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EuroScitizen is a COST Action and involves a research network whose
aim is to identify strategies to raise levels of scientific literacy about
evolution in Europe. EuroScitizen comprises five working groups
(WG) and this poster summarizes the current achievements of WG2
on Formal education.

WG2 aims to identify the needs and opportunities to improve the
teaching of evolution since the first school years in distinct countries
and enhance the contribution of formal education to European
public scientific literacy on this important topic. To achieve these
goals, we are studying: i) the school curricula and ii) textbooks of the
participating countries; iii) teachers’ content knowledge, pedagogical
content knowledge, attitudes and beliefs about teaching evolution
and effective methodologies and strategies to empower teachers
about evolution education; and iv) strategies to promote evolution
understanding in elementary school students.

This poster presents some of the current achievements of WG2, such
as: i) publication of a paper about the development and validation of
a framework for the assessment of school curricula on the presence
of evolutionary concepts (FACE); ii) comparison of the content of
most adopted textbooks in the schools of 8 countries, from the 1st to
the 9th grade, about the presence of evolution Big Ideas; iii)
identification of teachers’ best practices in evolution education and
teacher’ training actions about evolution education; and iv) the
publication of a study about the evolutionary concepts that
elementary school students most often used after a pedagogical
intervention. The next steps of the WG2 are also presented.
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