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The role of local newspapers in driving gender equality

Ayako Yahata-Taniguchi and Misato Matsumura
(Received September 30, 2022)

The information media including newspaper is expected to play a role in driving gender equality, yet women'’s
participation in newspaper companies is not progressing: the proportion of women newspaper reporters remains at
just 22.2% in Japan.

In this paper, we take note of local newspaper companies in Kyusyu—uwhich play a role in reporting information
close to the community—and analyze the circumstances of women newspaper reporters’ employment as well as local
issues related to gender equality at newspapers.

For these purposes, (1) we conducted a survey on women employed at eight local newspaper companies
in Kyusyu, attaining answers from four of them; (2) we conducted interviews with four newspaper reporters in
Kumamoto about gender equality at their newspaper company; and (3) we analyzed the newspaper articles, obtained
from the Kumanichi online database, on gender equality.

Our results are as follows: (1) The percentage of women reporters increased during Heisei period (1989-2018)
at all four newspaper companies, while the proportion of women in managerial positions remains under 10%. (2)
According to interviews with four reporters at a newspaper company in Kumamoto, they said that there were no
gender discrepancies between reporter positions. Also, their childcare experiences had broadened their perspectives
and interests in the type of news reported. At the same time, they had felt uneasy during the child care leave period
because of the added burden on colleagues. (3) According to the Kumanichi online database, there have been more
articles on gender equality subsequent to the enactment of the Basic Law for Gender Equal Society (1999). Such
articles have been written by men more often than by women by 2015.

The childcare experiences have led to articles discussing possible improvements as well as the work environment.
It is our hope that upcoming articles will be written from a diverse array of perspectives.
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