
Scaling climate services requires tailoring climate information 
delivery to address the needs of farmers with different livelihoods 
strategies, socio-economic context, and management for various 
cropping systems. Tailoring the climate services to each livelihood 
should respond to specific climate risks, management responses, 
dissemination channels, delivery time, information products and 
stakeholders' network among other aspects. 

CLIMATE SERVICES NEEDS 

IN MEKONG RIVER DELTA: 
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Figure 1. MRD climate and land cover: (a) land cover, (b) 
annual precipitation and temperature cycle for Mekong 
River Delta Flood Irrigation Paddy. 

OVERVIEW 
Scaling climate services for rural livelihoods 

This report presents a summary of the climate services 
baseline for the main cropping systems supporting the 
rural livelihoods in Mekong River Delta (MRD) of 
Vietnam. The national assessment on the demand for 
climate services is a major activity under the project, 
'Applying seasonal climate forecasting and innovative 
insurance solutions to climate risk management for 
the agriculture sector in Southeast Asia', also known as 
'De RISK Southeast Asia'. The Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Development (MARD) - Department of Crop 
Production (DCP) is the primary partner for 
implementing the national assessment with support 
from the local authorities situated in MRD. This 
summary is complemented with a database capturing 
detailed information for all the livelihoods in MRD. 

This technical step should support further actions 
towards a climate services strategy for MARD and 
defining efficient mechanisms to reach Vietnamese 
farmers with the weather- and climate-based 
advisories and the stakeholders' network for sustained 
service delivery. De RISK Southeast Asia with support 
from MARD, National Center for Hydro-Meteorological 
Forecasting (NCH MF) and CGIAR Research Program for 
Climate Change, Agriculture and Food Security (CCAFS) 
in Southeast Asia, is implementing field-level pilots for 
climate services delivery to build evidence and support 
the scaling process in Vietnam. 

AGRO-ECOLOGICAL ZONES (AEZl AND AGRICULTURAL LIVELIHOODS 
General overview of study sites 

The MRD is located in Southwest of Vietnam. It is situated between 8°30'-11 °30'N and 104°30'-106° 50'E and is the 
vulnerable end of the Mekong river (Kuenzer et al., 2013). It is one of the two most important rice granaries of the 
country, alongside Red River Delta in the North, with 2.4 million hectares of total agricultural land area in MRD. Crop land 
area covers almost the whole region (blue in Figure 1 a) and irrigated cropland account for 90% (Van Kien et al., 2020). 












