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Abstract – In the period from 1952–1967, during the systematic archaeological excavations of the area of the eastern 
necropolis of Naissus, in the modern day city quarter of Jagodin Mala, in Ni{, a large number of glass objects was found. 
A representative portion of the findings was published in various publications, while the other findings, which belong to the 
study collection of the National Museum in Ni{, have not been the subject of any separate study. These are new kinds of findings,
such as glass lamps, window panes and tesserae, and the collection also includes the familiar, standard repertoire of glass vessels
of the Late Antiquity period. The findings come from the grave units, the cemetery basilica with its crypt, and the archaeological
layers from the area of the necropolis in Jagodin Mala. Besides the typological-chronological, as well as the topographic analysis, 
the paper also presents a complete image of the glass objects from the area of the necropolis, used in the burial and liturgical 
practices of the population of Naissus in Late Antiquity.
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The archaeological excavations of the eastern
city necropolis of Naissus (Ni{, SRB) (Fig. 1)
were carried out, with short interruptions, by

the Institute of Archaeology in Belgrade and its asso-
ciates, during the period from 1952 to 1967.1 To date,
over 365 graves, as well as four cemeterial churches
have been discovered in the course of the research
(Fig. 2).2 The necropolis, built along the road to
Ratiaria (Archar, BG), to the east of the rampart of the
Late Antique city, was active from the 4th (the time of
Constantine I) until the end of the 6th and the first
decades of the 7th century.3 Within that chronological
span, churches were also erected on the territory of the

necropolis, to meet the requirements of the funerary
rites and burials of eminent church, civilian or regal (?)
figures. This was period of significant socio-economic
changes in Naissus, followed by periodical rises and
falls, and a period which brought about the definite
establishment of the influence and power of the
Christian organisation.4

The glass objects, found during the excavation of
this necropolis, and which are located in the study col-
lection of the National Museum in Ni{, have not been
studied in depth so far, but due to the importance and
diversity of the material, we believe that they deserve
the attention of the academic community. This paper



Gordana JEREMI], Sne`ana GOLUBOVI], Slobodan DR^A

Unpublished Glass Findings from the Eastern Necropolis of Naissus (Jagodin Mala, Ni{) (109–130)

STARINAR LXVII/2017110

Fig. 1. Late Antique provinces in the Central Balkans with the location of Naissus 
(Stamenkovi} 2012, 19, map 2)

Sl. 1. Kasnoanti~ke provincije na Centralnom Balkanu, sa polo`ajem Naisusa
(Stamenkovi} 2012, 19, karta 2)
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includes all the groups of glass findings, which, in the
area of the necropolis, appear in various contexts: as
grave goods (vessels), as a part of personal jewellery
(pearls or strings of beads), or as objects for lighting,
glazing and decoration of church complexes (lamps,
window glass, mosaic tesserae). These findings, to-
gether with the published materials (Fig. 3),5 provide
an insight into the diversity and quality of the glass
objects, which were used in funerary or sacral contexts
at the eastern city necropolis of Naissus in the Late
Antiquity period. 

Bowls
The study collection of the National Museum in

Ni{ is represented by seven hemispherical bowls and a
shallower container (T. II, cat. 1–7).

Based on its manufacture technique, a dip-mould
blown ‘honeycomb’ bowl (cat. 1) stands out signifi-
cantly among the mostly undecorated, free blown
examples (cat. 2–7). The contexts of the findings of
this type of vessels are different: two bowls were found
in graves (cat. 3, 7), one was a part of the inventory of
an accidentally discovered tomb in no. 63 Ratka Pavlo-

vi}a Street (cat. 2),6 while the other examples come
from the archaeological layers or the 20th century rub-
ble from the opened trenches. 

The dip-mould blown bowl (cat. 1) was registered
in the vicinity of the basilica with a crypt on Nikola
Tesla Boulevard (Isings form 107a; Ru`i} 1994 tip
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1 Excavations of the necropolis were also carried out on several
occasions before World War II, by the associates of the Museums
Society in Ni{ (Or{i} Slaveti} 1934, 303–305, sl. 1–7. The
important finds from that research are included in the catalog of the
exhibition Jagodin Mala 2014, passim). Excavations of the necrop-
olis, of a rescue character, were carried out during the past few de-
cades by the Institute for the Protection of Cultural Monuments Ni{,
in collaboration with the experts from the Institute of Archaeology
in Belgrade and the National Museum Ni{ Cf. Jeremi} 2013. 

2 Or{i} Slaveti} 1934, 304, fig. 1; Zotovi} 1961, 171–175;
Zotovi}, Petrovi} 1968; Jeremi} 2013, 127–129.

3 The upper chronological limit of the necropolis was dated to
the first decades of 7th century by the findings of the money of
emperor Heraclius from October 613 AD from one of the barrel-
vaulted tombs, cf. Popovi} 1975, 494, fig. 14, note 3. 

4 Petrovi} 1979, 39–41; Jagodin Mala 2014, 52–58.
5 Ru`i} 1994; Dr~a 2000; Jagodin Mala 2014.
6 Modern day Knja`eva~ka Street. 

Fig. 2. Location of the Jagodin Mala necropolis (A. Vukojevi}, documentation of the project): 
red lines – excavated areas; 1. the basilica with a crypt

Sl. 2. Situacioni plan nekropole u Jagodin mali (A. Vukojevi}, dokumentacija Projekta): 
crvene linije – istra`ivana oblast; 1. bazilika sa kriptom
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VII/10b; Lazar tip 3.10.3). It has its parallel in the
specimen from the grave with a brick and tegulae con-
struction from Gradsko Polje in Ni{, which belongs to
the necropolis formed along the road to Viminacium
(the modern village of Kostolac), and about 800 m to
the northwest of the basilica with a crypt. In the grave,
next to the head of the deceased, an olive green glazed
ceramic jug, a set of playing tokens and a beaker made
of greenish glass ornamented with vertical ribs and
shallow hexagonal indentations were laid as grave
goods.7 Specimens decorated with a ribbing motif are
encountered in the grave inventory and in the layers of
the last third of the 4th and the first decades of the 5th

century in Pannonia, as cone-shaped or hemispherical
specimens made of olive green or yellowish-green
glass.8 According to the analogies, the specimen from
Jagodin Mala could be dated to the period of the mid-
dle of the 4th – middle of the 5th century, and it could
probably be connected to an earlier layer of burial in
the area around the basilica with a crypt. It could also

have been a part of the grave inventory of a vaulted
tomb inside the basilica or a grave unit in its immedi-
ate vicinity.9

The hemispherical bowls, made using the technique
of free blowing, do not represent a common finding at
the necropolis in Jagodin Mala (Isings form 96, 107;
Ru`i} tip VII/10b). Besides the six specimens from the
study collection that we present in this paper, the re-
search carried out so far has registered another speci-

7 Ajdi} 1975, 35; Jovanovi} 1977, 132–133; Dr~a 2000, 211,
218, kat. 4.

8 Barkóczi 1988, Kat. 140–142, 165–166.
9 The construction of the basilica with a crypt is placed within

the time span of the 5th –6th century (Mano-Zisi, Jovanovi} 1952, 367;
Zotovi}, Petrovi} 1968, 16; Milo{evi} 2004, 121–140), while the
vaulted tomb in the southern part of the basilica, as well as the find-
ing of the lead sarcophagus with emperors’ busts, more closely dated
to the Theodosian epoch (Buschhausen, Buschhausen 1991, 51–53),
would belong to the period of the 4th – first half of the 5th century. 
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Fig. 3. Glass vessels from the necropolis in Jagodin Mala (photo @. Caji}, documentation of the National Museum, Ni{)

Sl. 3. Staklene posude sa nekropole u Jagodin mali (foto: @. Caji}, dokumentacija Narodnog muzeja, Ni{)
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men of this shape of vessel, found in the vicinity of the
largest barrel-vaulted tomb discovered to date (north-
south oriented).10 The specimen is dated to the second
half of the 4th century.11 The closest parallels for this
type of bowl, either undecorated or with applied dark
blue blobs, can be found in the vicinity of Naissus, with-
in the complex of the villa with a peristyle with balne-
um12 and in the trench with architectural remains13 in
the south-eastern part of the Late Antique settlement of
Mediana.14 Both findings belong to the younger hori-
zons of Mediana, from the time of Constantine I to the
middle of the 5th century.15

A fragment of the rim of a bowl (cat. 3) was found
in a grave by the feet of the deceased and can be rough-
ly dated to the 4th and the first half of the 5th century,
while a greenish glass fragment (cat. 7) was found in
the area of the decedent’s chest, together with parts of
the rims of two pots, of coarse fabric, which are also
dated to the 4th and the first half of the 5th century.16

The fragment of a bowl’s rim with thicker walls made
of greenish glass (cat. 5), found in the area of the crypt,
was registered together with ceramic findings from the
end of the 3rd and early 4th century (unpublished), and
could also be related to the older horizon of burials
which preceded the erection of the complex with the
Christian basilica with a crypt. The finding of a frag-
ment of a bowl rim of similar characteristics (cat. 6)
would also belong to this horizon, while a fragment of
a rim of a bowl (cat. 4) could only be roughly dated to
the period of the 4th–6th century, due to the unreliable
stratigraphy in the researched part of the crypt area.

Beakers
The beakers from the study collection of the Nati-

onal Museum in Ni{ are represented by five conical
specimens (T. III, cat. 8–12).17

Conical beakers are not numerous among the ves-
sels of the study collection of the National Museum in
Ni{. The findings in question are five fragments, out of
which three are parts of the rim with the body (cat. 8–10)
and two are parts of a bottom and foot, which can be
classified as belonging to this type of vessel with great
certainty (cat. 11, 12).

In the garden of Engleski dom, in the central part of
the necropolis, near the brick-built grave (or a tomb), a
rim fragment made of yellowish glass with shallow
ribbed walls was found (cat. 8) (Isings form 106; Ru`i}
tip VII/12). The finding probably belongs to a grave
unit. It is a kind of beaker characteristic of the second
half of the 4th and the first half of the 5th century, found

at a large number of sites in the area of Roman provin-
ces in the territory of Serbia.18

A random finding from Jagodin Mala, made of
colourless glass with two wider horizontal incisions,19

also belongs to this type and to this chronological span.
The findings of the rims of two beakers (cat. 9, 10)

from the surface layers of the trench excavated in 1967
may belong to the type of stemmed beakers encounte-
red at Late Antique and Early Byzantine sites and could
have been used as lamps.20 According to their shape
and technological characteristics, the specimens from
Jagodin Mala are most similar to those from Gradina,
on Mt Jelica, from the 6th century.21

The finding of the bottom of a ring-shaped foot of
a vessel made of yellowish glass (cat. 12) also belongs
to a stratigraphically unreliable unit.22 This type of con-
tainer and vessel base is typical of beakers of a funnel
shaped or ring-shaped thickened rim and conical con-
tainer (Isings form 109c). It represents a very common

10 Jagodin Mala 2014, 118, cat. 107. 
11 Inside the tomb, which has been researched through multiple

campaigns, a relatively large quantity of movable material was regi-
stered (Jagodin Mala 2014, cat. 7 (five rings), 63 (a bead)), among
which the finding of a amphora from the second half of the 4th cen-
tury, a bowl-shaped lamp from the 4th – the first half of the 5th cen-
tury, and also coins of Constantine I from the years 317–318 and 321
to Valentinian I from the years 364–367, especially stand out (Jago-
din Mala 2014, cat. 154, 172, 178–179, 185).

12 Squares II D 369, 374/1962.
13 Trench no. 190/1961. 
14 Dr~a 2000, 210–211, 218, kat. 1–2, 5, 5a.
15 Vasi} 2005, 169, 172–173; Vasi} 2013, 99.
16 Cvjeti~anin 2016, 72–73, tip 4b.
17 The terms were taken from the general bibliography and

previously published works: Ru`i} 1994, Dr~a 2000, Lazar 2003,
Ignatiadou, Antonaras 2011. 

18 Ru`i} 1994, 50–52, cat. 968–1014.
19 Dr~a 2000, 218, cat. 6, fig. 6; Jagodin Mala 2014, 119, cat.

108.
20 Barkóczi 1988, 107–109, Kat. 172–181 (early forms of the 3rd

century AD); Gavrilovi} 1988, 90–92, tip IV/1, IV/3B; ^olakova
2009, 267, T. VI, 2–6; Stern 2001, 270–271, Kat. 172–174.

21 Gavrilovi} 1988, T. 1/7; 2/4–7. The documentation from
the research in 1967 is missing from the institutions which carried
out the excavations and protection, in Belgrade and Ni{. In the pub-
lished report of the research, it is known only that the excavations
were carried out in the northern and eastern part of the necropolis, and
we presume that they were also carried out around the basilica with
a crypt itself, which was conserved that year (Zotovi}, Petrovi} i
Petrovi} 1967, 115–116).

22 The fragment was discovered with the recent ceramics Cf.
Lj. Zotovi}, Arheolo{ka iskopavanja anti~ke nekropole u Ni{u 1962.
god., Documentation of the Institute of Archaeology, Belgrade, 56. 
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finding at Late Antique sites of the second half of the
4th and the first half of the 5th century in the territory of
Serbia.23

The fragment of a conical foot and ring-shaped
outer rim (cat. 11) most likely belongs to a stemmed
goblet with a rounded container. In Jagodin Mala,
another entirely preserved specimen of this type of
vessel was found during the excavations of the Ni{
Museum, in 1954, the records of which were pub-
lished.24 This is a type of vessel characteristic of layers
of the 5th and 6th century and registered at a series of
early Byzantine sites in the area of the limes (^ezava–
Novae, Saldum, Kostol–Pontes, Mora Vagei) and on
the mainland (Gamzigrad–Romuliana, Gra~anica–
Ulpiana, Cari~in Grad–Iustiniana Prima).25

Toilet bottles
Seven toilet bottles (T. II–III, cat. 13–19) come from

the study collection of the National Museum in Ni{ (un-
guentaria, balsamaria). They are manufactured using
the free blowing technique, out of colourless, whitish,
light blue, yellowish and greenish glass. Among them,
specimens with a square container with indentations
(cat. 13–15) (Ru`i} tip III/10a) and specimens with a
spherical container, with a shorter or longer cylindrical
neck (cat. 16–19) (Ru`i} tip III/7e) can be differentiated.

All the specimens were found next to the deceased
inside the graves and tombs in Jagodin Mala. In three
cases, we are dealing with children’s funerals, in grave
constructions made of bricks (T. I).26 The skeletal re-
mains of these deceased are very poorly preserved, and
have no other grave goods except for the balsamaria
(cat. 13, 14, 16). In one case, it is a brick-built grave in
which two decedents are inhumed (Fig. 4),27 also with
balsamaria as the only grave good (cat. 15). All the
graves are West-East oriented, and the skeletal remains
of the deceased from the double grave indicate adult
persons. In the case of the grave in which several dece-
ased are buried,28 next to the head of one of them the
remains of as many as three balsamaria were found.29

Toilet bottles with a square container with inden-
tations (cat. 13–15) are registered at the necropolis in
ten more cases, which makes them one of the more
frequent forms of findings in Jagodin Mala.30 Accor-
ding to the circumstances of the findings, they belong
mostly to the second half of the 4th and last until the
middle of the 5th century, and have been found at the
necropolis of St. Sinerotes in Sirmium (site 26), the ne-
cropolis in Be{ka and inside the camp and settlement
in ^ezava–Novae and Kostol–Pontes.31

The bottles with a spherical container also belong
to the period of the 4th century (cat. 16–18), of which
21 more specimens were found in Jagodin Mala, with
variations in shape of the rim, neck and the container.32

This shape of vessel is characteristic of the period from
the second half of the 4th to the middle of the 5th cen-
tury, and is most frequently encountered at necropolises.
Specimens are registered in Kolovrat, Sirmium, Vojka,
Singidunum and Romuliana,33 as well as in the Hunga-
rian part of Pannonia, at the necropolises of Intercisa,
Ságvár and Brigetio.34

Bottles
Among the material of the study collection from

the necropolis of Naissus in Jagodin Mala, there are
also five bottle fragments (T. III–IV, cat. 20–24). They
are spherical bottles (cat. 20–23), with a flared rim and
a longer cylindrical neck, made of glass from yellowish
to green colour (Isings form 101, Barkóczi 1988, Typ
118; Ru`i} 1994, tip I/4b). These types of bottles en-
joyed special popularity in the Late Antiquity period,
from the time of Constantine I (306–337).35 According
to the more precisely dated grave units from Pannonia,
the specimens are mostly present in the graves of the
period from 340 to 380, and predominantly made of
green, greenish or white glass, while olive green bottles
are predominant by the end of the 4th and at the begin-
ning of the 5th century.36

Besides these unpublished findings, bottles are re-
presented by five more specimens at the necropolis in

23 Ru`i} 1994, tip XII/12a, 50, cat. 959–967; Mediana, un-
published.

24 The documentation from these excavations is also missing.
In the more recent literature, the vessel was dated to the 6th century
according to its form (Jagodin Mala 2014, 120, cat. 110, with older
literature). 

25 Ru`i} 1994, tip XII/13, 52–53, kat. 1049–1125; Jeremi}
2009, 151, cat. 442–443; 2012, 288, Fig. 6, 33–34.

26 Graves no. E-22/1960; E-26/1960; D-28/1960.
27 Grave no. O-93/1961.
28 Grave no. M-79/1961.
29 Unfortunately, the grave report was lost, so there is no more

specific data about the grave and the deceased.
30 Jagodin Mala 2014, 136–141, cat. 143–152.
31 [aranovi}-Svetek 1986, 65, cat. 120–125; Ru`i} 1994, 33,

cat. 456–476.
32 Jagodin Mala 2014, 126–131, cat. 122–142.
33 Ru`i} 1994, 29–30, cat. 369–371, 381, 393–396.
34 Barkóczi 1988, 118–120, Typ 90, Kat. 215–223.
35 Barkóczi 1988, 137.
36 Barkóczi 1988, 137–140.
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Jagodin Mala.37 They are vessels of about 14 cm in
height, made of glass of various colours, usually with
the body decorated with dip-mould blown ribbing, the
favourite motif by the end of the 4th and at the begin-
ning of the 5th century.38 This type of bottle used to be
laid, just like the unguentaria, next to the deceased, in
the graves as well as in barrel-vaulted tombs (Fig. 5–6). 

Jugs
A smaller number of fragments of jugs are located

in the study collection from the excavations of the ne-
cropolis in Jagodin Mala (T. V, cat. 25–26). The finding
in question is one of a fragment of a funnel-shaped rim
with a part of a handle and a band-shaped handle of the
vessel, which most likely belonged to a jug. The findings
come from layers from the area of the basilica with a
crypt (cat. 25) and the necropolis (cat. 26), so the inter-
pretation of these findings in funerary or sacral practices
is made difficult because of the unreliable units they
belong to. 

The fragment of funnel-shaped rim with a part of
a handle (cat. 25) most likely belongs to the type of
jugs with ovoid containers, characteristic of the Late

Antiquity period, from the end of the 2nd to the middle
of the 5th century (Isings form 120a; Ru`i} 1994, tip
II/5).39 A jug which is 20.5 cm high, made of greenish
glass and with the body adorned with oblique ribbing,
found during the excavation of the graves in Jagodin
Mala in 1954, belongs to this type.40

Lamps
The lamps from the area of the necropolis in

Jagodin Mala have not been published so far. In the
course of the excavations carried out to date, numerous
fragments belonging to this type of vessel were regis-
tered, discovered in the zone of the basilica with a
crypt (T. VI, cat. 27–29). The specimens in question are
those with bell-shaped containers and the bottom in the
shape of a teardrop, predominantly made of yellowish
glass. 

37 Dr~a 2000, 218, cat. 9–13.
38 Jagodin Mala 2014, 120–121, cat. 111–113.
39 Ru`i} 1994, 18, kat. 97–106.
40 Jagodin Mala 2014, 123, cat. 117.
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Fig. 4. Grave with a construction of bricks II O–93, 1961 (photo-documentation of Institute of Archaeology)
Fig. 5–6. Examples of laying a bottle next to the deceased: Graves II L-50 (fig. 5) and II L-59 (fig. 6), 1961 
(photo documentation of the Institute of Archaeology, featuring N. Bori})

Sl. 4. Zidani grob II O-93, 1961 (foto-dokumentacija Arheolo{kog instituta)
Sl. 5–6. Primeri polagawa boca pored pokojnika: grobovi II L-50 (sl. 5) i II L-59 (sl. 6), 1961 
(foto-dokumentacija Arheolo{kog instituta, obrada: N. Bori})
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The lamps made of glass are placed within the Late
Antiquity or Early Byzantine context, most often inside
church structures, and sometimes they appear at necro-
polises too. They were used for the lighting of the tombs
during memorial services dedicated to the deceased or
to martyrs, or they were left as votive gifts.41 The bell-
shaped lamps with a teardrop-shaped bottom are most
frequently found in the Early Byzantine layers of the
5th–6th century at sites in the provinces of the territory
of Serbia.42 In the territory of Naissus, fragments of
lamps of this type are registered in the Early Byzantine
horizon within the building with an octagon at Gradsko
Polje (the excavation of 2016, unpublished), which
was assumed to have served as a palatium in the Late
Antiquity period.43

Beads
Beads (T. VI, cat. 30–32), cylindrical and spherical,

made of glass or gold, were found in a grave with a
simple inhumation (cat. 30), about 100 m to the west of
the basilica with a crypt. The two remaining findings
of beads are from the disordered layers in the area sur-
rounding the basilica with a crypt (cat. 31, 32), so they
can be roughly placed within a wider chronological
span of the 4th–6th century.

Beads, as parts of necklaces or pendants on earrings,
represent a relatively frequent element of jewellery in
female and children’s grave units in Jagodin Mala.44

The largest number of the recorded beads is made of
glass, in various shapes (conical, spherical, joint-shaped
and polygonal), while in a smaller number they are made
of gold leaf, amber, or, less frequently, semi-precious
stones, usually combined with glass beads, achieving
the effect of diverseness and an imitation of precious
materials that were less available to the different social
strata of Naissus in the Late Antiquity period.

Window glass
The excavations on the territory of Jagodin Mala

have recorded several fragments of window glass (cat.
33–37). The findings in question belong to the com-
plex of the basilica with a crypt (5th–6th century). The
small number of discovered fragments does not allow
for the reconstruction of window panes, and yet, these
findings unequivocally indicate that probably both
structures, the basilica and the crypt, had glazed win-
dows in their upper zones. These are panels made of
glass in the shades of yellow and green, the window
panes being 2–3 mm thick and, in one case, a part of a
flat rim was registered.

The use of window glass was recorded in numer-
ous church structures of the period between the 4th and
the 6th century in the Roman provinces in the territory of
Serbia: in Brangovi}, Kladen~i{te, Cari~in Grad, Gra-
dina on Jelica, Nebeske Stolice and other complexes.45

The window glass findings in question are of inconsis-
tent quality and morphological-technological charac-
teristics. The tradition of window glazing was also
confirmed in the structures in Naissus and the nearby
Mediana during the Late Antiquity, especially during
the 4th–5th century (the building with an octagon in Gra-
dsko Polje, Ni{ and multiple structures at Mediana).

Mosaic tesserae
The basilica with a crypt on Nikola Tesla Boulevard

had rich interior decoration, which included mosaic
pavements and fresco-painted walls, out of which only
individual tesserae or fresco fragments have been pre-
served.46 The data concerning the look, position and
size of the floor mosaic and possible mosaic wall deco-
ration are, unfortunately, missing since, at the moment
of the discovery, the complex had already been badly
damaged, even in the lower zones. We have learnt
about the mosaic decoration as a result of the findings
of a large number of red, dark blue, grey and whitish
tesserae made of marble and stone (study collection of
the National Museum in Ni{). Among the tesserae, a
couple of specimens made of glass were discovered,
their dimensions being 0.7 x 0.7 and 1.1 x 1.1 cm (cat.
38). These findings come from the layer at the west
side of the west wall of the basilica, but they probably
adorned the floor of the central nave of this structure.

The glass tesserae were mostly used for finer details
(figural, floral, and zoomorphic) of the floor mosaics
or minutely detailed works on wall mosaics (opus
musivum). The use of glass tiles was ascertained on the
floor and wall mosaics in neighbouring Mediana,47 but
in this case there is certainly no continuity of the local
mosaic workshop, considering the chronological gap
of at least one century.

STARINAR LXVII/2017116

41 Uboldi 1995, 94, 96–97.
42 Ru`i} 1994, tip XII/2, 55–56, kat. 1149–1189; Metzger,

Duval 2010, 419, fig. V, 56, a; Kri`anac 2015, 347, Fig. 5/84–100.
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Discussion and conclusion

The glass material from the National Museum in
Ni{ (study collection and the inventories), which comes
from the excavations at the eastern necropolis of Nais-
sus in the modern-day city district of Jagodin Mala, re-
presents a significant collection of glass findings from
the period of the Late Antiquity and gives a good in-
sight into the repertoire, technological achievements
and the use of this group of findings in the final periods
of the development of Naissus in Late Antiquity. 

The necropolis, established along the main road to
Ratiaria, used to occupy a considerable area of land,
the borders of which were determined by the excava-
tions, which point to an area of about 800 x 350 m.48

Although the graves do not overlap, the research of
this necropolis clearly defined two horizons of burials,
which also correspond to certain historical and socio-
economic changes in the very city of Naissus. 

The graves and tombs erected during the 4th and the
first half of the 5th century belong to the first period.
These are the findings of monumental grave architec-
ture which, in the territory of Naissus in previous peri-
ods, had not been recorded, either by archaeological
excavations or by random findings. Family mausole-
ums were erected along the main road and probably in
the vicinity of church buildings.49 The custom of lay-
ing glass vessels next to the deceased is recorded in
both brick-built graves and simple inhumation burials,
or next to the deceased buried in cist graves, and they
certainly represent a consistent burial practice. The
vessels were laid either next to the head or by the feet
of the deceased.

Laying glass vessels into the graves of the Late
Antiquity period has its roots in an earlier Roman prac-
tice of offering a liquid sacrifice to the decedents – a
libation.50 Different shapes of glass vessels probably
had different roles in burial customs, during the funeral.
Next to most of the deceased, glass unguentaria were
found, or, as their equivalent, a smaller bottle. Vessels
like these probably contained a measure of liquid con-
tent for the decedent.51 There has been no analysis of
the contents of the unguentaria from Jagodin Mala, but
we assume that they couldn’t have been significantly
different from the contents of containers in Italy or in
the northern provinces in which the remains of scented
oils, musk, sesame and almond oil and amber powder
were registered.52

Beakers, as the containers for drinking liquids, in
which a liquid did not necessarily have to be laid in the
grave, probably used to be put in graves together with

ceramic or glass jugs as a part of the grave set with
which, symbolically, liquid was taken. A good example
of a beaker used as a part of a set, and not a vessel in
which liquid was laid in the grave, was given by a grave
finding from 2012, from the area of the Benetton fac-
tory, in the south-eastern part of the necropolis. Namely,
in a simple inhumation grave a grey fired jug with a
beaker that was placed on it upside down was found.53

In the first burial horizon, decedents were often laid
in graves with rich personal jewellery and equipment,
and among the jewellery, bracelets or necklaces made
of beads are predominant, in most cases made of glass
of various colours.54

The period in which the burials were carried out in
the first horizon in Jagodin Mala corresponds to one of
the most prosperous periods in the history of Naissus.
The city, according to written sources and archaeolo-
gical evidence, was thriving in the Late Antiquity, from
the beginning of the 4th century.55 Two emperors were
born in Naissus, Constantine I and Constantius III, and
it is known from sources that Constantine significant-
ly influenced the visual identity of the city and initiat-
ed notable construction works.56 Naissus is an impor-
tant seat in which the rulers of the 4th and 5th century
often resided, passed acts, and had an organised court

48 Jagodin Mala 2014, 17. 
49 With the excavations carried out so far, out of the four regi-

stered cemetery churches, one was dated to the Constantinian epoch,
according to the findings of a copper coin of Constantine I. The
unreliability of the data from the research in 1933–1934, when the
remains of the foundations of a structure with a semicircular wall
on the west end were unearthed, do not allow for the interpretation
of this structure as a church (Or{i} Slaveti} 1934, fig. 4), but rather
opens the possibility of a different interpretation, that it might have
been a Late Antique mausoleum with a dome (Jeremi}, Filipovi}
2016, 1746). 

50 Zotovi} 1975, 48. 
51 During the excavations in 1954 in the area of the “Ratko

Pavlovi}” factory, a glass jug with remains of a liquid was found in
one barrel-vaulted tomb, which the researchers assumed to repre-
sent the remains of the original content, and which the laboratory
analyses showed to be just pure water. However, water could have
been collected in the vessel over the course of time, and not repre-
sent its original content. Cf. Haevernick 1965, 118–120. The find-
ings from the tomb with two deceased buried in oak coffins, con-
tained, apart from the above mentioned glass jug, another jug made
of glass and a ceramic amphora, dated to the 4th century (Jagodin
Mala 2014, cat. 115, 117, 153). 

52 Verzár-Bass, 1998, 170.
53 Jagodin Mala 2014, cat. 109, 159. 
54 Jagodin Mala 2014, 87–94, cat. 53–55, 57–66. 
55 Petrovi} 1979, 39–47. 
56 Petrovi} 1979, 39–40.
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with workshops for the production of objects made of
noble metals, in which valuable objects given as re-
wards, largitio, to those who deserved them were pro-
duced.57 The presence of the emperor, the court and
court’s craftsmen in Naissus certainly represented a
model and inspiration to the population and probably
provided a powerful momentum to the development of
economic activity, both on a wide and smaller scale (the
development of the public fabrica, smaller factories or
private workshops – officinae), where objects used in the
burial practice at the necropolis in Jagodin Mala could
have been created. A higher standard of living of the
citizens, or a display of the desired, but possibly not real
status, was reflected in the burial rites through the rich
and abundant inventory of the graves and tombs, among
which the glass material has an important place.58

The decline of the economy and the standard of
living in Naissus can be traced throughout the first de-
cades of the 5th century, and would culminate in the in-
vasions of the Huns in 441 and 447, when a large por-
tion of the population perished and numerous buildings
were destroyed or damaged.59 During this period, the
church organisation becomes increasingly important,
and its strengthening can best be traced through the in-
tense construction activity and developed production of
objects for liturgical purposes or through the equipping
of churches with artisanal and art works and objects. This
rise can best be seen in the example of early Christian
cemetery churches in Jagodin Mala, which are the best
researched ones in Naissus and which, in spite of the evi-
dent decline of the city population and, therefore, the
number of individual and collective burials, were ere-
cted in several places on the necropolis during the peri-
od of the 5th and 6th century.60 This could as a result of
the fact that most of the cult activities connected to the
rites after the burial, which previously used to be per-
formed next to the graves, were displaced in the Early
Byzantine period and moved to the cemetery churches.61

Glass had multiple uses in the furnishing of ceme-
tery churches. Out of all the recorded structures from
the area of the necropolis, in the Museum in Ni{ today
there are objects from the complex of the basilica with
a crypt in Nikola Tesla Boulevard. From the archaeo-
logical material we can see that the craftsmen, the mo-
saic makers (tessellarii, musivarii), used glass tesserae
to decorate the interior of this complex, either for the
elaborate wall compositions or those on the floors, of
which, unfortunately, nothing but the tesserae remained.
The structure also had glazed windows of an unknown
shape and glass lamps set into metal polycandela –

chandeliers, which made it possible to attend services
and vigils in the evening hours, or lighted the under-
ground chambers or the spaces that could not be reached
by daylight.

The number of glass findings of this period is very
scarce and it is very difficult to link it to any grave unit.
A stemmed goblet, entirely preserved,62 which, by its
morphological and technological properties, corre-
sponds to this chronological stratum, as well as a frag-
ment of the base of a vessel of the same kind (cat. 11),
are found outside the defined grave units and they can-
not be attributed to a set for offering liquid grave gifts
with any degree of certainty. The vessels like these
could sometimes have had a different purpose – they
could have been used as lamps. The scarceness of the rest
of the grave inventory or, in most cases, its absence, in
the graves of the second half of the 5th and 6th century,
leads to the assumption that in this period a certain dis-
continuity or a change in burial customs of the popula-
tion of Early Byzantine Naissus occurred, where the
new generations neglected, or abandoned altogether,
certain old, pagan practices.
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CATALOGUE

1. Sector I/1962, Martirium (Square C5), depth 0.78 m,
field inv. No. 30
diameter of the rim 7.8 cm
Funnel-shaped rim and semi-spherical container with
vertical incisions on a bowl made of yellowish-green
glass. 

2. Tomb in Ratka Pavlovi}a Street no. 63, random
finding
diameter of the rim 9.0 cm
Part of a circular, funnel-shaped rim, of a vessel made
of yellowish glass. 

3. Trench II-D/1960, grave below the wall, depth 0.96 m
(0.20 m SE of the right foot)
diameter of the rim 9.5 cm
Fragment of funnel-shaped rim of a bowl vessel made
of greenish glass. 

4. Sector I/1962, Martirium, square B4 (east of wall I),
depth 0.46 m
diameter of the rim 10.8 cm
Fragment of a mildly funnel-shaped rim and semi-sphe-
rical container of a vessel made of light greenish glass. 

5. Sector I/1962, Martirium, square B4 (south of wall
III and north of grave 7), depth 0.87 m, under the layer
with lime
diameter of the rim 8.5 cm
Funnel-shaped rim and semi-spherical container of a
vessel made of greenish glass, with thicker walls. 

6. Sector I/1962, Martirium, square B5, depth 0.46 m
diameter of the rim 10.0 cm
Funnel-shaped rim and semi-spherical container of a
vessel made of olive green glass, with thicker walls. 

7. Trench I-B/1962, grave 3
diameter of the rim 7.0 cm
Fragment of funnel-shaped rim and semi-spherical
container of a smaller vessel made of greenish glass. 

8. Trench II-D/1957, depth 1.10 m
diameter of the rim 10.5 cm
Fragment of a mildly funnel-shaped rim of a beaker
made of translucent yellowish glass. There is a shallow,
wider fluting on the outer side below the rim and on
the body. 

9. Trench H/1967, depth 0.20 m
diameter of the rim 7.0 cm
Fragment of a plain rim and conical container of a ves-
sel made of yellowish-green glass, with thinner walls. 

10. Trench H/1967, depth 0.20 m
diameter of the rim 7.0 cm
Fragment of an inverted and ring-shaped rim of a ves-
sel made of yellowish glass. 

11. Trench H/1967, depth 1.15 m
bottom diameter 4.2 cm
Fragment of a conical foot, ring-shaped rim of a vessel
made of yellowish glass. 

12. Sector I/1962, Martirium, square D2, depth 0.82 m
bottom diameter 3.2 cm
Part of a conical container and flat bottom on a ring-
shaped foot of a vessel made of yellowish-green glass. 

13. Grave II E-22/1960, field inv. No. 5
rim diameter 1.7 cm, height 6.7 cm, bottom diameter
2.8 cm
Ring-shaped rim, cylindrical neck, shoulder, square-
shaped body with four indentations and concave bot-
tom of a vessel made of thin colourless glass. 

14. Grave II E-26/1960, field inv. No. 9
rim diameter 2.6 cm, bottom diameter 3.4 cm
Ring-shaped rim, cylindrical neck, part of the shoulder
and slightly concave bottom of a vessel made of thin
colourless glass. 

15. Grave II O-93/1961, field inv. No. 55
rim diameter 3.2 cm, bottom diameter 4.0 cm
Ring-shaped rim, short funnel-shaped neck, shoulder
and round conical bottom of a vessel made of greenish
glass.

16. Grave II D-28/1960, field inv. No. 9
rim diameter 2.1 cm, bottom diameter 3.2 cm
Ring-shaped rim, cylindrical neck, shoulder and round
conical bottom of a vessel made of thin colourless glass. 

17. Tomb II M-79/1961, by the head of the northern
skeleton (from NW corner 0.15 m to the south and
0.35 m to the east), depth 1.37 m
rim diameter 2,4 cm, bottom diameter 2,8 cm
Fragment of a ring-shaped rim and slightly funnel-
shaped neck, part of the shoulder and round, slightly
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concave bottom of a toilet bottle made of light blue
glass. 

18. Tomb II M-79/1961, by the head of the northern ske-
leton (from NW corner 0.25 m to the south and 0.43 m
to the east), depth 1.37 m
rim diameter 2.0 cm
Fragment of a ring-shaped rim and part of the neck of
a toilet bottle made of light yellowish glass. 

19. Tomb II M-79/1961, by the head of the northern
skeleton 
height 7.5 cm
Fragmented spindle-shaped toilet bottle, slightly wide-
ned across the middle, narrowing towards the bottom,
made of whitish glass.

20. Sector II/1962, grave below the foundations of the
Dom srednjo{kolske omladine (boarding school) in
Kosovke devojke street no. 6
South wall, west of the entrance
rim diameter 5.8 cm
Flared rim and cylindrical neck of a vessel made of
greenish glass. On the outer side below the rim there is
a moulded band. 

21. (a finding from the tomb together with previous cat.
No. 20)
Fragment of ring-shaped and wider funnel-shaped in-
verted rim and shoulder of a vessel made of yellowish
glass. On the outer side below the rim there is a mould-
ed band. 

22. Sector II, sewage units in Kosovke devojke street, 
Block 13, tomb II 13-2, depth 2.20 m
bottom diameter 5.4–5.8 cm
Cylindrical neck, spherical body and concave bottom
of a bottle made of green glass. 

23. Sector II/1962, grave below the foundations of the
Dom srednjo{kolske omladine (boarding school) in
Kosovke devojke street no. 6
South wall – west of the entrance
height 7.0 cm
Cylindrical neck and a part of the shoulder of a larger
vessel made of yellowish-green glass. 

24. Sector II/1962, grave below the foundations of the
Dom srednjo{kolske omladine (boarding school) in
Kosovke devojke street no. 6

South wall – west of the entrance
bottom diameter 5.8 cm
Slightly concave bottom on a ring-shaped hollow foot
of a vessel made of greenish glass. 

25. Trench I-D/1962, depth 0.30 m
rim diameter 4.0 cm
Circular, funnel-shaped rim of a vessel made of greenish
glass. Below the rim on the outer side a band-shaped,
double-folded handle is applied. 

26. Trench II-A/1961, profile A–D
width 2.3 cm 
Fragment of a band-shaped handle with three vertical
flutings preserves made of greenish-bluish glass. 

27. Trench I-A/1962, depth 2.10 m, field inv. No. 16, 17
Fragment of a slightly ring-shaped rim, spherical con-
tainer and teardrop-shaped bottom of a vessel made of
yellowish glass. 

28. Sector I/1962, Martirium, square D3, depth 0.97 m
Part of a container and teardrop-shaped bottom of a
vessel made of yellowish glass. 

29. Sector I/1962, Basilica
Trench on the outside of wall I, a finding from the
extension above grave 4
Part of a container and teardrop-shaped bottom of a
vessel made of yellowish glass. 

30. Grave I E-13/1962, depth 2.00 m, field inv. No. 91
gold, glass
Four larger and nine smaller beads made of green
glass, seven smaller specimens made of red glass and
one cylindrical bead made of gold leaf.

31. Trench I A/1962, depth 1.63 m, field inv. No. 14
dimensions: 1.8 x 0.6 cm
Spindle-shaped bead made of black glass, with circu-
lar, vertical perforation across the middle.

32. Sector I/1962, Martirium, square D3, depth 0.91 m
dimensions: 1.0 x 0.7 cm
Larger blue glass bead. 

33. Sector I/1962, Martirium, square B4, depth 1.22 m 
thickness 0.2–0.3 cm 
Two fragments of smooth light green window glass.
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34. Sector I/1962, Martirium, square B5, depth 0.70 m
thickness 0.2 cm
Fragment of the edge of light greenish window glass.

35. Sector I/1962, Martirium, squares D2–D3, depth
1.20 m 
In the layer below the wooden beam and rammed earth
wall of III pilasters
thickness 0.3–0.4 cm 
Three fragments of smooth greenish window glass. 

36. Sector I/1962, Martirium, square D4, depth 0.42 m
thickness 0.2–0.3 cm
Several fragments of smooth yellowish-green window
glass. 

37. Sector I/1962, Martirium, square D5, depth 0.84 m
thickness 0.2 cm
Two fragments of smooth yellowish window glass. 

38. Sector I/1962, Martirium, square C5, depth 1.08 m,
between wall 6 and east side of wall IIb
dimensions: 0.7 x 0.7 cm and 1.1 x 1.1 cm
Yellowish glass tesserae.
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Sistematskim arheolo{kim istra`ivawima najve}e grad-
ske nekropole kasnoanti~kog Naisusa (Naissus, Ni{), koje je
tokom 1952–1967. godine sprovodio Arheolo{ki institut
iz Beograda sa saradnicima, u gradskoj ~etvrti Jagodin mali
utvr|eni su brojni grobni oblici, raznovrstan arheolo{ki
materijal, a u ve}em obimu ispitan je i najzna~ajniji kom-
pleks grobqanske bazilike sa pripadaju}om kriptom. Isko-
pavawima su utvr|ene granice prostirawa nekropole, koja
se formirala isto~no od kasnoanti~kih bedema grada, du`
magistralnog puta za Racijariju (Ratiaria – Ar~ar), na desnoj
obali Ni{ave. Ovim radovima odre|ene su hronolo{ke
granice nekropole – sahrawivawe u Jagodin mali vr{eno je
u kontinuitetu od vremena Konstantina I pa sve do kraja VI,
odnosno prvih decenija VII veka. Na nekropoli se jasno iz-
dvajaju dva horizonta sahrawivawa, i to IV – prva polovi-
na V veka i sredina V – VI/po~etak VII veka, kod kojih se ja-
vqaju razlike u grobnim oblicima i pogrebnoj praksi. 

Na nekropoli u Jagodin mali zabele`eni su tokom is-
tra`ivawa relativno brojni pokretni nalazi, me|u kojima
se naro~ito izdvajaju nalazi od stakla. Deo staklenog ma-
terijala, koji je ~inio glavni inventar Narodnog muzeja u
Ni{u, bio je predmet prou~avawa (Ru`i} 1994; Dr~a 2000;
Jagodin mala, 2014), dok studijski materijal nije posebno
razmatran. Namera istra`iva~a bila je da se uradi tipolo-
{ka, topografska i funkcionalna analiza ove vrste mate-
rijala i da se predstave nove, do sada nepublikovane vrste
nalaza, kao {to su lampe, mozai~ke tesere i prozorska ok-
na, a potom da se ovaj materijal sagleda u {irem kontekstu
staklenih nalaza sa nekropole. 

Me|u staklenim materijalom iz studijske zbirke Na-
rodnog muzeja u Ni{u javqaju se zdele kao hemisferi~ne
posude izra|ene u kalupu (kat. 1) ili izra|ene tehnikom
slobodnog duvawa (kat. 2–7). Na|ene su u grobovima ili
grobnicama (kat. 2, 3, 7), ili poti~u iz slojeva sa prostora
nekropole. Svi primerci pripadaju starijem horizontu sa-
hrawivawa iz IV i prve polovine V veka. Pehari (kat. 8–12)
iz studijske zbirke pripadaju {irem hronolo{kom okviru
IV–VI veka i vezuju se za standardne forme koje se sre}u na
brojnim nalazi{tima centralnobalkanske oblasti.

Po brojnosti, me|u staklenim posudama iz Jagodin ma-
le izdvajaju se toaletne boce (unguentaria, balsamaria) (kat.

13–19), izra|ene kao posude ~etvrtastog recipijenta sa
udubqewima ili primerci du`eg ili kra}eg cilindri~nog
vrata i sferi~nog recipijenta, koje su polagane pored glave
ili nogu pokojnika. Obe vrste posuda vezuju se za stariji
horizont sahrawivawa na nekropoli – horizont IV i prve
polovine V veka. Ovom hronolo{kom okviru pripadaju i re-
lativno malobrojne boce (kat. 20–24), kr~azi (kat. 25–26) i
nalazi delova nakita – perle (kat. 30–32).

Iz kompleksa bazilike sa kriptom na Bulevaru Niko-
le Tesle, iz mla|eg sloja V–VI veka poti~u nalazi stakle-
nih lampi koji pripadaju tipu zvonolikih primeraka sa
dnom u obliku kapqice (kat. 27–29), a koji su se postavqa-
li u metalne polijeleje – polikandela. Bazilika je imala
zastakqena prozorska okna, o ~emu svedo~e nalazi fragme-
nata prozorskog stakla (kat. 33–37), dok o luksuznoj deko-
raciji gra|evine svedo~e nalazi malog broja staklenih te-
sera (kat. 38), koje su mogle biti kori{}ene za dekoraciju
zidnih povr{ina ili komplikovanijih figuralnih prika-
za na podnim mozaicima. 

Period u kom su vr{ene sahrane u prvom horizontu IV
i prve polovine V veka u Jagodin mali odgovara jednom od
najprosperitetnijih razdobqa u istoriji Naisusa, sude}i
prema pisanim izvorima i arheolo{kim tragovima. Vi{i
standard ili predstavqawe pri`eqkivanog statusa ogleda
se u pogrebnom ritusu kod ove populacije u bogatom i broj-
nom inventaru grobova i grobnica, me|u kojima stakleni
materijal ima zna~ajno mesto. 

Opadawe privrede i `ivotnog standarda u Naisusu
kulminiralo je u vreme najezde Huna 441. i 447. godine, ka-
da je do{lo do stradawa velikog dela populacije i do uni-
{tewa ili o{te}ewa brojnih gra|evina. Od tog perioda na
zna~aju dobija crkvena organizacija, ~ije se ja~awe mo`e
pratiti kroz intenzivnu graditeqsku delatnost i razvije-
nu proizvodwu predmeta za liturgijske potrebe ili kroz
opremawe crkava zanatskim i umetni~kim radovima i
predmetima. Iako je u periodu V i VI veka evidentno sma-
wewe gradske populacije u Naisusu, a samim tim i broja
individualnih i kolektivnih sahrana, na vi{e mesta na
nekropoli u Jagodin mali podignute su crkve, u kojima je
mogao biti obavqan ve}i broj kultnih radwi vezanih za po-
grebne obrede.

Kqu~ne re~i. – kasna antika, Jagodin mala, Naissus – Ni{, nekropola, bazilika, staklene posude, predmeti od stakla.
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Plate I – Grave II E–22, 1960; Grave II E–26, 1960; Grave II D–28, 1960 
(drawing V. Generalski, documentation of the Institute of Archaeology)

Tabla I – Grob II E–22, 1960; grob II E–26, 1960; grob II D–28, 1960 
(crte`: V. Generalski, dokumentacija Arheolo{kog instituta)
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Plate II – Glass vessels: 1–7) hemispherical bowls

Tabla II – Staklene posude: 1–7) hemisferi~ne zdele

0 1 2 3 4 5 cm



Gordana JEREMI], Sne`ana GOLUBOVI], Slobodan DR^A

Unpublished Glass Findings from the Eastern Necropolis of Naissus (Jagodin Mala, Ni{) (109–130)

STARINAR LXVII/2017127

Plate III – Glass vessels: 8–12) conical beakers; 13–15) toilet bottles

Tabla III – Staklene posude: 8–12) koni~ni pehari; 13–15) toaletne boce
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Plate IV – Glass vessels: 16–19) toilet bottles; 20–21) bottles

Tabla IV – Staklene posude: 16–19) toaletne boce; 20–21) boce
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Plate V – Glass vessels: 22–24) bottles; 25–26) jugs

Tabla V – Staklene posude: 22–24) boce; 25–26) kr~azi
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Plate VI – Glass vessels: 27–29) lamps; Jewellery: 30–32) beads

Tabla VI – Staklene posude: 27–29) lampe; nakit: 30–32) perle
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