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about, such as plans that are be-
ing laid in case riots come again.
There are some people who feel
that riots express just resentment
of continual suppression. But,
rioting is wrong—from the stand-
point of a citizen, and from the
standpoint of a Christian. It's
wrong because in a society of law
and order it makes for chaos,
and society itself is established to
bring about order. Society is or-
ganized as an alternative to chaos
and disorder. The conditions
which bring about riots, however,
are things that should be changed
if the right attitudes are to be
brought about. Society cannot
tolerate riots, but no society
which will tolerate the conditions
which will lead to riots can re-
main the same society.

Let me repeat that: No society
can tolerate riots, but no society
which wlll tolerate the conditions
which will lead to riots can re-
main the same society. For, if the
conditions which lead to and
bring about riots are not correct-
ed, then we will bring the end of a
democratic society, as we know
it, in America. And we will have
lost leadership in a world increas-
ingly dominated by people with
non-white skin. One thing has
made it impossible for America
to continue as it has in the past.
In the past we felt that the prob-
lems which arose because of race
were something that we were try-

ing to work with, and we didn't
know what to do with them. We
believed in the American dream,
and we felt that in some way, at
some time, and somehow, the Ne-
gro would soon get his full free-
dom and rights. The Negro largely
acquiesced in this position. He ad-
mitted he wasn’t ready, and
whites agreed with him. But to-
day both Negro and white know
that this is not true, and that
something must be done. And if
something isn’t done, then many
of the things which we think
about and cherish as a nation
might not any longer be ours to
enjoy. There’s growing racism on
both sides. Why? White people
say that racism is rooted in tra-
dition and in “our” way of life.
We Negroes say that we’'ve been
mistreated so long that what we
do now is a reaction to the way
that we've been treated. Maybe
the solution to the problem lies
in this: that all of us need to go
back in history for just a little
bit and really see what is the
basis for slavery and the position
and condition out of which the
Negro came into the society of
America when he was freed after
the Civil War. Most of us have
thought that Negroes came to
America as chattel slaves when
they were first brought here; that
is not quite true. That is true later
on, as Bud Stumbaugh pointed
out last night, but when they first
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came to America, historians tell
us that they came with a some-
what indefinite status. At first
they served terms of servitude,
much as did indentured servants.
Oscar Handlin, in his book, Race
and Nationality in American Life,
points out that when Negroes
first came to America they had
property rights and marriage and
family rights. They were bap-
tized, they obtained freedom, and
they were allowed to intermarry.
But, after a while, because they
arrived in larger and larger num-
bers, especially in parts of the
country where they could be used,
it became somewhat of an eco-
nomic, as well as a social neces-
sity to render to them special
treatment.

Because they were not like the
other people to America, since
they were not of white skin, they
did not have the same culture,
nor did they have the same reli-
gion. Over a period of time their
status began to change. Until
1660, we are told that their status
was not very much different from
that of indentured servants. They
served a term of service as slaves
and then were freed. They had
relationships as Christians with
other people in the country, but
then about 1570 another transfor-
mation took place. All who were
not Christians became servants
for life. Their children were sold
into slavery, and then chattel
slavery completely and totally
fastened itself on America with
a vicious grip.

Chattel slavery considers the in-
dividual’s person as property,
while an indentured servant’s
labor was the only property
owned by the master. We still see
vestiges of it today, or what we
hope are the last vestiges of it.
But this is literally true. This is
what happened, and how it came
about. The doctrine and the dog-
ma of which we talk — of white
supremacy or differences be-
tween races—was largely fabri-
cated in the last 200 years as an
excuse to justify slavery; this is
historical. You can go back a
couple of hundred years and you
don’'t find people talking about
Negro inferiority much before the
Revolutionary War period. In fact,
when the ideas of freedom first
began to be talked about in
America, they felt that everybody
was assimilable into American so-
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