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Abstract

A Study on alternative workspaces
for coworking formation

of young solo workers

— Focusing on the changing work paradigm -

Park Ju-yeon
Urban and Regional Planning Major
Department of Environmental Planning

The Graduate School of Environmental Studies

Seoul National University

The desire for self-actualization due to an unstable employment
environment and low job satisfaction is emerging as a social problem
with various anxiety among the young generation. At the same time,
having a ‘lifetime job’ rather than a ‘lifetime job’ is considered a new
goal, and many people are inducing them to start a business. Despite
many aspirations for entrepreneurship, the economic instability of young
solo workers is deepening along with urban spatial limitations that
cannot support them. Against this background, they voluntarily gather
in a space where they can share work space and practice coworking.

They pursue an independent future more than anyone else, but they are
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trying to settle down by forming weak ties.

In this study, we try to focus on the social meaning of co—working
and alternative workspaces that young solo workers are experiencing
while working together despite the anxiety they are experiencing.
Although the number of startups among young people has increased
rapidly in line with the changes of the times, only the positive aspects
have been mainly focused on through the media. The purpose of this
study is to provide implications that can be used in various policies by
capturing changes in the way young solo workers work together and
the creation of alternative workspaces so that the startups of young
solo workers can contribute to creating other jobs.

Through this study, it was possible to know the various social
meanings of the formation of coworking and loose solidarity among
young solo workers. Young solo workers formed loose solidarity
without boundaries and practiced co—working. The members were
always changing their world itself according to the present. Because it
does not have an identity, it can embrace any user, and since it does
not assume the same purpose, it can be said to be a community that
can truly communicate. In addition, the diverse cultures and networking
experiences created by operators, beyond simple space sharing,
strengthen the position of uneasy solo workers and greatly contribute to
business prosperity. However, the economic instability of early young
solo workers makes it difficult to even pay the moving—in fee, which
makes it difficult to move to a lower work environment or to decide to
re—employ. Therefore, government policies and support to support stable
start—up activities are urgently needed. In addition, depending on the
size of the company, cracks form in the horizontal community, and it
has the character of a temporary work space that naturally becomes a

place to leave. In a community that was formed horizontally, as solo
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workers were hired, cracks began to appear, and they felt the
limitations of the current space and thought about moving the work
space. Lastly, the co—working space market, which has been in the
public domain for just over 5 vyears, is facing a crisis due to the
non—face-to—face communication environment that has grown along
with the corona era. It is expected that the digital work environment in
which even the physical work space has become unnecessary will result
in the disappearance of a new type of work community or community.

Reflecting the above social meaning, an alternative work space for
young solo workers should be located in an area with a high
proportion of young people in order to ensure a stable work
environment, and should be provided at a low cost. In addition, for
young solo workers who will rapidly change the size and nature of the
organization, the method of moving in and occupying the work space
should be flexible. Next, it is necessary to provide a work space
without hierarchies that breaks down the discrimination or distinction
that space gives, and to plan an indoor space where small group
groups are possible. Lastly, it is important to induce young solo
workers to have social and mental support through culture and social

programs within the alternative work space that fosters networking,.

keywords : young solo worker, future of work, loose solidarity,
alternative work space, co—working space
Student Number : 2020-28294
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