Abilene Christian University

Digital Commons @ ACU

Herald of Truth Audio Herald of Truth Records

4-5-1953

Churches of Christ Salute You with a Herald of
Truth: Am I a Christian

James Nichols

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.acu.edu/hot_audio

Recommended Citation

Nichols, James, "Churches of Christ Salute You with a Herald of Truth: Am I a Christian" (1953). Herald of Truth Audio. Paper 227.
http://digitalcommons.acu.edu/hot_audio/227

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Herald of Truth Records at Digital Commons @ ACU. It has been accepted for inclusion
in Herald of Truth Audio by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ ACU. For more information, please contact dc@acu.edu.


http://digitalcommons.acu.edu?utm_source=digitalcommons.acu.edu%2Fhot_audio%2F227&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.acu.edu/hot_audio?utm_source=digitalcommons.acu.edu%2Fhot_audio%2F227&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.acu.edu/hot?utm_source=digitalcommons.acu.edu%2Fhot_audio%2F227&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.acu.edu/hot_audio?utm_source=digitalcommons.acu.edu%2Fhot_audio%2F227&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.acu.edu/hot_audio/227?utm_source=digitalcommons.acu.edu%2Fhot_audio%2F227&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:dc@acu.edu

L) 7;4@44&41!&'4&

JAMES W. NICHOLS APRIL 5, 1953

pr—

—

ralc. of- i) ViRl



.

e 9 A4 Clnistian

JAMES W. NICHOLS APRIL 5, 1953

Many perhaps believe that there is little need for such a
question as “Am I A Christian?” But you just ask the next
twenty people you meet, “Are you a Christian?” or “Are you a
child of God?” and you will discover much confusion of thinking
and great looseness of talking. If we were in Palestine today,
then if one is neither a Jew nor a Moslem, he would be charac-
terized a Christian. If one is in China or Japan and he is not
an oriental, Indian, or an African negro, he would be called a
Christian.

In the pagan world, all who are citizens of what they call
a Christian nation are Christians, and yet there never was
nor never will be a Christian nation. Christian has to do with
the individual. It is a national matter or matter of nationality
only in the sense that we belong to the nation of the son of
God and to the kingdom of Heaven.

But today our question is, “Am I really a Christian” or
“Am I a child of God?” The word Christian is a common word
with us but it is used only three times in the scriptures. The
word itself means Christ plus the suffix ‘ian’ which means per-
taining to or part of. The one who is a Christian must be one
who is a part of Christ.

In Acts 11, Luke said speaking of Paul and Barnabas, “And
it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves
with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples
were called Christians first in Antioch.” Acts 26:28, Agrippa
said to Paul: “Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.”
In I Peter 4:16, the holy spirit again speaks :“Yet if any man
suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him
glorify God on this behalf.” These are the only three times
that the term appears in the Bible. And our problem today is
to find out if we really are Christians as they were in New
Testament times.

To be a Christian according to the New Testament defini-
tion, means to be something more than just merely having
one’s name on the roll of some religious communion. It means
more than just to contribute money or interest, or influence
or even our presence to a religious institution or congregation,
or just merely to acknowledge some formal humanly devised
creed. With all the kindness possible but speaking in frank-
ness all good people are not children of God or Christians.

Just because we live a good moral life doesn’t entitle us to
wear the name, “Son of God.” Certainly morality is a part of
Christianity, but that is not all of Christianity nor is it the
foundation of Christianity.

Take that great man Cornelius. He had morals and he was
religious, living a life above reproach, but he wasn’t a Christian
until the apostle Peter came and talked to him about the matter
and presented to him the words upon which, he could be trans-
lated or naturalized out of the kingdom of darkness, the king-
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dom of Satan, into the kingdom of the son of God’s Ilove.
‘When Peter and the other Jews came to Cornelius, he told
Peter, “We are all here present to hear all things which are
commanded of the Lord.” No, being religious doesn’t mean you
are a Christian or you are a child of God. If so the heathen of
darkest Africa and the pagans of Asia could be called a ‘““child
of God.”

Again there is the case of Nicodemus. You remember
Nicodemus was a leader and teacher of the Jews. He came to
Jesus by night and Jesus immediately told him, though he was
a religious men, “Except a man be born anew (John 3:3) or
“except one be born of the water and the spirit” (John 3:5 “he
cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” And then in the 7th
verse of the same chapter, “Ye must be born again.” Now then
for Nicodemus, a religious man, to be in the kingdom of God
he was told that he had to be born again.

The apostle Paul wrote in Col. 1:13, how that God de-
livered us out of the power of darkness and translated us into
the kingdom of the Son of His love. Now Paul was writing to
Christians. The first chapter of Colossians states that the
letter was directed to the saints and the faithful brethren
in Christ.

Not only is just merely being moral and religious not the
basis for making one a Christian, but one can even be a
worshiper of God and still not be a child of God or a Chris-
tian. We have illustrations of this fact in the days of Christ.
The Pharisees were the straighter sect of the Jews and were
worshipers of God but they were not Christians and even part
of their worship was condemned. As he stated in Matt. 15, and
Mark 7, “in vain do you worship me teaching the doctrines of
the precepts of men.”

Even on the day of Pentecost when those thousands upon
thousands of devout Jews from every nation under heaven
had assemnbled together, they were told to do something be-
cause they were not Christians nor were they saved.

There is the Ethiopian eunuch, who was treasurer for
Queen Candace of Ethiopia. He was a worshiper of God. He
had been to Jerusalem and he was returning home riding in a
chariot, reading Isaiah when Philip appeared to him and said
to him, “Do you understand what you read?”’ and he said, “How
can I? except one guide me.” And beginning with that scripture
he preached unto him Jesus. Now he couldn’t have been a
Christian if he didn’t know about Christ, for a Christian is
one who is part of Christ. And Philip preached to him and
when they came to a certain body of water, the eunuch said,
“Here is water, what hindereth me to be baptized? And they
both went down into the water, both Philip and the eunuch, and
he baptized him and they both came up out of the water and
the eunuch went on his way rejoicing.”” He wasn’t a Christian
before he heard of Christ though he was a worshiper of God.

Now then what is a Christian and how does one become a
Christion? Our lesson reading today said, “As many as are led
by the spirit of God they are the sons of God.” And according to
the language of Christ, one can not be a child of God in the
Kingdom except one be born again. In the third chapter and the
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seventh verse of John, Christ said, “Marvel not that I said unto
thee, Ye must be born anew.” Therefore, a Christian is one who
died and has been resurrected or born anew. He is dead to sin
but he has been made alive in Christ Jesus.

It is the same situation that we understand in every day
life from a physical standpoint. Many great and fine people are
born citizens of some country other than the United States of
America. They want to become Americans. It isn’t primarily a
question of their moral conduct. It is a question of their desire
to renounce or to die to their nationality to which they were
born. They were born citizens of Britain or Germany or of
France, or Italy or some other nation of the world but they
desire to repudiate that nationality. So they just simply die
as it were; they renounce all allegiance they ever gave or will
give to any potentate or king or governor of a foreign country,
whoever he may be, and they then assume or they swear alle-
giance to the constitution of the United States of America. They
simply die to one country, and become alive to another country.

This is the same principle set forth in the scriptures. A
child of God is a citizen of a new kingdom. He has been trans-
lated according to Paul in Col. the first chapter from the king-
dom of darkness into the kingdom of the Son of his love. That
makes him, according to Biblical language, a stone in the spiri-
tual temple, or a member of the body of the Lord, Jesus Christ,
therefore a Christian. This principle was illustrated in the
second chapter of Acts. The apostle Peter was preaching to
thousands of devout Jews from every nation under heaven. He
convicted them of the fact that they, by the hands of lawless
men, had slain Jesus of Nazareth, who is the Christ, the Son of
the living God. When they heard this, they were pricked in
their hearts and said, “Brethren, what shall we do? And Peter
said unto them, Repent and be baptized, every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of sins, and ye
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” And then in the 41st
and 42nd verses sthe inspired writer says, “They then that re-
ceived his word were baptized: and there were added unto
them in that day about three thousand souls. And they con-
tinued steadfastly in the apostels’ teaching and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread and the prayers.” And the last verse of this
chapter tells us, “And the Lord added to them day by day
those that were saved.” That is God added these people to the
body of Christ.

Peter explains the relationship in another figure of speech
in I Peter 2:5, “Ye also, as living stones, are built up a spiritual
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices,
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” He added them as
stones to his wspiritual house or his temple, that they might
be offered as spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Je-
sus Christ. If you have obeyed as they obeyed on the day of
Pentecost, you have been translated out of the kingdom of
darkness into the kingdom of God’s son. You have been added
to the church of which Paul tells us in Eph. 1:22-23, “and he
put all things in subjection under his feet, and gave him to be
head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fulness
of him that filleth all in all.” If you are in the body of Christ,
you are part of Christ or a Christian.
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Think for just a moment of this figure of speech as a stone
in the temple of God. We might say that these stones must
meet certain structural tests which are set forth in God’s blue-
print, the New Testament. These tests could be applied to any
and everyone who would become a stone in the temple of God.
May we consider these tests for just a moment. For instance
there is the faith test. Without faith it is impossible to pleaze
God, for He said: “He that cometh to God must believe that
he is, and that he is the rewarder of them that diligently seek
him.” Heb. 11:6.

Here is another explanation from the lips of Jesus Christ:
“Except ye believe that I am he, you will die in your sins.”

We have also what might be called “The repentance test.”
In Luke 13:3, the son of God is quoted: “Except ye repent, ye
shall all likewise perish.” In Acts 2:38, Peter is quoted: Repent
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost.” In Acts 17:30-31, the apostle Paul is quoted, when
he said: “The times of ignorance therefore God overlooked;
but now he commandeth men that they should all everywhere
repent: inasmuch as he hath appointed a day in which he will
judge the world in righteousness by the man whom he hath or-
dained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that
he hath raised him from the dead.”

Another structural test is that given by Christ in Matt.
10:32-33, “Everyone therefore who shall econfess me before
men, him will I also confess before my Father who is in heaven.
But whosoever shall deny me, him will I also deny before my
Father who is in heaven.” Here is still another in Gal. 3:26-27,
“For ye are all sons of God, through faith, in Christ Jesus. For
as many of you as were baptized into Christ did put on Christ.”
To be sons of God is to be a citizen of the kingdom and a citizen
of the kingdom is a Christian.

And here is a particularly beautiful and instructive scrip-
ture: “All we who were baptized into Christ Jesus, were bap-
tized into his death. We were buried with him; therefore by
baptism into death; that like as Christ, was raised from the
dead through the glory of the father, so we also might walk in
newness of life.” Now listen to this: “For if we have been
united with likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness
of his resurrection.” Rom. 6:2-6. There we have the complete
picture dead to an old kingdom—alive in the kingdom of God.
Paul said in II Cor. 5:17, “Wherefore if any man is in Christ,
he is a new creature: the old things are passed away; behold,
they are become new.”

We have read today from God’s word that which made
Christians on the day of Pentecost and we have examined the
tests that God lays down in his word for those who would be
stones in the spiritual temple or Christians. If you have obeyed
as they did on the day of Pentecost, if you meet these tests as
set down by the New Testament, you can say with assurance
that “I am a Christian.” “I am a child of God.”

Our text says, “So then, brethren, we are debtors, not to
the flesh, to live after the flesh: for if ye live after the flesh
ye must die; but if by the Spirit ye put to death the deeds of
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the body, ye shall live. For as many as are led by the Spirit
of God, these are sons of God. For ye received not the spirit of
bondage again unto fear; Abba, Father. The Spirit himself
beareth witness with our spirit, that we are children of God:
and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with
Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also
glorified with him.” The Lord in John 14:15:16:17, told his
disciples that he was sending the spirit that he should guide
them into all truth and bring to remembrance all things what-
soever he had commanded. That, the spirit did when he came
on the day of Pentecost speaking and moving through the apos-
tles that men might know how they might become Christians.
If we are led by the spirit as it speaks to us through the New
Testament then we are children of God. We have become heirs
of God and joint heirs with Christ. Then as we suffer with
him as Christians we glorify God and we shall be glorified in
the last day with Christ. Are you a Christian? Could you honest-
ly say I do not want to be a Christian? You can be a citizen of
the kingdom of the Son of God just as they did nearly two thou-
sand years ago. Will you not today meet the tests, believe with
all your heart that Jesus is the Christ, turn aside in repentance
from every sin, confess your faith in Jesus as Son of God and
then be dead to sin by being buried with him in baptism and as
he was raised, be raised to walk in newness of life. Then you
are a new creature in Christ. Our plea is for every person in the
audience today that you be a Christian, nothing more, nothing
less, that you might glorify God in that name.
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