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James W. Nichols January 4, 1953 

The chief priests and elders in the time of Christ were very 
wise and subtle men. They tried by nearly every means possible 
to trick Christ. On one occasion, in Matthew the twenty-first 
chapter, they sought to trap Christ by asking by what authority 
He performed miracles. They felt that if He said "of God", they 
could arouse the people against Him by accusing Him of imper­
sonating God. They asked Him, "By what authority doest thou 
these things? And who gave thee this authority? And Jesus 
answered and said unto them, I also will ask you one question, 
which if ye tell me, I likewise will tell you by what authority 
I do these things. The baptism of John, whence was it? From 
Heaven, or from men? And they reasoned with themselve~ 

saying, If we shall say from heaven; he will say unto us, Why 
then did ye not believe him. But if we shall say, From men: we 
fear the multitude; for all hold John as a prophet. And they 
answered Jesus, and said, We know not. He also said unto 
them, Neither tell I you by what authority I do these things". 
Matt. 21:23-27. 

This question that Christ asked, "Is it from Heaven or of 
men?" is one that should concern us today. That which we do in 
the name of religion. is it from H eaven, or is it of men? If it 
is from Heaven, it is of God. Today, for a few moments, may 
we examine some of the things we do in the name of Chris­
tianity, and determine their source? Someone may ask, however,. 
how can we determine whether a command is from God? The 
apostle Paul answers this when he wrote to Timothy by saying, 
"Every scripture inspired of God is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, . for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, 
or complete; thoroughly furnished unto all go,od 'works." II Timo­
thy 3:16, 17. I believe one of the ba sic; needs of the world today, in 
seeking to come before the Lord, is to know and to feel that the 
word of God is complete and perfect; that there is no need fmr 
manuals; there is no need for disciplines; there is no need for 
man-made books, to guide us in the path of righteousness; that 
the word of God is perfect, complete, thoroughly furnishin.!'l 
the man of God unto all good works. 

My friends, if we believe that the word of God does furnish 
us completely unto every good work, then is there any room for 
us to step out from its borders? Is there any reason for us to 
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step out from the line of truth that has been given unto us by 
the Holy Spirit inspired writers? We also hear our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, speaking to His apostles, and saying: 
"Howbeit, when he, the Spirit of Truth is come, he will guide 
you into all truth; for he shall not speak of himself; but what­
soever he shali hear, that shall he speak: and ,he will show 
you things to come." John 16:13. Our Lord was talking here 
of how the Holy Spirit would come upon the apostles, and that 
he would speak through them, guiding them into all truth. 

The apostle P eter tells us in the second chapter of Acts 
that the Spirit came upon them at that time on the day of 
Pentecost; and through those early days of the Church, the 
Holy Spirit did speak and act through the apostles. He was 
guiding them into all truth. Well, then, if they were guided into 
all truth, then there could be nothing more of truth to learn. 
These two passages of scripture prove definitely that there is 
no need, it would be contrary to the Word of God, if we add 
anything to that which has been given us. 

Christ said that the Holy Spirit would guide us into all 
truth. The apostle Paul says that the Word of God furnishes 
completely the man of God unto all good works. It's complete; 
it's perfect; there is no need for anything else. If these things 
be true, then it is contrary to the Word of God, to add unto 
these things that have been written. 

John, in II John 9 said, "Whosoever goeth onward, and 
abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that 
abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the F~ther and the 
Son." And Christ said in Revelation 22:19, "and if any man 
shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, 
God shall take away his part from the tree of life, and out of the 
holy city, which are written in this book." Yet how many times, 
as we study the Word of God, and as we strive to worship God, 
we do not take into consideration the fact of the way we 
worship? Is it of God, or is it of man? The scripture teaches• 
that it furnishes us completely unto all good works, and so it is 
necessary, we believe, to stop and consider every phase of our 
worship, and every act we offer in obedience to God's command- \ 
ments, whether they be of God, or whether they be of man. Are 
our actions upon faith, which Paul in Romans 10 says comes by 
hearing the Word of God. or are fhey based upon custom and/ 
tradition, or personal ideas? 

Let us ask ourselves several questions that are pertinent 
in our worship in these days of denominationalism. First of all, 
" Is the practice of baptism of God, or is it of man?" We hear 
the Lord speaking to Nicodemus, saying : "Except a man be 
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born of water and of the spirit, he cannot enter into the 

kingdom of heaven.'' John 3: 5. 
Again, we hear the Lord ·saying: "Go and teach all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things whatso­
ever I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even 
unto the end of the world." Again we ask, "ls baptism of God, 
or of man?" We hear the apostle Peter saying on the day of 
Pentecost: "Repent, and be baptized, every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." Can any man deny that 
baptism is from God? It is not man's idea, but it's God's com· 

mand, and must be obeyed. 
But then, we can break down the subject perhaps a little 

bit more. Let us ask: "Is sprinkling of God, or of man" We 
hear the Holy Spirit speaking in Acts the 8th chapter, telling 
how the Ethiopian eunuch heard the story of Christ from Philip, 
and as they were going along their way, the eunuch said, "See, 
here is water : what doth hinder me to be baptized?" He com­
manded the chariot to stand still, and they both went down 
into the water; both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized 
him, and they came up out of the water; and the spirit of the 
Lord caught away Philip, and the eunuch saw him no more; 
and the eunuch went on his way rejoicing. What did they do? 
They both went down into the water. We now ask, "if baptism 
is not immersion, why was it necessary that both men go down 
into the water, and both men to come up out of the water?" 

But again we hear the apostle Paul, being inspired of God, 
writing in Romans the 6th chapter saying: "For we are buried 

/ with Christ in baptism." Since we believe that immersion is the 
only Scriptural baptism. In the light of this scriptural truth, why 
can't all people ac'cept the Bible way of being baptized, and 

\ occupy safe ground? 
Another question that we should ask is, "The name that we 

wear religiously, is it from Heaven or is it of man? Acts 11:26 
tells us the disciples were called Christians first a t Antioch. 
If the name we wear is that of Christian, then it is from God. 
Is the name that you wear found in the word of God; If not. 
it is of man. Is the name of the organization of which you are 
a member from Heaven, or is it of man? P aul said in Romans 
16:16, "Churches of Christ salute you." The church was also 
referred to as the Church of the First Born, Church of God. 
These names are from God. Is the name of the organization to 
which you belong found in the word of God? If not, it is of m~n. 

( ( 
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. But let us take a phase of our worship, that is, the phase of 
usmg man-made musical instruments in the worship of God, 
Throughout all the searching that men may do, there is no way 
~hat we can find in precept or in example, that mechanical 
Instruments of music were to be used, or were used in the 
worship as the church was established in the .apostoli~ era. In 
fact, we find that historians tell us that it was over 700 years 
after tl].e establishment of the church before any instrument of 
music was introduced into the worship. It was introduced in 
755 .A.D. by a council of men . . 

Why did they not use· mechanical instruments of music in 
sonie phase of their worship? Find the answer. The only answer 
that could possibly be given is that the word of . God did not 
allow it, and God speaking to the apostles, would not allow it. 
My f~iends , the word of God is silent on this. So if we ask the 
questwn here: whether mechanical instruments of music in 
worship be of God, or of man, .the only answer we can give is 
that it is of man, because it cannot come from God, since it is 
not found in precept ·or example in the New Testament. 

. These questi~ns are fundamental. These are the questions 
which we must ask if we seek to be pleasing unto the Lord·, our 
God. We believe that it is necessary in these days of denomina­
tionalism, for us to analyze, and to question, and to re-question 
ourse~ves, whether we be acceptable unto God. Oh, it's so easy 
to shp and to take missteps. It's so easy to put into our 
studying, and into our preaching, and into our teaching, per­
sonal theories, personal desires, brought about by pride-prida 
of the world. That's the only basis upon which it must be 
discussed: whether it be of God, or whether it be of man. And 
we say with all the strength that's within us, that if it be of 
man, it is our responsibility to reject it and put it aside· and 
it's our fervent prayer that every individual may reject 'thos 
things which are of man, and not of God. 

6 

And ·so we ask each .one of you to diligently study; study 
to show yourselves approved unto God, for the word of God is 
complete. You need not study the works of man: you need not 
know what that brother, or this, is thinking, but the question 
is: "What does God say upon this subject? What does God 
require of me, that I may be acceptable in His sight?" And 
when we've asked these questions according to the word of God 
there won't be any trouble; there won't be any misunderstand' 
. h t mg; t ere won't be any division. For if we unite upon what the 
word of God has said, we can unite upon the truth. Everything 
that's contrary -and differ!ilnt to truth, must be · an untruth; ,and 
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at that last day, as we stand before the judgment seat of God, 
we can ·say: "Lord, I've completed thy commands with every­
thing that is in me; I was always striving to follow the truth, 
because I read thy word, I studied it, I obeyed it. 

Have you believed upon the only begotten Son of God? 
Have you turned aside from sin in repentance? Confessed His 
name, and been buried with Him in baptism, raised to walk in 
newness of life? If not, why not? These are from Heaven, and. 
we shall be judged by these commands. It is my prayer that we 
all may seek to kni)W the will of God, and obey that will in 
humility. Then when we meet Him face to face, we can have 
assurance that we can be with Him forever, and walk within 
His sunshine, within the light of His love, not becau·se we 
followed the works of man, or our personal theories; not · be­
cause we perpetuated the things that our fathers taught, bu' 
because we sought to follow the Lord Jesus Christ through ;all 
truth, in all truth, and by all truth, even unto heaven itself. And 
so we plead with you, friends, to study the word of God; to 
obey it, for it's a thing to be obeyed, a thing to be cherished, 
and a thing to be followed. Won't you do that? If we follow it in 
truth, it will lead us face to· face with Christ forever. 

THE HERALD OF TRUTH-Box 1264-ABILENE, TEXAS 
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