
Downhill Skiing at Saint John’s:

The Story of 
“Mount Carmel”

Left image undated.  O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Athletics\Winter 
sports\Skiing\Other Sports 1890-1983 v1 p80.jpg
Right image: 1940 Sagatagan p.84 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/28484/rec/3
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1942 Sagatagan Yearbook

I’ll start with this old not-to-scale map from the inside covers of the 1942 Sagatagan 
yearbook showing the Saint John’s campus and its environs.  In previous history 
lessons I’ve talked about<ENTER> Observatory Hill, where the Prep School is now, 
and <ENTER> the toboggan slide that was built there.  [See Skiing at Saint John's: 
The Early Years, 2020.]
Campus map from inside the covers of the 1942 Sagatagan yearbook
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1942 Sagatagan Yearbook

Also identified on this map is the “Mount Carmel ski slide.”  Many people have no 
idea that Saint John’s once had its very own ski hill.
Campus map from inside the covers of the 1942 Sagatagan yearbook
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1922

The earliest mention of Mount Carmel: in the Sagatagan

The earliest mention of Mount Carmel in campus publications shows up in the 
Sagatagan  yearbook twenty years before that map.  It’s in reference to a big ski 
meet in February 1922, when Mount Carmel and Observatory Hill furnished jump-
offs for the skiers. 
1922 Sagatagan p.122 (p.63 of the pdf)
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/17171/rec/1
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1936 Sagatagan p. 46

1936 Sagatagan p.48

1936

The 1936 Sagatagan makes a couple other references to it, noting that Mount
Carmel was the location of a ski jump with a “400-foot scaffolding” and that 
students “dare to jump Mount Carmel.”
Left text:  1936 Sagatagan p. 46 (of the pdf)
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/41634/rec/2
Right text: 1936 Sagatagan p.48 (p.25 of the pdf)
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/41613/rec/2
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1936

January 14, 1932, p. 8

The earliest mention in The Record

1932

Ten years later, Mount Carmel gets its first mention in The Record:  “With the 
plentiful supply of snow on Mt. Carmel and the Observatory slide, skiing has 
become a big fall among students…”  …or a “big flop.” <ENTER>  And, in 1936, 
there’s a passing reference, noting that “what goes up must come down—hard.”
January 14, 1932, p. 8
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/27231/rec/21
December 10, 1936, p. 3  
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/28335/rec/1
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1940
Sagatagan 

1940

1936 Sagatagan

The 1936 Sagatagan makes a couple other references to it, noting that Mount
Carmel was the location of a ski jump with a “400-foot scaffolding.” And the 1940 
yearbook gives us some pictures.
1936 Sagatagan p. 46 (of the pdf) 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/41634/rec/2
Text inset: 1940 Sagatagan p.83 (p. 42 of the pdf) 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/28483/rec/3
Right image: 1940 Sagatagan p.84 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/28484/rec/3
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1940 
Sagatagan 

1941 
Sagatagan

(…which were included in my previous history lesson on the ski club.)
Text inset: 1940 Sagatagan p.83 (p. 42 of the pdf) 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/28483/rec/3
Right image: 1940 Sagatagan p.84 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/28484/rec/3
Left image: 1941 Sagatagan p.39 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/18404/rec/4
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The Namesake 
for the Ski Hill

Mount Carmel is a 
coastal mountain 
range in northern 

Israel. Haifa, Israel's 
third largest city, is 

located on the 
northern slope. 

The Carmelite order 
was founded there in 

the 12th century. 

1942

As for the name, it isn’t until a 1942 Record issue that we get some historical 
context for the name “Mount Carmel,” in an article which, with contemporary 
sensibilities, is of interest for reasons having to do with indigenous artifacts once 
displayed in the Wimmer Hall 3rd floor museum.  Apparently, a picture of Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel graced the ski hill for some years.   But which came first? – the 
photo or the name? – is not clear. 
1942 April 23 Record p. 2 
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/29448/rec/1
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Mount Carmel, Saskatchewan:

1946

Besides Mount Carmel in Israel, there is an Abbey-affiliated Mount Carmel.  The 
first issue of Scriptorium in 1946 documents that there was a shrine to Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel in Carmel, Saskatchewan, Canada, near Saint Peter’s Abbey, which 
was founded by monks originally from Saint John’s in 1903. 
1946-03 Scriptorium Volume 06 Number 01 Spring p.81
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/25257/rec/8
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“Mt. Carmel soon dispelled 
this casual confidence of 
Hunstiger, Juan, and 
Landwehr.”

1945

I was surprised to find this 1945 reference to Mount Carmel – and to my uncle, Roy 
Landwehr!
1945 Sagatagan p.65  
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/18528/rec/7
“6. Mt. Carmel soon dispelled this casual confidence of Hunstiger, Juan, and 
Landwehr.”
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Campus map inside the covers of the 1942 Sagatagan

So where, more precisely, was Mount Carmel? 
Campus map from inside the covers of the 1942 Sagatagan yearbook
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Most – though not all – evidence of its existence has vanished, but of course the hill 
itself is still there.  The high point and the descending slopes are evident on 
topographical maps.
USGS map: MN_Avon_20130816_TM_geo (zoomed),  2013
Front: Google Maps view ca. 2020(?)
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…and <ENTER> this overly shows where it was – and is – in Google’s aerial view.
USGS map: MN_Avon_20130816_TM_geo (zoomed),  2013
Front: Google Maps view ca. 2020(?)
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And while the slopes themselves are being reclaimed by the forest, their previous 
existence is still evident in aerial photos.
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The Record Dec. 15, 1949

1949

From the 1949 Record:  “Ski club enthusiasts first made and then mapped the 
network of trails.” Many of these points of reference can still be found today.
Ski trails map from The Record Dec. 15, 1949, p. 7
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/30221/rec/149
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The Record
Dec. 15, 

1949

Ski trails map 2013-2014

And one can juxtapose the 1949 trails with a more recent Arboretum map to find 
the old features, like <ENTER> the old water tower, <ENTER> the maple sugar 
shack’s original location, <ENTER> Mount Carmel, <ENTER> “Look Out Run,” the top 
of the old toboggan slide, <ENTER> and others.
Ski trails map from The Record Dec. 15, 1949, p. 7
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/30221/rec/149
...and the new ski trails map from SJ’s Outdoor University (2013-14)
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1950

“Plans for next year include further development on Mt. Carmel, construction 
of a new ski jump on the same hill, and expansion of the existing trails.”

The Sagatagan documents that a ski tow and an advanced downhill run on Mount 
Carmel were completed in 1950, and notes the ski club’s plans for further 
development.  <ENTER> It also identifies Fr. Conrad Diekmann (brother to Fr. 
Godfrey) as the club’s faculty advisor.
1950 Sagatagan p. 44 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/18822/rec/10
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The Record January 1951 
1951

“Soon St. John’s had to add a 
rope tow for our short ski hill. 
Having no electricity in the 
area, an old service truck was 
parked on the top of the hill 
[on a concrete slab], a wheel 
was removed and a smooth 
rim was installed. ..

The rope merely ran on the 
snow down the hill and went 
around a pulley at the 
bottom of the hill to keep in 
line.”

- Fr. Walter Kieffer

A 1951 Record provides a photo of Fr. Conrad and a couple of others using the rope 
tow on Mount Carmel. The skiers were dragged up the slope thanks to an old truck 
on a concrete slab, a thick rope, and a pulley.
The Record 1951 Jan. 18 p.2 Diekmann, Conrad
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/CSBArchNews/id/30493/rec/2
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1974

Conrad Diekmann, OSB was instrumental in promoting skiing in the 1950s-1970s

Spring SJU Alumni Magazine 

A later tribute to Fr. Conrad noted the role he played in maintaining the hill and 
providing a rope tow.  It said that <ENTER> “the hill should rightly be renamed 
Mount Conrad.”
Deutsch, Alfred, OSB.  “Fr. Conrad Diekmann, OSB, 1904-1974.” 1974 Spring SJU 
Alumni Mag v.13 n.4 p. 1-5
Text from 1974 Spring SJU Alumni Magazine v. 13 n.4, p.5 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/5491/rec/39
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The Record
December 1952

Building a 
jump on 
Observatory 
Hill

Ski meets 
are planned

The Record
November 1954

More activities by the ski club…
The Record Dec. 5, 1952, p. 4  
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/30608/show/30607
The Record Nov. 12, 1954 p. 4 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31405/show/31404
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1957

By 1957, the Ski Club was doing such things as enlarging the ski hill, taking a trip to 
ski on Mount Telemark in Wisconsin, hosting another Annual Invitational Ski Meet 
on Mount Carmel, and besting even UMD at Minnesota’s intercollegiate ski meet in 
Duluth.
The Record Jan. 18, 1957, p. 3
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31159/show/31149
The Record March 22, 1957, p. 3 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/31327/show/31325
Images from Skier 1956-57 PC06 SJP Athletics p31a & 31b jpgs
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The new ski tow “stands 
atop the 900 foot slope … 
and is powered by a new 
Jeep engine.”

The Record
January 1962

1962 Sagatagan p.111 

The 1960 winter Olympics took place in the United States, near Lake Tahoe; Johnnie 
interest in downhill skiing was high in 1962.  A new rope tow powered by a Jeep 
engine was installed on the cement pad at the top of the hill. 
The Record Jan. 12, 1962, p.3
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/33353/show/33351
Photo: 1962 Sagatagan p.111 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/36356/rec/25
“…The season ended with a meet on Mount Carmel, the campus ski hill. All three 
members entered downhill and slalom competition while Jenkins alone participated 
in the jumping events….Captain Bill Wagner is looking forward to a successful season 
next year since only one member of the team will be lost through graduation. The ski 
team is chosen from among members of the St. John's Ski Club. The ski club consists 
of about thirty enthusiastic skiers, many of whom are new to the sport. Tom Withrow, 
president of the club, arranged several outings for the group, highlighted by a trip to 
Michigan during the semester break. The club is moderated by Fr. David McDarby, 
O.S.B.”
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1962Later (and better) known as Fr. Michael Naughton 

1962 Sagatagan p.111 

Antics on the ski hill were not without their consequences!
Text box: 1962 Scriptorium Volume 21 Number 01 p. 125 (p. 132 of the pdf)
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/27267/rec/26
Right image: 1962 Sagatagan p.111
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/36356/rec/25
Naughton image: 1963 Sagatagan p.81  
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/36519/rec/72 
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When power was installed to the 
Saint John’s radio tower, built in 
1966, it was also run to the ski hill 
to replace the jeep motor – no 
more need for fuel, oil and a 
battery.  

A second slab was poured for a 
transformer. 

A warming house was added at 
the top… heated with a wood 
stove. 

- Fr. Walter Kieffer

1962 Sagatagan p.111 

When power was installed to the Saint John’s radio tower, built in 1966, it was also 
run to the ski hill to replace the jeep motor – no more need for fuel, oil and a 
battery.  A second slab was poured for a transformer.  A warming house was added 
at the top…heated with a wood stove. 
The Record Jan. 12, 1962, p.3
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/33353/show/33351
Photo: 1962 Sagatagan p.111 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/36356/rec/25
“…The season ended with a meet on Mount Carmel, the campus ski hill. All three 
members entered downhill and slalom competition while Jenkins alone participated 
in the jumping events….Captain Bill Wagner is looking forward to a successful season 
next year since only one member of the team will be lost through graduation. The ski 
team is chosen from among members of the St. John's Ski Club. The ski club consists 
of about thirty enthusiastic skiers, many of whom are new to the sport. Tom Withrow, 
president of the club, arranged several outings for the group, highlighted by a trip to 
Michigan during the semester break. The club is moderated by Fr. David McDarby, 
O.S.B.”
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The Record Jan. 17, 1964, p. 1

The Record Nov. 18, 1966, p. 3 

Alas, a 1964 fire on the ski hill burned the warming house atop Mount Carmel.  
“What was it that burned?  Why, the warming house, naturally.”  …<ENTER>  but by 
1966 the club was installing lights on the hill.
That reference to “Brother John” is to Bro. John Anderl, abbey tailor and fire 
chief in the 1960s.
The Record Jan. 17, 1964, p. 1 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/33383/show/33379
The Record Nov. 18, 1966, p. 3  
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/33602/show/33598
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A rare treat: ski hill video footage, circa the 1950s or ‘60s.
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1967

“…reorganized after a 
four-year layoff…”

Membership 
“increased to nearly 

250, including 
members from St. 

Ben’s and the Nursing 
School.”

1967 saw even more interest, with a re-organized intercollegiate ski team and a ski 
club – including Bennies.
The Record Feb. 17, 1967, p. 5  
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/33707/show/33705
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1967-68

…although no Bennies made it into this photo, taken west of Pat Hall on the bank 
near Stumpf Lake.
Ski Club 1967-68
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Athletics\Winter sports\Skiing\Other Sports 1890-
1983 v1 p78.jpg
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“Improvements” are made to the ski hill site, mostly to make the hill safer and to 
establish a better parking area, using a bulldozer.  

Seeing this “development” in the woods – shortly after Earth Day – draws the criticism of 
campus journalist John Thavis in May 1972. 

“Improvements” are made to the ski hill site, mostly to make the hill safer and to 
establish a better parking area, using a bulldozer.  Seeing this “development” in the 
woods – shortly after Earth Day – draws the criticism of campus (and future 
Vatican) journalist John Thavis in May 1972. 
The Record May 16, 1972, p. 2
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/cdm/ref/collection/CSBArchNews/id/34699/show/34698
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1974-75 Prep World

19751975-76 Prep World

But by the mid-1970s, interest in the ski hill by the college students was waning.  
According to Fr. Walter, “Students were starting to go to Kimball to ski at Powder 
Ridge where a new modern ski hill was developed with snow making [and chair] 
lifts.”  In their place, Prep students were struggling to keep the ski hill viable – with 
their ski club members picking rocks, weeding, and fixing the rope tow. 
1974-75 Prep World p. 32 [not online] 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/40857/rec/40
1975-76 Prep World p.96 [not online] 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/41111/rec/49
Quote from Fr. Walter Kieffer, in an email to the archivist, December 2022.
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1976-77 Prep World, p.62 

“The Prep School is proud to say that it’s the only high school in Minnesota that has 
its own ski hill, Mt. Carmel.”
Text: 1976-77 Prep World, p.62 [not online] 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/41245/rec/52
Image: 1974-75 Prep World p. 32 [not online] 
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1976-77 Prep World, p.99 

In the winter of 1976-77, another new rope was needed, so, with some help from 
Fr. Otto Weber, the Prep ski club replaced the “cheap, well-worn rope” from 
Powder Ridge with another one.  This was with no support from the “college Joes.”
1976-77 Prep World p.99  [not online] 
http://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/41282/rec/54
Image undated.  O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\Athletics\Winter 
sports\Skiing\Other Sports 1890-1983 v1 p80.jpg
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2010

But without support from the University, the ski hill operation could no longer be 
sustained.  “All the equipment was removed. At some point later, possibly with the 
start of Nordic Cross Country skiing, the slabs were pushed off the trails to allow for 
grooming equipment to pass through… and Mount Carmel was returned to nature 
once again. ” – Fr. Walter Kieffer.
Photo Sept. 2010 by plr
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2010

Now, only the concrete slabs remain to give silent testimony to the many hours of 
enthusiastic winter activity once common on the slopes of Mount Carmel….And the 
forest is gradually reclaiming the slopes.
Sept. 2010 by plr
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Compiled from 2019-2023 
from resources in the archives of 

Saint John’s University,  Saint John’s Abbey 
and elsewhere as noted 

by Peggy Landwehr Roske,  CSB/SJU Archivist

All rights reserved.
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“As time went by, after WWII, many jeeps, which were the workhorses of the troops, became available along with the spare 
parts. A motor was obtained, and a slab was poured at the top of the hill where the old truck was parked each year. The 
engine along with the attached transmission was mounted on some pedestal. A battery and fuel tank provided for it. To 
protect this new and permanent setup, a building was built over it with only a door to enter. This sat up there and ran year 
after year. It was coming to it ends about the time KSJR radio tower was built. To supply electrical power to this new site, a 
buried high voltage line was installed to the site. Someone with foresight promoted that a line could be tapped off of this 
line and run to the ski hill to run an electric motor for the rope tow to replace the old jeep motor. This also would simplify 
the operation as only a switch was need to turn it on and off, no more need for fuel, oil and battery. To bring the line up to 
the ski hill, a manhole was installed in the original path so that high voltage tap equipment could be installed for service.
This is still in place south of the old stone gate by a few hundred feet. For the high voltage to useable, transformer had to
installed. A second slab was poured a little to the west where the supply line came up to feed the transformers. A 
secondary power line then came off the transformer with a 220-volt feed to the engine house. That winter was a bust for 
snow, but the new motor and toll worked wonderfully when skiing was permitted.
A few years later, lights were added to the hill and night skiing was begun when snow covered the hills. A warming house 
was added at the top of Rabbit run. This was heated with a wood stove. This partly burnt due to carelessness. It was 
requested that an electric heater be installed with light inside a rebuilt shed. Also, the rope wore out and needed to be 
replaced as the last person to splice the large haybarn type rope was gone now. I believe Fr. Roger Klassen was the last rope
splicer on campus. About this time talk of grooming equipment was talked about to improve the usage of the hill. It was 
getting to be a major investment with little returns. Students were started to go to Kimball to ski at Powder Ridge where a 
new modern ski hill was developed with snow making, lifts and all. Our Mount Carmel was returned to nature once again. 
Over the next year or two, all the equipment and electrical power was removed. At some point later, possibly with the start 
of Nordic Cross Country skiing, the slabs were pushed off the path of their trails to allow for grooming equipment to pass 
through.”  - from Fr. Walter Kieffer, December 2022

Addendum: Fr. Walter Kieffer’s history of the ski hill, emailed to the archivist in 
December 2022.
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