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Why Not a Supplement
To The Bible?

By James D. Willeford November 15, 1953

A few weeks ago a friend of mine said, “I u t.

for a rallrpad. Among other duties I helped I;reparsel()iillg) cgv\?;‘}f
ing the shipment of freight. Every tariff book would have from
one to half a dozen supplements. One was always wondering
if he had all the supplements to a particular tariff. There were
also supplements to the table of express rates and to the tele-
graph company’s @ariff book. Nearly every set of instructions
by any company is soon obsolete and replaced by a new set
or supplements must be issued to the original instructions. Aé
I contemplated this situation one day, the question came to
mind, ‘Why not a supplement for the Bible? ”

The question asked by this railroad man is
a number of people throughout the land today. a’i‘slfe aqsfl{:gtigg
is ul’lderstandable because all man-made things change. Last
year’s telephone directory is out of date. Our school texts of
ten years ago h.ave to be replaced or supplemented as new
kpowledge 1s gained. Scientific theories are being revised or
discarded {md new theories take their place. We are in a
cgl}stant whirl trying to keep pace with the ever-changing con-
ditions about us. In view of this situation we can understand
thy men who are not acquainted with God’s word may ask
Why not a supplement for the Bible?” ;

Though we admit that man-made things
of their imperfections, we deny that the Bi%)le crlllgc?dgse ag‘;caslllxspEz
plement. _It was not man-made and it does not have humanity’s
1mperfegt10ns stamped upon it. It is perfect; hence complete
It contains the complete will of God to man. All that God wants'»
us to know about righteousness, He has revealed in the Bible.

__ Christ selected the apostles through who i
will and ‘l“,o have it written in the Neg\;v Testglmggt.r ev;lzl SE;;
to them, “I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye can-
not bear them_ now. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of Truth
1s come, he wnll.g_uide you into all truth” (John 16: 12 13),
Dlgi the Holy Splrl't guide the apostles into all truth? ﬁesué
said He woulgi. Did he? If Jesus spoke the truth, verily he
did. That being the case, the will of God was completely re-
vealed to men in the days of the apostles, the inspired ambas-
sadors of thg Lord Jesus Christ. James recognized that the
Lord kept His promise to reveal all truth to the apostles, and
he calls the gospel they preached “the perfect law of libérty o
’I:hg word trapslated “perfect” means “brought to its en&
flplshed ; wanting nothing necessary to completeness.” Thayer"
gives James 1:25 as a reference following these definitions.
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Since Christ said the Holy Spirit would guide the apostles
into all truth, we can say confidently that all spiritual truth
was revealed in the first century for there have been no true
apostles since that time. To be an apostle of Christ one had
to be a witness of the resurrected Lord (Acts 1:22). When
Jesus selected Saul to become an apostle, He said to him,
“I have appeared unto thee . .. to make thee a minister and
a witness” (Acts 26:16).

An apostle had to be a witness, and witnesses do not have
successors. To illustrate: Suppose you see an accident and
you are called into court to testify as a witness, but before you
are called you die? Do you suppose any judge in the land
would permit a friend of yours to give your testimony on the
grounds that he was your successor? No, because witnesses
cannot have successors. The apostles of Christ were witnesses
of the Lord, andit was to these men that the Holy Spirit gave
“all truth.” This is why Paul could say, “I declared unto you
all the counsel of God” (Acts 20:27).

That all the truth was delivered to the apostles is further
verified by Jude who said, ‘“Beloved, while I was giving all
diligence to write unto you of our common salvation, I was
constrained to write unto you exhorting you to contend earnest-
ly for the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints”
(Jude 3). This inspired writer was pleading for that which
had already been revealed and which was then in common
possession of all saints. He declared that the faith had been
delivered once for all. It was delivered one time for all time.
This is an indictment of those who come to us with new reve-
lations or visions or dreams. The Lord did not intend that His
will should be made in installments, or supplements as the
centuries roll by. He delivered the faith once for all and it
was complete when He gave it.

In reading the New Testament we learn that the faith and
the gospel are the same thing. In the first chapter of Galatians
Paul said, “I preached the gospel,” and in speaking of this
work he said, “I preached the faith” (Gal. 1:11, 23). The gos-
pel was delivered in the first century once and for all, and at
that time it was the power of God unto salvation (Rom. 1:16).
In referring to this gospel Paul said: “For therein is the right-
eousness of God revealed.” Since the first century the perfect
will of God has been revealed through His perfect law of liberty.

We have further proof that the Bible is all-sufficient in an
inspired statement of the Apostle Paul. He said, “Every scrip-
ture inspired of God is also profitable for teaching, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness; that
the man of God may be complete, furnished completely unto
every good work” (II Tim. 3:16, 17). Paul said the scripture
is profitable for four things. Note how comprehensive they
are: (1) for doctrine and teaching; (2) for reproof; (3) for
correction; (4) for instruction in righteousness. You cannot
imagine any condition or need of mankind but that one or the
other of these statements will meet it. The Bible will com-
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pletely furnish a man unto every good yvork. Abraha{g };mé:;)g
truly said, “All the good from %he ?awg}xl‘. ofle:i vz;);' et
municated through this Book; but or this B R
jeht from wrong. All the things deS}ra.' e L
lc{é]r(l)tv:xir{é% in it” (3000 Illustratioms for Christian Service, by

Walter B. Knight, p. 57).

i ! id, Scriptures are
ble scholar has said, “The more the {
studﬁadB}che more one is convinced that they are self—contalllléc‘e;}:
and ab’solutely complete—revealing a gfzrfect plan tt%ouig?,ible
and having neither superfluity mor lack (A1l Abou e b
by Sidney Collett, p. 51).

I think that we will all agree the bes@ way to 'showtwlt1:th?¥
the Bible is sufficient or not is to put it 'to.van?tgs_ ei. .if e
it meets the requirements of these tests it is suilficient;
does not, it is insufficient.

i i i i ici ide as to how to
begin with, is the Bible a sufficient gul
beco};?e agChristian—to be sz%ve(i1 fro;n pas.t;n ;igs‘;uelgggonr: WI(;
find the answer, let us put forth a few Si f' Hng
v to do to become a member o g
you wanted to know what C . L o
Lion’ lub where would you go to fin e 7
%é?ln;is(]]ned to know the procedure to follolv(v1 in aé%gilyﬁzgtuiqu ;’i
i tion, where would you g0? 11y,
patent for some new lnven 3 X ) g e M
lating these things.
you would go to the rules regu e eyt Bow
is the only book that tells the only‘ od-app e
i isti the only book that tells
the first Christians were made_. It is th - Nl
5 hristians for all time. a
the God-approved way for mak'lng C : ) B
i i do in becoming such?
did the first who became Christians Jatouine A
nd chapter of Acts we have tl}e ulfi 1
E)}ll'gnfies(;os made by God. All of these might be summe(()l 1ilp ;Il‘{
one—the opening of the Kinidom (t)lfl Gggi I?i]glg‘:%erl’lll?& uttgraﬁce
ing the words that Peter spoke as ?;h T e
the Israelites were convinced that the the 2
ifi d of Glory. Desiring the
crucified was now the ascended 'Lor s
i i i lored the mercy O od,
forgiveness of their sins, they imp y =
i t of the apostles, “men &
saying unto Peter and the qres 8 B it ns
brethren, what shall we do? Peter, being - .
Y i b baptized every omne ol yo
truth” answered, “Repent, and be T L i e
in the name of Jesus Christ for the ren}’lss:;) it 5  n
1 receive the gift of the Holy Ghrost”, (Acts 2: i
zgiﬁpany of three thousand glaily dricea/;:dc lfgfchww%ﬂ;n chl(:;;
baptized, and were added by the Lor 1:1(1) o y
- ple were save
were saved, verses 41-47. We know these D _sa
le can become Christians
for the Lord says they were. Peop I S
i i that these Jews did. The Bible
today by doing the same things [ e Chrutins
i fficient in telling us what to do to A
1\ifeml?)e(l:ome Christians by doing just Wha}t it says. Any. subs}tll
tute for or change of the Lords plan is but to question e

sufficiency of His word.

i isti i to the Lord’s plan,
ing become a Christian accordmg. ) ;

we vl;ll?lv wim to know that we are Woyshlppmg him correctly.
Tet us see if the Bible can sufficiently inform us as to tt{e wor-
ship that God will accept. We are to look for the worship that

ey ¢
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will please God. God is the one we want to adore and we want
our worship to be what he has commanded, knowing that it will
please Him. Jesus said to those of us who want to be true wor-
shipers of God that we “must worship him in Spirit and in
truth.” (John 4:24.) Worship *“in spirit”-in sincerity, and “in
truth” - as the truth or word of God directs. Following this
principle, let us notice what the apostles and the early Chris-
tians did as worship. Their worship was pleasing to God and
will be an all-sufficient guide for us to follow for Christ said
the Spirit would guide them into “all truth.”

All who are genuinely converted to the Lord know the need
for constant communion with Him by prayer. Therefore we are
told to ‘“pray without ceasing;” the Jerusalem Christians “con-
tinued stedfastly in . . . prayer.” Then we can be sure that
prayer to God in the name of Christ will be acceptable.

The early Christians were thankful that they were lib-
erated from the bondage of sin, and they wanted to help in
carrying the gospel to others. When the Lord gave them
instructions about giving of their means to his work, they were
ready to obey. Through the apostles, the Lord said, “Upon the
first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as
God hath prospered him.” (I Cor. 16:2.) From the divine in-
structions given in the New Testament we learn that Christians
should give as they are prospered, and this should be done up-
on the Lord’s day when they assemble to worship. When we
follow the Lord’s word the church will have sufficient funds
to carry on its work, and our giving will be an acceptable act
of worship to God.

In reading the will of Christ we learn that early Christians
praised God through singing. This they did because the Lord
said. “Speaking to yourselves in psalms, and hymns and spiri-
tual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the
Lord” (Eph. 5:19). When we come into the Lord’s house to
praise Him we should “offer the sacrifice of praise to God con-
tinually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.
(Heb. 13:15.) We are prompted by faith when we offer to God
vocal music for this is the kind he directs us to offer Him.

The Bible is sufficient then, to direct us in this part of our
worship.

But let us see if the Bible is sufficient to direct us in par-
taking of the Lord’s supper. Paul said, “the Lord Jesus the same
night in which he was betrayed took bread: And when he had
given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body,
which is broken for you; this do in remembrance of me. After the
same manner also he took the cup, when he supped, saying, This
cup is the new testament in my blood; this do ye, as oft as ye
drink it, in remembrance of me.” (I Cor. 11:23-25.) The Son of
God instructs us to partake of the Lord’s supper in his memory,
and Luke tells us when this was done. He said, “And upon the
first day of the week, when the disciples came together to
break bread, Paul preached unto them.” (Acts 20:7.) The Bible
is sufficient to guide us in partaking of the Lord’s supper.

In studying the question of acceptable worship we learn
that the early Christians “continued stedfastly in the apostles
doctrine.” (Acts 2:42.) This statement is significant for it dem-
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onstrates that they knew the apostles were guided into “all
truth.” When they came to worship upon the first day of the
week they listened to, and studied the apostles’ teaching. That
was sufficient then, and it is sufficient today. Let us remember
that we have the apostles’ doctrine in the Bible.

But let us put the Bible to another test. Is it sufficent to
guide us in Christian living? The apostle Peter said that God
“hath given unto us all things that pertain to life and god-
liness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to
glory and virtue.” (2 Pet. 1:3.) Since the Lord has given us
everything that pertains to life and godliness in the Bible, it
needs no supplement! It is as up-to-date as the morning news-
paper, because it establishes broad principles of conduct. For
example, it does not in so many words condemn shooting dice,
but it establishes the principle against gambling, whether the
gambling is done by delinquent boys in the alley or in the finest
house in town with dice or cards, or at a race track controlled
by a movie star. The Bible does not specifically command ob-
servance of traffic laws, but it does teach, “Let every person
be subject to the governing authorities.” (Rom. 13:1.)

The changing patterns of life fall into place with the prin-
ciples taught in the Bible. Jesus said, “whatever ye wish that
men would unto you, do so to them; for this is the law and the
prophets.” (Matt. 7:12.) Again, “For the whole law is fuifilled
in one word, ‘you shall love your neighbor as yourself.’” (Gal.
5:14.) These principles fit into any social order in any century
and any country.

But let us test the all-sufficiency of the Bible in another
respect. Is it sufficient in time of tribulation and calamity?
Once a Sulton of Turkey bade his Grand Vizier to compile the
briefest possible history of the human race. The Vizier’s history
history read, “They were born; they suffered; they died.” In
the Old Testament Job said, “Man that is born of woman is of
few days, and full of trouble.” (Job 14:1.) But in the midst of
our troubles, David reassures the righteous man when he says,
“God is our refuge and strenth, a very present help in trouble.
Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed and
though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea.”
(Psa. 46:1-2.) In the New Testament Paul said, “But I would not
have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are
asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.
For if ye believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them
also which sleep in Jesus shall God bring with him. .. Wherefore
comfort one another with these words.” (I Thess. 4:13,14,18.)

The Bible is sufficient to meet every problem of life, and
we might well say with Sir Walter Scott of this Book,

“Within this awful volume lies
The mystery of mysteries:
Happiest he of human race
To whom God has given grace.

To read, to fear, to hope, to pray,

To lift the latch, and learn the way;
And better had he ne’er been born
‘Who reads to doubt, or reads to scorn.”



	Abilene Christian University
	Digital Commons @ ACU
	11-15-1953

	Churches of Christ Salute You with a Herald of Truth: Why Not a Supplement to the Bible?
	James Willeford
	Recommended Citation


	MASTER_acu_HoT_CoC.Salute_15.11.1953.001
	MASTER_acu_HoT_CoC.Salute_15.11.1953.002
	MASTER_acu_HoT_CoC.Salute_15.11.1953.003
	MASTER_acu_HoT_CoC.Salute_15.11.1953.004
	MASTER_acu_HoT_CoC.Salute_15.11.1953.005

