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PUBLISHER’S NOTICE

The Firm Foundation Publishing House, for a number of
years, has been publishing the principal addresses in the
Abilene Christian College Lectureship during February of
each year. These volumes from year to year are added
to the principal libraries, public and private, and to indi-
viduals’ private libraries. They have become a feature and
embody some of the finest literature that is mow published
by the loyal churches of Christ.

These compositions are of igh order, prepared and deliver-
ed by outstanding men—preachers, lecturers, debaters, and
educators—among the churches of Christ.

We are sending this volume for 1952 out with confidence
that it will be received, read, and studied with a full meas-
ure of appreciation by loyal and faithful disciples of our
Lord. A large number who have, from time to time, been
buying and filing in their library these volumes, have de-
veloped a confidence and an appreciation for them and are
replete in their commendations and expressions of thankful-
ness that they have these great annuals for their library
for many years,

It may be noted that the Firm Foundation Publighing
House has in stock about one-half dozen of miscellaneous
numbers of volumes for several past years. If your library
is short on some particular year, we are probably in posi-
tion to supply it. Write us. We are gending this volume forth
with a full measure of confidence in its merit, and also with
the persuasion that it will be highly appreciated. There is
one address in this list that geveral have said is worth the
price of the entire book. Such a remark might be made
with regard to several of the addresses.

G. H. P. SHOWALTER, Publisher

Austin, Texas, May 25, 1962
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BROTHERLY LOVE

Elbridge B. Linn

Brethren and friends, I am humbly grateful for
the privilege of speaking at this lectureship on the
subject of “Brotherly Love.” My sincere feelings
for you could not be expressed in more meaningful
terms. Since the theme of this series of lectures is
“Back to the Old Paths,” it is very significant that
the subject of “Brotherly Love” was given to one of
the speakers. When one is convinced that men have
departed from the divine order of things religious, or
that they need to guard against such departure, and
raises the seriptural cry, “Back to the Old Paths,” how
appropriate it is to consider that when we walk in
them, we shall love the brethren.

We would not plead that men return to the days of
Jeremiah, nor of any of the later prophets under the
law. It is sufficient to say that should we do thus,
we should still be obligated by the command “love thy
neighbor as thyself” (Lev. 19:18). Likewise, our re-
sponsibilities as brethren to others even under the
Old Covenant would be many. Moreover, those who
were the nations round about Israel had largely for-
gotten the “brotherly covenant,” even as the prophet
Amos condemned Tyre (Amos 1:9); and also pro-
nounced divine retribution upon Edom, saying, “Thus
saith Jehovah: For three transgressions of Edom, yea,
for four, I will not turn away the punishment there-
of ; because he did pursue his brother with the sword,
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and did cast off all pity, and his anger did tear per-
petually, and he kept his wrath forever” (Amos 1:
11).

A return to “The old paths” definitely demands a
return to Christ and his way of living, to the church
of the New Testament, and to the will of God as re-
vealed in the New Covenant. Christians are regulated
by the word of God in the New Testament. To no
other authority do we have recourse. The New Cove-
nant alone is sufficient, and to no other book do we
expect to appeal.

During the earthly ministry of Christ, his disciples,
who later became apostles, were taught the absolute
importance of brotherly love. In the setting of the
last supper, Jesus taught the eleven disciples, for
Judas had already gone out into the night, saying: “A
new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one
another; even as I have loved you, that ye also love
one another. By this shall all men know that ye are
my disciples, if ye have love one to another” (John
13:34, 35). Thus, Christ made love the badge of dis-
cipleship.

Years later, the apostle John wrote: “He that saith
he is in the light and hateth his brother, is in the
darkness even until now. He that loveth his brother
abideth in the light, and there is no occasion of stum-
bling in him. But he that hateth his brother is in the
darkness, and walketh in the darkness, and knoweth
not whither he goeth, because the darkness hath
blinded his eyes (1 John 2:8-11). Also, “in this the
children of God are manifest, and the children of
the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not
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of God, neither he that loveth not his brother. For
this is the message which ye heard from the begin-
ning, that we should love one another: not as Cain
was of the evil one, and slew his brother . . . We
know that we have passed out of death into life, be-
cause we love the brethren. He that loveth not
abideth in death. Whosoever hateth his brother is
a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eter-
nal life abiding in him. Hereby we love, because he
laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down
our lives for the brethren. But whoso hath this world’s
goods, and beholdeth his brother in need, and shutteth
up his compassion from him, how doth the love of
God abide in him? My little children, let us not love
in word, neither with the tongue; but in deed and
truth” (1 John 3:10-18). And then, “Beloved, let us
love one another: for love is of God; and every one
that loveth is begotten of God, and knoweth God. He
that loveth not knoweth not God, for God is love . . .
Beloved, if God so love us, we also ought to love one
another . . . If a man say, I love God, and hateth his
brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother
whom he hath seen, cannot love God whom he hath
not seen. And this commandment have we from him,
that who loveth God love his brother also” (1 John 4:7,
g8, 11, 20, 21).

Are our hearts left hard and untouched by the
tendering truth of these words of scripture? Do we
think we can get by in a denial of the goodness of
God by brotherly unkindness? Whoever he may be,
he ignores the commandment of our Lord who does
not love his brother. He is stumbling in the dark-
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ness, is yet a child of the devil, remaineth in death
to righteousness, knoweth not God and is not begotten
of him, who loveth not his brother.

The unbeliever is in a state of condemnation. The
impenitent has not turned to God. The unbaptized
has never been buried with his Lord by baptism into
death, and raised to walk in newness of life. The
believer who lives and worships after a thus saith
man, and not a “thus saith the Lord” is in doctrinal
error. Equally condemned by the truth along with
these is the church member who is without brotherly
love! The word of God is at this point very explicit.

Because of the emphasis made in all of God’s teach-
ing with regard to our brotherly responsibilities, Paul
wrote the Thessalonians: “But concerning love of the
brethren ye have no need that one write unto you:
for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one an-
other” (1 Thess. 4:9). Through Paul’s instruction
the Colossian brethren had love “toward all the saints”
(Col. 1:4). Peter likewise admonished all Christians,
especially the elect of the Dispersion: “Seeing ye have
purified your souls in your obedience to the truth unto
unfeigned love of the brethren, love one another from
the heart fervently” (1 Peter 1:22). To the Romans,
Paul gave exhortation: “Owe no man anything save
to love one another: for he that loveth his neighbor
hath fulfilled the law” (Rom. 13:8).

We do owe the brethren love. Our responsibilities
toward them are measured by this tender regard.
Our attitudes toward and our deeds on behalf of oth-
ers in Christ must be in harmony with the divine
principle of love.
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Brotherly Love Is Expressed In Forgiveness

Man’s deepest need from man is forgiveness, just as
it is also his greatest blessing from God. Jesus knew
that in all of our human relationships that we would
sin against others and others would sin against us.
Of course, this unpleasant truth grieves us as Chris-
tians, but face it we must. Jesus said to his disciples:
“Take heed to yourselves: if thy brother sin, rebuke
him; and if he repent, forgive him” (Luke 17:3).

The innate unwillingness of even Christians to for-
give is then rebuked by Jesus. Peter’s question to
him expresses the carnality of men: ‘“Lord, how oft
shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him?
until seven times? Jesus saith unto him, I say not
unto thee, Until seven times; but, until seventy times
seven” (Matt. 18:21, 22). Here in Peter’s words we
see illustrated the perversity of human nature. It might
be all right to forgive once or twice, but the average
person would be pretty well tired out by the time he
forgave seven times. No doubt Peter used the num-
ber seven to mean perfection or completeness, after
common Hebrew usage. But Jesus abolished for all
time the tabulating system of forgiveness in saying:
“I say not unto thee, Until seven times; but, Until
seventy times seven.” Our Lord thus has taught us
that forgiveness has no limitations. For, in the follow-
ing parable of the king and his two servant debtors,
(Matt. 18:23-34), Jesus emphasized the truth in par-
able that God has forgiven all of our many sins
against him. Therefore, we ought to forgive the few
sins that our brother has committed against us! (Note
18:35).
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Restoration of the offender and reconciliation with
the offended are included in forgiveness, wherever
possible. “And if thy brother sin against thee, go,
show him his fault between thee and him alone: and
if he hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But
if he hear thee not, take with thee one or two more,
that at the mouth of two witnesses or three every
word may be established. And if he refuse to hear
them, tell it unto the church: and if he refuse to hear
the church also, let him be unto thee as the Gentile
and the publican” (Matthew 18:15-17). What tragic
dissensions have there been in the church, which would
have been stilled before they erupted, had brethren
followed the teaching of Christ. How long have breth-
ren carried on their bitter quarrels, which never could
have lasted had they listened to the words of Jesus!
This teaching bound upon us by the apostles of Christ
was, as some other teaching given by our Lord during
his public ministry, to be followed by his church,
beginning on the day of Pentecost.

Our pardon of the offences of others will certainly
result in our prayers for them. The Lord’s followers
are to pray for their persecuters (Matt. 5:44). How
much rather will they intercede on behalf even of sin-
ning brethren! “If any man see his brother sin-
ning a sin not unto death, he shall ask, and God will
give him life for them that sin not unto death. There
is a sin death: not concerning this do I say that he
should make request” (1 John 5:16). As long as
your brother lives, pray for him. Pray God’s blessings
upon his work of faith, labor of love, and patience
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of hope. And, when he sins, pray that Jehovah will
give him life yet that he may repent! ’

One’s love for a brother in Christ will constrain him,
though even as the offender, to seek the offended. “If
therefore thou art offering thy gift at the altar, and
there rememberest that thy brother hath aught against
thee, leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy
way, first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come
and offer thy gift” (Matt. 5:23, 24). While Christ
spoke to those under the law, the principle remains
the same today. How salutary would be the applica-
tion!

Brotherly love, then, is seen in forgiveness, restora-
tion and reconciliation, and in prayer for one another.

Brotherly Love Tempers Judgment

Probably, there is no weakness more general among
Christians than fault-finding. In the Sermon on the
Mount Christ dealt with this human fault as follows:
“Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what
judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what
measure ye mete, it shall be measured unto you. And
why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother’s
eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine
own eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let
me cast out the mote out of thine eye; and lo, the beam
is in thine own eye. Cast first the beam
out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly
to cast out the mote out of thy brother’s eye” (Matt.
7:1-5). Christ is not here forbidding judgments by
the civil courts, nor by the church on evil within, nor
even that private appraisal of the character of another.
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He advised men, “Judge not according to appearance,
but judge righteous judgment” (John 7:24). He also
laid down the axiom that a tree is judged by its fruit
(Matt. 7:17) and a man by his words (Matt. 12:35).
That which Christ forbade was “judging’” all right,
but the context definitely establishes the condemna-
tion of Christ as against fault-finding, harsh criticism,
censoriousness, a carping attitude, caviling, or hypo-
critical hypercriticism. Criticism may be constructive,
in eliminatng weakness, suggesting improvements, and
ensuring success. Such a critic is a friend. All of us
should yearn for the wisdom to thus counsel, even as
Disraeli said of another: “He wreathed the rod of
criticism with roses.”

Jesus said that he was a hypocrite who tried to pick
the “mote” out of his brother’s eye, while he still had
a “beam’” in his own eye! Life would be a perpetual
flea-hunt, if one was compelled to trace down all the
little mean, unjust criticisms made against him. But
how much lower is the vocation of him who is a fault-
picker, who goes about seeing only the vices of men
and never their virtues! They practice seeing only
what is wrong with others (they think) until they
are blind to their own weaknesses. For such obvious
inconsistency the Lord had but one word: Hypocrite!
Surely he is a hyprocrite who insists on removing a
splinter from his brother’s eye, while he has a tele-
graph pole in his own. Such an one does not want
to be his brother’s keeper; he would prefer to be his

“brother’s judge!
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“Judge not! the workings of his brain
And of his heart thou canst not see;
What to thy dim eyes may seem a stain,
Tn God’s pure light may only be a scar,
Brought from some well-won field
Where thou would’st only faint and yield!”

“But thou, why dost thou judge thy brother? or thou
again, why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for
we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God”
“Tet us not therefore judge one another any more:
but judge ye this rather, that no man put a stumbling-
block in his brother’s way, or an occasion of falling”
(Rom. 14:10, 13).

Brotherly Love Is Considerate of Others

We must consider others. Our words, the deeds of
our lives, as related to others, are as the threads of a
garment knitted together. This is the very illustra-
tion used in the Seriptures. Christians are said to
be “knit together in love” (Col. 2:2). I am not chiefly
considering the courtesy and gratitude which we ought
to express toward one another, even though they
should not be neglected. Rather, there are brethren
who are babes in Christ, who are deficient in knowl-
edege, who are weak in the faith. Paul proved by
his own example, that, rather than judging the breth-
ren, he carefully scrutinized his own life, lest he put
a stumblingblock in his brother’s way, or an occasion
of falling. There were weak brethren then, and there
are weak brethren now. Then, meat offered to heathen
gods in pagan temples was a stumblingblock to weak
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Christians, who had just been rescued from paganism.
While by no means, did all Christians consider an
idol the same, yet, those who were weak were wounded
in conscience in seeing those who were stronger spirit-
ually eat meat which had been sacrificed to an idol.
Then, Paul wrote in 1 Cor. 8:11-13: “For through thy
knowledge he that is weak perisheth, the brother for
whose sake Christ died. And thus, sinning against
the brethren, and wounding their consicience when
it is weak, ye sin against Christ. Wherefore, if meat
causeth my brother to stumble, I will eat no flesh
forevermore, that I cause not my brother to stumble.”

The danger of unrestrained indulgence of the Chris-
tian’s liberty, may be avoided by following Christ’s
example (Phil. 2:5-7). With a self-sacrificing dis-
position and an affectionate attitude, we should strive
for the well-being of every Christian, however, ignorant
or weak he may be, teaching him, of course, at the
same time. After citing the example of Christ, Paul
admonished the Roman brethren: “Now we that are
strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and
not to please ourslves. Let each one of us please his
neighbor for that which is good, unto edifying’”’ (Rom.
115:1, 2). In making application of this principle,
one must remember (1) that it refers to things in
themselves indifferent. It is not a question of the
truth of the Gospel, nor of the basic Christian life.
Where true Christian liberty was endangered, Paul
refused to yield (Gal. 2:3-5). (2) Each Christian is
to be the judge of how this course of action is to be
followed in certain circumstances, as for example, the
manner of one’s behavior on the Lord’s Day, or the
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relations of Christians to some public amusements.
Expediency may be a far cry from liberty.

Love of the brethren will constrain us to encourage
“the fainthearted, support the weak, be longsuffer-
ing toward all” (1 Thess. 5:14), “forbearing one an-
other in love” (Eph. 4:3).

Brotherly Love Exercises Sympathy

“TIn love of the brethren be tenderly affectioned one
to another” (Rom. 12:10). “Weep with them that
weep” wrote Paul. This is sympathy. It may be
eagier to sympathize with one when his tears bathe
his cheeks, than to rejoice with one on whom “good
fortune” has smiled. But the whole verse reads: “Re-
joice with them that rejoice; weep with them that
weep” (Rom. 12:15).

There was a time when Christians were persecuted
for their faith. Some of them suffered almost un-
mentionable injuries. When the Hebrew writer had
exhorted: “Let love of the brethren continue,” he
added for the sake of those who were persecuted be-
cause they loved Christ, “Remember them that are in
bonds, as bound with them; them that are ill-treated,
as being yourselves also in the body” (Heb. 13:1, 3).
Brethren, do you love enough to do that?

T stepped to the information desk of a certain hos-
pital, to intercede for a young wife whose husband
lay at that moment in a room above us, at the very
point of death. Mine was a simple request. The
folded cot under my arm suggested that the wife
desired to be at her husband’s side through the night,
trembling at his every labored breath, lovingly wiping
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away the sweat of death from his face, and then per-
haps to sink exhausted on the cot herself.

The nurse’s terse reply was, “No, it’'s against the
rules!”

She had scarcely uttered the words when the young
woman stepped before her, and whispered her plea in
words that would break your heart: “Please, they say
Billy may die tonight!”

The request was granted. Why? Who knows?
Sympathy? Yes, it might have been. The nurse may
have remembered the last hours of a husband, or of
a friend, or of her own little girl. Whatever her rea-
son, I know that my brethren will exercise brotherly
love so that they may “rejoice with them that rejoice;
and weep with them that weep.”

Brotherly Love Produces Kindness

The word of God instructs us to “add to your faith

. . brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness
charity (love)” (2 Peter 1:5-7). We are reminded
in 1 Cor. 13 that “love . .. is kind” (vs. 4). Brethren,
it is not a sign of weakness to be kind, but of strength.
Unkindness is weakness, because God is love and all-
powerful. We have already been admonished, “My
little children, let us not love in word, neither with
the tongue, but in deed and truth” (1 John 3:18).
To be sure, there is today too much palaver and not
enough performance. Being kind is not to be con-
fused with being ‘“mealy-mouthed.” It is to “speak
the truth in love.” But never forget that brotherly
love induces kindness of speech.

Gossip, slander, and tale-bearing are not kind. Per-
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haps one of the cruelest inflictions of pain upon man
is to burn away his reputation and to sear his soul
in the fire started by a tongue that is devil-kindled
and hell-lighted. Many persons, without realizing it,
have played gossip’s game, and have thereby become
unpaid devil’s messengers, bearing about infernal mes-
sages. -

Titus cautioned the brethren “to speak evil of no
man’’ (3:2), although Paul later warned the brethren
to refuse a factious “man after a first and second
admonition” (3:10). It is plain then that Paul dis-
tinguished here, as well as elsewhere, between speak-
ing of a man’s evil, and speaking evil of a man!
Brotherly love will keep you from speaking evil of
another, guarding that your words should be without
intent, even when they deplore another man’s evil.

Hear God speak to you: “Bless them that persecute
you, bless, and curse not” (Rom. 12:14). “Speak not
one against another, brethren. He that speaketh
against a brother, or judgeth his brother, speaketh
against the law . . » (James 4:11). “Finally, be ye
all likeminded, compassionate, loving as brethren,
tenderhearted, humbleminded: not rendering evil for
evil, or reviling for reviling ; but contrariwise blessing;
for hereunto were ye called, that ye should inherit a
blessing” (1 Peter 3:8, 9). In the light of these serip-
tures, does not the kindness of brotherly love sug-
gest to you that it would be far better if you could
just FORGET much of that which you have heard,
and read?
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“If you see a strong fellow, ahead of the crowd,
A leader of men, marching fearless, unbowed,
And you know of a tale whose mere telling aloud
Would cause that fair head in anguish to be bowed,
It’s a pretty good plan to forget it!

If you know of anything that would darken the
joy

Of a man or a woman, a girl or a boy,

That would wipe out a smile, or in the least way
annoy

A fellow, or cause any gladness to cloy,

It’s a pretty good plan to forget it!

If you know of a thing, Jjust the least little sin,
Whose telling would cause a laugh or a grin
On a fellow you didn’t like—

For his sake keep it in!

Don’t be a knocker; right here stick a pin—
It’s a pretty good plan to forget it!

Brotherly Love Fosters Peace

Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren
to dwell together in unity! (Psa. 133:1). The Chris-
tian is urged to “seek peace, and pursue it” (1 Pet.
3:11). There is a mistaken notion among some
brethren today that Christian love should seek peace
at any price. God’s word has not so taught. Instead,
“the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then
peaceable” (James 3:17).

Many persons have made the mistake of assuming
that our first spiritual objective is unity, and the
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peace which ensues. Some have even charged that
those are without love who do not seek peace first.
But God’s word affirms that our primary objective
should be to do his will. When we have a common
faith, the result will be unity, and the product of
brotherly love: Peace. Hence, Paul wrote: “I there-
fore, the prisoner in the Lord beseech you to walk
worthily of the calling wherewith ye were called, with
all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, for-
bearing one another in love; giving diligence to keep
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is
one body, and one Spirit, even as also ye were called in
one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one bap-
tism, one God and Father of all, who is over all, and
through all, and in all” (Eph. 4:1-6).

When we have all been baptized by the one baptism
of the one faith, we shall be brethren, members of the
one body, and should exercise brotherly love to keep
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

God’s children are peacemakers (Matt. 5:9), and
should endeavor, “if it be possible, as much as in you
lieth, (to) be at peace with all men” (Rom. 12:18).
The children of God are taught: “Avenge not your-
selves, beloved, but give place unto the wrath of God:
for it is written: Vengeance belongeth unto me; I will
recompense, saith the Lord. But if thine enemy hunger,
feed him; if he thirst, give him to drink: for in so do-
ing thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head. Be
not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good”
(Rom. 12:19-21).

Brethren who cannot control their anger are warned,
lest it be the means of destroying their souls: “Ye have
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heard that it was said to them of old time, Thou shalf
not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger
of the judgment: but I say unto you that every one
who is angry with his brother shall be in danger of
the judgment; and whosoever shall say to his brother,
Raca, shall be in danger of the council; and whoso-
ever shall say, Thou fool, shall be danger of the hell
of fire” (Matt. 5:21, 22),

Let no Christian seek self-justification before the
church, nor vengeance upon another, forgetting the
divinely appointed obligations of brothery love. It is
possibly true that the Christian may have no greater
enemy than the consuming passion of anger. “So
then let us follow after things which make for peace,
and things whereby we may edify one another” (Rom.
14:19).

Brotherly Love Is Seen In Service

How we need one another! This is true in material
matters. A fundamental principle of the faith is:
“remember the poor” (Gal. 2:10). Faithful and lov-
ing brethren have always been zealous so to do. The
exhortation from God: “So then, as we have opportu-
nity, let us work that which is good toward all men,
and especially toward them that are of the house-
hold of the faith” (Gal. 6:10), is remembered well to-
day, as Christians care for the poor, the widow, the
orphan, and the infirm. Brethren sometimes speak
and write of their benevolent work. Let us follow
the teaching: “For ye, brethren, were called for free-
dom; only use not your freedom for an occasion to
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the flesh, but through love be servants one to another”
(Gal. 5:13).

Lest any man think this unimportant, the judg-
ment scene graphically portrayed in the words of
Christ himself (Matt. 25:31-46) emphasizes the eter-
nal importance of ministering to the hungry and
thirsty, of being hospitable to strangers, of clothing
the naked, and of visiting the sick, even those sick
brethren in prison! I have heard of some of these
ministrations being neglected, even today, but in the
judgment day the Lord will not hold them guiltless,
who have thus neglected their brethren, even the least
among them. “Inasmuch as ye did it not unto ome
of these least, ye did it not unto me” (Matt. 25:45).
How tragic will be the endless doom of Christians
who did not exercise brotherly love in service, only
to learn that they also failed to minister to Christ!
The attitude of some is expressed in the words of
James: “If a brother or sister be naked and in lack
of daily food, and one of you say unto them, Go in
peace, be ye warmed and filled; and yet ye give them
not the things needful to the body; what doth it pro-
fit?” (Jas. 2:15, 16). Divine appraisal of such action,
with condemnation, is in the next verse: “Even so
faith, if it have not works, is dead in itself.”

Brethren likewise need spiritual assistance. “Breth-
ren, even if a man be overtaken in any trespass, ye who
are spiritual, restore such an one in a spirit of gentle-
ness; looking to thyself, lest thou also be tempted”’
(Gal. 6:1). We should encourage the fainthearted,
support the weak, longsuffering toward all, and exhort
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faithful and unfaithful. “Let us consider one another
to provoke unto love and good works” (Heb. 10:24).
May we remember that we fulfill the law of Christ
by bearing one another’s burdens (Gal. 6:2).

An outstanding New Testament example of ingist-
ence that a Christian give spiritual assistance to a
brother is given by Paul, who, in writing to Philemon
instructed him that his former runaway slave, Onesi-
mus, had been converted to Christ, and was being re-
turned to Philemon, whose responsibility it was to ac-
cept and help him as a brother beloved in the Lord.
(Philemon).

Brotherly Love Honors The Deserving

The New Testament commands: “Honor all men.
Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king” (1
Peter 2:17). Paul instructed the Roman Christians:
“Render to all their dues: . . . honor to whom honor”
(Rom. 13:7). And also, “In love of the brethren be
tenderly affectioned one to another; in honor prefer-
ring one another” (Rom. 12:10).

It should be noted that this use of the word ‘“hon-
or” means “respect, esteem.” Respect is due men in
varying degrees, of course, and is to be shown in vary-
ing ways. This is a sound rule: “Respect the respect-
able; pity the despicable.”

Even today, and certainly as the church grows
stronger, it will be increasingly necessary to guard
against the formation of classes in the church. It
would be so easy to capitalize the words “Church Of-
ficers, Ministers, Elders, Deacons,” as distinguished
from (the lower case) “laymen,” and as distinguished
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from “the common herd” of “Christians” who are
simply trying to serve acceptably the Lord. The
brethren are careful in general; but due to the frail-
ties of egotism and ambition, we must in this area
be alert watchmen on the walls of Zion!

Nevertheless, there have been, are, and will be men
and women in the church who deserve our loving
esteem. Elders, deacons, preachers, various members
of the church deserve honor. Who could withhold
grateful esteem and lifelong respect from certain
teachers, and others, connected with Abilene Chris-
tian College, and similar schools? How I do honor
the brethren of the Highland Church of Christ for
their love and courage in the willingness to oversee
the work of the «Herald of Truth,” a nationwide ra-
dio broadcast! All connected with it, all supporting
it with their prayers and gifts, deserve honor for
their works’ sake!

The example of the apostle Paul serves to instruect
us. All who know his epistles have been struck with
the force of his grateful esteem for so many, some of
whom he names. He spoke of Timothy as “the broth-
er whose praise in the gospel” had “gpread through
all the churches” (2 Cor. 8:18). Titus was honored
and the brethren with him, who, as “the messengers
of the churches” were called “the glory of Christ”
(2 Cor. 8:23). While Paul himself recommended hu-
mility always, he also urged: “But we beseech you,
brethren, to know them that labor among you, and
over you in the Lord, and admonish you; and to esteem
them exceeding highly in love for their work’s sake”
(1 Thess. 5:12, 13).
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In view of the following Scriptures, how do certain
terms which some Christians apply to others, includ-
ing elders and evangelists, sound in your ears? Name
callers will do well to remember that their very ac-
tions betray a weakness within them, not to mention
the fact that they pursue a course diametrically op-
posed to the will of God. Those who hurl invective
and use vitriolic language against brethren, beware!
repent! and do the will of God!

It would be amusing, were it not so tragic, to re-
late the blunders of otherwise well-meaning people
when they felt it necessary to honor someone. The
results were almost as bad as that related by the
apostle James (2:1-9). He has condemned gin, and
we should not forget it!

Brotherly Love Administers Rebuke

Lest anyone misunderstand, and fear that T have
been pleading for a moratorium on correction of the
erring, or even on religious discussion, I quote the
words of Christ: “If thy brother sin, rebuke him.”
And also, Paul’s Spirit-guided exhortation: “Preach
the word; be urgent in season, out of season; reprove,
rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching”’
(2 Tim. 4:2). No man dare plead for anything else
who respects the teaching of God’s word. The dis-
cussion from the pulpit, in religious papers, and ev-
erywhere, of living issues before the church is to be
encouraged and not discouraged. Of course, I am talk-
ing to brethren who have the good sense, and the
spirituality, to make proper application of other por-
tions of God’s word, too.
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God’s word protects God’s church, when men will
be ruled by that word! Directions are given in 1 Tim-
othy 5:19, 20, to protect elders from false accusa-
tions, and to protect God’s people from false elders,
and from their sins. The church is the flock of God
which is to be preserved from wolves in sheep’s cloth-
ing. God’s flock is not to be fleeced by hireling shep-
herds! False teachers are to be “marked” and turned
away from (Rom. 16:17). The disorderly are to be
withdrawn from (2 Thess. 3:6, 14, 15), while faithful
Christians are not to “keep company” with the im-
moral and unspiritual brother (1 Cor. 5:11).

Conclusion

Men can grow in brotherly love. Paul admonished
the brethren to “abound more and more” (1 Thess.
4:10). John, once a “son of thunder” grew in love.
Many have done likewise.

With no trepidation do we face the future. Brethren
will love each other. The tornado of hatred cannot
destroy the church. True, its winds may blow & lit-
tle, but the “foundation of God standeth sure” (2 Tim.
1:19).

The church marches ahead. It is a kingdom which
cannot be moved (Heb. 12:28). God’s people will
win becauge they live better and love more gincerely.
«] ot love of the brethren continue” (Heb. 18:1).



THE PROGRESS WE HAVE MADE

Joseph W. White

“Then opened he their minds, that they might un-
derstand the Scriptures; and he said unto them, thus
it is written, that the Christ should suffer, and rise
again from the dead the third day; and that repent-
ance and remission of sins should be preached in his
name unto all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem”
(Luke 24:45-47).

“They therefore, when they were come together,
asked him, saying, Lord, dost thou at this time re-
store the kingdom to Israel? And he said unto them,
It is not for you to know times or seasons, which the
Father has set within his own authority. But ye
shall receive power, when the Holy Spirit is come upon
you: and ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and unto the uttermost

part of the earth” (Acts 1:6-8).

' “They then that received his word were baptized:
and there were added unto them in that day about
three thousand souls” (Acts 2:41).

“And day by day, continuing steadfastly with one
accord in the temple, and breaking bread at home,
they took their food with gladness and singleness of
heart, praising God, and having favor with all the
people. And the Lord added to them day by day those
that were saved” (Acts 2:46, 47).

“But many of them that heard the word believed ;
and the number of the men came to be about five
thousand” (Acts 4:4).
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“And believers were the more added to the Lord,
multitudes both of men and women” (Acts 5:14).

«“And the word of God increased; and the number
of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem exceedingly ;
and a great company of the priests were obedient to
the faith” (Acts 6:7).

For a century and a half, an ever-increasing num-
ber of persons have been vitally concerned with the
restoration of New Testament Christianity. The call,
“Back to the old paths,” is not a new one. But there
is an ever-present danger that we may stray into new
and more inviting ways. Every generation needs to re-
examine itself. I am happy that I have been assigned
the topic: “The Progress We Have Made.” Let us
take stock and see whether, and how much, we have
progressed.

Four or five years ago, some of our British breth-
ren published a booklet of addresses with this title:
“Forward—Back to Jerusalem.” T take it that the as-
signment of this subject had that kind of progress in
mind, for any “progress” which does not take us back
to Jerusalem is the wrong sort of progress. Desirable
growth must lead us: “. . . unto the building up of
the body of Christ: till we all attain unto the unity of
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
unto a fullgrown man, unto the measure of the stature
of the fullness of Christ that we . .. may grow in all
things into him” (Eph. 4:12-15). Progress in that
direction “maketh the increase of the body unto the
building up of itself.”

Seriptural growth is not simply enlargement; not
mere expansion. Several months ago in The Horizon,
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published monthly by Abilene Christian College, Broth-
er Morris made this statement, “Expansion is an in-
crease in size; growth is an increase in stature.” Cer-
tainly no one can dispute the fact that churches of
Christ have grown in size and in number. The point
with which we are concerned is whether in that in-
crease in number we have merely increased in size,
or we have grown, that is, increased in stature; wheth-
er we have progressed, that is, moved forward—‘for-
ward—>back to Jerusalem.”

All around us we hear cries that we are drifting,
That some have drifted, there can be no doubt. In
the early days of the restoration movement the growth
was tremendous. Multitudes of persons came “back to
the old paths.” Whole congregations changed their
status from denominationalism to New Testament
Christianity. Indeed, entire regional associations of
congregations did so. One great leader became so en-
thusiastic that he renamed his periodical, “The Millen-
nial Harbinger.” Not, it may be said, to give aid and
comfort to speculative theories, but because he be-
lieved that a great age of gospel glory was being ush-
ered in.

Statistics gave some grounds for such a conviction.
In the census taken in 1850, what was known as the
Disciples of Christ was the fourth ranking church in
the nation. In the decade from 1850 to 1860 it grew
far more rapidly than any other group. However,
with the dissensions which began chiefly after the
Civil War, starting from opposition to the first mis-
sionary society which was organized in 1849, and an
even more intense opposition to instrumental music
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which was first introduced in a few churches in the
1860’s, the body of Christ was gradually split into two
distinct groups. In 1906, for the first time, churches
of Christ were listed as a separate group in the cen-
sus, and since that time have been treated in those re-
ports as a distinct body.

In the forty-six years that have elapsed, have the
innovators been progressive and the remainder of us
non-progressive?

Some years ago, a preacher excitedly said to the
noted Henry Van Dyke: “Dr. Van Dyke, Christianity
is at a crisis!” Calmly, Van Dyke replied: “Christiani-
ty is always at a crisis.” Granting the truth of that
statement, how have we met our crises for the past
forty-six years? Many voices have been pessimistic.
Listen to this statement regarding conditions in gen-
eral:

Referring to a well-known magazine, a Christian
journal says that it “has printed in recent issues some
interesting facts concerning the general decline in
church attendance in modern times. It is evident that
all churches are passing through a period of unusual
dullness. As a whole, they are making progress, but
slowly. In general, it has shown so little interest in
industrial conditions, the causes and the iniquity of
the unequal distribution of wealth, and so little con-
cern for the needs of the struggling masses, but these
masses have concluded that the church cares little for
them.”

A quotation was then given from a Cleveland, Ohio
paper in which it was stated that, “At the regular,
meeting of the Cleveland Presbytery today the ques-
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tion of how to counteract the influences which are
decreasing the attendance at the churches represented
was discussed. A number of the most eminent min-
isters declared that they had for some time sought to
increase the attendance by means of sermons upon
subjects of popular interest. This they all said proved
effectual for a time, but had ceased to accomplish its
object. What to do next was the question. The Pres-
bytery decided to consider it during a season of fast-
ing and prayer to last from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., behind
locked doors.”

Our own religious journal commented: “To put the
case plainly, the average fashionable church of mod-
ern times does not offer ‘the struggling masses’ any-
thing much which they cannot get without attending
the churches. The world has its entertainment bu-
reaus, with their orchestras, oratorios, cantatas, and
operas, high and low; their theaters, concert halls,
musicals, and every other variety of entertainment
the carnal appetite calls for; and when the churches
‘enter the lists’ to compete for patronage in the score
of entertainment, they need not be surprised if they
are hopelessly left in the race.”

One of our older brethren wrote the following: “T
have been in the evangelistic field for 33 years, and
of course I have seen the church of our blessed Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ in her day of unity and power,
and I have seen her in her division and weakness. I
have seen her go forth clear as the sun, fair as the
moon, and terrible as an army with banners. I saw
her when the denominations combined against her;
when they put forth their strongest men to meet our
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ministers on the field of public discussion. I saw her
glorious sons, mighty men of valor, stand forth as one
man, heart to heart and hand in hand in her defense,
presenting such a solid front that, like the Austrian
phalanx, place for attack was nowhere to be found.
Brethren of the North and South, East and West were
perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the
same judgment. During this glorious time of unity
and brotherly love, many consecrated men from all
the walks of life, waxing bold, took their Bibles and
without purse or script, carried the good news into
almost every nook and corner of this fair land. On
every hill and from every valley, by every stream
and rivulet, every town and village, the Bible was
held up to the people as man’s only infallible guide in
the religion of Christ. Their motto was ‘Where the
Bible speaks, we will speak; where the Bible is silent,
we will be silent. It was no wonder that under this
teaching congregations multiplied and increased in
numbers and influence throughout the country. But
how is it now? Division, strife, animosity, hatred, im-
mulation, and every evil work. The results are loss
of influence, loss of spiritual power, stagnation, and
death.”

Listen to another quotation: “Upon the whole, the
outlook is not flattering, and it seems to me there is
less active, aggressive feeling manifested by God’s peo-
ple than I have ever observed before. There is a
lethargy observable and a lukewarmness manifested
which is simply appalling.’

Here is still another: “Christianity has been rapidly
declining. Bible institutes, Bible colleges, and lecture
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seasons have not prevailed to stop the decline of pure
Christianity and genuine, saving piety and devotion
. . . The world is farther away from God today than
it was twenty years ago . . . The only remedy for
this terrible evil is a return to the ‘old paths.” ”

Are these statements accurate appraisals of our
present situation? Are they warnings to which we
would do well to take heed? All of these quotations
were taken from the Gospel Advocate. The first ap-
peared in the issue of January 3, 1901; the second,
February 20, 1902; the third, June 15, 1899; the last,
January 3, 1901.

Now in repeating these quotations, the chief point
is this: fifty years ago our brethren were looking back
to the “good old days” of twenty years before. If time
permitted, the same things could be quoted from
journals printed in 1880. All of them have the same
refrain: “the church cannot hold its young people,”
“people no longer read the Bible,” “church attendance
is declining,” and even, “preachers do not preach
first principles like they formerly did.”” All of them
look back to a golden age which never existed. Often-
times, as we grow older, we lose perspective, and like
Elijah of old, we declare: “I have been very jealous
for Jehovah, the God of hosts; and I, even I only, am
left.” All of us, as we grow older are inclined to feel
like the man who reently said:

“Everything is farther than it used to be. It’s twice
as far from my house to the station now, and they’ve
added a hill that I've just noticed. The trains leave
sooner, too, but I've given up running for them be-
cause they go faster than they used to.
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“Seems to me they are making staircases steeper
than in the old days. The rigers are higher and there
are more of them, because T've noticed it’s harder to
make two at a time. It’s all one can do to make one
step at a time.

“Have you noticed the small print they are using
lately? I have to squint to make out the news. Ireally
don’t need glasses but it’s the only way I can find out
what’s going on, unless some one reads aloud to me,
and that isn’t much help because everyone seems to
speak in such a low voice I can scarcely hear them.

“Tven the weather is changing. It’s getting colder
in the winter and snow is much heavier than it used
to be. The rain is wetter too. I wear rubbers here
of late. And I guess the way they build windows now
makes drafts more severe.

“People are changing too. For one thing, they are
younger than they used to be when T was their age.
On the other hand, though, people my own age are
much older than I am. I realize that my generation
is approaching middle age (to me that is roughly
between 20 and 101) but there is no reason for my
classmates tottering blissfully into senility.

“1 ran into my roommate the other night and he had
changed so much that he didn’t recognize me.” “You
put on a little weight, Bob,” I said. “It’s this modern
food,” Bob replied. “It seems to be more fattening.”

“I got to thinking about poor old Bob this morn-
ing while I was shaving. Stopping a moment, T looked
at my own reflection in the mirror. They don’t use
the same kind of glass in the mirrors any more.”

What are the facts with regard to the good old days?
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Were they as good as we imagine? Insofar as churches
in general are concerned statistics show otherwise.
55.6 per cent of the population of the United States
were on church rolls of one religious group or another
in 1950. In 1900, only 84.7 per cent belonged to some
religious body. In the fifty years intervening, the
rise from one in three to more than one out of two
has been steady. In spite of the stories we hear of
abandoned church houses, in 1950 there was an all
time high of 278,479 congregations. Of course, this
represents all denominations claiming to be Christians.
However, those trying to follow the New Testament
order have gained far above the average noted.

The Christian Herald, a widely known family religi-
ous magazine which has for a number of years gathered
statistics with regard to religious bodies in the United
States, provides these figures. The latest year for
which the report is available is 1950. As stated, in
1950, those who claimed to belong to any religious
body amounted to 55.6 per cent of the total popula-
tion. The population growth in the United States in
1950 over 1949 was 1% plus. The increase in mem-
bership in religious bodies in that same year was 3%,
so that the average growth in membership of churches
of all kinds was nearly three times that of the popula-
tion growth. But that which will particularly inter-
est us is that in the year 1950 churches of Christ
were listed as having 901,000 members, whereas in
1949 they had been listed as having 778,000 members.
According to those statistics, and I shall not question
that statistics regarding the membership of the
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churches of Christ can never be completely
reliable—while the churches in general showed
an increase of 3 percent in 1950 over 1949, churches
of Christ were reported as increasing more than 12%.
In 1906, the first year in which a separate census re-
port was made of churches of Christ, they were credited
with a membership of 159,658, although in all proba-
bility the actual membership was three times that
amount. But even with three times that amount, the
increase in membership from 1906 to 1950 is a phenom-
enal one. In 1906, the census reported that there
were 1974 buildings, but 2649 congregations, the point
being that some 693 churches, or more than one-fourth
of the total reported, were using rented halls rather
than buildings which they owned themselves. Of the
2649 congregations, 631 were in Tennessee and 627
in Texas. In other words, nearly half of the congre-
gations were located in these two states. At that time
were eight Christian colleges with a total faculty of
73 and 1024 students, far less than several single
Christian colleges have today. The total property
value of all those colleges was $170,000. It would be
difficult to build a respectable building on a college
campus for that sum today.

No one with even half-closed eyes can be unaware of
the increase in size, in wealth, in astounding building
activities. But the question is, “what progress have
we made?”’ The dictionary defines progress as “a
journeying forward; advance to an objective; gradual
betterment.” Are we journeying forward-—back to
Jerusalem? Are we advancing to a scriptural objec-
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tive? Are we better in the eyes of God or merely in
the eyes of man?

Always there is the danger that we will mistake
expansion for growth; and confuse change with prog-
ress. Always there is the peril of making ends of
means, of failing to distinguish between material pros-
perity and spiritual soundness. Every generation has
its problems, every change of emphasis has its hazards.

Let us go back to 1906. As has been stated, in that
year, government census reports first listed us apart
from those using instrumental music. It is a good
starting point for other reasons. As Brother Sanders
stated here last year, in 1906, at Lubbock, the first
church building was erected on the plains of Texas to
replace those lost to the innovators.

On August 23, 1906, the following notice appeared:

“Brother A. B. Barret has been for several months
working most energetically to establish a Christian
college at Abilene, Texas, and these efforts have been
crowned with success, having secured five acres of
land on which there are several buildings in the center
of the city. To these buildings another has been added,
and the school will open on September 10, 1906. Abilene
has a population of about eight thousand, and those
in a position to know regard it as a very fine field for
such work. We wish Brother Barrett abundant suc-
cess.”

This will be difficult for many of our younger mem-
bers to believe, but when L. S. White in January,
1906, began work with the Pearl and Bryan congre-
gation, in Dallas, he was the only preacher south of
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the Mason and Dixon line doing full-time, local work
with the church of Christ. My father never made
this claim for himself alone. Often, I have heard him
say that he and his life-long friend, Jesse P. Sewell,
were the only two men doing such a work at that
time. However, Brother Sewell, himself, insisted fo
me he should not be included, for when he labored at
San Angelo during this period, he supported himself
by salesmanship.

If L. S. White had not moved to Dallas, probably
someone else would. Brethren were beginning to catch
a vision. Great credit is due to godly, farseeing ones
in Dallas, and soon thereafter, elsewhere. “How shall
they preach except they be sent?”

In 1906, others were laboring with one congregation,
but usually they were also farmers, or grocers, or
insurance salesman. Or they were “located” during
the winter months and held meetings in the sum-
mer. Others were employed for full-time, but were
used to hold so-called mission meetings. Forty-six
years ago, located work really began among us. Look
at us now! Six days ago, in Los Angeles I was invited
to address a group of business and professional men.
In talking to the program chairman, I mentioned that
I would be in Abilene this week. He, a Methodist, said
to me: “You know, you can’t drive into a town in
Texas that you don’t see a sign calling attention to the
church of Christ!”

Are you aware that we have differences now? Read
the files of religious journals of forty-five or fifty
years ago and you will discover that the brethren were
concerned with these problems:
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Two acts of worship simultaneously
Whether an invitation song was scriptural.
Ordaining elders by the laying on of hands.
Preaching for a stipulated salary.
Rebaptism.

The order of worship.

Participation in civil government.

Life insurance.

This query came to one of our papers:

“I would like to have your views on life insur-
ance. It is becoming very popular in Texas. Most
of our best preachers are holding policies. Some
have got so deep into it they hardly have time
to preach.”

The use of a chart in a sermon.

Contribution during, or after, the public-worship.
Passing a basket (instead of laying it on the
table).

Building a meetinghouse (It was all right to use
one already built)

Shaking hands (instead of a holy kiss)

The name of the church (The Pearl and Bryan
congregation was known as the First Christian
church until nearly 1920)

There were many others. Some of these questions
were of importance to only a few persons, but others,
such as the rebaptism controversy and the ordination
of elders raged for years. These and other questions
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have largely been settled by the “sanctified common-
sense” of the brotherhood. I believe that the ques-
tions which agitate us now will be determined in the
same way, indeed, they are being determined.

In the years before 1906, we were largely a dis-
spirited people. The disciples had appropriated most
of our buildings, particularly in the larger cities. They
had most of the wealth, the education, and the prestige.
There was not much left to us but the gospel, a plea
and a growing vision. Those have proved to be enough.

But in 1906, few had a vision of what could be ac-
complished, or the zeal to perform. A homely, but
common, saying averred that many of the brethren
wanted to “sit on the stool of do-nothing and whittle
on the stick of do-less.”

Many had a purely negative attitude—they were
“agin” everything. They were said to be anti-every-
thing except ante-up. On August 17, 1905, A. O. Col-
ley wrote from Theo, Texas that “It is a much better
place to labor than any other part of Texas that I have
ever visited; there are less wrangles.”

The chief activity of most congregations was the an-
nual “protracted meeting.” On October 4, 1906, one
brother wrote:

“There is an ‘evil under the sun’ that has assumed
alarming proportions among the churches throughout
the country . .. The trouble is this: Some eloquent
preacher, usually ‘from a distance,” ‘called’ to ‘hold a
meeting’ for some church during the months of July
or August. The brethren for miles around come out
to hear the ‘big preacher’ . .. The preacher, enthused
by the great crowds, holds a ‘powerful meeting’ and
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‘goes on his way rejoicing.” The papers report a ‘great
ingathering,” including a number of ‘“restorations,”
ete.

“Many of these new converts go their ways and never
meet with brethren on Lord’s day a single time. I
have in mind one large congregation . . . During the
meeting there were mcre than one hundred ‘confes-
sions.” At least one-half of this number failed to report
for duty on the next Lord’s day.”

In the late fall, churches went into winter quarters.
In the miscellany column of the Gospel Advocate for
December 28, 1899, there was not a single report from
a preacher. In June of that same year a brother
wrote: “The people in Texas will not go to meeting if
it rains or has the appearance of rain, or storm. Should
there be an appearance of a windstorm, they seek a
hole in the ground, which they call a ‘storm house.

Most preachers were part-time preachers. One of
them wrote in 1905: ‘“The thing that is worrying us
most is that so many of our brethren are preaching
only, and that those preachers that preach only are
preaching only to ‘some old congregation.” Your
humble servant is asked frequently why he does not
give up his occupation and give all his time to preach-
ing His reply has always been this: If he did, how
would those poor people around the mountaing of
Tennessee and Kentucky ever hear the gospel? Those
preachers who do nothing but preach have their hands
full.”

In the great cities of the United States there were
relatively few congregations holding fast to the sim-
ple gospel. Many of the larger cities, such as New
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York, did not have a single congregation of that sort.
This was particularly true in the Eastern states. In
the Rocky Mountain states, the Pacific Northwest,
and the Pacific Coast there were only scattered hands-
ful of members and only a few congregations, those
congregations almost entirely small and uninfluential
in their community.

Many portions of the United States were destitute
of the gospel. In the six new England states there
were six congregations, three of them established
within a few years of that time, the other three older
congregations. The combined membership of the six
churches was only about one hundred and seventy-five
persons. In these six states only one man was devot-
ing his whole time to preaching the gospel, and one
other devoting part of his time.

We might glance at some other localities, where the
gospel is well-known today. As has been mentioned,
a building was erected in Lubbock in 1906. Two years
later, it was proudly stated that there were more than
1000 members. In February, 1905, it was related that
“the church at Weatherford has just completed an
excellent stone meetinghouse, costing about six thou-
sand dollars. Some of the brethren criticized them
for building such an expensive house.”

On April 30, 1908, this report of conditions at
Wichita Falls was written by Price Billingsley. “There
was only one sister at this place when I began here
two weeks ago . . . I called upon all who were willing
to stand for the purity of work and worship as re-
corded in the New Testament to come forward, and
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thirty-five persons responded. Several of these are
from the ‘digressives.’

On June 25, this sister wrote that “we are now
meeting in the courthouse . . . and have purchased
a lot.”

On March 12, 1908, a brother wrote from Denver,
Colorado, that they “met to worship . . . for the
first time . . . twelve of us were present . . . Our first
contribution was about six dollars.”

In 1906, for many weeks, E. A. Elam wrote articles
on the front page of the Gospel Advocate, with the
plea, “Help Memphis! For example: The small and
only congregation in Memphis, Tenn., striving to
maintain the New Testament order of work and wor-
ship, is in need of help to erect a place of worship.”

Later, Elam wrote that they were “now using a
schoolhouse . . . a small struggling church . . . yet
it has raised over fifteen hundred dollars this year
for the Master’s cause, and is now asking for help
only to erect a house of worship of humble and modest
proportions.”

In 1906 about five or six persons were missionaries
in Japan, principally the McCalebs and the Bishops.
There were three missionaries in Africa. That wags
about all anywhere. In 1912, L. S. White engaged in
correspondence with a Methodist preacher and his wife
who were retired missionaries, having spent the greater
part of their lives in Irdia. At that time they were
living in Portland, Maine. The correspondence grew
out of the fact that this man who bore the hyhenated
name of Armstrong-Hopkins had read the Russell-
White Debate. In the correspondence he grew inter-
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ested in the plea of churches of Christ. The Pearl
and Bryan church sent my father and mother to the
home of Brother Armstrong-Hopkins, where, as the
result of a gospel meeting, he and his wife were bap-
tized. They were invited to come to Texas -with the
hope that churches might be interested in sending
them back to India.

Later, a long article appeared in the Firm Founda-
tion, in which a detailed history of this missionary
work was told. L. S. White, who wrote the article,
made the statement that he assured Brother Arm-
strong-Hopkins and his wife that if they would come
to Texas and tour the churches, let themselves be seen
and heard, he believed that a sufficient amount of
money could be raised to send them to India and
guarantee their support. The article was written
with the implicaiton that it took a great deal of faith
to make that assurance. The amount of money which
was to be promised them and which they needed was
the munificent sum of $30.00 per month. They came
to Texas, they toured the churches, they were seen
and heard. And with considerable effort, the sum
of $30.00 per month was guaranteed them by the
churches of north and east Texas. One would not need
to labor the point to contrast that experience with
what is being done today.

In February, 1906, a brother recorded with reference
to Brother Yohannan, in Persia, that “go far as I
know only twenty-five dollars was gsent to him last
year.”

Let it be said for the record, that probably the first
“cooperative” missionary work among us was begun
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by the Pearl and Bryan congregation, at the return
to Japan, in 1902, of William J. Bishop and his wife.

Time would fail me, if I attempted to indicate all
the evidences of growth and progress among churches
of Christ in the past forty-six years. I have attempted
to point out something of the conditions at the begin-
nig of that period. The story of the present you ean
see for yourself. The great audiences which assemble
at Abilene Christian college annually are part of the
evidence. You, yourself, are a part of what we are
today. The church is what you are making it. What
you and thousands like you are doing, constitutes the
activity of the church. The contrast between now
and then is startling.

Today, we are neither dispirited nor discouraged.
One of the commonest expressions heard at these lec-
tureships is that “the church is on the march.” If
we keep our feet on the ground, maintain our zeal
and continue to ‘“speak where the Secriptures speak
and remain silent where the Scriptures are silent,”
nothing can stop the onward progress of the church of
God. I am fully persuaded that the church of our
Lord will make greater progress in the next ten years
than it has in the last fifty.

Of course, this movement must be progress and not
mere change. It must represent growth and not mere
expansion. A generation or two ago, some among us
introduced innovations, fancying that thereby they
were progressive—and liked to so denominate them-
selves. History records the fact that this “progress”
was but the first step in a retrogression that pro-
ceeded further and further until many of their own



ABILENE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE LECTURES 41

number have recoiled in horror. Would to God that
the great number of them who still love the Book
could be led to see that the first steps they took inevi-
tably led them to worldiness and modernism.

“Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the
teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in
the teaching, the same hath both the Father and the
Son” (2 John 9).

Today there may be an insignificant minority that
scorns the old paths and rejects the old Book. It, as
yet, has little influence in the church. I am sure that
1 am merely echoing the conviction of this great audi-
ence—with perhaps not a dissenting voice—when I
say that the body of Christ is opposed to modernism
and religious liberalism in every form, whether it be
open or concealed, blatant or disguised, evident or
sugar-coated.

Forty-six years ago, as a people, we had little vision.
We were afraid. We lacked confidence in ourselves
and, because of unpleasant experiences with false
brethren, we did not trust one another. Above all,
we lacked faith in God.

It was a common thing in those days for some good
old brother to stand at the Lord’s table and declare:
“Brethren, we are few in number and poor in this
world’s goods, but you know that Jesus said that
where two or three are gathered together in my
name, there will I be in the midst of them!”

Many of us were S0 afraid that we would do some-
thing wrong, that we did not do anything at all
Thank God, we have caught a vision. The old days
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are past. May God grant that we shall never go back
to them.

When Jesus said to “go into all the world and
preach the gospel to every creature,” he instituted
the biggest program in the world’s history. It takes
big men, with big minds and hearts to accomplish the
task. I am not afraid of the right kind of bigness.
I am fraid of littleness. We have had enough of
that.

Until a few years ago, the churches as a whole
practiced a hop, skip, and jump method of “establish-
ing” congregations. Actually, thousands of churches
were not established, they were just started. You
know the pattern. A preacher would go into an area,
perhaps hundreds of miles away from his home and
a considerable distance from the nearest congrega-
tion. A meeting would be held, varying in duration
from a week or two or three weeks. A number of peo-
ple would be baptized, perhaps five or six, sometimes
twenty-five or thirty. These, together with a few
who had been members for some years, would form
a new congregation. The “evangelist” would appoint
two or three untried men to the eldership and inform
the religious papers that he had “set the church in
order.”

Then the preacher would jump over to a spot two
hundred miles away and repeat the same process. In
the meantime, the “faithful few” he had left behind
would struggle along for years as best they could.
Eventually, some hobby-rider would come along and,
in their ignorance and simplicity, the congregation
would be a fertile field for his hobbies.
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Today, thank God, conditions are different. All
over this great southwest, and in an increasing ac-
celeration elsewhere, the land is dotted with church
houses, overflowing with members who are “zealous of
good works.” No longer can it be said, as it was forty
or fifty years ago: “If you are in a strange city and
want to find the church, go around the outskirts of
the town. Go down the least desirable streets. Look
for a little, unpainted structure. It will be the meeting-
house of the church of Christ.”

But the question may be asked: Have we progressed,
or have we merely changed? Have we grown, or have
we just expanded? We have a right to ask these
questions. And we should “be ready always to give
answer to every man that asketh.”

Have we developed a pastor system just to be like
the denominations around us? That our present sys-
tem works, no one can dispute. If anyone had pre-
dicted ten years ago—not forty-six years, but ten—
that we would be doing what we are in Germany, in
Japan, in South Africa, or in Texas, hardly anyone
would have believed him. If I were to tell you now
what I believe that with the help of God we will ac-
complish in the next ten years, a great many would
think I was a dreamer. But, brethren, I repeat, the
next ten years will see greater progress by churches
of Christ than the past forty-six years.

But will this growth be scriptural? Will we stay in
the old paths? We will, if we never forget that the
old paths were not surveyed in 1906, or 1880, or 1830.
The old paths were planned by God in heaven, brought
to earth by Jesus Christ, revealed by the Holy Spirit,
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and laid out by the apostles. I am grateful for what
the pioneers have fought and bled to pass on to us.
I am humbly thankful for the benediction that the
life and teaching of at least one of them has meant
to me. But I am not concerned about walking in the
paths in which walked L. S. White, or E. A. Elam, or
T. B. Larimore, or David Lipscomb, or Tolbert Fanning,
or Alexander Campbell. I am concerned with walk-
ing in the path trod by the apostolic church.

Let us re-examine the scriptures read at the begin-
ning of this speech. I shall not repeat them, for you
know them as well as I. What was the program?

First, Jesus commissioned us to go into the whole
world. That means that our horizon knows no limit.
Our vision must encompass it.

Second, the apostles were told to stay in Jerusalem
until they were “clothed with power from on high.”

Third, after the church began, the apostles remained
in Jerusalem until the church was thoroughly estab-
lished. How long it was from Pentecost to the disper-
gion, I do not know. MecGarvey says it was two years.
Others think it was three years, or longer. One thing,
however, is evident from the account in Acts, and that
is, they went over the face of the earth, but stuck to
the job in Jerusalem.

What a masterful job they did! “The number of
the men came to be about five thousand.” After that,
“the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem
exceedingly.” Tradition tells that the number of Chris-
tians in Jerusalem reached forty thousand. That may
be an exaggeration. Nevertheless, if there came to
be five thousand men and they later increased ex-
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ceedingly, there must have been not less than fifteen
or twenty thousand disciples in the Jerusalem church.
Before you decide that a congregation is getting too
big and “needs to swarm,” compare it with the Jeru-
salem church! A church may need to swarm, but
not because it is too big. Compared with the church
in Jerusalem, we do not have any big churches yet.

Now to our fourth point. After the church in Jeru-
salem was thoroughly indoctrinated and saturated with
Christianity and trained to work, the efforts were
centered on Judaea and Samaria. If you look at a
map, you will see why Samaria was the logical place.
Besides geography, there were spiritual reasons why
Samaria was next. Only after Judaea and Samaria
were Christianized did the gospel start spreading all
over the world. By the lowest estimate, the Antioch
church was not founded until eight years after Pente-
cost and Paul did not begin his first missionary jour-
ney until ten years after Pentecost. Ten years of con-
centrated work in an area that would fit into one
corner of Texas!

Brethren, the pioneers of other generations called
us back to the old paths, insofar as doctrine is con-
cerned But the pioneers of this century, some of
them dead, many of them living, some of them here
today, have led us back to the old paths of church
building. I did not say church buildings, but church
building.

Have we made progress? We have. Are we prog-
ressing in the old paths? In the respects I have men-
tioned we are. May God grant us the vision to take
advantage of our opportunities today, as some men of
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twenty to fifty years ago did in their day. The good
old days are not fifty, or seventy, or one hundred
years ago; the good old days are right here and now.
These are the best days the church of our Lord has
seen in modern times. They are but a beginning
to what the church will do in the years ahead of us.
Brethren, the church is growing!



RESTORING GOD TO EDUCATION
“The Urgent Need for More Christian Education”

M. Norvel Young

Too many of us today are like the college student
who showed up in clags with a sign pinned on his
sweater with the letters, “B.A.LK.” His professor
asked him just what that stood for and he said: “Boy,
Am I Konfused.” “But,” objected the professor, “con-
fused is not spelled with a ‘k’.” “Well,” said the stu-
dent, “That just goes to show how confused I am!”

There is no one to doubt that our world is in a
confused and demoralized state. Boys are dying in the
Far East while technically “peace” exists at home.
Apparent prosperity prevails while inflation threatens
all our economic values. More people are on church
rolls than ever before in the history of the nation and
yet there is more ungodly wickedness. Jeremiah has
a message for or to us. Centuries ago he wrote by
inspiration these words which sound strangely mod-
ern and up-to-the-minute:

“But this people hath a revolting and a rebellious
heart; they are revolted and gone . . . For among
my people are found wicked men; they lay wait, as
he that setteth snares; they set a trap, they catch men.
As a cage is full of birds, so are their houses full of
deceit; therefore they are become great, and waxen
rich.”

He goes on to describe the moral and spiritual dete-
rioration of his time and of ours in these words:
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“The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear
rule by their means; and my people love to have it

For from the least of them even unto the greatest
of them every one is given to covetousness; and from
the prophet even unto the priest every one dealeth
falsely . . . saying, Peace, peace; when there is no
peace.”

Doesn’t that sound like it might be a commentary
on conditions in these United States this year of our
Lord, 1952?

“Were they ashamed when they had committed abom-
ination? Nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither
could they blush; therefore they shall fall among them
that fall; at the time that I visit them they shall be
cast down, saith the Lord.” Then it is that Jeremiah
makes this eloquent appeal which we apply today to
our nation and particularly to our modern system of
education: “Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways,
and see, and ask for the old paths, wherein is the good
way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your
souls.”?

Every fruit goes back to a root. A good tree will
bear good fruit, and an evil tree will bear evil fruit.
We believe that much of the responsibility for the evils
of our generation must be placed upon the kind of
training which our generation has received from the
homes, the churches, and the schools of our nation.
H. G. Spaulding, a high school principal in New Jersey
pointed this out in the educators’ magazine, School and
Society,

1. Jeremiah 6.
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“Black markets have flourished, supported by mil-
lions of dishonest citizens. Innumerable strikes have
threatened the welfare of our people, as workers and
employers alike, have shown a callous disregard for
the rights of their fellow-citizens. In a multitude of
ways, in large affairs and small, our people have given
evidence of a lack of that moral sense which exalteth
a nation. Who are these adults who wreck their
homes, seek wealth by dishonest means, and violate the
laws of God and man? Why they are our former
pupils, and in part we made them what they are.”’?

The moral and spiritual breakdown of millions of our
fellow citizens did not just happen. It is no accident
that one marriage out of three ends in divorce, that
a major crime is committed every 17 seconds (and
largely by juveniles), that gangsters and racketeers
can grow so powerful they can flaunt our laws and
control many of our great cities and even reach into
Washington with their filthy fingers dripping with
violence and vice. Something is wrong with the kind
of training which produces a generation which spends
twenty billion annually on gambling, more than on all
their clothes and shoes. Somewhere we have missed
the road when 65,000,000 of our people drink alcoholic
beverages while more than 4,000,000 are chronically
in trouble with drunkenness, and 1,200,000 die from al-
coholism or related diseases.®

Alcohol is the greatest killer, worse than cancer or
heart disease. And yet in spite of this our people
will not even vote to stop the spending of millions
_&I{—.GSpaulding, “Education and the Crisis in Character,

“School and Soclety,” 3-29-1947, p. 219,
3. Estimates from the Yale Clinic on Alcoholism.
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of- dollars annually to use radio, television, and the
press to persuade teen agers and their parents to drink
more and more. The Langer bill in Congress would
prohibit such advertising, but not enough people are
concerned. “My people love to have it so,” said Jere-
miah of the corruption of his day. There are more
girls tending bars in our nation than attending col-
lege! In this day when clear heads and pure hearts
are so direly needed, our nation’s capital is rated as
the heaviest drinking city in the world, including
Moscow.

Senator Tobey put his finger on the problem when
he said: “The underworld of America operates on a
budget of billions of dollars—Ilarger than any single
state, and second only to that of the United States.
And where does it get its money? From multitudes
of men and women, who with calloused consciences
participate in varying degrees in its lawless activities.
If all these people would find God . . . the source
of income and power of the archeriminals would dry
up.” These and similar statements from educators,
editors and business executives, as well as preachers,
show some signs of an awakening to the dangers
which confront us. But the general public reaction
to exposes of crime and abominable corruption is that
of apathy, a schrug of the shoulders, and a “Why be
excited” attitude. Jeremiah’s description fits too well.
“They were not at all ashamed, neither could they
blush.”

Fellow Christians, it is time to wake up. We Chris-
tians must lead the way. We must ask for the old
paths of righteousness and walk therein. Our time
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to act is limited. It is limited by the brevity of our
lives. It is limited by God’s forbearance. How long
will he allow our nation to continue in immorality,
corruption, and sin? Oh, someone says, “There have
always been prophets of doom who said the world
was going to the dogs and yet we are still being
blessed.” Yes, but had you ever considered the his-
torical fact that all the other “worlds” or ‘‘civiliza-
tions” of the past that violated God’s laws have ‘“‘gone
to the dogs.” Where are the Babylonians? Where
are the ancient civilizations of Egypt, Greece, and
Rome? Those “worlds” went to the dogs, and God
raised up people with stronger moral convictions and
gave them a chance. Just as surely as we continue
as a nation in gross unrighteousness we “ghall be cast
down, saith the Lord.” The need is urgent for a
moral and spiritual regeneration of our people! Who
else can lead the way if the people of God do not?
Where better to start than with our program of
training the coming generation?

First, we shall deal with the inadequacies of our
huge system of public education, and then suggest
some practical ways in which we can help solve the
problems through improving our system of public
schooling, through private Christian schools, through
the home, and through the training program God
delegated to the church.

One reason we treat the public education system
first because so many parents have been led to believe
that they can turn all their educational problems over
to the public school and if enough money is appropri-
ated the end result will be wonderful. The thousands
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of God-fearing, Bible-believing educators in our public
system recognize that more is needed than money to
guarantee success. Our public system of education
is a remarkable achievement. It is one of the most
significant achievements of our time, and nothing
which we say by way of constructive criticism should
be construed to mean that we join those of certain
faiths who would seek to destroy it. It is not the
system which we oppose. The system is merely a
huge and effective tool which can be used to dis-
seminate truth or error. But we are strongly opposed
to the efforts of secular and materialistic forces which
are seeking to employ our public schools for their
unworthy goals!

The very size of our educational system and the
trend toward centralization makes it difficult to keep
it a servant of the children and their parents. More
than a million and a quarter teachers are employed
in this largest American business. More than thirty-
five million students are engaged in full-time study
with more than four million in part-time study. In
other words, approximately one-fifth of our total
population is engaged in some aspect of the gigantic
American school system. Consider what a potent
tool this is for influencing the destiny of our people.
Consider what a temptation this multi-billion dollar
industry is to those who would control our youth for
their own selfish ends One of the significant trends
in modern dictatorships of the type of Hitler, Mussolini,
and Stalin is the use they have made of the public
school systems to propagandize the children for their
evil purposes. There is a trend today to obligate our
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schools to the national government by Federal Aid
to education. We may be sure that in time whoever
pays the piper will call the tune. Let us keep the
control of our public schools in the hands of the local
communities, close to the homes they are to serve!

Our major criticism of the job being done by and
large by our public schools is that we have mistaken
freedom of religion for freedom frem religion. We are
strongly opposed to the dominance of our schools by
any sectarian church, but we believe that it is equally
dangerous for the irreligious, naturalistic philosophy
of life to be inculcated at public expense. Dr. Rodney
Cline, Professor of Education at Louisana State Uni-
versity states it concisely:

“If knowledge is increased without an accompany-
ing increase in moral and spiritual responsibility,
tragedy results. Modern publie education in America
seeks, as it were, to ignore the existence of any obli-
gation which it may have in this respect. Despite the
religious nature and the religious reason for existence
of early American education, later trends have ushered
in a day when materialistic considerations are all the
vogue, while spiritual matters are ignored, if not actu-
ally forbidden, as part of the life of the school.”

He goes further to describe the situation aptly:

“In jealously guarding the sectarian dominance of
education, a point of reaction has been reached which
is surely too much in the opposite direction. Secta-
rianism and religion are by no means synonymous, but
in this case they have been treated as such. In attempt-
ing to see that the religious beliefs and practices of
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no church might hold sway in the public school, mod-
ern society finds itself burdened with an educational
system in which, while the teaching of religion is pro-
hibited, the teaching of things anti-religious is con-
doned.”

It is impossible to teach in a philosophical or religious
vaccuum. We have closed the door to teaching about
God as the Creator of the universe, but we have left
another door open to those who would “teach a so-
called naturalistic philosophy in which God is not
mentioned, and where the learner is supposed to be-
lieve that nothing is higher than the materialistic
laws of nature.” Thus, Dr. Cline continues “the child
is deprived of the opportunity for the whole stimula-
tion of that part of his nature which is nobler, and
more important, than all the rest.”’t

Dr. Samuel McCrea puts it succinectly in these sen-
tences:

“Colleges today turn out students who have an inti-
mate acquaintance with Russian novelists, but lack
so much as a nodding acquaintance with the Bible.”

“The lack of serious concern with religion in in-
stitutions of higher learning is at least a partial ex-
planation of the lack of dedication and commitment in
many of their graduates.”

“In effeect, even if not in intent, the educational in-
stitutions are saying to students: ‘Religion is not im-
portant enough to be a concern of the university.
We omit it because it is a matter of minor importance,
not calling for serious examination.””

4. Rodney (Mine, Ronrdman, Journal of the Loulsiana School
Boards Association, 1951.
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Dr. Cavert goes on to criticize the “warped kind of
education which comes from an intensive study of
Julius Caesar but no reference to Jesus Christ.”s

We believe that the real foundations of the best in
our culture go back to the Bible and to Jesus Christ.
We believe the respect for human personality which
makes democracy possible goes back beyond Bunker
Hill to the Sermon on the Mount. The very beginning
of our public school system grew out of a desire on
the part of God-fearing citizens that their children
should learn to read and write and “be taught the
principles of religion and the capital laws of the coun-
try and be put to useful work,” to quote from the Gen-
eral Court of Boston in 1642. In 1647 they were more
explicit in stating their purpose:

“It being one chief project of ye old deluder, Satan,
to keep from the knowledge of ye scriptures, effort
must be made to thwart this old deluder, ye learning
may not be buried in ye grave of our fathers in ye
church and Commonwealth.”

Not only were elementary schools begun with this
spiritual end in mind and with a primer, catechism,
Psalter, and a Bible for textbooks, but our earliest and
most famous colleges were started by men who feared
God and loved the Bible. Harvard University was
begun with an estate left by a preacher (how he ac-
cummulated it is a mystery to us) and its motto was
“For Christ and the Church.”

Let us contrast this general sentiment which
was sympathetic toward Christianity with the import
of the report of a committee of outstanding educators

——
5. Quotes in Our Sundny Visitor, DD. 1, 4. 1951
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appointed by Harvard University to outline a course
for higher education. The report is emphatically non-
Christian and in some instances even anti-Christian.
Truly ours is a cut-flower generation. We have cut
the roots of faith in God, and the Bible, which produced
the best flowers of our culture. We are blinded to
the fact that the freedom and prosperity we enjoy
grow out of the spiritual values which we as a people
are denying. Notice his important report which has
been very influential in educational circles.

“Sectarian colleges have, of course, their solution
. . . the conviction that Christianity gives meaning
and ultimate unity to all parts of the curriculum, in-
deed to the whole life of the college. Yet, this solu-
tion is out of the question in publicly supported col-
leges, and is practically, if not legally impossible in
most others. Some think it the Achilles’ heel of
democracy, that by its very nature it cannot foster
general agreement on ultimates, and perhaps must
foster the contrary.”

Overlooking the prejudicial term “sectarian” to cover
all private schools with a Christian view of life, we
notice the insinuation that the unity which our modern
world is seeking cannot be found in Christianity. No-
tice furher:

“As early Protestantism, rejecting the authority and
philosophy of the medieval church, placed reliance on
each man’s personal reading of the Scriptures, so this
present movement, rejecting the supreme authority
of the Scriptures, places reliance on the reading of
those books which are taken to represent the fullest
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revelation of the Western mind . . . Whatever one’s
views, religion is not now for most colleges or uni-
versities a practical source of intellectual unity.”

In this connection it might be pointed out that in the
great publishing project known as “Great Books of
the Western World,” which contains some forty vol-
umes which our leading educators consider important
for modern man, the Bible is not included! Plato,
Aristotle, Cicero, Virgil, Augustine, Aquinas, Shake-
speare, Milton, but not the Bible! Oh Lord, open the
eyes of the blind guides who lead the blind youth of
our day!

We are not saying that the full-fruits of materialis-
tic and naturalistic philosophy which has infiltrated
into our educational system is seen in all of our local
schools. There are thousands of devoted teachers
and school executives who have not bowed the knee
to Baal, but there is no doubting the planned and con-
certed effort on the part of many educational leaders
to banish faith in God and Christ and the Bible from
the minds of our children. John Dewey is the dean of
educational philosophers today, and although he has
contributed many valuable educational techniques, and
concepts his basic philosophy is that of pragmatic
experimentalism, opposed to the Christian view of the
world. Here is one of the many quotations which
bear this out:

“We affirm that genuine values and tenable ends
and ideals are to be derived from what is found within
the movement of experience. Hence, we deny that
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they can be derived from authority, human or super-
natural, or from any transcendent source.”s

To take this out of philosophical terminology and
put it into the words of a student of his, we