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Abstract

After the Gestapu events of 1965, the Communist Party of Indonesia (PKI) was accused of attempted subversion,
a charge that led to the mass killings of more than 500,000 party members and communist sympathizers. This article
examines the communist question in Indonesia during 1965-1966. It argues that the Indonesian Army, right-wing
civilian group, and traditionalist Islamic organizations used newspapers as an instrument in their campaign for the
elimination of PKI members and suspected communists and in their representation of the communists as traitors to
the nation, God, and the principles of Pancasila. This resulted in the implementation of an anti-communist law which
remains in force nowadays. The massacres of alleged communists also reflect the conflicting political and religious

ideologies of the PKI and right-wing groups, especially on the Indonesian state ideology of Pancasila.

Keywords: ~ Communist Party of Indonesia, Anti-Communist Mass Killings, Right-Wing Newspapers, Pancasila
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' Harold Crouch. (1988). op. cit. pp. 59-60.

% John O Sutter. (1966, October). Two Faces of Konfrontasi: Crush Malaysia and the Gestapu. Asian Survey. 6(10): 528-529.
® Harold Crouch. (1988). op. cit. pp. 62-63.

* aiteafumssassdluulouneufguiinuiudal§i aeling weswn, (2563). duiu. wi 193-213.

® Harold Crouch. (1988). op. cit. p. 64.

& @L‘ﬁmﬁuﬁ Howard M. Federspiel. (1973, Autumn). The Military and Islam in Sukarno’s Indonesia. Pacific Affairs. 46(3): 413-419.
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! Douglas Kammen. (2017, October). World Turned Upside Down: Benedict Anderson, Ruth McVey, and the “Cornell Paper.” Indonesia. 104: 2.

2 Arif Zulkifli; & Wahyu Dhyatmika. (2012). Sarwo Edhie dan Misteri 1965. p. 11.

% Presiden Sukarno mengangkat: Major Djendral Suharto sebagai Menteri/Panglima Ang. Darat Menggantikan Pahlawan Revolusi alm. Djenderal Anumerta
A. Yani. (1965, 15 Oktober). Berita Yudha. (Microfilm). p. 1.

* Benedict R. 0'G. Anderson; & Ruth T. McVey. (1971). A Preliminary Analysis of the October 1 1965, Coup in Indonesia.

s @‘L‘ﬁlmﬁuﬁ Douglas Kammen. (2017, October). op. cit. p. 2. W% Benedict R. O’G. Anderson; & Ruth T. McVey (1971). op. cit. pp. V-VIII.

€ John Roosa. (2006). Pretext for mass Murder: the September 30th Movement and Suharto’s Coup d’ Etat in Indonesia. p. 130.
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! Thaler K. M. (2018). U.S. Action and Inaction in the Massacre of Communists and Alleged Communists in Indonesia. In Dirty Hands and Vicious Deeds: The
US Government’s Complicity in Crimes Against Humanity and Genocide. pp. 36-37.
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Robinson. (2018). op. cit. pp. 120-121.
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! fhegnaitu Perintah Pres/Pangti ABRI/PBR BungKarno: Tjiptakan satu suasana jg tenabg dan tertib (1965, 4 Oktober). Berita Yudha. (Microfilm). p. 1. uag
Presiden Sukarno mengangkat: Major Djendral Suharto sebagai Menteri/Panglima Ang. Darat Menggantikan Pahlawan Revolusi alm. Djenderal Anumerta A.

Yani. (1965, 15 Oktober). Berita Yudha. (Microfilm). p. 1.

z Berita Yudha. (1965, 4 Oktober). (Microfilm). p. 1.

% Perintah Pres/Pangti ABRI/PBR BungKarno: Tjiptakan satu suasana jg tenabg dan tertib (1965, 4 Oktober). loc. cit.
* Gerakan 30 September dibentuk oleh Gerakan Kontra Revolusi. (1965, 4 Oktober). Berita Yudha. (Microfilm). p. 2.
® Hukuman Mati utk. Gembong G-30-S/PKI. (1966, 2 Maret). loc. cit.

® Dalam siding cabinet paripurna: Presiden kutuk pembunuhan biadab thd. Perwira2 TNI/Angkatan Darat. (1965, 7 Oktober). Berita Yudha. (Microfilm). p. 1.
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' John Roosa. (2020). op. cit. pp. 47-48.
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' Sukarno. (1970). The Pantja Sila. In Indonesian Political Thinking 1945-1965. Edited by Herbert Feith; & Lance Castles. p. 40.
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