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* 
Simon Perchik 

Though they give nothing back 
they're weak and in the bargain 
bo th eyes are overgrown 

with branches, with hillsides 
calling out from the dirt 
that no longer knows the difference 

- what they can still poin t to 

you drink as thighs and breasts 
and rainwater stroking the Earth 

shaking it, almost a mouth 
almost a sun, a smell 
burning between, half roots 

half far away, half squin t 
and your heart too is emptying 

struggling, moist, around you. 
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