the church Christ built.
The principles making a school Christian would also at
the same time result in many benefits to the church of our
Lord. What has Abilene Christian College contributed to
the New Testament church during the fifty-four years of
its existence? To detail these benefits would take most of
the time of this entire Lectureship this week. But, permit
me to hastily and briefly mention a few of them.

1. Undoubtedly some of God’s greatest men have served
and are serving in the administration or on the faculty of
this fine school. They have given their lives to this work.
Not just as representatives of the school but as gospel
preachers and teachers of God’s word have they gone far
and near in serving the churches. We need a preacher for a
few Sundays in Dallas or some other city, and we call Abi-
lene for one. Dozens of churches within driving distance
of this city exist today as a direct result of the sacrificial
preaching of these godly men. Many of these very churches
have been able to have qualified and capable preachers, in
using the men at the school, who otherwise could not have
done so. Only the Lord, of course, could know the con-
tribution of this total preaching through the past fifty-four
years.

Brother Morris noted in that same address in Tulsa that
when Childer’s Institute was establis™ - "ere in 1906 there
were but two small churches in Ts,... County, totaling
twenty-five members each. Contrast that with the won-
derful and joyful picture today in this area.

It may not have been worth much to you as a preacher,
but it has been to me, to be able to write now and then to
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one of the faculty members here at the school seeking some
information concerning maybe a point of translation or
some historical detail in church history. To have such men
academically qualified here at Abilene Christian College is
another way of serving the churches. You may not feel the
need of their as—"-tance, but I surely do. In educational
circles he may be doctor,” but in church circles he is “my
brother” who comes to my rescue when I need him. To me
that is a tremendous contribution to the work of the church.

2. Can you tell that a young preacher graduated recently
from Abilene Christian College by the way he preaches?
What is wrong with that? Any faculty would naturally
leave an imprint upon a student or one becoming a preacher
The same would necessarily be true with a youn, man be-
ing trained in the work of a local congregation to preach.
Those teaching and training him there would leave their
imprint upon him. Not all preacher products of this college
are the best. Why should anyone ever expect such? Many
preachers received their training elsewhere, and yet some
of them are good and some not so good (as preachers, I
mean). We need all of them as long as they are clean in
life and true to the Book in their preaching.

Churches are crying aloud for preachers. The religious
papers of late have been carrying ‘classified ads” from
churches seeking preachers. Literally hundreds of preach-
ers could begin full-time work today, if we but had them
qualified and ready. Most of us preachers receive letters
nearly every week from churches asking for assistance in
locating preachers for them. It doesn’t hurt my conscie— -
in the least to think of Abilene Christian College g
“preacher factory.” Why not encourage them to go on a




ABILENE CHRISTIAN (

twenty-four hour “around the clock” schedule in making
preachers? We need them. The Lord’s church needs them.

Can you imagine the vast number of preachers who have
received their training on the campus of ACC since 19067
It would run into the hundreds, and more. Think what a
loss to the church during these fifty-four years if all these
preachers were removed. It might be of interest at this
point to have all preachers in this audience who received
any schooling at this college to stand for a moment. Some
of you might be preaching if there had never been an Abi-
lene Christian College, but no doubt everyone of you would
gladly state you are a better preacher as a result of the in-
fluence of the school in your lives.

Oh, yes, they train preachers at Abilene Christian College
and always have. God grant that this work may abound
more and more. Many brethren deem this the greatest
benefit of Abilene Christian college to the church we love.

3. Not every ex-student of Abilene Christian College is a
loyal zealous member of the church somewhere, but the one
who is not an active Christian is by far the exception. It
is commonly said among church folk that a certair )jerson
there “went to Abilene” and, therefore, ought to be teach-
ing a class. Usually it means he is qualified, and usually
it means he is willing to teach or assist in the work. In
all the places I've been the ex-students were among the
most active and valuable members of the church. They
are serving as elders, as deacons, as song leaders, or as
splendid teachers of Bible classes. How has Abilene Chris-
tian College benefited the church? The school »~s helped
to give the church a better qualified leadership and more
competent personnel.
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4. Sometime ago a check was made concerning the preach-
ers we have in various parts of the world preaching the
gospel in virgin territories. If today all of the preachers
receiving their academic training in Abilene Christian Col-
lege were immediately called home, it would virtually
wreck, at least for the present, our program of world-wide
evangelism. A vast number of these preachers on foreign
goil telling the story of Christ and His love are ex-students
of this college. Has the school contributed to the church
and its work? What about all of these devoted and con-
secrated souls?

Too, many of these men and their wives were not even
planning to preach, especially to do mission work, upon en-
tering Abilene Christian College. The atmosphere here
created within them the desire to go and preach the Gospel.
Is it not a commendable Christian work to implant in a
man’s heart a passion for the souls of lost men and the
courage to leave home and friends and go to a distant land
to preach Christ? This Christian college has been doing
it for many years. Several faculty members have given
several years of their lives in such work. Many men doing
mission work are on the campus this week who would gladly
tell you of what this school gave to them, which they, in
turn, are endeavoring to give to others.

5. On this campus and in these dormitories you can find
the wrong kind of boys and girls. Every Christian college
has a few of them. But, these are the products of our
“Christian” homes and not of the school. We failed in our
training of them before they reached college age and in our
distress, maybe, sent them out here hoping the college could
do something with them. Dozens of such young men and
ladies have had their faith renewed and their feet set back
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on the path of righteousness because of the influences of a
Christian college. Don’t think of the rare o=~ who quits the
church and loses his faith though attend.._z, and maybe
while attending, Abilene Christian College, but think rather
of the hundreds whose lives were salvaged and who were
saved for future work in the church because the college in
Abilene was Christian.

We give them our immature boys and girls and they re-
turn to us stable Christian men and women. Where could
you get a greater return on 1_._: investment? Contrast this
condition with that on the campus of colleges which are
not Christian. I attended such a school and saw the faith
shattered of student after student coming from Christian
homes. This is truly tragic. Lives are ruined and souls
are lost. But, on the campus of a Christian school a boy’s
faith is strengthened; his love for the nobler and finer
things in life deepened; and he goes out in the world to be
a Christian doctor, lawyer, or teacher, or merchant. Isn’t
this of great benefit to the church where he resides? To
be sure.

6. Paul, says Luke, converted many in Corinth but espec-
ially Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue (Acts 18:8).
Why mention Crispus by name and not the others? His
soul was not worth any more. But, his influence might
have been greater. ™p convert him could bring the possi-
bility of converting, as a result, many others influenced
by such an outstanding man. Not many mighty and not
many noble are called, but for one to remain loyal and
true to the Lord could mean much to the Lord’s church in
any community. For Abilene Christian College to be a
senior college with national recognition in some fields, for
some of the professors to be honored by the nation as out-
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Other Business Connections:

Executive Director, Wyatt Cafeterias, Inc., Dallas, Texas.
President, Cedar Springs Realty Company, Dallas, Texas.
President, B & W Realty Co., Dallas, Texas.

Other Information:

Trustee, Abilene Christian College, Abilene, Texas.
Elder, Preston Road Church of Christ, Dallas, Texas.

Although the benefits of a school such as Abilene Chris-
tian College are legion, I shall this afternoon endeavor to
sum up in two great benefits: First, Abilene Christian
College will strengthen the faith of your child; second,
Abilene Christian College will encourage your children to
bring up their children in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord.

In order to impress these two benefits upon you, let me
begin by asking you two questions:

First, What is your most valuable possession? Perhaps
your first answer to this question would be “My eternal
soul,” and certainly your soul is more valuable than all the
world; but upon more mature reflection, I believe that
those of you who are parents would answer differently and
would say, “My most valued possession is my children and
their eternal souls.” And I believe this institution — Abi-
lene Christian College — can help you protect and preserve
vour most valued possession.

The second question that I ask is this: What is it that
iwou want your child to be more than anything else in all
the worid? Some parents want their children to be rich;
others want them to be popular; others desire for their
children social prominence and such like. I know this to
be true because of the time and money they spend in ac-
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quiring these things for their children. But what is it
that you want your boy or girl to be?

If you can honestly say, “I want my child to be a Chris-
tian,” may God bless you; and, if that is your answer, then
I beg of you give him a Christian education, for in all proba-
bility he will be what he is taught to be.

Although Abilene Christian College can be of great help
in giving your child a Christian education, the responsibil-
ity for so doing rests solely and entirely upon you as par-
ents. Do not expect this school or any other like it to do
Jor your child what you as parents have failed to do. Abi-
lene Christian College can build upon a Christian founda-
tion, but it is the parents of the child, and the parents
alone, that lay that foundation. That being true, and I
believe it is, I want to know when do I begin and when
does it end, and how can I be successful in this God-given
task? We begin at birth, and we cease when the oppor-
tunity is no more, and in those young and formative years
you and I lay an educational foundation that will be with
the child as long as he lives. If the foundation and the
training that follows be Christian, then the life will be
Christian; but, if the foundation is based upon error, ma-
terialism, and selfishness in all probability the life will be
also.

Although you carry out your Go ziven task and lay in
the heart of your child a Christian foundation and although
you build upon that foundation as best you know, there
soon, and all too soon, will come the danger period, the
high school period. Here something happens; a change
takes place. That little boy is no longer a little boy, and
that little girl is no langer a little girl; he is a young man



and she is a young woman, and they know it. Now they
will begin to make decisions for themselves. Now, more
than ever before, they will be under the influence of their
teachers and their schoolmates and those with whom they
associate each day, and much of that influence will be evil.

Their faith is going to be tested. Will it stand the test?
You as parents will know many dark hours of anxiety be-
fore this question is answered. However, if your boy or gi1
can see Christ in you, their father and their mother; if
they can see in you love and faith and the peace and hope
that passeth all understanding, then in all probability their
faith will stand, and they will come through that experience
as tried by fire but found to be pure gold.

Then you will sit back with a sigh of relief and say, “My
work is ended.” But not so, for now comes the most danger
ous period of all. Soon your boy or girl will leave the in-
fluence of a Christian home to spend four years in some
college or university where he or she will daily be studying
at the feet of educated men — men who have had greater
educational advantages than you or I have had, and many
of whom are atheists, agnostics, and infidels, and who
have vowed that they will destroy the faith of your child,
and all too often they will be successful.

In the July 4, 1956, issue of the Christian Chronicle,
Brother Kenneth Reed makes this statement: “Of all the
Christian boys and girls, boys and girls who are members
of the Lord’s church, who spend four years in our state
universities and colleges of like kind, eight out of ten have
their faith destroyed or so weakened that they are lost to
the cause of Christ.”

Is not this a terrible mortality rate? Does it not justify




If at all possible, you can send your boy or your girl to
a school where the faculty and the student body is Chris-
tian and where the name of Christ is revered and not ridi-
-7, You can send your boy or your girl to a school
wuci1€ over ninety per cent of the student body are all of
like faith and like hope, where they have the same ideals,
where they are striving during a trying period in their lives
to live as Christian men and women should live, and where
they can receive encouragement and strength from one
another in so doing. You can send your boy or your girl
to a school where each morning they lift up their voices in
~--ise unto God, in song and in prayer in chapel, and where
each night before retiring they have a period of devotion
under the stars. You can send your boy or your girl to a
school where every member of the faculty is dedicated to
the task of building soundly upon the Christian foundation
that you as parents have laid.

Will your boy or your girl be safe at such a school? Will
their faith be strengthened rather than weakened? Of
some 20,000 ex-students of Abilene Christian College, over
90% — nine out of ten — are faithful workers in the Lord’s
vineyard today. Eight out of ten Christians who spend
four years in our State institutions and schools of like
kind either have their faith completely destroyed or so
weakened that they are lost to the cause of Christ, while
nine out of ten who have attended Abilene Christian College
have had their faith strengthened and have continued to
serve the Lord. There is no such thing as absolute safety,
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but the safety factor is so great that we must take advan-
tage of it if we possibly can.

There are two other milestones yet in the lives of your
children: when they marry and when they, too, become
parents. I am sure that as parents it is your constant
prayer that your boy marry a Christian girl, or that your
girl marry a Christian boy. They will be of spiritual
strength one to the other, and their faith will continue to
grow as they travel down life’s way together.

You have heard much in times past about campus mar-
riages, and some of that which you have heard has not
been complimentary. But tell me, what greater contribu-
tion can a school like Abilene Christian College make to your
home, or for that matter to the cause of Christ, than to
give your boy or your girl the opportunity to meet a
Christian companion, to fall in love, to marry, and to
create a Christian home? In over 4,000 of such marriages
— marriages where boy met girl on the campus of this
school — less than one half of one per cent have resulted
in divorce — over 4,000 marriages and less than twenty
divorces. If you could buy this kind of insurance for
your boy or girl, would you buy it?

Parents, you laid the Christian foundation in the heart
of your child and you built thereon, and this school and
others like it strengthened the structure. Your boy mar-
ried a Christian girl, or your girl married a Christian boy.
And now they are beginning the process all over again —
bringing up your grandchildren in the nurture and admoni-
tion of the Lord.

To me, these are the outstanding values of a Christian
school to the Christian home.
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T same philosophy which has made Abilene Chris
gr~~* thus reproduces itself over and over to contril
ta n more communities the basic qualities of citizenship
SC o.-.atly admired and so desperately needed throughout
the  rorld.

Last year in Cambridge, Massachusetts, I was delighted
to learn that three of the top four students in the Harvard
Divinity School were graduates of Abilene Christian Col-
le

next week I visited with the head of the research
division of one of America’s giant industries. He had,
bef~+2 reaching the age of forty, a department budget
rl ng into millions of dollars annually and personnel
w___ were graduate engineers and doctors of philosophy
fram +ho outstanding universities and technological in-
: 3 of America. His only degree was Bachelor of
! — ACC.
months ago I sat down with a young man, barely
- . ho is the director of industrial relations for one
of the biggest industries on the Gulf Coast and he, with
ible pride, told me that three of the superintendents
company were products of ACC. He also is an
‘aduate, and a widely recognized authority in the
management-labor relations.

From the town hall and school district to the halls of the
United States Congress, ACC graduates have been chosen
by their communities to positions of responsibility and
le " ~ship.

quality of work offered by Abilene Christian is
attested to in many ways, but perhaps most dramatically
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by the fact that every pre-medical student recommended by
Dr. Paul Witt has been accepted into medical school, with-
out a single exception.

I do not think it coincidence that about ten years ago
when the American Medical Association chose America’s
Outstanding Country Doctor, they chose a graduate of ACC.

Graduates of ACC bring to community and industry alike
a feeling of responsibility and desire to serve. They are
imbued with a faith in God, a loyalty to family, school,
church, community, and nation.

And they know that reward comes only to those who are
willing to perform an honest day’s work!
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I know that Abilene Christian College does not have to
take second place to any school in its academic standards.
The student finishing here has as good an education as
could be secured in any college offering the same courses
or curriculum. In my opinion, this high standard is pos-
gible because of two factors: One, we have a dedicated,
Christian faculty; and, two, the student has that personal
tc~h from each faculty member which is so essential to a
wou-rounded education. Can we put a price tag on a life-
time of loyalty to the church, or on a lasting marriage to a
Christian partner? Surely these are worth more than
$1200.

My experience in the business world has shown me that
there is a definite trend by employers to consider Christian
qualifications above other qualifications. Employers are
seeing that the Christian is more stable, more sober, more
dependable, and more trustworthy than the person who has
not had the advantage of such training and who does not
possess such qualifications. I am fully convinced that the
extra expense involved in sending a child to Abilene Chris-
tian College is not the major reason that more children are
not attending ACC. What are the reasons, then, why our
brethren do not take advantage of the many benefits at
Abilene Christian College? I believe the main reason is
that they are not fully aware of these extra benefits which
are derived from attending a Christian college. Some
people feel that one school is just as good as another. We
all need more education ourselves along this line, and we
need more publicity showing the advantages of a Christian
college education.

I believe that many people would be sold on the impor-
tance of a Christian environment in college if we could get
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led in the field of promoting Christian education, auu Yy
remarks and information have been based on my personal
knowledge and observation of the work done at ACC. I
am sure that what is true at ACC is also true at any one of
our several good Christian colleges.

I am a firm believer in the advantages of a Christian
education, and I believe I can prove to you just how sincere
I am by giving this personal example. I attended Abilene
Christian College for two years, and I now have a daughter,
a son, and a son-in-law enrolled here, and next year my
other daughter will enter as a freshman; this will make it
one hundred per cent. I am fully convinced that the send
ing of my children to Abilene Christian College will be the
best investment I will ever make. Christian education
does not cost; it pays.

Over 2000 years ago Socrates said, “Could I climb to the
highest place in Athens, I would lift my voice and proclaim:
Fellow citizens, why do ye turn and scrape every _:.one to
gather wealth and take so little care of your children to
whom one day you must relinquish it all?”







476 ABILENE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE LECTURES

be found only in the graduate department at Abilene Chris-
tian College.

First, I truly believe that graduate Bible study will af~
fect greatly one’s spiritual life. Without exception, I be-
lieve that one will be a better Christian after having studied
the Bible on the advanced level.

It is readily admitted that a person does not have to have
a great deal of formal training in order to be a spiritually
mature Christian. All of us know both men and women
who radiate the life of Christ in their every action, yet
have little formal education. And yet, in this complex
and ever-expanding world certain extremely valuable bles-
sings come through this type of study.

How then does this study develop one’s spiritual life?
First, because the curriculum is Bible-centered. All spirit-
ual growth has its beginning in the Bible, since it is the
sole revealer of God to whom our spiritual aspirations are
directed. True Bible study, therefore, involves not only
the minds but also the spirits of men. It yields not a shallow
“spiritualism,” but a stability of spiritual character. Peter
tells how knowledge is an indispensable link in the chain of
the spiritual qualities of self-control, steadfastness, godli-
ness, brotherly affection, and love.

Secondly, a person’s spiritual life is blessed through the
teachers of our graduate school. These men are intensely
dedicated to the task of leading their students into spirit-
ual maturity. They are not only men of academic stature
but also of spiritual stature and maturity. They are great
preachers, understanding the worth of the human soul
and the meaning of the great commission and the great
invitation of Christ. And these men are not distant and
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stilted in their relationships with their students: rather,
they personally enjoy and encourage informal association
and discussion. Often between class sessions the entire
class will reassemble around the coffee table, where teacher
and students alike will discuss current problems and chal-
lenges facing the church. In a true sense, this single
factor will make one or two years of graduate study worth-
while.

One’s fellow students provide the avenue for the third
spiritual advantage in attending graduate school. Many
of these men have already been on the mission field, taught
in a Bible chair, or spent several years in located preach-
ing. Sometimes they do not even plan to work full tim
with the church, but they take the work in order to sup-
plement and complement their training in other fields.
Such men, with like problems and interests, are great in-
spirational blessings.

The final spiritual blessing from graduate study comes
through a stress on the practical side of Christian living.
This pervades the entire program. What does it have to
do with a student’s spiritual nature? Just this — spirit-
ual growth is not an abstract idea; it must be tied to re-
ality, everyday life. To the Master, the true test of one’s
spiritual maturity is whether he actually does the things
he believes or says. This, we trust, is the stress at ACC.
The aim is that the quality of academic work given will be
a direct variable with the greatness of Christian service
rendered.

The second major point is in regard to graduate training
and a person’s life of service. Does it actually affect his
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usefulness in the kingdom? My answer is strongly in the
affirmative, for the following reasons:

First, because it “lengthens” the years of service that
one can render. As we have seen above, the associations
and studies of a graduate school accelerate spiritual ma-
turity. Thus, a person can take the responsibilities ac-
cording to mental and spiritual ¢ -, not only chronological
age. He -~ take greater respuusibilities earlier in life.
And more ...an this, his life of service should not only start
earlier, but also should last longer. With this amount of
food for thought, one should never “die on the vine!”

During class one of my teachers made this statement:
“You ought to be ashamed if you do not accomplish more
in your lifetime than we have in ours.” He was alluding
to this very factor. Not our abilities, but the blessings of
better training and longer service should make the differ-
ence.

Secondly, graduate training affects a person’s future life
of service because it secures that life of service. It warns
and protects its students from falling into religious error.
And one of the most dangerous of these errors is modern-
ism. Service to Christ ends where allegiance to Christ
ends. If one’s faith is undermined, his desire and ability
to serve is cancelled.

Modernism’s danger is recognized sometimes in the
church of today; our own youth are touched each year by
its grasp. Why is it such a great stumbling block to Chris-
tian young people? Because its appeal is intellectual — in
a way perfectly suited to the college age. It scoffs at the
resurrection, the virgin birth, the Sonship of Christ; it
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After taking my M.A. degree at ACC in Bible (with em-
phasis in the historical field), I enrolled in the Harvard
Divinity School. After one year of work, I petitioned to have
my M.A. counted as one year toward the three-year re-
quirement for the S.T.B. degree. The petition was granted.
This is the usual procedure in eastern schools for transfer-
ring work from one school to another, as is the practice
of counting an M.A. as one year toward a seminary degree.
My graduate work at ACC stood very well as one year
toward the S.T.B. (or B.D. as the degree is commonly
called). Since the M.A. and B.D. approaches represent two
different philosophies of graduate education, it is a compli-
ment that the degree work in one area transferred well into
the other setting.

In my remarks I would like to make reference to some
specific courses I had at ACC. I make mention of those
which had some special pertinence in my further graduate
work — failure to mention others is not intended as a dis-
paragement.

Brother Pack’s course in Textual Criticism was definitely
graduate level, and one of the best and most useful I had
anywhere. I never took any more textual criticism, al-
though the study interests me. The reason I did not take
any more was that the only offerings in this area beyond
what I learned from Brother Pack were intended only for
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those who planned to become specialists in textual criticism.

Brother Thomas’ course in New Testament Backgrounds
and Early Church History combined two areas that have
remained specialties with me. I had a running start in the
study of the Hellenistic world and of the early history of
the church because of the introduction received here at
ACC.

Brother LeMoine Lewis was the first man to introduce
me to the wonderful world of church history. He did so
in an enriching and stimulating course in History of Doc-
trines. I recall that he said that a person needs to go
through church history twice before the subject really
soaks in. There is a lot of truth in that statement. I
owe my going to Harvard and my delight in church histori-
cal studies to him. I also owe much of my knowledge of
church history to the fact that he carried me through the
first time.

The ACC graduate program is a good place for a young
person to ‘“try his wings,” if he has some desire to do
graduate work. We need more men who are studying on
a graduate level. We need more men to plan on college
teaching. There is a great shortage here; filling that
need can be a significant contribution to the cause of
Christ. Even if one does not plan to do more graduate
work, it is good for one to round off his college education
with a year or two of specialization in the Biblical field,
learning what it means to do really scholarly work. He
might in the process very well have his mind changed
about doing more graduate work elsewhere. The ACC
graduate program also offers a good opportunity for older
men to return to school and “fill their bucket” again
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through the refreshment and stimulation of academic work.

In relation to trying one’s wings, let me say that it is much
better to meet modern critical theories in a favorable
climate. It is better to be guided through the intellectual
problems by sympathetic hands than to be dropped sud-
denly in the cold water. I think that one of the significant
reasons higher education has been a blow to the faith of
many is an inadequate preparation for the issues which
would be met. Another contributing factor to the loss of
faith is the atmosphere in which a person is introduced to
higher criticism. It seems to me that the pressure of an
unbelieving atmosphere takes a heavier toll than any fact
which one learns. If one has already met the issues, the
atmosphere is not so overwhelming. It cannot be too
strongly emphasized that these issues must be understood
and must be met. Brother Thomas’ course in Bible Vs.
Modernism gave me perspectives, suggested approaches,
and provided a framework in which information could be
placed. This course made it possible for me to see that
many alternatives are available. This is a good approach,
for there are many things about which we do not have a
final explanation of how God works.

In relation to rounding off one’s education, I would like
to bring out the opportunity which is given for going into
new areas. Anyone with any degree of inquisitiveness and
any degree of interest in things religious is disappointed
that there isn’t time to take all of the courses which he
would like to take. The M.A. offers an opportunity for
expanding one’s horizon. One of my more practical courses
was Brother Southern’s course in Personal Counselling.
This is a course anyone expecting to minister to the needs
of people ought to have.
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I hope that it is not ungracious of me to point out some
areas where ACC graduates, and graduates of our other
Christian schools, feel their greatest weakness. In the
fields of philosophy and theology, most of our people are
poorly prepared to deal with today’s intellectual issues.
Our greatest strengths are in the Bible and languages. I
understand that some steps are being made to fill in the
gaps, but I felt, and others have, this weakness in philoso-
phical training.

Frequently someone asks what was the greatest problem
to my faith that I encountered at Harvard. My standard
answer now is ‘“driving in Boston traffic.” This is more
than a joke. The greatest problems of the Christian life
are moral, not intellectual.

I hope that the ACC graduate program inspires many to
do even more graduate work. We have a great need in the
church today for better trained leaders. It is probably
true that the average person with a B.A. in Bible from
one of our Christian colleges knows more about the Bible
and Bible-related subjects than the average B.D. from
many denominational seminaries. But he doesn’t know
as much about other things. Moreover, he is woefully un-
prepared even in Biblical subjects in comparison with the
B.D. graduate of one of the great non-denominational sem-
inaries of our country such as Harvard, Yale, Union, and
Chicago. The men who have studied at these places are
the influential leaders of thought with whom we must
compete in the next generation.

As an encouragement to doing more graduate work, let
me say that, if a person applies himself, he can make the
grades at Harvard that he makes at ACC.
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tation, and knowledge of the truth of God’s will, leading to
knowing God and Christ in the Biblical sense, has been an
impetus to learning down through the ages. It is particular-
ly fitting, therefore, in a college committed to the inspira-
tion and authority of the Word of God, that advanced
study should have an important place.

Graduate study in the United States is not old in terms
of years. Johns Hopkins University in 1876 actually began
what might be termed the first genuine effort at graduate
study in this country, although sporadic attempts had been
made earlier. The great strides have been made since the
beginning of this century in determining standards and de-
veloping the content of advanced study that has become so
prominent a feature of American college and university life.
Each year sees larger numbers of students interested in
pursuing their formal education beyond the four year
college program. The higher demands of our modern
complex world, the expanding horizons of man’s knowledge,
the desire for better equipment in doing one’s work, which
greater knowledge can bring, all contribute to make more
and more students interested in going further in their
study.

Graduate work by its very nature is selective of those
whose abilities and interests fit them for more intensive
and dedicated study. Graduate students are those with a
deeper love of learning, endeavoring to bring their knowl-
edge to bear upon problems to have a larger understanding
of them. In a Christian college there is the deep convic-
tion that all truth in whatever area is an aspect of God’s
.creation and such study shall lead one to the greater glory
.of God. All our work is bound together in one integrated
-world view, not in the confused maze of conflicting philoso-
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study which he may confront later in life. This is one of the
great advantages of graduate study. It does equip one with
the discipline and tools of intelligent research, and this is
fundamental to any later intensive study.

Graduate study places one in the stimulating environ-
ment of other individuals in small classes under the guidance
of highly trained specialists, in the surroundings of lab-
oratories and libraries, where he is challenged as never
before perhaps to do some independent meditation and
creative thinking for himself. He has at his beck and call
a faculty of experienced and dedicated persons whose
major interests are to help him in his development. Here
he is able to creatively work on areas that interest him
particularly and perhaps make a contribution to other
people’s understanding as well.

Graduate study also places the student in a position to
see how vast is the area of human learning, how much
there is to know, and how long and taxing is the discipline
of learning. It humbles him to realize the fact that no one
man knows it all, that we are dependent upon one another
in this great process. After all, no greatness can come
in the field of human learning without humility — humil-
ity before the truth.

Graduate study emphasizes that the truth must lead
rather than our forcing it. If it shatters our preconcep-
tions, and changes our thinking, dedication to the truth
means that we must follow the truth. Graduate study is
careful to search for truth, and to make sure that it is
truth that is leading us and not the imagining of our minds.
Thus in this way can we come to understand more fully the
meaningfulness of life under God and help others to this
same great understanding.
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in the United States and has lectured in Japan and the Philippine
Islands.

The content and scope of Christian education is grow-
ing and developing with the age and maturity of our col-
leges. Some of us can remember the early days of the
Christian college movement in Texas. In the early days
there was a great feeling for high school work because the
high schools in public education were not so highly or-
ganized as they are now. Then we went to junior college
work and then to senior college work, and within recent
years a number of our colleges have undertaken graduate
work in the Bible. This is a perfectly natural process, and
in the years to come we will have to strengthen every phase
of this work, including elementary education and on into
graduate work. What then are some of the values that
cculd come to us out of graduate study in the Bible?

1. The personal benefits that come to one in gaining the
tools for further work in the study of the Bible — in the
field of language, for instance. Graduate study opens up a
great new field for personal enrichment of life to one who
is interested in looking into some of the deeper phases of
the Bible and th-* application to life and to history. These
personal benefit. udd to the deepness and richness of one’s
faith. It is remarkable to note the freshness of insight
and life that many people have who have made a study of
the Bible in the original languages.

2. It will enable the preacher of the gospel to do more
effective work. We are assuming that a man has a deep and
abiding conviction of his duty £~ respon«ibility in preach-
ing the truth as it is in Christ . __us. O_. _ourse, if he does
not have this conviction and if he does not assume this re-
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sponsibility, no amount of training will ever make up for
this defect in character and in life, but given this character
and given this faith, graduate study in the Bible puts tools
in the hands of the minister that enable him to be more ef-
fective in preaching the gospel. There are those in this
audience who have heard Charles Roberson in these very
buildings give an insight into the Scriptures, not given by
many people, because of his deep and reverent scholarghip.
Dr. Roberson gave to thousands of young men out of this
institution this same great inspiration that came to him.
Since Dr. Roberson’s death, the things he stood for have
been carried on in this Bible Department, and however
small may be the student body, it is one of the great instru-
ments in our day of advancing learning and technicality for
the preacher to keep abreast of learning and scholarship.
This does not mean that the preacher is to bring into his
sermon references to his scholarship and to his ability. That
is never in good taste, but the spirit and the enthusiasm
of one who sees into the heart of a matter is the greatest
power that comes through advanced knowledge and ins™ "it.
There is a difference between an educated man and ..ae
who is not educated, and this does not mean that a man
with limited education cannot do great good, and it does not.
mean either that the man with fine technical training should
be defeated in that training in the preaching of the gospel.
These comparisons should not be made. The man who
wants to do the will of the Lord, should be given all the
tc 7. he can get to do his work effectively. It is some-
thing to make us ponder when we realize that John
Wesley came out of Oxford University. It was out of the
University of Germany that Martin Luther came. It was
out of Glasgow University that Alexander Campbell came.
It was out of the old University of Nashville that Tolbert
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Fanning came. The simple fact is that the great learning
of the world and the church has been in the hands of men
of the deepest learning and faith.

Brethren, let us not stand in the way of our young men
who would gain the tools of scholarship and thereby under-
gird our faith in things eternal. I believe the time is here
when many churches will begin to inquire how much Bible
study above an B.A. degree a man who is being sought as
a minister has had. The church will do this not I ause of
any superiority that they may feel, but because the years
will tell, and the men who have had this training will make
the greatest contribution. Sometimes brethren point out
where some man has failed after pursuing graduate work.
To be sure these instances are many. But the instances
where men ave succeeded do not get the spotlight and the
glamor of these who have failed. I think it is clearly seen
in church history that the leadership of movements that
have really affected the world have been in the hands of
men of the highest education.

3. There are so many 1 .ctical demands just now for
men of graduate training in the Bible. Our Bible chair
movement in state universities is growing, and with it will
be a growing demand for man who qualify to teach in this
field. One of the qualifications he must meet is graduate
work in the Bible. And then there is the opportunity for
the chaplaincy in the Armed Forces. They insist that men
have so many semester hours in gradu=te work in Bible.
If you travel about the world througho.. Europe and the
Far East, you will understand why our missionaries and
our workers abroad need to be men highly trained in the
graduate fields of Bible study. I am sure that many of
you have been saddened by the inadequacies exemplified by
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