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During Stanley’s Antipodean tour, his ship was steaming towards Wellington,
New Zealand, when he chanced to meet his old friend William Webb cf
Newstead Abbey in the smoking room.

Stanley: The Impossible Life cf Africa’s Greatest Explorer (Tim Jeal, 2007, 423)

Abstract
During the first half of the 20% century teaching and learning about the
antipodes were considered a fundamental element within the undergraduate
geography curricula. However, in the 1970s the antipodes were absent from
Bacon’s surveys of domain, core, and sphere concepts in human and physical
geography. In fast forwarding to the 21% century, the term has virtually
disappeared from introductory-level geography curricula. This exploration
confirms that rather than being an obscure concept, the antipodes percolate
across a diverse range of illustrations in mathematics, cartography, geology,
astronomy, to cultural geography, literature and social theory. Our discourse
supports reclaiming the antipodes for their geodetic value within the
undergraduate introductory geography curriculum, but stresses sensitivities
when using relative connotations in social, cultural, and political arenas.
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