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Realizing the Vision of WCU’s Landscape 
Master Plan, a Panel Discussion

JOSH BRAID, WCU GROUNDS DEPARTMENT
AND RODNEY MADER, WCU CAMPUS TREES & GREEN SPACES COMMITTEE
IN CONVERSATION WITH BRADLEY FLAMM, OFFICE OF SUSTAINABILITY

WCU SUSTAINABILITY RESEARCH & PRACTICE
SEMINAR: NOVEMBER 30, 2022
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“The primary goal of the 
landscape master plan is 

the creation of a long-term, 
incremental enhancement 
of the student experience 
and the emergence of a 
cohesive identity for the 

Campus over time.”
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Campus growth over time has been primarily a “product and focus of academic expansion and 
land and building acquisition. Consequently, the physical nature of the resulting open space network 
lacks a unifying focus and clarity… the potential of many student spaces remain unrealized with the 

overall feel of the Campus being one of fragmentation and disconnection.” (p. 2)
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Lighting
Furniture
Art
Signage
Technology
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“The Landscape Master Plan 
strives to create a landscape 

that reflects the regional, native 
ecology by enhancing and 
expanding native plantings 

across Campus. This entails not 
only the species that are 

planted but also the planting 
patterns that replicate natural 

systems where possible.” (p. 168)

Green Infrastructure 
Recommendations
• Woodland Groves
• Ecological Essence Garden Zones 

and Corridors
• Enhanced Surface Stormwater Best 

Management Practices (BMPs)
• Turf Conversion and Interstitial Spaces
• Formal Greens, Quads, Oval
• Edges / Streetscapes
• Green Roofs, Athletics / Rec Fields, 

and Surface Parking

17

18



1/4/2023

10

GENERAL GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 
RECOMMENDATIONS
• Treat water close to the source
• Replace impervious surfaces with 

permeable pavement
• Limit new disturbance
• Balance initial costs with long-term 

benefits
• Create opportunities for multi-

functional landscapes
• Use a diverse native plant palette
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