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PREVENTION OF PRE-DIABETES,  
TYPE 2 DIABETES AND HYPERTENSION
We want to invite all the maritime doctors to participate 

in a pilot study regarding precise diagnosis of pre-diabe-
tes, type 2 diabetes (T2DM) and hypertension in 2023– 
–2024. The International Maritime Health Association 
(IMHA) and Maritime Health Research and Education-NET 
(MAHRE-Net) have agreed on a collaboration with early 
diagnostics and prevention of type 2 diabetes (T2DM) 
among seafarers. The scientific background is that early 
stages of T2DM and high blood pressure can be reversed 
to normal with correct and timely prevention [1]. Thus, 
there are both financial benefits for shipping and health 
and job benefits for the seafarers. The initiative will take 
place over the coming years in a collaboration between 
maritime doctors, shipping companies, seafarers, re-
searchers, and the authorities [2, 3]. Further, IMHA will 
coordinate the work on a revision of the International 
Labour Organization/International Maritime Organization 
(ILO/IMO) international guidelines for the medical exam-
inations. Please send us an email and we will invite you 
to a virtual meeting with further information. 

INVITATION TO THE MARITIME SCHOOLS 
ON RESEARCH AND IMPROVEMENT OF 

STUDY ENVIRONMENT
There is a great need to strengthen the well-being 

of young people and the maritime schools are invited to 
participate [4]. The MAHRE-Net has in the last few years 
investigated the psychosocial factors in the study environ-
ment at maritime universities in several countries [5, 6].

The goal is to provide the basis for the UN’s Global 
Sustainability Goals in maritime areas and to strengthen 
the well-being of young people. 

Questionnaires to the students will include mental 
health, bullying, sexual harassment, use of tobacco and al-
cohol, and their suggestions for improving the education. 

The results can be used by students for their final the-
sis as well as for teaching about the work environment. 
Further, the management can, together with the students, 
use the results to propose and implement improvements 
to the educational programmes. This will create interest 
among the students in the maritime industry, and the young 
people can use this knowledge later as sailors. The same 
model may be used for sailors on the ships. Please send 
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us an email and we will invite you to a virtual meeting with 
further information in the early 2023. 

Conflict of interest: None declared

REFERENCES
1. Ramlo-Halsted BA, Edelman SV. The natural history of type 2 diabe-

tes: practical points to consider in developing prevention and treat-
ment strategies. Clinical Diabetes. 2000; 18(2): 80.

2.  https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Maritime_Health_Research_and_
Education-NET/The_International_Type_2_Diabetes_Mellitus_
and_Hypertension_Research_Group/Screening_program_for_dia-
betes_type_2_and_hypertension_in_seafarers%E2%80%99_routi-
ne_medical_examinations.

3. Jensen OC, Flores A, Corman V, et al. Screening for type 2 diabetes 
and hypertension in seafarers’ medical examinations. Int Marit He-
alth. 2022; 73(2): 64–72, doi: 10.5603/IMH.2022.0010, indexed 
in Pubmed: 35781681.

4. Langford R, Bonell CP, Jones HE, et al. The WHO Health Promoting 
School framework for improving the health and well-being of stu-
dents and their academic achievement. Cochrane Database Syst 
Rev. 2014(4): CD008958, doi:  10.1002/14651858.CD008958.
pub2, indexed in Pubmed: 24737131.

5.  https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Maritime_Health_Research_and_
Education-NET/Students_Research_Projects_1.

6.  https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Maritime_Health_Research_and_
Education-NET/Cohort_protocols/GHQ12_Cohort_protocol.

Int Marit Health 2022; 73, 4:  229–230

www.intmarhealth.pl230

https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Maritime_Health_Research_and_Education-NET/The_International_Type_2_Diabetes_Mellitus_and_Hypertension_Research_Group/Screening_program_for_diabetes_type_2_and_hypertension_in_seafarers%E2%80%99_routine_medical_examinations
https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Maritime_Health_Research_and_Education-NET/The_International_Type_2_Diabetes_Mellitus_and_Hypertension_Research_Group/Screening_program_for_diabetes_type_2_and_hypertension_in_seafarers%E2%80%99_routine_medical_examinations
https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Maritime_Health_Research_and_Education-NET/The_International_Type_2_Diabetes_Mellitus_and_Hypertension_Research_Group/Screening_program_for_diabetes_type_2_and_hypertension_in_seafarers%E2%80%99_routine_medical_examinations
https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Maritime_Health_Research_and_Education-NET/The_International_Type_2_Diabetes_Mellitus_and_Hypertension_Research_Group/Screening_program_for_diabetes_type_2_and_hypertension_in_seafarers%E2%80%99_routine_medical_examinations
https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Maritime_Health_Research_and_Education-NET/The_International_Type_2_Diabetes_Mellitus_and_Hypertension_Research_Group/Screening_program_for_diabetes_type_2_and_hypertension_in_seafarers%E2%80%99_routine_medical_examinations
http://dx.doi.org/10.5603/IMH.2022.0010
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/35781681
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/14651858.CD008958.pub2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/14651858.CD008958.pub2
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24737131
https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Maritime_Health_Research_and_Education-NET/Students_Research_Projects_1
https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Maritime_Health_Research_and_Education-NET/Students_Research_Projects_1
https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Maritime_Health_Research_and_Education-NET/Cohort_protocols/GHQ12_Cohort_protocol
https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Maritime_Health_Research_and_Education-NET/Cohort_protocols/GHQ12_Cohort_protocol

