Re-Writing the Irish Immigration

Those who Arrived by Sea

Irish Immigration into Argentina’

The “Spanish Irish”
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wara Irish-born, Sema of them played avery
active rola while othors took tho opportunity
to desert and setile down in this country.,
(raf. “Amoras an s Histora Arganting " - Mar-
e Céspadas ¥ sus hifas, by Horaolo Sal-
dunaj,

I tha fieal group, Inah-boim Genaral Be-
reaford played a leading role when he was
in eharge of the sxpedition: ke claimad the
lithe of “Qevarnod of Buanos Alfes", Among
the officors we find Browne, Mugent, Ken-
ny, Bannally, Murray, Mahan, Cadogan and
Duff, undoubtedly of irah orgin. Among
those who switched sides we can mention

Pater Campball, a “gaucha’ frem Tippar-
ary who was later to govern the province of
Carrlantss and who svantually foundad the
Uruguayan navy. Wa could alae mantion
Patrick lsland, root of the lsla family with
impartant branches in the provines af Bus-
rs Alres and Migusl Skanne.

Irish at the Time of Independence

Among thoso who attended the open
town councll mesting held on May 22 we
finel savaral of rish blood, as is tho case of
Joaguin Campana (Campbell) who spoke
slaquently demanding the resignation of the
Viearay, Clanarda, In uim, Colonal Domin-
go French sntered history by distibuling
tackadas with tha natichal colours. Admi
ral William Brown was undoubtadly the
Irishman moat cleasly linked o Indapand-
anea, ag the founder of the national navy. To
this brilllant ssaman fell the honour of de-
fanting the Spaniards at gaa in the Baltla of
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Montavidas, On this memorable cooasion,
before attacking, he had the band play “St
Patrick's Day in the maming” which latar
bacama one of the officlal navy themos.
Amang the officers who fought with him wa
fined Craly, King, Kearnay and Turmer, among
others.

Ar tothe Army, Gensral San Marin could
alvways count an thi invaluabla cooparation
of General John T, O'Brien, who developsd
saveral snterprissa in differant Southamar-
lean eountrles and who was one of the pro
motars of the Irish iImmigration to this coun-
t

Othar Iriahmen joined the Army of Gen
aral Belgrano, Including Dr, Juan Qughan,
A distinguisbed doclor wh, savaral years
latar, would become the first president of the
Irish Cathollc Assocliation in Dusnos Alres

The Visionaries

Bafora and alter tha lma of indapand-
ence, several Irishmen arrived in the coun-
try, individually, started prosperous busi-
nesses and in many cases married into lo-
cal society.

To increase trade, which was their ob-
jective, they needed to develop the availa-
ble raw materials, basically meat and hides.
Some modern techniques for cattle improve-
ment were adopted by former soldiers of the
Irish invasions, who had been recruited in
the military barracks of Mullingar and Ath-
lone, the Irish sheep center.

It is in this context that, in the years prior
to independence, we record the arrival of
several Irishmen who brought a certain
amount of money with them and settled
down in Buenos Aires, where they noticed
the lack of human resources to develop
sheep-farming as well as the salting indus-
try. Therefore Patricio Browne, born in Wex-
ford, Pedro Sheridan, born in Cavan, ,Guill-
ermo Mooney and Patricio Bookey, both
from Westmeath, born in Cavan, began to
contact their fellow countrymen, urging them
to settle in these promising land where work
was guaranteed. The visits to Ireland of Gen-
eral O’Brien and Toméas Armstrong, an in-
fluential trader of Buenos Aires, contributed
further to the flow in immigration. Many of
these firstimmigrants were sons and daugh-
ters of Irish farmers, and with a good level of
education were able, in a few years, to be-
come important Argentine ranchers.

The Grear Immigration

As a consequence of this business proc-
ess, the flow of immigration grew, increas-
ing yearly, aided by the Irish Catholic Church,
which regularly sent chaplains to Argenti-
na. Father Anthony Fahy stood out among

them. He arrived in our country in 1844 and,
in addition to providing spiritual assistance
and celebrating numerous marriages be-
tween Irishmen settled in the countryside
and newly-arrived Irishwomen temporarily
residing in th cities, he became a counselor,
financier and administrator of the goods of
many members of the Community. To such
end, he had the generous assistance of a
friend of his family, Tomas Armstrong, a
prominent business man in Buenos Aires,
who was a protestant. Together they estab-
lished a model
which kept the
community sepa-
rate from the rest
of the population,
delaying its inte-
gration. Father
Fahy would keep
in touch with the
Irish while Arm-
strong handled
relations with trad-
ers and authori-
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The “Other” Irish
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The Recently Arrived Irish
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